
THE VISION
A sustainable and modern space for artists and 
the community to unfold creatively, to gather 
and celebrate local talent,  local products and 
the heritage of a historic pillar of Stowmarket. 

The history of The Old Fox Yard stretches back to the 16th century, 
starting off as a coaching inn known then as The Fox Hotel. The inn had 
a series of owners and by the middle of the 19th century had become 
a large complex of buildings. Modece’s regeneration project was awarded 
the Heritage Champion Award 2021 by the Suffolk Preservation Society in 
recognition of Modece’s contribution to Suffolk’s heritage through the Old 
Fox Yard.

When Modece decided to regenerate the Old Fox Yard, 
it was clear that highlighting its heritage whilst keeping 
it as the busy quarter it has always been would pose a 
challenge. The best way to celebrate the life of the yard 
was to bring a new energy to it, one that would merge 
its rich heritage with contemporary life and the future 
vision for Stowmarket as a place where the community 
and external visitors come together.

In collaboration with Fox Yard Studio and Pallet bar, Modece 
refurbished the building into their own office; Fox Yard Studio’s 
art gallery and workshop; and Pallet Bar; all together forming 
a new Design Quarter in the Grade II listed building. It now 
houses live music nights, food stalls and drinks from local 
producers and exhibitions by local artists. Modece brought the 
vision to life by restoring the building using only sustainable 
methods which, on one hand, exposed the beautiful original 
timber-framed structure and on the other created a healthy 
interior environment for the bar, the studio and the office.

THE CONCEPT

THE HERITAGE
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The life of the Old Fox Yard

NEW DESIGN QUARTER 
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The bar, managed by Ella Gill, offers customers 
a bespoke and thoroughly crafted menu with a 
range of locally produced drinks and snacks; 
weekly events of independent food stalls and 
live music; and a rotating art exhibition within 
the bar itself of local artists, where clients not 
only enjoy the artwork but have the possibility of 
purchasing art pieces. Customers have received 
a new place to socialise and enjoy a range of 
locally produced drinks.

Scan to visit Pallet Bar’s website

Fox Yard Studio, founded by textile artist and 
illustrator Sam Bell, has taken on the challenge of 
offering a place for local artists to exhibit and sell 
their work in the centre of town whilst also being 
able to offer art workshops to the public, teaching 
their craft to a wider audience. This gives artists 
who might not have their own space the chance 
of developing their business and, especially in view 
of the pandemic which forced many businesses to 
close, an accessible space for creatives of different 
crafts to engage with the public.

Our plan is to continue growing, offering more spaces for our local talents and 
creatives to unfold their craft and let their businesses grow. The vision is to create 
rentable workshop units for entrepreneurs to have a place to work, produce and sell. 

The design approach for Modece’s office was to 
creatively preserve, integrate and showcase the Old 
Fox Yard’s heritage while pioneering sustainable 
construction techniques. The result is a modern 
working environment with a historical fabric and 
natural materials that accommodates the needs of 
a growing business and attracts a talented team 
to the small architectural practice. This innovative 
approach which seeks to frame its history whilst 
turning it into a healthy, sustainable building, is one 
of the first examples in Suffolk.

Workspaces for upcoming entrepreneurs

PALLET BAR

MODECE ARCHITECTS

FOX YARD STUDIO

MOVING FORWARD...

Scan to visit Fox Yard Studio’s website

Scan to visit Modece Architects’s website
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