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Introduction

Information contained within this profile relates to ward level geographies. This report provides a snapshot of Stowmarket at a given point in time. Obviously the information contained in this report is updated at variable intervals and you can find updates of all information contained in this report at www.suffolkobservatory.info.  Furthermore this profile will be made available on the Observatory in the ‘reports’ section. 

The main body of the profile provides an analysis of datasets grouped under the broad themes of the Observatory, whilst the appendix contains a more detailed ward level analysis. 

1.
Labour Market

1.1
Unemployment

Table 1 below shows the current unemployment situation in Suffolk’s town’s as well as the short-term and medium–term changes in unemployment.

Table 1

	February 2010
	No. Unemployed Persons
	% Unemployed Persons
	February 2007-February 2010

 % change
	February 2009 - February 2010 %change

	
	
	
	
	

	Bury St Edmunds
	635
	2.8
	41.4
	-20.0

	Felixstowe
	538
	3.9
	102.3
	20.6

	Haverhill
	617
	4.2
	64.1
	-2.4

	Ipswich
	3910
	5.2
	50.2
	2.8

	Lowestoft
	2061
	5.7
	14.9
	0.3

	Newmarket
	326
	3.3
	236.1
	32.5

	Stowmarket
	324
	3.0
	123.4
	-5.3

	Sudbury - Great Cornard
	492
	4.1
	126.7
	-11.4

	Woodbridge
	99
	2.4
	98.0
	-10.0

	Mid Suffolk
	1208
	2.2
	52.8
	-1.1

	Suffolk
	13930
	3.3
	80.6
	-6.4


Source: ONS
Table 1 shows that unemployment in Stowmarket is the third lowest out of the main towns of Suffolk; only Woodbridge and Bury St. Edmunds have a lower rate. Although the rate of unemployment in Stowmarket is higher than that of Mid Suffolk it is lower than Suffolk as a whole. In the last year unemployment in Stowmarket decreased by 5.3% although over the last four years there has been an increase of 123.4%. This is significantly higher than Mid Suffolk (52.8%) and Suffolk (80.6%) as well as all the Suffolk towns shown in table 1, other than Newmarket (236.1%) and Sudbury – Great Cornard (126.7%) 
As stated previously, even a town level analysis of unemployment provides only a general picture of unemployment and in order to get a better understanding of the pattern of unemployment it is best to analyse ward level data. Ward level data is available in the appendices. The map below demonstrates the unemployment within Mid Suffolk and specifically Stowmarket.
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1.2
Male Unemployment

	 
	February 2009
	February 2010
	% Change

	
	No. Unemployed 
	% Unemployed
	No. Unemployed 
	% Unemployed
	

	Bury St Edmunds
	600
	5.1
	476
	4
	-20.7

	Felixstowe
	322
	4.5
	392
	5.4
	21.7

	Haverhill
	435
	5.7
	459
	6
	5.5

	Ipswich
	2964
	7.7
	2897
	7.4
	-2.3

	Lowestoft
	1531
	8.2
	1546
	8.2
	1.0

	Newmarket
	180
	3.5
	236
	4.5
	31.1

	Stowmarket
	232
	4.3
	228
	4.1
	-1.7

	Sudbury - Great Cornard
	422
	6.7
	357
	5.7
	-15.4

	Woodbridge
	77
	3.7
	66
	3.1
	-14.3

	Mid Suffolk
	915
	3.1
	854
	2.9
	-6.7

	Suffolk
	10470
	4.7
	10234
	4.6
	-2.3


Source: ONS
As with overall unemployment male unemployment has seen a fall over the last year with Stowmarket experiencing a decrease in unemployment of 1.7%. This is lower, however, than the district and county trend which experienced a 6.7% and 2.3% decrease respectively. Overall, male unemployment in Stowmarket in February 2010 is higher than Mid Suffolk by 1.2% but marginally lower than Suffolk by 0.5%.
1.3
Female Unemployment

	 
	February 2009
	February 2010
	% Change

	
	No. Unemployed 
	% Unemployed
	No. Unemployed 
	% Unemployed
	

	Bury St Edmunds
	194
	1.8
	159
	1.5
	-18.0

	Felixstowe
	124
	1.9
	146
	2.2
	17.7

	Haverhill
	197
	2.8
	158
	2.2
	-19.8

	Ipswich
	839
	2.3
	1013
	2.8
	20.7

	Lowestoft
	524
	3
	515
	3
	-1.7

	Newmarket
	64
	1.6
	90
	2
	40.6

	Stowmarket
	110
	2.2
	96
	1.9
	-12.7

	Sudbury - Great Cornard
	133
	2.3
	135
	2.4
	1.5

	Woodbridge
	33
	1.7
	33
	1.7
	0.0

	Mid Suffolk
	375
	1.4
	354
	1.4
	-5.6

	Suffolk
	3612
	1.8
	3696
	1.9
	2.3


Source: ONS
Female unemployment has seen a larger reduction in unemployment compared to male and overall unemployment between February 2009 and February 2010 at -12.7%. This is significantly higher than the reduction of female unemployment in Mid Suffolk (-5.6%). Suffolk experienced a rise in female unemployment of 2.3% between February 2009 and February 2010.
1.4
Employment

1.4.1 Employment Structure

Employment in Stowmarket is primarily in the distribution sector with 25.5% of the working age population working in this sector, closely followed by the public administration sector (25.4%). Public Administration and distribution are also the largest sectors within Mid Suffolk and Suffolk. Table 2 below demonstrates this. Stowmarket has experienced an overall decrease in employment of 2.6% between 2006 and 2008 which is a slightly larger decrease than Suffolk (2.3%). Mid Suffolk has experienced a small increase of 0.9% in employment between 2006 and 2008.
The largest percentage increase in employment between 2006 and 2008 has been in the agriculture and energy sectors. As the numbers within these sectors are so small, in real terms the largest increase in employment is within the other services sector with a 32.5% increase. This is followed by the transport sector with an 11% increase. Manufacturing also showed a small increase over the  2 years at 1% whilst employment in distribution remained the same.
The largest decrease in employment has been in the construction sector (14%) closely followed by public administration and banking with a decrease of 12.3% and 10.2% respectively.
Table 2
	2008 
	Stowmarket
	Mid Suffolk
	Suffolk

	
	Number
	%
	Number
	%
	Number
	%

	Agriculture
	-
	-
	643
	2.1
	2,355
	0.8

	Energy 
	-
	-
	-
	-
	2,714
	0.9

	Manufacturing
	1,329
	19.1
	4,923
	15.9
	34,656
	12.1

	Construction
	514
	7.4
	3,247
	10.5
	15,140
	5.3

	Distribution
	1,776
	25.5
	6,710
	21.6
	70,825
	24.7

	Transport 
	602
	8.6
	2,300
	7.4
	22,081
	7.7

	Banking
	512
	7.4
	4,633
	14.9
	50,851
	17.8

	Public administration
	1,770
	25.4
	6,983
	22.5
	73,152
	25.5

	Other
	379
	5.4
	1,292
	4.2
	14,538
	5.1

	Total
	6,956
	100.0
	30,997
	100.0
	286,312
	100.0


Source: ONS
1.4.2 Employment by unit size
Table 3 below shows the number of businesses according to the number of employees they employ. 
The majority of the businesses in Stowmarket are micro businesses (66.5%) with 1-4 employees. This is lower than in Mid Suffolk (77.5%) and Suffolk (72.3%).Stowmarket, therefore has a larger percentage of employees in the small (26%) and medium (6.3%) sized bracket than both Mid Suffolk and Suffolk.
Table 3
	Employment by Unit Size
	Stowmarket
	Mid Suffolk 
	Suffolk

	Top of Form

Area
	Top of Form

Number
	%
	Top of Form

Number
	%
	Top of Form

Number
	%

	Micro 1-4 employees 
	432
	66.5
	3,486
	77.5
	22,035
	72.3

	Small 5-24 employees 
	170
	26.2
	785
	17.5
	6,414
	21.0

	Medium 25-199 employees
	41
	6.3
	211
	4.7
	1,891
	6.2

	Large >200 employees 
	-
	-
	-
	-
	150
	0.5


1.5 Household Income
	Area
	2005
	2006
	2007

	
	
	
	

	Stowmarket
	28,041.70
	30,890.20
	32,304.00

	Mid Suffolk
	32,228.73
	33,498.81
	34,790.82

	Suffolk
	29,597.23
	31,947.89
	33,366.48


In 2007, the average household income in Stowmarket was £32,304 which has increased by 15% since 2005. The household income in Stowmarket is lower than both the district (£34,791) and county (£33,366). Stowmarket has had a larger increase in household income since 2003 then the district (8%) and county (12%).
2.
Demographics

2.1
Population & Density

According to the 2001 Census there were 15,248 people resident in Stowmarket in 2001. Stowmarket is an averagely populated town having the third highest population density in our county.

	Area
	Population
	Population Density
	Male Population
	Female Population

	
	
	
	
	

	Stowmarket
	15,248
	2524.50
	7,452
	7,796

	Suffolk
	669,900
	176
	328,900
	341,000

	Mid Suffolk
	87,000
	100
	43,400
	43,600


Source: Mid-Year Population Estimate & Regional Trends 2006
3.
Educational Attainment

3.1
Primary School Attainment

The table below shows the percentage of year 6 pupils achieving level 4 or higher in the Key Stage 2 tests, which were sat by all primary school pupils in 2009. The Stowmarket figures represent an average for all primary schools within the town. 
Stowmarket performs better than Mid Suffolk in Science but worse in English and Maths. The town does however out perform Suffolk, achieving higher attainment in English, Maths and Science. Across all subjects Stowmarket performs better than Suffolk, achieving 82.9% attainment to Suffolk’s 78% but still performs marginally worse than Mid Suffolk (83%).
	Area
	English (%)
	Maths (%)
	Science (%)
	All subjects (%)

	
	
	
	
	

	Stowmarket
	80.4
	77.9
	90.3
	82.9

	Mid Suffolk
	80.8
	78.2
	89.1
	83.0

	Suffolk
	76.0
	73.0
	85.0
	78.0


Source: DfES

The graph below shows attainment in Stowmarket achieving level 4 or higher at key stage 2 between 2006 and 2009. 
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Source :DFES
Achievement has been consistently higher in Science than the other subjects throughout these 4 years however; attainment in Maths has consistently performed the worst. 

There was a decrease in attainment in Maths and Science between 2006 and 2007 whereas there was a rise in English attainment. However, Maths, English and Science all experienced a dip in attainment between 2007 and 2008 before seeing a rise between 2008 and 2009.
In addition to Stowmarket’s rates being marginally lower than the district rates there are two schools where the rate falls slightly lower than Mid Suffolk’s average. The average attainment rates across all subjects for these schools are as follows: 
	Combs Middle School
	79%

	Stowmarket Middle School
	81%


Helmingham Community Primary School in Stowmarket achieved the highest attainment in all subjects with 98%.
3.2
Secondary School Attainment 2009
The table below shows the percentage of year 11 secondary school pupils gaining 5 or more GCSEs at A*-C grade. Stowmarket performs worse than the district and county averages on GCSE attainment for 2009. There are 2 secondary schools in the district that display attainment rates below the district average, these are:
	Stowmarket High School
	56%

	Stowupland High School
	63%


Debenham Church of England Voluntary Controlled school in Stowmarket achieved the highest attainment at 88%.
GCSE Attainment 2009
	 
	% achieving 5 or more GCSEs at grade A-C

	Stowmarket
	64.3

	Mid Suffolk
	66.8

	Suffolk
	70.0


Source: DFES
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The graph above shows GCSE attainment in Stowmarket, Mid Suffolk and Suffolk between 2006 and 2009. There was a sharp increase in GCSE attainment in Mid Suffolk and Stowmarket between 2006 and 2007, with them both achieving the same level of attainment. Whilst Stowmarket maintained this level between 2007 and 2008 Mid Suffolk experienced a decrease meaning Stowmarket’s attainment was now higher than Mid Suffolk’s. In 2008-2009 both Mid Suffolk and Suffolk’s attainment rose sharply whilst Stowmarket’s dropped. Suffolk has been consistently improving attainment over the last 4years.
3.3 A/As Level Attainment 2009

The table below shows the percentage of year 13 secondary school and college students average point score for A/AS level or equivalent.
	
	Average point score per student

	Stowmarket
	728.8

	Mid Suffolk
	740.5

	Suffolk
	758.9


Students in Stowmarket are generally achieving a lower point score than those in Mid Suffolk or Suffolk. There are 2 secondary schools in Stowmarket offering A/AS level education. Stowupland High School achieved the highest point per school per student at 751.6, which is higher than the Mid Suffolk average but still lower than Suffolk’s average. Stowmarket high school achieved an average point score per student of 711.6.
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Source: DFES
The graph above shows A/AS level & equivalent attainment between 2006 and 2009.

Suffolk’s attainment has constantly been higher than Mid Suffolk and Stowmarket other than in 2008 where Suffolk had a decrease in attainment. Stowmarket had been improving it’s attainment until 2008 where its attainment dipped to below that of Mid Suffolk and Suffolk. Over the 4 year period there has been an overall increase in attainment within Stowmarket, Mid Suffolk and Suffolk.
4
School Leaver Destinations

4.1
Year 11, 2009

Table 4 (below) shows the school leaver destinations of year 11 pupils in Stowmarket compared to the Suffolk and Mid Suffolk average. Stowmarket has the lowest rate of students entering sixth form compared to the district and county rates. This means that they also have the highest percentage of students becoming NEET (not in Employment, Education or Training).  
Stowmarket has a higher percentage of students leaving year 11 to go into employment with no NVQ 2 or above training (6.9%) than Mid Suffolk (4%) or Suffolk (4.5%) and therefore has significantly less students entering employment with any NVQ level 2+ training than the county and district. Interestingly Stowmarket does has a higher percentage of students entering Government Training schemes than Mid Suffolk and Suffolk.
Table 4
	
	Stowmarket
	Mid Suffolk
	Suffolk

	
	No
	%
	No
	%
	No
	%

	Sixth Form
	84
	41.2
	549
	51.5
	3878
	50.3

	Further Education
	73
	35.8
	355
	33.3
	2550
	33.1

	NVQ 2+  Employment
	2
	1
	42
	3.9
	327
	4.2

	Govt. Training Scheme Trainees
	17
	8.3
	24
	2.3
	176
	2.3

	Employment (not NVQ2 )
	14
	6.9
	43
	4
	347
	4.5

	NEET (Not in Employment, Education or Training)
	13
	6.4
	45
	4.2
	427
	5.5

	No Response
	1
	0.5
	7
	0.7
	63
	0.8

	Total
	204
	100
	1065
	100
	7713
	100


Source: Connexions Suffolk

4.1
Year 13, 2009

[image: image6.emf]Year 13 school destination data, 2009
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Source:ONS
The graph above shows the percentage of year 13 school leaver destinations of students within Stowmarket compared to Mid Suffolk and Suffolk.

As this graph shows, there was a significantly higher percentage of students going into further education within Stowmarket (12.86%) than Mid Suffolk (6.6%) and Suffolk (8.46%) in 2009. There was also a higher percentage of year 13 students becoming NEET (Not in Education, Employment or Training) in Stowmarket (10%) than Mid Suffolk and Suffolk at 4.72% and 4.87% respectively.
5.
Health

5.1 Cancer deaths aged under 75 years of age:

	Top of Form

2002-2006


	Male Cancer Deaths

SMR


	Male No. Cancer Deaths
	Female Cancer Deaths SMR
	Female No. Cancer Deaths
	All persons Cancer Deaths SMR
	All Persons No. Cancer Deaths

	Top of Form

Mid Suffolk
	98
	639
	97
	520
	97
	1,159

	Top of Form

Suffolk
	100
	4,979
	100
	4,328
	100
	9,307

	Top of Form

Stowmarket
	114
	121
	101
	98
	108
	219


Stowmarket has a high Standardised Mortality Ratio (SMR) for cancer deaths of those aged under 75 years, with it being significantly higher than both Mid Suffolk and Suffolk for Male and Female cancer death rates.
5.2 Coronary Heart Disease under 75 Years of Age 2002-2006:

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Area
	Coronary Heart Disease Deaths <75 (Male,SMR)
	Coronary Heart Disease Deaths <75 (Male,No)
	Coronary Heart Disease Deaths <75 (Female,SMR)
	Coronary Heart Disease Deaths <75 (Female,No.)
	Coronary Heart Disease Deaths <75 (All Persons,SMR)
	Coronary Heart Disease Deaths <75 (All Persons,No.)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mid Suffolk
	95
	426
	100
	332
	97
	758

	Suffolk
	100
	3,468
	100
	2,793
	100
	6,261

	Stowmarket
	117
	89
	100
	67
	109
	156


Stowmarket has a high coronary heart disease SMR, which is above the Suffolk benchmark and above Mid Suffolk for the rate in males and all persons. The female SMR was the same for Stowmarket, Suffolk and Mid Suffolk.

Appendix

Ward Level Unemployment Rates, February 2010
	Area
	No. unemployed persons
	Rate (%) unemployed persons

	
	
	

	Bacton And Old Newton
	24
	1.6

	Badwell Ash
	35
	2.3

	Barking And Somersham
	24
	1.8

	Bramford And Blakenham
	50
	2.2

	Claydon And Barham
	42
	1.6

	Debenham
	23
	1.7

	Elmswell And Norton
	57
	1.9

	Eye
	45
	3.9

	Fressingfield
	22
	1.8

	Gislingham
	31
	2.1

	Haughley And Wetherden
	31
	2.4

	Helmingham And Coddenham
	23
	1.7

	Hoxne
	20
	1.7

	Mendlesham
	26
	1.9

	Needham Market
	77
	2.8

	Onehouse
	26
	2.0

	Palgrave
	25
	1.9

	Rattlesden
	25
	2.2

	Rickinghall And Walsham
	54
	2.1

	Ringshall
	28
	1.2

	Stowmarket Central
	68
	2.7

	Stowmarket North
	156
	3.0

	Stowmarket South
	100
	3.3

	Stowupland
	15
	1.2

	Stradbroke And Laxfield
	20
	1.5

	The Stonhams
	32
	2.3

	Thurston And Hessett
	43
	1.6

	Wetheringsett
	28
	1.9

	Woolpit
	33
	2.8

	Worlingworth
	25
	1.8

	Mid Suffolk
	1,208
	2.2


Source:  ONS
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