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Matters 9a and 9f 
James Cutting, Neil McManus, Graeme Mateer 

Suffolk County Council 
 

Suffolk County Council Statement on Matters 9a and 9f 
 

This statement has been prepared by Suffolk County Council to address 
issues raised by the Inspector which relate to delivery of the Hadleigh 

strategic allocation 
 

1. Suffolk County Council position 
 
1.1 The county council is content that its likely infrastructure requirements 

for development of this scale and at this location do not present 
problems for the delivery of this allocation. 

 
1.2 The county council previously raised the issue of access points to this 

site, noting that a second access (likely to be on to Frog Hall Lane) 
may not be suitable as a full access. The county council has since 
agreed this matter with Babergh District Council, and understand that 
masterplanning for this location will reflect this matter as appropriate. 
The county council is content that the Core Strategy, as modified (Ref: 
E02), will be sufficient to deal with this issue. 

 
1.3 The county council also wrote to request explicit recognition of the 

need for a travel plan to accompany this development and is pleased 
to note that Babergh has acceded to this request. 

 
2. Matters to be brought forward in future documents 
 
2.1 Education 

The county council’s approach to education contributions is set out in 
the Section 106 Developer’s Guide to Infrastructure Contributions 
(K14). Based on standard Suffolk pupil yield multipliers, a development 
of 250 dwellings would be expected to generate the following number 
of pupils. 
 

Pre School 
(ages 3-5) 

Primary 
(ages 5-11) 

Secondary 
(ages 11-16) 

Sixth Form 
(ages 16+) 

18 62 45 10 
 
The level of contribution sought would be dependent on the amount of 
spare capacity in existing local schools. Forecasts of school rolls are 
based upon census data, Area Health Authority statistics on live births 
and information from health visitors and doctor’s practices. 
 
The county council anticipates that it will be possible to mitigate the 
impacts of this growth on schools off-site.  The development is not 
large enough to require an additional primary school in its own right.   
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The current forecast capacity at the primary schools is shown below: 
 

 Pupil Forecasts 

  Capacity 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Hadleigh Primary 546 530 554 573 570 561 

Beaumont Primary 140 113 119 118 117 114 

St Mary's CEVA Primary 210 168 164 158 150 140 

Total 896 811 837 849 837 815 

Capacity - Total forecasts 85 59 47 59 81 

 
The total capacity at the primary schools is 896 pupils.  By way of 
example, if 250 more homes were built by 2015 (leading to 62 more 
pupils) additional capacity for some 15 pupils would be required.  SCC 
would not wish to expand Hadleigh Primary further, so the additional 
provision would need to be accommodated at Beaumont and St Mary’s 
Primary – a grant aided school.   
 
At present, based on the broad forecasts, Suffolk County Council 
expects that two-thirds of the resultant growth could be accommodated 
in St Mary’s and one third in Beaumont Primary.  However, if other 
developments are permitted on windfall sites in the intervening period, 
this available capacity might be no longer available.  
 
There might be some available capacity at Hadleigh High to absorb the 
additional 44 secondary pupils that are predicted to arise from the 
increase in housing stock.  However, forecasts indicate the by 2016, 
the secondary school will not be able to accommodate all the resultant 
growth and contributions would be necessary to increase the capacity 
– currently at 840. 
 

  Pupil Forecasts 
  
  Capacity 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Hadleigh High 840 766 773 814 849 846 

Capacity - Total forecasts 74 67 26 -9 -6 

 
 

2.2 Early Years 
As per the table above and the threshold set by the Section 106 
Developer’s Guide, this proposal does not generate sufficient pre-
school aged children to automatically justify on-site provision. However, 
it is very close to that threshold, and so the county council may seek to 
deliver a new facility in Hadleigh to serve this development, and any 
smaller or windfall developments that come forward, using CIL to do 
so. 
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2.3 Transport 
Transport evidence relating to this development is set out in the 
Babergh LDF- Transport Impacts paper (Ref: D34). Town centre 
facilities would be within cycling distance and the nature of the town is 
such that cycling is possible using the roads. There is also the potential 
for bus routes 91 to be rerouted to serve the new development, though 
it should be noted that service 773 no longer operates. The location is 
described as being ‘reasonable’ overall in terms of accessibility, but the 
report also notes the potential for achieving modal shift through the 
masterplanning process. 
 
The report notes that the most significant issue arising from this broad 
location of growth is access onto the A1071. The proposal would 
access the A1071 via the new roundabout at the junction with Lady 
Lane, which, the county council considers as the most appropriate 
means of access. A secondary access on to Frog Hall Lane only for 
pedestrians, cyclists and emergency vehicles has also been agreed 
between the planning authority and the highway authority. 
 
Off-site measures, to be determined through a detailed transport 
assessment process, are likely to be required, but the assessment 
undertaken so far has not raised any concerns that transport 
requirements would affect the suitability of this development.  If 
services are provided within the site, in accordance with policy CS10, 
then one of the recommendations in the Transport Impacts Paper 
(D34, para. 5.2.5) would have been satisfied.  


