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Paupers Graves

Start location 
Mid Suffolk Leisure Centre (Stowmarket)

Postcode
 IP14 1LH

Distance 
approx. 3 miles

Duration 
1 -1.5 hours dependent on pace

Parking at Mid Suffolk Leisure
Centre, Gainsborough Road leave the 

leisure centre car park turning right into 
Gainsborough Road, passing Stowmarket 
High School on your right, turn left at the 
junction into Onehouse Road.

Walk approximately 100 metres, crossing 
the road opposite number 64 Onehouse 
Road to a pathway which leads through 
the estate.  Follow the footpath bearing 
left to Winchester Close, then right 

into Thirlmere Drive.  Then turn 
immediately left to a footpath and 

at the bottom, turn left to a cul-de-sac, 
where at the end you will find a footpath 
with a railing, leading to Finborough 
Road.  This particular stretch of road is 
very busy and care should be taken when 
exiting this footpath.  Cross the road, 

turning left and walk approx. 200 metres, 
where you will see a turning to the 
right, Beaumont Way.  Go to the bottom 

of Beaumont Way where the road 
bends left and right.  Immediately 

opposite the bend you will see a footpath 
sign which leads you on to a footpath/
track, which eventually will bring you to 
a hump-back foot bridge.  Rest a while 

on the bridge and take in the view of 
the river which up until the last century 
was the site of the osier beds, where 
osier canes were harvested, which were 
used in the local basket making business.  
This was also an area of the town where 
saffron was grown.

Continue your walk by turning back 
the same way you came to Beaumont 

Way.  Walk up the hill to the junction 
with Finborough Road again and turn 
right.  You will then come to a junction 
and a left hand bend, where on the bend 
you will see Clover’s Court in front of 
you.  This was the site of Collins Basket 
Makers, using osier canes from the last 
location visited by the river. This is now 
a residential complex.  Way back in 
medieval times this was also the site of a 
large Viking settlement, hence the name 
of the road, Danescourt Avenue.

Carry on in Finborough Road walking on 
the footpath on your right to a four- way 
junction, continuing round the right hand 
bend whereupon the Recreation Ground 
will be on your left as you walk.  You will 
see the Suffolk Army Cadet Force HQ on 

your right and at this point cross the 
road to the Memorial Gates.  Stop 

here for a moment and read the names 

on the gates of fallen soldiers of both 
wars and in particular Mrs Rhoda Farrow 
who, in 1945 was the only civilian and 
female occupant of Stowmarket to die 
as a result of enemy action, when the 
Congregational Church was bombed, the 
blast destroying houses in Kensington 
Road where unfortunately Mrs Farrow 
was killed.  This sad story is made more 
poignant by the fact that Mrs Farrow had 
just returned home after saying goodbye 
to her son at Stowmarket Railway Station 
as he returned to his unit with the RAF.

From the Memorial Gates walk to the 
right, and if open, you might want a bite 
to eat, or a coffee at the Café@therec. 
Continue the walk by turning left behind 
the café and walk up the footpath which 
goes past the now closed Stowmarket 
Secondary Modern School.  When you 

reach the end of the footpath, turn left 
into Walnut Tree Walk and with the old 
school on your left walk to the junction 
with Recreation Road and turn right.  At 
the top you will see Finney’s sandwich 
shop where you should turn left into 
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Stowmarket 
North West Walk

Violet Hill Road.  You will pass the 
Police Station on your right; the site 

of the author’s policing command in the 
1990s. 

Walking on you will see Chilton Primary 
School on your left, the Stow Health 
Centre on your right and then the 
cemetery on both sides of the road.  
The area of the cemetery to the right, 
containing the chapel of rest, is the site 
of another sad story where in 1871; 
victims of the Gun Cotton Factory 
explosion were buried in an unmarked 
grave where sadly identification of 
individuals was not possible.

Carry on down the hill to the junction 
with Bury Road turning left and at some 
stage along this part of the road, cross to 
the opposite side with great care, due to 
the potential for heavy traffic.  Walk as 
far as the mini roundabout, whereupon 

a slight diversion from the walk will lead 
you to a very attractive rural setting
called Green’s Meadow, which can 

be accessed by turning right at the 
roundabout toward the A14 and just after 
passing the A14 underpass you will see 
a path to your right where you can enter 
and explore Green’s Meadow.

Retrace your steps to the mini 
roundabout with Stowmarket Football 
Club on your left.  Cross the road at 
the traffic island near the roundabout 
and turn right to the access road to 
the Chilton Hall Estate.  You will know 

you are on the right path if you see 
allotments on your right.  Walk to the
traffic light controlled junction and 

turn left to Chilton Way whereupon you 
will walk about a quarter of a mile up the 
hill and eventually  see the Stowmarket 
Rugby Club on your right.  Continuing 
on you will see a footpath sign to your 
right approximately 50 metres from the 
T-junction with Onehouse Road.  Turn

right into this footpath and cross 
the small railed bridge and turn 

immediately right, following the cinder 
footpath round to the left and with the 
Rugby Club fields on your right.

Follow this path until you reach a sharp 
right hand bend with a small wooded 
area directly in front of you.  Instead 
of continuing on the footpath to the 
right, enter the wood which is known 
as the Pauper’s Graveyard.  Just as you 
enter, you will see a wooden cross, with 
numbers attached to it, to your left, 
which represent numbers taken from 
the graves of paupers who were forced 
or obliged to live and work in the Work 
House adjacent to the area.  A footpath 

leads through the graveyard and round 
the perimeter and back to where you first 
entered.  From here retrace your steps 

the way you came with the Rugby 
Club playing fields on your left. Go 

round the right hand bend, with the site 
of the old Work House on your right and 
re-cross the foot bridge turning right 
again into Chilton Way.  

Walk to the next junction turning left into 
Onehouse Road and with the school
on your left, you should turn left at 

the next junction,  into Gainsborough 
Road, which will bring you back to the 
start of the walk at Mid Suffolk Leisure 
Centre.
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For Further Details Please Contact:

Bob Halls
Tel: 07754 522233
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