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	1.
	Policy statement

Mid Suffolk District Council (MSDC) aims to reflect its corporate objectives in its Homeless Prevention Fund Policy. These objectives are as follows:

· To provide access to fair and affordable services

· To work towards a healthier community

· To promote equal opportunities in a fair society 



	2.
	Policy objectives

The main objectives of the Homeless Prevention Fund are as follows:

· To provide financial assistance to homeless households

· To provide financial assistance to households threatened with homelessness to enable them to retain their existing accommodation

· To provide financial assistance to households to enable them access private alternative housing.

· To minimise the use of temporary accommodation 

· To minimise the use of bed and breakfast

· To reduce the impact of homelessness on vulnerable people.

· To enable payments to be made in the form of a loan to the applicant

· To enable payments to be made directly to a landlord or other agency



	3.
	Achieving the objectives



	
	i
	Scope

This policy aims to define the following to achieve its objectives:

· Who is eligible

· The circumstances in which funds can be made available

· The checks that need to be made before a payment is made

· The procedure for the recovery of payments



	
	ii
	Impact

	
	
	The following details the overall impact that this policy wishes to create:

· To reduce the number of households contacting the Council and declaring themselves as homeless.

· To minimise the use of bed and breakfast

· To reduce numbers on the housing register



	
	iii
	Culture

	
	
	The Council recognises that homelessness has a significant impact on vulnerable individuals and families. Therefore, Mid Suffolk District Council aims to:

     (     Increase the options available to individuals, and where possible, to  

             prevent the loss of accommodation occurring

    (     Consider all reasonable requests that could result in an applicant 

            being able to remain in their present home for at least 6 months.



	
	iv.
	Details


	
	
	The following details applicants who are eligible to apply for assistance:

· Households who are homeless or threatened with homelessness, and are in priority need as defined by S.189 of the Housing Act 1996. (Non-priority households may be entitled to a guarantee to cover a deposit for a private tenancy).

· Households found to be unintentionally homeless or threatened with homelessness. 
· Household who have no local connection with Mid Suffolk or any other local authority who are at risk of violence from their local authority area
The following details applicants who are ineligible to apply for assistance:

· Households who have no local connection with Mid Suffolk 

· Those who are ineligible for homelessness assistance or re-housing as a result of their immigration status.

· Those who have previously received a payment from the Homeless Prevention Fund and who have not repaid the loan.

· Anyone with a history of anti-social behaviour. 

· Anyone with a history of rent arrears or an outstanding debt to the Council may be ineligible (each case will be considered on its own merits).

· Existing Council or housing association tenants.

· Applicants who have access to sufficient funds from their own resources.

Examples of payments that can be made:

· Rent in advance and damage deposits.

· One off payments to cover rent arrears (subject to conditions).

· One off payments to cover mortgage arrears (subject to conditions).

· Payment of court costs.

· Arrears with Housing Benefit. (Only available for a limited period when discretionary housing benefit payments have been declined).

The following checks must be made before a payment can be made:

· That the applicant has no other resources available.

· That the applicant is eligible.

· That the applicant is homeless or threatened with homelessness.

· That the accommodation the applicant is being assisted with is affordable.

· That the applicant agrees a repayment arrangement 

· That the applicant understands that an allocation from the housing register may not be made if the arrangement is not adhered to. 



	
	v
	Appeals

	
	
	There is no right of appeal.  All applications will be considered by the the Homeless Prevention Officer under the guidance of a Senior Housing Officer.

All payments made from the homeless prevention fund are discretionary and based upon individual circumstances.



	4.
	Monitoring

Records of payments and receipts will be recorded by the Homeless Prevention Officer and monitored by the Senior Housing Officer (Housing Options)



	
	

	5.
	Review



	
	This policy will be reviewed every 5 years, or sooner if legislative or other changes require, and is subject to continuing homelessness funding from the DCLG.
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