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SUDBURY STEERING GROUP 
NOTES OF MEETING: 28th October 2019 (4pm - 5.30pm) 

LOCATION: Mayor’s Parlour, Sudbury Town Hall 

 
ATTENDEES: Cllr Michael Holt (MH) (Chair), Cllr Jack Owen (JO), Cllr Ellen Murphy (EM), Simon 

Barrett (SBa), Oliver Forder (OF), Robin Bailey (RB) 

Apologies received from: Cllr Andrew Reid (AR), Cllr Peter Beer (PB) 

 

Officers in attendance: Suzanne Buck (SBu)(SCC), Jacqui Howells (JH) & Jodie Budd (JB) (STC), and 

Fiona Duhamel (FD), Richard Hunt (RH), (District Secretariat Support to Group), Christine Knight (CK) (BMSDC 

Communications) 

 
 

1. Welcome and introductions:  

The meeting was opened at 4pm by Cllr Michael Holt. Apologies were received from Cllr 

Andrew Reid (SCC Cabinet Lead for Highways, Transport and Rural affairs) and Cllr Peter 

Beer. 

 

2. Terms of Reference:  

Finalised terms of reference and role of the group were agreed by the Group, and are 

published and available on  

 https://www.babergh.gov.uk/business/economic-development/town-centre-

development/sudbury-steering-group/ 

 

3. Sudbury Town Centre Commission: 

SBu presented an outline of the Sudbury Town Centre study from WSP commissioned by 

SCC in partnership with BDC. The scope of the study focuses on two inter-linked pieces of 

work; 

• a review of options to remove Sudbury Bus Station from the Hamilton Road site (with 

a transition to on-street provision). 

• an urban realm study primarily focussed on the Market Hill area but including urban 

realm interventions that may help to give a coherent feel to the town centre. The study 

will consider related junction improvements, and connectivity, outlining opportunities 

for developing wayfinding and pedestrian / cycle links and the environment of the 

town centre.  

 

Desk top studies had commenced, with the scope of focus illustrated in presentation (see 

website) including routes to railway station and lorry park. Surveys were commencing w/c 

4th November. 

 

The overarching drivers for the study are to enable a sustainable transport system for 

Sudbury, working with the bus operators towards improving efficient and effective bus 

https://www.babergh.gov.uk/business/economic-development/town-centre-development/sudbury-steering-group/
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services with improved frequency and routes. Feedback in relation to the bus services 

included  

- the need for services accessing estates, and to be more visible, and attractive and 

reflect customer behaviour 

- information access 

- recognition of the working age population now growing above age 65 

- the role of taxi-buses within the system 

-  

SBu confirmed that the study is a first stage presentation of options and opportunities to 

develop more detailed projects, for example some of the routes and connectivity to the 

town centre and railway station. The link between the Crofts greenspace and Belle Vue 

Park was one example. 

A review of the cycling network was commented but this is not within the study scope and 

would be an integral part of the town’s refreshed LTP, timetabled for 2020/21. However, at 

all junctions within the study, pedestrian and cycling provision will be considered for 

improvements. 

 

It was agreed that the findings of the study would come back to the Group in early 

January, with public and business engagement events later in January/February. 

 

4. Vision for Prosperity programme update: 

FD provided updates to the group, the key actions relating to 

- A review commissioned for the Hamilton Road site will be reported to the Group in 

January. 

- An update was requested by SBa for Chilton Woods with RAG rating proposed as 

AMBER 

- Positive positions on key developments for Kingfisher Leisure Centre, 

Gainsborough’s House and St Peters. 

 

The group agreed to review prioritisation and dependencies of current projects and 

consider additional developing project areas. Additional areas might include  

- the Delphi site and related to this the identification of employment sites.  

- Walking and cycling 

- Wayfinding 

- Vision for Prosperity vision/brand 

The Group agreed to review prioritisation of the Vision for Prosperity programme in 

January.  

 

5. Communication: 

The Group also agreed that future communication, key messages and branding for the 

Visioning programme was essential to demonstrate the positive joined up activity in 

Sudbury and strength of place. The Sudbury Vision Officer Group were developing key 

messages and narrative to support this work and a joint workshop will be convened in 

January 2020.  
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6. Any Other Business 

The Cross Street experimental TRO was reported by MH. All residents impacted have been 

written to, and the TRO will monitor air quality and be reviewed at 6 and 12 months enabling 

a decision to be made at the end of the 12-18 month period. 

 

FD proposed inviting a representative from large retail sector (Waitrose) to the next Group, 

and this was agreed. 

 

JH alerted the group to the award to Sudbury as Suffolk Town of the Year 2019 from CAS 

awards. 

 

The Sudbury Steering Group forward plan and dates for an early January workshop will be 

confirmed by RH, replacing December dates circulated earlier. 

 

The meeting closed at 5.25pm 

 


