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1: Introduction 

 
1.1 The Wilby Neighbourhood Development Plan will provide the first ever 

statutory planning policy document specifically for the Parish of Wilby. 
Neighbourhood Plans such as this were made possible by powers contained 
within the 2011 Localism Act which sought to decentralise policy making to 
the local level and give more powers to communities and the right to shape 
future development where they live. It complements existing national and local 
planning policy by providing a specifically local level of detail attained through 
consultation with the local community and further research. 

 
1.2 The Neighbourhood Plan is a community-led document for guiding the future 

development of the parish.  It is about the use and development of land 
between 2018 and 2036. Now the Plan is made and adopted, Mid Suffolk 
District Council will use it to determine planning applications. Wilby Parish 
Council will use the Plan to respond to planning applications. 

 
1.3 Commissioned by Wilby Parish Council, the Wilby Neighbourhood Plan has 

been developed by a Volunteer Group of local residents (see Appendix A for 
Volunteer Group members).  The aim of the Volunteer Group was to establish 
a Neighbourhood Plan for Wilby that allows for sustainable development that 
meets local needs and sustains local facilities whilst protecting the local 
landscape and rural character of the surrounding countryside. 

 
1.4 The Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared in accordance with the statutory 

requirements and processes set out in the Town and Country Planning Act 
1990 (as amended by the Localism Act 2011) and the Neighbourhood 
Planning Regulations 2012 (as amended).  
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1.5 The Wilby Neighbourhood Plan is not a mechanism for stopping development 
- it is there to ensure that development takes place in an appropriate way for 
the parish. It has therefore been positively prepared, and its purpose is to 
support and manage growth, not prevent it. In practice, higher level planning 
documents such as the emerging Babergh Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan 
(hereafter referred to as the Joint Local Plan or JLP)1 cannot feasibly deal 
with all of the issues particular to every town and village across the district, 
whereas Neighbourhood Plans can by providing additional details which 
reflect specific local circumstances and conditions. 

 
1.6 The Neighbourhood Plan provides clarity on what will be expected from 

development proposals, gives prospective investors confidence in how the 
area will change in the future, and ensures that the impact of development is 
anticipated and planned for in Wilby. A Neighbourhood Plan is a significant 
document and will carry legal weight so that developers have to take note 
when considering future developments in the parish. 

 
1.7 The Wilby Neighbourhood Plan, was the subject of a successful Referendum 

on 6th May 2021. This followed an Examination in October and November 
2020, which in turn followed the REG16 Submission Consultation undertaken 
between 12th August 2020 and 7th October. The REG14 Pre-Submission 
consultation took place between 22nd January and 12th March 2020. Local 
residents, businesses and statutory agencies all had the opportunity to 
comment on the draft Plan. All comments submitted at each stage were 
collated and considered. The Plan was amended accordingly.  

 
1.8 The table below sets out the key stages of the Neighbourhood Plan process. 
 

NDP Stages Timeline Progress 

Stage 1: Neighbourhood Area 
Designation 

Dec 2017 Complete 

Stage 2: Set up, evidence 
gathering, initial community 
consultation to establish key 
themes, Vision and Objectives 

Jan 2018 to Nov 
2018 

Complete 

Stage 3: Further data collection, 
establish policy ideas 

Dec 2018 to Feb 
2019 

Complete 

Stage 4: Community consultation 
to test policy ideas in order to draft 
Neighbourhood Plan  

Mar 2019 then Plan 
drafting Apr 2019 - 
Oct 2019 

Complete 

 
 
1 https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/new-joint-local-plan/  
 

https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/new-joint-local-plan/
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Stage 5: Pre-submission 
consultation (REG14) on the draft 
plan 

Jan 2020 to Mar 
2020 

Complete 

Stage 6: Submission of plan to 
District Council and further public 
consultation (REG16) 

July to Sep 2020 Complete 

Stage 7: Independent Examination Oct / Nov 2020 Complete 

Stage 8: Referendum May 2021 Complete 

 
 

Accompanying supporting documents 

 

1.9 The Wilby Neighbourhood Plan is supported by the following documents: 
 

¶ Basic Conditions Statement ï outlines how the statutory basic conditions 
have been met. 

¶ Consultation Statement ï outlines how and when the public have been 
consulted on the content of the Plan. 

¶ Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening Report ï sets out the key 
environmental, economic and social issues in the plan area 

¶ Habitat Regulation Screening Report ï identifies any potential impacts on 
protected species or habitats. 

¶ Site Heritage Impact Assessment for Site H1 
 

1.10 At referendum, every resident of Wilby who was entitled to vote in the District 
Council elections had the opportunity to vote on whether or not they agreed 
with the Neighbourhood Plan. Residents were asked, óDo you want Mid 
Suffolk District Council to use the Neighbourhood Plan for Wilby parish to help 
it decide planning applications in the Neighbourhood area?ô. Of those who 
voted 83.5% voted YES. The Plan required at least 50 per cent support from 
those who vote in the referendum, and therefore the District Council ñmadeò 
(adopted) the Neighbourhood Plan as part of the statutory development plan 
on 19th May 2021. 

 
1.11 The Neighbourhood Plan covers the entire Parish of Wilby, and the area was 

formally designated by the District Council on 18th December 2017. 
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2: Wilby 

 
A brief History of Wilby 

 
2.1 In 1870-72, John Marius Wilson's Imperial Gazetteer of England and Wales 

described Wilby like this:  
 
 ñWILBY, a parish, with a small village, in Hoxne district, Suffolk; 6 miles ESE 

of Eye r. station. Post town, Stradbroke, under Wickham-Market. Acres, 
1,844. Real property, £3,383. Pop., 560. Houses, 126. The property is 
subdivided. The living is a rectory in the diocese of Norwich. Value, £646* 
Patron, the Rev. G. Mingaye. The church is Norman and good. Charities, 
£77.ò 

 
2.2 Wilby is a village and civil parish in the Mid Suffolk district of Suffolk in 

eastern England located around 9 miles (14km) south-east of Diss and 1.25 
miles (2km) south of Stradbroke along the B1118. The population of the 
parish at the 2001 census was 231 and had risen slightly to 239 by 2011. 

 
2.3 The name of the village is generally believed to be derived from the Old 

English meaning 'Ring of Willows'. The village is mentioned in the Domesday 
Book at which time it had a small population of around 7 households and 
formed part of the holding of Bishop William of Thetford. The nearest villages 
are Brundish, Laxfield, Stradbroke and Worlingworth. There are separate 
hamlets within the parish of Foals Green, Russel's Green, Stanway Green 
and Wootten Green (part) which form part of the village which is dispersed in 
nature.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_parish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mid_Suffolk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suffolk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diss
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stradbroke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domesday_Book
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domesday_Book
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brundish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laxfield
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stradbroke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worlingworth
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2.4 Settlement was first recorded in Wilby around 10862 . Suffolk County Council 
believe there are hints of Roman/Iron Age activity in the south of the parish, 
when there are records of farming activity such as pig keeping, horse 
breeding and poultry. Crops included barley with some wheat, rye, oats, peas, 
vetches, hops and occasionally hemp. By 1818, farming was changing, and 
the choice of crops varied usually including summer fallow as preparation for 
corn products. By 1937 the main crops were wheat, barley, beans, peas, beet, 
clover and then by 1969 the land was more intensively farmed for cereal 
growing and sugar beet. At the start of the 19th century the population of the 
parish was nearly 900. However, as farming methods changed, with more and 
more mechanisation, it became less labour-intensive and former labourers 
moved elsewhere for work. As the social structure of the community changed 
over the next 200 years so did the topography, with hedgerows being 
removed to create the larger fields more suitable to mechanised farming. In 
modern Wilby only a minority of the population is required to run productive 
agriculture, but it is still essentially an agricultural community whose life is 
dominated by the farming seasons. 

 
 2.5 Wilby still largely consists of three main points of development - a small centre 

around the church and school, and further clusters at Cole Street and Wilby 
Green. Secondary settlements also exist at Russellôs Green and Foals Green. 

 
 2.6 Between 1908 and 1952 the village was served by Wilby railway station on 

the Mid-Suffolk Light Railway. The nearest operational railway station is now 
at Diss. 

 
Village Facilities 
 
2.7 The village has some basic services including a primary school and village 

hall. The village church is dedicated to St Mary. It is medieval in origin and 
includes a 15th-century tower and a series of bench ends from the same 
century which are one of the finest collections in East Anglia. Services are 
held on a weekly basis under the auspices of the current vicar Revd. David 
Burrell. St Mary's is a Grade I listed building.  

 

2.8 The village school ï Wilby Church of England Voluntary Controlled Primary 

School - serves around 83 children aged 5 to 11. The majority of the pupils 

are from the surrounding villages rather than Wilby itself. It is currently judged 

as 'Good' by Ofsted and has had historic links to a school in Mbauro in Kenya. 

At 11 children usually transfer to Stradbroke High School. 

 

 

 
 
2 Suffolk Historic Environment Record 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mid-Suffolk_Light_Railway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diss_railway_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ofsted
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mbauro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stradbroke_High_School
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2.9 The village hall, which stands on the B1118, close to the centre of the village 
and opposite the school, is named Coronation Hall to commemorate the 
coronation of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. Officially opened on Saturday 
28 May 1955, it was one of the first village halls in Suffolk to be made by 
voluntary labour. The village hall is popular for activities and private functions. 
There is a separate bar area inside the main room, a stage and audio-visual 
facilities. It is operated by an active Village Hall Management Committee 
which has bid successfully for funding in recent years and enabled the interior 
of the hall to undergo refurbishment. 

 
Other facilities - Medical Facilities 
 
2.10 There is no specific provision of medical services within Wilby and local 

residents predominantly tend to use facilities at Stradbroke. The Parish 
Council will support Ipswich and East Suffolk CCG in ensuring suitable and 
sustainable provision of Primary Healthcare services for the residents of 
Wilby.ò 

 
Population 
 
2.11 According to 2011 Census3 data, the population of Wilby was 239 and there 

were 110 dwellings within the parish. Of these 98 were occupied and 12 were 
unoccupied ï this equates to a vacancy rate of 10.9% which was well in 
excess of the 3.8% average for the whole of Mid Suffolk.  

 

2.12 The gender balance of the population is relatively equal with 51.5% being 
female and 48.5% being male. The number of residents aged over 65 is 55 
(22.2%) which is slightly above the Mid Suffolk average of 20.1% but higher 
than the England average of 16.3%. In 2011 there were 38 (15.9%) children 
under the age of 16, which is lower than both the Mid Suffolk average of 
18.4% and the England average of 18.9%. There were 148 (61.9%) working 
age adults (aged 16-64) which was slightly higher than the Mid Suffolk 
average of 61.4% but below the England average of 64.7%. The dependency 
ratio for Wilby i.e., the Ratio of Non-working Age to Working Age Population 
was 0.61 which is below the Mid Suffolk average of 0.63 but above the 
England average of 0.55. 

 
2.13 In terms of the health of the Wilby residents, just over 40% are classified as 

very good, 43% as good, 11% as fair, 3% as bad and 3% as very bad. The 
good and fair ratings very much mirror the Mid Suffolk and England averages 
however the óvery badô figure is over double the Mid Suffolk and England 
figures. 

 
 
3 Source ONS data https://www.ons.gov.uk/ 
 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/
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Natural Environment 
 
2.14 Wilby is found within a large area of central north Suffolk identified as Plateau 

Claylands. This landscape occurs on the great plateau of glacial till or boulder 
clay deposited by the retreating ice-sheet of the Anglian Glaciation. This 
plateau is generally flat or only gently undulating and the edges of the plateau 
are dissected by the valleys of the Dove, Deben, Alde, and Blyth. Small 
tributary streams provide the only relatively significant relief in this landscape 
such as between Wilby and Worlingworth.4 

 
2.15 This is an ancient, long-settled landscape and above all farming country. It is 

an area of villages and moated farmsteads. Since the 1940s changes in 
agriculture have impacted on the landscape, through larger field sizes, and 
once common farmland species such as grey partridge, lapwing, skylark, 
turtle dove and yellowhammer have greatly declined. Agri-environment 
schemes offer opportunities to address such declines although at present 
there are no areas in Wilby under either Countryside Stewardship or 
Environmental Stewardship. 

 

 
 
Wildlife 
 
2.16 Although Wilby has no designated sites of wildlife importance such as Sites of 

Scientific Interest, County Wildlife Sites or Roadside Nature Reserves it does 
have a number of Priority Species and Habitats.  

 
2.17 Priority Species are those that have been identified as of greatest 

conservation concern across the UK usually because of a significant decline 
in their range or population. There are a number of priority species that live in 
Wilby and these include mammals such as bats (Natterers and Pipistrelle 
 recorded at Wilby Churchyard), Harvest Mouse, Otter, and Water Vole; 

 
 
4 Courtesy of Julian Roughton, CEO Suffolk Wildlife Trust and Wilby Resident 

http://www.suffolklandscape.org.uk/landscapes/Plateau-claylands.aspx
http://www.suffolklandscape.org.uk/landscapes/Plateau-claylands.aspx
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amphibians and reptiles including Common Toad, Grass Snake and Great 
crested Newt and birds such breeding pairs of Barn Owls, Bullfinch and 
Dunnock. 

 

Historic Environment 

 

2.18 There are 30 buildings and structures within the parish of Wilby that are 
included on Historic Englandôs National List. These range from the Church of 
St Mary which is listed Grade I, Wilby Hall and Wilby Manor both Grade II and 
a number of Grade II Listed farmhouses such as Rectory Farmhouse, Church 
Farmhouse and Foals Green Farmhouse. Wilby Hall is of interest due to its 
16th century intact medieval moat. 

 
2.19  Possibly due to its sporadic built form Wilby does not have a formally 

designated Conservation Area. There is a small cluster of listed cottages 
close to the church at the centre of the village in The Street and these include 
the former Swan Public House. 

 

 
 

The Old Swan, formerly The Swan Inn 

 

2.20 According to the Suffolk Historic Environment Record there are 33 records of 
archaeological interest including 6 moats and 3 historic greens. The number 
of moats is a significant feature in Wilby and evidence of them is still evident 
today in particular Wilby Hall, a Grade II listed building, is a 16th century 
farmhouse with an intact medieval moat. These are shown on Map A below. 
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Map A ï Historic Environment Record 
 



 
 

 

13 | P a g e A d o p t e d  V e r s i o n  M a y  2 0 2 1 
 

Transport and Access 

 

2.21 Wilby is not well served by public transport with no direct services to or from 
the village. It is approximately a 30-minute walk to Stradbroke where bus 
services to Eye, Diss and Ipswich could previously be accessed up to 
September 2019, but these have now been withdrawn. There is a Community 
Bus provided in the village which operates on a dial-a-ride system. 

 
2.22 There are public footpaths within the village, but the network is not necessarily 

coherent. The routes that exist today probably once extended between the 
main part of the village - the church and the various outlying farms e.g., Trust 
Farm, Foals Green, Town Farm, Moat Farm, Newtons Farm, Green Farm, 
Prospect Farm, Rokeby Farm and Rookery Farm. The principal route is Wilby 
FP16 which is accessed off Church Road opposite the graveyard and extends 
past the rear of the school before splitting into three other routes ï Nos 17, 15 
and 14 which all end at the by-road known as Capon Lane. FP14 passes 
Rokeby Farm where it becomes FP10 and continues to Wilby Green. FP11 
begins at Wilby Green and joins the B1118 south of Town Farm. FP15 goes in 
the opposite direction before continuing straight on to become FP8 where it 
continues to Foals Green Road. 

 
2.23 The footpath network as it exists is lacking with regard to the availability of 

circular routes of varying lengths. A more comprehensive network of routes 
would benefit residents in a number of ways not least the health and well- 
being benefits of walking, access to nature and opportunities to enjoy the 
countryside. This would require the opening up of more routes and would, 
therefore, necessitate co-operation from local farmers and landowners, with a 
view to looking at the potential for headlands as acceptable footpaths or 
permissive paths. 

 
Floodrisk 
 
2.24 Wilby is situated on Plateau Claylands, with seasonally waterlogged clay 

soils, many ponds, and some small steams and tributaries. These conditions 
could result in some risk from surface flooding. There are areas of 
Environment Agency flood zone 3 along the western parish boundary where 
there is an unnamed watercourse, and also some areas of the existing 
developed area within the parish which are predicted to be affected by surface 
water flooding. Surface water flood reports in Wilby all relate to flooding of the 
public highway.  
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Strategic Policy context 

 
2.25 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)5 sets out the Governmentôs 

planning policies for England and how they are expected to be applied. Every 
local planning authority in England is required to prepare a Local Plan. This 
Local Plan includes all of the local planning policies for that area and identifies 
how land is used, determining what will be built where. The Local Plan that 
covers Wilby is produced by Mid Suffolk District Council. The District Councilôs 
Local Plan, along with any Neighbourhood Plan, provides the basis for 
determining planning applications and future development in the local area 
and should be consistent with the National Planning Policy Framework. 

 
2.26 The Wilby Neighbourhood Plan is in conformity with the revised NPPF, in 

particular taking a positive approach that reflects the presumption in favour of 
sustainable development. 

 
2.27 Development is defined as ñthe carrying out of building, engineering, mining or 

other operations in, on, over or under land, or the making of any material 
change in the use of any buildings or other landò. 6  Section 38 of the Planning 
and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 emphasises that the planning system 
continues to be a ñplan-ledò system and restates the requirement that 
ñdetermination must be made in accordance with the Plan unless material 
considerations indicate otherwiseò 

 
2.28 The Wilby Neighbourhood Plan once made (adopted) will form part of the 

statutory Development Plan for the area and future planning applications for 
new development will be determined using its policies.  

 
2.29 Currently, the statutory development plan for the area consists of the saved 

policies in the Mid Suffolk Local Plan Adopted in 1998, the Mid Suffolk Core 
Strategy, adopted in September 2008, and the Mid Suffolk Core Strategy 
Focussed Review, Adopted in 2012. These documents are in the process of 
being replaced by the Babergh Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan7 (produced in 
conjunction with Babergh District Council) which reached Pre-Submission 
(REG19) Consultation Stage in November 2020.. The Plan period of the 
existing plans runs to 2026 whereas the emerging Joint Local Plan looks to 
2037. Due regard has been given to the emerging Joint Local Plan which is 
expected to be adopted in 2021. 

 

 

 
 
5 (Revised in Feb 2019) - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2 
6 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Section 55. 
7 https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/new-joint-local-plan/  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/new-joint-local-plan/
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2.30 The Adopted Mid Suffolk Core Strategy identifies Wilby as a óhamletô in the 
settlement hierarchy with the expectation that new development will be to meet 
local needs only. 

 

2.31 The Pre-Submission Regulation 19 Consultation Version of the Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan (JLP) was published in November 2020, with 
consultation taking place until 24th December 2020. The emerging JLP 
identifies Wilby as a óHamletô. It also indicates a minimum figure of 7 dwellings 
are expected to be  accommodated in Wilby over the Plan period. This figure 
is derived from existing commitments (i.e., dwellings with the benefit of 
planning permission but not yet implemented).  

 
 

National Planning 
Policy Framework

Babergh Mid Suffolk 
Joint Local Plan

Wilby 
Neighbourhood Plan
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Entrance to Church of St Mary 
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3: How the Plan was prepared 

 
3.1 The Neighbourhood Plan Volunteer Group has prepared the Plan with support 

from an independent consultant. The formal process began in October 2017 
when a public meeting was held to gauge support for the production of a 
Neighbourhood Plan; strong support for proceeding was expressed. In early 
November after notes from the first meeting had been distributed to every 
household, a further public meeting agreed to go ahead with Neighbourhood 
Plan production. An extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council was held on 
8th November and councillors unanimously agreed to proceed. An application 
for the designation of a Neighbourhood Area was submitted to Mid Suffolk 
District Council on 22nd November and the formal designation for the 
Neighbourhood Area was approved on 18th December 2017. The Area 
Designation covers the entire Parish of Wilby. 

 

Funding 
 
3.2 The Plan has been commissioned by Wilby Parish Council.  Funding has 

come from a Locality grant from central government, the local County 
Councillor and support in kind from Mid Suffolk District Council.  
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Community engagement and consultation 

 

3.3 The Wilby Neighbourhood Plan has been developed with extensive 
community engagement, consultation and communication. There have been 
three stages in which the Neighbourhood Plan Volunteer Group has actively 
engaged the community through consultation. More details are set out in the 
Consultation Statement which was submitted with the Neighbourhood Plan in 
July 2020. Full results of all consultation events and notes are on the 
Neighbourhood Plan website. Below is a summary of each of the stages. 

 

 
 

Consultation 1: Initial community consultation ï October and November 
2017 
 

¶ Public meetings held on 9th October and 1st November 2017, where the 
pros and cons and implications of producing a Neighbourhood Plan for 
Wilby were discussed. 

¶ Overwhelming public support for proceeding with a Neighbourhood Plan 
and Volunteer Group established. 

 

 

 
 

Consultation 2: Evidence Gathering and public consultation on draft 
vision and objectives and key themes ï January 2018 to November 2018 
 

¶ Identification of draft vision and objectives. 

¶ Co-ordination of evidence and local data 

¶ Stakeholder meetings with School, Church and Village Hall, 

¶ Public Drop-in exhibition style events held at Wilby Primary School on 
Saturday 24th November 10am - 4pm and 5pm - 8pm on Monday 26th 
November to check emerging vision and objectives and ask for views on 
key themes, whilst continuing to inform the community 

¶ 95 people, (47% of the adult population of the parish), attended the 
exhibition over the two days. Views were recorded via dots on exhibition 
boards and comments left on post it notes 
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Consultation 3: Public Drop-in exhibitions sessions on emerging policy 
ideas ï March 2019 
 

¶ Two drop-in events to check emerging policy ideas, assess options and 
develop detail in order to draft the Neighbourhood Plan, whilst continuing 
to inform the community. 10am - 4pm on Saturday 23rd March and 5pm - 
8pm on Monday 25th March at Wilby Primary School  

¶ 38 people attended the exhibition over the two days. Views were collected 
via a Visitor Feedback Form which contained a number of specific 
questions relating to the exhibition boards. 

 

 

 
 

Consultation 4: Pre-submission consultation on the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan ï January to March 2020 
 

¶ The purpose of this consultation was to present the draft pre-submission 
Neighbourhood Plan to obtain comments from both residents and statutory 
consultees. The consultation was held for 6 weeks between 22nd January 
and 12th March 2020. The draft plan was available in hard copy to all 
residents and on-line (with an online consultation response form). 

¶ Responses were received from 22 local residents, 2 landowners and 8 
statutory consultees resulting in 205 individual comments. 
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Consultation 5: Regulation 16 Submission consultation on the draft 

Neighbourhood Plan ï August to October 2020 

 

¶ The purpose of this consultation was to present the Submitted Neighbourhood 
Plan to obtain comments from both residents and statutory consultees. The 
consultation was held between the 12th August and 7th October 2020.   

¶ Six responses were received ï one on behalf of the landowners of the allocated 
sites and the others from Suffolk County Council, Natural England, Historic 
England, Anglian Water and National Grid respectively. 

 

 
Communication  
 
3.4  Communicating with residents through the development of the Wilby 

Neighbourhood Plan has been particularly important at consultation stages, 
but also throughout the process.  

 
3.5 There is a dedicated Neighbourhood Plan web page which contains details of 

the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan, notes from Volunteer Group 
meetings, together with copies of the consultation materials and exhibition 
boards used for Consultations 2 and 3 above as well as the analysis of the 
results of those exercises. There are also contact details on the website for 
anyone wishing to receive direct updates on the progress of the 
Neighbourhood Plan: http://wilby.suffolk.cloud/neighbourhood-plan/ 

 
3.6 Details of the consultation events were also published in the Parish 

newsletter. Posters and flyers were used to publicise events and banners 
were erected at the village entrances. Feedback from Consultation Event 2 
indicated that the flyers were the most effective form of communicating the 
consultation events. An update for the Parish Council on Neighbourhood Plan 
progress was presented at most monthly meetings. 

 

Key Issues arising from early consultation  
 

3.7 The themes that emerged through the early consultation exercises helped to 
shape the Planôs Vision and Objectives and, ultimately its policies.  

 

¶ Protection / retention of the rural character through good design and 
planning, 

¶ The value attached to village amenities (the church, school and village 
hall) and its open spaces, 

¶ Housing should be affordable to local families and meet local need, 

¶ Issue relating to footpaths, traffic and parking, 

¶ Support for domestic scale green energy initiatives, and 

¶ Concerns over infrastructure capacity, incl. broadband and waste water. 

http://wilby.suffolk.cloud/neighbourhood-plan/
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4: Vision and Objectives 

 
 

Our Vision for Wilby 
 

ñOur vision for future Wilby sees the rural beauty of its natural 
environment preserved, with change to its amenities and built 
environment managed pro-actively, creatively and sustainably to 
the benefit of all those living here, working here, visiting or passing 
throughò 

 

 
4.1  It is important that any Neighbourhood Plan contains a short and simple vision 

statement which sums up the communityôs aim for the future of the parish. 
The Neighbourhood Plan vision is an overarching statement describing what 
Wilby should be like at the end of the Plan period i.e., 2036. It has been 
developed with local people and has been refined and adapted through the 
two public consultation sessions held in November 2018 and March 2019. 
The result is a vision statement which captures the overarching spirit and 
ambition of the local community and the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
4.2 The vision underpins the objective and policies of the Wilby Neighbourhood 

Plan and is referred to throughout. 
 
4.3 From the vision flow the different objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan and 

from there, the policies. The diagram below outlines this relationship. 
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Structure of the Wilby Neighbourhood Plan 

 

4.4. The objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan are broad statements of intent and  
they are there to help deliver the vision and link to the issues that Wilby is 
seeking to address. They have been drafted using themes picked up at an 
early stage and have been refined through the community consultation 
exercises. 

 

Natural 

Environment  

Objective 1: To ensure that the rural nature of the 
parish is maintained, supported and encouraged, whilst 
safeguarding and enhancing the natural environment 
and wildlife in the area and minimising all forms of 
pollution  

 

Housing and 

Built 

Environment  

Objective 2: To preserve the best elements of the 

heritage and built environment and allow for sensitive, 

proportionate and sustainable development within the 

Plan area  

 

Community  Objective 3: To encourage cohesion of the whole parish 

and promote community wellbeing  by providing 

sufficient and suitable facilities, including support for 

the vibrant functioning of the school, the church and the 

community hall. 

 

 

Wilby 
Neighbourhood 

Plan Vision

Natural 
Environment 

Objective

Natural 
Environment 

Policies

Housing and Built 
Environment 

Objective

Housing and Built 
Environment 

Policies

Community 
Objective

Community 
Policies
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5:  Neighbourhood Plan Policies and Community 

 Projects 

 
5.1 The vision and objectives have provided the framework to develop the policies 

in the Neighbourhood Plan. Each policy relates to a particular objective under 
the following three broad themes: The Natural Environment, Housing and the 
Built Natural Environment, and Community. 

 
5.2 The Neighbourhood Plan is first and foremost a land-use document for 

planning purposes. All policies in the Plan have been derived from a series of 
consultation events, stakeholder engagement and desk research, which 
provide the justification and evidence base for their selection. 

 
5.3 The Neighbourhood Plan policies follow the governmentôs guidance. They 

exist to: 
 

¶ Set out locally led requirements in advance for new development in the 
parish. 

¶ Inform and guide decisions on planning applications. 

¶ Ensure that the multitude of individual decisions add up to something 
coherent for the area as a whole8. 

 
5.4 To aid interpretation for decision makers and planning applicants, each policy 

is accompanied by supporting text, which includes context for the theme, the 
views of residents, guidelines, and reference to strategic plans. This is set out 
before each of the policies. 

 
 
8 Tony Burton, Writing Planning Policies, Locality. 
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Community projects and community aspirations   
 
5.5 As expected, during consultation events the local community identified a 

number of projects that fall outside the remit of planning policy. These have 
been identified as non-planning policy actions called óCommunity Action 
Projectsô and are listed within the relevant Chapter. The Community Action 
Projects will be taken forward outside the Neighbourhood Plan process and 
they will be used by the Parish Council to direct spending of the Community 
Infrastructure Levy income that will be received as a consequence of new 
development. Projects identified to date are shown below but this is not an 
exhaustive list. See Chapter 9 for more details on implementation of the Plan. 

 

 

Community Action Projects for future consideration 
 

 
 

¶ To explore possibilities and use opportunities to create new paths and routes 
which connect or link with existing Rights of Way and provide a 
comprehensive, safe and useable network, with priority given to creating a 
safe route from the housing allocation on Stradbroke Road to the school. 

¶ Positive promotion of recreational access to the countryside via the existing 
Rights of Way network within Wilby. 

¶ Enhancement of Wilbyôs natural environment through Parish Tree and Hedge 
Planting Scheme 

¶ Explore the potential for a Community Owned and managed Solar Energy 
facility 
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6 The Natural Environment 

 
 

Objective 1. To ensure that the rural nature of the parish is maintained, 

supported and encouraged, whilst safeguarding the natural environment and 

wildlife in the area and minimising all forms of pollution. 
 

 

Landscape and natural features 
 
6.1 Wilby sits close to the centre of a large area defined by Natural England as 

the óSouth Norfolk and North Suffolk Claylandsô National Character Area. 
Suffolk County Council (SCC) has carried out an in-depth assessment of the 
particular character and qualities of Suffolkôs landscape areas. Wilby is found 
within a large area of central north Suffolk identified as Plateau Claylands.  

 
6.2 This landscape occurs on the great plateau of glacial till or boulder clay 

deposited by the retreating ice-sheet of the Anglian Glaciation. This plateau is 
generally flat or only gently undulating and the edges of the plateau are 
dissected by the valleys of the Dove, Deben, Alde and Blyth. Small tributary 
streams provide the only relatively significant relief in this landscape such as 
between Wilby and Worlingworth. 

 
6.3 This is an ancient, long-settled landscape and above all farming country. It is 

an area of villages and moated farmsteads. Since the 1940s changes in 
agriculture have impacted on the landscape, through larger field sizes, and 
once common farmland species such as Grey Partridge, Lapwing, Skylark, 
Turtle Dove and Yellowhammer have greatly declined. Agri-environment 
schemes offer opportunities to address such declines although at present 
there are no areas in Wilby under either Countryside Stewardship or 
Environmental Stewardship. 

http://www.suffolklandscape.org.uk/landscapes/Plateau-claylands.aspx
http://www.suffolklandscape.org.uk/landscapes/Plateau-claylands.aspx
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6.4 Although Wilby has no designated sites of wildlife importance such as Sites of 
Scientific Interest, Country Wildlife Sites or Roadside Nature Reserves, it 
does have a number of Priority Species and Habitats. The Suffolk Biodiversity 
Partnership has identified 25 Priority habitats across Suffolk, of which 8 are 
found in Wilby (see Map B) 

 

¶ Hedgerows: The 1st Edition Ordnance Survey shows a field pattern 
formed of small fields with co-axial field boundary pattern. This is an 
ancient field pattern largely established in medieval times as opposed to 
more recent 18th and 19th century field enclosures elsewhere in the 
country.  There has been a huge loss of ancient hedges and associated 
field boundary trees mainly as fields were enlarged and merged in the late 
20th century.    

 

¶ Traditional orchards: Historically Wilby was rich in old orchards with up 
to 27 old orchards mostly associated with farmhouses and small in size. Of 
these only 2 traditional orchards are thought to be remaining - at Wilby 
House and Rookery Farm.  

 

¶ Wood pasture and parkland: The land leading up to Wilby Hall has the 
characteristics of parkland with a number of veteran oak trees. 

 

¶ Mixed deciduous woodland: although there is no designated ancient 
woodland there are a number of deciduous woodlands throughout the 
parish. The main woodland areas are around Wilby House (which dates 
from the late 19th century) and more recently planted broadleaved 
woodland along London City Road and at Foals Green. 

 

¶ Arable field margins: field margins are areas between the crop and field 
boundaries. Where created these can provide valuable rough grassland or 
can be planted with wildflowers for pollinators and farmland birds.  

 

¶ Lowland meadows: Historically these were managed for hay and 
livestock grazing. Meadows are still associated with larger farmhouses 
such as at Moat Farm and Wilby Hall. Wilby Green is a historic common 
and is the only significant area of species-rich grassland within the parish.  

 
Parts of Wilby Green have developed into trees and scrub as a result of 
lack of management.  

 

¶ Rivers and streams: a small stream, a tributary of the River Dove, occurs 
on the boundary with Horham parish and there is a small stream between 
the B1118 and the lane that serves Rokeby Old Hall and Chestnut Lodge. 
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Map B Priority Species in Wilby 
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¶ Ponds:  This area of Suffolk has amongst the greatest density of ponds in 
the UK. Wilby with its heavy, seasonally waterlogged, clay soils has at 
least 50 ponds across the parish. However, many ponds are in poor 
condition due to lack of management, over-shading or poor water quality. 
Wilby is also rich in moats which largely date back to the medieval period 
and mainly from 1200 to 1325. Examples of these are at Wilby House, 
Wilby Hall, Moat Farm, Church Farm and Rookery Farm. Suffolk (along 
with Essex) has the largest number of medieval moats in England. Moats 
like ponds are important for wildlife. 

 
Trees and Hedgerows 
 
6.5 Wilby has very little woodland so trees and hedgerows are of particular value 

in the parish. Wilbyôs remaining hedgerows are largely remnants of a 
medieval field pattern and of great importance to the historic landscape and 
offer valuable wildlife corridors across an arable landscape.   

 
6.6 Hedgerow and roadside trees, mainly oaks, are of great importance in the 

parish e.g., oaks along London City Road. Non-woodland trees are much 
diminished from a hundred years ago and those that do remain are vulnerable 
due to their age and disease. A recent disease, ash die-back, is likely to result 
in the loss of the majority of ash trees and older oaks are vulnerable to acute 
oak decline. 

 
6.7 Non-woodland trees play a vitally important role, both individually and 

collectively, in the parish:  
 

¶ They make a highly visible contribution to the landscape of the parish 

¶ They provide important ecological habitats and support a wide range of 
wildlife; 

¶ They help to reinforce the distinctive, rural character of the village. 

 
6.8  It is inevitable that many of these non-woodland trees will be lost over the next 

fifty years so the replacement of these trees along roadside verges and 
hedgerows is vital. 

 

6.9 The results of the public consultation exercises reinforced the value that the 
residents of Wilby place on the surrounding rural environment. The results of 
the November 2018 Exhibitions indicated that 84 people (88% of 
respondents) felt that protecting the natural environment was an important 
issue with the main features being mentioned as footpaths, trees, and 
hedges. The March 2019 Policy Ideas Exhibition advocated a specific policy 
idea for protecting the landscape setting of the village. This was well received 
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with 36 respondents (95%) agreeing with the policy idea. It was clear from 
comments made at both consultation stages that local wildlife ï including 
commonly spotted species and local habitats were also important to local 
people.  

 
6.10 Nationally and locally designated sites e.g., SSSI and Local Nature Reserves 

are protected through national planning policy in the NPPF and also in 
specific legislation. However, there is often little protection in Local Plans for 
non-designated local features which have a nature conservation value. The 
following policy has been broadened from the original policy idea to include 
the protection of natural features in addition to local landscape. 

 
6.11 The policy also refers to 'wildlife corridors' which is a term used to refer to any 

linear feature in the landscape that can be used for the migration or dispersal 
of wildlife. Wildlife corridors enable the linking of habitats and reduce the 
isolation of populations. Linear features vary considerably in size (in terms of 
width and length), they may not be continuous, for example, a hedgerow may 
have a gate in it or an opening to a field. The extent to which a linear feature 
is broken by gaps has implications in terms of its function as a corridor. 
Patches of natural features or a particular habitat type can also enable wildlife 
to disperse/migrate - the term 'stepping-stones' has occasionally been applied 
to them. The role of wildlife corridors is assuming greater importance and 
opportunities should be taken to create them as a consequence of new 
development. 
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WIL1  
 

 

Landscape and Natural Features 
 
The visual scenic value of the landscape and countryside in the 
Neighbourhood Area outside the defined settlement boundary will be 
protected from development that may adversely affect this character. 
Those parts of the neighbourhood area that include sensitive features 
typical of the South Norfolk and High Suffolk Plateau Claylands 
Character Area will be particularly protected.  
 
The following Natural Features will be protected from development that 
would have a significant adverse impact upon their character, 
appearance and wildlife value: 
 

¶ Ancient Hedgerows and associated field boundaries,  
 

¶ and at the following specific locations: 
 

i) Wilby House (Traditional Orchard and Mixed deciduous 
Woodland) 

ii) Rookery Farm (Traditional Orchard) 
iii) Wilby Hall (Wood Pasture and Parkland and Lowland Meadow) 
iv) London City Road (Mixed Deciduous Woodland) 
v) Foals Green (Mixed Deciduous Woodland) 
vi) Moat Farm (Lowland Meadow) 
vii) Wilby Green (Lowland Meadow) 

 
Development proposals will be expected to retain existing features of 
high landscape and biodiversity value (including ponds, trees, 
woodland, hedgerows, and verges) provided this is justified. In addition, 
where practical to do so, (or where there is any loss to existing natural 
features) development will be expected to provide a net gain in 
biodiversity through, for example: 
 

a) The creation of new natural habitats and/or wildlife corridors.  
b) the planting of additional trees and hedgerows and restoring and 

repairing fragmented biodiversity networks. 
 
Where loss or damage is unavoidable, the development shall provide 
for equivalent or better replacement planting on site together with a 
method statement for the ongoing care and maintenance of that 
planting. Where development proposals cause damage to identified 
natural features, wildlife corridors around the interruption will be 
constructed 
 

 

Maps showing the locations of natural features identified in this policy are 

shown in Appendix B 
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Important Views 

 
6.12  At the November 2018 Exhibitions reference was made in the comments 

section to retaining of important views within the Parish. Concerns were 
expressed about the potential for new development to spoil existing views 
over farmland and the importance of the views at the edges and entrances to 
the village together with unnecessary intrusions of signage including road 
signs were also mentioned. In addition, it is recognised that the low level of 
man-made ambient light in Wilby enables good observation of the dark night 
skies.  

 
6.13 The March 2018 Exhibition asked a question in respect of a policy on 

retaining important views and included a specific map with a series of 
potentially important views within the parish marked on it. Respondents were 
asked to identify which views they considered to be the most important to 
them. Of those, 35 respondents (92%) agreed with the policy idea with no 
disagreement.  

 
The results are shown below: 
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WIL2 
 

 

Protection of important views  
 
The following views and vistas (as shown on Map C and on the Policies 
Map) are identified as Important Public Local Views.  
 

a) Views from Stradbroke Road looking west and from Worlingworth Road 
looking east. 

b) View looking from the east towards Wilby village along London City 
Road 

c) Views from the south towards Wilby and also looking from Wilby to the 
south along Brundish Road. 

Proposals within or that would affect an important view should ensure that 
they respect and take account of the view concerned. Developments which 
would have an unacceptable adverse impact on the landscape or character 
of the view or vista will not be supported. 
 

 

 

    
 

a)  Views from Stradbroke Road looking west and from Worlingworth Road 

looking east 

 

 
 

b) View looking from the east towards Wilby village along London City Road 

 


