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1. Introduction 

1.1 Background 

Babergh District Council and Mid Suffolk District Council commissioned Place Services to undertake an 
independent Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of the Regulation 18 Babergh & Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan 
(2019).  

1.2 The Local Plan 

The Babergh and Mid Suffolk Local Plan (referred to hereafter as the Plan) responds to a national 
requirement that Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) must set planning policies in a local authority area. Local 
plans must be positively prepared, justified, effective and consistent with national policy in accordance with 
section 20 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended) and the National Planning 
Policy Framework 2019.  

The Plan outlines the LPA’s preferred options for consultation purposes. The Plan contains: 

• Objectives and Strategic Policies (Part 1). 

• Non-Strategic Delivery Policies (Part 2a) 

• Non-Strategic Place and Allocation Policies (Part 2b) 

Part 1 of the Plan sets out the strategic policies to address Babergh and Mid Suffolk’s priorities for the 
development and use of land by establishing the overall strategy for the pattern, scale and quality of 
development (and any relevant cross boundary issues). The policies seek to make sufficient provision for: 

a) Housing (including affordable) employment, retail, leisure and other commercial development. 

b) Infrastructure; and  

c) Conservation and enhancement of the natural, built and historic environment, including landscapes 
and green infrastructure, and planning measures to address climate change mitigation and adaption. 

Part 2 (a) of the Plan includes more detailed policies for management and delivery of types of development 
and Part 2 (b) sets out detailed policies for specific places and neighbourhoods. This includes new housing 
and land allocations, provision of infrastructure and community facilities (such as schools, healthcare and 
cultural facilities) at a local level, establishing design and construction principles, conserving and enhancing 
the natural and historic environment and setting out development management policies. 

This SA assesses all relevant elements of the Plan that could give rise to any environmental, social or 
economic effects, including reasonable alternatives. 
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2. Local Plan Progress to Date 

2.1 Babergh and Mid Suffolk’s Current Development Plan 

The current Development Plan for Babergh consists of the saved policies of the Babergh Local Plan, 
Alteration No. 2 (2006), and the Babergh Local Plan (2011 – 2031) Core Strategy and Policies (2014).   

For Mid Suffolk, the Development Plan comprises the saved policies of the Mid Suffolk District Local Plan 
(1998), the First Alteration to the Mid Suffolk Local Plan (2006), the Mid Suffolk District Core Strategy 
Development plan Document (2008), and the Mid Suffolk District Core Strategy Focused Review (2012), the 
Stowmarket Area Action Plan and Mid Suffolk’s New Style Local Plan (2013).   

Additionally, the Minerals Core Strategy (incorporating Development control Policies) (2008) and the Waste 
Core Strategy Development Plan Document (2011) produced by Suffolk County Council also form part of the 
Development Plan. The new Joint Local Plan will replace the Local Plans and alterations (saved policies), 
the Core Strategies, and the Stowmarket Area Action Plan. 

When made (adopted), any new Neighbourhood Plans shall also become part of the development plan and 
shall be considered alongside the Plan when determining planning applications. In 2019, a number of 
Neighbourhood Plans have already been adopted across the Babergh and Mid Suffolk areas. A further 40+ 
parishes have been subject of area designation and plans for these areas are at various stages of 
preparation. Neighbourhood Plan groups have an opportunity to work with the relevant District Council in 
order to share information and bring sites forward for allocation where they would assist to meet the levels of 
growth in the Plan.  

2.2 Local Plan Issues & Options 2017 

From 21st August 2017 to the 10th November 2017, the Councils consulted on the Babergh and Mid Suffolk 
Joint Local Plan - Consultation Document (Regulation 18 Stage). Residents, local businesses and 
stakeholders were asked to have their say on the new Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan. 

This was an important document which set out options regarding the strategy for the growth of the Districts, 
and also options as to what development needs to take place up to 2036, and where. Options were set out in 
regard to the delivery of a number of Plan objectives, which were derived from NPPF requirements and key 
issues within the two District areas. These objectives were: 

Theme Objectives 

Housing - Delivery of the right type of homes, of the right tenure in the right place meeting need. 

- To seek to maintain a sustainable balance between housing and employment opportunities. 

Economy - Encourage development of employment sites and other business growth, of the right type, in the right place 
and encourage investment in skills and innovation in order to increase productivity. 
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Theme Objectives 

- To encourage inward investment to the Districts by supporting infrastructure improvements that will enable 
the continued growth of Felixstowe and strengthen the Districts’ links to Felixstowe and the rest of the UK. 

- To support the ‘Ipswich Northern Route’ project and the strengthening of Ipswich and the surrounding area 
as the key economic driver of the County. 

Environment - To protect and enhance environmental assets (including landscapes, biodiversity, green spaces, air and 
water quality, and river corridors) for current and future generations. 

- Ensure new development avoids areas of flood risk and reduce future flood risk where possible. 

Healthy 
communities & 
Infrastructure 

- To enable provision of the necessary infrastructure to support residents, businesses, communities, the 
environment and individuals.  

- To prioritise investment in strategic services and infrastructure, improving connectivity and service 
provision. 

- To support communities to deliver plans and projects at the district and neighbourhood levels, specifically 
providing opportunities to for the District Councils supporting communities on the development on 
neighbourhood plans. 

- To work with the communities of Sudbury and Stowmarket in the development of a vision and strategy for 
both towns. 

- To support the development of proposals for a Sudbury Western Relief Road project. 
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3. Sustainability Appraisal of Local Plans 

3.1 The Requirement for Sustainability Appraisal 

The requirement for Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) emanates 
from a high level national and international commitment to sustainable development.  The most commonly 
used definition of sustainable development is that drawn up by the World Trade Commission on Environment 
and Development in 1987 which states that sustainable development is: 

‘Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs’ 

This definition is consistent with the themes of the NPPF, which draws upon The UK Sustainable 
Development Strategy Securing the Future’s five ‘guiding principles’ of sustainable development: living within 
the planet’s environmental limits; ensuring a strong, healthy and just society; achieving a sustainable 
economy; promoting good governance; and using sound science responsibly. 

SEA originates from the European Directive 2001/42/EC “on the assessment of the effects of certain plans 
and programmes on the environment” (the ‘SEA Directive’) which came into force in 2001. It seeks to 
increase the level of protection for the environment; integrate environmental considerations into the 
preparation and adoption of plans and programmes; and promote sustainable development. The Directive 
was transposed into English legislation in 2004 by the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 
Regulations (the ‘SEA Regulation’) which requires an SEA to be carried out for plans or programmes, 

‘subject to preparation and/or adoption by an authority at national, regional or local level or which are 
prepared by an authority for adoption, through a legislative procedure by Parliament or Government, 
and required by legislative, regulatory or administrative provisions’.   

This includes Local Plans.  The aim of the SEA is to identify potentially significant environmental effects 
created as a result of the implementation of the plan or programme on issues such as: 

‘biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural 
heritage including architectural and archaeological heritage, landscape and the interrelationship between the 
above factors’ as specified in Annex 1(f) of the Directive.  

SA examines the effects of proposed plans and programmes in a wider context, taking into account 
economic, social and environmental considerations in order to promote sustainable development.  It is 
mandatory for Local Plans to undergo a Sustainability Appraisal in accordance with the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 as amended by the Planning Act 2008, and in accordance with paragraph 
165 of the NPPF. 

Whilst the requirements to produce a SA and SEA are distinct, Government guidance considers that it is 
possible to satisfy the two requirements through a single approach providing that the requirements of the 
SEA Directive are met. This integrated appraisal process will hereafter be referred to as SA. 
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3.2 The Sustainability Appraisal Process  

The methodology adopted for the SA of the Plan at this stage follows that of the Sustainability Appraisal 
process. The following five sequential stages are documented below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Stages in the Sustainability Appraisal Process and Local Plan Preparation 

 Source: Planning Practice Guidance – Sustainability appraisal requirements for local plans (Paragraph: 013    Reference ID: 11-013-

20140306    Revision date: 06 03 2014) 
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3.2.1 SA Scoping Report 2017 & 2019 

A SA Scoping Report, which was prepared in-house by B&MSDC, was consulted upon in 2017.  It covered 
the following environmental requirements: 

• The relationship of the plan with other relevant plans and programmes [Annex I(a)]. 

• The environmental protection objectives established at international, Community or national 
level, which are relevant to the plan and the way those objectives and any environmental 
considerations have been taken into account during its preparation [Annex I(e)]. 

• Relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the likely evolution thereof 
without implementation of the plan [Annex I(b)]. 

• The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly affected [Annex I(c)]. 

• Any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the plan including in particular 
those relating to any areas of a particular environmental importance, such as areas 
designated pursuant to Directives 79/409/ECC and 92/43/EEC [Annex I(d)]. 

It also looked at the wider definition of sustainability and incorporated social and economic matters into the 
report, too. 

The Scoping Report was reviewed by Place Services prior to undertaking this sustainability appraisal and a 
new Scoping Report was consulted upon with the Statutory Consultees of the Environment Agency, Historic 
England and Natural England.  Annex C accompanying this SA contains the sustainability frameworks 
developed within the Scoping Report, which includes frameworks for Plan policies and sites.  

3.2.2 The Issues and Options Regulation 18 Local Plan SA  

At the Regulation 18 ‘Issues and Options’ stage, a SA was undertaken and consulted on alongside the Plan. 
The SA was undertaken in-house by the Councils and assessed all the high-level options presented within 
the Plan.  

This work forms a logical starting point for the SA of subsequent iterations of the Plan including this 
Regulation 18 ‘Preferred Options’ stage. As such, the findings and content of the previous SA document has 
been built upon within this SA. 

3.3 The Aim and Structure of this SA Report 

This Report responds to Stage C in the SA process above; including those requirements of Stage B: 
assessing strategic options including reasonable alternatives, evaluating the likely effects of the strategic 
options and alternatives, and considering ways of mitigating adverse effects and maximising beneficial 
effects. It provides documentation to satisfy the SEA Regulations regarding the entire SA process since 
2017. 

The production of a Sustainability Appraisal (Environmental) Report has been produced for information 
purposes to accompany the Preferred Options Local Plan consultation for Babergh Mid Suffolk District 
Council and to demonstrate that sustainability has been at the forefront of the Councils’ decision making 
process. 
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This report is accompanied by a number of Annexes: 

• Annex A – Baseline Information and Sustainability Objectives 

• Annex B – Plans and Programmes 

• Annex C – DM Policy Appraisals  

• Annex D – Strategic Policy Appraisals  

• Annex E – Site Appraisals: Market Towns, Urban Areas and Ipswich Fringe Sites 

• Annex F – Site Appraisals: Core Villages 

• Annex G – Site Appraisals: Hamlets and Hinterland Village 

 

This SA Report is intended to be consulted upon alongside the Plan. There are three statutory consultees or 
‘environmental authorities’ that are required to be consulted for all Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic 
Environmental Assessment documents. These are: 

• The Environment Agency; 

• Natural England; and 

• Historic England. 

In addition to these, consultation will seek to engage the wider community in order to encompass 
comprehensive public engagement. Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils may additionally wish to invite 
comments from focussed groups, relevant stakeholders and interested parties. The detailed arrangements 
for consultation are to be determined by Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils. Please refer to the 
Council’s website for details of how to respond and by when. 
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4. Sustainability Context, Baseline and 
Objectives 

4.1 Introduction 

The following section outlines the key findings of the 2017 SA Scoping Report and subsequent review by 
Place Services in April 2019.  It includes an outline of the plans and programmes and the baseline 
information profile for the area. 

4.2 Plans and Programmes (Stage A1) 

Local Plans must have regard to existing policies, plans and programmes at national and regional levels and 
strengthen and support other local plans and strategies. It is therefore important to identify and review those 
policies, plans and programmes and Sustainability Objectives which are likely to influence the Plan at an 
early stage. The content of these plans and programmes can also assist in the identification of any conflicting 
content of plans and programmes in accumulation with the Plan. Local supporting documents are also 
important to consider as they will significantly shape policies and decisions in the area.   

It is recognised that no list of plans or programmes can be definitive and as a result this report describes only 
the key documents which influence the Plan. Annex B accompanying this SA Report outlines the key 
documents and offers a comprehensive description of these documents together with their relevance to the 
Plan.  

4.3 Baseline Information (Stage A2) 

The SEA Directive requires the production of the following information: 

 ‘The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the likely evolution thereof 
without implementation of the plan or programme;” Annex 1(b); 

The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly affected;” Annex 1(c); 
and  

Any existing problems which are relevant to the plan or programme including, in particular, 
those relating to any areas of a particular environmental importance such as areas 
designated pursuant to Directives 79/409/EEC and 92/43/ECC” Annex 1(d).’ 

 

Baseline information helps to identify current sustainability issues and problems in the Plan Area which 
should be addressed, and provides a basis for predicting and monitoring the effects of implementing the 
document. The Baseline information profile of the Districts, relevant to the Joint Local Plan, is included within 
Annex A accompanying this SA Report.  This Annex outlines a full range of sustainability issues categorised 
under 13 topics covering those themes referred to in Annex 1(f) of the SEA Directive. These are:  

• Economy and employment 

• Housing 
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• Population and society 

• Health and wellbeing 

• Transport and connectivity 

• Cultural heritage 

• Biodiversity and nature conservation 

• Landscapes 

• Water 

• Climate and energy 

• Air 

• Waste, soils and Minerals 

4.3.1 Data Limitations 

It should be noted that not all the information available for use within this SA was necessarily quantifiable; as 
a result there are some gaps within the data set of Annex A and a degree of reliance on qualitative 
assumptions for certain topics has inevitably followed in this SA Report. It is believed however that the 
available information shows a comprehensive view on sustainability within the Plan Area. New data that 
becomes available will be incorporated within the SA at each stage of its development.   

4.4 Key Sustainability Issues and Problems and Sustainability 
Objectives (Stage A3) 

The outcome of Stages A1 – A2 in the SA Process is the identification of key sustainability issues and 
problems facing the Plan Area which assist in the finalisation of a set of relevant Sustainability Objectives. 
Issues are also identified from the review of plans and programmes and a strategic analysis of the baseline 
information.  

The appraisal of the Plan will be able to evaluate, in a clear and consistent manner, the nature and degree of 
impact and whether significant effects are likely to emerge from the Plan’s proposed content. The following 
table outlines the key sustainability issues and considerations for the Plan Area.  

Table 1: Key Sustainability Issues and Problems 

Economy The Babergh & Mid Suffolk DC Joint Town Centres & Retail Study highlights a decline in shopping centre 

consumer patterns. 

There are barriers to growth within the Ipswich Economic Area  which include: 

• Shortage of suitable and affordable business premises, including start-up premise; 

• Poor internet and broadband infrastructure; 

General theme Description / Supporting Evidence 

Table 1: Key Sustainability Issues and Problems  
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• Attracting and retaining skilled workers to the area; 

• Inefficiencies related to traffic congestion; and 

• Lack of capital and financing to support growth ambitions. 

Babergh is not identifiable as a known destination for business growth, partly because of its geographical location 

between Ipswich, Colchester and Bury St Edmunds 

There is an uneven distribution of services throughout Mid Suffolk and poor public transport. 

Suffolk has a low wage economy with median weekly gross earnings for full-time working (based on 2015 figures) 

being £460 for Babergh and £465 for Mid Suffolk, compared to the £532.40 national average 

Housing House prices in Ipswich, Babergh and Suffolk Coastal have increased at a faster rate than the national average.  

The recent Housing Delivery Test has indicated that Mid Suffolk has not met their housing targets over the past 

three years. In Babergh, housing targets were met in 2017/18, however the three year housing target was not met 

overall. 

There are approximately 10,687 properties in Suffolk that do not meet the Decent Home Standard under the 

Housing, Health and Safety rating because they are excessively cold 

There are high percentages of residents within Babergh and Mid Suffolk who live in rural areas, with 69% of 

Babergh’s population and 75% of Mid Suffolk’s population living in rural areas. 

Homelessness in Babergh had doubled within the period 2010-2014 and there are issues with the housing 

composition and affordability in Babergh and Mid Suffolk 

The majority of the homes across all tenures are large family units, with the owner occupied sector comprising of 

72% of all homes 

The Suffolk Housing and Health Needs Assessment  outlines that the number of people with a learning disability is 

forecast to increase by 9% by 2035, meaning that demand for housing which meets specialist needs is likely to 

increase. 

Health and well-

being 

The key issues for Suffolk, as highlighted in the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment  are as follows: 

• 1 in 6 children live in relative poverty; 

• Educational attainment is below national rates; 

• Suffolk has a low wage economy although employment rates are higher than average; 

• General affluence masks pockets of deprivation and inequality gaps; 

• The comparative risk of dying prematurely has increased if you are from deprived areas of Suffolk; and 

• Suffolk has an ageing population. 

• 14% of children are living in low income families (as of 2016), 10% of households are experiencing fuel 

poverty and 2 homeless and in priority need per 1,000 households (2017-2018). 

The NHS Strategic Plan  had forecast (based on figures 2008-2013) that the number of people in Suffolk: 

• With long-term health conditions caused by stroke will increase by 23%; 
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• With long-term conditions caused by heart attack will increase by 24%; 

• Suffering from dementia will increase by 17.5%; 

• With type 1 or type 2 diabetes will increase by 31.5%; 

• With depression will increase by 23%; 

• Visiting A&E after having a fall will increase by 20%; 

• With a limiting long-term illness will increase by 22%; and 

• Who are classed as obese will increase by 22.5%. 

Transport and 

connectivity 

Both Babergh and Mid Suffolk benefit from some form of public transport provision, however due to the Districts 

being predominantly rural, a lot of these areas suffer from poor public transport links. Public consultations have 

identified a series of issues and priorities within Mid Suffolk  as outlined below: 

• Concerns about traffic generated from new developments; 

• Lack of investment in infrastructure; 

• Lack of pavements in several villages; 

• Public transport is limited in rural areas; 

• Speeding traffic; 

• The need for more cycle routes (especially in Stowmarket); 

• Traffic generation reaching highway capacity on A14 road; 

• Important links to nearby centres e.g. Ipswich, Bury, Diss, Harleston; and 

• Economic importance to the business community of maintaining and improving infrastructure. 

Key transport issues for Babergh (as per the LTP): 

• Sudbury bypass 

• Sudbury town centre traffic management and Cross Street Air Quality Management Area 

• Sudbury station 

• Residents parking, long stay parking, lorry parking 

• Hadleigh – local service, dial a ride 

• Hadleigh Benton Street 

• Lorry parking within the district 

• A14 and Copdock improvement 

• Access to education (e.g. Suffolk One) 

• Linking new strategic development to town centres 

• Felixstowe to Nuneaton rail improvements to allow freight modal shift 

• Speed and management of A134 

Key transport issues for Mid Suffolk (as per the LTP): 

• Stowmarket transport interchange 

• Tackling congestion in Stowmarket 

• Cycle network 

• Rural bus provision  

• Rural footpaths 

• Local access to key services 

• Lorry management 
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Historic 

Environment 

Both Districts have an exceedingly high quality of historic environment, containing; areas, settlements and 

buildings of national significance. Meeting housing needs without causing harm to the historic environment will be 

a key challenge for the Plan. 

Despite the Historic Environment being paramount to the character of both Districts, it is also extremely sensitive to 

change, and can be severely affected by inappropriate development. Assessment of impacts in the sustainability 

appraisal is based upon consideration of known designated heritage assets. 

The Heritage and Settlement Sensitivity Assessment for Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils assessed the 

42 settlements which have been identified as potential areas of residential expansion. The assessment identified 

eight settlements with cumulatively high value. These being: Boxford, Debenham, East Bergholt, Eye, Hoxne, 

Lavenham, Long Melford and Nayland. 

Generally, conserving and enhancing designated and non-designated heritage assets and the contribution made 

by their settings should be an important objective of the Plan. this includes heritage assets at risk from neglect, 

decay, or development pressures, areas where there is likely to be further significant loss or erosion of 

landscape/seascape/townscape character or quality, or where development has had or is likely to have significant 

impact (direct and or indirect) upon the historic environment and/or people’s enjoyment of it, and also other factors 

such as traffic congestion, air quality, noise pollution and other problems affecting the historic environment. 

 
The historic environment can make a significant contribution to the success of development, helping to strengthen 
the local rural and urban economy, including ensuring the vitality of town centres, conserving and enhancing the 
natural environment, contributing to good quality design, local identity and distinctiveness. Individual developments 
can serve to conserve and enhance the historic environment, better revealing the significance of heritage assets 
and positively addressing heritage assets at risk. The Heritage and Settlement Sensitivity Assessment for Babergh 
Mid Suffolk identified the value of historic settlements across the plan area, and of the heritage assets within these 
settlements, and recognised the opportunity for enhancements to the historic environment where these were 
appropriate. 

Biodiversity There are two Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) alongside Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), 

Ramsar and Special Protection Areas (SPA) within the Plan area. 

Landscape Large parts of Suffolk are protected for their wildlife or landscape value. Approximately 4% of this land area is 

designated as an SSSI and has two Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty; the Suffolk Coast and Heaths and the 

Dedham Vale, both combined covering an area of 44,000ha (12%) of the land area. Proximity of homes to green 

space can add capital value of houses in England, highlighting the economic importance of incorporating green 

spaces within developments. 

Babergh’s Landscape Character consists of a rolling and undulating landscape which was caused by regular 

incisions by both the River Gipping and River Stour. The distinctiveness of the ‘Gipping Divide’ has recently been 

acknowledged for its role as a significant historic cultural boundary. 

Mid Suffolk’s Landscape Character is typically gently rolling plateau of heavy clay soils. Both the Waveney and 

Gipping Valleys are locally distinctive with the District. 

Water Quality Due to Babergh and Mid Suffolk having numerous rivers run through their areas e.g. the River Gipping and River 

Brett, there is a need to ensure that not only the rivers are protected but that all water sources including 

groundwater are too. 
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Natural England is committed to investing in protected area measures. This focuses on “safeguarding and where 

necessary improving the condition of Natura 2000 sites using measures such as river restoration, lake restoration, 

diffuse pollution, management of freshwater invasive species and habitat restoration on wetland sites.” 

The presence of several bodies of water creates a risk of flooding and surface water flooding for sites within 

Babergh and Mid Suffolk. Along the river valleys there are areas of functional flood plain which can be incorporated 

into Green Infrastructure developments. 

Climate change 

and energy 

In Suffolk, domestic carbon dioxide emissions make up the majority of the county’s emission. Transport was shown 

to be the second largest producer of emissions, closely followed by industry and commerce. 

The nature of Suffolk being mainly rural explains the high levels of dependence on the private car, as many 

villages and neighbourhoods are served by infrequent public transport or are in areas where public transport and 

alternatives are not available. 

Babergh falls under the Anglian Water region, and Mid Suffolk under the Essex and Suffolk Water region – both 

area which are prone to drought. Due to water being imported from elsewhere in the country, there must be 

effective and reliable water systems in place to reduce any harm associated with droughts, ranging from small-

scale water inefficiencies to large-scale ones. 

Air Despite both Districts being largely rural, pockets of diminishing air quality can be found. 

Generally, emissions from odours from sewage treatment plants, composting facilities or poultry and pig farms can 

also be detrimental to air quality, especially in rural areas like the majority of Babergh and Mid Suffolk. 

Waste Water 

Recycling 

There are capacity issues at Stowmarket Water Recycling Centre. There are no PR19 improvement schemes 

planned for this asset and Anglian Water have not applied for a new permit. Recent data suggests the Water 

Recycling Centre (WRC) is at 90% of its permitted capacity, so there is limited room to take on any additional 

growth and development. In addition, there are also capacity issues at Hadleigh WRC which is at 95% of its 

permitted capacity. However, there are plans for upgrades to this works in PR19, although funding for this has not 

been finalised yet. It is important to be aware of areas with sewerage infrastructure constraints to development, 

these constraints should be taken into account when planning for future growth - For example, ensuring growth is 

phased in line with water company upgrades/improvements to assets.  

The above highlighted key sustainability issues and problems have formulated relevant SA Objectives, which 
are shown in the final column. This definitive list can be found in the following table alongside their relevance 
to the environmental, social or economic themes of sustainable development.  
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1. To improve the health and wellbeing of the 

population overall and reduce health inequalities 
 ✓  

2. To maintain and improve levels of education 

and skills in the population overall 
 ✓  

3. To reduce poverty and social exclusion and 

ensure access to jobs and services 
 ✓  

4. To meet the housing requirements of the whole 

community 
 ✓  

5. To conserve and enhance water quality and 

resources 
✓   

6. To maintain and where possible improve air 

quality and reduce noise pollution. 
✓   

7. To conserve soil and mineral resources ✓  ✓ 

8. To promote the sustainable management of 

waste 
✓   

9. To reduce contribution to climate change ✓ ✓  

10. To reduce vulnerability and increase resilience 

to extreme weather events and flooding which 

may be caused by climate change 

✓ ✓  

11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity and 

geodiversity 
✓   

12. To conserve and where appropriate enhance 

areas and assets of historical and archaeological 

importance and their settings 

✓ ✓  

13. To conserve and enhance the quality and 

local distinctiveness of landscapes and 

townscapes 

✓ ✓ ✓ 

14. To achieve sustainable levels of prosperity 

and economic growth throughout the plan area 
 ✓ ✓ 

15. To revitalise the Districts’ town centres  ✓ ✓ 

16. To encourage efficient patterns of movement 

and the use of sustainable methods of travel in 

support of economic growth 

✓ ✓ ✓ 

Table 2: The SA Objectives 

SA Objective Environmental Social Economic 
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4.4.1 The Compatibility of the SA Objectives 

A total of 16 SEA Objectives have been derived for the appraisal of the Plan. They are based on the scope 
of the document, policy advice and guidance and to the assessment of the current state of the environment.  

It is useful to test the compatibility of SEA Objectives against one another in order to highlight any areas 
where potential conflict or tensions may arise. It is also often difficult to separate out which environmental 
impacts will not have social and economic impacts. For this reason it is beneficial that a high quality 
environment is part of a holistic approach to ensuring a sustainable future for social and economic growth, 
through a pragmatic appraisal. It is to be expected that some objectives are not compatible with other 
objectives thereby indicating that tensions could occur. Objectives which are based around environmental 
issues sometimes conflict with economic and social objectives, and vice versa. 

Areas of potential incompatibility or uncertainty between the objectives relevant to the Plan are explained 
within the following bullet points: 

• Protecting landscapes and townscapes and the majority of the economic and social 
based objectives: Notionally, there can be expected to be a challenge to avoid harm in 
regard to minimising Greenfield development with all other objectives relevant to growth needs 
within the Plan area. 

• Sustainable transport and the need to ensure access: The promotion of the uptake of 
sustainable transport modes can be seen as potentially incompatible with the needs of 
ensuring appropriate linkages to the existing road network. Although truly sustainable 
outcomes can be seen to correspond to a modal shift to sustainable transport methods, 
notions of inclusivity determine that safe and efficient road access must also be ensured to 
reflect the baseline of car ownership and the reality that sustainable transport modes can not 
be considered suitable for all demographics.  

• Health / open space and recreation based objectives with those associated with recreation 
and wildlife conservation / enhancement: Although similar in form, it must be noted that the 
inclusion of recreational land should largely be provided in isolation from those areas that 
have been identified as contributing to green infrastructure. Similarly, land for purely 
landscape purposes should be managed in a way that offers either recreational or biodiversity 
value. The impacts of recreational activity on biodiversity and wildlife conservation can be 
significantly damaging to habitats.   

• Historic Environment conservation / enhancement with general development needs: 
Historic Environment assets can come in many forms and in the built and natural environment. 
With this in mind, it is inevitable that there will be a degree of conflict between protection 
objectives and those that seek to ensure development needs are met.     

4.5 Sustainability Frameworks for Assessing the Local Plan’s Policy 
Content and Site Allocations  

Annex A contains the proposed Sustainability Appraisal frameworks for assessing the Plan’s policy content 
and site allocations, including those that represent settlement boundary expansions proposed within the 
Plan. The sustainability frameworks consist of sustainability objectives and indicators to measure the 
achievement of the sustainability objectives.   
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Sustainability objectives are a recognised way of considering the sustainability of the Plans objectives. The 
Sustainability Frameworks used for the detailed assessment of the Plan’s content were consulted on at the 
stage of the Scoping Reports (2017 and 2019) and they have been amended in light of comments received 
(where relevant). Please refer to Annex A when viewing the appraisals of the Plan’s policy and site related 
content. 

4.6 The Approach to Assessing the Local Plan’s Policy Content 

As previously mentioned, the SA of the Plan appraises the document’s policies against the Sustainability 
Objectives (SOs) outlined in the sustainability framework contained within Annex A. The aim is to assess the 
sustainability effects of the Plan following implementation. The appraisal will look at the secondary, 
cumulative, synergistic, short, medium and long-term permanent and temporary effects in accordance with 
Annex 1 of the SEA Directive, as well as assess alternatives and suggest mitigation measures where 
appropriate. The findings will be accompanied by an appraisal matrix which will document: 

• Significant effects; 

• Temporal effects; 

• Secondary, Cumulative and Synergistic effects; 

• The appraisal of Reasonable Alternatives; and 

• Proposed mitigation measures / recommendations 

These are further described in the following sub-sections. 

4.6.1 Description of ‘Significant Effects’ 

The strength of impacts can vary dependant on the relevance of the policy content to certain sustainability 
objectives or themes. Where the policies have been appraised against the Sustainability Objectives the basis 
for making judgements within the assessment is identified within the following key: 
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++ Strong prospect of there being significant positive impacts 

+ Strong prospect of there being minor positive impacts 

? 
Possibility of either positive or negative impacts, or general uncertainty where there is a lack on current information (to 

be elaborated in commentary in each instance) 

0 No impact 

- Strong prospect of there being minor negative impacts and mitigation would be possible / issues can be rectified 

- - Strong prospect of there being significant negative impacts with mitigation unlikely to be possible (pending further 

investigation) / further work is needed to explore whether issues can be rectified 

N/A Not applicable to the scope or context of the assessed content 

Commentary is also included to describe the significant effects of the policy on the sustainability objectives 
and this includes a judgement of whether any positive or negative impact is significant, and with the regard to 
the latter, the prospects for mitigation. 

4.6.2 Description of ‘Temporal Effects’ 

The appraisals of the policies contained within the Plan recognise that impacts may vary over time.  Three 
time periods have been used to reflect this and are shown in the appraisal tables as S (short term), M 
(medium term) and L (long term). For the purpose of the policy elements of the Plan S, M and L depict: 

 (S) Short term: early stages of the plan period.   

 (M) Medium Term: middle stages of the plan period.  

 (L) Long term: latter stages of the plan period (2036) and where relevant beyond  

4.6.3 Description of ‘Secondary, Cumulative and Synergistic Effects’ 

In addition to those effects that may arise indirectly (secondary effects), relationships between different 
elements of the Plan will be assessed in order to highlight any possible strengthening or weakening of 
impacts from their implementation together. Cumulative effects respond to impacts occurring directly from 
two different policies together, and synergistic effects are those that offer a strengthening or worsening of 
more than one policy that is greater than any individual impact. Additionally, any cumulative impacts with 
other plans or projects will be highlighted within the assessment. 

4.6.4 Description of ‘Alternatives Considered’  

Planning Practice Guidance states that reasonable alternatives are the different realistic options considered 
by the plan-maker in developing the policies in its plan. They must be sufficiently distinct to highlight the 
different sustainability implications of each so that meaningful comparisons can be made. The alternatives 

Possible 
impact 

Basis for judgement 
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must be realistic and deliverable. 

Alternatives for the direction of policies will be appraised and chronicled alongside each appraisal where 
relevant and identified. 

4.6.5 Description of ‘Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations’ 

Negative or uncertain impacts may be highlighted within assessments. As such, mitigation measures may be 
needed and these will be highlighted in this section for each policy where relevant. In addition to this, this 
section will also include any recommendations that are not directly linked to negative or uncertain impacts, 
but if incorporated may lead to sustainability improvements. 

4.7 Assumptions Made in the Assessment of the Plan’s Content 

4.7.1 Policy and Site Appraisals 

It should be noted that the appraisal of options is not straightforward.  There is a requirement to create a 
‘level playing field’ for the assessment of both allocated and alternative sites.  

The appraisal of the Plan’s options has been undertaken using all available information that is relevant for 
use across all options. For this purpose and to further reflect a consistency of approach, regarding sites, 
the detailed information submitted for each site by the landowners / developers of each option have not been 
taken into account in those instances where they can be seen to offer different levels of information.  

As such, only those site boundaries and the quantum of development for options have been taken from the 
respective submissions, in accordance with the information held on the B&MSDC Strategic Housing and 
Economic Land Availability Assessment (SHELAA). 
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5. The Appraisal of the Babergh & Mid 
Suffolk District Councils Regulation 18 JLP 

5.1 Introduction 

The following sub-sections present the appraisal of each element of the Plan. This consists of an appraisal of 
each policy within the document. In each sub-section, an appraisal of all identified reasonable alternatives 
has been included for transparency and robustness. The process behind the identification of each alternative 
has been included, citing the source of each alternative in each instance.  

5.2 Strategic Policies 

This section assesses the Plan’s Strategic Policies, alongside reasonable alternatives. The Local Plan 
contains the following Strategic Policies: 

• Policy SP01 – Housing Needs 

• Policy SP02 – Affordable Housing 

• Policy SP03 – Settlement Hierarchy 

• Policy SP04 – Housing Spatial Distribution 

• Policy SP05 – Employment land 

• Policy SP06 – Retail and Leisure 

• Policy SP07 – Tourism 

• Policy SP08 – Infrastructure Provision 

• Policy SP09 – Cross-boundary Mitigation of Effects on Protected Habitats 

• Policy SP010 – Climate Change 

A summary of the range of effects highlighted are included within the below table, with a narrative explaining 
key effects included for each Policy in a number of sub-sections within this section. 
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Objective & Criteria Strategic Policies 

SP01 SP02 SP03 SP04 SP05 SP06 SP07 SP08 SP09 SP10 

SO1 1.1 ? N/A + + N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A 

1.2 + + + 0 N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A 

1.3 + + + 0 N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A 

1.4 ? N/A ? N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 

1.5 ? N/A ? ? N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 

1.6 ? N/A + + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

1.7 ? N/A + + N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A 

1.8 0 N/A 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

1.9 0 N/A 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

1.10 0 N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

1.11 + N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 

1.12 0 N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A 

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A 

2.2 + N/A + 0 N/A N/A N/A ++ N/A N/A 

2.3 + N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A N/A ++ N/A N/A 

SO3 3.1 + + ? + ? N/A N/A + N/A N/A 

3.2 ? N/A ++ + N/A + N/A ++ N/A N/A 

3.3 + N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

3.4 0 N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A N/A ++ N/A N/A 

3.5 0 N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO4 4.1 ++ ++ + ++ N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

4.2 + + N/A 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

4.3 + ++ N/A 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

4.4 0 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

4.5 0 0 + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

4.6 0 0 + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO5 5.1 ? N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + ? + 

5.2 ? N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? + 

Table 3: Summary of effects from the Strategic Policies 
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Objective & Criteria Strategic Policies 

SP01 SP02 SP03 SP04 SP05 SP06 SP07 SP08 SP09 SP10 

5.3 ? N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A ? + 

5.4 ? N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A ? + 

5.5 ? N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? + 

5.6 ? N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? + 

5.7 + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A 

5.8 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO6 6.1 ? N/A ? ? N/A N/A N/A N/A ? ? 

6.2 ? N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A N/A ? ? 

6.3 ? N/A ? ? N/A N/A N/A N/A ? ? 

6.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO7 7.1 - N/A ? ? + + 0 N/A N/A N/A 

7.2 ? N/A ? N/A + + N/A N/A N/A N/A 

7.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

7.4 ? N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

7.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + 

8.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + 

8.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + 

8.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO9 9.1 N/A N/A ? ? N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + 

9.2 N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + 

9.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + 

9.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO10 10.1 0 N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A N/A + N/A + 

10.2 0 N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + 

10.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

10.4 ? N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + 

10.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

10.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

10.7 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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Objective & Criteria Strategic Policies 

SP01 SP02 SP03 SP04 SP05 SP06 SP07 SP08 SP09 SP10 

SO11 11.1 - N/A N/A ? N/A N/A ? 0 + N/A 

11.2 N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 

11.3 N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 

11.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A 

11.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A 

11.6 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11.7 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 

11.8 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + 0 N/A 

11.9 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? + + + 

SO12 12.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? ? N/A N/A N/A 

12.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 

12.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A N/A 

SO13 13.1 N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A ? N/A 

13.2 N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

13.3 N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A ? N/A ? N/A 

SO14 14.1 + N/A N/A N/A + ? + + ? N/A 

14.2 + N/A N/A + + ? + N/A ? N/A 

14.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A + N/A ? N/A 

14.4 N/A N/A N/A ? ? N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 

14.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A + N/A N/A N/A 

14.6 N/A N/A N/A N/A + ? + N/A N/A N/A 

14.7 N/A N/A N/A N/A + ? + + N/A N/A 

14.8 N/A N/A N/A 0 + N/A 0 N/A N/A N/A 

14.9 N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A + N/A N/A N/A N/A 

14.10 N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A + ? + ++ N/A N/A N/A N/A 

15.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A N/A N/A 

15.3 N/A N/A + ? + ++ + + N/A N/A 

SO16 16.1 ? N/A + + ? + N/A ? N/A N/A 
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Objective & Criteria Strategic Policies 

SP01 SP02 SP03 SP04 SP05 SP06 SP07 SP08 SP09 SP10 

16.2 ? N/A + ? N/A + N/A + N/A N/A 

16.3 ? N/A ++ ? N/A + N/A ? N/A N/A 

16.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A 

5.2.1 Policy SP01 – Housing Needs 

5.2.1.1 Reasonable Alternatives at this stage (2019) 
No alternative options are put forward at this stage, as there is no evidence to suggest that the housing 
requirement should be set at any level other than the local housing need figure. 

The following sub-sections outline the Councils’ position on housing needs and delivery and give further 
detail as to why no alternatives are considered reasonable at this stage. 

A. Housing Needs / Quantum 

In regard to the methodology used to calculate the two Districts’ housing needs, it can be considered that 
there are no reasonable alternatives. Any alternatives that deviate from the Plan’s approach would be 
contrary to the Government’s standard methodology for calculating local housing need, and the NPPF. As 
such, any alternative approaches or quanta can be considered unsound.  

The NPPF (2019), at paragraph 60 states that, ‘to determine the minimum number of homes needed, 
strategic policies should be informed by a local housing need assessment, conducted using the standard 
method in National Planning Policy Guidance unless exceptional circumstances justify any alternative 
approach.’ It adds that, ‘in addition to the local housing need figure, any needs that cannot be met within 
neighbouring areas should also be taken into account in establishing the amount of housing to be planned 
for.’ The Plan’s statement in the Policy background, that ‘unmet housing need has not been identified to 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk by any neighbouring authorities either within the Ipswich HMA or beyond it’, is 
taken as fact. This position allows any additional housing requirement from neighbouring authorities to be 
ruled out. 

B. Housing Delivery 

The Plan at this stage proposes the expansion of a number of settlement boundaries throughout the Districts’ 
existing settlements in order to ensure a buffer of 20% can be provided within these expanded boundaries 
(any forthcoming development on the sites that represent the expanded boundaries would technically 
represent additional ‘windfall’ sites). Policy SP04 of the Plan and its supporting text / justification, 
demonstrates that the Councils can meet their OAN and the 20% buffer ensures further flexibility and 
deliverability throughout the Plan period. It is important to note that no allocations above OAN are included 
within the Plan and as such there are not considered to be any reasonable alternatives to the Policy’s 
approach (as OAN is met).  

5.2.1.2 Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policy and alternative options 
are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a strategic policy and effects are considered more 
relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
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concerning the historic environment. Although some environmental effects are considered relevant only at 
the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation) and through relevant development 
management policies the Plan’s site selection evidence base (which consists of the SHELAA and 
IDP/settlement distribution, among other documents) omits certain sites that have overriding sustainability 
concerns, such as flood risk. This means that no site allocation will cause, or be subject to some 
environmental effects. 

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Annex C. 

Employment opportunities 

It can be considered that there is potential for positive temporary effects through the construction of 
dwellings. The spatial extent and temporal effects are considered dependent upon the specific locations and 
delivery of development however. 

Biodiversity 

The Plan’s level of growth in itself is considered to have a negative effect on Habitats Sites, as evidenced by 
the Plan’s Appropriate Assessment and relevant to recreational disturbance. Impacts are precautionary in 
this assessment but are not considered significant in accumulation with the Districts’ adoption of the Suffolk 
Coast Recreational disturbance Avoidance Mitigation Strategy (RAMS). The Districts collect necessary 
contributions from development in those areas where effects are likely be experienced (within Zones of 
Influence (ZOIs) of Habitats Sites likely be affected by increased recreational pressure). The purpose of the 
RAMS is to avoid any effects at the strategic level, so effects are not identified as significant for the Plan as a 
whole. The temporal, spatial extent and permanency of effects are not deemed identifiable however from 
such a strategic policy, and are dependent on the location of development individually and cumulatively.  

Greenfield / agricultural land 

The Policy’s level of housing growth can be considered to require the future development of Greenfield land 
and with it the loss of agricultural land; however it should be noted that specific effects will be dependent 
upon the location of development both individually and cumulatively. Effects are identified as negative due to 
the diminishing supply of available brownfield land within the Districts’ existing settlements, meaning 
Greenfield development is inevitable. Notionally, the small scale of the majority of brownfield land would 
likely lead to unacceptable densities to be required if they were to meet OAN; this can be expected to have a 
range of negative social and environmental effects on existing settlements in the Districts, many of which 
have historic significance. It should additionally be noted that the Plan is being developed since the 
Government’s requirements that a ‘brownfield register’ be annually updated within Babergh and Mid Suffolk, 
with ‘permission in principle’ status being granted within Part 2 of this register. 

Despite the above, the protection of publically accessible open and natural spaces is ensured in the first 
instance through the Districts’ site selection methodology, as evidenced within the Plan’s site selection 
evidence base (which consists of the SHELAA and IDP/settlement distribution, among other documents). 
There will therefore be positive effects on retaining and enhancing existing open and natural spaces through 
the Plan’s overall approach to allocating sites for housing.  

Infrastructure requirements 

The Policy can be expected to have indirect positive effects through the requirements of developer 
contributions to be made for all qualifying housing developments. The spatial and permanency of effects is 
however considered dependent upon the location and composition of development and or facilities required. 
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Housing 

Delivery is a key challenge of the Plan. In recent years the delivery of new housing has been below the 
adopted requirements and the new local housing need figure in both Districts. The Councils are taking pro-
active measures to improve delivery rates and the Plan is aiming to identify and create flexibility for more 
development across the districts and has identified a buffer of approximately 20% in the supply of land for 
new housing up to 2036. The Policy in addressing the Districts’ objectively assessed needs (OAN) will have 
significantly positive effects. The Policy has been assessed as having a low level of uncertainty, due to the 
approach’s ability to address any unforeseen delays or barriers to delivery throughout the plan period. The 
buffer of 20% within the Policy is ensured through expanding settlement boundaries and therefore extending 
the principle of development within the settlements in which boundaries have been expanded. This includes 
hinterland villages, enabling the possibility of proportionate housing growth to be delivered in more rural 
areas of the Districts and meeting local needs. 

It should be acknowledged that in accordance with national planning legislation, the adopted planning 
policies in Babergh and Mid Suffolk districts will be kept under review at least every 5 years. As included 
within the Plan, housing requirements and delivery will be included within Plan reviews, including the 
possibility of a new settlement within the Plan area. This ensures further positive effects; planning policy 
requirements in general need to respond to any changing trends regarding delivery.     

The Policy and Plan in meeting OAN will ensure that homelessness is able to be addressed through a range 
of affordability, type and tenure. There will also be positive effects on supporting special needs and an 
ageing population. The spatial extent, temporal and permanency of effects will be dependent upon the 
location and delivery of development, although it should be noted that the Policy, in ensuring growth to 
hinterland villages and hamlets is possible (to provide the buffer) will see growth distributed more widely to 
meet existing needs throughout the Plan area in both urban and rural areas.     

Open / natural space 

The Policy can be expected to have uncertainty regarding access to the open countryside. Although both 
Districts are predominantly rural, natural greenspace is not often publically accessible, aside from public 
rights of way and byways and areas of greenspace that are formally designated as public. 

5.2.1.3 Conclusions & Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  
It is recommended that the Policy is progressed as the preferred approach. The Policy will ensure 
significantly positive short-long term effects on meeting housing needs and ensuring delivery. This is further 
supported by commitments to a Plan review every 5 years. 

No mitigation measures are proposed at this stage for this policy and its specific content.  

5.2.2 Policy SP02 – Affordable Housing  

5.2.2.1 Reasonable Alternatives at this stage (2019) 

The Policy’s approach to affordable housing provision throughout the Plan period supports the requirements 
for ensuring the provision of affordable housing as identified through the SHMA. The Policy outlines an 
approach that specific requirements will need to be considered alongside viability testing, the spatial strategy 
and the approach to exception sites.  

The Councils did however explore an alternative approach in the plan-making process. This was: 
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• ALT1: A lower than the on-site affordable housing need requirement to the SHMA level. 

The effects of the Policy and the alternative approach are summarised below.  

5.2.2.2 Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policy and alternative options 
are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a strategic policy and effects are considered more 
relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
concerning the historic environment and air quality. Although some environmental effects are considered 
relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation) and through relevant 
development management policies, it should be noted that the Plan’s site selection evidence base (which 
consists of the SHELAA and IDP/settlement distribution, among other documents) omits certain sites that 
have overriding sustainability concerns, such as flood risk. This means that no site allocation will cause, or 
be subject to some environmental effects. 

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Annex C. 

 Deprivation / poverty  

The Policy has positive effects on tackling some types of homelessness, in particular those who have 
difficulties in buying a home in rural areas of the Districts.  The Policy’s positive effects can be expected to 
be experienced in both rural and urban areas to differing degrees (there can be expected to be an element of 
affordable housing provision in both subject to viability), through the requirement of 35% being applicable to 
all developments that meet the Policy’s threshold throughout the Plan area. The alternative approach will 
have uncertain effects in contrast, as it is uncertain whether a ‘lower than the on-site affordable housing 
need requirement to the SHMA level’ approach would address homelessness / barriers to housing for all 
demographics. 

Housing 

The Policy has been assessed as having significant positive effects on meeting the housing needs of 
different demographics, through ensuring affordable housing.  The Policy’s positive effects can be expected 
to be experienced in both rural and urban areas to differing degrees (there can be expected to be an element 
of affordable housing provision in both subject to viability), through the requirement of 35% being applicable 
to all developments that meet the Policy’s threshold throughout the Plan area. In line with the Plan’s housing 
delivery Policy and meeting OAN throughout the plan period, effects can be expected to be realised in the 
short-long term. Effects come with a medium degree of uncertainty, due to the Policy’s stance on exceptions 
based on viability. Effects on overall delivery (i.e. ensuring OAN is met) are assessed similarly through the 
alternative approach (ALT1); however there is a strong possibility that a lower requirement of on-site 
affordable housing delivery will not contribute to the requirement that the housing needs ‘of the whole 
community’ are met. As such, effects are not assessed as significant for the alternative approach.  

Cumulative effects will also be realised alongside the high number of Neighbourhood Plans within the two 
Districts, many of which seek to deliver affordable housing in rural areas where access to a range of housing 
is often apparent. The temporal and spatial extent of effects can be expected to be throughout the Plan 
period and in more rural areas, in line with the Plan’s Housing Spatial Distribution (Policy SP04). This is also 
largely the case for the alternative approach; however there is a higher level of uncertainty surrounding the 
approach’s ability to ensure affordable housing is delivered to meet identified needs. 

As part of the need for housing and in particular the delivery of affordable housing, the Policy will have 
positive indirect effects on supporting special needs and an ageing population. The spatial extent, temporal 
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and permanency of effects will be dependent upon the location and delivery of development. This is also 
largely the case for any indicative lower requirement under the alternative approach; however there is a 
higher degree of uncertainty that this criterion would not be met. 

5.2.2.3 Conclusions & Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  
It is recommended that the Policy approach is progressed as it enables affordable housing delivery 
throughout both urban and rural areas. The Policy is also flexible, in ensuring that viability be a consideration 
should any exceptions be required and affect deliverability. 

No mitigation measures are proposed at this stage for this policy and its specific content. 
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5.2.3 Policy SP03 – Settlement Hierarchy 

5.2.3.1 Reasonable Alternatives at this stage (2019) 
The preferred approach of the Policy responds to the findings of a process to review settlements based upon 
a weighted scoring system recognising relationships to higher order settlements, key services and supporting 
services. A number of reasonable alternative approaches to this process were explored by the Councils and 
were subject to assessment through SA, and these are outlined below: 

• ALT1: A review of settlements based upon recognising key facilities / services only. 

• ALT2: A review of settlements based upon the population or size of settlements. 

• ALT3: An extended criteria range of services and facilities. 

5.2.3.2 Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policy and alternative options 
are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a strategic policy and effects are considered more 
relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
concerning the historic environment and air quality. Although some environmental effects are considered 
relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation) and through relevant 
development management policies, it should be noted that the Plan’s site selection process omits certain 
sites that have overriding sustainability concerns, such as flood risk. This means that no site allocation will 
cause or be subject to some environmental effects. 

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Annex C. 

Access to facilities 

Development needs to be accommodated in settlements where the need to travel can be reduced through 
good access to facilities and services and where significant adverse impacts can be avoided or mitigated. 
The methodology behind the Policy takes account of key services and facilities and defines the settlement 
hierarchy accordingly. The approach of recognising relationships to higher order settlements, key services 
and supporting services (as per the Policy approach) can be considered to better reflect connectivity and 
accessibility to a wider range of services. The Babergh and Mid Suffolk Ipswich fringe areas have historically 
been designated as growth areas in recognition of the cross boundary sphere of influence from the county 
town of Ipswich as a regional service centre. The settlement hierarchy of the Policy reflects this; however 
effects may not be as forthcoming under alternative options ALT1 and ALT3 as the Ipswich Fringe 
settlements do not contain a comparable level of facilities or services as other settlements within the Plan 
area and might otherwise not receive some housing growth. Both the Policy and alternatives ALT1 and ALT3 
will have a medium degree of uncertain however, where social infrastructure in settlements is unknown and 
could be put under pressure by an increase in growth. Uncertain effects are highlighted for ALT2, as the size 
of a settlement is not representative of sustainability. Some rural settlements of a significant size could be 
misrepresented if they do not have good access to key services and facilities. 

Both the Policy and the alternative options ALT1 and ALT3 take account of key services and facilities, 
including those related to healthcare, cultural facilities, and a wide range of services and facilities. This 
ensures that growth is directed to settlements that have such facilities, benefitting new communities. A 
medium level of uncertainty is highlighted, to reflect the possible effects of growth on health infrastructure 
capacities.ALT2 will have uncertain effects in this regard, as the size of a settlement does not necessarily 
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correlate with a proportionate level of services and facilities within them including healthcare facilities which 
may have wider catchments than the settlements they are in.  

The Policy and options ALT1 and ALT3 can be expected to have indirect positive effects through primary 
schools being identified as a key service. The Policy however can be expected to have a lower degree of 
uncertainty surrounding access to secondary schools in Ipswich through including the Ipswich Fringe 
settlements higher up the settlement hierarchy. ALT2 will also have positive effects against this sustainability 
criterion as the distribution of schools within the Districts adequately reflects the size of settlements; this is 
due to school expansion or new school delivery being responsive to housing growth through necessary 
contributions. 

Air Quality / transport emissions 

The settlement hierarchy in conjunction with the Plan’s housing spatial distribution can be expected to 
ensure that effects on localised air quality is minimised by ensuring homes are located in close proximity to 
services and facilities. This may minimise short trip vehicle movements, and subsequent emissions. Effects 
related to air quality are however considered to be dependent on the location of development to areas of 
poor air quality in individual circumstances, and also relevant to the Plan’s development management 
policies. 

Town centres & retail 

Both the Policy and the alternative options ALT1 and ALT3 support the concentration of services and 
facilities and seek to direct growth accordingly. Increased growth to a wider number of settlements in the 
Plan area can help the viability of existing shops and services and potentially improve the range through 
competitiveness. Positive effects are therefore highlighted, with a high level of uncertainty to reflect that 
effects will vary from settlement to settlement and that retail uses are often not permanent additions to an 
area. Uncertain effects are highlighted for ALT2 to reflect that a settlement’s size does not always 
correspond to a good level of services and facilities. Rural settlements of a significant size could be 
misrepresented if they do not have good access to key services and facilities under this alternative approach. 

Sustainable transport and jobs 

Both the Policy and the alternative options ALT1 and ALT2 are likely to have some degree of positive impact 
associated with supporting growth in a wide number of settlements commensurate to the level of key 
services in that area. This can ensure that residents are in close proximity to jobs related to those services. A 
higher degree of uncertainty is highlighted for ALT1 and ALT3, where growth in accordance with the 
settlement hierarchy may not be directed to wider areas with relationships to neighbouring settlements, but 
confined to a stricter number of settlements themselves. Uncertain effects are highlighted for ALT2 to reflect 
that a settlement’s size does not always correspond to a good level of services and facilities. Rural 
settlements of a significant size could be misrepresented if they do not have good access to key services 
and facilities (and jobs associated with them) under this alternative approach.   

5.2.3.3 Conclusions & Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  
A review of settlements based upon recognising key facilities / services only would likely not recognise the 
varied importance of different services and facilities to communities and in reducing the overall need to 
travel. To this extent there is a need for growth to be directed to areas where there is an existing 
relationship(s) to higher order settlements, reflected through the Policy approach. The option of drafting a 
settlement hierarchy simply according to measurement of rural settlement size of population or existing 
housing stock (ALT2), is considered too simplistic an approach and many rural settlements of a significant 
size could be misrepresented if they do not have good access to key services and facilities. An extended 
criteria range of services and facilities (ALT3) also represents a disproportionate approach, as this would be 
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unlikely to distinguish any significantly greater sustainability characteristics. It is recommended that the 
Policy approach is progressed as it enables growth to be directed to where people live across a wide range 
of higher-lower order settlements. The settlement hierarchy review has been based on the quantitative level 
of services and facilities in broad areas of settlements, allowing growth to be distributed to the Districts’ most 
sustainable areas. 

No mitigation measures are proposed at this stage for this policy and its specific content. 
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5.2.4 Policy SP04 – Housing Spatial Distribution 

5.2.4.1 Reasonable Alternatives at this stage (2019) 
The spatial distribution of housing set out in the Plan seeks to secure a balance to growth in the strategic 
transport corridor areas, as well as ensuring that other market towns and rural communities benefit from 
appropriate growth. Development needs to be accommodated in areas and settlements where the need to 
travel can be reduced through good access to facilities and services and where significant adverse impacts 
can be avoided or mitigated.  

Reasonable alternatives to this approach have been explored within the Plan-making process, and assessed 
within this SA. These options are: 

• ALT1: A new settlement.  

• ALT2: Focussed growth in Ipswich and Market Towns. 

A note on the ‘New Settlement’ alternative (ALT1) 

The exploration of a new settlement for the Plan period has not been progressed beyond a notional 
consideration. This is in response to two key factors: 

• No specific ‘new settlement’ options or concepts were submitted that adhere to the Council’s 
locational criteria for ‘allocations of strategic importance’1, and any locations identified by the 
Councils could not be considered demonstrably available, deliverable or developable; and 

• A sufficient supply of proportionate sites exists in and around existing settlements to meet the 
Council’s OAN. 

The Plan recognise that beyond the Plan period there is the possibility that a new settlement might be a 
realistic option within the Plan area, should housing need continue to be high. The Plan states that the 
Councils are mindful to give consideration to the longer term prospect of planning for a new settlement at the 
Plan review (due to be undertaken within 5 years of this Plan adoption) and includes that some key criteria 
for the broad location of a new settlement would likely include:  

• significant land for a genuine discrete new settlement, or the realistic prospect for 
transformational development, both in nature and scale, of an existing settlement; 

• opportunities for significant re-use of brownfield land; 

• opportunities for improvement and integration of strategic transport routes; 

• accessibility to job concentrations, or the realistic prospect for significant new employment 
land located with new homes; and 

                                                           
1 Section 9.04 of the Local Plan (2019) states that: ‘Allocations of strategic importance to delivery of the Joint Local Plan will 
be attributed to new housing growth in the following criteria: 

• Key sites in the Ipswich Fringe 
• Settlements along the A14/mainline railway corridor (Mid Suffolk) 
• Settlements along the A12/mainline railway corridor (Babergh) 
• Settlements requiring new school and/or healthcare sites 
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• opportunities to optimise new infrastructure delivery. 

This information and the key criteria for a new settlement have been considered within the assessment of 
ALT1. 

5.2.4.2 Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policy and alternative options 
are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a strategic policy and effects are considered more 
relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
concerning the historic environment and air quality. Although some environmental effects are considered 
relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation) and through relevant 
development management policies, it should be noted that the Plan’s site selection evidence base (which 
consists of the SHELAA and IDP/settlement distribution, among other documents) omits certain sites that 
have overriding sustainability concerns, such as flood risk. This means that no site allocation will cause, or 
be subject to some environmental effects. 

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Annex C. 

Access to facilities 

Option ALT2 has been assessed as having some degree of positive effect; however these are limited to the 
catchment area of the Plan area’s towns and Ipswich. Given that the majority of the population of Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk live in rural areas this alternative has been assessed as having overall uncertain impacts in 
regard to the accessibility of a range of services and facilities for the Plan area’s rural population (only 
applicable to the immediate rural hinterlands of towns) should new facilities be integrated into developments. 
Much depends upon the connectivity between allocations (which are not a factor in this assessment) and 
service provision.  

Conversely, it can be expected that there would be positive effects through the Policy approach, where the 
catchments of any newly integrated services and facilities would be spread across the plan area more 
spatially, including both towns and rural areas that correspond to being located within the ‘transport corridors’ 
of the A12 (in Babergh) and the A14 (in Mid Suffolk). It would also lead to some growth in the Ipswich Fringe 
settlements, as they are within the transport corridors. This better ensures that connectivity to services is 
ensured as well as proximity. In order to ensure a distribution of growth to benefit new and existing 
communities, there are uncertainties surrounding the new settlement option (ALT1), which in order to be as 
sustainable as possible need a good level of connectivity to existing services whilst also ensuring that many 
are delivered on-site. The wider effects of service provision are therefore uncertain where the location of a 
new settlement in relation to existing settlements is not known. Lead in times and start dates for a new 
settlement would also mean that any ancillary services on-site would likely not be experienced within the 
Plan period, or at best the latter stages of it. Also, it can be assumed that a new settlement would direct 
growth away from market towns and rural areas in order to be of a critical mass to be sustainable, which 
would not conform to any merits of spatial distribution as promoted within the Policy. 

Health and public open space    

The Policy and all alternative options have been assessed as having possible positive effects on access to 
newly created areas of public open space to serve new communities. Much depends upon the connectivity 
between allocations and the type and function of any open space that could be forthcoming as part of 
developments, including any strategic scale provision. As such, overall uncertain effects are highlighted. In 
order to ensure a distribution of growth to benefit new and existing communities, there are also uncertainties 
surrounding the new settlement option (ALT1), which in order to be as sustainable as possible may require 
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large scale public open space, such as a Country Park. Although this could ensure wider benefits to the 
population (should the type of open space serve a wider catchment in regard to facilities), the location of a 
new settlement in relation to existing settlements is not known. Lead in times and start dates for a new 
settlement would also mean that any provision on-site would likely not be experienced within the Plan period, 
or at best the latter stages of it.      

Poverty and barriers to services   

Areas of deprivation can be found within both urban and rural locations within the Plan area and are related 
to a range of factors, most notably barriers to services in more isolated areas. The Policy would has an 
increased likelihood of ensuring that growth is distributed with the indirect effect of alleviating issues of 
poverty and social inclusion within existing communities, as the distribution of growth would be more widely 
spread along transport corridors, where the majority of the Plan area’s higher order settlements are located. 
The Policy approach can therefore be seen to have positive secondary effects through seeking to distribute 
growth to the Districts’ most sustainable and populous settlements and areas in the first instance, with 
crucially support for rural growth.  .   

It is possible that the concentration of development within towns (and around Ipswich) only could potentially 
exacerbate rural conditions. With this in mind, ALT2 is assessed as having comparatively more negative 
impacts than other options. This is also possibly the case of a new settlement approach (ALT1) also, with 
less of the merits of spatial distribution possible. It is further unknown where a new settlement could be 
located within the Plan area, and also when a new settlement option would be considered deliverable. The 
reality is that even under the new settlement option, growth is going to be needed elsewhere in the short to 
medium term at least, compounding the uncertain effects highlighted.  

Housing 

The Policy and ALT2 will have varying degrees of positive effect in ensuring the Districts’ OAN are met. 
Alternative ALT1 has been assessed as having uncertainty in this regard within the plan period due to long 
lead in times. Meeting the housing needs of the whole community is considered most appropriately 
addressed through proportionate growth distributed to a wide number of settlements, in order to ensure that 
existing communities have a choice of homes that reflect changing needs. To this extent, the Policy 
approach will have significantly positive effects as it seeks an appropriate market town / rural area balance 
within the Plan area’s transport corridors. This ensures that growth reaches a wider range of settlements and 
the wider spread of distribution to some smaller settlements also ensures delivery.  

In response to the high level of growth under OAN and the identification of a buffer of 20% to ensure 
flexibility and assist delivery, the Councils’ explored the possibility that some growth could be accommodated 
in those settlements further down the settlement hierarchy, notably the Hinterland Villages and Hamlets. A 
review of the settlement hierarchy included a weighted scoring system to indicate the relative sustainability of 
villages, by identifying Core Villages, Hinterland Villages and Hamlets Villages. This work identified that 
some Hinterland Villages and Hamlets whilst being of a comparatively small scale than higher order 
settlements, had a good level of existing services and facilities and a strong relationship with higher order 
settlements by being in close proximity to them. Some of these settlements can therefore accommodate 
some growth if needed, and settlement boundaries have been amended to ensure that additional windfall 
development can occur within the Plan period. Such settlements are addressed more fully in the Hamlets 
and Clusters of Development in the Countryside policy and the full methodology and criteria used to review 
the settlement hierarchy is available within the Topic Paper: Settlement Hierarchy 2019.. 

ALT2 will have fewer positive implications regarding meeting the housing needs of the Districts’ whole 
population in focusing growth to market towns and the Ipswich area. As discussed above, this distribution is 
not considered suitable to reach rural areas, smaller towns and villages within the Plan area. This is similarly 
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the case for the new settlement option (ALT1), which if to be sustainable in its own right would likely have to 
be of a such a critical mass (to ensure infrastructure thresholds are met and delivered) that growth would be 
directed away from those existing communities that need it. Were the Districts in a position that there were 
not enough suitable sites in and around existing settlements, then a new settlement option would potentially 
be more realistic. However, enough sites exist in sustainable locations within the two District areas to meet 
OAN in the plan period, and so the Councils’ inclusion of a new settlement option in Section 9.08 of the Plan 
is only potentially relevant beyond the plan period and subject to review. 

PDL / Greenfield land 

There is a limited availability of brownfield land in the Plan area; therefore the majority of allocations will be 
on Greenfield land. As such, effects generally have the possibility of being negative. This is true for the 
Policy and both alternative options, based on the level of growth required and the diminishing nature of 
brownfield land; however uncertainty is highlighted within this appraisal and effects more dependent on exact 
locations of development. -Through the development of brownfield registers and ‘permission in principle’ for 
some of these sites brownfield land may be prioritised where appropriate. ALT1 is dependent on the 
availability of brownfield land of a sufficient scale to accommodate strategic development as included within 
the Plan as a criterion within Section 9.08. In focussing development on Greenfield land in / around market 
towns and Ipswich, there can be expected to be a heightened or concentrated loss with possible landscape 
implications. This reflects the level of uncertainty of effects highlighted for ALT2. In contrast, the loss of 
Greenfield land is more dispersed through the Policy.  

Employment / business development  

In the assessment of the Policy and all alternative options, meeting OAN is a constant factor. There is the 
potential for indirect temporary positive effects through construction. Spatial impacts are considered 
dependent upon the specific location of development in all instances. 

Related to strategic housing-led and mixed-use development proposals, land can be expected to be made 
available for business development and employment premises. Such schemes are possible through the 
Policy and all options, in particular those of a new settlement. At this high level however, effects are difficult 
to identify without the consideration of specific proposals. Effects will therefore be identified at the site level 
and through the SA of sites in this Report. It is further considered that the temporal and spatial impacts will 
be dependent upon specific allocations / options. 

Biodiversity 

The effects on any Habitats Sites (Natura 2k sites) within and surrounding the Plan area is explored through 
the Plan’s accompanying Appropriate Assessment. Impacts are identified by exploring the ‘Zones of 
Influence’ around each Habitat Site, which have been devised specifically to identify the effects of 
development by location. To that extent, the Policy and options will have uncertain effects, dependent on the 
location and scale of developments. 

Town centres 

For the Policy and both alternative options, a proportion of growth would be required around the District’s 
centres however the extent of this is unknown at this high level, and the specific effects it could have on 
centres. It should be noted that this is also the case for ALT1, which although explore a new settlement, will 
also require short-medium term growth to be directed to existing centres in order to ensure delivery and meet 
OAN over the plan period. This is due to the long lead in times of new settlements meaning that they could 
not be expected to come forward until much later than strategic growth would under the Policy approach and 
ALT2. 
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Transport / out-commuting 

Alternative option ALT2 has been assessed as having the potential for positive effects relevant to the 
catchment area of market towns and Ipswich; however this comes with a potential negative impact upon the 
Districts’ rural population in which the majority of the population live. This is due to a focus of growth away 
from these areas. The Plan does not identify any new allocations for employment land, due to supporting 
evidence on projected economic growth combined with the current land supply baseline position. To this 
extent, reducing out-commuting can be achieved by locating growth to those areas where existing 
employment land exists. The Plan’s safeguarded strategic employment land is broadly located in the market 
towns and along transport corridors, however many small-scale employment areas exist throughout the Plan 
area’s smaller settlements. Proportionate growth to a wider range of settlements is also supported within the 
Policy and positive effects are highlighted. ALT2 will have uncertain effects overall in consideration of this 
option limiting rural growth. The new settlement option of ALT1 has been assessed as having similarly 
uncertain effects where the location of growth is unknown. A new settlement would have to be well 
connected to existing employment areas and also supply additional land for this purpose (should it seek to 
adhere to Garden City Principles), however this would also be to the detriment to the District’s rural 
population. 

Despite this, proportionate growth to a wider range of settlements under the Policy approach will have 
uncertain effects on improving access via walking, and cycling where the Policy’s transport corridor focus 
could lead to private vehicle trips being more attractive. 

5.2.4.3 Conclusions & Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  
It is recommended that the Policy is progressed as the preferred approach. The effects of the Policy can be 
considered more positive than other options as there will be a higher level of dispersal, ensuring benefits are 
more widely experienced across the Plan area and focused on where people live. Specific recommendations 
regarding effects of growth in specific areas is explored at the ‘whole plan level’ within this SA, in 
consideration of the Plan’s allocations, proposed settlement boundary expansions and also the requirements 
of the development management policies. 

No mitigation measures are proposed at this stage for this policy and its specific content. 
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5.2.5 Policy SP05 – Employment Land 

5.2.5.1 Reasonable Alternatives at this stage (2019) 
The Lichfield Sector Needs Assessment (2018) shows that Babergh and Mid Suffolk have modest net 
additional employment land requirements (as indicated by the 2016 release of the EEFM).  Combined, 
Babergh’s requirement of 2.9ha and Mid Suffolk’s requirement of 9.4ha indicates a total requirement across 
the area of 12.3 ha.  In quantitative terms, there is considered to be more than sufficient existing identified 
land to meet baseline objectively assessed need over the plan period, given the modest baseline forecast in 
both areas. No alternative options have been identified for assessment at this stage as none can be 
considered reasonable on the basis of the supporting evidence on the projected economic growth combined 
with the current land supply baseline position. 

In accordance with the NPPF the Plan supports and encourages sustainable economic growth seeking to 
ensure a continuous range and diversity of sites and premises which are fit for purpose are available across 
the Districts of Babergh and Mid Suffolk through the plan period. This is done across a range of sites. The 
policy also provides criteria for new sites as per the requirements of the NPPF and as such there are no 
reasonable alternative approaches to the Policy’s criteria-based approach. 

5.2.5.2 Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policy and alternative options 
are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a strategic policy and effects are considered more 
relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
concerning the historic environment and air quality. Although some environmental effects are considered 
relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation) and through relevant 
development management policies, it should be noted that the Plan’s site selection evidence base (which 
consists of the SHELAA and IDP/settlement distribution, among other documents) omits certain sites that 
have overriding sustainability concerns, such as flood risk. This means that no site allocation will cause, or 
be subject to some environmental effects. 

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Annex C. 

Promoting growth in key sectors 

The Policy is considered to create the best possible environment to promote growth in key sectors through 
its approach of safeguarding strategic employment sites and EZs and supporting growth / expansion on 
strategic employment sites and in transport corridors. The Policy’s supporting text outlines how the Councils’ 
will maintain an up to date Employment Land Review that monitors the supply of land and premises and 
employment conditions to add depth to the policy. This provides flexibility to accommodate net strategic 
growth. The Policy also seeks to address the general qualitative need to improve premises options and 
supports rural employment. 

Business development  

Spatially in Mid Suffolk commercial activity is concentrated in and around the A14 corridor and the District is 
predominantly rural.  Babergh District is also largely rural in nature, with the economic hubs being located in 
the market towns of Sudbury and Hadleigh. Strategic Employment Sites exist in Sudbury, Hadleigh, Acton, 
Claydon and Great Blakenham, Sproughton, Bramford, Wherstead, Stowmarket, Needham Market, Woolpit 
& Eye, which broadly correlate with the Plan’s housing spatial distribution (Policy SP04). Plan evidence 
suggests that in quantitative terms, there is considered to be  sufficient existing identified employment land to 
meet baseline objectively assessed need over the plan period.  
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Town centres  

The Policy can be expected to increase the range of employment opportunities within towns by improving 
premises options and the quality of premises, including a support for their expansion subject to demand and 
take up rates. The temporal and spatial impacts would be dependent upon the specific proposals. 

Employment 

Deprivation and access to employment in areas can be intrinsically linked in terms of cause and effect; 
however different sectors of employment have their own locational needs that are rarely driven by 
unemployment rates. The effects of the Policy are dependent upon the relationship between deprived areas 
and safeguarded employment land and are therefore uncertain.      

Out-commuting 

The Policy does not identify any new employment land, instead reflecting the evidence of the Lichfields 
Sector Needs Assessment (2018), which forecasts that existing supply is sufficient to meet baseline 
objectively assessed need over the plan period. Instead, the Policy focuses on safeguarding and improving 
premises options. This is likely to mean that levels of out-commuting will not substantially change (no effect), 
however if the Policy enables qualitative improvements in the existing stock then there could be positive 
effects in the medium or long term. Overall, uncertain effects are therefore highlighted. 

5.2.5.3 Conclusions & Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  
The Policy does not identify any net additional employment land, instead reflecting the evidence of the 
Lichfields Sector Needs Assessment (2018), which forecasts that existing supply is sufficient to meet 
baseline objectively assessed need over the plan period. The Policy focuses on safeguarding and improving 
existing businesses, allowing them to grow in response to market sector conditions. The Policy is more 
focused on deliverability and therefore recommended to be progressed. 

No mitigation measures are proposed at this stage for this policy and its specific content. 

5.2.6 Policy SP06 – Retail and Leisure 

5.2.6.1 Reasonable Alternatives at this stage (2019) 
The Policy seeks to restrict out of centre retail development. The Plan states that retail and leisure 
development will be directed sequentially to the towns in Babergh and Mid Suffolk and to the core and 
hinterland villages as defined in the settlement hierarchy. The relevant town centre boundaries, primary 
shopping areas, primary/secondary frontages and relevant policies are set out in Part 2 of the Plan which 
includes Policy LP13 - Retail. The Plan adds that the Councils’ Retail and Town Centres Study (2015) has 
been used to identify the strengths, opportunities of key retail centres and the capacity for further retail and 
commercial leisure development in the Plan area. 

In consideration of this, no alternative strategic options are considered reasonable. The Policy approach is 
based upon evidence is considered in accordance with NPPF and is also relevant to local circumstances. 

5.2.6.2 Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policy and alternative options 
are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a strategic policy and effects are considered more 
relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
concerning the historic environment and air quality. Although some environmental effects are considered 
relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation) and through relevant 
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development management policies, it should be noted that the Plan’s site selection evidence base (which 
consists of the SHELAA and IDP/settlement distribution, among other documents) omits certain sites that 
have overriding sustainability concerns, such as flood risk. This means that no site allocation will cause, or 
be subject to some environmental effects. 

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Annex C. 

Access to facilities 

Existing town and district centres serve immediate populations, including also those of a wider catchment, 
and generally benefit from good public transport links. This ensures that access to retail and leisure within 
them can be made by walking, cycling and public transport. Although dependent on exact locations in 
relation to existing settlements, out of town retail and leisure can also be seen as attractive to motorists, 
leading to an increase in car trips within the catchment, however the Policy approach can be considered to 
maintain and improve access to key services and facilities for all sectors of the population within existing 
centres in line with the NPPF. 

Open countryside / Greenfield / Brownfield land 

The Policy will ensure that there is minimal loss of the open countryside for retail and leisure uses; as such 
uses will be concentrated in town and district centres. In contrast, out of centre retail and leisure uses could 
possibly lead to the loss of countryside as it is likely that they would require relatively large Greenfield sites 
and so positive effects are strengthened through the Policy stance.  

Town centre vitality and viability 

By directing retail and leisure uses to town / district centres, the Policy will have a significant positive effect in 
increasing the range of employment opportunities, shops and services available in them. The Policy also 
does not seek to provide any retail and leisure uses in out of town / district centres, which would be contrary 
to the NPPF. The construction costs and land values are generally less costly outside of centres and it can 
be expected that some developers would prefer such areas in the first instance, damaging the vitality and 
viability of centres in doing so. This possible scenario is prevented through the Policy approach. 

By directing retail and leisure uses to town / district centres, the Policy will have a possible positive effect in 
decreasing the number of vacant units in them. Despite this, this issue is more directly relevant to the Plan’s 
supporting development management policies and so effects are not considered significant from this 
strategic policy alone. 

Sustainable transport 

Existing town and district centres serve immediate populations and also those of a wider catchment, and 
generally benefit from good public transport links. This ensures that access to retail and leisure within them 
can be made by walking, cycling and public transport. 

Out-commuting 

The Policy will potentially reduce out-commuting to some degree by focusing retail and leisure industries in 
the settlements where people live, and in centres where public transport links interchanges are located. 
Through concentrating retail in service centres, the possibility of residents walking, cycling or using public 
transport to access local jobs is maximised. 

5.2.6.3 Conclusions & Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  
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The preferred policy approach will have numerous benefits related to the vitality and viability of town centres, 
as well as sustainable transport movements and out-commuting. The general principle of locating retail and 
leisure development to existing centres is in alignment with the NPPF, which requires an impact assessment 
to be undertaken for out-of-centre proposals. This can be taken as indicative of the harm that out-of-centre 
retail development can have on existing centres. It is therefore recommended that the policy approach is 
progressed. 

No mitigation measures are proposed at this stage for this policy and its specific content. 
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5.2.7 Policy SP07 – Tourism 

5.2.7.1 Reasonable Alternatives at this stage (2019)  
The National Planning Policy Framework encourages development of tourism initiatives in rural locations, 
provided the character of the countryside is respected, and pollution and other adverse effects on the local 
and natural environments are minimised. The policy recognises the strategic importance of the tourism 
sector within the Plan area, and as such a strategic policy is included. No alternative strategic options are 
therefore considered reasonable. The Policy approach is supportive of this important economic sector, is 
considered compliant with NPPF and includes criteria relevant to local circumstances.  

5.2.7.2 Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policy and alternative options 
are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a strategic policy and effects are considered more 
relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
concerning the historic environment and air quality. Although some environmental effects are considered 
relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation) and through relevant 
development management policies, it should be noted that the Plan’s site selection evidence base (which 
consists of the SHELAA and IDP/settlement distribution, among other documents) omits certain sites that 
have overriding sustainability concerns, such as flood risk. This means that no site allocation will cause, or 
be subject to some environmental effects. 

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Annex C. 

Economic growth 

The Policy sets out the position of the Plan in supporting tourism development in principle and in recognition 
of its importance to a rural Plan area. The Policy will have positive effects on relevant sectoral business 
development, the resilience of the tourism sector and indigenous business, and may enhance 
competitiveness should multiple proposals be focused to certain areas / attractions. The Plan’s Policy SP07 
in accumulation with Policy LP14 – Tourism and Leisure seek to encourage and protect tourism by enabling 
suitable development in line with paragraph 83 of the NPPF. The Plan also seeks to restrict changes of use 
for tourism related accommodation through planning conditions and/or legal agreements so that it is retained 
for the benefit of the tourism economy and not lost to residential use. There will therefore be additional 
cumulative effects on promoting growth in key sectors from the Policy with Policy LP14. 

The AoNB / landscapes 

The importance of the Dedham Vale and Suffolk Coast and Heaths AoNBs to the tourism sector is 
significant. Tourism is also often related to the quality of landscapes, and important landscape features often 
serve as attractions. As a result, any tourism development must be compatible with the management of the 
AoNBs and seek to protect and enhance it. The Policy, although supportive of tourism development in 
principle is suitably precautionary in regard to the scale, character and nature of the locality. In addition, 
other plan policies will have to be adhered to from any permitted proposal, and also the NPPF is firm on the 
importance of AoNBs. As a result of this, there will therefore be no effect on this sustainability criterion. 

Nature conservation / biodiversity & the historic environment 

Tourism is often related to areas of nature conservation (where accessible) and the historic environment. 
The Policy’s stance on encouraging tourist development will have an uncertain effect on these tenets of 
sustainability as a result. The Policy focuses on meeting economic objectives in an important sector within 
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the Plan area, and the uncertainty surrounds an incompatibility of two different strands of sustainability. The 
wider Plan (as a whole) is however unlikely to give rise to negative effects, due to the reference to other Plan 
policies and through indicating the any proposals that are not appropriate in the scale, character and nature 
of their locality will not be supported. Other plan policies, which will have to be adhered to in any permitted 
scheme, can be considered more appropriate in addressing this issue.  

Water quality 

It is possible that the Policy’s ‘in-principle’ stance on encouraging tourism development could have a 
negative effect on water quality, in those instances where coastal areas act as tourist attractions. Despite 
this, the Policy has been assessed as having ‘no effect’ where reference is made to the importance of other 
Plan policies (including those related to water quality) in determining applications for tourism related 
development. 

Town centres 

The Policy has been assessed as having a minor positive effect on the vitality and viability of centres, 
particularly those that are historic, that are tourist attractions, through the in-principle support and 
encouragement of tourism growth (in accumulation with Policy LP14). The Policy’s reference to ensuring an 
appropriate scale of development and that all proposals should comply with other policies in the Plan notes 
the possibility that tourism development could in theory harm attractions themselves and that any 
development that does cause harm will not be supported. 

5.2.7.3 Conclusions & Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  
The Plan’s Policy SP07 in accumulation with Policy LP14 – Tourism and Leisure seek to encourage and 
protect tourism by enabling suitable development in line with paragraph 83 of the NPPF. It is recommended 
that the policy is progressed. 

No mitigation measures are proposed at this stage for this policy and its specific content. 
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5.2.8 Policy SP08 – Infrastructure Provisions 

5.2.8.1 Reasonable Alternatives at this stage (2019) 
The National Planning Policy Framework requires the Plan to set out the strategic policies to deliver the 
provision of infrastructure for transport, telecommunications, waste management, water supply, wastewater, 
flood risk and coastal change management, and the provision of minerals and energy (including heat) as well 
as the provision of health, security, community and cultural infrastructure and other local facilities.  

The Plan includes a strategic infrastructure policy to manage infrastructure provision in the locality. This 
supplements the NPPF, addressing issues of cumulative growth and education provision.  

No alternative strategic options are considered reasonable. The approach is based upon evidence, is 
considered in accordance with the NPPF to support infrastructure delivery and is relevant to local 
circumstances. Other infrastructure matters are recognised as important to the delivery of growth, but are 
considered to be of a more local nature and are addressed in the Plan’s ‘Places’ sections where appropriate. 

 

5.2.8.2 Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policy and alternative options 
are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a strategic policy and effects are considered more 
relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
concerning the historic environment and air quality. Although some environmental effects are considered 
relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation) and through relevant 
development management policies, it should be noted that the Plan’s site selection evidence base (which 
consists of the SHELAA and IDP/settlement distribution, among other documents) omits certain sites that 
have overriding sustainability concerns, such as flood risk. This means that no site allocation will cause, or 
be subject to some environmental effects. 

It should be noted that more information on delivery and strategic requirements will be available once the 
Plan’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised. This information will inform the SA of the Plan at the 
Regulation 19 stage and the re-assessment of this Policy.   

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Annex C. 

Sustainable freight transportation 

The potential for positive effects has been identified for the Policy although uncertain effects are highlighted 
overall. The Policy ensures that both highways improvements and sustainable modes are promoted and 
made viable through the necessary infrastructure improvements; however it is unknown at this stage whether 
this would increase the proportion of freight transported by rail or other sustainable modes. 

Out-commuting 

Uncertain effects have been identified for the Policy however. Infrastructure improvements regarding 
accessibility and connectivity could be seen to make private car journeys more attractive for travelling to 
work, taking into account the range of employment opportunities in the nearby settlements of Ipswich, Bury 
St Edmunds and Colchester.   

Public transport, walking and cycling 
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Conversely to the commentary and effects highlighted above regarding out-commuting, the Policy can also 
be expected to ensure public transport improvements, subject to attractiveness of routes for service 
providers, as well public realm improvements and footpaths / cycleways. Positive effects have therefore been 
identified for the Policy in regard to maximising the potential for public transport to be a viable method of 
transport for services and facilities.  

Town centre vitality / viability 

Positive effects have been identified for the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered. In line 
with the Plan’s spatial distribution for growth (which directs a significant amount of growth to existing market 
towns and urban areas), infrastructure improvements regarding accessibility and connectivity can be seen to 
benefit the vitality and viability of centres.   

Business development / inward investment 

Positive effects have been identified for the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered in 
regard to highways improvements and accessibility subject to agreement and endorsement with the relevant 
bodies. Improving connectivity is likely to improve the attractiveness of the Plan area for business 
development and inward investment, particularly along the A12 and A14 as stated in the Policy.  

Healthy lifestyles 

Positive effects can be expected through walking and cycling infrastructure. Also, positive effects can be 
expected regarding any strategic recreational land (in response to any requirement as identified in the 
Suffolk Coast RAMS and Policy SP09) should this be required and delivered. More information on delivery 
and strategic requirements will be available once the Plan’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised and 
should any strategic mitigation be identified as required in the Plan area as a result of the RAMS. 

Biodiversity  

No effects have been identified for the Policy in regard to effects on Habitats Sites. Any strategic recreational 
land (in response to any requirement as identified in the Suffolk Coast RAMS and Policy SP09) will ensure 
the avoidance or mitigation of effects. Positive effects have however been identified for the Policy through 
maintaining biodiversity. 

Flood risk 

Positive effects have been identified for the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered. 
Although not explicit in the Policy, this can be expected to include any strategic flood defences if needed 
subject to any issues being identified through consultation on the Plan with the Environment Agency at this 
Regulation 18 stage.  

Water infrastructure 

Positive effects have been identified for the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered. 
Although not explicit in the Policy, this can be expected to include water supply and treatment infrastructure 
capacity subject to agreement and coordination with the relevant service providers. 

Community facilities 

Any strategic recreational land (in response to any requirement as identified in the Suffolk Coast RAMS and 
Policy SP09) will ensure avoidance of effects on Habitats Sites. 

Deprivation  



Page 44 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District 
Councils 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan      
Sustainability Appraisal 

 

   

 

Positive effects have been identified for the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered in 
regard to a wide range of facilities (subject to agreement and coordination with the relevant service 
providers) that can help to reduce deprivation across a number of factors / causes.  

Education 

Significant positive effects have been identified for the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is 
delivered in regard to educational facilities subject to agreement and coordination with the relevant service 
providers. Secondary school expansion is included within the Policy and required through the level of growth 
in the Plan area. Likewise primary school expansion would fall under the remit of the Policy and the Plan. 
This is a key infrastructure requirement of growth, and the Policy identifies the issue and a solution in 
accordance with NPPF requirements of such a strategic policy. 

Health and social care  

Positive effects have been identified for the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered in 
regard to a range of social infrastructure and community facilities / services subject to agreement and 
coordination with the relevant service providers. 
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5.2.8.3 Conclusions & Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  
The Policy states that all development will need to make provision for appropriate contributions towards 
community infrastructure, where the relevant locality to the development proposal has been identified 
through the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The required infrastructure will be provided through a combination of 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), Planning Obligations, Developer Contributions and where appropriate 
funding assistance from the Councils / other provider organisations.  

The Policy content at this stage adheres to the requirements of strategic infrastructure policy of the NPPF. 
The Policy will have a range of positive effects on a number of social, environmental and economic themes; 
however uncertainties have been highlighted in the assessment regarding the effects of improvements to 
highways infrastructure making private vehicle movements more attractive. The Policy however must ensure 
accessibility and highways improvements are delivered where necessary (and would also ensure public 
transport, walking and cycling improvements), and it can be considered that uncertain effects are more 
reflective of behavioural trends. As such, no recommendations are made at this stage. 

5.2.9 Policy SP09 – Cross-boundary Mitigation of Effects on Protected 
Habitats 

5.2.9.1 Reasonable Alternatives at this stage (2019)   
The Policy references a requirement for recreational avoidance mitigation as established by Natural England 
(the Suffolk Coast Recreational disturbance Avoidance Mitigation Strategy (RAMS). The Policy approach is 
based upon evidence and is considered in accordance with NPPF to support cross boundary mitigation. Any 
alternative of not putting a strategic approach in place could not be considered reasonable as the RAMS 
policy approach is a far more efficient and coordinated option approach to addressing possible significant 
effects on Habitats Sites. Further the non-inclusion of this Policy would not mean that the RAMS is not 
applicable to the Plan area, and as a result there would be no difference in effects resulting from its inclusion 
or its omission.  

5.2.9.2 Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policy and alternative options 
are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a strategic policy and effects are considered more 
relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
concerning the historic environment and air quality. Although some environmental effects are considered 
relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation) and through relevant 
development management policies, it should be noted that the Plan’s site selection process and evidence 
base (which consists of the SHELAA and IDP/settlement distribution, among other documents) omits certain 
sites that have overriding sustainability concerns, such as flood risk. This means that no site allocation will 
cause, or be subject to some environmental effects. 

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Annex C. 

Biodiversity / Habitats Sites 

The Plan’s level of growth in itself is considered to have a negative effect on Habitats Sites, as evidenced by 
the Plan’s Appropriate Assessment and relevant to recreational disturbance. However, the Suffolk Coast 
Recreational disturbance Avoidance Mitigation Strategy (RAMS) collects necessary contributions from 
development in those areas where effects are likely be experienced (within Zones of Influence (ZOIs) of 
Habitats Sites likely be affected by increased recreational pressure). Reference to this within strategic Policy 
is therefore likely to have a positive effect to ensure that the Plan addresses the significance of potential 
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harm and sets out its position in mitigating effects. The temporal, spatial extent and permanency of effects 
are not deemed identifiable from such a strategic policy, and are dependent on the location of development 
individually and cumulatively.  

AONBs / Landscapes  

The Suffolk Coast Recreational disturbance Avoidance Mitigation Strategy (RAMS) collects necessary 
contributions from development in those areas where effects are likely be experienced (within Zones of 
Influence (ZOIs) of Habitats Sites likely be affected by increased recreational pressure). The Zones of 
Influence include the AONBs, which, by default would benefit from the protection of the Habitats sites 
therein.  It is possible that some of the AONBs are not within a RAMS ZOI however.  

This policy would therefore, by default, protect some features of the natural environment which attract 
recreation and tourism in Babergh and Mid Suffolk. The temporal, spatial extent and permanency of effects 
are not deemed identifiable from such a strategic policy, and are dependent on the location of development 
individually and cumulatively. 

5.2.9.3 Conclusions & Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  
This policy ensures compliance with the Habitats Regulations 2017 (as amended) to ensure that the 
recreational pressures resulting from new residential development at Habitats sites are adequately mitigated. 
As such, it is recommended that the Policy is progressed as a strategic issue to address its significant 
importance. No other recommendations or mitigation measures are proposed at this stage. 
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5.2.10 Policy SP10 – Climate Change 

5.2.10.1 Reasonable Alternatives at this stage (2019) 
In order to future proof development in the two Districts it was decided to consolidate a strategic approach to 
support DM policies. Addressing climate change is considered a key sustainability matter and the policy 
requires appropriate measures to be implemented to make growth resilient to local impacts of climate 
change. No reasonable alternative approaches to this strategic Policy have been identified at this stage. 

The preference of the Councils has been to include a strategic policy on climate change supplemented by 
Development Management policies surrounding Sustainable Construction and Design (Policy LP23) and 
Flood Risk (Policy LP26). 

Section 12.10 of the Plan outlines that the Plan aims to future proof all development from the impact of 
climate change by supporting the transition to a low carbon future in a changing climate, taking full account 
of flood risk and coastal change is a national core planning principle which should underpin both plan-making 
and decision-taking (NPPF Para. 20). The Plan seeks to meet these aims through the following Climate 
Change policies: 

a. Sustainable Construction and Design 

b. Design and Residential Amenity 

c. Alternative Energy Sources, Storage and Distribution, 

d. Flood Risk 

e. Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) 

5.2.10.2 Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policy and alternative options 
are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a strategic policy and effects are considered more 
relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
concerning the historic environment for instance. Although some environmental effects are considered 
relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation) and through relevant 
development management policies, it should be noted that the Plan’s site selection process and evidence 
base (which consists of the SHELAA and IDP/settlement distribution, among other documents) omits certain 
sites that have overriding sustainability concerns, such as flood risk. This means that no site allocation will 
cause, or be subject to some environmental effects. 

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Annex C. 

Water quality 

Notionally, the Policy will have a small degree of positive effect on water related sustainability criteria through 
a managed approach to addressing resources. Despite this, effects on water resources, quality, and its 
sustainable use are unknown from high-level strategic policies. Effects are considered more appropriately 
identified through the assessment of thematic water-related policies within the Plan, and through individual 
site assessments where relevant. 
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Waste management 

The Policy will have a small degree of positive effect on reducing residential and commercial & industrial 
waste generated through encouraging and supporting new development that reduces waste and reduces/re-
uses existing resources. Impacts are not considered significant from this Policy in isolation. 

Greenhouse gas emissions 

The Policy can be seen to have positive effects on reducing greenhouse gas emissions through requiring all 
major developments to take a proactive approach to mitigating and adapting to climate change and 
encouraging and supporting innovative / proactive approaches to design including opportunities to deliver 
decentralised energy systems powered by a renewable or low carbon source. 

Renewable energy 

The Policy can be seen to have a minor positive effects on seeking an increase in the proportion of energy 
needs being met by renewable sources through encouraging and supporting innovative / proactive 
approaches to design including opportunities to deliver decentralised energy systems powered by a 
renewable or low carbon source. 

Flood risk and extreme weather events 

The Policy will have a minor positive effect on minimising the risk of flooding through requiring a sequential 
risk-based approach taking into account future-proofing measures for impacts of climate change. Effects are 
not considered significant from this Policy in isolation and are more likely to be ensured cumulatively through 
the Plan’s development management policies regarding flood risk that are applicable to smaller (i.e. not 
major) development.  

The Policy will also have a minor positive effect on reducing the risk of damage from extreme weather events 
through requiring all major developments to take a proactive approach to mitigating and adapting to climate 
change, taking into account the long-term implications for flood risk, coastal change, water supply, 
biodiversity and landscapes and visual impacts, and the risk of overheating from rising temperatures. Also, 
the Policy requires a sequential risk-based approach taking into account future-proofing measures for 
impacts of climate change, which will have additional positive effects. 

5.2.10.3 Conclusions & Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  
The inclusion of a strategic Policy on climate change is considered an appropriate stance within the Plan, in 
order to demonstrate how the Plan seeks a managed approach from major development and requirements 
that development that is forthcoming responds to a range of issues surrounding climate change adaption and 
the prevention of emissions. It is recommended that the Policy is progressed and no other recommendations 
or mitigation measures are proposed at this stage 

5.3 Part 2 A Local Policies - Housing 

This section contains the following elements of the Plan:  

• Policy LP01 – Hamlets and Clusters of Development in the Countryside 

• Policy LP02 – Residential Annexes 

• Policy LP03 – Residential Extensions and Conversions 

• Policy LP04 – Replacement Dwellings in the Countryside 
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• Policy LP05 – Replacement Dwellings and Additional Dwellings on Sub-Divided Within 
Settlement Boundaries 

• Policy LP06 – Supported and Special needs Housing 

• Policy LP07 – Affordable Housing 

• Policy LP08 – Provision for Gypsy and Travellers and Travelling Showpeople 

• Policy LP09 – Moorings and Marinas 

• Policy LP10 – Self-Build and Custom-Build 

A summary of the range of effects highlighted are included within the below table, with a narrative explaining 
key effects included for each Policy in a number of sub-sections within this section. The full evaluative 
assessments can be found within Annex D. 

Objective & Criteria  Local Policies – Housing 

LP
01

 

LP
02

 

LP
03

 

LP
04

 

LP
05

 

LP
06

 

LP
07

 

LP
08

 

LP
09

 

LP
10

 

SO1 1.1 ? N/A N/A ? ? + ? + ? ? 

1.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + + N/A N/A 

1.3 ? + + ? ? ++ + N/A N/A N/A 

1.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? ? 

1.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? ? 

1.6 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + ? ? 

1.7 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + ? ? 

1.8 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

1.9 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

1.10 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

1.11 + N/A N/A + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

1.12 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

2.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

2.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO3 3.1 + + N/A N/A + N/A ++ ? ? ? 

3.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

3.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

3.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

3.5 0 N/A 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 

Table 4: Summary of effects from the Local Housing Policies 
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Objective & Criteria  Local Policies – Housing 

LP
01

 

LP
02

 

LP
03

 

LP
04

 

LP
05

 

LP
06

 

LP
07

 

LP
08

 

LP
09

 

LP
10

 

SO4 4.1 + + 0 0 0 + ++ + + + 

4.2 0 + + 0 0 + + 0 0 0 

4.3 0 + N/A 0 0 ++ ++ + 0 + 

4.4 0 N/A + + + ++ N/A 0 0 N/A 

4.5 0 + + 0 0 ++ 0 0 0 0 

4.6 0 + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 

SO5 5.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A 

5.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A 

5.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5.6 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5.7 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5.8 N/A N/A ? 0 ? 0 N/A N/A N/A 0 

SO6 6.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

6.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

6.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A 

6.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 0 

SO7 7.1 + N/A N/A + + N/A ? ? N/A 0 

7.2 + N/A N/A + + N/A ? ? N/A 0 

7.3 N/A N/A N/A + + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

7.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

7.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO8 8.1 ? ? ? 0 ? 0 ? ? ? ? 

8.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

8.3 ? ? ? 0 ? 0 ? ? ? ? 

8.4 N/A N/A ? ? N/A ? ? 0 0 0 

SO9 9.1 ? ? ? 0 N/A 0 ? N/A ? N/A 
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Objective & Criteria  Local Policies – Housing 

LP
01

 

LP
02

 

LP
03

 

LP
04

 

LP
05

 

LP
06

 

LP
07

 

LP
08

 

LP
09

 

LP
10

 

9.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

9.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 

9.4 N/A ? N/A 0 N/A 0 ? 0 N/A 0 

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

10.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

10.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

10.4 N/A ? ? N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

10.5 N/A ? ? 0 N/A 0 0 0 N/A 0 

10.6 N/A ? ? N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

10.7 0 N/A ? N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO11 11.1 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A 

11.2 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A 

11.3 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A 

11.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11.6 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11.7 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11.8 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11.9 N/A N/A + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO12 12.1 + ? ? + ? N/A N/A N/A + ? 

12.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? 

12.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO13 13.1 + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? + ? 

13.2 + N/A N/A + + N/A N/A ? N/A ? 

13.3 + N/A + + N/A + N/A + + ? 

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

14.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

14.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

14.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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Objective & Criteria  Local Policies – Housing 

LP
01

 

LP
02

 

LP
03

 

LP
04

 

LP
05

 

LP
06

 

LP
07

 

LP
08

 

LP
09

 

LP
10

 

14.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

14.6 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A 

14.7 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

14.8 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

14.9 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

14.10 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

15.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

15.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO16 16.1 ? N/A N/A N/A + N/A ? N/A ? ? 

16.2 ? N/A N/A N/A + + ? + ? ? 

16.3 ? N/A N/A N/A + + ? + ? ? 

16.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5.3.1 Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 

It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policies and alternative options 
(where relevant) are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a policy and effects are considered 
more relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
concerning the historic environment for instance. Although some environmental effects are considered 
relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation),  it should be noted 
that the Plan’s site selection process and evidence base (which consists of the SHELAA and IDP/settlement 
distribution, among other documents)  omits certain sites that have overriding sustainability concerns, such 
as flood risk. This means that no site allocation will cause, or be subject to some environmental effects. 

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Annex D. 

5.3.1.1 Housing 
The Plan’s affordable housing requirement of 35%, as included within the Local housing Policies, helps meet 
the housing needs of the whole community, with affordable housing expected to be made on site. Policy will 
ensure significant positive effects, and is flexible to both off-site provision (through commuted sums if 
necessary) and allowing an element of market housing on rural exception sites to ensure viability. The Plan’s 
stance is considered less restrictive to rural housing delivery options, both market and affordable, where site 
location provides less certainty surrounding deliverability. 

Although the Plan’s evidence base assesses the need for any additional Gypsy and Traveller 
accommodation, following these assessments, no Gypsy and Traveller accommodations were submitted for 



Page 53 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District 
Councils 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan      
Sustainability Appraisal 

 

   

 

consideration through the Plan’s SHELAA process. Any future accommodation needs can be considered 
achievable in the plan period through a criteria-based approach of Policy LP08. 

The Plan acknowledges that smaller settlements such as Hamlets can accommodate some small level 
housing growth, such as infill development. The Plan enables that part of Policy SP01’s buffer of 20% can be 
met through small infill development. Policy LP01 supports this by setting out the ‘in-principle’ requirements 
of such development through a criteria-based approach. 

The Plan’s housing policies enable the development of residential annexes, alterations, extensions and 
conversions, to ensure that housing needs can be met in response to changing situations, including 
addressing some definitions of poverty and homelessness. 

5.3.1.2 Health 
Access to housing is a determinant on health and so there may be some indirect positive effects resulting 
from the Plan’s housing policies. 

The Plan favours the development of sites within existing and extended settlement boundaries, and in doing 
so ensures that the principle of development of infill sites and small clusters of housing is acceptable within 
them. This can be expected to have some degree of positive effect on ensuring access to health facilities 
and other facilities relevant to social inclusiveness where they occur in such settlements. 

5.3.1.3 Poverty 
There will be positive effects on ensuring that poverty, in regards to barriers to housing, is addressed through 
the affordable housing Policy. Effects can be expected to be realised in both urban and rural areas where the 
Policy includes a common threshold across the Plan area. The Plan’s housing policies also address various 
ways of ensuring homes are fit for purpose for a variety of demographics and incomes, such as through 
residential annexes, alterations, extensions and conversions and also through ensuring a mix and range of 
homes in both rural and urban areas. 

5.3.1.4 Greenfield land / PDL 
The Plan’s housing policies reflect a wide variety of needs in different areas, including the replacement of 
dwellings in the countryside on previously developed land (PDL). The Plan ensures that the footprint of 
replacement dwellings is the same as the original dwelling and within the same curtilage. This ensures 
positive effects.  

The Plan’s Policy LP16 outlines that development on previously developed land will be prioritised in the form 
of infill sites across the settlement hierarchy although it is recognised that the amount of PDL and infill sites 
is very limited especially in rural areas.  

The Plan’s Policy LP08, regarding provision for Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople 
accommodation, does not outline any brownfield / Greenfield preferences for plot and pitch locations; 
therefore, they may be provided within Greenfield land. Effects are subject to the permanency of the 
community settling on this site and site specifics. 

5.3.1.5 The loss of open Countryside / Agricultural land 
The majority of the Plan’s housing policies are considered to have some positive effects in ensuring the loss 
of open countryside is minimised. More widely however and in so far as new housing delivery can be 
expected to be on Greenfield land, effects are unavoidably negative. Uncertain effects are therefore 
identified for many of the policies.  
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Agricultural land is not specifically mentioned in the policies. The majority of new allocations are located 
beyond the existing settlement boundaries, which once allocated, the boundary will be changed to their 
edge. The preference is to ensure the majority of allocations are well connected to existing settlements; 
however a common theme of the policies is the support for development within settlement boundaries in the 
first instance, therefore mitigating loss of agricultural land. 

The Plan’s allocations are primarily located adjacent to the existing settlement boundaries. This ensures that 
land is utilised, as mentioned above, to provide access to available services and facilities, while also 
preventing the loss of open countryside and discouraging urban sprawl.  

5.3.1.6 Access to facilities 
There will be positive effects in ensuring access to facilities, as the policies seek to ensure that housing is 
well related to local services and facilities (including medical services and schools), preferably by means 
other than the private car. This supports the Plans’ Housing Spatial Distribution and also helps to enable 
walking and cycling as viable methods of transportation to ensure healthy lifestyles.  

5.3.1.7 Waste generation 
All housing related policies that regard new provision can be expected to have a small negative effect on 
waste generated per household. Effects are highlighted as uncertain for the majority of the Plan’s housing 
policies in isolation; however other Plan policies seek to ensure waste generation is minimised. 

5.3.1.8 The Natural and Historic Environment  
A common theme of the Plan’s housing policies seek to ensure that particular care is be exercised in 
sensitive locations such as conservation areas and the Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty and any other 
designated land, including designated heritage assets, and/or landscapes and known assets potentially 
sensitive to change. This includes nature conservation sites and the historic environment. This is consistent 
with a desire to protect buildings, monuments, sites, places, areas and landscapes of heritage interest or 
cultural value (including their setting) meriting consideration in planning decisions. 

5.3.1.9 Public transport, walking and cycling / out-commuting 
Regarding out commuting, the Plan’s housing policies in supporting some small scale rural development may 
have a degree of negative effect. Hamlets and the Countryside are less well served in regards to local jobs 
and public transport, and so this may increase private vehicle use. Despite this, there will be positive effects 
in ensuring access to jobs and facilities, as the policies seek to ensure that housing is well related to local 
services and facilities (including medical services and schools), preferably by means other than the private 
car. This supports the Plans’ Housing Spatial Distribution and also ensures walking and cycling as viable 
methods of transportation to ensure healthy lifestyles. 

5.3.1.10 Landscape 
There will be positive impacts on protecting landscapes, through a common theme of the Policies seeking to 
ensure that new development is designed and sited to respect, maintain and enhance landscape 
characteristics. 

5.3.2 Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  

The assessment of the Plan’s Housing policies has not identified any proposed mitigation measures or 
recommendations. Uncertain effects highlighted in the individual appraisal of the Policies, which may indicate 
a degree of negative effect, are considered mitigated or neutralised through other thematic Plan policies.  
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5.4 Part 2 A Local Policies - Economy 

This section contains the following elements of the Plan:  

• Policy LP11 – Employment Development  

• Policy LP12 – Safeguarding Economic Opportunities 

• Policy LP13 – Retail and Town Centres 

• Policy LP14 – Tourism and Leisure 

• Policy LP15 – Countryside Tourist Accommodation 

A summary of the range of effects highlighted are included within the below table, with a narrative explaining 
key effects included for each Policy in a number of sub-sections within this section. 

Objective & Criteria  Local Policies - Economy 

LP
11

 

LP
12

 

LP
13

 

LP
14

 

LP
15

 

SO1 1.1 N/A N/A ? N/A N/A 

1.2 N/A N/A ? ? N/A 

1.3 N/A N/A ? ? N/A 

1.4 N/A N/A N/A ++ N/A 

1.5 N/A N/A N/A ++ N/A 

1.6 N/A N/A ? ? N/A 

1.7 N/A N/A ? N/A N/A 

1.8 + N/A ? N/A N/A 

1.9 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

1.10 N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A 

1.11 N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A 

1.12 N/A N/A N/A ? N/A 

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

2.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

2.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO3 3.1 N/A N/A ? ? N/A 

3.2 N/A N/A + N/A N/A 

3.3 + N/A ? ? N/A 

3.4 N/A N/A + N/A N/A 

Table 5: Summary of effects from the Local Economy Policies 
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Objective & Criteria  Local Policies - Economy 

LP
11

 

LP
12

 

LP
13

 

LP
14

 

LP
15

 

3.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO4 4.1 N/A N/A + N/A ? 

4.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

4.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

4.4 N/A N/A + N/A N/A 

4.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

4.6 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO5 5.1 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5.3 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5.4 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5.5 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5.6 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5.7 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5.8 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO6 6.1 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

6.2 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

6.3 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

6.4 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO7 7.1 N/A N/A N/A + N/A 

7.2 N/A N/A N/A + N/A 

7.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

7.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

7.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

8.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

8.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

8.4 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO9 9.1 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

9.2 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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Objective & Criteria  Local Policies - Economy 

LP
11

 

LP
12

 

LP
13

 

LP
14

 

LP
15

 

9.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

9.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

10.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

10.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

10.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

10.5 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

10.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

10.7 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11.6 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11.7 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11.8 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11.9 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO12 12.1 0 N/A N/A ++ N/A 

12.2 0 N/A N/A ? N/A 

12.3 N/A N/A N/A ? N/A 

SO13 13.1 N/A N/A N/A + N/A 

13.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

13.3 N/A N/A N/A + N/A 

SO14 14.1 + + + + N/A 

14.2 + + + ? N/A 

14.3 + N/A + ? + 

14.4 ? N/A + ? ? 

14.5 + N/A N/A ? ? 
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Objective & Criteria  Local Policies - Economy 

LP
11

 

LP
12

 

LP
13

 

LP
14

 

LP
15

 

14.6 + N/A + ? ? 

14.7 + N/A + ? ? 

14.8 + N/A N/A N/A N/A 

14.9 N/A N/A + N/A N/A 

14.10 N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A 

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A + + N/A 

15.2 + N/A + N/A N/A 

15.3 + ? ++ N/A N/A 

SO16 16.1 ? 0 + N/A N/A 

16.2 ? N/A + + N/A 

16.3 ? N/A + + N/A 

16.4 ? N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5.4.1 Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 

It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policies and alternative options 
(where relevant) are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a policy and effects are considered 
more relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
concerning the historic environment for instance. Although some environmental effects are considered 
relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation), it should be noted 
that the Plan’s site selection process and evidence base (which consists of the SHELAA and IDP/settlement 
distribution, among other documents) omits certain sites that have overriding sustainability concerns, such as 
flood risk. This means that no site allocation will cause, or be subject to some environmental effects. 

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Annex D. 

5.4.1.1 Employment and economic growth 
The Plan’s economy policies support employment growth within the Districts, in accordance with the spatial 
strategy. Additionally, the support which is shown for small scale employment may also encourage further 
variety in employment opportunities. This may contribute to the reduction of unemployment overall.  

The Plan policies will help to achieve sustainable levels of prosperity and economic growth throughout the 
Plan area, in conjunction with other policies in the JLP.  The impact of the policies in improving 
competitiveness by providing more opportunities for small scale/independent businesses is positive. Further, 
the policies can be expected to improve the resilience of business and the economy, promote growth in key 
sectors, encourage rural diversification and also encourage inward investment. 

The policies seek to safeguard economic opportunities including the land surrounding existing employment 
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sites that may be required for employment development in future plan periods.  Five criteria must be met 
before the council may consider the loss of an employment site.  This could have a minor positive effect in 
regard to business development; however it should be noted that the Plan does not allocate any employment 
land as there is no evidenced need. 

5.4.1.2 Environmental effects 
A number of the Plan policies require any forthcoming proposals to be sensitive to the surroundings, 
including any residential and other amenity, landscape and heritage assets. Additionally, proposals must 
demonstrate high-quality design by having regard to the relevant policies of the Plan. This ensures positive 
effects, and these can be expected to be strengthened through other thematic Plan policies regarding 
environmental protection. 

The appraisal of Policy LP14 identifies a recommendation that the Policy make reference to a need to 
identify and protect sites, features and areas of archaeological value, which could be of value to the leisure 
and tourism industry. 

5.4.1.3 Minimising crime and anti-social activity 
The Policies seek to encourage good design which is likely to indirectly reduce crime and anti-social activity. 

5.4.1.4 Town centre vitality and viability 
The Plan’s economy policies seek to ensure a balance between retail and non-retail uses to secure the 
vitality and viability of Town Centres and they also have the potential to provide relevant uses in town centres 
and primary shopping areas, including community facilities, key services and social infrastructure.  

The Plan’s policies ensure that within Town Centre Boundaries consideration will be given to ensuring that 
development proposals do not eliminate separate access arrangements to upper floorspace, which could be 
used for residential, community or employment uses. This would result in a minor positive effect in regard to 
housing objectives, but also in regard to ensuring footfalls can be increased.     

Public transport, walking and cycling / out-commuting 
The locational criteria of the employment policies in corresponding to the Plan’s Housing Spatial Distribution 
can ensure that public transport, walking and cycling are maximised and out-commuting minimised. Also, the 
Policies’ stance on ensuring strong town centres will have positive effects. Town centres can contain a range 
of employment opportunities, and their nature is that they are well provided in term of public transport 
networks and an effective public realm.  

The Plan’s policies do not address any need to increase the proportion of freight transported by rail or other 
sustainable modes. The impact would only be apparent when examining a planning application in detail and 
would be dependent on location. 

5.4.2 Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  

The assessment of Policy LP14 acknowledges that the Policy supports the tourism economy in the District 
and requires new tourism attractions and facilities to provide benefits to the residents of the Districts. The 
appraisal of the Policy identifies a recommendation that the Policy make reference to a need to identify and 
protect sites, features and areas of archaeological value, which could be of value to the leisure and tourism 
industry. 



Page 60 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District 
Councils 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan      
Sustainability Appraisal 

 

   

 

5.5 Part 2 A Local Policies - Environment 

This section contains the following elements of the Plan:  

• Policy LP16 – Environmental Protection  

• Policy LP17 – Biodiversity 

• Policy LP18 – Landscape 

• Policy LP19 – Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

• Policy LP20 – The Historic Environment 

• Policy LP21 – Change in Land Use for Equestrian or Other Animal / Rural Land Base Uses 

• Policy LP22 – Agricultural Land to Residential Garden Land 

• Policy LP23 – Sustainable Construction and Design 

• Policy LP24 – Design and Residential Amenity 

• Policy LP25 – Alternative Energy Sources, Storage and Distribution 

• Policy LP26 – Flood Risk 

• Policy LP27 – Sustainable Drainage Systems 

A summary of the range of effects highlighted are included within the below table, with a narrative explaining 
key effects included for each Policy in a number of sub-sections within this section. 

Objective & Criteria  Local Policies - Environment 

LP
16

 

LP
17

 

LP
18

 

LP
19

 

LP
20

 

LP
21

 

LP
22

 

LP
23

 

LP
24

 

LP
25

 

LP
26

 

LP
27

 
SO1 1.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 

1.2 ? + + + N/A N/A N/A N/A ++ N/A N/A N/A 

1.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 

1.4 ? ? N/A + N/A N/A 0 N/A 0 N/A N/A N/A 

1.5 ? ? N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A N/A 

1.6 ? N/A N/A N/A ? + N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A N/A 

1.7 ? N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A N/A 

1.8 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ++ N/A N/A N/A 

1.9 + N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A ++ N/A N/A N/A 

1.10 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 

1.11 + + N/A ++ N/A 0 N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 

Table 6: Summary of effects from the Local Environment Policies 
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Objective & Criteria  Local Policies - Environment 

LP
16

 

LP
17

 

LP
18

 

LP
19

 

LP
20

 

LP
21

 

LP
22

 

LP
23

 

LP
24

 

LP
25

 

LP
26

 

LP
27

 

1.12 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

2.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

2.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO3 3.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A 

3.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 

3.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

3.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

3.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 

SO4 4.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

4.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

4.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

4.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

4.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 

4.6 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 

SO5 5.1 ++ ++ N/A N/A N/A 0 ? + + + ++ ++ 

5.2 ++ ++ N/A N/A N/A 0 ? + + + ++ ++ 

5.3 ++ + N/A N/A N/A 0 ? N/A N/A N/A ++ N/A 

5.4 + + N/A N/A N/A 0 ? N/A N/A N/A ++ N/A 

5.5 + ++ N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5.6 + ++ N/A N/A N/A 0 ? + N/A + ++ N/A 

5.7 + + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5.8 + + N/A N/A N/A 0 ? + ? ? N/A N/A 

SO6 6.1 + + N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A ? ++ ++ N/A N/A 

6.2 + N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A ? + + N/A N/A 

6.3 + N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A ? ++ ? N/A N/A 

6.4 + + N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A ? ? ? N/A N/A 
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Objective & Criteria  Local Policies - Environment 

LP
16

 

LP
17

 

LP
18

 

LP
19

 

LP
20

 

LP
21

 

LP
22

 

LP
23

 

LP
24

 

LP
25

 

LP
26

 

LP
27

 

SO7 7.1 + + + ++ N/A + + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

7.2 ++ N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

7.3 ++ N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

7.4 + N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 

7.5 + N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A ? N/A + N/A N/A 

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A ? N/A N/A N/A N/A 

8.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A ? N/A N/A N/A N/A 

8.3 + N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A ? N/A N/A N/A N/A 

8.4 + N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A ? N/A 0 N/A N/A 

SO9 9.1 + N/A N/A N/A ? 0 N/A ++ N/A ++ N/A N/A 

9.2 + N/A N/A N/A NA 0 N/A ++ N/A ++ N/A N/A 

9.3 ? N/A N/A N/A NA 0 N/A ++ N/A ++ N/A N/A 

9.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A ? 0 N/A ++ N/A 0 N/A N/A 

SO10 10.1 + + N/A N/A N/A N/A ? ++ N/A + ++ ++ 

10.2 + + N/A N/A N/A N/A ? ++ N/A + ++ ++ 

10.3 N/A + N/A N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A ? N/A N/A 

10.4 N/A + N/A N/A N/A N/A ? ++ N/A ++ ++ ++ 

10.5 ++ + N/A N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A N/A ++ 

10.4 N/A + N/A N/A ? N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A N/A 

10.7 N/A + N/A N/A N/A N/A ? ? N/A ? N/A ++ 

SO11 11.1 + ++ N/A N/A N/A 0 0 N/A N/A ++ N/A N/A 

11.2 + ++ N/A N/A N/A 0 0 N/A N/A ++ N/A N/A 

11.3 + ++ N/A N/A N/A 0 0 N/A N/A ++ N/A N/A 

11.4 + ++ N/A N/A N/A 0  0 N/A + + N/A N/A 

11.5 N/A + N/A N/A N/A + 0 N/A + 0 N/A ? 
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Objective & Criteria  Local Policies - Environment 

LP
16

 

LP
17

 

LP
18

 

LP
19

 

LP
20

 

LP
21

 

LP
22

 

LP
23

 

LP
24

 

LP
25

 

LP
26

 

LP
27

 

11.6 + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A ? N/A N/A 

11.7 ? ++ N/A N/A N/A + 0 N/A N/A ++ N/A N/A 

11.8 N/A + N/A N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A ? N/A N/A ? 

11.9 + ++ N/A N/A N/A 0 0 N/A ? + N/A ? 

SO12 12.1 + N/A ++ ++ ++ 0 0 N/A + + N/A N/A 

12.2 + N/A + N/A ++ 0 0 N/A + + N/A N/A 

12.3 + N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A N/A ? 0 N/A N/A 

SO13 13.1 + + ++ ++ + 0 0 N/A + ++ N/A N/A 

13.2 ++ N/A N/A N/A ? ++ N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

13.3 + + ++ ++ + 0 0 N/A + + N/A N/A 

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A N/A ++ N/A N/A 

14.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A N/A ++ N/A N/A 

14.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ++ N/A N/A 

14.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A 

14.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ++ N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A 

14.6 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A 

14.7 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A 

14.8 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

14.9 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

14.10 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

15.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

15.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO16 16.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A N/A 

16.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? ? N/A N/A N/A 

16.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? + N/A N/A N/A 
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Objective & Criteria  Local Policies - Environment 

LP
16

 

LP
17

 

LP
18

 

LP
19

 

LP
20

 

LP
21

 

LP
22

 

LP
23

 

LP
24

 

LP
25

 

LP
26

 

LP
27

 

16.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5.5.1 Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 

It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policies and alternative options 
(where relevant) are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a policy and effects are considered 
more relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
concerning the historic environment for instance. Although some environmental effects are considered 
relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation), it should be noted 
that the Plan’s site selection process and evidence base (which consists of the SHELAA and IDP/settlement 
distribution, among other documents) omits certain sites that have overriding sustainability concerns, such as 
flood risk. This means that no site allocation will cause, or be subject to some environmental effects. 

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Annex D. 

5.5.1.1 Pollution (air, noise, water) 
Policy LP16 seeks to prevent/reduce all forms of possible pollution stating that the Policy will seek to 
‘prevent, or where not practicable, reduce all forms of possible pollution including, but not limited to; air, land, 
ground and surface water, odour, noise, light and any other general amenity.’  The Policy also explicitly 
states that development proposals will need to demonstrate how they protect and enhance groundwater, 
surface water features and control aquatic pollution “help achieve the objectives of the Water Framework 
Directive”.  Similarly, the Policy addresses water related impacts for the construction phase of the 
development.  

Policy LP24 requires new development to protect the health and amenity of occupiers and surrounding uses 
by avoiding development that is overlooking, overbearing, results in a loss of daylight, and/or unacceptable 
levels of light pollution, noise, vibration, odour, emissions and dust; including any other amenity issues. This 
will ensure minor positive effects. 

5.5.1.2 Greenfield land / PDL / agricultural land  
The development of previously developed land in the first instance is a common theme throughout the Plan’s 
environment policies. The Plan’s policies ensure that development will contribute towards making more 
efficient use or re-use of existing resources and reducing the lifecycle impact of materials used in 
construction.  

Policy LP16 also has provisions to minimise the loss of the best and most versatile agricultural land and to 
prioritise development on previously developed land. It will similarly minimise the loss of open countryside to 
development where this land has a designation, potential designation, or where it forms a buffer zone to 
protect designated sites.   

Furthermore, Policy LP22 ensures that proposals regarding a change of agricultural land to residential 
garden land would not result in the irreversible loss of best and most versatile agricultural land or productive 
agricultural land. 
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5.5.1.3 Health  
The Plan’s environment policies/ stance on the protection of biodiversity is likely to encourage healthy 
lifestyles where people can benefit from the ecosystem services provided e.g. access to Green 
Infrastructure. Despite this however, the protection of biodiversity is not always compatible with access to 
public open space. 

The Plan’s environment policies however do seek to retain and enhance existing open and natural spaces, 
which will have positive health implications and also minimise the loss of open countryside to development. 

5.5.1.4 Biodiversity / geodiversity 
Policy LP17 seeks to protect and enhance biodiversity and states that development proposals will be 
supported where: “They maintain and contribute to the enhancement of biodiversity and geological 
conservation interests including Priority habitats and species. Enhancement for biodiversity should be 
commensurate with the scale of development. For example, such enhancement could include watercourse 
improvements to benefit biodiversity and improve water quality, habitat creation, wildlife links (including as 
part of green or blue infrastructure) and building design which creates wildlife habitat (e.g. green roofs, 
hedgehog friendly fencing, bird, insect and/or bat boxes) relevant to local conservation priorities.” This acts to 
protect and enhance natural resources. 

Policy LP17 seeks to protect and enhance biodiversity.  Policy LP17 also seeks to protect and enhance sites, 
features and areas of geological value in both urban and rural areas. This may act to further protect and 
enhance air and water quality. The policy states that development proposals will be supported where, “They 
plan positively for the creation, protection, enhancement and management of local networks of biodiversity 
with stepping stones that connect areas.  Where possible, link to existing green infrastructure networks and 
areas identified by local partnerships for habitat restoration or creation so that these ecological networks will 
be more resilient to current and future pressures.” There will be positive effects regarding the creation of new 
habitat as a result. 

Despite this, Policy LP17 or its supporting text could reference the ecosystem benefits provided by 
biodiversity and the potential for developments to use biodiversity to reduce vulnerability and increase 
resilience to extreme weather events and flooding which may be caused by climate change e.g. through 
SuDS, green roofs, etc. Further, it is recommended that the Policy cover the potential for SuDS biodiversity 
gains. 

5.5.1.5 Landscape / AONBs 
Concerning landscape, Policy LP18 states that development in suitable locations which will not adversely 
affect and considers the likely cumulative effects on the natural environment including landscape character 
sensitivity and visual impacts of the proposal on the wider area. There will be positive effects as a result, 
particularly through the consideration of cumulative effects. 

The Plan’s landscape Policy also has the potential to minimise the loss of open countryside to ‘non-plan-led’ 
or speculative development.  

Policy LP24 ensures that new development would protect and retain important natural features such as trees 
or hedgerows during and post construction (for example from leaf litter, branch shedding and loss of light)”. 
This will ensure minor positive effects on landscape / townscape features. 

5.5.1.6 The Historic Environment 
Policy LP20 requires that all designated and non-designated heritage assets must be preserved, enhanced 
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or conserved in accordance with statutory tests and their significance. The Policy also includes support for 
re-use/redevelopment of heritage assets, including buildings at risk, which may reduce the amount of 
derelict, degraded and underused land and may also enhance the viability and vitality of the Districts’ historic 
centres. 

This is consistent with a desire to protect buildings, monuments, sites, places, areas and landscapes of 
heritage interest or cultural value (including their setting) meriting consideration in planning decisions. Where 
policy seeks to enhance assets however, it does not specifically refer to areas of archaeological value. It is 
recommended that Policy LP18 make the link between landscape and archaeological value, reflecting 
historical landscapes. 

5.5.1.7 Sustainable transport, walking & cycling 
Policy LP24 requires development proposals to focus on movement by foot, bicycle and public transport, 
including linkages to create/contribute to a ‘walkable neighbourhood’ ensuring significant positive effects.  

5.5.1.8 Crime and anti-social activity 
Policy LP24 requires development to be designed for health, amenity, well-being and safety and that 
proposals design out crime. There will therefore be significant positive effects regarding the minimisation of 
crime and anti-social activity. 

5.5.1.9 Renewable energy / low carbon development 
Policy LP25 promotes renewable, decentralised and community energy generating proposals, ensuring 
significant positive effects. This will reduce emissions relating to the burning of fossil fuels which will have a 
positive impact on a macro level, and where on-site renewables are incorporated onto a scheme, there will 
be a reduction in local emissions to air e.g. from less use of gas boilers (residential or commercial).  

The Policy requires impacts on (but not limited to) landscape, highway safety, ecology, heritage, residential 
amenity, drainage, airfield safeguarding and the local community to be fully taken into consideration and 
where appropriate, effectively mitigated of renewable energy schemes.  

5.5.1.10 Water quality, resources & flood risk 
Policy LP26 is designed to avoid flood risk and as such, is compatible with the conservation and 
enhancement of water quality and resources. Significant positive effects are therefore highlighted for both 
water quality, resources and flood related objectives. 

Policy LP23 ensures that all residential developments are encouraged to achieve 100 litres per person per 
day. This is in addition to criteria 1.c in accordance with recommendation from Anglia Water. This ensures 
positive effects on water resources. 

Policy LP22 however allows for hard landscaping and driveways, which may impact upon water quality and 
resources. Uncertain effects have been identified for this Policy regarding water quality dependent on 
specific proposals. 

5.5.2 Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  

In the assessment of Policy LP17, it was recommended that the Policy or supporting text could reference the 
ecosystem benefits provided by biodiversity and the potential for developments to use biodiversity to reduce 
vulnerability and increase resilience to extreme weather events and flooding which may be caused by 
climate change e.g. through SuDS, green roofs, etc. Further, it was recommended that the Policy cover the 
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potential for SuDS biodiversity gains to maximise potential benefits. 

Policy LP18 aims to protect the distinctiveness of landscapes across the Districts. Within the appraisal of the 
Policy, it was recommended that the Policy make the link between landscape and archaeological value, 
reflecting historical landscapes. 

Policy LP23 seeks to encourage the use of sustainable design and construction methods, which will reduce 
carbon emissions in the construction and operation of new development; reduce water consumption in the 
operational phase of the building; and encourage use of recycled materials which will conserve resources.  
The appraisal of the Policy includes the recommendation that the Policy or supporting text include details 
regarding extremes of winter and summer temperatures, which would include the need for shading. 

5.6 Part 2 A Local Policies – Healthy Communities & Infrastructure 

This section contains the following elements of the Plan:  

• Policy LP28 – Designated Open Spaces 

• Policy LP29 –Services and Facilities Within the Community – Provision / Retention 

• Policy LP30 – Safe, Sustainable and Active Transport 

• Policy LP31 –  Managing Infrastructure Provision 

• Policy LP32 – Health and Education Provision 

• Policy LP33 – Developer Contributions and Planning Obligations 

A summary of the range of effects highlighted are included within the below table, with a narrative explaining 
key effects included for each Policy in a number of sub-sections within this section. 

Objective & Criteria  Local Policies – Healthy Communities & Infrastructure 

LP
28

 

LP
29

 

LP
30

 

LP
31

 

LP
32

 

LP
33

 

SO1 1.1 N/A N/A N/A + + 0 

1.2 ++ + + + N/A 0 

1.3 N/A + + + + 0 

1.4 ++ ? + N/A N/A N/A 

1.5 ++ N/A + + N/A 0 

1.6 N/A + + + N/A 0 

1.7 + + + + N/A 0 

1.8 N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 0 

1.9 N/A N/A + N/A N/A N/A 

1.10 N/A ? N/A ? + N/A 

Table 7: Summary of effects from the Local Healthy Communities & Infrastructure Policies 
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Objective & Criteria  Local Policies – Healthy Communities & Infrastructure 

LP
28

 

LP
29

 

LP
30

 

LP
31

 

LP
32

 

LP
33

 

1.11 ++ N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

1.12 + N/A N/A + N/A 0 

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

2.2 N/A ? N/A + ++ 0 

2.3 N/A N/A N/A + ++ 0 

SO3 3.1 ? ? + + + 0 

3.2 ++ ? + ++ ++ 0 

3.3 N/A N/A + N/A N/A N/A 

3.4 ++ + N/A N/A N/A N/A 

3.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO4 4.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

4.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

4.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 

4.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

4.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

4.6 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO5 5.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5.6 N/A N/A N/A + N/A 0 

5.7 N/A N/A N/A + N/A 0 

5.8 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO6 6.1 N/A 0 ++ N/A N/A N/A 

6.2 N/A 0 ++ N/A N/A N/A 

6.3 N/A 0 ++ N/A N/A N/A 
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Objective & Criteria  Local Policies – Healthy Communities & Infrastructure 

LP
28

 

LP
29

 

LP
30

 

LP
31

 

LP
32

 

LP
33

 

6.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO7 7.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

7.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

7.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

7.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

7.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

8.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

8.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

8.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO9 9.1 N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 

9.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

9.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

9.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

10.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

10.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

10.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

10.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

10.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

10.7 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO11 11.1 + N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 

11.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11.4 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11.6 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11.7 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11.8 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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Objective & Criteria  Local Policies – Healthy Communities & Infrastructure 

LP
28

 

LP
29

 

LP
30

 

LP
31

 

LP
32

 

LP
33

 

11.9 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO12 12.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

12.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

12.3 N/A N/A + N/A N/A N/A 

SO13 13.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

13.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

13.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A N/A + N/A N/A 

14.2 N/A N/A + N/A N/A N/A 

14.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A + N/A 

14.4 N/A N/A + N/A N/A N/A 

14.5 N/A N/A ? N/A N/A N/A 

14.6 N/A + ? N/A N/A N/A 

14.7 N/A + ? + N/A N/A 

14.8 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

14.9 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

14.10 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO15 15.1 N/A ? ? + N/A N/A 

15.2 N/A ? N/A N/A N/A N/A 

15.3 N/A ? ? N/A N/A N/A 

SO16 16.1 N/A + ++ ? N/A N/A 

16.2 N/A N/A ++ + N/A 0 

16.3 N/A + ++ + N/A 0 

16.4 N/A N/A ++ ? N/A N/A 

 

5.6.1 Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 

It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policies and alternative options 
(where relevant) are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a policy and effects are considered 
more relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
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concerning the historic environment for instance. Although some environmental effects are considered 
relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation), it should be noted 
that the Plan’s site selection process and evidence base (which consists of the SHELAA and IDP/settlement 
distribution, among other documents) omits certain sites that have overriding sustainability concerns, such as 
flood risk. This means that no site allocation will cause, or be subject to some environmental effects. 

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Annex D. 

5.6.1.1 Health 
Policy LP28 will ensure significant positive effects on encouraging healthy lifestyles and enhancing open 
space, through open space provision being provided through an evidence-led approach as included within 
the Open Space Assessment (2019). The Policy’s approach that the total or partial loss of designated open 
spaces may be permitted where alternative space of equal or greater quality, accessibility and quantity can 
be provided to serve the communities’ needs; or the development is for alternative sports and recreation 
provision, and the applicant can evidence that the benefits of the new provision clearly outweigh the loss of 
the current or former use, will ensure positive effects on ensuring access to open space, sport and 
recreational facilities. 

5.6.1.2 Biodiversity / Habitats Sites 
Recreational pressure is identified as a potential source of harm to Habitats Sites in and around the Plan 
area. The provision of new open space can alleviate pressure on Habitats Sites by redirecting recreational 
uses away from them. There will be positive effects as a result of Policy LP28 and significant cumulative 
effects are possible in accumulation with the Suffolk Coast RAMS. 

5.6.1.3 Access to community facilities / social infrastructure 
Policy LP30 refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active transport through encouraging walking, 
cycling, public transport and car sharing. The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable and active 
transport” and provides a number of criteria to support active and sustainable travel modes. This policy is 
therefore likely to support access to community facilities. 

Policy LP31 refers to the management of infrastructure provision within developments. Effective 
management of infrastructure provision effectively seeks to ensure improved access to health facilities and 
social care services. The Plan states that, ‘Planning permission will only be granted if it can be demonstrated 
that there is, or will be, sufficient infrastructure capacity to support and meet the necessary infrastructure 
requirements arising from the proposed development’. Section 2 of the Policy also seeks consideration of 
cumulative impacts on infrastructure capacity. Significant positive effects are highlighted overall due to the 
Policy’s managed approach to ensuing all elements of social infrastructure within the remit of the Plan can be 
provided as a pre-requisite of any planning permission(s). 

Policy LP32 effectively seeks to ensure improved access to key services and social infrastructure related to 
health and education. Significant positive effects are highlighted in accumulation with Policy LP31 due to the 
Policy’s managed approach.  

The Plan’s policies do not explore opportunities for shared community use and co-location of services and a 
discussion of the smart use of community facilities to provide more than one service could strengthen this 
policy. It is recommended that Policy LP29 includes an additional criterion which discusses shared 
community use and co-location of services. 

5.6.1.4 Minimising crime / anti-social activity 
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The provision and retention of community services and facilities is considered a positive step towards 
reducing crime and anti-social behaviour. Despite this, much depends on the suitability of schemes and their 
design / layout. This is however ensured through other Plan policy. 

5.6.1.5 Education and health services 
Policy LP32 will have positive effects on improving access to health facilities and social care services 
through the Councils’ support for appropriate and well-designed applications regarding the creation of new 
health and/or education facilities, and extensions to existing facilities. Impacts are not significant in line with 
the wider Plan due to the delivery of healthcare facilities being a matter for the NHS or other relevant 
healthcare providers. 

The Policy will however have significant positive effects on providing an adequate range of educational 
facilities and ensuring sufficient capacity exists for new and existing communities.  The Policy states that the 
Councils’ support appropriate and well-designed applications regarding the creation of new education 
facilities, and extensions to existing facilities. In accumulation with Policy LP31, capacities / the demand for 
school places will be managed cumulatively. More widely, the Plan can be expected to have significant 
positive effects associated with Plan led growth through working with Suffolk County Council through the IDP 
to identify the educational requirements needed to accommodate growth in the Plan. 

5.6.1.6 Air quality, noise and odour 
Policy LP29 refers to the retention of village and public halls, community centres, places of worship, 
cinemas, libraries, museums, public houses, restaurants, cafés, convenience shops, banks, building 
societies, and post offices.  Section 1a of the Policy states that proposals for new community services and 
facilities or improving existing facilities will be supported where the proposal is well related to and meets the 
needs of the local community, would reduce the need to travel to other settlements, is of a proportionate 
scale to the settlement and would not adversely affect existing facilities. The policy explicitly seeks to 
mitigate against increased travel and therefore has a neutral impact on air quality. 

Policy LP30 aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable and active transport” and sets out a hierarchy to 
reduce dependence on private vehicles.  It also has a section (3h) on electric charging points. This policy 
therefore aims to reduce air, noise and odour concerns (including in AQMAs) associated with motor transport 
and ensures positive effects. 

5.6.1.7 Public transport, walking & cycling / Out-commuting 
Policy LP29 explicitly seeks to mitigate against increased travel which will have positive effects. Local 
services and facilities can also be expected to be located in close proximity to communities. This can also 
ensure small scale employment opportunities within walking distances to reduce out-commuting in some 
sectors. 

Policy LP30 refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active transport through encouraging walking, 
cycling, public transport and car sharing. The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable and active 
transport” and provides a number of criteria to support active and sustainable travel modes. Aside from 
positive effects on sustainable transport objectives, the Policy is also likely to support those groups that may 
not be able to use private vehicular transport, and therefore has a positive impact in terms of supporting 
those with special needs and an ageing population. 

Despite this, there is uncertainty surrounding Policy LP31. It is uncertain whether a managed approach to 
infrastructure will have a positive effect on out-commuting, where necessary highways improvements can be 
seen to make private car movements more attractive. In balance, improvements in public transport, walking 
and cycling infrastructure can ensure that opportunities for sustainable travel is also maximised. This 
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includes opportunities for sustainable freight movements however it is further uncertain whether the freight 
industry would directly contribute to such infrastructure improvements in the Plan area. 

5.6.1.8 Economy 
Policy LP30 is likely to indirectly support the resilience of business and the economy, through relieving 
congestion, sustaining public transport and providing people with a variety of modes of transport to reach 
their places of work.  Minor positive effects can therefore be assumed. 

Policy LP31 refers to the management of infrastructure provision within developments. The Policy, through 
setting out the parameters within which the Council’s will manage infrastructure requirements from new 
development, can ensure that positive indirect effects are realised for business development. Improved 
infrastructure can also enhance the attractiveness of an area for inward investment. 

In accordance with Policy LP32, positive effects on promoting growth in key sectors can be ensured through 
the policy approach to health and education provision. Health is a key employment sector in the Plan area. 

5.6.2 Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  

The appraisal of Policy LP29 identifies that the policy does not explore opportunities for shared community 
use and co-location of services and a discussion of the smart use of community facilities to provide more 
than one service would strengthen this policy. It is recommended that Policy LP29 includes an additional 
criterion which discusses shared community use and co-location of services. 
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6. Cumulative and Synergistic Impacts of the 
Local Plan Policies  

6.1 Introduction  

This section explores the cumulative and synergistic impacts of the Plan’s policies. The policies have been 
grouped as they appear in the Plan; that is, relevant to the following headings: 

• The Strategic Policies 

• Economic Policies 

• Environmental Policies 

• Housing Policies 

• Healthy Communities and Infrastructure Policies 

Cumulative impacts are identified per sustainability objective, with each option exploring whether any exist 
on a thematic basis. 

6.2 Cumulative Impacts of the Plan’s Policies 

The following table outlines each of the effects highlighted in the detailed assessment of the Strategic 
Policies undertaken within this SA. In the final column, the cumulative effect of the Policies in accumulation 
has been explored.  

Table 8: Cumulative Impacts of the Plan’s Policies 

Sustainability 
Objective & Criteria  

C
um

ul
at

iv
e 

Ef
fe

ct
 

Commentary  

SO1 1.1 

+ 

Although the Plan can not ensure that new healthcare facilities are delivered in new developments, 
the Plan’s Housing Spatial Distribution, in accumulation with the methodology in the settlement 
hierarchy, can ensure that there are positive effects on ensuring access to existing health facilities 
and social care services. Development is broadly and proportionately focused within the Districts’ 
most sustainable settlements with existing services and facilities. The Plan’s site selection process 
and evidence base (which consists of the SHELAA and IDP/settlement distribution, among other 
documents) demonstrates that the broad sustainability of existing settlements has been a 
significant consideration in the selection of sites and no sites are allocated within the Plan area’s 
least sustainable settlements. 

1.2 

++ 

The Plan’s infrastructure, transport and design policies can be expected to have significantly 
positive cumulative impacts on health, albeit indirectly, through incorporating walking and cycling 
networks in new development and also ensuring that recreational, sports provision and open 
space is included. 

1.3 

++ 

The Plan’s Housing policies will have significantly positive cumulative impacts on social inclusion 
in regard to ensuring that the delivery of housing for special needs and an ageing population is 
forthcoming through the Plan period. This is ensured in a variety of ways, both directly (through 
Policy LP06 – Supported and Special needs Housing) and also indirectly (through unrestrictive 
policy regarding residential annexes as well as extensions and conversions that can meet these 
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Sustainability 
Objective & Criteria  

C
um

ul
at

iv
e 

Ef
fe

ct
 

Commentary  

needs).  

1.4 
+ 

The Plan’s policies can be expected to have positive overall effects through those policies related 
to access to the open countryside, the protection of AONBs and also tourism and leisure. These 
policies ensure that public open space is protected in the first instance and provided to support 
new developments. 

1.5 
+ 

The Plan’s policies can be expected to have positive overall effects through those policies related 
to designated open space, the protection of AONBs and also tourism and leisure. These policies 
ensure that public open space is protected in the first instance and provided to support new 
developments. 

1.6 

++ 

The Plan’s Housing Spatial Distribution, in accumulation with the methodology in the settlement 
hierarchy, can ensure that there are positive effects on ensuring access to cultural and community 
facilities. This is ensured primarily through Policy LP29 –Services and Facilities Within the 
Community – Provision / Retention. Additionally, development is broadly and proportionately 
focused within the Districts’ most sustainable settlements with existing services and facilities. The 
Plan’s site selection evidence base (which consists of the SHELAA and IDP/settlement 
distribution, among other documents) demonstrates that the broad sustainability of existing 
settlements has been a significant consideration in the selection of sites. The overall approach to 
site selection in the Plan demonstrates no sites are allocated within the Plan area’s least 
sustainable settlements. 

1.7 

++ 

The Plan’s Housing Spatial Distribution, in accumulation with the methodology in the settlement 
hierarchy, can ensure that there are positive effects on ensuring access to cultural and community 
facilities. This is ensured primarily through Policy LP29 –Services and Facilities Within the 
Community – Provision / Retention. Additionally, development is broadly and proportionately 
focused within the Districts’ most sustainable settlements with existing services and facilities. The 
Plan’s site selection methodology demonstrates that the broad sustainability of existing 
settlements has been a significant consideration in the selection of sites.  

1.8 
N/A 

Policy LP24 – Design and Residential Amenity seeks to reduce crime and anti-social activity 
through effective design in new developments. There will be positive effects from the Plan overall, 
however no cumulative effects as no other effects have been identified from any other Plan 
policies. 

1.9 
+ 

Noise and odour concerns are addressed directly and indirectly through several Plan policies, such 
as Policy LP16 – Environmental Protection and Policy LP24 – Design and Residential Amenity. 
This ensures that there will be positive cumulative effects arising from the Plan’s policies regarding 
minimising and eliminating noise and odour. 

1.10 
? 

There will be uncertain effects regarding ensuring shared community use and the co-location of 
services resulting from the Plan policies, although elements of this objective are indirectly covered 
through Policy LP32 – Health and Education Provision regarding school playing pitches.  

1.11 

++ 

The Plan’s policies can be expected to have significant positive overall effects through those 
policies related to access to the open countryside, the protection of AONBs and also tourism and 
leisure. These policies ensure that open and natural space is protected in the first instance and 
provided to support new developments. 

1.12 
N/A 

Although Policy LP28 – Designated Open Spaces could lead to developments providing play 
spaces, the Policy and supporting text does not formally require such spaces, as it espouses an 
approach which considers that flexible suitable open space can meet all local needs and 
aspirations. To this extent, there will be no uncertain cumulative effects from the Plan’s policies. 

SO2 2.1 
? 

The Plan’s policies have not been assessed as having any direct effects on improving 
qualifications and skills of young people and adults. Indirectly, the accessibility of education 
facilities can have an effect on skills; however effects singularly or cumulatively can not be 
identified with any certainty. 

2.2 ++ Both strategic and local policies regarding infrastructure provision have been identified as having a 
significant positive effect on delivery of new educational establishments to support plan-level 



Page 76 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District 
Councils 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan      
Sustainability Appraisal 

 

   

 

Sustainability 
Objective & Criteria  

C
um

ul
at

iv
e 

Ef
fe

ct
 

Commentary  

growth throughout the Plan period. In addition, development is broadly and proportionately focused 
within the Districts’ most sustainable settlements with existing educational facilities. The Plan’s site 
selection approach demonstrates that the broad sustainability of existing settlements has been a 
significant consideration in the selection of sites.  

2.3 

++ 

Both strategic and local policies regarding infrastructure provision have been identified as having a 
significant positive effect on delivery of new educational establishments to support plan-level 
growth throughout the Plan period. In addition, development is broadly and proportionately focused 
within the Districts’ most sustainable settlements with existing educational facilities, both 
secondary and primary.  

SO3 3.1 

++ 

The Plan’s policies can be seen to have a significant positive effect on ensuring rural and urban 
poverty is addressed across a wide range of themes, including barriers to services, access to 
employment and ensuring a range of homes to meet the needs of various demographics. Although 
detailed effects are more appropriately identified at the local level, the Plan’s Housing Spatial 
Distribution and policies surrounding new employment growth can be considered wide reaching to 
a large amount of settlements within the settlement hierarchy, enabling poverty to be addressed.  

3.2 

++ 

The Plan’s Housing Spatial Distribution, in accumulation with the methodology in the settlement 
hierarchy, can ensure that there are positive effects on ensuring access to cultural and community 
facilities. This is ensured primarily through Policy LP29 –Services and Facilities Within the 
Community – Provision / Retention. Additionally, development is broadly and proportionately 
focused within the Districts’ most sustainable settlements with existing services and facilities.  

3.3 

+ 

The Plan policies do not identify any net additional new employment land for allocation, instead 
they reflect the evidence of the Lichfields Sector Needs Assessment (2018), which forecasts that 
existing supply is sufficient to meet baseline objectively assessed need over the plan period. The 
Plan Policies focus on safeguarding and improving existing businesses, allowing them to grow in 
response to market sector conditions and set policy parameters that ensure the deliverability of 
any forthcoming schemes. This sets the best possible environment to promote growth in key 
sectors through an approach of safeguarding strategic employment sites and EZs and supporting 
growth / expansion on strategic employment sites and in transport corridors. Cumulative impacts 
on employment are therefore positive. 

3.4 

++ 

The Plan’s Housing Spatial Distribution, in accumulation with the methodology in the settlement 
hierarchy, can ensure that there are positive effects on ensuring access to cultural and community 
facilities. This is ensured primarily through Policy LP29 –Services and Facilities Within the 
Community – Provision / Retention. Additionally, development is broadly and proportionately 
focused within the Districts’ most sustainable settlements with existing services and facilities.  

3.5 
+ 

Although few policies have been assessed as having effects in regard to the provision of Lifetime 
Homes, Policy LP24 – Design and Residential Amenity ensures that new dwellings are to be 
designed to meet these needs using the Lifetime Homes Standard or other similar design 
standards as appropriate. 

SO4 4.1 

++ 

The Plan’s strategic policies identify an intention for OAN to be met within the Plan period, and this 
level of growth is supported by a Housing Spatial Distribution that enables the benefits of growth to 
be realised within a wider range of settlements within strategic transport corridors. This reflects 
where people live. Additionally, the local housing policies ensure that the housing needs of a wide 
variety of demographics can be met, including a 35% affordable housing requirement on 
developments of a qualifying size in both urban and rural areas. This ensures significant positive 
effects on ensuring that the housing needs of the whole community are met. 

4.2 

+ 

The Plan’s strategic policies identify an intention for OAN to be met within the Plan period, and this 
level of growth is supported by a Housing Spatial Distribution that enables the benefits of growth to 
be realised within a wider range of settlements within strategic transport corridors. This reflects 
where people live. Additionally, the local housing policies ensure that the housing needs of a wide 
variety of demographics can be met, including a 35% affordable housing requirement on 
developments of a qualifying size in both urban and rural areas. This ensures positive effects on 
ensuring that homelessness can be reduced in some instances. 
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Commentary  

4.3 

++ 

The Plan’s strategic policies identify an intention for OAN to be met within the Plan period, and this 
level of growth is supported by a Housing Spatial Distribution that enables the benefits of growth to 
be realised within a wider range of settlements within strategic transport corridors. This reflects 
where people live. Additionally, the local housing policies ensure that the housing needs of a wide 
variety of demographics can be met, including a 35% affordable housing requirement on 
developments of a qualifying size in both urban and rural areas. This ensures significant positive 
effects on ensuring that the housing needs of the whole community are met. 

4.4 

+ 

The Plan’s local housing policies will ensure cumulative positive effects in regard to reducing the 
number of unfit homes. This includes unrestrictive policies regarding residential annexes, 
conversions and extensions. Effects are not significant however in light of the Plan’s environmental 
policies, which may hinder the suitability of some schemes, for instance alterations or ancillary 
development to listed buildings may not always be suitable. 

4.5 

++ 

The Plan’s strategic policies identify an intention for OAN to be met within the Plan period, and this 
level of growth is supported by a Housing Spatial Distribution that enables the benefits of growth to 
be realised within a wider range of settlements within strategic transport corridors. This reflects 
where people live. Additionally, the local housing policies ensure that the housing needs of a wide 
variety of demographics can be met, including a 35% affordable housing requirement on 
developments of a qualifying size in both urban and rural areas. This ensures significant positive 
effects on ensuring that the housing needs of the whole community are met. 

4.6 

++ 

The Plan’s Housing policies will have significantly positive cumulative impacts on social inclusion 
in regard to ensuring that the delivery of housing for special needs and an ageing population is 
forthcoming through the Plan period. This is ensured in a variety of ways, both directly (through 
Policy LP06 – Supported and Special needs Housing) and also indirectly (through unrestrictive 
policy regarding residential annexes as well as extensions and conversions that can meet these 
needs).  

SO5 5.1 

? 

Notionally, strategic Policy will have a small degree of positive effect on water related sustainability 
criteria through a managed approach to addressing resources and a plan-led approach to 
identifying required infrastructure. At the local level, Policy LP23 ensures that all residential 
developments are encouraged to achieve 100 litres per person per day. This is in addition to 
criteria 1.c in accordance with a recommendation from Anglia Water. Uncertainty cumulative 
effects exist however in regard to water resource capacity, which may need further investigation 
through phasing growth with water recycling infrastructure improvements. There are capacity 
issues at Stowmarket Water Recycling Centre. Recent data suggests the Water Recycling Centre 
(WRC) is at 90% of its permitted capacity, so there is limited room to take on any additional growth 
and development. In addition, there are also capacity issues at Hadleigh WRC which is at 95% of 
its permitted capacity. Anglian Water have indicated that for these assets, the available capacity is 
taken up at the Water Recycling Centre and that upgrade to the works may be required that may 
involve seeking consent from the Environment Agency for an increase in discharge of final effluent. 

5.2 

N/A 

It is possible that the Policies, in promoting a variety of different land uses, could have a negative 
effect on water quality, dependent on specific locations. Cumulatively however, neutral effects can 
be expected due to the inclusion and stance of Policy LP17 and also Policy LP26 which is 
designed to avoid flood risk and as such, is compatible with the conservation and enhancement of 
water quality and resources. 

5.3 

N/A 

It is possible that the Policies, in promoting a variety of different land uses, could have a negative 
effect on water quality, dependent on specific locations. Cumulatively however, neutral effects can 
be expected due to the inclusion and stance of Policy LP17 and also Policy LP26 which is 
designed to avoid flood risk and as such, is compatible with the conservation and enhancement of 
water quality and resources. 

5.4 

N/A 

It is possible that the Policies, in promoting a variety of different land uses, could have a negative 
effect on water quality, dependent on specific locations. Cumulatively however, neutral effects can 
be expected due to the inclusion and stance of Policy LP17 and also Policy LP26 which is 
designed to avoid flood risk and as such, is compatible with the conservation and enhancement of 
water quality and resources. 
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5.5 

? 

Notionally, strategic Policy will have a small degree of positive effect on water related sustainability 
criteria through a managed approach to addressing resources and a plan-led approach to 
identifying required infrastructure. At the local level, Policy LP23 ensures that all residential 
developments are encouraged to achieve 100 litres per person per day. This is in addition to 
criteria 1.c in accordance with a recommendation from Anglia Water. Uncertainty cumulative 
effects exist however in regard to water resource capacity, which may need further investigation 
through phasing growth with water recycling infrastructure improvements. There are capacity 
issues at Stowmarket Water Recycling Centre. Recent data suggests the Water Recycling Centre 
(WRC) is at 90% of its permitted capacity, so there is limited room to take on any additional growth 
and development. In addition, there are also capacity issues at Hadleigh WRC which is at 95% of 
its permitted capacity. Anglian Water have indicated that for these assets, the available capacity is 
taken up at the Water Recycling Centre and that upgrade to the works may be required that may 
involve seeking consent from the Environment Agency for an increase in discharge of final effluent. 

5.6 

? 

Notionally, strategic Policy will have a small degree of positive effect on water related sustainability 
criteria through a managed approach to addressing resources and a plan-led approach to 
identifying required infrastructure. At the local level, Policy LP23 ensures that all residential 
developments are encouraged to achieve 100 litres per person per day. This is in addition to 
criteria 1.c in accordance with a recommendation from Anglia Water. Uncertainty cumulative 
effects exist however in regard to water resource capacity, which may need further investigation 
through phasing growth with water recycling infrastructure improvements. There are capacity 
issues at Stowmarket Water Recycling Centre. Recent data suggests the Water Recycling Centre 
(WRC) is at 90% of its permitted capacity, so there is limited room to take on any additional growth 
and development. In addition, there are also capacity issues at Hadleigh WRC which is at 95% of 
its permitted capacity. Anglian Water have indicated that for these assets, the available capacity is 
taken up at the Water Recycling Centre and that upgrade to the works may be required that may 
involve seeking consent from the Environment Agency for an increase in discharge of final effluent. 

5.7 

? 

Notionally, strategic Policy will have a small degree of positive effect on water related sustainability 
criteria through a managed approach to addressing resources and a plan-led approach to 
identifying required infrastructure. At the local level, Policy LP23 ensures that all residential 
developments are encouraged to achieve 100 litres per person per day. This is in addition to 
criteria 1.c in accordance with a recommendation from Anglia Water. Uncertainty cumulative 
effects exist however in regard to water resource capacity, which may need further investigation 
through phasing growth with water recycling infrastructure improvements. There are capacity 
issues at Stowmarket Water Recycling Centre. Recent data suggests the Water Recycling Centre 
(WRC) is at 90% of its permitted capacity, so there is limited room to take on any additional growth 
and development. In addition, there are also capacity issues at Hadleigh WRC which is at 95% of 
its permitted capacity. Anglian Water have indicated that for these assets, the available capacity is 
taken up at the Water Recycling Centre and that upgrade to the works may be required that may 
involve seeking consent from the Environment Agency for an increase in discharge of final effluent. 

5.8 
N/A 

The Plan includes a specific thematic policy regarding sustainable design and construction. There 
will be positive effects from the Plan overall, however no cumulative effects as no other effects 
have been identified from any other Plan policies. 

SO6 6.1 
+ 

The settlement hierarchy in conjunction with the Plan’s housing spatial distribution can be 
expected to ensure that effects on localised air quality is minimised by ensuring homes are located 
in close proximity to services and facilities. This is supported through local policies, such as LP29. 
There will therefore be positive cumulative effects on air quality. 

6.2 

+ 

Policy LP16 seeks to prevent/reduce all forms of possible pollution stating that the Policy will seek 
to ‘prevent, or where not practicable, reduce all forms of possible pollution including, but not limited 
to; air, land, ground and surface water, odour, noise, light and any other general amenity.’  Policy 
LP24 requires new development to protect the health and amenity of occupiers and surrounding 
uses by avoiding development that is overlooking, overbearing, results in a loss of daylight, and/or 
unacceptable levels of light pollution, noise, vibration, odour, emissions and dust; including any 
other amenity issues. This will ensure minor positive cumulative effects. 

6.3 
N/A 

Policy LP30 aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable and active transport” and sets out a 
hierarchy to reduce dependence on private vehicles.  It also has a section (3h) on electric charging 
points. This policy therefore aims to reduce air, noise and odour concerns (including in AQMAs) 
associated with motor transport and ensures positive effects. No cumulative effects are raised, as 
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no other impacts have been identified in the assessment of the Policies. 

6.4 
N/A 

The Plan includes a specific thematic policy regarding sustainable design and construction. There 
will be positive effects from the Plan overall, however no cumulative effects as no other effects 
have been identified from any other Plan policies. 

SO7 7.1 

+ 

It is inevitable that the Plan’s housing needs and spatial distribution will ensure that greenfield land 
is developed, however with a focus on existing settlement expansion. Cumulatively, the Plan’s 
policies seek to ensure that only minimal unplanned growth would be forthcoming in the 
countryside to meet small and identified needs, such as rural exception sites and those related to 
small clusters near settlement boundaries. Cumulative effects are therefore positive. 

7.2 

N/A 

Policy LP16 also has provisions to minimise the loss of the best and most versatile agricultural 
land and to prioritise development on previously developed land where appropriate. It will similarly 
minimise the loss of open countryside to development where this land has a designation, potential 
designation, or where it forms a buffer zone to protect designated sites. No other policies seek to 
address directing development away from such areas ensuring that there are no cumulative 
effects. 

7.3 
++ 

The Plan’s Policies actively share a common theme in prioritising growth to brownfield where 
appropriate. There will be significantly positive cumulative effects on making the best use of land in 
the Districts. 

7.4 

N/A 

Policy LP16 also has provisions to minimise the loss of the best and most versatile agricultural 
land and to prioritise development on previously developed land. It will similarly minimise the loss 
of open countryside to development where this land has a designation, potential designation, or 
where it forms a buffer zone to protect designated sites. No other policies seek to address 
directing development away from such areas ensuring that there are no cumulative effects. 

7.5 
N/A 

The Policies do not actively seek to direct development away from Minerals Safeguarding Zones, 
which are designated by Suffolk County Council as the Minerals Planning Authority as 
representing areas where potentially good quality minerals are located. There will be no 
cumulative effects. 

SO8 8.1 

N/A 

Policy SP10 will have a small degree of positive effect on reducing residential and commercial & 
industrial waste generated through encouraging and supporting new development that reduces 
waste and reduces/re-uses existing resources. Impacts are not considered significant from this 
Policy in isolation. No other Plan policies are assessed as having any significant effects in this 
regard and so cumulative impacts are not identifiable. 

8.2 

N/A 

Policy SP10 will have a small degree of positive effect on reducing residential and commercial & 
industrial waste generated through encouraging and supporting new development that reduces 
waste and reduces/re-uses existing resources. Impacts are not considered significant from this 
Policy in isolation. No other Plan policies are assessed as having any significant effects in this 
regard and so cumulative impacts are not identifiable. 

8.3 

N/A 

Policy SP10 will have a small degree of positive effect on reducing residential and commercial & 
industrial waste generated through encouraging and supporting new development that reduces 
waste and reduces/re-uses existing resources. Impacts are not considered significant from this 
Policy in isolation. No other Plan policies are assessed as having any significant effects in this 
regard and so cumulative impacts are not identifiable. 

8.4 
N/A 

The Plan includes a specific thematic policy regarding sustainable design and construction. There 
will be positive effects from the Plan overall, however no cumulative effects as no other effects 
have been identified from any other Plan policies. 

SO9 9.1 

++ 

Although the Plan area is faced with high levels of housing needs, Policy SP10 of the Plan’s 
strategic policies seeks to encourage and support innovative and proactive approaches to design 
and opportunities to deliver decentralised energy systems powered by a renewable or low carbon 
source and associated infrastructure, including community-led initiatives. This is supported by local 
policies regarding Sustainable Construction and Design; Design and Residential Amenity; and 
Alternative Energy Sources, Storage and Distribution. All of these policies together with those 
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related to sustainable transport, ensure significant cumulative effects on ensuring that emissions 
can be reduced per head. 

9.2 

++ 

Although the Plan area is faced with high levels of housing needs, Policy SP10 of the Plan’s 
strategic policies seeks to encourage and support innovative and proactive approaches to design 
and opportunities to deliver decentralised energy systems powered by a renewable or low carbon 
source and associated infrastructure, including community-led initiatives. This is supported by local 
policies regarding Sustainable Construction and Design; Design and Residential Amenity; and 
Alternative Energy Sources, Storage and Distribution. All of these policies ensure renewables are 
a viable source of energy generation in the Districts. 

9.3 N/A No strategic proposals are identified in the Plan for renewable energy generation in the Plan area. 
There will be no cumulative effects as a result. 

9.4 

++ 

Policy SP10 of the Plan’s strategic policies seeks to encourage and support innovative and 
proactive approaches to design and opportunities to deliver decentralised energy systems 
powered by a renewable or low carbon source and associated infrastructure, including community-
led initiatives. This is supported by local policies regarding Sustainable Construction and Design; 
Design and Residential Amenity; and Alternative Energy Sources, Storage and Distribution. All of 
these policies ensure that homes can be highly energy efficient. 

SO10 10.1 

++ 

Policy SP10 seeks to minimise the risk of flooding through requiring a sequential risk-based 
approach taking into account future-proofing measures for impacts of climate change from major 
developments. Policy LP26 supports this stance at the local level and applicable to smaller 
schemes, ensuring significant positive effects on minimising flood risk. 

10.2 

++ 

Policy SP10 seeks to minimise the risk of flooding through requiring a sequential risk-based 
approach taking into account future-proofing measures for impacts of climate change from major 
developments. Policy LP26 supports this stance at the local level and applicable to smaller 
schemes, ensuring significant positive effects on minimising flood risk. 

10.3 N/A The Plan’s policies do not actively seek to minimise the risk of estuarine erosion at the Policy level.  

10.4 

++ 

Policy SP10 seeks to minimise the risk of flooding through requiring a sequential risk-based 
approach taking into account future-proofing measures for impacts of climate change from major 
developments. Policy LP26 supports this stance at the local level and applicable to smaller 
schemes, ensuring significant positive effects on minimising flood risk. 

10.5 
N/A 

The Plan includes a specific thematic policy regarding sustainable design and construction. There 
will be positive effects from the Plan overall, however no cumulative effects as no other effects 
have been identified from any other Plan policies. 

10.6 
? 

The Plan does not specifically include any requirements for development to ensure that buildings 
and public open spaces are designed to respond to winter and summer temperatures. Uncertain 
effects are highlighted cumulatively in response to the Plan’s level of growth. 

10.7 

++ 

Policy SP10 seeks to minimise the risk of flooding through requiring a sequential risk-based 
approach taking into account future-proofing measures for impacts of climate change from major 
developments. Policy LP26 supports this stance at the local level and applicable to smaller 
schemes, ensuring significant positive effects on minimising flood risk including the incorporation 
of SuDS. 

SO11 11.1 

+ 

The Plan’s infrastructure policies, both strategic and local ensure that effects on Habitats Sites 
from recreational pressure can be mitigated. Recreational pressure is identified as a potential 
source of harm to Habitats Sites in and around the Plan area. The provision of new open space 
can alleviate pressure on Habitats Sites by redirecting recreational uses away from them. There 
will be positive effects as a result of Policy LP28 and significant cumulative effects are possible in 
accumulation with the Suffolk Coast RAMS. Cumulative positive effects are therefore highlighted in 
regard to recreational pressure. 
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11.2 

+ 

The Plan’s policies generally seek to ensure neutral effects cumulatively in regard to protecting 
nature conservation designations. The Plan seeks to direct growth away from such areas; however 
the level of growth could lead to increased visitor pressure on their condition. Policy LP17 seeks to 
protect and enhance biodiversity and states that development proposals will be supported where: 
“They maintain and contribute to the enhancement of biodiversity and geological conservation 
interests including Priority habitats and species. Enhancement for biodiversity should be 
commensurate with the scale of development. For example, such enhancement could include 
watercourse improvements to benefit biodiversity and improve water quality, habitat creation, 
wildlife links (including as part of green or blue infrastructure) and building design which creates 
wildlife habitat (e.g. green roofs, hedgehog friendly fencing, bird, insect and/or bat boxes) relevant 
to local conservation priorities.” Cumulatively, the effects of the Plan’s policies are positive. 

11.3 

+ 

The Plan’s policies generally seek to ensure neutral effects cumulatively in regard to protecting 
nature conservation designations. The Plan seeks to direct growth away from such areas; however 
the level of growth could lead to increased visitor pressure on their condition. Policy LP17 seeks to 
protect and enhance biodiversity and states that development proposals will be supported where: 
“They maintain and contribute to the enhancement of biodiversity and geological conservation 
interests including Priority habitats and species. Enhancement for biodiversity should be 
commensurate with the scale of development. For example, such enhancement could include 
watercourse improvements to benefit biodiversity and improve water quality, habitat creation, 
wildlife links (including as part of green or blue infrastructure) and building design which creates 
wildlife habitat (e.g. green roofs, hedgehog friendly fencing, bird, insect and/or bat boxes) relevant 
to local conservation priorities.” Cumulatively, the effects of the Plan’s policies are positive. 

11.4 

+ 

The Plan’s policies generally seek to ensure neutral effects cumulatively in regard to protecting 
nature conservation designations. The Plan seeks to direct growth away from such areas; however 
the level of growth could lead to increased visitor pressure on their condition. Policy LP17 seeks to 
protect and enhance biodiversity and states that development proposals will be supported where: 
“They maintain and contribute to the enhancement of biodiversity and geological conservation 
interests including Priority habitats and species. Enhancement for biodiversity should be 
commensurate with the scale of development. For example, such enhancement could include 
watercourse improvements to benefit biodiversity and improve water quality, habitat creation, 
wildlife links (including as part of green or blue infrastructure) and building design which creates 
wildlife habitat (e.g. green roofs, hedgehog friendly fencing, bird, insect and/or bat boxes) relevant 
to local conservation priorities.” Cumulatively, the effects of the Plan’s policies are positive. 

11.5 

+ 

The Plan’s policies generally seek to ensure neutral effects cumulatively in regard to protecting 
nature conservation designations. The Plan seeks to direct growth away from such areas; however 
the level of growth could lead to increased visitor pressure on their condition. Policy LP17 seeks to 
protect and enhance biodiversity and states that development proposals will be supported where: 
“They maintain and contribute to the enhancement of biodiversity and geological conservation 
interests including Priority habitats and species. Enhancement for biodiversity should be 
commensurate with the scale of development. For example, such enhancement could include 
watercourse improvements to benefit biodiversity and improve water quality, habitat creation, 
wildlife links (including as part of green or blue infrastructure) and building design which creates 
wildlife habitat (e.g. green roofs, hedgehog friendly fencing, bird, insect and/or bat boxes) relevant 
to local conservation priorities.” Cumulatively, the effects of the Plan’s policies are positive. 

11.6 

+ 

The Plan’s policies generally seek to ensure neutral effects cumulatively in regard to protecting 
nature conservation designations. The Plan seeks to direct growth away from such areas; however 
the level of growth could lead to increased visitor pressure on their condition. Policy LP17 seeks to 
protect and enhance biodiversity and states that development proposals will be supported where: 
“They maintain and contribute to the enhancement of biodiversity and geological conservation 
interests including Priority habitats and species. Enhancement for biodiversity should be 
commensurate with the scale of development. For example, such enhancement could include 
watercourse improvements to benefit biodiversity and improve water quality, habitat creation, 
wildlife links (including as part of green or blue infrastructure) and building design which creates 
wildlife habitat (e.g. green roofs, hedgehog friendly fencing, bird, insect and/or bat boxes) relevant 
to local conservation priorities.” Cumulatively, the effects of the Plan’s policies are positive. 

11.7 + The Plan’s policies generally seek to ensure neutral effects cumulatively in regard to protecting 
nature conservation designations. The Plan seeks to direct growth away from such areas; however 
the level of growth could lead to increased visitor pressure on their condition. Policy LP17 seeks to 
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protect and enhance biodiversity and states that development proposals will be supported where: 
“They maintain and contribute to the enhancement of biodiversity and geological conservation 
interests including Priority habitats and species. Enhancement for biodiversity should be 
commensurate with the scale of development. For example, such enhancement could include 
watercourse improvements to benefit biodiversity and improve water quality, habitat creation, 
wildlife links (including as part of green or blue infrastructure) and building design which creates 
wildlife habitat (e.g. green roofs, hedgehog friendly fencing, bird, insect and/or bat boxes) relevant 
to local conservation priorities.” Cumulatively, the effects of the Plan’s policies are positive. 

11.8 

+ 

The Plan’s policies generally seek to ensure neutral effects cumulatively in regard to protecting 
nature conservation designations. The Plan seeks to direct growth away from such areas; however 
the level of growth could lead to increased visitor pressure on their condition. Policy LP17 seeks to 
protect and enhance biodiversity and states that development proposals will be supported where: 
“They maintain and contribute to the enhancement of biodiversity and geological conservation 
interests including Priority habitats and species. Enhancement for biodiversity should be 
commensurate with the scale of development. For example, such enhancement could include 
watercourse improvements to benefit biodiversity and improve water quality, habitat creation, 
wildlife links (including as part of green or blue infrastructure) and building design which creates 
wildlife habitat (e.g. green roofs, hedgehog friendly fencing, bird, insect and/or bat boxes) relevant 
to local conservation priorities.” Cumulatively, the effects of the Plan’s policies are positive. 

11.9 

+ 

The Plan’s policies generally seek to ensure neutral effects cumulatively in regard to protecting 
nature conservation designations. The Plan seeks to direct growth away from such areas; however 
the level of growth could lead to increased visitor pressure on their condition. Policy LP17 seeks to 
protect and enhance biodiversity and states that development proposals will be supported where: 
“They maintain and contribute to the enhancement of biodiversity and geological conservation 
interests including Priority habitats and species. Enhancement for biodiversity should be 
commensurate with the scale of development. For example, such enhancement could include 
watercourse improvements to benefit biodiversity and improve water quality, habitat creation, 
wildlife links (including as part of green or blue infrastructure) and building design which creates 
wildlife habitat (e.g. green roofs, hedgehog friendly fencing, bird, insect and/or bat boxes) relevant 
to local conservation priorities.” Cumulatively, the effects of the Plan’s policies are positive. 

SO12 12.1 

? 

Policy LP20 requires that all designated and non-designated heritage assets must be preserved, 
enhanced or conserved in accordance with statutory tests and their significance. The Policy also 
includes support for re-use/redevelopment of heritage assets, including buildings at risk, which 
may reduce the amount of derelict, degraded and underused land and may also enhance the 
viability and vitality of the Districts’ historic centres. Despite this, the level of growth directed to the 
Plan area’s historic settlements, coupled with a strong focus on the tourism potential of such 
areas, leads to uncertain effects generally on the historic environment cumulatively. 

12.2 

? 

Policy LP20 requires that all designated and non-designated heritage assets must be preserved, 
enhanced or conserved in accordance with statutory tests and their significance. The Policy also 
includes support for re-use/redevelopment of heritage assets, including buildings at risk, which 
may reduce the amount of derelict, degraded and underused land and may also enhance the 
viability and vitality of the Districts’ historic centres. Despite this, the level of growth directed to the 
Plan area’s historic settlements, coupled with a strong focus on the tourism potential of such 
areas, leads to uncertain effects generally on the historic environment cumulatively. 

12.3 

? 

Policy LP20 requires that all designated and non-designated heritage assets must be preserved, 
enhanced or conserved in accordance with statutory tests and their significance. The Policy also 
includes support for re-use/redevelopment of heritage assets, including buildings at risk, which 
may reduce the amount of derelict, degraded and underused land and may also enhance the 
viability and vitality of the Districts’ historic centres. Despite this, the level of growth directed to the 
Plan area’s historic settlements, coupled with a strong focus on the tourism potential of such 
areas, leads to uncertain effects generally on the historic environment cumulatively. 

SO13 13.1 

+ 

The Plan Policies have a strong focus on protecting the Plan area’s AONBs. Although there is a 
similar focus on ensuring the tourism potential of these designations is realised, Policy SP07 also 
ensures that tourism development must be compatible with the management of the AoNBs and 
seek to protect and enhance it. The Policy, although supportive of tourism development in principle 
is suitably precautionary in regard to the scale, character and nature of the locality. Cumulatively, 
there will be positive effects on protecting and enhancing the AONBs. 
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13.2 
++ 

The Plan’s Policies actively share a common theme in directing growth to the most appropriate 
land in the first instance for multiple types of development. There will be significantly positive 
cumulative effects on making the best use of land in the Districts. 

13.3 

+ 

The Policies share a common theme in seeking to protect important landscapes and landscape 
features in their own right and also from the potential harm of development. This is true of strategic 
and local environment policies, and as a result, effects on landscapes are identified as 
cumulatively positive. However it should be acknowledged that the pressures on landscapes, as 
Greenfield land, is significant as a resulting of OAN and supporting development needs and to that 
extent significant positive effects are not identified. 

SO14 14.1 

++ 

The Plan policies do not identify net additional new employment land for allocation, instead they 
reflect the evidence of the Lichfields Sector Needs Assessment (2018), which forecasts that 
existing supply is sufficient to meet baseline objectively assessed need over the plan period. The 
Plan Policies focus on safeguarding and improving existing businesses, allowing them to grow in 
response to market sector conditions and set policy parameters that ensure the deliverability of 
any forthcoming schemes. This sets the best possible environment to promote growth in key 
sectors through an approach of safeguarding strategic employment sites and EZs and supporting 
growth / expansion on strategic employment sites and in transport corridors. Cumulative impacts 
on business development are therefore significantly positive. 

14.2 

++ 

The Plan policies do not identify net additional new employment land for allocation, instead they 
reflect the evidence of the Lichfields Sector Needs Assessment (2018), which forecasts that 
existing supply is sufficient to meet baseline objectively assessed need over the plan period. The 
Plan Policies focus on safeguarding and improving existing businesses, allowing them to grow in 
response to market sector conditions and set policy parameters that ensure the deliverability of 
any forthcoming schemes. This sets the best possible environment to promote growth in key 
sectors through an approach of safeguarding strategic employment sites and EZs and supporting 
growth / expansion on strategic employment sites and in transport corridors. Cumulative impacts 
on business resilience are therefore significantly positive. 

14.3 

++ 

The Plan’s policies seek to promote employment development across a range of sectors, 
additionally acknowledging the role that tourism, energy and healthcare play in providing jobs 
within the Districts and a need for opportunities for indigenous business development in both urban 
and rural areas.  

14.4 

++ 

The Plan’s policies can be seen to have a significant positive effect on ensuring rural and urban 
poverty is addressed across a wide range of themes, including barriers to services, access to 
employment and ensuring a range of homes to meet the needs of various demographics. Although 
detailed effects are more appropriately identified at the local level, the Plan’s Housing Spatial 
Distribution and policies surrounding new employment growth can be considered wide reaching to 
a large amount of settlements within the settlement hierarchy, enabling poverty to be addressed.  

14.5 

++ 

The Plan’s policies seek to promote employment development across a range of sectors, 
additionally acknowledging the role that tourism, energy and healthcare play in providing jobs 
within the Districts and a need for opportunities for indigenous business development in both urban 
and rural areas.  

14.6 

++ 

The Plan’s economy policies will help to achieve sustainable levels of prosperity and economic 
growth throughout the Plan area, cumulatively with other policies in the JLP.  The impact of the 
policies in improving competitiveness by providing more opportunities for small scale/independent 
businesses is positive. Further, the policies can be expected to improve the resilience of business 
and the economy, promote growth in key sectors, encourage rural diversification and also 
encourage inward investment. 

14.7 

++ 

The Plan’s economy policies will help to achieve sustainable levels of prosperity and economic 
growth throughout the Plan area, cumulatively with other policies in the JLP.  The impact of the 
policies in improving competitiveness by providing more opportunities for small scale/independent 
businesses is positive. Further, the policies can be expected to improve the resilience of business 
and the economy, promote growth in key sectors, encourage rural diversification and also 
encourage inward investment. 
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14.8 
N/A 

The Plan does not allocate any land for employment purposes within the Districts. Plan evidence 
suggests that, in quantitative terms, there is considered to be sufficient existing identified land to 
meet baseline objectively assessed need over the plan period. 

14.9 
+ 

The Plan’s Housing Spatial Distribution, in accumulation with the methodology in the settlement 
hierarchy, can ensure that there are positive effects on ensuring access to services and facilities 
including food stores and shops for social enterprises. New provision can be ensured primarily 
through Policy LP29 –Services and Facilities Within the Community – Provision / Retention. 

14.10 

N/A 

The Plan policies do not make specific mention to including managed and affordable workspace 
for local business as part of new development proposals. Plan evidence suggests that, in 
quantitative terms, there is considered to be sufficient existing identified land to meet baseline 
objectively assessed need over the plan period. There will be no cumulative effect resulting from 
the policies. 

SO15 15.1 

++ 

The Plan’s Policies can be expected to cumulatively increase the range of employment 
opportunities within towns by improving premises options and the quality of premises, including a 
support for their expansion subject to demand and take up rates. Policy seeks to direct retail and 
leisure uses to town / district centres and does not support out of centre retail and leisure 
development. This is particularly ensured through Policy SP06 – Retail and Leisure and also local 
Policy LP13 – Retail and Town Centres. 

15.2 

+ 

In light of the above, the Plan’s policies can also be seen to have a minor cumulative effect on 
decreasing the number of vacant units in town centres. Effects are more indirect however, and are 
not significant due to the Plan’s acknowledgement of the need for a mix of uses in town centres. 
Policy in this regard does allow an element of residential and non-retail development, however 
retail floorspace percentage requirements are included within Policy.  

15.3 

++ 

The Plan’s Policies can be expected to cumulatively increase the range of employment 
opportunities within towns by improving premises options and the quality of premises, including a 
support for their expansion. Policy seeks to direct retail and leisure uses to town / district centres 
and does not support out of centre retail and leisure development. This is particularly ensured 
through Policy SP06 – Retail and Leisure and also local Policy LP13 – Retail and Town Centres. 
Policy allows for a mix of uses within town centres (subject to restrictions) which should ensure 
both an increased footfall and also benefits to both day and night economies. 

SO16 16.1 

+ 

The Plan policies do not identify net additional employment land for allocation, instead reflecting 
the evidence of the Lichfields Sector Needs Assessment (2018), which forecasts that existing 
supply is sufficient to meet baseline objectively assessed need over the plan period. Through 
safeguarding existing strategic employment land and also directing growth new employment 
development to align with the Housing Spatial Distribution, effects on minimising out-commuting 
are positive. 

16.2 

+ 

The Plan’s Housing Spatial Distribution, in accumulation with the methodology in the settlement 
hierarchy, can ensure that there are positive effects on ensuring access to jobs, services and 
facilities in walking / cycling distances. Specific policy also exists within the Plan that ensures 
sustainable transport improvements, which are further supported by infrastructure policies. The 
Plan’s site approach demonstrates that the broad sustainability of existing settlements has been a 
significant consideration in the selection of sites and the direction of growth-. Despite this, 
cumulatively significant positive effects are not predicted as the Plan directs growth to the Plan 
area’s strategic transport corridors, which may lead to private vehicle use being more attractive 
than public transport, walking and cycling.  

16.3 

+ 

The Plan’s Housing Spatial Distribution, in accumulation with the methodology in the settlement 
hierarchy, can ensure that there are positive effects on ensuring access to jobs, services and 
facilities in walking / cycling distances. Specific policy also exists within the Plan that ensures 
sustainable transport improvements, which are further supported by infrastructure policies. The 
Plan’s site selection approach demonstrates that the broad sustainability of existing settlements 
has been a significant consideration in the selection of sites and the direction of growth. Despite 
this, cumulatively significant positive effects are not predicted as the Plan directs growth to the 
Plan area’s strategic transport corridors, which may lead to private vehicle use being more 
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attractive than public transport, walking and cycling.  

16.4 

? 

The Plan’s policies do not address any need to increase the proportion of freight transported by rail 
or other sustainable modes. The potential for positive effects has been identified for Policy SP08 
through ensuring that both highways improvements and sustainable modes are promoted and 
made viable through the necessary infrastructure improvements; however it is unknown at this 
stage whether this would increase the proportion of freight transported by rail or other sustainable 
modes. 
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7. The Plan’s Housing and Mixed-Use 
Allocations 

7.1 Introduction  

This section explores the sustainability of those sites identified for allocation within the Plan. The Plan has 
been through a process of identifying and assessing sites, starting with the Districts’ call-for-sites exercise 
and exploration through a Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (SHELAA).  

Throughout this section, preferred sites are assessed to the same level of detail for their potential allocation 
within the Plan. A thorough assessment of the sites is included within Annexes F-H.  

This section includes the ‘policy off’ appraisal of the site allocations, and also the ‘policy on’ appraisal of the 
Plan’s site allocation policies as included within the ‘Non-Strategic Place and Allocations Policies’ section of 
the JLP. 

7.2 The B&MSDC Local Plan call-for-sites exercise and SHELAA 

The Councils invited any interested parties to submit sites for consideration to be allocated for all land uses, 
including those for housing, employment and Gypsy and Traveller allocation.  

The call-for-sites process formed the basis for exploring land availability in the District for allocation in the 
Plan. The availability, achievability and suitability of each submitted site for housing was explored in a 
SHELAA, as required by LPAs in the preparation of a Local Plan within the NPPF.  

The allocated sites have also been extensively assessed alongside each other and to the same level of 
detail in Annexes F-H. This has been carried out as part of the Sustainability Appraisal, in order to seek 
suitable alternatives and provide recommendations on the potential constraints found on sites.  

7.2.1 Suitability  

The suitability of each site has been assessed by considering its location against various factors.  This is a 
factual assessment; the suitability of a site is influenced by national planning policy, local planning policy 
(where policy is up to date and consistent with the NPPF) and other factors including physical constraints 
affecting the site, the impacts of the development of the site, the market attractiveness of the sites proposed 
use and location and the impacts on amenity and environment of neighbouring areas. 

7.2.2 Availability 

A site will be considered available where the landowner/promoter has expressed an intention to develop or 
sell the site for development and there are no known legal constraints. 

For a site to be deliverable there must be confirmation from the landowner/promoter that the site could 
become available for development in 0-5 years. Where no indication has been provided in terms of timescale 
for development, the site will be considered developable in the longer term, subject to satisfactory 
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assessment against the suitability and achievability criteria. 

7.2.3 Achievability 

A site is considered achievable when, in line with the National Planning Practice Guidance, there is a 
reasonable prospect that the site can be developed at a particular point in time. There should also be a 
judgement about the viability of the site which will be influenced by, market attractiveness, its location in 
respect of property markets and any known likely abnormal costs associated with the site. 

7.3 Sites excluded from inclusion within the SA 

A number of sites have been excluded from the SA process for several of reasons. Planning Advisory 
Service (PAS) guidance states that,  

 ‘Potential sites – identified for example through a SHLAA – should be progressively filtered 
until a 'short list' of reasonable sites options is generated. In filtering sites, you can use three 
broad sets of criteria. If sites don't satisfy these criteria they aren't 'reasonable' alternatives 
and should be discounted. 

 

  - Exclusionary criteria – e.g. flood risk areas, areas of outstanding natural beauty 
(AONB) and green belt (taking into account Section 9 of the NPPF (paras 79-92)) 
and areas outside the pattern of development set out in the strategy. 

- Discretionary criteria – e.g. relating to public rights of way, agricultural land, local 
nature conservation designations etc. which might not lead to the exclusion of a site 
but would be important from a sustainability perspective and should influence the 
decision as to whether or not a site is taken forward (and, if it is, the conditions that 
might be attached to any development). 

- Deliverability criteria – e.g. land ownership, access, planning history, viability, size 
etc. all of which may have a bearing on whether or not the site is deliverable as a 
location for development.’ 

  

 These criteria should reflect the issues / topics / objectives used as the basis for the SA; this 
will obviate the need to undertake a separate and resource-intensive SA of the sites.’ 

 

These reasons amount to, within this SA: 

• Within Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Special Protection Areas (SPA) and Ramsar 
sites (including potential SPAs, possible SACs and proposed Ramsar sites) or within Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), National Nature Reserves and Ancient Woodland. European 
and national legislation and the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) prohibit 
development affecting these sites and development within the designation is likely to result in 
direct loss (in accordance with the SHELAA). 

• Sites where 50% or more of the area lays within Environment Agency identified Flood Zones 2 
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or 3 (in accordance with the SHELAA). 

• Within the area of Scheduled Ancient Monuments (in accordance with the SHELAA). 

• On Statutory Allotments (in accordance with the SHELAA). 

• Within Locally Designated Green Spaces, including Designated Village Greens and Common 
Land. The yield or size of the site is too small to allocate in a strategic Plan (these sites can be 
considered more of a Development Management / Control matter).  

• Sites that have been identified as unachievable or undeliverable / undevelopable in the 
SHELAA. These cannot be considered reasonable options for allocation.  

7.4 The Plan’s Site Allocations 

7.4.1 Housing / Mixed-use 

Settlement Site Policy 

Acton LA045 

Bacton LA047 

LA046 

Barham LA002 

LA001 

Belstead LA005 

Bildeston LA048 

Botesdale & Ricklinghall LA050 

LA051 

LA049 

LA052 

Bramford LA006 

LA007 

Brantham LA053 

Capel St Mary LA055 

LA054 

Claydon LA003 

Copdock and Washbrook LA009 

LA008 

Debenham LA057 

LA056 

LA058 

East Bergholt LA059 

Table 9: The Plan’s Housing / Mixed-Use Site Allocations  
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Settlement Site Policy 

LA061 

LA060 

Elmswell LA066 

LA063 

LA064 

LA062 

LA065 

Eye LA022 

LA021 

LA020 

Great Blakenham LA010 

LA011 

Hadleigh LA028 

LA027 

Haughley LA067 

Holbrook LA068 

Lavenham LA069 

Leavenheath LA098 

Mendlesham LA073 

LA074 

Needham Market LA031 

LA030 

LA032 

Shotley LA075 

Sproughton LA014 

LA012 

LA013 

Stonham Aspal LA076 

Stowmarket LA033 

LA036 

LA037 

LA034 

LA038 

LA035 

Stowupland LA100 
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Settlement Site Policy 

LA077 

LA078 

LA079 

Stradbroke LA083 

LA081 

LA080 

LA082 

Sudbury LA039 

LA041 

LA040 

LA042 

Thurston LA089 

LA087 

LA090 

LA084 

LA088 

LA086 

LA085 

Walsham-le-Willows LA091 

LA092 

Wherstead LA016 

Whitton LA102 

Woolpit LA096 

LA095 

LA094 

LA093 

LA097 

The following tables outline a summary of the effects identified within the SA of the Plan’s site allocations. 
The detailed description of the effects identified for each site is included within Annexes F-H.  
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Table 10: Effects of the Plan’s Site Allocations (‘Policy-off’) 

Sustainability 
Criteria 

Site Allocation  
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1 
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00
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00
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01
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01
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01
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01
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0 
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02
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02
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03

0 
 

LA
03

1 
 

LA
03

2 
 

LA
03

3 
 

LA
03

4 
 

LA
03

5 
 

LA
03

6 

LA
03

7 
 

LA
03

8 
 

LA
04

0 

LA
04

1 
 

SO1 
 

1.1 0 0 + + 0 0 ? 0 ? 0 ? ? 0 0 ? + + +  N/A + 0 0 0 0 ? 0 0 0 0 

1.2 + + + 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 + + 0 0 0 N/A + + + 0 0 + + + 0 0 

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

2.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

2.3 + + + + + + + + + + ? + + + + + + + + N/A + + + + + + ? ? + + 

SO3 3.1 ? + - - - ? ? ? + ? ? ? ? - + + + + + N/A + + N/A - + + + + + + 

3.2 ? ? + + + + ? ? ? ? ? ? + + + ? + ? ? N/A ? ? N/A + ? ? ? ? + + 

SO4 4.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

4.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

4.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO5 5.1 ? ? ? ? ? ? + + + + + ? + ? ? + + ? + N/A + ? ? ? ? ? + + ? ? 

5.2 + ? - - ? - ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? - + ? ? ? N/A - ? ? ? ? ? ? ? - - 

SO6 6.1 + + + - + + + + + + + + - + + + + + + N/A + + + + + + + - + + 

6.2 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + N/A + + N/A + + + + + + + 

SO7 7.1 ? ? + - ? - ? - - + + ? - + ? + ? + + N/A ? - - ? ? ? + + + + 

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO9 9.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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Sustainability 
Criteria 

Site Allocation  
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SO10 10.1 + + + + + ? + + + + + + + - - + + - + N/A + + + + - - + - + + 

10.2 + + + + ? ? + + + + + + + ? + + + + + N/A + + + - - + + - + + 

SO11 11.1 ? ? + ? ? ? ? ? ? + ? ? + + + ? ? ? + N/A ? ? ? + + ? ? ? ? + 

11.2 + + + + + - + + + + + - + - + + + - + N/A + + - + + + + + + - 

11.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11.4 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + N/A + + + + + + + + + + 

SO12 12.1 + ? + + ? ? ? + + + ?  - ? ? - + - + N/A ? - + ? ? ? - + + ? 

SO13 13.1 ? ? ? + + + ? + ? + + + + + ? + ? + + N/A + + N/A + ? + + + N/A ? 

13.2 + + - + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + N/A + - + - + + + + + + 

13.3 - - - - - - - - - + - - ? - + + - + - N/A + + N/A - - - + + ? - 

13.4 - + + ? + - + + + + + + + + ? - - +  N/A ? + + + + + + + + + 

SO14 14.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 

14.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 

14.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 

SO15 15.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ? 0 0 

15.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ? 0 0 

15.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ? 0 0 

SO16 16.1 + + + + 0 + + + + 0 + + + + 0 + + + + N/A + + + + + + + + + + 
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Sustainability 
Criteria 

Site Allocation  
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Table 11: Effects of the Plan’s Site Allocations (‘Policy-off’) continued (1)… 

Sustainability 
Criteria 

Site Allocation  
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SO1 1.1  ? 0 0 0 0 ? N/A ? 0 0 0 0 0 0 ? N/A 0 0 0 0 ? 0 ? 0 ? 0 ? 0 ? 

1.2  + + + 0 0 + N/A 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 

SO2 2.1  N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

2.2  N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

2.3  + + + + + + N/A + + + + + + + + N/A + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

SO3 3.1  ? ? + ? ? + N/A + ? ? ? ? + + - N/A ? ? + ? + ? ? + ? ? + + ? 

3.2  ? ? ? ? ? + N/A ? + + ? ? + + - N/A + + + ? + ? ? + + ? + - + 

SO4 4.1  N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

4.2  N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

4.3  N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO5 5.1  + + + ? ? ? N/A + + + + ? ? ? ? N/A + + ? + + ? + ? + + ? ? + 

5.2  ? ? + ? - - N/A + ? + + + ? - - N/A + + - + ? - ? ? 0 ? ? ? + 

SO6 6.1  + + + + + + N/A - + - + + + + + N/A + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

6.2  + + + + + + N/A + + + + + + + + N/A + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

SO7 7.1  ? ? + + + + N/A + + ? - - + + + N/A - - + ? ? ? + + ? + ? + - 
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Sustainability 
Criteria 

Site Allocation  
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SO8 8.1  N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO9 9.1  N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO10 10.1  + + + + + + N/A + + + + + - + - N/A + + + + + + + + + + ? ? + 

10.2  + + + + + ? N/A + + + + + + + + N/A + + + + + + + + + + - + + 

SO11 11.1  ? ? ? ? ? ? N/A ? + ? ? ? + + + N/A ? ? ? ? ? ? ? + ? ? ? ? ? 

11.2  + + + + + - N/A + + - + + + + + N/A + + + + + + + + - + + + + 

11.3  N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11.4  + + + + + + N/A + + + + + + + + N/A + 0 + + + + + + - + + + + 

SO12 12.1  + + + ? 0 - N/A - ? ? + ? ? ? ? N/A ? + ? + ? ? ? ? ? + + ? ? 

SO13 13.1  ? + ? ? + + N/A ? + - + + - + ? N/A + ? + ? ? + ? ? + - + ? + 

13.2  + + + + + + N/A + + + + + + + + N/A + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

13.3  - ? + ? - ? N/A - - ? - ? - ? ? N/A - - ? - - - - ? - - ? ? ? 

13.4  + + - + + + N/A + + + + + + + + N/A + + ? + + + + + + + + + + 

SO14 14.1  0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

14.2  0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

14.3  0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Sustainability 
Criteria 

Site Allocation  
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SO15 15.1  0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

15.2  0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

15.3  0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

SO16 16.1  + 0 0 0 0 + N/A + + + 0 + + + 0 N/A + + + + + + + + 0 + + + - 

16.2  + + + + + + N/A + + - + + + + + N/A + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
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Table 12: Effects of the Plan’s Site Allocations (‘Policy-off’) continued (2)… 

Sustainability 
Criteria 

Site Allocation 
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SO1 1.1 ? ? ? 0 0 N/A 0 + 0 0 ? 0 ? 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ? 0 

1.2 0 0 0 0 + N/A 0 + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

2.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

2.3 + + + + + N/A + + + + + + + + + + ? + + + + + + + + 

SO3 3.1 ? ? + ? + N/A ? + ? + ? ? ? + ? + ? ? ? ? ? ? ? + + 

3.2 ? ? + ? ? N/A + + + + + + + + + + + ? ? ? + ? ? ? + 

SO4 4.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

4.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

4.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO5 5.1 ? + ? ? ? N/A ? ? + + + + + + + ? ? + ? + + + + ? + 

5.2 ? ? ? ? + N/A + + ? + ? ? ? ? ? + ? ? ? + ? ? ? ? ? 

SO6 6.1 + + - + + N/A + + + + + + + + + + + + + - + + + + + 

6.2 + + + + + N/A + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

SO7 7.1 + - + ? + N/A + + ? + + + ? - + + + ? + ? + + - ? + 
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Sustainability 
Criteria 

Site Allocation 
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09
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09
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09
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09
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09
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10

2 
 

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO9 9.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SO10 10.1 + + + + + N/A + + + ? + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

10.2 + + + + + N/A + ? + + + ? + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

SO11 11.1 ? ? + + ? N/A + ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? + ? ? ? 

11.2 + + + + + N/A + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

11.3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

11.4 + + + + + N/A + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

SO12 12.1 ? + ? + - N/A ? ? + ? + + + + + + + ? ? - + + + + ? 

SO13 13.1 + + + + + N/A + ? + + + + + + + ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? + N/A 

13.2 + + + + + N/A + + - + + + + - - + + + + + + + + + + 

13.3 ? - ? - - N/A - ? - - - - - - - - - ? ? ? ? ? ? - ? 

13.4 + + + - + N/A + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + N/A 

SO14 14.1 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 

14.2 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 

14.3 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 
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Sustainability 
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Site Allocation 
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SO15 15.1 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

15.2 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

15.3 0 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

SO16 16.1 + + + + + N/A + 0 + + + + + + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + 

16.2 + + + + + N/A + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
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7.5 The consideration of the Plan’s ‘Non-Strategic Place and 
Allocations Policies’ 

As briefly outlined earlier, the Plan’s site allocations all include a corresponding Policy within the Plan, 
Although the sites explored by the LPAs and assessed within this SA have been through a rigorous sieving 
exercise to ensure the most sustainable sites have been taken forward, it must be acknowledged that no site 
can be expected to be constraint free.  

The Plan’s non-strategic place and allocations policies focus on mitigating any potential effects on site, and 
maximising the sites’ benefits. The SA has assessed all the sites from a ‘policy-off- point of view, which 
identify the possibility of negative effects and the positive effects development would experience on site. This 
section explores whether the potential negative effects of the sites appraised are properly addressed within 
the criteria of the Plan’s place and allocation policies (a ‘policy-on’ appraisal). 

 

 

Site Allocation  
Address Negative / uncertain effects raised in 

SA of site (‘Policy-off’) 
Does the Site Policy address the 
effects raised in the SA of the site 
(‘Policy-on’) 

Policy LA001  

 

Land east of 

Norwich Road, 

Barham 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 3. 

• Within 20km of Natura 2000 

site.  

• Grade 2 & 4 agricultural land 

• Waste production 

• Social exclusion & access to 

jobs and services 

• Greenfield land 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Impacts on the historic 

environment 

• Landscape 

• Contamination 

• Ecological impacts 

• Transport infrastructure 

• Groundwater protection 

• Access to transport 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA002  

 

Land north of 

Church Lane, 

Barham 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 3. 

• Within 20km of Natura 2000 

site.  

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

Table 13: Assessment of the Plan’s ‘Non-Strategic Place and Allocations Policies’ 
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Site Allocation  
Address Negative / uncertain effects raised in 

SA of site (‘Policy-off’) 
Does the Site Policy address the 
effects raised in the SA of the site 
(‘Policy-on’) 

• Grade 2 & 4 agricultural land 

• Waste production 

• Social exclusion & access to 

jobs and services 

• Greenfield land 

• Impacts on the historic 

environment 

• Landscape 

• Contamination 

• Ecological impacts 

• Transport infrastructure 

• Groundwater protection 

• Access to transport 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA003  

 

Land south of 

Church Lane, 

Claydon 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 3. 

• Within 20km of Natura 2000 

site.  

• Grade 2 & 4 agricultural land 

• Waste production 

• Social exclusion & access to 

jobs and services 

• Greenfield land 

• Impacts on TPOs 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Impacts on the historic 

environment 

 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA005  6 Acre Field, 

Belstead 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Within 100m of the nearest 

water source. 

• Within 35m of the A14 

• Loss of Grade 2 Agricultural 

land 

• RAMS ZoI 

• A14 capacity issues 

• Waste production 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Historic environment 

• Agricultural land 

• Health 

• Education 

• Transport 

The site specific Policy however 

does not cover the following 

possible effects on site: 

• Proximity to water source 
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Site Allocation  
Address Negative / uncertain effects raised in 

SA of site (‘Policy-off’) 
Does the Site Policy address the 
effects raised in the SA of the site 
(‘Policy-on’) 

Recommendations: It is recommended that the Policy expand upon the ‘Health’ & ‘Transport’ criterion in order to further 

address the effects of traffic congestion and air quality. 

Policy LA006  

 

Land south of 

Fitzgerald Road, 

Bramford 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Within 100m of nearest water 

source. 

• Surface water flooding 

• Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

• Waste production 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Historic environment 

• PROW 

• Surface water flooding 

• Early-years teaching 

• Agricultural land 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy 

Policy LA007  

 

Land east of The 

Street, Bramford 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Within 100m of nearest water 

source. 

• Surface water flooding 

• Natural Environment 

Designation impacts 

• Waste production 

 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Historic environment 

• PROW 

• Surface water flooding 

• Early-years teaching 

• Natural Environment 

Designation impacts 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy 

Policy LA008  Land south east of 

Back Lane, 

Copdock and 

Washbrook 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Social exclusion and access 

to jobs. 

• Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

• Waste production 

• RAMS ZoI 

• Historic Environment 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Social exclusion and 

access to jobs. 

• Grade 2 & 3 agricultural 

land 
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Site Allocation  
Address Negative / uncertain effects raised in 

SA of site (‘Policy-off’) 
Does the Site Policy address the 
effects raised in the SA of the site 
(‘Policy-on’) 

• Waste production 

• RAMS ZoI 

• Historic Environment 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy 

Policy LA009  Land south west 

of London Road, 

Copdock and 

Washbrook 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Social exclusion and access 

to jobs 

• Grade 2 agricultural land 

• Waste production 

• RAMS ZoI 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Social exclusion and 

access to jobs 

• Grade 2 agricultural land 

• Waste production 

• RAMS ZOI 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy 

Policy LA010  Land south of 

Chalk Hill Lane 

and West of Hood 

Drive, Great 

Blakenham 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• PROW 

• School places 

• Grade 2 agricultural land 

• Waste production 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• PROW 

• School places 

• Grade 2 agricultural land 

• Waste production 

• Infrastructure 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy 

Policy LA011 

 

Land north of 

Gipping Road, 

Great Blakenham 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• School places 

• Social exclusion and access 

to jobs 

• Waste production 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• School provision 
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Site Allocation  
Address Negative / uncertain effects raised in 

SA of site (‘Policy-off’) 
Does the Site Policy address the 
effects raised in the SA of the site 
(‘Policy-on’) 

• Noise pollution 

• Healthcare provision 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA012  Land south of 

Chalk Hill Lane 

and West of Hood 

Drive, Great 

Blakenham 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Removal of existing allotments 

• Social exclusion and access 

to jobs 

• Provision of fibre and wireless 

broadband 

• Impacts on 

townscape/landscape 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 

• Provision of alternative 

allotment space 

• School provision 

• Healthcare provision 

• Waste disposal provision 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

• Watercourse discharge 

mitigation 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy 

Policy LA013  

 

Land north of 

A1071, 

Sproughton 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Social exclusion and access 

to jobs 

• Proximity to water source 

• Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

• Impact on environmentally 

designated areas. 

• Impact on TPOs 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 

• Ecological mitigation 

• PROW retention & 

enhancement 

• Noise mitigation 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

• Waste disposal provision 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

• Watercourse discharge 

mitigation 
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Site Allocation  
Address Negative / uncertain effects raised in 

SA of site (‘Policy-off’) 
Does the Site Policy address the 
effects raised in the SA of the site 
(‘Policy-on’) 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA014 

 

Land at Poplar 

Lane, Sproughton 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs 

• Grade 2 agricultural land 

• Impact on listed buildings 

• Highway capacity 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Environmental protection 

• Highway capacity 

• Provision of open space 

• Healthcare 

• School provision 

• Library provision 

• Protection of heritage 

assets 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA016  

 

Land West of 

Bourne Hill, 

Wherstead 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs 

• Proximity to water source 

• Site within FRZ2 & 3. 

• Impact on environmentally 

designated areas 

• Landscape impacts 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Impact on environmentally 

designated areas 

• Landscape impacts 

The site specific Policy however 

does not cover the following 

possible effects on site: 

• Access to jobs 

• Proximity to water source 

• Flood risk mitigation 

Recommendations: It is recommended that the Policy should provide further guidance due to the scale and location of the 

proposed residential site. 

Policy LA020 

 

Land north of 

Magdalen Street, 

Eye 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Proximity to watersource 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 
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Site Allocation  
Address Negative / uncertain effects raised in 

SA of site (‘Policy-off’) 
Does the Site Policy address the 
effects raised in the SA of the site 
(‘Policy-on’) 

• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 1 

• Site within FRZ2 & 3 

• Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

• Proximity to conservation area 

• Medium/High sensitivity to 

change 

 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Flood risk mitigation 

• Groundwater souce 

protection 

• Agricultural land 

protection 

• Landscape protection 

Recommendations: The Policy considers many of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. It is, however; recommended that some mention of the nearby conservation 

area is included within the Policy. 

LA021 

 

Land north of 

Church Street, 

Eye 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Protected species in close 

proximity 

• Within conservation area. 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 

• Ecological mitigation 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA022  

 

Land north of 

Maple Way, Eye 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Impact on conservation area. 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Landscaping 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

LA027 

 

Former Babergh 

District Council 

Offices, Hadleigh 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Proximity to water source 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 
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Site Allocation  
Address Negative / uncertain effects raised in 

SA of site (‘Policy-off’) 
Does the Site Policy address the 
effects raised in the SA of the site 
(‘Policy-on’) 

• Within FRZ2 & 3. 

• Impact on environmentally 

designated areas. 

• Within conservation area. 

 

• The Historic Environment 

• Ecological mitigation 

• Landscaping 

• Flood risk mitigation 

• Watercourse discharge 

mitigation 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

• PROW improvements 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA028 

 

Land north east of 

Frog Hall Lane, 

Hadleigh 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• School provision 

• Open space provision 

• Watercourse discharge 

mitigation 

• Healthcare 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

LA030      

 

Land west of 

Stowmarket road, 

Needham Market 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 3. 

• Impact on listed buildings 

• Proximity to water source 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Open space provision 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 
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Site Allocation  
Address Negative / uncertain effects raised in 

SA of site (‘Policy-off’) 
Does the Site Policy address the 
effects raised in the SA of the site 
(‘Policy-on’) 

Policy LA031 

 

Former Needham 

Market Middle 

School, Needham 

Market 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 2 

• Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

• Within conservation area 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Lanscaping 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

• Waste disposal provision 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

LA032  

 

Former Mid 

Suffolk District 

Council Offices 

and Car Park, 

Needham Market 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Proximity to water source 

• Grade 2 agricultural land 

• Within conservation area 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 

• Flood risk mitigation 

• School provision 

• Waste disposal provision 

• Healthcare 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA033  

 

Land south of Gun 

Cotton Way, 

Stowmarket 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Proximity to water source 

• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 3 

• Impact on environmentally 

designated areas 

• Grade 2 agricultural land 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Open space provision 

• School provision 

 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 
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Site Allocation  
Address Negative / uncertain effects raised in 

SA of site (‘Policy-off’) 
Does the Site Policy address the 
effects raised in the SA of the site 
(‘Policy-on’) 

Policy LA034 

 

Chilton Leys, 

Stowmarket 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Proximity to watersource 

• Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

• Impact on TPOs 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Healthcare 

• Open space provision 

• School provision 

• Library provision 

• PROW improvements 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA035  

 

Ashes Farm, 

Stowmarket 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Proximity to watersource 

• Within FRZ2 & 3 

• High risk of surface water 

flooding 

• Impact on listed buildings 

• Medium sensitivity to change 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• School provision 

• Watercourse discharge 

mitigation 

• Healthcare 

• Waste disposal provision 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

• Traffic management 

The site specific Policy however 

does not cover the following 

possible effects on site: 

• Flood risk 

Recommendations: It is recommended that the Policy includes details regarding flood risk mitigation. 

Policy LA036  

 

Land south of 

Union Road, 

Stowmarket 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Proximity to watersource 

• Grade 2 agricultural land 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Watercourse discharge 

mitigation 
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Does the Site Policy address the 
effects raised in the SA of the site 
(‘Policy-on’) 

• School provision 

• Waste disposal provision 

• Healthcare 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA037  

 

Former 

Stowmarket 

Middle School, 

Stowmarket 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Provision of fibre and wireless 

broadband 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Proximity to conservation area 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 

• Ecological mitigation 

• Watercourse discharge 

mitigation 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

• Waste disposal provision 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA038  

 

Land south of 

Creeting Road 

West, Stowmarket 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Provision of fibre and wireless 

broadband 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Proximity to highway 

• Within FRZ2 

• High risk of surface water 

flooding 

• Protected species in close 

proximity 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Ecological mitigation 

• Food risk mitigation 

• Odour, noise and light 

mitigation 

• Watercourse discharge 

mitigation 

• School provision 

• Waste disposal provision 

• Healthcare 
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• Infrastructure 

improvements 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA039  

 

Land west of 

Bures Road, 

Great Cornard 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 2. 

• Impact on environmentally 

designated sites. 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA040  

 

Land west of 

Bures Road, 

Great Cornard 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 1 

• Proximity to water source 

• Site adjacent to FRZ2 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• School provision  

• Waste disposal provision 

• Healthcare 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA041  

 

Land north-west of 

Waldingfield 

Road, Chilton 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Proximity to water source 

• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 2 

• Impact on environmentally 

designated areas. 

• Medium sensitivity to change 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Open space provision 

• School provision 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 



Page 112 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District 
Councils 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan      
Sustainability Appraisal 

 

   

 

Site Allocation  
Address Negative / uncertain effects raised in 

SA of site (‘Policy-off’) 
Does the Site Policy address the 
effects raised in the SA of the site 
(‘Policy-on’) 

Policy LA042  

 

Land at Tye Farm, 

Great  Cornanrd 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 

• Open space retention 

• PROW retention 

• Urban design 

• Ecological mitigation 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

• Waste disposal provision 

• Infrastructure 

improvement 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA045  

 

Land south of 

Tamage Road, 

Acton 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Archaeological 

investigation 

• Waste disposal provision 

• Healthcare 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA046  

 

Former Bacton 

Middle School, 

Bacton 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Ecological mitigation 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 
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Policy LA047 

 

Land north east of 

Turkey Hall Lane, 

Bacton 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Proximity to watersource 

• Medium/High sensitivity to 

change. 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA048 

 

Land south of 

Wattisham Road, 

Bildeston 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Proximity to water source 

• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 2 

• Impacts of 

townscape/landscape 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 

• Flood mitigation 

• PROW retention 

• Healthcare 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA049  

 

Land south of 

Back Hills, 

Botesdale & 

Rickinghall 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Proximity to water source 

• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 2 

• Impact on environmentally 

designated areas. 

• Within conservation area 

• Impact on listed buildings 

• Surface water flooding 

• PROW 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Open space provision 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

Recommendations: It is recommended that the Policy includes details regarding flood risk mitigation. The policy should 

also give mention to the PROW on site. 

Policy LA050  

 

Land north of 

Gardenhouse 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 
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Lane, Botesdale & 

Rickinghall 

• Impact on listed buildings 

 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA051 

 

Land between The 

Street and A143, 

Botesdale and 

Rickinghall 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• PROW 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Highway proximity 

• Within conservation area 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 

• PROW retention 

• Ecological mitigation 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

• Waste disposal provision 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA052  

 

Land north of Mill 

Road, Botesdale 

& Rickinghall 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Open space provision 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA053  

 

Land south of 

Ipswich Road, 

Brantham 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Highway proximity 

• Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

• Impact on environmentally 

designated areas. 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 
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• Medium/High sensitivity to 

change 

• Landscape 

• Highway capacity 

• Surface water flooding 

mitigation 

• Ecological mitigation 

• School provision 

• Traffic management 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy.  

Policy LA054  

 

Land East of 

Longfield Road, 

Capel St Mary 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Grade 2 agricultural land 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Open space provision 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA055  

 

Land south-west 

of Rembrow 

Road, Capel St 

Mary 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• PROW 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Proximity to water source 

• Highway proximity 

• Grade 2 agricultural land 

• Impact on listed buildings 

• Medium sensitivity to change 

• Townscape/Landscape 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 

• TPOs 

• PROW retention 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy.  

Policy LA056  

 

Land south of Low 

Road 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Proximity to water source 

• Site within FRZ 2 & 3 

• Medium/High sensitivity to 

change 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 
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• Proximity to conservation area The site specific Policy however 

does not cover the following 

possible effects on site: 

• Flood risk mitigation 

Recommendations: It is recommended that the Policy includes details regarding flood risk mitigation. 

Policy LA057  

 

Land north of 

Ipswich Road 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Proximity to water source 

• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 2 

• Impact on listed buildings 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy.  

Policy LA058  

 

Land east of 

Aspall Road 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Proximity to water source 

• Within FRZ2 & 3 

• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 2 

• Impact on listed buildings 

• Adjacent to conservation area 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

 

Recommendations: It is recommended that the Policy includes details regarding flood risk mitigation. 

Policy LA059  Land west of 

Hadleigh Road, 

East Bergholt 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Proximity to water source 

• Impact on listed buildings 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy.  

Policy LA060  

 

Land north west of 

Moores Lane, 

East Bergholt 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 



Page 117 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District 
Councils 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan      
Sustainability Appraisal 

 

   

 

Site Allocation  
Address Negative / uncertain effects raised in 

SA of site (‘Policy-off’) 
Does the Site Policy address the 
effects raised in the SA of the site 
(‘Policy-on’) 

• Grade 2 agricultural land 

• Impacts on 

townscape/landscape 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA061  Land south of 

Heath Road, East 

Bergholt 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Grade 2 agricultural land 

• Impacts on 

townscape/landscape 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 

• Ecological mitigation 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy.  

Policy LA062  

 

Land east of 

Ashfield Road, 

Elmswell 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Proximity to water source 

• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 2 

• Impact on listed buildings 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Open space provision 

• PROW 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy.  

Policy LA063  

 

Land north of 

Church Road, 

Elmswell 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

•  Medium/High sensitivity 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Surface water flooding 

mitigation 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 
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Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy.  

Policy LA064  

 

Land north of 

Church Road, 

Elmswell 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Potential loss of amenity 

space 

• Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

• Medium/high sensitivity 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 

• Safeguard/replace 

amenity space 

• Archaeological 

assessment 

• Ecological mitigation 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA065  

 

Land north west of 

School Road, 

Elmswell 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Proximity to water source 

• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 2 

• Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

• Impact on listed buildings 

• Impacts on 

townscape/landscape 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 

• Archaeological 

assessment 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy.  

Policy LA066 

 

Land west of 

Station Road, 

Elmswell 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• PROW 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 
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• Access to jobs and services • Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 

• PROW retention 

• Noise and light mitigation 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA067  

 

Land south of 

Bacton Road, 

Haughley 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 3 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Open space provision 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy.  

Policy LA068  

 

Land east of 

Ipswich Road, 

Holbrook 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• PROW 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

• Impacts on environmentally 

designated areas. 

• Impacts on geologically 

designated areas. 

• Landscaping 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 

• PROW retention 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA069  

 

Land north west of 

Melford Road, 

Lavenham 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 
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• Access to jobs and services 

• High sensitivity to change 

 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 

• Surface water flooding 

mitigation 

• Remediation of 

contaminated land 

• School provision 

• Traffic management 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy.  

Policy LA073 

 

Land south of 

Glebe Way 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Proximity to water source 

• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 3 

• Within FRZ2 & 3 

• Surface water flooding 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 

• Ecological mitigation 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

• Waste disposal provision 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

Recommendations: It is recommended that the Policy includes details regarding flood risk mitigation. 

Policy LA074  

 

Land north-east of 

Chapel Road, 

Mendlesham 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Proximity to water source 

• Site adjacent to FRZ2 & 3 

• Impacts on 

townscape/landscape 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

• Waste disposal provision 

• Traffic management 

The site specific Policy however 

does not cover the following 

possible effects on site: 
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• Impacts on 

townscape/landscape 

• Flood risk mitigation 

Recommendations: It is recommended that the Policy provide suitable mitigation for the impacts on the townscape and 

landscape of the area. The site is also partially within flood risk zone 2, which would require mitigation. 

Policy LA075  

 

Land south of The 

Street, Shotley 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• PROW 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Grade 2 agricultural land 

• Proximity to County Wildlife 

Site 

• Limited access to transport 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 

• Ecological mitigation 

• PROW retention 

• School provision 

• Waste disposal provision 

• Infrastructure 

improvement 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA076  

 

Land south of The 

Street, Stonham 

Aspal 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• PROW 

• Loss of amenity space 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Proximity to water source 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 

• Ecological mitigation 

• Amenity space retention 

or relocation 

• PROW retention 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

• Waste disposal provision 

• Transport infrastructure 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 
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Policy LA077  Land south of 

Church, 

Stowupland 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Grade 2 agricultural land 

• Impact on 

townscape/landscape 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA078  

 

Land south of 

Stowmarket Road, 

Stowupland 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Loss of allotments 

• PROW 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Proximity to water source 

• Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

• Impacts on 

townscape/landscape 

• Proximity to highway 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 

• Allotment provision 

• Highway buffer 

• Surface water flooding 

mitigation 

• PROW retention 

• School provision 

• Waste disposal provision 

• Transport management 

• Watercourse discharge 

management 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA079  

 

Land south of 

Gipping Road, 

Stowupland 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Proximity to watersource 

• Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Surface water flooding 

mitigation 

• School provision 

• Waste disposal provision 

• Access improvements 
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Address Negative / uncertain effects raised in 

SA of site (‘Policy-off’) 
Does the Site Policy address the 
effects raised in the SA of the site 
(‘Policy-on’) 

• Watercourse discharge 

management. 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA080  

 

 

Land west of 

Queen Street, 

Stradbroke 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Proximity to water source 

• Within conservation area 

• Impacts on 

townscape/landscape. 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA081  

 

Land north of 

Laxfield Road, 

Stradbroke  

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Impact on listed buildings 

• Surface water flooding 

• Impact on environmentally 

designated areas. 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

Recommendations: It is recommended that the Policy includes details regarding flood risk mitigation. 

Policy LA082  Land south of 

New Street, 

Stradbroke 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Proximity to water source  

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA083  

 

Land east of 

Farriers Close, 

Stradbroke 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Proximity to water source 

• Impact on listed buildings 

• Adjacent to conservation area 

• Surface water flooding 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 
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Recommendations: It is recommended that the Policy includes details regarding flood risk mitigation. 

Policy LA084  

 

Land west of 

Meadow Lane, 

Thurston 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

• TPO 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Ecological mitigation 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA085  

 

Land east of 

Church Road and 

south of Old Post 

Office Lane, 

Thurston 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Adjacent to FRZ2 & 3 

• Impact on 

townscape/landscape 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Ecological mitigation 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

• Transport accessibility 

The site specific Policy however 

does not cover the following 

possible effects on site: 

• Impacts on 

townscape/landscape 

Recommendations: It is recommended that the Policy include details regarding the protection of the areas 

townscape/landscape 

Policy LA086  

 

Land south of 

Heath Road, 

Thurston 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Amenity space loss 

• Access to jobs and services 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Archaeological 

assessment 
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• Amenity space retention 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

• Traffic management 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

• Transport accessibility 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA087  

 

Land south of 

Beyton Road, 

Thurston 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Ecological mitigation 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

• Transport accessibility 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA088  

 

Land west of 

Ixworth Road, 

Thurston 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• PROW 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

• Impacts on 

townscape/landscape 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Open space provision 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

• School provision 

Recommendations: It is recommended that the Policy provide suitable mitigation for the impacts on the townscape and 

landscape of the area. 

Policy LA089  Land east of 

Ixworth Road, 

Thurston 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 
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• Grade 2 agricultural land 

• Impact on TPOs 

• Impact on 

townscape/landscape 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Ecological mitigation 

• TPO retention 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

• Transport accessibility 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA090  

 

Land west of 

Barton Road, 

Thurston 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Impact on TPOs 

• Impacts on 

townscape/landscape 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Open space provision 

• School provision 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

Recommendations: It is recommended that the Policy provide suitable mitigation for the impacts on the townscape and 

landscape of the area. 

Policy LA091  Land west of 

Wattisfield Road, 

Walsham le 

Willows 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Proximity of water source 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• School provision 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA092  Land east of 

Wattisfield Road, 

Walsham le 

Willows 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Provision of fibre and wireless 

broadband 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 
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• Access to jobs and services 

• Proximity of water source 

• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 3 

• The Historic Environment 

• School provision 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA093  

 

Land east of 

Green Road, 

Woolpit 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Open space provision 

• School provision 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA094  Land south of Old 

Stowmarket Road, 

Woolpit 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Proximity to water source 

• Proximity to conservation area 

• Impacts on 

townscape/landscape 

• Medium sensitivity to change 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Open space provision 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

• Provision of parking 

• School provision 

Recommendations: It is recommended that the Policy include details regarding the protection of the areas 

townscape/landscape 

Policy LA095  

 

Land north east of 

The Street, 

Woolpit 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Proximity to highway 

• Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

• Within conservation area 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 
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• Medium sensitivity to change 

• Impact on listed buildings 

•  

• Flood risk mitigation 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

• Traffic management 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA096  

 

Land north east of 

Heath Road, 

Woolpit 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 3 

• Medium sensitivity to change 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA097  

 

Land west of 

Heath Road, 

Woolpit 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 3 

• Medium sensitivity to change 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Ecological mitigation 

• Flood risk mitigation 

• PROW retention 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

• Infrastructure provision 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA098  

 

Land south of 

High Road, 

Leavenheath 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Access to jobs and services 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 
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• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 3 

• Grade 2 agricultural land 

• Medium sensitivity to change 

• Impact on 

townscape/landscape 

 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 

• School provision 

• Healthcare 

• Infrastructure 

improvements 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 

Policy LA100  

 

Land north of 

B1115, 

Stowupland 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• PROW 

• Access to jobs and services 

• Proximity to water source 

• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 3 

• Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

• Impact on 

townscape/landscape 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Landscaping 

• Flood risk mitigation 

• Ecological mitigation 

Recommendations: It is recommended that the Policy include details regarding the protection of the area’s 

townscape/landscape due to its sensitivity. 

Policy LA102  

 

Land west of Old 

Norwich Road, 

Whitton 

The following potential effects were 

highlighted within the SA of the 

submitted site: 

• Within groundwater source 

protection zone 3 

 

 

The site specific Policy for this 

allocation addresses the following 

potential effects: 

• Environmental protection 

• Biodiversity 

• The Historic Environment 

• Spatial design 

• Ecological mitigation 

Recommendations: The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ 

assessment of the site. No recommendations are therefore made for this Policy. 
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8. The Plan’s Settlement Boundary 
Expansions  

8.1 Introduction  

In order to ensure a 20% buffer regarding housing needs, to ensure deliverability, the Plan identifies 
settlement boundary expansions within some settlements (in the Hamlets & Hinterland Villages) in order to 
accommodate small scale development. This process has been undertaken by the LPAs by identifying and 
exploring and assessing sites that would represent settlement boundary alterations within the SHELAA. 

These sites have also been subject to SA. The following sub-sections of this Report identify those sites per 
settlement, and include a summary of the effects identified within the SA. Please note that the effects have 
been identified using the same methodology as that of the assessing the site allocations and alterations 
within the SA process.  

8.2 The Plan’s Settlement Boundary Expansions 

8.2.1 The Sites Representing the Settlement Boundary Expansions 

Settlement Site Representing 
Boundary 
Extension 

Summary of effects 

Aldham Land north of The 

Street 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration. The site has adequate 

access to core services and facilities and to the wider transport network via the 

A1071. The site is within a RAMS 13km ZOI and so contributions will be sought 

from any potential residential development.  A County Wildlife Site (Corn Hatches 

Grove) lies 350m to the north of the site however this should not be a barrier to any 

sensitive scheme that may be forthcoming. The site is within close proximity to 

heritage assets therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic 

environment. The site is in groundwater source protection zones 2 & 3, impacts on 

these areas would need to be considered prior to development. 

Badwell Ash Land south of 

Long Thurlow 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with adequate access to 

the wider transport networks via the A14 and A143. Any possible development of 

the site would be within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-

level HRA would be required. The site is within close proximity to listed buildings 

therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. 

Table 14: The Plan’s Housing / Mixed-Use Site Allocations  
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Settlement Site Representing 
Boundary 
Extension 

Summary of effects 

Land north of 

Long Thurlow 

Road (1) 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate relationship 

to the wider transport networks via the A14 and A143. The site has limited 

constraints to any subsequent development however the extension may be in close 

proximity / adjacent to a Grade II listed Thatched Cottage and Grade II listed 

Kayden House; therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic 

environment. 

Ashbocking Land to the west 

of B1077 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration. Site is within Groundwater 

Source Protection Zone 3. The site is not considered to include any constraints that 

are insurmountable. 

Battisford Land east of Bowl 

Road and north 

west of Cobbold 

Close 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration and has an adequate 

relationship to the wider transport network via the A14 and Needham Market/ 

Stowmarket train stations. Protected Species have been recorded in close 

proximity to the site so any forthcoming development would need to undertake an 

ecological assessment at the planning application stage. Similarly, the site is within 

a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be 

required of any subsequent development within this expansion area.  The site is 

located within groundwater source protection zone 3; however, the implications of 

this are unknown prior to consultation. 

Boxford Land south of 

Hadleigh Road 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration and is adequately related to 

core services and facilities; however there are no footpaths to access these. The 

expansion site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level 

HRA would be required. Any forthcoming proposals on the site should consider the 

impacts that development would have on the townscape in relation to scale/ type of 

development, as well as the effects on the historic environment. The site is located 

within groundwater source protection zone 3; however, the implications of this are 

unknown prior to consultation. The site is located on grade 2 agricultural land and if 

developed would result in the loss of the best and most versatile soil, this would 

need to be taken into account prior to development taking place. 

Chelmondiston Land south of 

B1456 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration as is well adequately 

related to the wider transport network. The expansion site is relatively free of 

constraints and none are considered insurmountable. The site is within the HRA 

RAMS 13km ZOI therefore contributions will be sought of any potential residential 

development scheme. The site is located on grade 2 agricultural land and if 

developed would result in the loss of the best and most versatile soil, this would 

need to be taken into account prior to development taking place. 

Combs Land west of 

Bildeston Road 

The site is proposed for a modest settlement boundary alteration. The site has very 

few constraints to development and none that are considered insurmountable. 

Cotton Land north east of The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration and has an adequate 
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Settlement Site Representing 
Boundary 
Extension 

Summary of effects 

Mill Hill relationship to the wider transport network via the A140. The site is also partially 

within FRZ2 & FRZ3 and borders an area of high risk from surface water flooding. 

Despite this, fluvial flood risk areas can be avoided on site and surface water 

issues can be mitigated through the incorporation of SUDS within any possible 

forthcoming development. The site is located within groundwater source protection 

zone 3; however, the implications of this are unknown prior to consultation. 

Creeting St 

Mary 

Land west of 

Jacks Green 

Road 

The site is proposed for residential development and has adequate access to the 

A14 and Needham Market railway station. The site is partially within FRZ2 & FRZ3 

however flood risk may be able to be avoided.  A public right of way passes 

through the site; however this could be incorporated into development or otherwise 

diverted through any forthcoming development scheme. The site is located within 

groundwater source protection zone 3; however, the implications of this are 

unknown prior to consultation. The site is within close proximity to listed buildings 

therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment, it also 

has a high sensitivity to change which would need to be taken into account prior to 

development. 

Stonham Earl Land north east of 

Haggars Mead 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration and is well related to the 

existing transport network via the A1120 and A140. The site is located over 2000m 

from nearest main employment area. There are few constraints on site, although 

the site is approx. 73m from the Grade II listed Sunnyside. However any possible 

development of the site may be unlikely to harm significance of heritage asset if 

sensitively designated and of an appropriate scale. The site is located within 

groundwater source protection zone 3; however, the implications of this are 

unknown prior to consultation. 

Great 

Waldingfield 

Land to the east 

of Valley Road 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration. Development of this site 

would be within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 

would be required. The site is also within close proximity to a listed building; 

however any effects may be mitigated through sensitive scale and design at the 

planning application stage. The site is located within groundwater source protection 

zone 3; however, the implications of this are unknown prior to consultation. 

Land south of 

Waldingfield 

Road 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. The site is relatively free 

of constraints however is adjacent to the Grade II listed Thatch Cottage, the Grade 

II listed Chilton Cottage and the Grade II listed Nos 1-3 Valley Road. Any potential 

development of the site would have to demonstrate that the scheme would not 

harm the significance of these heritage assets.  The site is located within 

groundwater source protection zone 3; however, the implications of this are 

unknown prior to consultation. 

Hitcham Land west of The The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. The site is within a 20km 

zone of a Natura 2000 site there a project-level HRA would be required of any 
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Settlement Site Representing 
Boundary 
Extension 

Summary of effects 

Causeway forthcoming development. The site is within close proximity to listed buildings 

therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. The 

site is located within groundwater source protection zone 3; however, the 

implications of this are unknown prior to consultation. 

Hunston Land south of The 

Street 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration and has an adequate 

relationship with the wider transport network via the A1088 and A143 and Thurston 

train station. Proposals must consider the impacts development would have on the 

Hunston Conservation Area as the area is deemed to have medium/high sensitivity 

to change. The TPO can be potentially incorporated into the development. The site 

is located on grade 2 agricultural land and if developed would result in the loss of 

the best and most versatile soil, this would need to be taken into account prior to 

development taking place. 

Lindsey Land east of The 

Tye 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration and has very few 

constraints. The site is within close proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals 

should consider the impacts on the historic environment. 

Little 

Waldingfield 

Land south east 

of The Street 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration and is within the Little 

Waldingfield conservation area, therefore proposals should consider the impacts 

on the historic environment.. A public right of way passes through the site. The site 

is located within groundwater source protection zone 3; however, the implications 

of this are unknown prior to consultation. The site is located on grade 2 agricultural 

land and if developed would result in the loss of the best and most versatile soil, 

this would need to be taken into account prior to development taking place. 

Mendham Land east of 

Withersdale Road 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration and has very few 

constraints. The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a 

project-level HRA would be required from any residential development. 

Old Newton Land south of 

Stowmarket Road 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection 

to the wider transport network via the A14, A140 and Elmswell Train station. A 

Public Right of Way crosses through the site, which could feasibly be incorporated 

into any future development or otherwise diverted. Any development would also 

require a project-level HRA as the site is within the 20km zone of a Natura 2000 

site. The site is located within groundwater source protection zone 3; however, the 

implications of this are unknown prior to consultation. The site is within close 

proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the 

historic environment. 

Pettaugh Land to the west 

of Debenham 

Way 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. The A140 has capacity 

issues at specific junctions.. Protected species have been recorded in close 

proximity to the site therefore an assessment should be taken to consider the 

impacts development would have on these should any proposals be forthcoming 
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Settlement Site Representing 
Boundary 
Extension 

Summary of effects 

on the site.  

Raydon Land north of 

Woodlands Road 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration and has very few 

constraints to development, none of which are insurmountable. 

Land east of The 

Street 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. The site has very few 

constraints, and none which are insurmountable. 

Stanstead Land east of 

Upper Street 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration and has an adequate 

relationship to the wider transport network. The site is detached from the existing 

settlement boundary, but sits within a cluster of residential development creating a 

new settlement boundary. 

The site is within close proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals should 

consider the impacts on the historic environment. The site is within a 20km zone of 

a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required of any 

forthcoming development. The site is located within groundwater source protection 

zone 3; however, the implications of this are unknown prior to consultation. The site 

is located on grade 2 agricultural land and if developed would result in the loss of 

the best and most versatile soil, this would need to be taken into account prior to 

development taking place. 

Stoke Ash Land to the west 

of The Street 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. The site is within 35m of 

the A140 therefore air quality management must be considered. The site is within a 

20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required 

of any forthcoming development proposals. The site is within close proximity to 

listed buildings therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic 

environment. The site is located within groundwater source protection zone 3; 

however, the implications of this are unknown prior to consultation. 

Tattingstone Land west of the 

A137 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with good connection to 

the wider transport network via the A137. The site adjoins the settlement boundary, 

if development matched the existing low density linear pattern it would complement 

the existing townscape. The site is within the 13km ZOI for RAMS therefore 

contribution will be sought from any residential development. The site is within 35m 

of the A137 so may need mitigation on site. There are no constraints on the site 

that would hinder the principle of development being established.   

Wattisfield Land east of The 

Street 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration and has a good 

relationship to the wider transport network via the A143. The site is within the 

conservation area therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic 

environment. 

Wenham 

Magna 

Council Depot The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration. The site has few 

constrains, and none that are insurmountable. Any future development would have 

to consider that the site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site therefore a 
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project-level HRA would be required.   

Westhorpe Land north of The 

Street 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. The site is within 35m of 

the A140 therefore air quality management must be considered to mitigate the 

impacts on any proposed development. The site is adjacent to a County Wildlife 

Site (Westhorpe Green) to the south-west of the site which may affect the 

developable area should mitigation be needed on site (in the form of a buffer for 

example). Protected species have been recorded in close proximity to the site. The 

site is approx. 60m from Westhorpe Hall moated site and associated fishponds, 

and any development of the site would have to consider impacts on the historic 

environment. The site does not have access to fibre or wireless broadband; this 

would ideally be remedied if development were to go ahead. 

Land south of 

Church Road 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. The site is within close 

proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the 

historic environment. The site is also within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, 

therefore a project-level HRA would be required of any residential schemes on this 

expansion site. 

Wetheringsett Land east of 

A140 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. Protected species have 

been recorded in close proximity to the site. The site is within a 20km zone of a 

Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required of any residential 

development proposals. The site is also within 35m of the A140 therefore any 

forthcoming proposals should consider air quality issues that may be experienced 

on site. The site is located on grade 2 agricultural land and if developed would 

result in the loss of the best and most versatile soil, this would need to be taken 

into account prior to development taking place. 

Land to the north 

east of the 

junction between 

The Street and 

Cedars Hill 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. The site is within 35m of 

the A140 and effects should be mitigated so that they are not experienced on site, 

if developed. The site is partially within FRZ2 however this should not affect the 

expansion of the settlement boundary in principle as no use is proposed. Any 

forthcoming development would be within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site 

therefore a project-level HRA would be required. The site is also between approx. 

50m and 85m of the Grade II listed Old Forge, Bridge House and Malthouse, which 

may affect the developable area of the site for some land uses. The site is located 

on grade 2 agricultural land and if developed would result in the loss of the best 

and most versatile soil, this would need to be taken into account prior to 

development taking place. Site is removed from services and facilities. 

Weybread Land to the north 

east of The Street 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. The site is within a 20km 

zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required of any 

residential development.  Linear development to match existing dwellings on the 

opposite side of the street would have less of a townscape impact. A PRoW also 
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passes through the site. The site is within close proximity to listed buildings 

therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. The 

site has poor access to services and facilities. 

Wilby Land west of the 

B1118 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration and has an adequate 

relationship to the wider transport network via the A1120. The site borders an area 

at high risk of surface water flooding however any flood risk could be mitigated 

through the incorporation of SuDS within any forthcoming development. The site is 

within close proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals should consider the 

impacts on the historic environment. 

Woolverstone Land south of 

Main Road 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. The site has relatively 

few constraints. Any forthcoming development proposals should also consider the 

impacts development would have on the conservation area. Site is removed from 

services and facilities. The site in within the 13km RAMS ZOI therefore 

contributions will be sought from any residential development that may be 

forthcoming within this boundary expansion option. The site is located on grade 2 

agricultural land and if developed would result in the loss of the best and most 

versatile soil, this would need to be taken into account prior to development taking 

place. 

Land north of 

Glebe Lane and 

west of Main 

Road 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. Any forthcoming 

development proposals should also consider the impacts development would have 

on the conservation area. The site in within the 13km RAMS ZOI therefore 

contributions will be sought from any residential development that may be 

forthcoming within this boundary expansion option. Site is removed from services 

and facilities. The site is located on grade 1 and 2 agricultural land and if developed 

would result in the loss of the best and most versatile soil, this would need to be 

taken into account prior to development taking place. 

Worlingworth Land south of 

Church Road 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration and has relatively few 

constraints, none of which are considered insurmountable. The site is within a 

20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required 

of any residential development. 

Barking Land North of 

Barking Road and 

West of Hascot 

Hill 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration and has an adequate 

relationship to the wider transport network via the A14 and Needham Market Train 

Station. The site is within 20km of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 

would be required of any residential development. A PRoW passes through the 

site, which would have to be incorporated into any development or otherwise 

diverted. Protected species have also been recorded in close proximity to the site 

which would be subject to further investigation through an ecological assessment 

at any planning application stage. The site is located within groundwater source 

protection zone 3; however, the implications of this are unknown prior to 
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consultation. The site is within close proximity to listed buildings therefore 

proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. 

Bentley Land West of 

Church Lane, 

Bentley 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with good connection to the 

wider transport network via the A12. The site has relatively few constraints. The 

site is located on grade 2 agricultural land and if developed would result in the loss 

of the best and most versatile soil, this would need to be taken into account prior to 

development taking place. 

Beyton Land North of 

Tostock Road 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with good connection to 

the wider transport network via the A14. The site is within the 20km boundary of a 

Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required. The site is 

adjacent to the conservation area therefore proposals should consider the impacts 

on the historic environment.. The site is also in close proximity to the A14, and so 

air quality effects would have to be addressed on site so that no effects are felt by 

any new community. It is considered that there are no constraints on or near the 

site that would affect the principle of development. The site is located within 

groundwater source protection zone 3, however, the implications of this are 

unknown prior to consultation. 

Land West of 

Church Road, 

Beyton 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with good connection to 

the wider transport network via the A14. The site is partly within Beyton 

conservation area and has a high sensitivity to change therefore proposals should 

consider the impacts on the historic environment and sensitivity of landscape. 

There are TPOs on the site which would need to be included within any scheme as 

a landscape feature. The site is located within groundwater source protection zone 

3; however, the implications of this are unknown prior to consultation. 

Elmsett Land West of 

Hadleigh Road 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate connections 

to the wider transport network via the A1071. The site is within the 13km ZOI for 

the RAMS HRA therefore contributions will be sought. The site is within 100m of a 

water source. 

Finningham Land South of 

Wickham Road, 

Finningham 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration and has adequate 

connection to the wider transport network via the A140. The site is a combination of 

greenfield and brownfield and has medium/low sensitivity to change; however, it is 

adjacent to the Finningham conservation area and any forthcoming development 

would have to be sensitive to this designation. The site is also within 35m of the 

A137 and air quality effects may be experienced on site without suitably mitigation. 

The majority of the site is already included within village boundary, where the 

principle of development is accepted subject to detailed planning application. The 

site is partially located within grade 2 agricultural land and if developed would result 

in the loss of the best and most versatile soil, this would need to be taken into 
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account prior to development taking place. 

Land West 

Gislingham Road 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration and has adequate 

connection to the wider transport network via the A140. The site is adjacent to the 

Finningham conservation area and any forthcoming development would have to be 

sensitive to this designation. 

Great 

Finborough 

Land to the East 

of Pear Tree 

Place, Great 

Finborough 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection 

to the wider transport network via the A14 and Stowmarket Train Station. The site 

relatively unconstrained, with no issues identified that would affect the principle of 

development on site. The site is located within groundwater source protection zone 

3; however, the implications of this are unknown prior to consultation. 

Land West of 

High Road, Great 

Finborough 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration and has adequate 

connection to the wider transport network via the A14 and Stowmarket Train 

station. The site is within close proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals 

should consider the impacts on the historic environment. It is also within 

groundwater source protection zones 3 and the impacts on this area should be 

taken into account prior to development. 

Henley Land South of 

Ashbocking 

Road, Henley 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection 

to the wider transport network via the A14 and Westerfield Railway Station. 

Protected species have been recorded in close proximity to the site and the site is 

within the HRA RAMS 13km ZOI therefore contributions will be sought of any 

forthcoming residential development.  Ecological surveying could determine the 

likely impacts upon nearby protected species and also provide effective mitigation 

advice; sympathetic design could also lessen this impact while incorporating the 

TPO on site into the development. These factors are not thought to affect the 

principle of development within this boundary extension. The site is located within 

groundwater source protection zone 3; the implications of this are unknown prior to 

consultation. 

Hessett Land South of 

Hubbard’s Lane 

and East of The 

Green 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection 

to the wider transport network via the A14 and Thurston Train Station. The site is in 

close proximity to the Hessett County Wildlife Site located roughly 150m to the east 

and development is within 20km of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level 

HRA would be required of any residential development. The site is within close 

proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the 

historic environment and sensitivity of landscape. 

 The site is well related to the existing settlement pattern with development to the 

east and west of the site. The principle of development has therefore already been 

established in the broad area. The site is located within groundwater source 

protection zone 3, however, the implications of this are unknown prior to 
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consultation. 

Hintlesham Land to the South 

East of Duke 

Street, 

Hintlesham 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with good connection to 

the wider transport network via the A1071. The site is greenfield land and has a 

TPO on site. An SSSI is located 325m to the north-west of the site; the site is also 

within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be 

required of any residential development.  Natural England would have to be 

consulted in regard to the nearby SSSI, and the TPO could also be incorporated 

within any future development. These constraints are not considered to affect the 

overall principle of the site being potentially developed if required. The site is 

located within groundwater source protection zone 3; however, the implications of 

this are unknown prior to consultation. The site is within close proximity to listed 

buildings therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic 

environment. 

Hoxne Land to the South 

of Denham Road, 

Hoxne 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection 

to the wider transport network via the A143. The site is currently brownfield but has 

high sensitivity to change with a Grade II listed barn on site. Sympathetic design 

would have to be ensured, with further information provided at the application stage 

as to whether any proposals would be suitable, or alternatively Plan-level evidence 

should this extension be proposed within the Plan.  The site is also within a 20km 

zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required of any 

residential development. 

Lawshall Land East of Bury 

Road, Lawshall, 

IP29 4FH 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection 

to the wider transport network via the A134. The site is unconstrained; although 

any residential development would require a project-level HRA as the site is within 

a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site. This is however not expected to influence the 

principle of development on site. The site is located within groundwater source 

protection zone 3; however, the implications of this are unknown prior to 

consultation. 

Land to the South 

West of Harrow 

Green, Lawshall, 

IP29 4PW 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection 

to the wider transport network via the A134. The site is unconstrained; although 

any residential development would require a project-level HRA as the site is within 

a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site. This is however not expected to influence the 

principle of development on site. The site is located within groundwater source 

protection zone 3; however, the implications of this are unknown prior to 

consultation. 

 Land West of 

Melford Road, 

Lawshall 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection 

to the wider transport network via the A134. The site is unconstrained; although 

any residential development would require a project-level HRA as the site is within 

a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site. This is however not expected to influence the 
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principle of development on site. The site is located within groundwater source 

protection zone 3; however, the implications of this are unknown prior to 

consultation. 

Laxfield Land to the South 

of Framlingham 

Road, Laxfield 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection 

to the wider network via the A1120. The site is well related to the existing 

settlement pattern and abuts the settlement boundary on two sides (north and 

east). Protected species have been recorded on site, and any development would 

require a project-level HRA as the site may be within the 20km zone of a Natura 

2000 site.  Further ecological surveys would be needed at any application stage to 

identify the likelihood of impacts on protected species and also provide suitable 

advice on mitigation opportunities. This is not considered to affect the principle of 

development on the site.  The site is within close proximity to listed buildings 

therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. 

Land East of Mill 

Road 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection 

to the wider network via the A1120 and a good relationship to the existing 

settlement boundary despite the area’s broad medium to high sensitivity to change. 

Any development would require a project-level HRA as the site is within the 20km 

zone of a Natura 2000 site and should consider the impacts on the sensitivity of the 

landscape. 

Mellis Land to the South 

West of Yaxley 

Road, Mellis 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection 

to the wider transport network via the A140. The site is brownfield land however it 

does have medium/high sensitivity to change as well as being within the Mellis 

conservation area, therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic 

environment and sensitivity of the landscape. Protected species have been 

recorded on site as well as trees being designated as TPOs due to the sites 

conservation area status. Further ecological survey could determine the impact on 

both the protected species and designated areas, and also provide opportunities to 

mitigate these impacts. The TPO could be factored into any development scheme. 

The site is also within close proximity to the A140 and any air quality mitigation 

measures could conflict with the characteristics of the conservation area. 

Metfield Land north of 

B1123, Metfield 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection 

to the wider transport network via the A143. The site has medium/high sensitivity to 

change and is within the Metfield Conservation area, therefore proposals should 

consider the impacts on the historic environment and sensitivity of landscape.  The 

site also slopes downhill from west to east. Further investigation as to the effects 

on the historic environment and landscape may be required of any development 

proposals. 

Old Newton Land South of 

Stowmarket 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection 

to the wider transport network via the A14, A140 and Elmswell Train station. A 
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Road, Old 

Newton 

Public Right of Way crosses through the site, which could feasibly be incorporated 

into any future development or otherwise diverted. Any development would also 

require a project-level HRA as the site is within the 20km zone of a Natura 2000 

site. The site is located within groundwater source protection zone 3; however, the 

implications of this are unknown prior to consultation. The site is within close 

proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the 

historic environment. 

Onehouse Land South of 

Forest Road 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection 

to the wider transport network via the A14 and Stowmarket Train Station. A PRoW 

borders the site to the east and may cross the likely access point required to 

service the site. Protected species have also been recorded in close proximity to 

the site, which would have to be addressed at the planning application stage 

through an ecological assessment. The site constraints are not thought to hinder 

the principle of development on the site however, subject to an appropriate scheme 

and use coming forward.  The site is located within groundwater source protection 

zone 3; however, the implications of this are unknown prior to consultation. The site 

is within close proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals should consider the 

impacts on the historic environment. 

Somersham Land to the West 

of Main Road, 

Somersham 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection 

to the wider transport network via the A14 and Needham Market train station. The 

site is well related to the existing settlement boundary and is surrounded by the 

settlement boundary on three sides to the north, east and west. The site is within a 

20km zone of a Natura 2000 site; as such a project-level HRA would be required of 

any forthcoming development. The site is also partially within flood risk zones 2 & 3 

and wholly within groundwater source protection zone 2 which may affect the 

developable area. The site is within close proximity to listed buildings therefore 

proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. 

Stoke-by-

Nayland 

Land north of 

B1068 and East 

of Sudbury Road, 

Stoke by Nayland 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection 

to the wider transport network via the A134 and is well related to the existing 

settlement pattern. The site is within the Stoke by Nayland conservation area, 

therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment.. 

Protected species have also been found on site, which should be addressed at the 

planning application stage and the site is also within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 

site, requiring a project-level HRA of any residential development.  The site is 

located within groundwater source protection zone 3; however, the implications of 

this are unknown prior to consultation. 

 Land North of 

Goldenlonds, 

Stoke by Nayland 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection 

to the wider transport network through bus and train links. The site has a 

medium/high sensitivity to change and impacts on townscape and would require 
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mitigation if developed. That aside, no other constrains are found on the site, and 

the principle of development could be established subject to an appropriate 

scheme and land use. The site is located within groundwater source protection 

zone 3; however, the implications of this are unknown prior to consultation. 

Stonham 

Parva 

Land East of 

Norwich Road, 

Little Stonham 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with good connection to the 

wider transport network via the A140. The site is relatively well related to the 

existing settlement pattern and has development to the north and south of the site. 

Protected species have been recorded on site which would have to be addressed 

at any planning application stage.  The site is also within a 20km ZOI of a Natura 

2000 site, meaning project-level HRA would be required from any residential 

development scheme. Air quality measures may also need to be included of any 

design scheme to address the proximity to the A140. The site is located on grade 2 

agricultural land and if developed would result in the loss of the best and most 

versatile soil, this would need to be taken into account prior to development taking 

place. The site is within close proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals 

should consider the impacts on the historic environment. 

Land West of 

Norwich Road 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with good connection to the 

wider transport network via the A140. The site is within 35m of the A140, and air 

quality impacts may need to be mitigated on site. The site is adjacent to the Grade 

II listed Long Cottage, the Grade II listed The Old Rectory and the Grade II listed 

Highlands Cottage, therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic 

environment. The site is located within groundwater source protection zone 3; 

however, the implications of this are unknown prior to consultation. The site is 

located on grade 2 agricultural land and if developed would result in the loss of the 

best and most versatile soil, this would need to be taken into account prior to 

development taking place. 

Stutton Land North of 

Holbrook Road 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection 

to the wider transport network via the A137. The site is considered to have a 

neutral impact on townscape if developed. The site is otherwise free from 

constraints and the principle of development can be established. The site is located 

on grade 2 agricultural land and if developed would result in the loss of the best 

and most versatile soil, this would need to be taken into account prior to 

development taking place. 

Thwaite Land to the South 

of Wickham Road 

and West of A140 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with good connection to 

the wider transport network via the A140. The site has a medium/high sensitivity to 

change however is relatively well related to the existing settlement. It is within 35m 

of the A140 and so air quality mitigation may be required. There are no constraints 

on the site that would hinder the principle of development being established.   The 

site is within close proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals should consider 
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the impacts on the historic environment. 

Tostock Land between 

New Road and 

Leys Road, 

Tostock 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with good connection to 

the wider transport network via the A14. The site has high sensitivity to change; it is 

location within the Tostock Conservation Area Development.  Therefore proposals 

should consider the impacts on the historic environment. The site adjoins a County 

Wildlife Site to the south east (Tostock Pond and The Leys). Therefore mitigation 

measures will need to be considered to address impacts upon CWS  may affect 

the developable area. The site is located within groundwater source protection 

zone 3; however, the implications of this are unknown prior to consultation. 

Yaxley Land to the East 

of Old Ipswich 

Road, Yaxley 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with good connection to the 

wider transport network via the A140. The site adjoins the settlement boundary to 

the north, south and west. Protected species been recorded in close proximity to 

the site which would require an ecological assessment from any forthcoming 

planning application, however the site’s few constraints mean that the principle of 

development can reasonably be established.  The site is located within 

groundwater source protection zone 3; however, the implications of this are 

unknown prior to consultation. The site is within close proximity to listed buildings 

therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. 

Land West of Old 

Ipswich Road, 

Yaxley 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with good connection to 

the wider transport network via the A140. The site is partially within flood risk zone 

2 & 3, and within 100m of the nearest water body.  These effects would have to be 

avoided or mitigated if found to be an issue. The site is otherwise free from 

constraints and the principle of development could be established subject to 

suitable schemes. The site is located within groundwater source protection zone 3; 

however, the implications of this are unknown prior to consultation. The site is 

within close proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals should consider the 

impacts on the historic environment. 
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9. Cumulative & Synergistic Effects of the 
Plan’s Allocations 

9.1 The Plan’s Allocations  

The ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the Plan’s allocations have been identified individually, with many positive 
effects identified and others being mitigatable at the site level and in accordance with specific site policies 
included within the Plan.  

More widely however, cumulative effects may exist in broad areas, and across the whole Plan area, that 
could lead to either significant positive or negative effects. These may cover a range of economic, social or 
environmental themes. 

The possibility for cumulative effects is explored in the sub-headings below thematically and by sustainability 
objective. 

9.1.1 Sustainability Objective 1. To improve the health and wellbeing of the 
population overall and reduce health inequalities 

Infrastructure contributions and design policy can ensure that suitable alternative open 
space facilities are included within new developments individually and cumulatively. Open 
space will be a priority to incorporate into the design of residential development. 
Allocations within the Plan also seek to acquire relevant contributions to healthcare 
facilities in order to increase the likelihood of new facilities and also to alleviate 
comparative pressures on existing facilities. Overall, there can be expected to be positive 
impacts resulting from the Plan's allocations. 

 

Positive 
Impacts 

9.1.2 Sustainability Objective 2. To maintain and improve levels of education 
and skills in the population overall 

Negative cumulative impacts in relation to school capacities are apparent for a 
number of settlements as a result of the Plan's site allocations. In Sudbury, seven 
primary schools are over capacity, some by a considerable amount. Cumulatively 
primary school capacity issues are apparent within Sudbury. It should be noted 
however, that infrastructure contributions are likely to alleviate such pressures 
through school expansion where possible. A similar situation is predicted in 
Stowmarket, where the demand for places is likely to put pressure on existing 
schools. Issues related to education provision are not just limited to Urban 
Areas/Market Towns, Core Villages and Hinterland/Hamlet allocations will also 
exacerbate issues related to school capacity. The impacts are potentially negative – 
subject to mitigation being in place. 

 

Negative 
Impacts 
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9.1.3 Sustainability Objective 3. To reduce poverty and social exclusion and 
ensure access to jobs and services 

The Districts are largely rural, with access to services a key sustainability issues for many 
existing residents. The Plan employs a site selection methodology that has ensured that 
allocations are not located within the least sustainable settlements. This ensures that 
growth is directed to those areas with existing services and facilities. This ensures positive 
impacts.  

 

Positive 
impacts 

9.1.4 Sustainability Objective 4. To meet the housing requirements of the 
whole community 

The Plan’s allocations will have significant positive impacts on providing the District’s 
housing needs. The allocation of sites for housing development or a range of sizes and 
suitably distributed throughout the Districts’ settlement hierarchy, can be expected to 
ensure the delivery of a range of tenures and housing type. 

 

Positive 
impacts 

9.1.5 Sustainability Objective 5. To conserve and enhance water quality and 
resources 

Site allocations within the Plan may impact on water quality, with a number of sites located 
in close proximity to water bodies. Additionally many of the sites are located within a 
groundwater source protection zone, which could have negative impacts on water quality 
cumulatively, subject to further investigation and at the planning application stage. This is 
more likely to be an issue in Debenham, Elmswell and Eye. 
  
 

Uncertain 
impacts / 
possible 
negative 
impacts 

9.1.6 Sustainability Objective 6. To maintain and where possible improve air 
quality and reduce noise pollution. 

In terms of air quality, there is only one AQMA in Babergh, located in Sudbury. There are 
no AQMAs in Mid Suffolk. Within the Plan there is four sites allocated for development 
within Sudbury, of these none are considered to exacerbate the AQMA as they are not 
within close proximity. Some allocations are found within close proximity to major roads, 
as a result there are potential air and noise pollution impacts regarding traffic. There are, 
however, sustainability benefits associated with focusing growth in proximity to existing 
strategic roads. Policy also exists within the Plan to eradicate and mitigate impacts, and 
mitigation can be seen as possible in all instances in line with site specific policies. As a 
protection based objective, there will be neutral plan wide impacts as a result. 

 

Neutral 
impacts 
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9.1.7 Sustainability Objective 7. To conserve soil and mineral resources 

A large number of site allocations in the Plan are located within areas of grade 2 
agricultural land and so the development of these sites can be expected to have negative 
impacts on the availability of fertile land for agricultural purposes, which represents the 
highest quality in the District. Despite this, impacts are not widespread on a holistic plan 
level due to the preferred strategy. For this reason, overall neutral impacts are highlighted 
on a plan-wide level for this objective. 

 

Neutral 
impacts 

9.1.8 Sustainability Objective 8. To promote the sustainable management of 
waste 

The Plan's allocations are expected to have some impacts on the sustainable 
management of waste within the Plan's area. Allocations are expected to provide suitable 
area to promote the correct method of storage to encourage recycling. 

Uncertain 
impacts 

 

9.1.9 Sustainability Objective 9. To reduce contributions to climate change 

Any increase in growth is expected to increase emissions, however new developments are 
encouraged through the policies to incorporate sustainable design within sites. The Plan’s 
allocations, which are located within sustainable existing settlements, are largely located 
in close proximity to strategic transport corridors and there are a few within 35m of a main 
A road, furthering the attraction of convenience to private car use. The Plan’s policies 
encouraging innovative approached to deliver energy systems powered by renewable or 
low carbon sources and associated infrastructure and supports community- led initiatives. 
The Plan ensures that new development is primarily well related to the existing settlement 
boundaries and public transport. However, there is potential negative impacts therefore 
the overall cumulative impacts are unknown. 

Uncertain 
impacts/ 
possible 
negative 
impacts 

 

9.1.10 Sustainability Objective 10. To reduce vulnerability and increase 
resilience to extreme weather events and flooding which may be caused by 
climate change 

Multiple sites have areas which are within flood zones, which has the potential to result in 
negative cumulative impacts on flooding within Babergh and Mid Suffolk. Despite this, 
none of the allocated sites are entirely located within flood zones.  The Plan outlines ways 
in which mitigation through design and the incorporation of features such as Sustainable 
Urban Drainage Systems, can reduce flood risk. The sites are in differing areas of flood 
risk, therefore any cumulative impacts are unlikely. 

Positive 
impacts 
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9.1.11 Sustainability Objective 11. To conserve and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity 

There are multiple sites that are allocated within the Plan that would have an impact on 
environmentally designated sites if developed. These sites lie mostly in Hadleigh, 
Stowmarket, Chilton, Botesdale & Rickinghall, Brantham, Stradbroke and Holbrook. 
Additionally, there are several sites in Holbrook that would have an impact on a RIGS 
(Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological Site). However, the Plan’s 
infrastructure policies (both strategic and local) ensure that effects on Habitats Sites from 
recreational pressure can be mitigated. The provision and retention of open space can 
alleviate pressures on Habitats Sites through redirecting recreational uses away from 
them. The presence of the Suffolk Coast RAMS results in cumulative positive effects 
alongside Policy LP28 in reducing pressures of recreational use on these sites. The 
specific effects on biodiversity are difficult to quantify at the strategic level. Some sites that 
are allocated within the Plan are in close proximity to designated sites for nature 
conservation however there is no direct loss in any instance. It is possible that negative 
impacts on their condition, through increased visitor numbers and footfall, could occur. 
Despite this, site specific policy exists that seek to ensure there are no effects on local 
designations or protected species on site. Cumulatively, the effects of the Plan’s policies 
are positive. 

Positive 

impacts 

9.1.12 Sustainability Objective 12. To conserve and where appropriate 
enhance areas and assets of historical and archaeological importance and 
their settings 

 There are multiple sites that are in close proximity of an historical asset. Policy LP20 
requires that all designated and non-designated heritage assets must be preserved, 
enhanced or conserved in accordance with statutory tests and their significance. The 
policy also seeks to reduce the amount of derelict, degraded and underused land and may 
also enhance the viability and vitality of the historic settlements through supporting the re-
use/redevelopment of heritage assets. Despite this, the level of growth directed to the Plan 
area’s historic settlements, coupled with a strong focus on the tourism potential of such 
areas, leads to uncertain effects generally on the historic environment cumulatively. The 
plan is currently accompanied by a Heritage and Settlement Sensitivity Assessment, 
published in March 2018, which assesses these potential impacts in detail and has 
informed the location of proposed allocations and settlement boundary expansions.. 

Uncertain 
impacts 

 

9.1.13 Sustainability Objective 13. To conserve and enhance the quality 
and local distinctiveness of landscapes and townscapes 

Due to the largely rural nature of Babergh and Mid Suffolk, there is a limited number of 
brownfield sites available and many greenfield sites are allocated within the Plan. The 
Plan’s policies can be expected to notionally have positive impacts in regard to landscape 
through protection and enhancement. However, there can be expected to have some 

Unknown 
impacts 
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degree of negative impact on landscapes overall. The Plan’s policies will have cumulative 
positive impacts on townscape with the Plan’s design policies ensuring significantly positive 
cumulative impacts on townscape and landscape. The Plan includes extensive policy 
regarding the protection of landscapes - A number of the Plan’s site allocations are located 
in areas which have either a moderate to high or relatively high sensitivity to change. The 
cumulative impacts of this are hard to identify with any accuracy, pending the precise 
details of individual forthcoming proposals and adherence to Plan policy, however negative 
impacts cannot be ruled out at this stage. 

9.1.14 Sustainability Objective 14. To achieve sustainable levels of 
prosperity and economic growth throughout the plan area 

The Plan policies do not identify any new employment land for allocation. The policies 
focus on safeguarding and improving existing businesses, allowing them to grow in 
response to market sector conditions and set policy parameters that ensure the 
deliverability of any forthcoming schemes. The Plan’s allocations will have no impacts on 
employment provision and economic growth as there are no such allocations in line with 
identified needs. 

Neutral 
Impacts  

9.1.15 Sustainability Objective 15. To revitalise the Districts’ town centres 

The Plan’s policies can be expected to cumulatively increase the range of employment 
opportunities within the towns by improving premises options and the quality of premises, 
including a support for their expansion. Policy SP06 – Retail and Leisure and also Local 
Policy LP13 – Retail and Town Centres seeks to direct retail and leisure use to 
town/district centres.   These policies allow for a mix of uses within town centres which 
should ensure both an increased footfall and also benefits to both day and night 
economies (subject to restrictions). Overall the Plan’s allocations can be seen to have 
significant positive effects through being located within or adjoining existing settlements. 

Positive 
impacts 

 

9.1.16 Sustainability Objective 16. To encourage efficient patterns of 
movement and the use of sustainable methods of travel in support of economic 
growth 

Specific policies within the Plan address the provision of sustainable transport 
improvements. The Plan outlines specific policy that ensures sustainable transport 
improvements, which are further supported by infrastructure policies. Development is 
focused within the District’s settlements with existing transport links. Overall the Plan’s 
allocations are well connected to the wider transport networks and focusing development 
to the most sustainable existing settlements in the first instance affords positive impacts. 
However, due to the large number of residential sites allocated there is likely to be an 
increase in private vehicle use in the predominately rural Districts, as public transport is 
likely to be less attractive in these areas. Therefore, cumulative significant positive effects 

Positive 
impacts 
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are not predicted. The site allocations are broadly and proportionately focused within the 
District’s most sustainable settlements with access to public transport. 
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10. Conclusions and Recommendations 

10.1 Introduction 

This section explores the overall impacts of the Plan’s policy content and site allocations. This includes 
strategic policy, thematic policy and the allocation of sites. 

This section draws upon the cumulative assessment of all of the above parts of the Plan. With this in mind, it 
can be representative of the sustainability of the Plan as a whole. Impacts are identified for each of this SA’s 
Sustainability Objectives, which have been identified as relevant to the Districts’ characteristics, and also the 
context of the Plan that this SA appraises. Recommendations are also made within this section. 

10.1.1 Health and well-being 

Policy Content Site Allocations 

Significantly positive impacts Positive impacts 

• The Plan’s strategic and infrastructure policies will have cumulative positive impacts on 
infrastructure delivery. In addition to the principle of infrastructure delivery to support growth, 
there will be further significant positive cumulative impacts regarding health and social inclusion, 
and also minor positive implications regarding sustainable travel solutions within new 
developments. 

• Although the Plan can not ensure that new healthcare facilities are delivered in new 
developments, the Plan’s Housing Spatial Distribution, in accumulation with the methodology in 
the settlement hierarchy, can ensure that there are positive effects on enabling access to existing 
health facilities and social care services. Development is broadly and proportionately focused 
within the Districts’ most sustainable settlements with existing services and facilities. The Plan’s 
site selection methodology demonstrates that the broad sustainability of existing settlements has 
been a significant consideration in the selection of sites -. 

• The Plan’s policies can be expected to have significant positive overall effects through those 
policies related to access to the open countryside, the protection of AONBs and also tourism and 
leisure. These policies ensure that open and natural space is protected in the first instance and 
provided to support new developments. 

• The Districts are largely rural, with access to services a key sustainability issue for many existing 
residents. Some of the Plan’s allocations are distanced to services and sustainable transport 
nodes however are focused in / on the periphery of existing settlements across the settlement 
hierarchy. The Plan’s infrastructure, transport and design policies however can be expected to 
have positive cumulative impacts on health, albeit indirectly, through incorporating walking and 
cycling networks in new development and also ensuring that recreational, sports provision and 
open space is included.  

• At the ‘whole Plan level’ it should be considered that in line with the Plan’s distribution of growth, 
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as per the Housing Spatial Distribution and supporting locational criteria for employment 
development, development is broadly and proportionately focused within the District’s most 
sustainable settlements with existing services and facilities. This ensures positive impacts. The 
Plan’s site selection methodology (which consists of the SHELAA and IDP/settlement 
distribution, among other documents) ) and settlement hierarchy review demonstrates that the 
sustainability of existing settlements has been a significant consideration in the selection of sites 
and the broad distribution of growth.  

10.1.2 Education & skills 

Policy Content Site Allocations 

Positive impacts Uncertain / possible positive impacts 

• It is possible that negative cumulative impacts in relation to school capacities may occur for a 
number of settlements as a result of the Plan’s site allocations and generally as a result of Plan-
level growth. For the above reasons, impacts are identified as uncertain at this stage, with 
positive impacts identified should school expansion or new school provision be forthcoming as a 
result of the Plan. This assessment will be updated once the Plan’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan 
(IDP) has been finalised. . 

• At the ‘whole Plan level’ uncertain to positive impacts should be identified to reflect differing 
impacts over the Plan period. The level of growth within the Plan, and the broad distribution of 
housing allocations ensure that school capacities will inevitably be affected. Their provision 
however, is subject to commissioning at the County level, and not specifically within the remit of 
the Plan. The Plan’s level of growth and educational requirements espoused in Strategic Policy 
ensures that relevant thresholds are met for primary and secondary schools to be provided to 
serve new developments.  

10.1.3 Poverty and social exclusion 

Policy Content Site Allocations 

Significantly positive impacts Significantly positive impacts 

• The Plan’s strategic policies will have cumulative positive impacts regarding housing, 
employment, sustainable travel, accessibility, health and social inclusion, infrastructure delivery 
and education and skills. The Plan ensures that rural and urban poverty can be addressed 
across a wide range of themes, including barriers to services, access to employment and 
ensuring a range of homes to meet the needs of various demographics. 

•  Although detailed effects are more appropriately identified at the local level, the Plan’s Housing 
Spatial Distribution, site allocations and policies surrounding new growth can be considered wide 
reaching to a large amount of settlements within the settlement hierarchy, contributing towards 
addressing issues of poverty and social exclusion.  
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10.1.4 Housing 

Policy Content Site Allocations 

Significantly positive impacts Significantly positive impacts 

• The Plan’s strategic policies identify an intention for OAN to be met within the Plan period, and 
this level of growth is supported by a Housing Spatial Distribution and site allocations that enable 
the benefits of growth to be realised within a wider range of settlements within strategic transport 
corridors. This reflects where people live.  

• Additionally, the local housing policies ensure that the housing needs of a wide variety of 
demographics can be met, including a 35% affordable housing requirement on developments of 
a qualifying size in both urban and rural areas. This ensures significant positive effects on 
ensuring that the housing needs of the whole community are met. 

10.1.5 Water quality and resources 

Policy Content Site Allocations 

Uncertain impacts Uncertain impacts 

• Notionally, the Plan’s Strategic Policies will have a small degree of positive effect on water 
related sustainability criteria through a managed approach to addressing resources and a plan-
led approach to identifying required infrastructure. At the local level, Policy LP23 ensures that all 
residential developments are encouraged to achieve 100 litres per person per day. This is in 
addition to criteria 1.c in accordance with a recommendation from Anglia Water. Uncertainty 
cumulative effects exist however in regard to water resource capacity, which may need further 
investigation through phasing growth with water recycling infrastructure improvements. There are 
capacity issues at Stowmarket Water Recycling Centre. Recent data suggests the Water 
Recycling Centre (WRC) is at 90% of its permitted capacity, so there is limited room to take on 
any additional growth and development. In addition, there are also capacity issues at Hadleigh 
WRC which is at 95% of its permitted capacity. It is therefore recommended that a Water Cycle 
Study (WCS) is undertaken to accompany the Plan.  

• Many of the Plan’s site allocations are in Groundwater Source Protection Zones. Any 
development on these sites would need to ensure that they would not cause any negative water 
quality effects related to the potential pollution of ground water (e.g. give rise to hazardous 
substances such as pesticides, oils, petrol and diesel, solvents, arsenic, mercury or chromium 
VI; or non-hazardous substances such as ammonia or nitrates). Pollution control policies within 
the Plan exist to identify effects and these can be addressed at the planning application stage to 
ensure that no negative effects on water quality would be experienced. 

• Additionally, multiple site allocations are in close proximity to water bodies, and thus identified 
effects are precautionary at this stage until assessments are undertaken if needed at any 
forthcoming planning application stage and subject to consultation with the Environment Agency. 
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10.1.6 Air quality and noise 

Policy Content Site Allocations 

Positive impacts Neutral impacts 

• The settlement hierarchy in conjunction with the Plan’s housing spatial distribution can be 
expected to ensure that effects on localised air quality is minimised by ensuring homes are 
located in close proximity to services and facilities. This is supported through local policies, such 
as LP29. There will therefore be positive cumulative effects on air quality. 

• Policy LP16 seeks to prevent/reduce all forms of possible pollution stating that the Policy will 
seek to ‘prevent, or where not practicable, reduce all forms of possible pollution including, but not 
limited to; air, land, ground and surface water, odour, noise, light and any other general amenity.’  
Policy LP24 requires new development to protect the health and amenity of occupiers and 
surrounding uses by avoiding development that is overlooking, overbearing, results in a loss of 
daylight, and/or unacceptable levels of light pollution, noise, vibration, odour, emissions and dust; 
including any other amenity issues. This will ensure minor positive cumulative effects. 

• The Plan’s focus on distributing growth to the Plan area’s strategic transport corridors may have 
a cumulative negative effect on localised air quality, should this lead to an increase in car usage 
however. In addition, a number of site allocations are in close proximity to A-roads, which may 
require air quality mitigation to be incorporated into schemes. The site allocations have however 
been assessed as having overall neutral impacts, in reflection of the site policies and the general 
local environmental development management p[policies of the Plan. 

10.1.7 Soil and mineral resources 

Policy Content Site Allocations 

Positive impacts Neutral impacts 

• The Plan’s Policies actively share a common theme in prioritising growth to brownfield land 
where appropriate. There will be significantly positive cumulative effects on making the best use 
of land in the Districts. 

• A large number of the site allocations in the Plan are located within areas of grade 2 agricultural 
land and so the development of these sites can have detrimental impacts on the availability of 
fertile land for agricultural purposes (which represent the highest quality in the Districts). Despite 
this, impacts are not widespread on a holistic plan level and effects can be considered summarily 
neutral. 

• It is inevitable that the Plan’s housing needs and spatial distribution will ensure that Greenfield 
and current agricultural land is developed, however with a focus on existing settlement 
expansion. Cumulatively, the Plan’s policies ensure that only minimal unplanned growth would 
be forthcoming in the countryside to meet small and identified needs, such as rural exception 
sites and those related to small clusters near settlement boundaries. 
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10.1.8 Waste management 

Policy Content Site Allocations 

Positive impacts Uncertain to negative impacts 

• The Plan’s Policy SP10 will have a small degree of positive effect on reducing residential and 
commercial & industrial waste generated through encouraging and supporting new development 
that reduces waste and reduces/re-uses existing resources. Impacts are not considered 
significant from this Policy in isolation. No other Plan policies are assessed as having any 
significant effects in this regard and so significant impacts are not identifiable. 

• The Plan’s level of growth, reflected in part to the site allocations will ensure that more waste is 
generated per head than baseline ‘pre-Plan’ conditions. This is an inevitability, however 
uncertain to negative effects have been identified as a result. It should be noted however, that at 
the ‘whole Plan level’ overall effects can be expected to be neutral in line with Policy SP10 and 
behavioural change. 

10.1.9 Climate change 

Policy Content Site Allocations 

Significantly Positive impacts Uncertain to negative impacts 

• Any increase in growth can be expected to increase emissions, and the Plan area is faced with 
high levels of housing needs. There is therefore an inevitable level of negative effect resulting 
from all and any development. There will be no direct cumulative impacts on this objective 
resulting from any of the Plan’s allocations, however overall negative impacts can be expected 
through the Plan’s allocations, which although are located in order to minimise transport 
distances (and emissions) by focusing development in sustainable existing settlements, are 
largely located within strategic transport corridors which may lead to private car use being 
attractive. Without any firm evidence to suggest that new residents would not use private cars in 
such locations, impacts are identified as uncertain to negative overall. 

• Despite this, Policy SP10 of the Plan’s strategic policies seeks to encourage and support 
innovative and proactive approaches to design and opportunities to deliver decentralised energy 
systems powered by a renewable or low carbon source and associated infrastructure, including 
community-led initiatives. This is supported by local policies regarding Sustainable Construction 
and Design; Design and Residential Amenity; and Alternative Energy Sources, Storage and 
Distribution. All of these policies together with those related to sustainable transport; ensure 
significant cumulative effects on ensuring that emissions can be reduced per head. The Plan 
sets out solutions to deal with an increase in population in Babergh & Mid Suffolk, by further 
ensuring that development primarily is well related to existing settlements and public transport.   
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10.1.10 Flood risk 

Policy Content Site Allocations 

Significantly positive impacts Positive impacts 

• Policy SP10 seeks to minimise the risk of flooding through requiring a sequential risk-based 
approach taking into account future-proofing measures for impacts of climate change from major 
developments. Policy LP26 supports this stance at the local level and applicable to smaller 
schemes, ensuring significant positive effects on minimising flood risk. 

• Some site allocations are partially within flood risk zones 2 and 3, however not to the extent that 
a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Part 2 would be required. Sites that would qualify for such as 
an assessment were sieved out of the selection process within the SHELAA. Multiple sites 
allocated within the same stretch or area of flood zone, have the potential to result in negative 
cumulative impacts on flooding within Babergh and Mid Suffolk. Despite the existence of some 
sites within such flood zone areas, the majority are located in differing areas of flood risk and so 
any cumulative impacts are unlikely. Site specific policy exists within the Plan to ensure no 
allocated sites would be permitted that would experience any risk from flooding.  

• At the ‘whole Plan level’ there will be significantly positive impacts associated with this objective. 
The Plan’s polices suitably support and express national requirements surrounding minimising 
the risk of flooding and the Plan’s allocations avoid Flood Risk Zones 2 and 3 in the first instance 
as per the Plan’s site selection methodology. 

10.1.11 Biodiversity and geodiversity 

Policy Content Site Allocations 

Positive impacts Positive impacts 

• The Plan’s infrastructure policies, both strategic and local ensure that effects on Habitats Sites 
from recreational pressure can be mitigated. Recreational pressure is identified as a potential 
source of harm to Habitats Sites in and around the Plan area. The provision of new open space 
can alleviate pressure on Habitats Sites by redirecting recreational uses away from them. There 
will be positive effects as a result of Policy LP28 and significant cumulative effects are possible in 
accumulation with the Suffolk Coast RAMS. Cumulative positive effects are therefore highlighted 
in regard to recreational pressure. 

• The Plan’s policies generally seek to ensure neutral effects cumulatively in regard to protecting 
other nature conservation designations. The Plan seeks to direct growth away from such areas; 
however the level of growth could lead to increased visitor pressure on their condition. Policy 
LP17 seeks to protect and enhance biodiversity and states that development proposals will be 
supported where: “They maintain and contribute to the enhancement of biodiversity and 
geological conservation interests including Priority habitats and species. Enhancement for 
biodiversity should be commensurate with the scale of development. For example, such 
enhancement could include watercourse improvements to benefit biodiversity and improve water 
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quality, habitat creation, wildlife links (including as part of green or blue infrastructure) and 
building design which creates wildlife habitat (e.g. green roofs, hedgehog friendly fencing, bird, 
insect and/or bat boxes) relevant to local conservation priorities.” Cumulatively, the effects of the 
Plan’s policies are positive. 

• The specific effects on biodiversity are difficult to quantify at the strategic level. Some sites that 
area allocated within the Plan are in close proximity to designated sites for nature conservation 
however there is no direct loss in any instance. It is possible that negative impacts on their 
condition, through increased visitor numbers and footfall, could occur. Despite this, site specific 
policy exists that seek to ensure there are no effects on local designations or protected species 
on site. Requirements for ecological assessments at the planning application stage will 
determine whether the site allocations are permissible.   

10.1.12 The Historic environment 

Policy Content Site Allocations 

Positive impacts Uncertain impacts 

• Policy LP20 requires that all designated and non-designated heritage assets must be preserved, 
enhanced or conserved in accordance with statutory tests and their significance. The Policy also 
includes support for re-use/redevelopment of heritage assets, including buildings at risk, which 
may reduce the amount of derelict, degraded and underused land and may also enhance the 
viability and vitality of the Districts’ historic centres. Despite this, the level of growth directed to 
the Plan area’s historic settlements, coupled with a strong focus on the tourism potential of such 
areas, impacts on these areas will be assessed on a case by case basis.  

• As can be expected given the historic nature of the District’s existing settlements and rural 
hinterlands, sites have been identified for allocation that could have negative impacts on heritage 
assets or their setting. The assessment on heritage impact is based on known designated 
heritage assets. Accordingly should assets be identified through the course of allocations or in 
determining applications, appropriate consideration should be given to the impact of a proposal 
on the significance of any heritage assets affected, including any contribution made by their 
setting, to ensure heritage assets are preserved, enhanced or conserved in accordance with 
statutory tests and their significance. As previously mentioned, the appraisals of sites within this 
SA has been undertaken using a consistent, ‘policy off’ methodology. 

10.1.13 Landscapes and townscapes 

Policy Content Site Allocations 

Positive impacts Uncertain impacts 

• The Plan’s policies can be expected to notionally have positive impacts in regard to landscape 
through protection and enhancement. Despite protection being included within the Plan however, 
there is more Greenfield Sites than brownfield land, with many Greenfield sites being allocated 
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within the Plan. As such, there can be expected to have some degree of uncertain impacts on 
the landscape overall. 

• The Plan’s policies will have cumulative positive impacts on townscape with the Plan’s design 
policies ensuring significantly positive cumulative impacts on townscape and landscape. The 
Plan includes extensive policy regarding the protection of landscapes and additionally the Plan 
ensures a general restriction of development in the countryside and rural areas. 

• A number of the Plan’s site allocations are located in areas which have either a moderate to high 
or relatively high sensitivity to change. The cumulative impacts of this are hard to identify with 
any accuracy, pending the precise details of individual forthcoming proposals and adherence to 
Plan policy, however negative impacts cannot be ruled out at this stage. 

• The Plan as a whole will have generally uncertain impacts on landscape associated with the 
level of growth required and the sensitivity of landscapes within the Plan area. The site 
assessments within the SA were undertaken with a ‘policy off’ nature and without any 
consideration of specific proposals in order to be consistent and fair; they do not reflect the fact 
that many impacts can be minimised through effective design and layouts. The Plan can be seen 
to strongly seek to avoid landscape impacts through necessary policy approaches. 

10.1.14 Economic growth 

Policy Content Site Allocations 

Significantly positive impacts No impacts 

• The Plan policies do not identify any new employment land for allocation, instead they reflect the 
evidence of the Lichfields Sector Needs Assessment (2018), which forecasts that existing supply 
is sufficient to meet baseline objectively assessed need over the plan period. The Plan Policies 
focus on safeguarding and improving existing businesses, allowing them to grow in response to 
market sector conditions and set policy parameters that ensure the deliverability of any 
forthcoming schemes. This sets the best possible environment to promote growth in key sectors 
through an approach of safeguarding strategic employment sites and EZs and supporting growth 
/ expansion on strategic employment sites and in transport corridors. Cumulative impacts on 
business development are therefore significantly positive. 

10.1.15 Town centre vitality and viability 

Policy Content Site Allocations 

Significantly positive impacts Significantly positive impacts 

• Plan’s Policies can be expected to cumulatively increase the range of employment opportunities 
within towns by improving premises options and the quality of premises, including a support for 
their expansion. Policy seeks to direct retail and leisure uses to town / district centres and does 
not support out of centre retail and leisure development. This is particularly ensured through 
Policy SP06 – Retail and Leisure and also local Policy LP13 – Retail and Town Centres. Policy 
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allows for a mix of uses within town centres (subject to restrictions) which should ensure both an 
increased footfall and also benefits to both day and night economies. 

• The Plan’s allocations can also be seen to have significant positive effects through being located 
within or adjoining existing settlements. This can be considered to boost the vitality and viability 
of town centres, through increasing footfalls. 

10.1.16 Sustainable travel 

Policy Content Site Allocations 

Positive impacts Positive impacts 

• The Plan’s Housing Spatial Distribution, in accumulation with the methodology in the settlement 
hierarchy, can ensure that there are positive effects on ensuring access to jobs, services and 
facilities in walking / cycling distances. Specific policy also exists within the Plan that ensures 
sustainable transport improvements, which are further supported by infrastructure policies. 
Despite this, cumulatively significant positive effects are not predicted as the Plan directs growth 
to the Plan area’s strategic transport corridors, which may lead to private vehicle use being more 
attractive than public transport, walking and cycling.  

• In line with the Plan’s distribution of growth, the site allocations are broadly and proportionately 
focused within the District’s most sustainable settlements with existing sustainable transport 
links. Additionally, they are focused within those lower order settlements that are located within 
the Plan area’s strategic transport corridors. Many of the Plan’s allocations are peripheral, and 
are distanced from some services; however focusing development to the most sustainable 
existing settlements in the first instance affords minor positive impacts based on an assumption 
that supporting infrastructure would be provided in line with Policy requirements. As per the 
effects highlighted for the Plan’s policy content, cumulatively significant positive effects are not 
predicted as the Plan directs growth to the Plan area’s strategic transport corridors, which may 
lead to private vehicle use being more attractive than public transport, walking and cycling. 

10.3 Recommendations made throughout the SA 

The following recommendations have been made for specific plan policies: 

• The assessment of Policy LP14 acknowledges that the Policy supports the tourism economy in 
the District and requires new tourism attractions and facilities to provide benefits to the residents 
of the Districts. The appraisal of the Policy identifies a recommendation that the Policy make 
reference to a need to identify and protect sites, features and areas of archaeological value, 
which could be of value to the leisure and tourism industry. 

• In the assessment of Policy LP17, it was recommended that the Policy or supporting text could 
reference the ecosystem benefits provided by biodiversity and the potential for developments to 
use biodiversity to reduce vulnerability and increase resilience to extreme weather events and 
flooding which may be caused by climate change e.g. through SuDS, green roofs, etc. Further, it 
was recommended that the Policy cover the potential for SuDS biodiversity gains to maximise 
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potential benefits. 

• Policy LP18 aims to protect the distinctiveness of landscapes across the Districts.  Without a 
local policy, landscapes which may be important at the local level and which are undesignated 
could be harmed by development. Within the appraisal of the Policy, it was recommended that 
the Policy make the link between landscape and archaeological value, reflecting historical 
landscapes. 

• Policy LP23 seeks to encourage the use of sustainable design and construction methods, which 
will reduce carbon emissions in the construction and operation of new development; reduce 
water consumption in the operational phase of the building; and encourage use of recycled 
materials which will conserve resources.  The appraisal of the Policy includes the 
recommendation that the Policy or supporting text include details regarding extremes of winter 
and summer temperatures, which would include the need for shading. 

• The appraisal of Policy LP29 identifies that the policy does not explore opportunities for shared 
community use and co-location of services and a discussion of the smart use of community 
facilities to provide more than one service would strengthen this policy. It is recommended that 
Policy LP29 includes an additional criterion which discusses shared community use and co-
location of services. 

• Policy LA005 - It is recommended that the Policy expand upon the ‘Health’ & ‘Transport’ criterion 
in order to further address the effects of traffic congestion and air quality. 

• Policy LA016 - It is recommended that the Policy should provide further guidance due to the 
scale and location of the proposed residential site. 

• Policy LA020 - The Policy considers many of the potential negative / uncertain effects highlighted 
within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. It is, however; recommended that some mention of 
the nearby conservation area is included within the Policy. 

• Policy LA035 - It is recommended that the Policy includes details regarding flood risk mitigation. 

• Policy LA049 - It is recommended that the Policy includes details regarding flood risk mitigation. 
The policy should also give mention to the PROW on site. 

• Policy LA056 - It is recommended that the Policy includes details regarding flood risk mitigation. 

• Policy LA058 - It is recommended that the Policy includes details regarding flood risk mitigation. 

• Policy LA073 - It is recommended that the Policy includes details regarding flood risk mitigation. 

• Policy LA074 - It is recommended that the Policy provide suitable mitigation for the impacts on 
the townscape and landscape of the area. The site is also partially within flood risk zone 2, which 
would require mitigation. 

• Policy LA081 - It is recommended that the Policy includes details regarding flood risk mitigation. 

• Policy LA083 - It is recommended that the Policy includes details regarding flood risk mitigation. 

• Policy LA085 - It is recommended that the Policy include details regarding the protection of the 
areas townscape/landscape 

• Policy LA088 - It is recommended that the Policy provide suitable mitigation for the impacts on 
the townscape and landscape of the area. 
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• Policy LA090 - It is recommended that the Policy provide suitable mitigation for the impacts on 
the townscape and landscape of the area. 

• Policy LA094 - It is recommended that the Policy include details regarding the protection of the 
areas townscape/landscape 

• Policy LA100 - It is recommended that the Policy include details regarding the protection of the 
area’s townscape/landscape due to its sensitivity. 

The following general recommendations are made within the SA: 

• It is recommended that a Water Cycle Study (WCS) is undertaken to accompany the Plan to 
address issues surrounding water recycling capacity issues at Stowmarket WRC and Hadleigh 
WRC.  

10.4 Possible Transboundary Effects 

The allocation of sites for development within Babergh and Mid Suffolk will result in Norfolk, West Suffolk, 
Suffolk Coastal and North Essex boundaries being affected as a high level of growth is being proposed in 
neighbouring authorities.  
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11. Consultation and Next Steps 
In accordance with regulations (12)5 and 6 of the SEA regulations 2004, this SA Report will be subjected to a 5 
week consultation. There are three statutory consultees that are required to be consulted for all Sustainability 
Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment documents. These are: 

• The Environment Agency; 

• Natural England; and 

• Historic England. 

In addition to these, consultation will seek to engage the wider community in order to encompass 
comprehensive, early and effective public engagement. Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Council may 
additionally wish to invite comments from focussed groups, relevant stakeholders and interested parties.  

Please check the Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Council Joint Local Plan website for more information, and 
direction to the relevant consultation portal. 
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12. Monitoring 
The significant sustainability effects of implementing a Local Plan must be monitored in order to identify 
unforeseen adverse effects and to be able to undertake appropriate remedial action.  The Framework 
contained in Annex A of this Report includes suggested indicators in order to monitor each of the Sustainability 
Issue(s), however these may not all be collected due to limited resources and difficulty in data availability or 
collection. 

Guidance stipulates that it is not necessary to monitor everything included within the Framework, but that 
monitoring should focus on significant sustainability effects, e.g. those that indicate a likely breach of 
international, national or local legislation, that may give rise to irreversible damage or where there is uncertainty 
and monitoring would enable preventative or mitigation measures to be taken. 

Upon adoption, Local Plans will be accompanied by an Adoption Statement which will outline those monitoring 
indicators most appropriate for future monitoring of the Plan in line with Regulation 16 of the Environmental 
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. 
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Appendix 1: Reasons for Selection / Rejection of 
Options 

Policies and Alternatives and Reasons for Selection / Rejection 

Strategic and Local Policies 

The following table sets out the reasons for selecting each Policy approach in light of the alternatives, and the 
reasons for rejecting those alternatives dealt with. 

Policy Reason for Selection / 
Progression 

Alternative Reason for Rejection 

SP01 The Policy will ensure 
significantly positive short-
long term effects on meeting 
housing needs and ensuring 
delivery. This is further 
supported by commitments 
to a Plan review every 5 
years.  

No alternative options are put 
forward at this stage, as there is 
no evidence to suggest that the 
housing requirement should be 
set at any level other than the 
local housing need figure.  

N/A 

SP02 The Policy approach is 
progressed as it enables 
affordable housing delivery 
throughout both urban and 
rural areas. The policy is 
also flexible, in ensuring that 
viability be a consideration 
should any exception be 
required and affect 
deliverability.  

ALT1: A lower than the on-site 
affordable housing need 
requirement to the SHMA level. 

It should be noted that many of the 
sustainability criteria used to assess the 
Policy and alternative options are 
concerned with effects that are not 
identifiable of a strategic policy and 
effects are considered more relevant at 
the individual site level.   

SP03 The Policy enables growth to 
be directed to where people 
live across a wide range of 
higher-lower order 
settlements. The settlement 
hierarchy review has been 
based on the quantitative 
level of services and facilities 
in broad areas of 
settlements, allowing growth 
to be distributed to the 

ALT1: A review of settlements 
based upon recognising key 
facilities/ services only 

ALT2: A review of settlements 
based upon the population or 
size of settlements. 

ALT3: An extended criteria 
range of services and facilities.  

The option of drafting a settlement 
hierarchy simply according to 
measurement of rural settlement size of 
population or existing housing stock 
(ALT2), is considered too simplistic an 
approach and many rural settlements of 
a significant size could be 
misrepresented if they do not have good 
access to key services and facilities. An 
extended criteria range of services and 
facilities (ALT3) also represents a 
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Policy Reason for Selection / 
Progression 

Alternative Reason for Rejection 

Districts’ most sustainable 
areas.   

disproportionate approach, as this would 
be unlikely to distinguish any significantly 
greater sustainability characteristics.   

SP04 The spatial distribution of 
housing set out in the Plan 
seeks to secure a balance to 
growth in the strategic 
transport corridor areas, as 
well as ensuring that other 
market towns and rural 
communities benefit from 
appropriate growth.  

ALT1: A new settlement. 

ALT2: Focussed growth in 
Ipswich and Market Towns. 

The effects of the Policy can be 
considered more positive than the other 
options as there will be a higher level of 
dispersal, ensuring benefits are more 
widely experienced across the Plan area 
and focused on where people live.   

SP05 The Policy does not identify 
any new employment land, 
instead reflecting the 
evidence of the Lichfields 
Sector Needs Assessment 
(2018), which forecasts that 
existing supply is sufficient to 
meet baseline objectively 
assessed need over the plan 
period. The Policy focuses 
on safeguarding and 
improving existing 
businesses, allowing them to 
grow in response to market 
sector conditions.  

No alternative options have 
been identified for assessment 
at this stage as none can be 
considered reasonable on the 
basis of the supporting 
evidence on the projected 
economic growth combined with 
the current land supply baseline 
position.  

N/A 

SP06 The Policy seeks to restrict 
out of centre retail 
development. The Plan 
states that retail and leisure 
development will be directed 
sequentially to the towns in 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk and 
to the core and hinterland 
villages as defined in the 
settlement hierarchy.  

The Policy approach is based 
upon evidence which is 
considered in accordance with 
the NPPF and is also relevant 
to local circumstances. 
Therefore, no alternative 
strategic options are considered 
reasonable.  

N/A 

SP07 The Policy recognises the 
strategic importance of the 
tourism sector within the 

No alternative strategic options 
are considered reasonable.  

N/A 
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Policy Reason for Selection / 
Progression 

Alternative Reason for Rejection 

Plan area, and as such a 
strategy is included.  

SP08 The Plan includes a strategic 
infrastructure policy to 
manage infrastructure 
provision in the locality. This 
supplements the NPPF, 
addressing issues of 
cumulative growth and 
education provision.  

No alternative strategic options 
are considered reasonable.  

N/A 

SP09 The non-inclusion of this 
Policy would not mean that 
the RAMS is not applicable 
to the Plan area, and as a 
result there would be no 
difference in effects resulting 
from its inclusion or its 
omission.  

No alternative strategic options 
are considered reasonable.  

N/A 

SP10 The Policy consolidated a 
strategic approach to 
addressing climate change.  

No alternative strategic options 
are considered reasonable.  

N/A 

 

Alternative sites 

The following table contains the alternative site allocations for the Plan. 

Site Allocation Site Location Recommendation 
ALT01 Land west of Brantham Hill, Brantham The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 

highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made. 

ALT02 Land north of Church Road and east of Wyverstone Road, 
Bacton 

The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT03 Land north of Low Road, Debenham The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT04 Land north of Gracechurch Street, Debenham The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT05 Land to the west of Fishponds Way, Haughley The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 
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ALT06 Land west of London Road, Copdock The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT07 Land east of Frog Hall Lane, Hadleigh 
 

The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT08 Land to the north east of Pond Hall Lane, Hadleigh The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT09 Land west of Aldham Mill Hill and east of Gallows Hill, 
Hadleigh 

The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT10 Land north of Red Hill Road/Malyon Road, Hadleigh The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT11 Land south-east of Benton Street, Hadleigh The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT12 Angel Court, Angel Street, Hadleigh The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT13 Land east of Loraine Way, Sproughton The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT14 Land south of Davidson Close, Sudbury The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT15 Land west of Ballingdon Hill and south of Sandy Lane, 
Sudbury 

The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT16 Land north of Newton Road, Sudbury The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT17 Land north of Sproughton Road, Sproughton The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT18 Land to the west of Hadleigh Road, Sproughton The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT19 Elm Road/Chilton Lodge Road, Sudbury 
 

The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT20 Land north of Barking Road, Needham Market 
 

The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT21 Land south west of Stowmarket Road, Needham Market 
 

The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT22 Land south of Gipping Road, Great Blakenham 
 

The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT23 Land south of Ash Plough and west of Queen Street, 
Stradbroke 
 

The Policy considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT24 Land east of Barking Road, Needham Market The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT25 Land to the east of Queen Street, Stradbroke 
 

The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 
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ALT26 Land to the east of Queen Street, Stradbroke  The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT27 Second Avenue (Garages), Sudbury The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT28 Land south of Church Road, Bacton The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT29 Land west of Old Ipswich Road, Claydon The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 

ALT30 Land to the north of Station Road, Haughley The SA considers all of the potential negative / uncertain effects 
highlighted within the ‘Policy-off’ assessment of the site. No 
recommendations are therefore made 
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Appendix 2: Consultation Responses 

Scoping Report, 2019 

The following comments were made on the updated SA Scoping Report through its consultation in 2019. 
Comments were sought from the statutory consultees for Sustainability Appraisal (Historic England, the 
Environment Agency and Natural England). This ensured early and effective wide-ranging engagement within 
the SA process.  Some minor amendments have been made to the content of the SA moving forward in light of 
the comments (see table below) and some may be actioned at the Regulation 19 stage. 

 

 

Number/ 
Respondent 

Representation 
Response/ Action 

Environment 

Agency 

We recommend that the following is added in the section of the 

table titled “National Plans and Programmes”: 

• “Guidance on insurance and planning in Flood Risk Areas 

for Local Planning Authorities in England: Association of 

British Insurers/National Flood Forum”, 2013 

• Environment Act, 1995 

• “Adapting to Climate Change: A guide for local councils” – 

DEFRA 2010 

• “UKCP18 Science Overview: Executive Summary” – Met 

Office, January 2019 

• “The National Flood and Coastal Erosion Management 

Strategy for England” – DEFRA/Environment Agency, 

October 2017 

• “Natural Flood Management – Working with Natural 

Processes” – DEFRA/Environment Agency, October 2017 

• “Anglian river basin district: Flood Risk Management Plan 

2015-21” - Parts A to C, SEA and Habitats Regs 

Assessment (Environment Agency 2016) 

• “Suffolk Local Flood Risk Management Strategy”, 2012 

• “Essex and South Suffolk Shoreline Management Plan” - 

Environment Agency, 2010 

• “East Suffolk Catchment Flood Management Plan” - 

Environment Agency, 2009 

• Great Ouse Catchment Flood Management Plan” - 

These Plans and Programmes will 

be added to the relevant 

contextual review section of the 

SA. 

Table 15: Comments received from Scoping Report consultation 
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Environment Agency, 2011 

• North Essex Catchment Flood Management Plan - 

Environment Agency, 2009 

• “Broadland Rivers Catchment Flood Management Plan” - 

Environment Agency, 2009 

• “Sudbury and Great Cornard Surface Water Management 

Plan” - Suffolk County Council/BMT Ltd, February 2019 

• “Babergh District Council Level 1 and Level 2 Strategic 

Flood Risk Assessment”, 2009 

• Mid Suffolk District Council Level 1 Strategic Flood Risk 

Assessment, 2008 

• Babergh District Council Water Cycle Study, 2011 

• Suffolk County Council Preliminary Flood Risk 

Assessment (2011) and update (2017) 

• “Adapting to climate change: A guide for local councils” – 

DEFRA, 2010 

• “UKCP18 Science Overview: Executive Summary” – Met 

Office, January 2019 

• “The National Flood & Coastal Erosion Risk Management 

Strategy for England” – DEFRA/Environment Agency, 

September 2011 

3.3.7 – Biodiversity 

We would recommend that this section is enhanced as it is not fully 

effective in the current environmental and climate emergency. This 

section should make reference to the need within Babergh and Mid 

Suffolk for a network of high quality habitats in the wider 

countryside supporting populations of birds, native mammals, 

invertebrates and plants and that these habitats are vital in their 

own right and for the ecosystem services they provide for the 

districts. The range of ecosystem services nature provides should 

be specifically outlined. Reference also should be made to ensure 

existing and new habitats are connected to enable wildlife to move 

through the districts and is able to adapt to the changing climate. 

Reference needs to made to all designated sites and the wider 

countryside being enhanced by any development proposals (and 

that any damage to existing sites is not acceptable) as part of the 

requirement to ensure development delivers a net gain in 

biodiversity. 

The SA at the Regulation 18 stage 

will focus on making suitable 

recommendations regarding high 

quality habitats where relevant. 

3.3.8 – Landscapes The SA at the Regulation 18 stage 
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This section should be enhanced by specifically making reference 

to the requirement to protect, enhance, and restore both protected 

and non-designated landscapes. 

Landscapes in Babergh and Mid Suffolk have suffered significant 

damage in the last 70 years as a result of agricultural intensification 

and the resultant simplification of the farmed landscape. This has 

been through the effective loss of mixed farming systems and 

increases in field sizes with associated loss of hedgerows, 

woodland and farm ponds. Reference needs to be made to the 

crucial role development can play in enhancing and restoring 

landscapes both within and outside protected landscapes. 

will focus on making suitable 

recommendations regarding the 

crucial role development can play 

in enhancing and restoring 

landscapes both within and 

outside protected landscapes 

habitats where relevant. 

3.3.9 - Water Environment 

More detail should be provided in this section. Specific reference 

should be made to the water resource issues that apply to Babergh 

and Mid Suffolk in terms of current and future water availability and 

how vital water efficiency measures will be in any new housing and 

industrial development as the population grows and our climate 

continues to change. Water efficiency should be encouraged in 

existing homes and businesses. 

In regards to the Water Framework Directive (WFD), it should be 

made clear that all public bodies are responsible for delivering the 

objectives of WFD. The text found in the Technical Appendix of this 

letter may prove useful in strengthening and clarifying this section 

of the Sustainability Appraisal. We would suggest that the 

objectives for WFD on page 45 of the Sustainability Appraisal are 

moved up to this section as this is when WFD is first mentioned. 

As always, scoping reports should also contain more local 

information on WFD. An overview of WFD waterbodies and 

RBMP2 WFD current status would be beneficial in this section. 

This section should also reference protected sites within the water 

environment such as sections of the Stour and Orwell Estuaries 

which is a SSSI and SPA under the Habitats Directive. The scoping 

report should reference the habitats directive, outline the protected 

features of the sites and their associated objectives which are more 

stringent than those for WFD. In addition, the table on page 53 in 

the “water” section, 2nd box, the Habitats directive should be 

referenced against the paragraph discussing Natural England and 

protected areas. In the segment on page 5, in section 3.2 “Policies, 

Plans and Programmes (Stage B1)”, The Habitats Directive needs 

to be listed among the other policies and plans highlighted. 

Additional baseline information will 

be added to the relevant Annex 

within the SA. 
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This section also references Alton Reservoir, but this needs to be 

expanded upon as large sections of both of these districts are 

covered by Drinking Water protected areas and Safeguard Zones. 

The Scoping report should highlight the existence of these 

protected sites and the need to safeguard these areas (particularly 

from diffuse runoff – pesticides) in order to protect the quality of 

public drinking water supply. 

Table 25: The SA Objectives 

Objective 9 “to reduce contribution to climate change” in the SA 

objectives table on page 54 has this ticked as an ‘Environmental’ 

and ‘Social’ issue only. We would suggest that the ‘Economic’ box 

is also ticked. The social and economic costs of not reducing 

climate change impact and being prepared to adapt to it are likely 

to be much higher than responsible early reduction in 

contribution/effects. This is likewise the case for objective 10 in the 

same table. 

Objective 11 “To conserve and enhance biodiversity and 

geodiversity” has a direct impact on social effects and wellbeing. It 

is difficult to separate out which environmental impacts will not 

have social and economic impacts. For this reason it may be 

beneficial to have included a statement acknowledging these are 

integrated and inseparable and in turn that care for a high quality 

environment is part of a holistic approach to ensuring a sustainable 

future for social and economic growth. 

These amendments have been 

made in the SA. 

3.3.10 – Climate and Energy 

We welcome the addition of the first bullet point in this section. 

However, as referenced in our response above, this would be 

better placed in section 3.3.9 (Water Environment). This also 

applies to the paragraphs referring to water companies, water 

supply and drought plans as well the main river map. 

These amendments have been 

made in the SA. 

Table 27: SA Framework for Assessing the Plan 

We are pleased to see on page 58 in section 6 that the objective 

has been amended to include water quality as well as water 

resources. The only improvement that should be made to enhance 

this would be to include a proposed guide question of “will it protect 

and enhance protected sites under the habitats directive”? 

This question, and the notion of 

water related impacts, is covered 

within the Biodiversity objective. 

The Plan’s HRA / AA also informs 

the SA. 

3.4.1: The Compatibility of the SA objectives 

The health/open space paragraph on page 56 should be refined as 

recreation can take many forms and some forms may be 

incompatible with some biodiversity but there can be overlap. It is 

These amendments have been 

made in the SA. 
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unlikely that any land is ‘purely for landscape use’ as most land is 

multifunctional (for example footpaths on flood storage 

reservoirs/local wildlife sites/ farmland). Recreation that might 

damage biodiversity should clearly be sited away from sensitive 

sites. 

Government policy on Biodiversity since Sir John Lawton’s ‘Making 

Space for Nature’ (2010) report is that an integrated network of 

bigger, better and more joined up wildlife sites is needed for a 

sustainable future for Britain’s biodiversity. The Sustainability 

Appraisal could be enhanced by referencing the aspiration for this 

approach to achieve a sustainable future for biodiversity in the light 

of habitat fragmentation and climate change. Current research 

suggests that the current protection of Local Wildlife Sites and 

Local Nature Reserves is not working effectively and that 

Sustainability Appraisals could go further. Essentially, habitat 

creation and enhancement is needed to create this network and it 

is important that provision is included for this. 

3.5.3 – The SA Framework for Assessing Site Options 

On page 66 in section 5 there is reference to conserving and 

enhancing water quality and resources as well as reference to 

source protection zones. This assessment should also look at the 

proximity to Surface Water Safeguard Zones as well as Source 

Protection Zones for groundwater. In addition, we would also 

advise including a site criteria for proximity to protected 

areas/conservation sites. 

These issues have been explored 

in the SA of site options.  

Historic 

England  

We welcome the list of Policies, Plans and Programmes on pp5-18 

of the report. We also suggest you include the following: 

• The Convention for the Protection of the Architectural 

Heritage of Europe 

• Ancient Monuments & Archaeological Areas Act 1979 

• Government’s statement on the Historic Environment 

• Suffolk Minerals Plan 

• Historic Environment Record 

• AONB Management Plans 

• Conservation Area Character Appraisals and 

Management Plans 

• Listed building Heritage Partnership Agreements 

These Plans and Programmes will 

be added to the relevant 

contextual review section of the 

SA. 

The historic environment is considered the most appropriate term 

to use as a topic heading as it encompasses all aspects of 

These amendments have been 

made in the SA. 
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heritage, for example the tangible heritage assets and less tangible 

cultural heritage. 

Modern convention and consistent with the NPPF is to refer to 

scheduled monuments rather than scheduled ancient monuments, 

given that a wide range and age of monuments are scheduled (eg 

p21) 

Similarly we suggest the use of the term Registered Park and 

Garden, again consistent with the NPPF. See p21 of the Scoping 

report). 

All designated heritage assets (Conservation Areas, Listed 

Buildings, Scheduled Monuments, Registered Parks and Gardens, 

Registered Battlefields, and Protected Wrecks) within the area 

should be identified. Mapping these assets provides a greater 

indication of their distribution and highlights sensitive areas. 

However the maps on p 43 are of such a scale that it is difficult to 

interpret. We suggest that these maps should be produced at A4 

for greater clarity. 

We also would expect non-designated heritage assets to be 

identified. These include, but are not confined to, locally listed 

buildings. In addition to the above, we would expect reference to 

currently unknown heritage assets, particularly sites of historic and 

archaeological interest. The unidentified heritage assets of the 

District should be acknowledged and outlined in this section. 

Identification and mapping of designated and non-designated 

heritage assets at risk can provide an indication of clusters and 

themes. 

Historic England’s Good Practice Advice Note 1 contains advice on 

other relevant sources of evidence. These include Conservation 

Area Appraisals and Management Plans, Local Lists, Historic 

Characterisation assessments and any other in-house and local 

knowledge. We recommend that these other sources of evidence 

are considered as part of the SA process. 

These amendments have been 

made in the SA. 

We broadly welcome the issues identified in the report. We would 

also suggest that other Key Sustainability Issues for the Historic 

Environment should include: 

• Conserving and enhancing designated and non-

designated heritage assets and the contribution made by 

their settings 

• Heritage assets at risk from neglect, decay, or 

development pressures; 

These amendments have been 

made in the SA. 



Page 174 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Client: 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk District 
Councils 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan 
Sustainability Appraisal  
 

 

 
 

   

 

• Areas where there is likely to be further significant loss or 

erosion of landscape/seascape/townscape character or 

quality, or where development has had or is likely to have 

significant impact (direct and or indirect) upon the historic 

environment and/or people’s enjoyment of it 

• Traffic congestion, air quality, noise pollution and other 

problems affecting the historic environment 

We would expect to see consideration of opportunities. It is 

considered that the historic environment can make a significant 

contribution to the success of development and there may be 

opportunities for the enhancement of the historic environment 

which comes from sustainable development proposals. It is 

considered that the Sustainability Appraisal should highlight these 

opportunities. 

These considerations have been 

explored in the SA in the 

assessment of Policy, sites and 

reasonable alternatives where 

relevant. 

The historic environment should be a factor when considering a 

method for the generation of alternative proposals. The impact of 

proposals on the significance of heritage assets should be taken 

into consideration at an early stage. In terms of sites, this should be 

based on more than just measuring the proximity of a potential 

allocation to heritage assets. Impacts on significance are not just 

based on distance or visual impacts, and assessment requires a 

careful judgment based on site visits and the available evidence 

base. 

At this current stage, the impacts 

on the Historic Environment 

highlighted within the SA are 

necessarily precautionary and 

recommendations exist within the 

Plan to ensure further evidence is 

gathered at the planning 

application and Plan level. 

In preparation of the forthcoming Sustainability Appraisal, we 

encourage you to draw on the knowledge of local conservation 

officers, the county archaeologist and local heritage groups. 

Input has been included from 

Place Services historic 

environment specialists in the 

identification of effects and 

recommendations. 
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Appendix 3: Quality Assurance Checklist 

Quality Assurance Checklist 

The Quality Assurance Checklist shows where in this Environment Report the requirements as set out in the 
SEA Directive (annex 1), the Quality Assurance Checklist from the Department of Communities and Local 
Government document: ‘A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive (figure 25) 
(2006)’ are covered. It shows compliance with legislation and best practice and directs to where in this Report 
the requirements are met. 

SEA Directive Requirements Where covered in this SA Environmental Report… 

General 

a) an outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan, 
and relationship with other relevant plans and 
programmes; 

Section 1 and Annex B. 

b) the relevant aspects of the current state of the 
environment and the likely evolution thereof without 
implementation of the plan; 

Sections 4.3, 4.4 and Annex A. 

c) the environmental characteristics of areas likely to be 
significantly affected; 

Sections 4.3, 4.4 and Annex A. 

d) any existing environmental problems which are 
relevant to the plan including, in particular, those relating 
to any areas of a particular environmental importance, 
such as areas designated pursuant to Directives 
79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC; 

Sections 4.3, 4.4 and Annex A. 

e) the environmental protection objectives, established at 
international, Community or national level, which are 
relevant to the plan and the way those objectives and any 
environmental considerations have been taken into 
account during its preparation; 

Section 4.2 and Annex B. 

f) the likely significant effects on the environment, 
including on issues such as biodiversity, population, 
human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic 
factors, material assets, cultural heritage including 
architectural and archaeological heritage, landscape and 
the interrelationship between the above factors (these 
effects should include secondary, cumulative, synergistic, 

Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and Appendices 1 and 2.  

Table 16: Quality Assurance Checklist 



Page 176 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Client: 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk District 
Councils 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan 
Sustainability Appraisal  
 

 

 
 

   

 

SEA Directive Requirements Where covered in this SA Environmental Report… 

short, medium and long-term, permanent and temporary, 
positive and negative impacts); 

g) the measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as 
fully as possible offset any significant adverse effects on 
the environment of implementing the plan; 

Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 (within relevant sub-sections entitled 
‘Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations’) 

h) an outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives 
dealt with, and a description of how the assessment was 
undertaken including any difficulties (such as technical 
deficiencies or lack of know-how) encountered in 
compiling the required information; 

Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 (within relevant sub-sections entitled 
‘Alternatives’) and Appendices 1, 2 and 3.  

i) a description of the measures envisaged concerning 
monitoring; 

Section 11 and Annex A (Sustainability Objectives) 

j) a non-technical summary of the information provided 
under the above headings. 

A separate Non-Technical Summary has been included. 

Objectives and context 

The plan/strategy’s purpose and objectives are made 
clear. 

Sections 1, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 

Environmental issues and constraints, including 
international and EC environmental protection objectives, 
are considered in developing objectives and targets. 

Section 4 and Annexes A and B 

SEA objectives, where used, are clearly set out and 
linked to indicators and targets as appropriate. 

Section Annex C 

Links with other related plans, programmes and policies 
are identified and explained. 

Section 4.4 and Annex B 

Conflicts that exist between SEA objectives, between 
SEA and plan objectives and between SEA objectives 
and other plan objectives are identified and described. 

Section 4.4.1  

Consultation Bodies are consulted in appropriate ways 
and at appropriate times on the content and scope of the 
Environmental Report. 

Consultation has been undertaken alongside the Plan at all 
relevant statutory stages.  

The assessment focuses on significant issues. Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 (within relevant sub-sections entitled 
‘Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects’). 
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SEA Directive Requirements Where covered in this SA Environmental Report… 

Technical, procedural and other difficulties encountered 
are discussed; assumptions and uncertainties are made 
explicit. 

Sections 4.3.14 and 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 where relevant 

Reasons are given for eliminating issues from further 
consideration. 

Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 (within relevant sub-sections entitled 
‘Alternatives considered’ and Appendices 1, 2 and 3. 

Realistic options are considered for key issues, and the 
reasons for choosing them are documented. 

Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 (within relevant sub-sections entitled 
‘Alternatives considered’ and Appendices 1, 2 and 3.  

Alternatives include ‘do minimum’ and/or ‘business as 
usual’ scenarios wherever relevant. 

Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 (within relevant sub-sections entitled 
‘Alternatives considered’ and Appendices 1, 2 and 3. 

The environmental effects (both adverse and beneficial) 
of each alternative are identified and compared. 

Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 (within relevant sub-sections entitled 
‘Alternatives considered’ and Appendices 1, 2 and 3. 

Inconsistencies between the alternatives and other 
relevant plans, programmes or policies are identified and 
explained. 

Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 (within relevant sub-sections entitled 
‘Alternatives considered’ and Appendices 1, 2 and 3. 

Baseline information 

Relevant aspects of the current state of the plan area 
(including social and economic characteristics) and their 
likely evolution without the plan are described. 

Section 4.3 and Annex A. 

Environmental characteristics of areas likely to be 
significantly affected are described, including areas wider 
than the physical boundary of the plan area where it is 
likely to be affected by the plan. 

Section 4.3 and Annex A. 

Difficulties such as deficiencies in data or methods are 
explained. 

Section 4.3.14 

Prediction and evaluation of likely significant environmental effects 

Effects identified include wider sustainability issues 
(employment, housing, transport, community cohesion, 
education etc.) in addition to the types listed in Annex 1(f) 
of the SEA Directive (biodiversity, population, human 
health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climate factors, 
material assets, cultural heritage and landscape). 

Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 (within relevant sub-sections entitled 
‘Alternatives considered’ and ‘Significant, Temporal and 
Secondary Effects’) and Appendices 1, 2 and 3. 

Both positive and negative effects are considered, and Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 (within relevant sub-sections entitled 
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SEA Directive Requirements Where covered in this SA Environmental Report… 

the duration of effects (short, medium or long-term) is 
addressed. 

‘Alternatives considered’ and ‘Significant, Temporal and 
Secondary Effects’) and Appendices 1, 2 and 3.  

Likely secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects are 
identified where practicable. 

Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 (within relevant sub-sections entitled 
‘Alternatives considered’ and ‘Significant, Temporal and 
Secondary Effects’) and Appendices 1, 2 and 3.  

Inter-relationships between effects are considered where 
practicable. 

Sections 6, 7 and 9. 

The prediction and evaluation of effects makes use of 
relevant accepted standards, regulations, and thresholds. 

Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 (within relevant sub-sections entitled 
‘Alternatives considered’ and ‘Significant, Temporal and 
Secondary Effects’) and Appendices 1, 2 and 3. Sections 
include assessment of cumulative and synergistic impacts 
and draw on the Plan’s specific evidence base and baseline 
information. 

Mitigation measures 

Measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and offset any 
significant adverse effects of implementing the plan are 
indicated. 

Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 (within relevant sub-sections entitled 
‘Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations’) and 
Section 9.3. 

Issues to be taken into account in project consents are 
identified 

Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 (within relevant sub-sections entitled 
‘Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations’) and 
Section 9.3. 

The Environmental Report 

Is clear and concise in its layout and presentation The SA is clear and concise. 

Uses simple, clear language and avoids or explains 
technical terms 

The SA uses simple, clear language and avoids or explains 
technical terms, with a non-technical summary. 

Uses maps and other illustrations where appropriate The SA uses tables and the use of colour coding / symbols to 
help identify and illustrate impacts. 

Explains the methodology used Sections 4 and 8, Appendices 1 and 2. 

Explains who was consulted and what methods of 
consultation were used 

Section 10 and Appendix 2. Additional information will be 
supplied at the relevant post-Adoption Statement stage. 
Information regarding the consultation of the SA has been 
included within the Council’s Regulation 22 Statement at the 
Submission stage. 
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SEA Directive Requirements Where covered in this SA Environmental Report… 

Consultation has been and will be undertaken alongside the 
Plan at all relevant statutory stages. The environmental 
authorities and public are to be given ‘an early and effective 
opportunity’ within appropriate time-frames to express their 
opinion. This includes the specific notification of the 
consultation documents and timeframes to those persons or 
bodies on the ‘consultation databases’ of the Council. This 
reflects those persons or bodies who have commented on the 
SA in previous consultation stages.  

Identifies sources of information, including expert 
judgement and matters of opinion 

Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and Appendix 2. 

Contains a non-technical summary covering the overall 
approach to the SEA, the objectives of the plan, the main 
options considered, and any changes to the plan resulting 
from the SEA. 

A separate Non-Technical Summary has been included. 

Consultation 

The SEA is consulted on as an integral part of the plan-
making process. 

Consultation has been and will be undertaken alongside the 
Plan at all relevant statutory stages. 

Consultation Bodies and the public likely to be affected 
by, or having an interest in, the plan or programme are 
consulted in ways and at times which give them an early 
and effective opportunity within appropriate time frames to 
express their opinions on the draft plan and 
Environmental Report. 

Consultation has been and will be undertaken alongside the 
Plan at all relevant statutory stages. The SA will be made 
available for comment in accordance with the consultation 
procedures of the Council. This includes the specific 
notification of the consultation documents and timeframes to 
those persons or bodies on the ‘consultation databases’ of the 
Council. This reflects those persons or bodies who have 
commented on the SA in previous consultation stages. 

Decision-making and information on the decision 

The environmental report and the opinions of those 
consulted are taken into account in finalising and adopting 
the plan or programme. 

Appendix 2 Consultation comments have been considered 
throughout the plan-making and SA processes, including 
those that identify new options for consideration. These have 
been factored into the SA for appraisal where relevant.  

An explanation is given of how they have been taken into 
account. 

Appendix 2 details responses and actions to individual 
consultation comments received to date. 

Reasons are given for choosing the plan as adopted, in Sections 6, 7, 8, & 9 
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SEA Directive Requirements Where covered in this SA Environmental Report… 

the light of other reasonable options considered. 

Monitoring measures 

Measures proposed for monitoring are clear, practicable 
and linked to the indicators and objectives used in the 
SEA. 

Section 11 outlines the approach to monitoring, and Annex A 
(Sustainability Framework) outlines indicators. Monitoring will 
be undertaken as part of the Council’s existing monitoring 
arrangements. A post-Adoption Statement will include more 
detailed monitoring arrangements once the Plan is adopted. 

Monitoring is used, where appropriate, during 
implementation of the plan or programme to make good 
deficiencies in baseline information in the SEA. 

The SA monitoring indicators are aligned with those of the 
Council in formulating their Annual Monitoring Report. 

Monitoring enables unforeseen adverse effects to be 
identified at an early stage. (These effects may include 
predictions which prove to be incorrect.) 

To be addressed in a post-Adoption Statement once Plans 
are adopted. 

Proposals are made for action in response to significant 
adverse effects. 

To be addressed in a post-Adoption Statement once Plans 
are adopted. 
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Introduction  

 
This section details the Baseline Information profile for the strategic area relevant to the content of the Local Plan.  The 
following section outlines a summary of the key baseline information and therefore the current state of the environment 
for the Districts. The SEA Directive requires the production of the following information: 

 ‘The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the likely evolution thereof 
without implementation of the plan or programme;” Annex 1(b); 

The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly affected;” Annex 1(c); and  

Any existing problems which are relevant to the plan or programme including, in particular, 
those relating to any areas of a particular environmental importance such as areas 
designated pursuant to Directives 79/409/EEC and 92/43/ECC” Annex 1(d).’ 

 

The baseline information identifies current sustainability issues and problems in the Plan Area which should be 
addressed and provides a basis for predicting and monitoring the effects of implementing the document. To ensure the 
data collected was relevant and captured the full range of sustainability issues, it was categorised under 13 thematic 
topics. They cover all the topics referred to in Annex 1(f) of the SEA Directive and follow the order of: 

• Economy and employment 

• Housing 

• Population and society 

• Health and wellbeing 

• Transport and connectivity 

• Cultural heritage 

• Biodiversity and nature conservation 

• Landscapes 

• Water 

• Climate and energy 

• Air 

• Waste, soils and Minerals 
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3.3.1 Economy  

The Suffolk economy has achieved average growth of at least 2.5% per year since 2012 and is worth around £20bn 
per year. The Babergh & Mid Suffolk DC Joint Town Centres & Retail Study highlights a decline in shopping centre 
consumer patterns. A study undertaken in February 2015 has shown that Babergh District’s shopping centres and 
stores are achieving a retention level for all food shopping (across a defined study area) of 33.4%, compared to Mid 
Suffolk’s level of 19.0%.  

The NPPF (paragraph 85) states that Local Plans should “define a network and hierarchy to town centres and promote 
their long-term vitality and viability- by allowing them to grow and diversify in a way that can respond to rapid changes 
in the retail and leisure industries, allows a suitable mix of uses… and reflects their distinctive characters”. 

Figure 1: Study Area (Zones 1-11): Market Shares for Different Categories of Non-Food Retail 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Babergh and Mid Suffolk DC: Joint Town Centres & Retail Study, 2015 

The Key Sectors & Market Towns Report identified an even distribution of employment across the two Districts, 
equating to around 64,000 full time jobs. The largest employment sector in Suffolk is manufacturing (17%), with health, 
retail, education and construction being dominant employment sectors in both Districts.  

In Mid Suffolk and Babergh, 7,910 businesses have nine employees or less with 20.9% of the population in Mid Suffolk 
being self-employed and 12.1% in Babergh self-employed. Employment is forecast to decline in the agricultural sector 
by 2,300 jobs however growth opportunities exist through the rise of agri-tech, which is supported by the New Anglia 
LEP. 
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Figure 2: Ipswich and Waveney Economic Areas Spatial Context 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Map produced by Waveney District Council for the Ipswich and Waveney Economic Areas Employment Land Needs 
Assessment (March 2016) 

According to the Ipswich and Waveney Economic Areas Employment Land Needs Assessment, a higher level of self-
containment indicates a greater degree in which an area functions economically. Table 1 below compares self-
containment of 2011 Travel to Work Areas to Ipswich, providing an indication of how each area functions economically. 
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3.3.1.1 Employment  

Table 1: Employment sectors within Suffolk     

Employment Sector  

 

Description  

Energy Suffolk already has over 8,000 energy related jobs and is ideally positioned to benefit from the shift to green 

energy sources 

 

Manufacturing Suffolk has over 15,000 jobs in advanced manufacturing with important concentrations around Lowestoft; St 

Edmundsbury and Babergh. 

 

ICT The ICT sector employs nearly 6,500 people in Suffolk. A major focus of this activity is Adastral Park, BT’s 

global centre for innovation 

 

Finance Suffolk has significant advantages for the finance and insurance sector through relatively cheap property 

costs and wages, close proximity and easy access to London, good availability of related training and 

education 

 

Agriculture Suffolk is a rural county with a strong agricultural economic base linked to food production, processing and 

tourism. Food and drink, from “field to fork” is worth £400 million to the county. 

 

Logistics Suffolk’s ports and logistics sector employs over 13,000 people and provides local firms with a distinct 

competitive advantage when exporting. Felixstowe is Britain’s largest container port while Ipswich and 

Lowestoft are ideally located to service traffic to and from the industrial heartlands of Northern Europe. 

 

Tourism Tourism is worth over £1.75 billion annually to the Suffolk economy, providing nearly 30,000 jobs in 2,800 

workplaces. 

Creative and cultural 
industries 

In 2011, the creative and cultural sector employed approximately 8,400 people in Suffolk. 

Biotechnology With over 50% of the UK’s entire biotech industry located in the East of England, Suffolk is ideally placed to 

benefit from the growth widely projected for this sector. 

Source: Suffolk Growth Strategy1  

  

                                                           
1 Suffolk Growth Strategy  
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Table 2: Comparison of Self-Containment of 2011 Travel to Work Areas (ONS) 

2011 TTWA Number of 
Employed Residents 

Number of 
Workplace Jobs 

% Self-Containment 

Supply-side            Demand-side 

Ipswich 179,660 176,254 85.9 87.6 

Lowestoft 53,970 49,170 76.1 83.5 

Bury St Edmunds 69,276 69,501 72.4 72.1 

Cambridge 355,543 351,611 77.8 78.7 

Chelmsford 239,361 214,797 67.8 75.5 

Clacton 43,361 35,783 69.9 84.8 

Colchester 105,272 98,996 72.3 76.9 

Great Yarmouth  43,530 32,921 75.6 77.6 

Norwich 220,540 221,571 86.8 86.4 

Source: ONS 2015 

The Ipswich Economic Area consists of the Borough of Ipswich and the districts of Babergh, Mid Suffolk and Suffolk 
Coastal with a population of approximately 445,000. From 2003-2013 there has been a growth in this area of 9% with 
most of this growth centred within the Borough of Ipswich2. 

Since 2009, the largest increase within Ipswich employment occurred in the professional business and employment 
services sector, with an increase of 13.4%. In Babergh, there has been a 6.8% increase in the total number of jobs 
from 2009-2013 (36,557 to 39,032). For Mid Suffolk, there has been a 4.1% increase in the number of jobs from 42,210 
in 2009 to 43,954 in 2013, and in Suffolk Coastal the total number of jobs has increased by 4.2% during the same time 
period3. However, despite the growth in the total number of jobs, there are still barriers to growth within the Ipswich 
Economic Area4 which include: 

• Shortage of suitable and affordable business premises, including start-up premise; 

• Poor internet and broadband infrastructure; 

• Attracting and retaining skilled workers to the area; 

• Inefficiencies related to traffic congestion; and 

• Lack of capital and financing to support growth ambitions. 

 

                                                           
2 Ipswich and Waveney Economic Areas: Employment Land Needs Assessment; Final Report March 2016 
3 Ipswich and Waveney Economic Areas: Employment Land Needs Assessment; Final Report March 2016 
4 Ipswich and Waveney Economic Areas: Employment Land Needs Assessment; Final Report March 2016 
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Table 3: Summary of job growth for the Ipswich Economic Area (as implied by the East of England Forecasting Model 
(EEFM)) 

 

District 

Number of Jobs Change 2011-2031 

2011 2031 No % 

Babergh 37,110 42,430 +5,320 14% 

Ipswich 73,430 85,795 +12,365 17% 

Mid Suffolk 43,625 49,345 +5,720 13% 

Suffolk Coastal  57,665 67,090 +9,425 16% 

Total 211,825 244,655 +32,830 16% 

Source: Babergh District Council and Mid Suffolk District Council Local Investment Plan 2011 to 2016 

 

Tables 3 and 4 highlight the strengths and weaknesses of the economy within the setting of Babergh and Mid Suffolk 
separately, although several similarities can be made in comparison.   

 

Table 4: Strengths and weaknesses of the economy in Babergh 

Strengths Weaknesses 

Within Haven Gateway Growth Point No major road, rail or river links to Sudbury of Hadleigh 

Proximity to good road and rail links to London and 
Cambridge, the east coast ports of Felixstowe and Harwich 
and Stansted airport 

Shortage of affordable housing for lower paid employees 

Strong and expanding local businesses in Sudbury and 
Hadleigh 

Public transport limited for employee travel to work 

Allocations in place for future business expansion in Sudbury, 
Sproughton, Brantham and Hadleigh 

Poor internet access and unlikely to improve soon 

Successful record of encouraging and supporting business 
growth in market towns and rural hinterland 

Babergh is not identifiable as a known destination, partly 

because of its name and partly because of its 

geographical location between Ipswich, Colchester and 

Bury St Edmunds Diverse industry base with a strong manufacturing presence 

Small/ medium business and enterprises able to adapt to 
changing economic environment 

Source: Babergh District Council and Mid Suffolk District Council Local Investment Plan 2011 to 2016 
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Table 5: Strengths and weaknesses of the economy in Mid Suffolk 

Strengths Weaknesses 

A14 runs east west through Mid Suffolk Shortage of affordable homes and house prices high for lower paid 

workers 

Close proximity to A12 and Felixstowe, Ipswich and 
Harwich ports 

Poor public transport across much of the district leading to a 

reliance on private car ownership 

High quality physical environment Slow broadband speeds 

Lower house and land prices than Suffolk and regional 
average 

High level of outward commuting 

Diverse and resilient employment base with strong 
manufacturing presence because of access to port for 
exports 

Uneven distribution of services throughout the District 

Source: Babergh District Council and Mid Suffolk District Council Local Investment Plan 2011 to 20165 

3.3.2 Housing  

House prices in Mid Suffolk have always been close to the national median. The most recent data shows a median 
house price of £222,500 for Mid Suffolk, compared to the figure for England of £218,000. Figure 3 shows that house 
prices in Ipswich, Babergh and Suffolk Coastal have increased at a faster rate than the national average. 

Figure 3:  IHMA Median House Prices 2001-2016  

  

Source: ONS, HPSSA Dataset 9, Table 2a 

Figure 4 IHMA mean monthly rent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
5 Babergh District Council and Mid Suffolk District Council Local Investment Plan 2011 to 2016 
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Figure 4: IHMA mean monthly rent 

 

Source: VOA 

Babergh has had poor affordability, with house prices and house price growth higher than the county and national 
average. Babergh District has had 331 new dwellings built last year (as reported in the 2017-2018 Annual Monitoring 
Report6), which represents 102% of the annual target of 325 dwellings by the BDC Core Strategy. Mid Suffolk District 
has had 426 new dwellings built during the same time period which is 99% of the annual target set by the MSDC Core 
Strategy and Focused Review7.  

There are approximately 10,687 properties in Suffolk that do not meet the Decent Home Standard under the Housing, 
Health and Safety rating because they are excessively cold8. This not only affects young children with asthma but the 
elderly, alongside the estimated 6,000 over 75’s that need specialist housing9.  

Table 6: Future Delivery by Number of Bedrooms and Tenure 

Tenure Bedroom Size (%) 

1 & 2 Bed 3- Bed 4- Bed 

Market Sector 55 30 15 

Intermediate 60 40 - 

Social Rented 50 35 15 

Source: Babergh District Housing Needs survey: Final Report 2008 

There is a requirement of 2,984 units for sheltered accommodation from older people currently living in Babergh and 
those who in-migrate to be nearer to family. There has been an expressed need for Extra Care Accommodation of 509 
units over the next three years10. There are high percentages of residents within Babergh and Mid Suffolk who live in 

                                                           
6 Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Annual Monitoring Report 2017-2018 (2018) 
7 Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Annual Monitoring Report 2017-2018 (2018) 
8 Suffolk Housing and Health Needs Assessment March 2018 
9 Suffolk Housing and Health Needs Assessment March 2018 
10 Babergh District Housing Needs Survey: Final Report 2008 
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rural areas, with 69% of Babergh’s population and 75% of Mid Suffolk’s population living in rural areas. 

 

3.3.2.1 Homelessness 
Homelessness in Babergh had doubled within the period 2010-2014 and there are issues with the housing composition 
and affordability in Babergh and Mid Suffolk11. The housing stock in Babergh partially comprises of 9.2% Council 
dwellings and Mid Suffolk has 8.4% of its housing stock as Council dwellings. The majority of the homes across all 
tenures are large family units, with the owner occupied sector comprising of 72% of all homes12. . The close proximity 
to London and both Essex and Cambridgeshire has a direct effect on housing prices, as these neighbouring locations 
are more expensive.  Due to the overall lower than average incomes, housing affordability is an issue. Babergh falls 
short of providing 369 affordable homes and Mid Suffolk falls short of 372, totalling an undersupply of 741 homes 
across both Districts13.  

The Councils have a Joint Homelessness Reduction and Rough Sleeping Strategy (2019-2024) which seeks to ensure 
that homelessness is prevented and that services provide positive and planned interventions. Babergh and Mid Suffolk 
will focus on preventing and relieving homelessness through six key priorities over the next five years. These priorities 
and actions to achieve them are detailed within the Joint Homelessness Reduction Strategy 2019-2024. This strategy 
identified that there were 695 homeless applications taken, compared to 435 in Mid Suffolk (2013-2018). Of these, 405 
households were accepted as homeless in Babergh and 275 in Mid Suffolk. The main reason for homelessness was a 
loss of private rented accommodation (in both Babergh and Mid Suffolk) with other factors including relatives being no 
longer able to accommodate, fleeing violence, relationship breakdowns. The most significant reason for priority needs 
were that households had dependent children. 

The Joint Homelessness Reduction Strategy helps identify successes in tackling homelessness and also emerging 
trends, which are summarised as: 

• Successfully prevented homelessness using the Councils Rent Deposit Scheme, which is used to try and 
assist clients in housing crisis access housing through the Private Rented Sector. Since 2013, Babergh has 
assisted 72 households and Mid Suffolk 32 to secure an Assured Shorthold Tenancy to prevent them from 
becoming homeless. 

• Babergh have brought over 140 and Mid Suffolk have brought over 150 empty homes back into use. 

• Babergh and Mid Suffolk have each built 27 new homes and have ambitious plans to build another 300 
over the next three years. 

• Babergh and Mid Suffolk have used Right to Buy Receipts to acquire additional properties, which have 
been made available for affordable rent. Babergh have acquired 32 and Mid Suffolk 43. 

• Babergh and Mid Suffolk have each built 27 new homes and have ambitious plans to build another 300 
over the next three years. 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
11 Babergh & Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan: Sustainability Appraisal August 2017 
12 Babergh District Council and Mid Suffolk District Council Local Investment Plan 2011-2016 
13 Babergh District Council and Mid Suffolk District Council Local Investment Plan 2011-2016 
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3.3.2.2 Gypsy, Traveller & Showpeople Accommodation  
A Suffolk Gypsy & Traveller Accommodation Assessment was carried out in 2017 which showed that 1 pitch was 
required for Babergh and 42-43 pitches were required for Mid Suffolk, with 14-15 pitches remaining to secure14.  

Babergh (1 caravan per 100,000 population) is very much below the England average of 39 caravans per 100,000 
population. Mid Suffolk (109), are around the regional average of 81 caravans per 100,000 population15. Total provision 
of 196 pitches and plots across the study area including 70 privately owned pitches, 62 local authority pitches, 11 
unauthorised pitches, 9 Travelling Showpeople plots, 3 potential pitches, and 2 pitches with temporary planning 
permission. There are 9 permanent Travelling Showpeople plots (7 in Mid Suffolk and 2 in Suffolk Coastal) with 
planning permission located on 5 yards, of which 8 plots are currently occupied. 

Table 7: Summary of Accommodation needs in the Plan area (Babergh and Mid Suffolk) 2016-36 

Period G&T Pitches TS Plots 

Total 2016-21 32 (49) * 6 (7) * 

Total 2021-26 12 1 

Total 2026-31 14 1 

Total 2031-36 15 1 

Total 2015-2036 73 (90) * 9 (10) * 

Source: ANA 2017 (* Need resulting from issues with supply) 

Table 8: Gypsy and Traveller Population 

Location Population (no.) G&T Pop (no.) G&T Pop (%) 

Babergh 87,740 51 0.06% 

Ipswich 133,384 149 0.11% 

Mid Suffolk 96,731 76 0.08% 

Suffolk Coastal  124,298 51 0.04% 

Waveney 115,254 91 0.08% 

Total 557,407 418 0.07% 

Source: Census 2011 

 

                                                           
14 Babergh District Council and Mid Suffolk District Council Local Investment Plan 2011-2016 
15 Gypsy, Traveller, Travelling Showpeople and Boat Dwellers Accommodation Needs Assessment (ANA) for Babergh, Ipswich, Mid Suffolk, Suffolk 
Coastal and Waveney May 2017 
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Table 9: Gypsy and Traveller Population by Tenure 

Location Social Rented Owned Private Rented Total 

Babergh 6 (33%) 7 (39%) 5 (28%) 18 

Ipswich 34 (68%) 8 (16%) 8 (16%) 50 

Mid Suffolk  13 (36% 17 (47%) 6 (17%) 36 

Suffolk Coastal 9 (39%) 10 (43%) 4 (17%) 23 

Waveney 9 (25%) 10 (28%) 17 (47%) 36 

Total 71 (44%) 52 (32%) 40 (25%) 163 

Source: Census 2011 

3.3.3 Population and Society 

Mid Suffolk covers 87,000 hectares and has a population of 92,000 residents living in 37,000 households within 122 
parishes16. The Joint Strategic Plan 2016-2020 states that Babergh’s population will grow by 10% to 96,400 and that of 
Mid Suffolk by 20% to 116,700. Based on these forecast figures, 12,927 people are expected to be aged over 80 in 
Babergh (13.4%) by 2035 and 13,350 aged over 80 in Mid Suffolk (11.4%)17. This poses several challenges to how 
services can be adapted to meet the needs of the ageing population within their communities.  

Suffolk has a low wage economy with median weekly gross earnings for full-time working (based on 2015 figures) 
being £460 for Babergh and £465 for Mid Suffolk, compared to the £532.40 national average18. There is a relative lack 
of higher skills within Suffolk; in Babergh 28.7% of residents were qualified at NVQ level 4 and above (in 2014) and in 
Mid Suffolk, this figure was at 31.9% (2014) which is comparatively lower than the national average of 35.7%19.  

The table below shows the estimated total population nationally, regionally and by district as according to the Hidden 
Needs Report for the Suffolk Community Foundation20.  

Table 10: Estimated Total Population Nationally, Regionally and by District 

England 54,316,618 

East of England 6,018,383 

Suffolk 738,512 

Babergh 88,845 (12.0%) 

Forest Heath 62,812 (8.5%) 

                                                           
16 Transforming Suffolk; Suffolk’s Community Strategy 2008-2028 – Suffolk Strategic Partnership 2008 
17 Babergh District Council & Mid Suffolk District Council; Joint Strategic Plan System 2016-2020 
18 Babergh District Council & Mid Suffolk District Council; Joint Strategic Plan System 2016-2020 
19 Babergh District Council & Mid Suffolk District Council; Joint Strategic Plan System 2016-2020 
20 Hidden Needs: Hidden Needs in Suffolk Five Years on (2011-2016): A report to Suffolk Community Foundation 
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Ipswich 134,966 (18.3%) 

Mid Suffolk 99,121 (13.4%) 

St Edmundsbury 112,073 (15.2%) 

Suffolk Coastal 124,776 (16.9%) 

Waveney 115,919 (15.7%) 

Source: Hidden Needs: Hidden Needs in Suffolk Five Years On (2011-2016): A report to Suffolk Community Foundation 

Table 11: Population Growth by IEA Local Authority 2001-2016 

Location 2001 2016 % Change 2001-2016 

Babergh 83,500 89,200 +6.8% 

Ipswich 117,200 136,500 +16.5% 

Mid Suffolk 87,000 100,300 +15.3% 

Suffolk Coastal 115,200 125,000 +8.5% 

Ipswich Economic Area 402,900 451,000 +11.9% 

New Anglia LEP 1,468,500 1,638,100 +11.5% 

Great Britain 57,424,200 63,785,900 +11.1% 

Source: ONS midyear population estimates 

Table 12: Suffolk Population Summary 2017 

Population Group Number 

Total Population 741,895 

Male population 366,043 (49.3%) 

Female population 375,852 (50.7%) 

Source: Healthy Suffolk 2017 
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Figure 5: Ethnicity Composition in Suffolk and District and Borough Population 2015 

 

Source: Healthy Suffolk 2017 

There have been a number of policies set out within local strategies such as Transforming Suffolk – Suffolk’s 
Community Strategy (2008 – 2029, Suffolk Strategic Partnership) that outline the need for improvements to the local 
landscape in order to serve the community. For example, in the aforementioned Strategy, a key theme was Safe, 
Healthy and Inclusive Communities21. The Babergh District Council Strategic Plan (2008-201822) outlines the outcomes 
of linking good urban and environmental design to healthy communities as follows: 

• New housing developments are supported by adequate infrastructure improvements; 

• The right balance between protecting the natural environment and supporting development opportunities 
for the area and its people; 

• Babergh’s environment is clean, with little environmental vandalism e.g. fly tipping and this is recognised by 
residents; 

• A more active population with healthier lifestyles; 

• Active local villages and communities; and 

• Public services appropriately reflect the needs, aspirations and choices of individuals from different groups, 
such as older people, in their design, resourcing and delivery. 

With an increasing population, the ONS interim household projections for 2021 (published April 2013) shows that the 
average household size in Mid Suffolk will be 2.28 persons. The tables below outline the space standards for outdoor 
sports facilities how many sports pitches per person are required. 

 

                                                           
21 Open Space, Sport and Recreation Strategy September 2010, Babergh District Council 
22 Babergh District Council Strategic Plan 2008-2018 
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Table 13: Space Standards for Outdoor Sports Facilities 

Category M2 per person 

Outdoor pitches 16 

Outdoor other sports facilities 1.6 

Synthetic turf pitch 0.18 

Source: Mid Suffolk District Council Infrastructure SPD, Table 7 

Table 14: Space needs for additional population – outdoor sports facilities 

Space provision 
(m2) 

Needham 
Market 

Eye Key Service 
Centres 

Primary 
Villages 

Ipswich Policy 
Area 

Dwellings 470 230 750 300 170 

Outdoor pitches 17,146 8,390 27,360 10,944 6,202 

Outdoor other 
sports facilities 

1,715 839 2,736 1,094 620 

Synthetic turf 
pitch 

193 94 308 123 70 

Source: Mid Suffolk District Council Infrastructure SPD, Table 7 

 

Suffolk is relatively large geographically and thus the general population fluctuates greatly in terms of levels of 
comparison. The key issues for Suffolk, as highlighted in the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment23 are as follows: 

• 1 in 6 children live in relative poverty; 

• Educational attainment is below national rates; 

• Suffolk has a low wage economy although employment rates are higher than average; 

• General affluence masks pockets of deprivation and inequality gaps; 

• The comparative risk of dying prematurely has increased if you are from deprived areas of Suffolk; and 

• Suffolk has an ageing population. 

• 14% of children are living in low income families (as of 2016), 10% of households are experiencing fuel 
poverty and 2 homeless and in priority need per 1,000 households (2017-2018).  

Within Suffolk, only 33% of children eligible for free school meals attained five good GCSEs compared with 70% of 
pupils overall. The tables below highlight the level of achievement of pupils in comparison with their eligibility for free 
school meals.  

                                                           
23 A Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy for Suffolk: A Ten Year Strategy 2012-2022: Early Priorities for Review 2015 (May 2013) 
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Table 15: Percentage of Pupils Achieving 5+ A* -C Grades in 2014/2015 

Percentage achieving 5+ A* -C 
grades 

England East Suffolk 

All pupils 67% 67% 63% 

Eligible for free meals 42% 38% 33% 

All other pupils 70% 70% 67% 

Source: Hidden Needs: Hidden Needs in Suffolk Five Years On (2011-2016) 

Table 16: Revised GCSE and equivalent results in Suffolk: 2013 to 2014 

Area Number of 
eligible 
pupils* 

5+ A* - C 
grades 

5+ A* - C 
grades inc. 
English and 
mathematics 
GCSEs 

5+ A* - G 
grades 

5+ A* - G 
grades inc. 
English and 
mathematics 
GCSEs 

A* - C in 
English and 
mathematics 
GCSEs 

England 556,002 65.8% 56.8% 93.5% 91.2% 59.1% 

East 63,701 65.5% 57.2% 93.8% 92.0% 59.7% 

Suffolk 

Babergh 847 66.4% 55.0% 96.1% 94.7% 56.1% 

Forest Heath 357 53.8% 43.4% 95.2% 90.5% 44.8% 

Ipswich 1,458 53.9% 43.7% 89.5% 87.1% 45.3% 

Mid Suffolk 1,229 68.8% 60.9% 95.4% 94.6% 64.0% 

St 
Edmundsbury 

1,123 69.0% 57.7% 93.8% 92.1% 58.5% 

Suffolk Coastal 1,181 67.2% 56.1% 96.2% 92.0% 57.7% 

Waveney 1,243 51.2% 42.2% 89.9% 86.8% 45.4% 

Source: Hidden Needs: Hidden Needs in Suffolk Five Years On (2011-2016) 
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Figure 6: Indices of Multiple Deprivation in Suffolk 2015 

 Source: Suffolk Observatory 2018  



Page 19                        Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils                    Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal: 
                                                                                                                         Annex A
  

3.3.4 Health and Wellbeing  

People in Suffolk generally live longer than the national average, with women reaching 82.1 years (English average 
81.1) and men reaching 78.4 years (English average 76.6 years). The NHS Strategic Plan outlines that Suffolk has a 
lower rate of homelessness, teenage pregnancy and crime as compared to the national average. However, hospital 
admissions for hip fractures (for residents over 65) and road accidents are similar to the rest of England. Approximately 
67% of residents in both districts are classified as obese or overweight with around 12% who smoke. Alcohol-related 
hospital admissions are rising annually, with a third of older people developing drinking problems.  

Workforce skills represents another key challenge for health and care related growth across Babergh and Mid Suffolk 
over the coming years, with the Clinical Commissioning Group recognising the need to develop the skills of the current 
workforce, ensuring that they are capable of responding to changing patient needs. Whilst deprivation rankings are 
relatively low across Babergh and Mid Suffolk Districts there are pockets of comparatively greater levels in Great 
Cornard North, Sudbury East and Sudbury South. These pockets of deprivation are areas where the general 
population’s health tends to suffer most. Life expectancy can vary greatly depending on where a person lives, for 
example the average life expectancy in Bury St. Edmunds is 87.9 years, 12 years longer for those who live in the more 
deprived ward of Kirkley, Lowestoft, which has an average life expectancy of 75.9 years . Due to Suffolk being 
predominately affluent- despite the pockets of deprivation- the County fares well on measures of health deprivation, 
with over half of neighbourhoods ranked in the least deprived 40 percent.  

The NHS Strategic Plan had forecast (based on figures 2008-2013) that the number of people: 

• With long-term health conditions caused by stroke will increase by 23%; 

• With long-term conditions caused by heart attack will increase by 24%; 

• Suffering from dementia will increase by 17.5%; 

• With type 1 or type 2 diabetes will increase by 31.5%; 

• With depression will increase by 23%; 

• Visiting A&E after having a fall will increase by 20%; 

• With a limiting long-term illness will increase by 22%; and 

• Who are classed as obese will increase by 22.5%. 

With a growing population across all of Suffolk, especially in Babergh and Mid Suffolk, there has been an increase in 
need for Advance Care Planning- care plans aimed at people reaching end of life. This is a result of an ageing 
population which is being addressed in the Joint Local Plan. The 2016 Dying Matters survey found that: 

• 73% of respondents believed that talking about dying was taboo; 

• 78% thought that if we were more comfortable, it would be easier to have end of life wishes met; 

• 1 in 3 people are not comfortable talking about dying with friends and family; 

• 30% had let someone know their funeral wishes; and 

• 7% had written down their end of life wishes or preferences about their funeral care should they be unable 
to make those decisions by themselves. 

Taking a proactive approach to end of life care will allow for both young people and the elderly to take steps in living a 
healthier life, discussing their health needs and incorporating them within their care plan. Programmes such as St 
Nicholas Hospice Care, Stepping Forward (a walking group for those who are bereaved), encourages people to step 
outside and meet others in a social setting, potentially leading to better mental and physical health .  
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The Suffolk Housing and Health Needs Assessment outlines that the number of people with a learning disability is 
forecast to increase by 9% by 2035, meaning that demand for housing which meets specialist needs is likely to 
increase.  

Those who live within 500 metres of accessible green space are 24% more likely to meet the recommended levels of 
physical exercise, leading to savings of £2 billion each year to the treatment of heart diseases, cancers and strokes 
(related to inactivity).  

The following list is a rundown of statistics for Suffolk: 

• In June 2018 over 600 people in Suffolk were alive thanks to organ donation 

• 295,056 people are on the NHS organ donor register 

• 16.1% of young people are affected by poor emotional and mental health 

• 8.7% of young people live inactive lifestyles 

• The number of people suffering with Dementia is expected to increase in the coming years 

Figure 7: Forecast of Dementia in Suffolk 

 

Source: Suffolk Better Care Fund Plan 2017-1924 

3.3.5 Transport and Connectivity  

Both Babergh and Mid Suffolk benefit from some form of public transport provision, however due to the Districts being 
majorly rural, a lot of these areas suffer from poor public transport links. Public consultations have identified a series of 
issues and priorities within Mid Suffolk as outlined below: 

• Concerns about traffic generated from new developments; 

• Lack of investment in infrastructure; 

• Lack of pavements in several villages; 

                                                           
24 A Vision for Health and Social Care Services in Suffolk; Suffolk Better Care Fund Plan 2017-29 September 2017 
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• Public transport is limited in rural areas; 

• Speeding traffic; 

• The need for more cycle routes (especially in Stowmarket); 

• Traffic generation reaching highway capacity on A14 road; 

• Important links to nearby centres e.g. Ipswich, Bury, Diss, Harleston; and 

• Economic importance to the business community of maintaining and improving infrastructure. 

It can be seen that development opportunities increase as transport needs are met; aligning public transport timetables 
and providing infrastructure for cycling allows for an integrated approach to transport provisions that encourage 
business into the area. Areas that are secure in their transport provisions are generally more appealing in comparison 
to areas that are hard to reach and expensive to travel to. According to the Mid Suffolk District Council Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan (2014), funding for transport provision was to come through a combination of Local Transport Plan (LTP) 
funding and developer contributions. 

Figure 8: Town Strategy Locations  

 

Source: Suffolk Local Transport Plan 2011-2031 
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To mitigate the loss of rural services, the Suffolk Local Transport Plan have been introducing demand responsive 
transport services. Standard timetabled services have been replaced with smaller vehicles taking people on request to 
another bus or a rail service, or direct to a destination. Severance issues exist within Babergh due to the proximity of 
heavily trafficked roads to local communities, with the A12, A1071 and A137 particularly impacting on communities by 
the difficulty with which they can be crossed to reach services. When the A12 is closed this also creates further issues 
with vehicles using inappropriate roads to negotiate around incidents, putting greater volumes of traffic through local 
communities. 

Table 17: Capital Maintenance Programme for 2011 / 2012 

 £’000 

A Roads 4,500 

Bridges 1,650 

Street lighting & signals 500 

Pavements & Drainage 1,000 

Other roads 10,442 

Rights of way 150 

Renewals Programme 1,100 

Structural maintenance 3,050 

Total 22,392 

Source: Suffolk Local Transport Plan 2011-203125 

Table 18: Key Transport issues for Babergh 

Key 
transport 
issues for 
Babergh  

Sudbury bus station development and surrounding town centre environment 

Sudbury bypass 

Sudbury town centre traffic management and Cross Street Air Quality Management Area 

Sudbury station 

Residents parking, long stay parking, lorry parking 

Hadleigh – local service, dial a ride 

Hadleigh Benton Street 

Lorry parking within the district 

A12, A14 and Copdock improvement 

Access to education (e.g. Suffolk One) 

Linking new strategic development to town centres 

                                                           
25 Suffolk Local Transport Plan 2011-2031; Part 2: Implementation Plan 



Page 23                        Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils                    Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal: 
                                                                                                                         Annex A
  

Felixstowe to Nuneaton rail improvements to allow freight modal shift 

Speed and management of A134 

Source Suffolk Local Transport Plan 2011-203126 

 

Table 19: Key Transport Issues for Mid Suffolk 

Key 
Transport 
issues for 
Mid Suffolk 

Town based bus services in Stowmarket 

Stowmarket transport interchange 

Tackling congestion in Stowmarket 

Cycle network 

Rural bus provision  

Rural footpaths 

Local access to key services 

Lorry management  

Source: Suffolk Local Transport Plan 2011-203127 
 

 

                                                           
26 Suffolk Local Transport Plan 2011-2031; Part 1 Transport Strategy  
27 Suffolk Local Transport Plan 2011-2031; Part 1 Transport Strategy  
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Source: ONS, Census WU03UK - Location of usual residence and place of work by method of travel to work 
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3.3.6 Cultural Heritage 

Babergh and Mid Suffolk are host to a number of Heritage assets; this includes roughly 6,500 listed buildings across 
both of the Districts, the table below summaries the assets. 

Table 20: Heritage Assets within both Districts  

 Listed Buildings Conservation Areas Scheduled Ancient 
Monuments 

Historic Parks & 
Gardens 

Babergh Approx. 3,000  29 34 5 

Mid Suffolk Approx. 3,500  31 35 2 

Source: Historic England, 2019 

 

Both Districts have an exceedingly high quality of historic environment, containing; areas, settlements and buildings of 
national significance. All of which play a vital role to the characters of both Babergh and Mid Suffolk and also on 
influencing the future development of both Districts. There are currently 29 Conservation Areas within the Babergh 
District and 31 Conservation Areas within Mid Suffolk. 

Despite the Historic Environment being paramount to the character of both Districts, it is also extremely sensitive to 
change, and can be severely affected by inappropriate development. 

The Heritage and Settlement Sensitivity Assessment for Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils assessed the 42 
settlements which have been identified as potential areas of residential expansion. The assessment identified eight 
settlements with cumulatively high value. These being: Boxford, Debenham, East Bergholt, Eye, Hoxne, Lavenham, 
Long Melford and Nayland. The majority of these settlements are well preserved, and as such are of both high value 
and susceptible to harm from unsuitable housing. Specifically Debenham, Hoxne, Long Melford and Nayland are all of 
particular vulnerability.  

Ipswich was a medieval settlement located on the north side of the River Gipping, which grew to be an important centre 
for trade and manufacturing- the port facilitated early international trade. The relevance of the town of Ipswich is that it 
borders the Plan area and exists as the largest settlement in Suffolk. It can be expected therefore that Ipswich would 
be a focus of growth, and that development would need to respect its historical context where relevant. 

 

3.3.7 Biodiversity and Nature Conservation 

To protect and enhance Babergh and Mid Suffolk’s landscapes, designating sites that are held to high value and 
importance is paramount. This helps support tourism and the economy alongside maintaining the quality of life for 
communities that live in rural areas. In Babergh, there are two Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) alongside 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Ramsar and Special Protection Areas (SPA). Two Regionally Important 
Geological/ Geomorphological Sites (RIGS) are identified in Mid Suffolk.  

By 2020, at least 50% of Suffolk’s SSSI’s will be in favourable condition which outlines the increased need for 
enforcement agencies taking “appropriate action against perpetrators of crimes against wildlife”. There are currently 36 
Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) in Suffolk which both allow for people to relax and exercise in, whilst simultaneously 
supporting ecological networks. 



Page 26                        Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils                    Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal: 
                                                                                                                         Annex A
  

Figures 9 & 10: Mid Suffolk Districts & Babergh Districts 

Environmental Characteristics 
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3.3.8

 Landscapes 

Large 
parts of 
Suffolk are 
protected 
for their 
wildlife or 
landscape 
value. 
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Approximately 4% of this land area is designated as an SSSI and has two Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty; the 
Suffolk Coast and Heaths and the Dedham Vale, both combined covering an area of 44,000ha (12%) of the land 
area28. Proximity of homes to green space can add £2000 to the capital value of houses in England29, highlighting the 
economic importance of incorporating green spaces within developments.  

Babergh’s Landscape Character consists of a rolling and undulating landscape which was caused by regular incisions 
by both the River Gipping and River Stour. The distinctiveness of the ‘Gipping Divide’ has recently been acknowledged 
for its role as a significant historic cultural boundary. 

Mid Suffolk’s Landscape Character is typically gently rolling plateau of heavy clay soils. Both the Waveney and Gipping 
Valleys are locally distinctive with the District. 

Land contamination surveys and checks must be undertaken to ensure there is no threat to residents, the environment 
or wildlife in the affected area. To determine whether there is a significant pollutant linkage, there must be a 
concentration on the Source i.e. the “physical presence of a contaminant in, on or under the ground, in quantities large 
enough to be a potential hazard” and any pathways i.e. “a means by which the source can come into contact with 
something or someone that could be harmed”30.  

3.3.9 Water Environment 

The Environment Agency (EA) is the organisation with overall responsibility for strategic flood risk management in 
England. In the United Kingdom the EA are responsible for the management of flooding from designated main river 
watercourses and the sea, as well as holding regulatory powers of enforcement over tidal and main river flood 
defences. The Water Framework Directive is an EU directive, designed to preserve, restore and improve the water 
environment. The Environment Agency leads and promotes its goals and actions. Due to Babergh and Mid Suffolk 
having numerous rivers run through their areas e.g. the River Gipping and River Brett, there is a need to ensure that 
not only the rivers are protected but that all water sources including groundwater are too. Natural England is committed 
to investing in protected area measures. This focuses on “safeguarding and where necessary improving the condition 
of Natura 2000 sites using measures such as river restoration, lake restoration, diffuse pollution, management of 
freshwater invasive species and habitat restoration on wetland sites”.  

All of the River Orwell within Babergh is tidal. The River Stour is tidal between the mouth at Shotley Gate and 
Catterwade Sluice. Other water sources include tributaries of the Stour including the River Brett, River Box, River Glem 
and Chad Brook and Belstead Brook. Alton Water reservoir covers approximately 400 acres and provides water for 
200,000 Anglian Water customers. The presence of several bodies of water creates a risk of flooding and surface 
water flooding for sites within Babergh and Mid Suffolk. Along the river valleys there are areas of functional flood plain 
which can be incorporated into Green Infrastructure developments. For example, the meadow in Bures is used for 
informal recreation.  

 

3.3.10 Climate and Energy 

The Mid Suffolk District Council Infrastructure Delivery Plan has outlined the needs to control urban run-off to rivers 
and their tributaries, in particular the River Gipping. The implementation of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems 
(SuDS) to provide improved water quality, amenity and ecological benefits will supplement the flood risk management 

                                                           
28 Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy for Suffolk 2003-2020 (Adopted version 2003, Addendum 2008) 
29 Suffolk’s Nature Strategy (Wild Anglia 2014) 
30 Babergh District Council Contaminated Land Strategy (Adopted April 2009) 
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benefits. There is a need to ensure that: 

• New development does not cause a deterioration in Water Framework Directive (WFD) status to any 
waterbody; 

• A package of mitigation works to enhance the WFD status of relevant waterbodies are undertaken; and 

• Development does not prevent the future achievement of Good Ecological Status/ Potential in any 
waterbody.  

In Suffolk, climate change poses particular serious risks as the county is characterised by its long, low-lying coastline. 
The ageing population of Suffolk, alongside children, will be particularly at risk from climate change as rising 
temperatures in the summer coupled with decreasing temperatures during winter months will become increasingly 
detrimental. “In Suffolk, domestic carbon dioxide emissions make up the majority of the county’s emission. Transport 
was shown to be the second largest producer of emissions, closely followed by industry and commerce”. The nature of 
Suffolk being mainly rural explains the high levels of dependence on the private car, as many villages and 
neighbourhoods are served by infrequent public transport or are in areas where public transport and alternatives are 
not available. Each District is served by water companies that must provide a drought plan that mitigates and reduces 
any risk associated with droughts. Babergh falls under the Anglian Water region and Mid Suffolk under the Essex and 
Suffolk Water region; both areas are prone to drought. Due to water being imported from elsewhere in the country, 
there must be effective and reliable water systems in place to reduce any harms associated with droughts, ranging 
from small-scale water inefficiencies to large-scale ones. 

A ministerial statement issued on 18th December 2014, described the expectation that local planning policies and 
decisions on planning applications of 10 homes or more or equivalent non-residential or mixed development should 
ensure sustainable drainage systems are put in place unless demonstrated to be inappropriate. 
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Figure 11: Main River Map of Suffolk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Suffolk's Flood Risk Management Strategy  

 

The annual review of activities for 2017/18 outline that: 

• Through the Solar Together Suffolk scheme Suffolk has achieved a 20% discount on market price, 
attracting 2,900 registrants 

• Business Energy Efficiency (BEE) Anglia have awarded more than £538k in grant funding for energy 
efficiency projects (totalling almost £1.8m) – the project has reviewed 715 organisations and identified cost 
savings of £4.2m 

• There have been CO2 savings of over 30,000 tonnes 

• SABRE offered 120 small to medium businesses impartial renewable energy advice 

• Domestic Energy Efficiency Suffolk Energy Action have installed efficiency measures in over 1,000 Suffolk 
home.  

• 500 Carbon Charters were awarded to businesses that are doing their bit towards Creating the Greenest 
County 
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3.3.11 Air 

Due to Babergh and Mid Suffolk being predominately rural areas with few urban centres, air and noise quality is 
thought to remain quite high due to the lack of car traffic and pollution that accompanies it, such as the case in larger 
metropolitan areas. However, the 2018 Air Quality Annual Status Report (ASR) (published October 2018) showed 
nitrogen dioxide concentrations at or above AQO levels at two locations in Sudbury which will be subject to additional 
monitoring.  Despite both Districts being largely rural, pockets of diminishing air quality can be found.  

The 2018 Air Quality Annual Status Report (ASR) identified that there were annual mean NO2 concentrations over the 
last five years at four monitoring locations that exceeded the Objective in 2017. These locations are all within an AQMA 
at Cross Street, Sudbury. 

Results at these four locations have not varied much over the last five years. At one of these locations there has been 
a slight reduction in Nitrogen dioxide concentration over the past 5 years, at one location there has been a slight 
increase, and at the other two locations the concentrations have been stable. There is only one other monitoring 
location that has shown exceedances of the Objective during the past 5 years, but it did not in 2017. 

The annual mean NO2 concentration over the last five years at monitoring locations within the Babergh district did not 
exceed the Objective in 2017. At most locations there has been a reduction in Nitrogen dioxide concentration over the 
past 5 years. There has been a gradual reduction in Nitrogen dioxide concentration over the past 5 years in regard to 
annual mean NO2 concentration over the last five years at monitoring locations within Mid Suffolk district  

Dust emissions from either demolition of construction of a new development can have a significant impact on the 
quality of air, especially from larger developments that take many years to complete. Developments within Ipswich are 
likely to cause increased pollutants from construction, alongside high levels of traffic along the A14 and other main 
roads. Babergh and Mid Suffolk’s air quality is directly impacted by settlements and counties surrounding them. 
Generally, emissions from odours from sewage treatment plants, composting facilities or poultry and pig farms can also 
be detrimental to air quality, especially in rural areas. Table 23 highlights how development can mitigate against air and 
noise pollution both during construction and after the development has been completed. A list in ways to offset the 
harms of air and noise pollution during the construction phase is as follows: 

• Barriers 

• No bonfires 

• No idling vehicles or vehicle wash 

• Skip covers/ minimise drop heights 

• Wrap buildings to be demolished 

• Use of water as a dust suppressant 

• Ensure concrete crusher has permit to operate  

• Sustainable water use should be considered 

• Considerate Contractor Scheme 
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Table 22: Examples of Redesign, Mitigation and Offsetting in the demolition/construction phase 

 

Redesign, 
Mitigation 
and 
Offsetting 
Options for 
the 
Demotion/ 
Construction 
Phase of 
Development 

Redesign of Scheme Mitigation Offsetting 

Increase distance between 

the sensitive development 

and the pollution source 

Mechanical ventilation in 

areas of poor air quality 

with air taken from a 

(proven) area of good air 

quality. This is not a 

desirable option and 

should be considered as 

a last resort. If this is to 

be progressed the 

following must be 

considered: 

Develop a Travel Plan 

Identify the areas of poorest 

air quality within the site and 

place least sensitive use in 

these areas (e.g. bin storage 

areas) 

Air must be taken from 

an area of proven good 

air quality 

Contribution towards improvements in public transport, 

pedestrian and cycle routes 

Place non-habitable rooms 

nearest to roadside or 

pollution source e.g. 

stairwells, bathrooms, 

kitchens 

Measures must be put in 

place to protect the 

intake of air becoming 

polluted at a later date 

(e.g. if an emission 

source was placed 

beside the intake) 

Secure cycle parking 

Place balconies, gardens, 

communal relaxation areas 

away from polluted areas 

Windows should be non-

openable to the polluted 

façade 

Contribution to new of improved traffic management 

measures and/or road infrastructure 

Investigate air quality with 

height. Air quality may 

improve with height (but not 

always) and if proven 

through an air quality 

assessment, sensitive 

receptors may be placed on 

higher stories 

The mechanical 

ventilation must be 

suitable to prevent 

overheating 

The management of car parking 

Energy use must be 

considered with an 

emphasis on low energy 

and green energy usage 

Contribution to the Air Quality Action Plan or Strategy 

A maintenance contract 

will be required 

Contribution to the monitoring of air quality 

A monitoring strategy 

may be required 

Measures during the construction of new development 

including dust control, site monitoring and plant emissions 

Section 106 agreements. The Councils will use S106 

Agreements, payments from the Community 

Infrastructure Levy (CIL )and unilateral undertakings to 

mitigate impacts from new development that are 
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detrimental to air quality and are in or adjacent to or have 

a quantifiable impact on air quality in AQMAs by seeking 

contributions for measures of the type as described 

above.  

Source: Air Quality Management and New Development 2011 

 

3.3.12 Material Assets 

Suffolk currently has its municipal waste collected by either kerbside collection or via community recycling ‘bring sites’. 
The need for waste disposal infrastructure refers to both bin collection and off-site disposal and processing alongside 
the provision of household waste and recycling centres. Due to the increased pressure placed on waste services per 
additional person, “every new development should make a contribution to the improvement and expansion of the 
existing waste network”.  

From 2001 to 2002, 382,000 tonnes of municipal waste were generated in Suffolk, alongside 900,000 tonnes of waste 
generated by Commercial and Industrial waste producers and one million tonnes of inert construction and demolition 
waste. 

Table 23: Primary Methods of Waste Collection and Management 2001/2002 

 Residual 
Collection 

Recyclable 
Collection 

Compostable 
Collection 

Residual 
Disposal 

Recycling 
(2001/02) 

Babergh Wheeled bin weekly Bring sites Kerbside 

via pink sacks 

fortnightly 

Not collected 

separately 

Landfilled at Gt. 

Blakenham 

11.2% 

Mid Suffolk Sack Weekly  Bring sites Not collected 

separately 

Landfilled at Gt 

Blakenham 

9.3% 

Source: Air Quality Management and New Development 2011 

 

There have been several major policies and programmes introduced since 2000 which include the following: 

• Policy instruments to change behaviour: the landfill tax escalator, the landfill allowance trading scheme 
(LATS), the aggregates levy, regulations to implement a number of European directives on waste in 
specific sectors, including landfill, vehicles and packaging, and a new planning policy statement covering 
waste; 

• New delivery arrangements to strengthen capacity and improve resource efficiency: DEFRA’s Waste 
Implementation Programme (WIP) and the Waste & Resources Action Programme (WRAP) with additional 
funding for local authorities (including the Private Finance Initiative) and the Business Resource Efficiency 
and Waste (BREW) programme; and 

• Enforcement of waste regulations by the Environment Agency and local authorities as part of a strategy to 
tackle illegal waste activity including the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005.  
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3.3.13 Data Limitations 

Some relevant information is not available for the Plan area on a particularly detailed basis on all sustainability themes. 
As a result, there are some quantitative gaps within the data set which would ideally have been identified. It is believed 
however that the available information shows a comprehensive view on sustainability within the Plan area as of the 
beginning of April 2019. Gaps in data can be expected to be rectified within the Regulation 18 Environmental Report, 
responding to the Plan’s evidence base findings. 

 

3.3.13 Monitoring Options 
Table 24: Sustainability Issue(s) and relevant indicators 

Sustainability 
Issue(s) 

Key Questions – Strategy and 
Policy  Potential Indicators 

Conservation and 
protection of nationally 
and locally important 
designated sites  

Condition of some of 
the SSSIs  

Sensitivity of water 
environment to 
physical change 

Will it conserve and enhance natural/semi 
natural habitats? 

Will it conserve and enhance species 
diversity, and in particular avoid harm to 
indigenous BAP priority species? 

Will it maintain and enhance sites 
designated for their nature conservation 
interest? 

Will it maintain and enhance the 
connectivity of habitats and their ability to 
deliver ecosystem services e.g. flood risk 
management, climate change mitigation & 
adaptation and access for health? 

Will there be any impacts on the water 
environment as a result of 
hydromorphological changes and vice 
versa? 

Spatial extent of designated sites within 
the District  

Achievement of Biodiversity Action Plan 
targets 

Ecological potential assessments 

Distance from site to nearest: 

- SSSIs 

- NNR 

- LoWS 

- Ancient Woodland 

- Protected lanes 

Other sensitive designated or non-
designated receptors 

Condition of the nearest sensitive 
receptors (where viable)  

Water quality. 

Pollution of water 
courses. 

Will it help to ensure that good status of 
surface water is achieved and that 
deterioration in the status of waters is 
prevented? 

Will it help to ensure that good status of 
groundwater is achieved and that 
deterioration in the status of waters is 
prevented? 

Water quality (and trends) in river basin 
district (river quality data). 

Compliance with emission limits in 
identified locations. 

Compliance with environmental quality 
standards in identified locations. 

The local landscape 
varies in its sensitivity 
to change 

 

Will landscape character areas be 
protected? 

Will it enhance and/or conserve the 
countryside? 

Developments permitted contrary to 
Landscape Character Assessment 
‘sensitivities to change’. 

Number and extent of field boundaries 
affected. 



Page 35                        Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils                    Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal: 
                                                                                                                         Annex A
  

Sustainability 
Issue(s) 

Key Questions – Strategy and 
Policy  Potential Indicators 

Will the District’s best agricultural land be 
protected? 

Percentage of applications permitted on 
the District’s best agricultural land (from 
ALC) 

 

Protecting the best 
and most versatile soil. 

Will it seek to protect the District’s best and 
most versatile soil (Grade 2)? 

Will it seek to direct development away 
from Grade 2 soil, where feasible and in 
consideration of the impacts and benefits of 
development? 

Proportional loss of Grade 2 agricultural 
land. 

Proportion of development directed to 
Grade 3 agricultural land. 

Proportion of development on 
brownfield land. 

A strong historic 
integrity with historic 
settlements and many 
historic buildings and 
monuments 

Will it protect and enhance sites, features 
and areas of historical, archaeological and 
cultural value in both urban and rural 
areas? 

Will areas of historic character be protected 
from development? 

Does it seek to enhance the range and 
quality of the public realm and open 
spaces? 

Will it reduce the amount of derelict, 
degraded and underused land?  

Does it encourage the use of high quality 
design principles to respect local character? 

Will any adverse impacts be reduced 
through adequate mitigation? 

Proximity to nearest (including its 
setting): 

- Scheduled Monument? 

- Listed Building? 

- Conservation Area? 

- Registered Historic Park or 
Garden? 

- Site identified in the Historic 
Environment Record? 

- Building of local interest? 

- Other historic feature? 

Number and spatial extent of listed 
buildings  

Number and spatial extent of scheduled 
monuments 

Buildings At Risk Register 

Heritage at risk surveys 

Percentage of conservation area 
demolished or otherwise lost. 

Amount of derelict properties and/or 
vacant land 

Number of heritage assets being 
positively removed from the heritage at 
risk register. 

Amount of damage to listed buildings or 
scheduled monuments 
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Sustainability 
Issue(s) 

Key Questions – Strategy and 
Policy  Potential Indicators 

Management of designated and 
undesignated historic environment 
assets 

Numbers of undesignated historic 
environment assets lost through the 
planning process. 

Future climate change 
projections 

Energy consumption 

High private vehicle 
usage 

Will it reduce emissions of greenhouse 
gases by reducing energy consumption? 

Will it lead to an increased proportion of 
energy needs being met from renewable 
sources? 

Does it ensure more sustainable modes of 
travel are provided? 

Will it encourage greater energy efficiency? 

Will it improve the efficient use of natural 
resources? 

Carbon Dioxide emissions 

Energy consumption GWh/households 

Spatial extent of flood zones. 

Air Quality Management Areas and 
PM10 emissions 

Percentage of energy supplied from 
renewable sources. 

Number of AQMAs 
and other areas 
exceeding NO2 
threshold 

Ambient noise levels 
around major roads  

Water quality targets in 
order to reduce and 
control pollution across 
all waterbodies 
(including surface and 
groundwaters), and 
from all land uses 
proposed, including 
wastewater and as a 
result of increased 
energy use 

Will it improve, or not detrimentally affect air 
quality? 

Will emissions be limited to levels that will 
not damage natural systems and affect 
human health? 

Does it ensure that National Air Quality 
Standards are met at relevant points? 

Does it seek to improve or avoid increasing 
traffic flows generally and in particular 
through AQMAs? 

Does it seek to protect rural areas from 
increased traffic? 

Will it lead to no deterioration on the quality 
of water bodies? 

Does it promote the inclusion of 
Sustainable Drainage Systems in new 
developments? 

Does it seek to reduce, or not detrimentally 
affect noise levels? 

Does it seek to protect soil quality, including 
the remediation of contaminated sites? 

Number and spatial extent of AQMA’s 
in the District 

NO2 emissions 

Recorded traffic flows 

Location and extent of AQMAs in 
relation to infrastructure requirements 

Location and extent of potentially 
significant junctions in relation to 
infrastructure requirements  

Percentage of water bodies at good 
ecological status or potential 

Percentage of water bodies assessed 
at good or high biological status  

Percentage of water bodies assessed 
at good chemical status 

Number of Sustainable Drainage 
Systems applications and number 
granted 

Ambient noise levels 

Fluvial flood risk  

Pluvial flood risk 

Does it seek to avoid development in areas 
at risk of flooding? 

Location of main rivers in District. 

Spatial extent of flood zones 2 and 3 
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Sustainability 
Issue(s) 

Key Questions – Strategy and 
Policy  Potential Indicators 

Flood risk from other 
sources 

Does it seek to avoid increasing flood risk in 
areas away from initial development? 

Does it take account of climate change in 
relation to flooding? 

Does it seek to manage and mitigate the 
risk of flooding? 

Is/will the sequential test being used to 
reach decisions on development 
proposals? 

Will developer contributions be utilised for 
the provision and maintenance of flood 
defences? 

Does it require sustainable drainage 
systems to be included within new 
development? 

Residential properties flooded from 
main rivers 

Planning permission in identified flood 
zones granted permission contrary to 
advice from the Environment Agency 

Incidences of flooding and location  

Distance of site to floodplains 

SFRA results 

Incidences of flood warnings in site 
area 

Distance to areas that are susceptible 
to surface water flooding –updated 
Flood Map for Surface Water Flooding 
(EA) 

On site and nearby topography via 
ordnance survey mapping 

Number of applications where there 
was a failure to pass the sequential 
test, even though sites at lower risk of 
flooding were available, but other 
planning reasons were given for 
granting planning permission. 

High private vehicle 
usage 

Public transport, 
walking and cycling 
coverage across the 
District 

Will it increase and/or improve the 
availability and usability of sustainable 
transport modes? 

Will it seek to encourage people to use 
alternative modes of transportation other 
than private vehicle? 

Will it contribute positively to reducing social 
exclusion by ensuring access to jobs, 
shopping, leisure facilities and services? 

Will it reduce the need to travel? 

Will it lead to the integration of transport 
modes? 

Will it improve rural public transport? 

Will it promote the integration of sustainable 
school travel and transport? 

Access to services and business’ by 
public transport 

Indices of Multiple Deprivation 

Travel to work methods and flows 

Car ownership 

Network performance on roads 

Public transport punctuality and 
efficiency  

Access to services 
such as education, 
healthcare and jobs, 
and other amenities 

Will it contribute positively to reduce social 
exclusion by ensuring access to jobs, 
shopping, services and leisure facilities for 
all? 

Residents opinion on availability of 
open space/leisure facilities 

Access to services by public transport 
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Sustainability 
Issue(s) 

Key Questions – Strategy and 
Policy  Potential Indicators 

Access to natural 
greenspace 

Self-sustainability 

 

 

Will it improve access to jobs, shopping, 
services and leisure facilities?  

Will it reduce the need to travel? 

Will it increase traffic in rural areas? 

Does it protect or increase village facilities? 

Will it lead to the integration of transport 
modes? 

Does it seek to concentrate development 
and facilities in town centres or where 
access via sustainable travel is greatest? 

Will it assist in reducing the number of road 
casualties and ensure ease of pedestrian 
movement especially for the disabled? 

Indices of Multiple Deprivation – sub-
domain scores 

Natural England Accessible Natural 
Greenspace Standards 

Recorded traffic flows 

KSI casualties for adults and children 

Car ownership 

Location of site with regards to areas of 
high deprivation 

Access and provision 
of healthcare  

Needs of an ageing 
population 

Access to natural 
greenspace 

Access to Sport and 
recreation 

Access to facilities 
generally on foot or by 
bicycle 

Obesity and other 
health issues 

 

Will it reduce health inequalities? 

Will it improve access to high quality health 
facilities? 

Will it improve air quality? 

Will it improve water quality? 

Will it increase access to sport and 
recreation facilities and open space? 

Will improve services for young people? 

Will it contribute positively to reducing social 
exclusion for all members of society? 

Will it ensure access to jobs, shopping, 
leisure facilities and services is available for 
all? 

Will there be measures to increase the 
safety and security of new development 
and public realm? 

Does it seek to reduce inequalities between 
areas and support cultural identity? 

Will it encourage access by walking or 
cycling, and will it increase the overall rates 
of walking and cycling? 

Does it respond to ageing demographics in 
all relevant areas of influence throughout 
the plan period? 

Life Expectancy 

Indices of Multiple Deprivation – sub-
domain scores 

Residents opinion on availability of 
open space/leisure facilities 

Air Quality Management Areas (number 
and performance) and PM10 emissions 

KSI casualties for adults and children 

Natural England Accessible Natural 
Greenspace Standards (ANGSt) 

Recorded key offences 

Location and extent of recreational 
facilities to development site 

Location and extent of accessible 
greenspace to development site 

Proximity of site to healthcare facilities 

Percentage of population obese 

Housing affordability 

Future population and 
household projections 

Will it provide housing which meets local 
needs? 

House Prices  

LA dwelling stock below the 'Decent 
Home Standard' 
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Sustainability 
Issue(s) 

Key Questions – Strategy and 
Policy  Potential Indicators 

Future housing growth 
and need 

Affordable and social 
housing  

Will it increase the range and affordability of 
housing for all social groups to the 
designated target? 

Will it reduce the number of unfit homes? 

Does it allow for homes to be adapted for 
lifetime use, or make provisions for them to 
be included in new development? 

Does it seek to deliver self-build and 
custom build homes? 

Does it respond to the needs of an ageing 
population? 

Is there scope to deliver the independent 
living agenda in larger developments? 

Will homes be designed with a low carbon 
footprint? 

Are dwellings easily accessed by transport 
links, jobs, services, commercial areas and 
leisure facilities? 

Will homes be designed to enhance the 
existing street scene creating a better 
cultural heritage & public realm? 

Will homes be sufficiently phased during 
the plan period and beyond in light of the 
East of England Plan or subsequent 
targets? 

Will homes be supported by adequate 
greenspace? 

Does it support affordable housing in rural 
areas? 

Will rural housing be supported by local 
services? 

Does it make provision for gypsy and 
traveller accommodation? 

Indices of Multiple Deprivation Score – 
particularly Housing and Services 
Domain and the Living Environment 
Deprivation Domain  

Number of affordable dwelling 
completions 

Annual dwelling completions 

Size and age of housing stock 

Access to sustainable transport links 

Population projections and forecasts 

Crime rates 

Water resources 

Open space 

Housing growth to be 
supported by jobs, 
infrastructure and 
services 

Does it seek to ensure the provision of 
sufficient infrastructure in line with projected 
increases in population? 

Does it ensure that adequate school 
expansion, new healthcare and community 
facilities are provided where the size of 
housing development requires it? 

Water cycle study 

S106 agreement contributions 

Transport Assessments 

Additional capacity of local schools 

Number of GPs and dentists accepting 
new patients 

ANGSt 
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Sustainability 
Issue(s) 

Key Questions – Strategy and 
Policy  Potential Indicators 

Foul water disposal / 
sewerage 
infrastructure 

Reducing waste 
arising and dealing 
with waste in a more 
sustainable manner 

Will water resources be able to 
accommodate growth? 

Does it ensure the reinforcement of 
wastewater treatment works or the 
provision of alternatives (where required) to 
support growth? 

Will financial contributions be adequate to 
provide the necessary infrastructure? 

Does it seek to promote the minimisation of 
waste at its source, and integrate solutions 
into the design of new development?  

Does it ensure that infrastructure/highway 
improvements will be made (where 
required) to support growth? 

Will it ensure that infrastructure is provided 
prior to use or through phasing of 
development? 

Will it improve the efficient use of natural 
resources? 

Amount of waste recycled/landfilled. 

Provision of education 

Areas deprived of 
training, education and 
skills 

Does it seek to improve existing 
educational facilities and/or create more 
educational facilities? 

Does it seek to improve existing training 
and learning facilities and/or create more 
facilities? 

Will the employment opportunities available 
be mixed to suit a varied employment skills 
base? 

Will new housing be supported by school 
expansion or other educational facilities 
where necessary? 

GCSE or equivalent performance  

Level 2 qualifications by working age 
residents 

Level 4 qualifications and above by 
working age residents  

Employment status of residents 

Average gross weekly earnings 

Standard Occupational Classification 

Local employment and 
wage differences 

Level of 
unemployment  

High proportion of rural 
based businesses 

Will it increase vitality of existing towns and 
local centres? 

Does it promote and enhance the viability of 
existing centres by focusing development in 
such centres? 

Will retailing in town centres be enhanced 
in areas of identified need? 

Will it encourage employment and reduce 
unemployment overall? 

Employment land availability 

Typical amount of job creation (jobs per 
ha) within different use classes. 

Percentage change and comparison in 
the total number of VAT registered 
businesses in the area 

Businesses by industry type 

Amount of vacant industrial floorspace 

Amount of high quality agricultural land 

Travel to work flows 
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Sustainability 
Issue(s) 

Key Questions – Strategy and 
Policy  Potential Indicators 

Does it secure more opportunities for 
residents, of all abilities, and in all 
employment sectors, to work in the district? 

Will new housing be supported by adequate 
local employment opportunities? 

Will it improve business development and 
attract investment? 

Does it support small businesses to grow 
and encourage business innovation? 

Will it make land and property available for 
business development? 

Will it enhance the Districts potential for 
tourism? 

Will it encourage rural economy and 
diversification of it? 

Does it enhance consumer choice through 
the provision of range of shopping, leisure 
and local services to meet the needs of the 
entire community? 

Does it prevent further loss of retail and 
other services to rural areas? 

Will it lead to development having an 
adverse impact on employment for existing 
facilities?  

Will emerging policy ensure there is 
adequate future provision of Early Years 
and Childcare? 

Employment status by residents and 
job type 

Job densities 

Economic activity of residents 

Average gross weekly pay 

Proportion of business in rural locations  

Amount of retail, leisure and office 
floorspace in town centres. 

Implemented and outstanding planning 
permissions for retail, office and 
commercial use 

Number and type of services 

Pedestrian footfall count 

Number of post offices closed down 

Number of village shops closed down 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Background 

Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils commissioned Place Services of Essex County Council to 
undertake an independent Sustainability Appraisal (SA) for the Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local 
Plan. This report is the Plans and Programmes annex to the main SA Environmental Report. 

This Annex presents a comprehensive description of relevant plans and programmes for the Plan 
Area. 

1.2 Identifying Other Relevant Policies, Plans and Programmes 

The SEA Directive requires the production of the following information: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“an outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan, and relationship with other relevant 
plans and programmes;” Annex 1(a); and  

“the environmental protection objectives, established at international, Community or national 
level, which are relevant to the plan and the way those objectives and any environmental 
considerations have been taken into account during its preparation;” Annex 1(e). 
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2. List of Relevant Plans and Programmes 
The following tables offer a reference to the plans and programmes relevant to the Local Plan and 
the accompanying SA. 

International Plans and Programmes 

European Commission (EC) (2011) A Resource-Efficient Europe – Flagship Initiative Under the Europe 2020 
Strategy, Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, The European 
Economic and Social Committee of the Regions. 

European Landscape Convention (Florence, 2002) 

European Union Water Framework Directive 2000 

European Union Nitrates Directive 1991 

European Union Noise Directive 2002 

European Union Floods Directive 2007 

European Union Air Quality Directive 2008 (2008/50/EC) and previous directives (96/62/EC; 99/30/EC; 
2000/69/EC & 2002/3/EC) 

European Union Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds 2009 

European Union Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora 1992 

European Community Biodiversity Strategy to 2020 

United Nations Kyoto Protocol 

World Commission on Environment and Development ‘Our Common Future’ 1987 

The World Summit on Sustainable Development Johannesburg Summit 2002 

Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (the SEA Regulations). 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations, 2010 

Review of the European Sustainable Development Strategy (2009) 

Environment 2010: Our Future, Our Choice (2003) 

SEA Directive 2001 

The Industrial Emissions Directive 2010 

Energy Performance of Buildings Directive 2010 on the energy performance of buildings 2010/31/EU 
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The Drinking Water Directive 1998 

The Packaging and Packaging Waste Directive 1994 

EU Seventh Environmental Action Plan (2002-2012) 

European Spatial Development Perspective (1999) 

European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (Valletta, 1992) 

Aarhus Convention (1998) 

Convention for the Protection of Architectural Heritage of Europe (1985) 

National Plans and Programmes 

Population and Health 

Working for a Healthier Tomorrow – Same Carol Black’s Review of the health of Britain’s working age 
population, 2008 

Tackling Health Inequalities – A Programme for Action 2003 (including the 2007 Status Report on the 
Programme for Action) 

The Egan Review – Skills for Sustainable Communities, 2004 

Housing 

Code for Sustainable Homes, 2014 

Sustainable Communities: Building for the Future, 2003 

Sustainable Communities, Settled Homes, Changing Lives – A Strategy for Tackling Homelessness (ODPM), 
2005 

Planning policy for Traveller Sites 

Biodiversity by Design: A Guide for Sustainable Communities (Town and Country Planning Association), 
2004 

Biodiversity 

Biodiversity Indicators in Your Pocket (2010) 

Biodiversity 2020: A Strategy for England’s Wildlife and Ecosystem Services 

UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework 

The Guidance for Local Authorities on Implementing the Biodiversity Duty, 2007 
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Conserving Biodiversity – The UK Approach, 2007 

Working with the Grain of Nature: a Biodiversity Strategy for England, 2002 

Environment 

UK National Ecosystems Assessment, 2009-2011 

A Strategy for England’s Trees, Woodlands and Forests, 2007 

The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act, 2006 

The Geological Conservation Review (GCR) (ongoing) 

Safeguarding our Soils: A Strategy for England (Defra, 2009) 

Natural England’s Green Infrastructure Guidance, 2009 

Waste Strategy for England, 2007 
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Climate Change 

Climate change and biodiversity adaptation: the role of the spatial planning system – a Natural England 
commissioned report, 2009 

“Guidance on insurance and planning in Flood Risk Areas for Local Planning Authorities in England: 
Association of British Insurers/National Flood Forum”, 2013 

Environment Act 1995 

“UKCP18 Science Overview: Executive Summary” – Met Office, January 2019 

“Adapting to Climate Change: A guide for local councils” – DEFRA 2010 

“The National Flood and Coastal Erosion Management Strategy for England” – DEFRA/Environment 
Agency, October 2017 

“Natural Flood Management – Working with Natural Processes” – DEFRA/Environment Agency, October 
2017 

“Anglian river basin district: Flood Risk Management Plan 2015-21” - Parts A to C, SEA and Habitats Regs 
Assessment (Environment Agency 2016) 

“Suffolk Local Flood Risk Management Strategy”, 2012 

“Essex and South Suffolk Shoreline Management Plan” - Environment Agency, 2010 

“East Suffolk Catchment Flood Management Plan” - Environment Agency, 2009 

“Great Ouse Catchment Flood Management Plan” - Environment Agency, 2011 

North Essex Catchment Flood Management Plan - Environment Agency, 2009 

“Broadland Rivers Catchment Flood Management Plan” - Environment Agency, 2009 

“Sudbury and Great Cornard Surface Water Management Plan” - Suffolk County Council/BMT Ltd, 
February 2019 

“Babergh District Council Level 1 and Level 2 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment”, 2009 

Mid Suffolk District Council Level 1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, 2008 

Babergh District Council Water Cycle Study, 2011 

Suffolk County Council Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment (2011) and update (2017) 

“Adapting to climate change: A guide for local councils” – DEFRA, 2010 

“UKCP18 Science Overview: Executive Summary” – Met Office, January 2019 

“The National Flood & Coastal Erosion Risk Management Strategy for England” – DEFRA/Environment 
Agency, September 2011 
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Planning for Climate Change – Guidance and Model Policies for Local Authorities, 2010 

Climate Change Act, 2008 

Stern Review of the Economics of Climate Change, 2006 

UK Carbon Plan, 2011 

Energy Act, 2011 

Energy White Paper: Meeting the Energy Challenge, 2007 

Health Effects of Climate Change in the UK 2008 – An update of the Department of Health Report 2001/2002 

Landscape 

The Countryside in and Around Towns: A vision for connecting town and country in the pursuit of sustainable 
development, 2005 

Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981 

The Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act, 2000 

Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 

Environmental Quality in Spatial Planning 2005 

Nature Nearby: Accessible Green Space Guidance, 2010 

Accessible Natural Green Space Standards in Towns and Cities: A Review and Toolkit for their 
implementation, 2003 

Open Space Strategies: Best Practice Guidance (CABE and the Greater London Authority), 2009 

UK Shared Framework for Sustainable Development; One Future- Different Paths, 2005 

UK Sustainable Development Strategy: Securing the Future, 2005 

World Class Places: The Government’s Strategy for Improving Quality of Place, 2009 

Building a Greener Future: Policy Statement (July 2007) 

Model Procedures for the Management of Land Contamination – Contaminated Land Report 11 (September 
2004) 

Water 

Water Resources Strategy for England and Wales, 2009 

Flood and Water Management Act, 2010 

Making Space for Water: Taking Forward a New Government Strategy for Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk 
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Management, 2005 

Underground, Under Threat – Groundwater protection: policy and practice (GP3) 

Transport 

Delivering a Sustainable Transport System, 2008 

The Future of Transport White Paper – A Network for 2030 (2004) 

Low Carbon Transport: A Greener Future – A Carbon Reduction Strategy for Transport, 2009 

Historic Environment 

Historic Environment: A Force for the Future, 2001 

The Government’s Statement on the Historic Environment 2010 

The Heritage Statement 2017 

The National Heritage Protection Plan (NHHP) 2011-2015 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 (1) 

Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act, 1979 

Air 

The Future of Air Transport White Paper (December 2003) (to be superseded by Developing a sustainable 
framework for UK aviation once adopted) 

Developing a Sustainable Framework for UK Aviation – Scoping document (March 2011) 

Aviation Policy Framework, 2013 

The Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, 2007 

Planning Documents 

Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 

Planning Act, 2008 

Localism Act 2011 

Planning Practice Guidance (updated) 

National Planning Policy Framework (July 2018) 

Community Infrastructure Levy: AN Overview, DCLG (9th May 2011) 
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Sub-national Plans and Programmes 

Population & Health 

Living with Climate Change in the East of England – Summary Report supported by technical report, 2003 
(RSS) 

Transforming Suffolk, Suffolk’s Community Strategy 2008 to 2028 

Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy for Suffolk (2012-2022)  

NHS Suffolk – Your Care Matters – Strategic Plan 2008-2013 (March 2009) 

Ipswich and East CCG Integrated Plan 2012- 2014  

West Suffolk CCG Integrated Plan 2012- 2014  

Suffolk JSNA Health and Care Assessments  

The State of Suffolk Report (June 2015)  

Police and Crime Plan for Suffolk (2013- 2017)  

Western Area Community Safety Partnership (2013-14)  

State of Children in Suffolk 2014 

Suffolk Community Foundation- Hidden Needs Report (2011 and 2016) 

Moving Forward: Travel and Health in Suffolk The 2013 Annual Public Health Report 

Suffolk County Council Comprehensive Equalities Policy 2009 – 2012  

Suffolk’s Strategy for Learning 2004-9: The Single Plan (March 2004) 

Suffolk County Council – School Organization Plan 2006-11 (August 2006)  

School Organization Review (December 2006)  

Sport and Recreation Needs Assessment (August 2014) 

Gypsy, Traveller & Travelling Show people Accommodation Assessment (October 2013) 

Suffolk Planning Biodiversity Action Plan (2012) 

The Stour and Orwell Estuaries: scheme of management, and management strategy (Suffolk Coasts and 
Heaths) (2010) Updated 2013 – 2018 

The Suffolk Landscape Character Assessment (SCC, 2011) 

Essex and South Suffolk Shoreline Management Plan (Oct 2010) (Environment Agency) 
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Suffolk Local authorities – Air Quality Management & New Development, 2011 

Suffolk Climate Action Plan 3, July 2012 

Suffolk Growth Strategy (2013) 

New Anglia LEP Strategic Economic Plan (2013) 

Suffolk Rural Action Plan 2009/10 -2012/13 

Suffolk Supporting People Five Year Strategy 2005-2010 (Aug 2005) 

Ipswich and East Clinical Care Group Integrated Plan 2012- 2014 

Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy for Suffolk (2012-2022) 

School Organisation Review (December 2006) 

Housing 

Suffolk Supporting People Five Year Strategy 2005-2010 (August 2005) 

The State of Suffolk Report 2011 

Suffolk Rural Action Plan 2009/10 – 2012/13 

Transforming Suffolk, Suffolk’s Community Strategy 2008 to 2028 

The East of England Housing Statement – People, Places, Homes: Priorities for Housing and Regeneration 
in the East of England 2010-2014 

Water 

Anglian River Basin District Management Plans (RBMP) 2015 

Anglia Water – Water Resources Management Plan 2015 

Environmental Capacity in the East of England: Applying an Environmental Limits Approach to the Haven 
Gateway, 2008 

Waste for People and the Environment: Water Resources Strategy Regional Action Plan for Anglian Region 
(Environment Agency) 2009 

Air 

Suffolk Climate Action Plan 3, 2012 

Suffolk Local Authorities – Air Quality Management & New Development, 2011 

Material Assets 

Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy for Suffolk 2003-2020 (Adopted 2003/ Addendum 2008) 
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SCC – Adopted Mineral Core Strategy, 2008 

SCC – Adopted Minerals Site Specific Allocations DPD, 2009 

SCC – Adopted Waste Core Strategy (including DM Policies), 2011 

Suffolk Local Geodiversity Action Plan, 2006 

Suffolk Planning Biodiversity Action Plan, 2012 

Suffolk Nature Strategy (Wild Anglia, 2014) 

Butterfly Conservation- Regional Action Plan for Anglia, 2000 

Suffolk Climate Action Plan 3, 2012 

Climate Change 

Living with Climate Change in the East of England – Summary Report supported by technical report, 2003 
(RSS) 

Environment, Our Future: Regional Environment Strategy for the East of England, East of England Regional 
Assembly and East of England Environment Forum, 2003 (RSS) 

Developing ADAPTION to Climate Change in the East of England, 2011 

East Suffolk Catchment Flood Management Plan, 2009 

The Suffolk Climate Action Plan 3, 2012 

Suffolk Local Flood Risk Management Strategy, 2012 

A summary of Climate Change Risks for the East of England, 2012 

Biodiversity 

Suffolk Planning Biodiversity Action Plan, 2012 

Butterfly Conservation – Regional Action Plan for Anglia, 2000 

Suffolk Geodiversity Action Plan, 2006 

Suffolk Biodiversity Action Plan, updated December 2004 

BSI PAS 2010 (2006) 

Dedham Vale AONB and Stour Valley Management Plan 2010-2015 

The Stour and Orwell Estuaries: scheme of management, and management strategy (Suffolk Coasts and 
Heaths) (2010) updated 2013-2018 

Essex and South Suffolk Shoreline Management Plan, 2010 (Environment Agency) 
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Suffolk Planning Biodiversity Action Plan, 2012 

Historic Environment 

Suffolk Heritage Strategy, 2014 

Suffolk Local Geodiversity Action Plan, 2006 

Essex and South Suffolk Shoreline Management Plan, 2010 (Environment Agency) 

SCC – Adopted Mineral Core Strategy, 2008 

SCC – Adopted Minerals Site Specific Allocations DPD, 2009 

Landscape 

Analysis of Accessible Natural Greenspace Provision for Suffolk (Natural England 2010) 

Suffolk Countryside Strategy, 2000 

Greenways Countryside Project, Management Strategy 2005-2010 (2005) (SCC) 

 ‘In Step with Suffolk’ Rights of Way Improvements Plan 2006-2016 (SCC) 2006 

The Suffolk Landscape Character Assessment (SCC, 2011) 

The Suffolk Historic Landscape Characterisation (SCC, version 3 2008) 

Economy 

New Anglia LEP Strategic Economic Plan, 2013 

Suffolk Rural Action Plan 2009/10- 2012/13 

Regional Tourism Strategy 2008-2010 

Suffolk Coast Tourism Strategy 2013-2023 

West Suffolk Employment Land Review, 2009 

Transport & Connectivity 

Haven Gateway – Ipswich A14 Corridor Study, 2007 

Update of the Haven Gateway Green Infrastructure Strategy for the Ipswich Policy Area; Babergh District 
Council, Ipswich Borough Council, Mid-Suffolk District Council and Suffolk Coastal District Council, 2015 

Suffolk Bus Strategy, 2006-2011 (March 2006) 

Suffolk County Council, Local Transport Plan 2011-2031; 2006-2011 (2012;2006) 

Ipswich and Waveney Economic Areas – Employment Lands Needs Assessment – Final Report, 2016 
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Local Plans and Programmes 

Babergh Local Plan, alteration no.2 (2006)  

Babergh Core Strategy (2014) 

Mid Suffolk Local Plan (1998) 

Mid Suffolk Core Strategy (2008) 

Mid Suffolk Core Strategy Focused Review (2012) 

Stowmarket Area Action Plan (2013) 

Sustainability Appraisal of the Babergh and Mid Suffolk Pre-Submission Local Plan (2014) 

Employer and Business Survey (CN Research, 2009) 

Housing Strategy 2012-15 (Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Council, 2012) 

Population and Health 

Babergh and Mid Suffolk Equality Objectives (2012-2016)  

Haven Gateway Green Infrastructure Study (April 2008)  

Update of the Haven Gateway Green Infrastructure Strategy for the Ipswich Policy Area (August 2015) 

Babergh Open Space, Sport and Recreation Strategy (September 2010)  

A Green Infrastructure Framework for Babergh District (August 2012)  

Green Infrastructure Assessment for Mid Suffolk- Evidence base for the West of Babergh District (August 
2012)  

Green Infrastructure Assessment for Mid Suffolk (September 2014) 

Housing 

Babergh Housing Strategy 2004-2009 

Babergh Homelessness Review and Strategy 2003 

Babergh Housing Needs Surveys, 2004 & 2008 

Babergh Housing Supply and Demands analysis, 2004 

BDC, IBC, MSDC & SCDC – Affordable Housing Viability Study, 2009 

MSDC – Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA, update 2011) (2nd update January 2012) 
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MSDC – Five Years Supply of Housing Land (2011-2016) 2011 

MSDC – Housing Strategy Action Plan 2010-2015, 2011 

MSDC – Community Policy Panel – Housing Implementation Plan, 2011 

BDC, IBC, MSDC & SCDC – Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA), 2012 

Ipswich, Babergh, Mid Suffolk Strategic Housing needs assessment, 2012 

Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Show people Accommodation Assessment, 2013 

BDC – Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA, Nov 2011) 

MSDC Housing Needs Study (May 2008) 

Water 

Babergh Infrastructure Delivery Plan, 2013 

Mid Suffolk Infrastructure Delivery Plan, 2014 

Babergh Water Cycle Study, 2011 

Haven Gateway Water Cycle Study, 2009 

Air 

2015 Updating and Screening Assessment for BDC and MSDC, 2015 

Air Quality Action Plan: Babergh District Council – Cross Street, Sudbury, AQMA, 2011 

Material Assets 

Contaminated Land Strategy, Babergh DC, 2009 

Mid Suffolk Contaminated Land Strategy, 2003 

Climate Change 

Babergh DC Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, 2009 

Mid Suffolk District Council Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, 2008 

Community Energy Project in Sudbury (2000-2003) 

The Stour & Orwell Estuaries Management Strategy 2015-2020 (draft May 2016) 

Biodiversity 

Core Strategy Focused review habitat regulations Assessment, 2011 
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SAAP Habitat Assessment 2011 

Mid Suffolk Contaminated Land Strategy, 2003 

Contaminated Land Strategy, Babergh DC, 2009 

Babergh Green Infrastructure Framework, 2012 

Historic Environment 

Glemsford, Heritage Economic Regeneration Scheme, 2000-2003 

Sudbury, Heritage Economic Regeneration Scheme (2003-2006) 

Pin Mill Regeneration (2006-2010) 

Mid Suffolk Contaminated Land Strategy (revised 2003) 

Contaminated Land Strategy, Babergh DC, 2009 

Landscape 

Joint Babergh and Mid Suffolk Landscape Guidance 2015 

Economy 

Babergh & Mid Suffolk DC: Joint Town Centres & Retail Study, 2015 

Babergh District Retail Study, 2008 – Babergh retail evidence update 2012 

BDC – Sudbury and Hadleigh Town Centre Health Check, 2011 

Sudbury Retail Study- Stage 1, 2011 

Babergh Infrastructure Delivery Plan, 2013 

Mid Suffolk Infrastructure Delivery Plan, 2014 

Babergh Local Transport Study (Jan 2010) Babergh LDF – Transport Impacts, 2010 

Sudbury Transport Study (Aug 2011) (Oct 2011) 

Mid Suffolk Contaminated Land Strategy, 2003 

MSDC Employment Land Study, 2011 

Stowmarket Masterplan and SAAP 2013 with supporting retail studies Donaldson’s 2007 

Haven Gateway – Employment Land Review & Strategic Site Study, 2009 

Haven Gateway – Driving the Haven Gateway Forward – The economic impact of the ports & logistics sector, 
2010 
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Transport and Connectivity 

Local Transport Action Plan for Chapel St Mary, 2006 

Babergh Local Transport Study Babergh LDF – Transport Impacts, 2010 

Sudbury Transport Study (Aug 2011) (Oct 2011) 

Stowmarket Transport Strategy Draft, 2010 

Stowmarket Transport Strategy Draft, 2010 

Babergh Economic Development Programme 

Babergh District Retail Study, 2008 – update 2012 

Local Reports and Assessments (Evidence Base) 

Babergh & Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan – Transport Modelling 

BMSDC Plan Viability Assessment 

BMSDC JLP Habitats Regulations Assessment  

BMSDC JLP Sustainability Appraisal 

Babergh and Mid Suffolk Community Infrastructure Study Review Viability Study 

BMSDC Revised Infrastructure Delivery Plan 

BMSDC Strategic Housing & Economic Land Availability Assessment (SHELAA) 

Ipswich Economic Area Employment Land Supply Assessment 

Babergh & Mid Suffolk Open Space Assessment 

Settlement Sensitivity Assessment – Landscape Fringes of Ipswich (2018) 

Babergh and Mid Suffolk Heritage & Settlement Sensitivity Assessment (2018) 

Babergh & Mid Suffolk Brownfield Land Register 

Ipswich Economic Area Sector Needs Assessment 

BMSDC Draft Strategic Housing & Economic Land Availability Assessment, 2017 

BMSDC Topic Paper: Settlement Hierarchy Review, 2017 

BMSDC JLP Sustainability Appraisal, 2017 

Babergh & Mid Suffolk Joint Annual Monitoring Report 2016-2017 (2017) 
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Ipswich & Waveney Housing Market Areas Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) – Part 1, 2017 

Ipswich & Waveney Housing Market Areas Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) – Part 2, 2017 

Gypsy, Traveller, Travelling Showpeople and Boat Dwellers Accommodation Needs Assessment (ANA), 
2017 

Babergh & Mid Suffolk Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report, 2017 

Economic Land Needs Assessment – Ipswich & Waveney Economic Areas, 2016 

Babergh & Mid Suffolk Town Centres & Retail Study, 2015 

Joint Babergh & Mid Suffolk Landscape Character Assessment, 2015 

Babergh & Mid Suffolk Community Infrastructure Levy Viability Study – Report Addendum: Viability Update 
on Revised Affordable Housing Thresholds, 2015 

Babergh & Mid Suffolk Community Infrastructure Levy Viability Study, 2014 

Mid Suffolk Infrastructure Delivery Plan, 2014 

Babergh Infrastructure Delivery Plan, 2013 

BMSDC Services Facilities Audit, 2017 

Mid Suffolk Functional Clusters Report, 2017 

Suffolk Historic Environment Record 

Babergh District Conservation Area Appraisals:  

Bildiston Conservation 2011 

Boxford Conservation 2011 

Brettenham Conservation 2013 

Bures St Mary Conservation 2007 

Chelsworth Conservation 2010 

Cockfield (Cross Green) 2013 

Glemsford 2008 

Hadleigh 2008 

Hartest 2013 

Higham 2010 
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Kersey 2010 

Kettlebaston 2013 

Lavenham 2010 

Little Waldingfield 2007 

Long Melford 2011 

Monks Eleigh 2012 

Nayland 2005 

Pin Mill 2007 

Polstead 2012 

Shotley Gate 2011 

Stoke by Nayland 2012 

Stratford St Mary 2008 

Sudbury 2009 

Woolverstone 2008 

Mid Suffolk District Conservation Area Appraisals:  

Badley 2012 

Beyton 2009 

Botesdale/Rickinghall 2011 

Codenham 2008 

Debenham 2009  

Drinkstone Mills 2013 

Eye 2011 

Felsham 2012 

Finningham 2009 

Fressingfield 2008 

Haughley 2008 
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Hoxne 2012 

Hunston 2009 

Laxfield 2012 

Mellis 2008 

Mendlesham 2008 

Metfield 2008 

Needham Market 2011 

Palgrave 2008 

Rattlesden 2012  

Redgrave 2011 

Stowmarket 2011 

Stradbroke 2011 

Tostock 2008 

Thrandeston 2008 

Walsham le Willows 2011 

Wattisfield 2009 

Wetheringsett 2011 

Wickham Skeith 2008 

Wingfield 2008 

Woolpit 2012 

 

The following section offers a summary of each of these above plans and programmes and the 
implications of them for the Plan and the SA. 

It should be noted that many of the Local Plan evidence base documents have been summarised in 
more depth within the relevant sections of Annex B which also accompanies the SA Environmental 
Report. These findings are summarised within that Annex and are not duplicated here. 
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3. Review of Plans and Programmes 

3.1 Review of International Plans and Programmes 

Table 1: Review of International Plans and Programmes 
- International 

Plans and 
Programmes 

- Purpose / Main Aims and Objectives - Relevance to the Local 
Plan / SA 

European 
Commission (EC) 
(2011)  

The policy aims to enjoy the benefits of a resource-
efficient and low-carbon economy, through 
achieving three conditions: 

• First, to take coordinated action in a wide 
range of policy areas and this action needs 
political visibility and support. 

• Second, act urgently due to long 
investment lead-times. While some actions 
will have a positive impact on growth and 
jobs in the short-term, others require an 
upfront investment and have long pay-
back times but will bring real economic 
benefits for the EU economy for decades 
to come. 

• Third, to empower consumers to move to 
resource-efficient consumption, to drive 
continuous innovation and ensure that 
efficiency gains are not lost. 

The Local Plan should 
incorporate these principles 
into the local scale 
development strategy in order 
to create targets that will 
contribute to the targets 
outlined by the EU. In this way, 
the Local Plan will assist in 
facilitating similar benefits as 
those described in the EC 
policy for the population of 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk.  

European Landscape 
Convention 2002  

The aims of this Convention are to promote 
landscape protection, management and planning, 
and to organise European co-operation on 
landscape issues. 

In order to co-operate on 
matters concerning landscape 
conservation and protection, 
the Local Plan will need to 
consult with this policy to inform 
practices of development and 
avoid substantial harm to 
protected landscapes.  

European Union 
Water Framework 
Directive 2000 

The framework amalgamates multiple directives 
into one to provide the operational tool for water 
treatment, setting the objectives for water 
protection for the future. Directives included in the 
framework are: 

• the Urban Waste Water Treatment 
Directive, providing for secondary 
(biological) waste water treatment, and 
even more stringent treatment where 
necessary.  

• the Nitrates Directive, addressing water 
pollution by nitrates from agriculture. 

• a new Drinking Water Directive, reviewing 
the quality standards and, where 

Treatment and recycling water 
in this way is a necessity for 
developments over a 
population threshold to adhere 
to the EU directive. The Local 
Plan should include waste 
water provisions and 
considerations for the EU water 
framework when constructing 
new developments to align with 
the approach defined in the 
directive. Complying with all 
aspects and directives ensures 
that the Local Plan will not have 
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necessary, tightening them (adopted 
November 1998),  

• a Directive for Integrated Pollution and 
Prevention Control (IPPC), adopted in 
1996, addressing pollution from large 
industrial installations. 

a detrimental effect on water 
courses in the District. 

European Union 
Nitrates Directive 
1991 

The Nitrates Directive (1991) aims to protect water 
quality across Europe by preventing nitrates from 
agricultural sources polluting ground and surface 
waters and by promoting the use of good farming 
practices. 

Treatment of waste water in 
this way is a necessity for 
developments over a 
population size threshold to 
adhere to the EU directive. The 
Local Plan should include 
Nitrate retention provisions 
when constructing new 
developments to align with the 
approach defined in the 
directive. 

European Union 
Noise Directive 2002 

The aim of this Directive shall be to define a 
common approach intended to avoid, prevent or 
reduce on a prioritised basis the harmful effects, 
including annoyance, due to exposure to 
environmental noise. To that end the following 
actions shall be implemented progressively: 
(a) the determination of exposure to environmental 
noise, through noise mapping, by methods of 
assessment common to the Member States; 
(b) ensuring that information on environmental 
noise and its effects is made available to the public; 
(c) adoption of action plans by the Member States, 
based upon noise-mapping results, with a view to 
preventing and reducing environmental noise 
where necessary and particularly where exposure 
levels can induce harmful effects on human health 
and to preserving environmental noise quality 
where it is good. 
This Directive shall also aim at providing a basis for 
developing Community measures to reduce noise 
emitted by the major sources, in particular road 
and rail vehicles and infrastructure, aircraft, outdoor 
and industrial equipment and mobile machinery.  

The Local Plan should adopt 
this strategy to noise pollution 
when permitting developments 
across the district. In special 
relation to the Ipswich Corridor 
as a main source of significant 
noise pollution, considerations 
should be made in the Local 
Plan for the proximity of 
developments to significant 
sources of noise pollution and 
any mitigating measures which 
could be employed to minimise 
the impact on the local 
population.  

European Union 
Floods Directive 
2007 

The purpose of this Directive is to establish a 
framework for the assessment and management of 
flood risks, aiming at the reduction of the adverse 
consequences for human health, the environment, 
cultural heritage and economic activity associated 
with floods in the Community. 

Flood risk policy in the Local 
Plan should be informed by the 
approach within the EU Floods 
Directive in order to align with 
European practices for flood 
prevention and management. 
The Joint Local Plan must 
contain significant 
considerations for the impact of 
flooding on the local population 
and the most effective ways to 
mitigate against flooding, which 
can be extrapolated and 
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applied to a local context from 
the EU directive. 

European Union Air 
Quality Directive 
2008 including 
previous versions. 

Council Directive 96/62/EC on ambient air quality 
assessment and management. 
Council Directive 1999/30/EC relating to limit 
values for sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide and 
oxides of nitrogen, particulate matter and lead in 
ambient air.  
Directive 2000/69/EC of the European Parliament 
and of the Council relating to limit values for 
benzene and carbon monoxide in ambient air. 
Directive 2002/3/EC of the European Parliament 
and of the Council relating to ozone in ambient air. 
This new Directive includes the following key 
elements: 

• that most of existing legislation be merged 
into a single directive (except for the fourth 
daughter directive) with no change to 
existing air quality objectives*  

• New air quality objectives for PM2.5 (fine 
particles) including the limit value and 
exposure related objectives – exposure 
concentration obligation and exposure 
reduction target  

• the possibility to discount natural sources 
of pollution when assessing compliance 
against limit values 

• possibility for time extensions of three 
years (PM10) or up to five years (NO2, 
benzene) for complying with limit values, 
based on conditions and the assessment 
by the European Commission. 

* Framework Directive 96/62/EC, 1-3 daughter 
Directives 1999/30/EC, 2000/69/EC, 2002/3/EC, 
and Decision on Exchange of Information 
97/101/EC. 

Air quality management 
principles relating to the range 
of pollutant gases outlines 
within the EU Air Quality 
Directive are a required 
consideration for the Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk Joint Local 
Plan to counteract emissions 
within the District. The Local 
Plan should adopt mitigation 
approaches to minimise the 
impact of the construction of 
new developments, increased 
energy consumption and road 
usage in the locality.  

European Union 
Directive on the 
Conservation of Wild 
Birds 2009 

This Directive relates to the conservation of all 
species of naturally occurring birds in the wild state 
in the European territory of the Member States to 
which the Treaty applies. It covers the protection, 
management and control of these species and lays 
down rules for their exploitation. 
It shall apply to birds, their eggs, nests and 
habitats. 
 

Conservation of bird species 
must be incorporated in 
ecological considerations when 
assessing the viability of a 
development. The Joint Local 
Plan, in conjunction with this 
EU directive, should evaluate 
the impact on bird habitats and 
include this consideration in the 
environmental assessment of 
potential sites.   

European Union 
Directive on the 
Conservation of 
Natural Habitats and 

The aim of this Directive shall be to contribute 
towards ensuring bio-diversity through the 
conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna 
and flora in the European territory of the Member 
States to which the Treaty applies. 

The Joint Local Plan should 
seek to ensure the 
conservation of habitats 
supporting ecological variance. 
This directive can inform the 
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of Wild Fauna and 
Flora 1992 

approach utilised in Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk for the 
protection of ecologically 
significant sites.  

European Union 
Biodiversity Strategy 
to 2020 

This strategy aims to conserve biodiversity within 
Europe in an attempt to achieve the following 
target and vision:  
2020 headline target 

• Halting the loss of biodiversity and the 
degradation of ecosystem services in the 
EU by 2020, and restoring them in so far 
as feasible, while stepping up the EU 
contribution to averting global biodiversity 
loss. 

2050 vision 
• By 2050, European Union biodiversity and 

the ecosystem services it provides — its 
natural capital — are protected, valued 
and appropriately restored for biodiversity's 
intrinsic value and for their essential 
contribution to human wellbeing and 
economic prosperity, and so that 
catastrophic changes caused by the loss 
of biodiversity are avoided. 

The Joint Local Plan should 
assess the impact of 
developments on the 
environment and biodiversity 
and include this consideration 
as a factor when evaluating the 
suitability of a site for 
development. This strategy 
provides the stance to 
development which does not 
negatively impact on 
biodiversity and the Joint Local 
Plan should adopt a similar 
approach to selecting 
development sites.  

United Nations Kyoto 
Protocol 

This protocol aims to Implement and/or further 
elaborate policies and measures for member states 
in accordance with its national circumstances, such 
as: 

• Enhancement of energy efficiency in 
relevant sectors of the national economy;  

• Protection and enhancement of sinks and 
reservoirs of greenhouse gases not 
controlled by the Montreal Protocol, taking 
into account its commitments under 
relevant international environmental 
agreements; promotion of sustainable 
forest management practices, afforestation 
and reforestation; 

• Promotion of sustainable forms of 
agriculture in light of climate change 
considerations; 

• Research on, and promotion, development 
and increased use of, new and renewable 
forms of energy, of carbon dioxide 
sequestration technologies and of 
advanced and innovative environmentally 
sound technologies; 

• Progressive reduction or phasing out of 
market imperfections, fiscal incentives, tax 
and duty exemptions and subsidies in all 
greenhouse gas emitting sectors that run 
counter to the objective of the Convention 
and application of market instruments; 

The Joint Local Plan should 
attempt to create new 
developments that adhere to 
the low carbon and low 
emissions ethos that is within 
the Kyoto Protocol. Any 
development that utilises new 
technologies, techniques or 
materials should be included in 
the Local Plan where possible 
and appropriate.  
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• Encouragement of appropriate reforms in 
relevant sectors aimed at promoting 
policies and measures which limit or 
reduce emissions of greenhouse gases 
not controlled by the Montreal Protocol; 

• Measures to limit and/or reduce emissions 
of greenhouse gases not controlled by the 
Montreal Protocol in the transport sector; 

• Limitation and/or reduction of methane 
emissions through recovery and use in 
waste management, as well as in the 
production, transport and distribution of 
energy 

World Commission 
on Environment and 
Development ‘Our 
Common Future’ 
1987 

This report aims were:  
to propose long-term environmental strategies for 
achieving sustainable development by the year 
2000 and beyond; to recommend ways concern for 
the environment may be translated into greater co-
operation among developing countries and 
between countries at different stages of economic 
and social development and lead to the 
achievement of common and mutually supportive 
objectives that take account of the 
interrelationships between people, resources, 
environment, and development;  

• to consider ways and means by which the 
international community can deal more 
effectively with environment concerns; and  

• to help define shared perceptions of long-
term environmental issues and the 
appropriate efforts needed to deal 
successfully with the problems of 
protecting and enhancing the environment, 
a long term agenda for action during the 
coming decades, and aspirational goals for 
the world community. 

The Local Plan would have to 
contribute to the co-operative 
effort to reduce the 
environmental impacts of 
development through policy to 
promote more efficient and 
carbon neutral techniques and 
materials in design and 
construction.  

The World Summit 
on Sustainable 
Development 
Johannesburg 
Summit 2002 

The Summit sought to address social, 
environmental and economic with particular focus 
on the issues facing some of the most deprived 
people across the world. It aimed to: 

• halve the proportion of the world's 
population that lives on less than $1 a day;  

• halve the number of people living without 
safe drinking water or basic sanitation; and  

• reduce mortality rates for infants and 
children under five by two thirds, and 
maternal mortality by three quarters; 

• Other provisions address a comprehensive 
range of environmental and development 
issues, such as climate change, energy, 
agriculture, trade, African development, 
and small island States. The 
Implementation Plan calls for a substantial 

Despite many of these issues 
and aims having limited 
relevance to the populations in 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk, who 
have a comparatively high level 
of wealth and a good quality of 
life, issues surrounding climate 
change and renewable energy 
have significant implications for 
development in the District. The 
Local Plan should strive to 
produce developments of low 
carbon housing and reduce 
environmental degradation 
through responsible design and 
construction practices.    
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increase in use of renewable sources of 
energy "with a sense of urgency". Although 
it sets no specific targets; implementation 
of a new global system for classification 
and labelling of chemicals was discussed 
in an attempt to restore depleted fish 
stocks. 

Environmental 
Assessment of Plans 
and Programmes 
Regulations (SEA 
Regulations) 

These regulations transpose the requirements of 
the SEA Directive (2001/42/EC) into national law. 
The SEA Directive sets out the requirement for an 
environmental assessment to be undertaken when 
preparing certain plans and programmes and also 
details which types of plans and programmes are 
likely to be subject to SEA. 
The regulations also set out procedures for 
preparing the environmental report and 
consultation. 

Local plans are subject to SEA. 
These regulations will help 
inform the content of the 
environmental report. By 
assessing impacts of any 
developments on the locality 
and investigating alternative 
approaches and sites, the 
development can meet the 
needs of Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk Districst while also 
positively impacting on the 
economy, society and 
environment where possible.  

The Conservation of 
Habitats and Species 
Regulations 

These regulations transpose the Habitats Directive 
into national law, and updates and consolidates all 
the amendments to the Regulations since they 
were first made in 1994.   
They set out protection and registry of European 
sites, including SACs and SPAs classified under 
the Birds Directive. They also make special 
provisions for the protection of European marine 
sites and the preservation of protected species. 

The Local Plan must ensure 
the protection of sites of 
European Significance in 
relation to their flora and fauna 
and enter into the agreement 
that compensatory measures 
will be required where damage 
may occur through 
development or the carrying 
out of extraction. 
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3.2 Review of National Plans and Programmes 

Table 2: Review of National Plans and Programmes 
- National 

Plans and 
Programmes 

- Purpose / Main Aims and Objectives - Relevance to the 
Local Plan / SA 

Planning Practice 
Guidance  

This web-based resource provides guidance to 
support the National Planning Policy Framework and 
its application in practice. It is also easy to link easily 
between the National Planning Policy Framework and 
relevant planning practice guidance, as well as 
between different categories of guidance. 

Provides guidance on the 
preparation of Local Plans 
and accompanying SEA.  

Localism Act 2011 The Localism Act makes provisions about the 
functions and procedures of local and certain other 
authorities. It provides a general power of competence 
for local authorities in England. It gives these 
authorities the same power to act that an individual 
generally has and provides that the power may be 
used in innovative ways, that is, in doing things that 
are unlike anything that a local authority – or any other 
public body – has done before or may currently do. 
Where an authority can do something under the 
power, the starting point is that there are to be no 
limits as to how the power can be exercised. The 
power does not need to be exercised for the benefit of 
any particular place or group and can be exercised 
anywhere and in any way.  

Since the Localism Act has 
enabled local authorities to 
support a much more 
localised approach to 
development than previously 
had been possible. Because 
of this, the Joint Local Plan 
can utilise statistics and 
information relating only to the 
Districts to inform planning 
policy and allow the focus to 
be primarily concerned with 
the benefits for the population 
within Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk.  

National Planning 
Policy Framework 

This framework sets out the Government’s planning 
policies for England and how these are expected to be 
applied. It replaces all Planning Policy Statements and 
Planning Policy Guidance.  
The framework seeks to contribute to the achievement 
of sustainable development by pursuing economic, 
environmental and social gains jointly and 
simultaneously through the planning system. It defines 
planning as having:  

• an economic role – contributing to building a 
strong, responsive and competitive economy;  

• a social role – supporting strong, vibrant and 
healthy communities; and  

• an environmental role – contributing to 
protecting and enhancing our natural, built 
and historic environment.  

The framework sets out 12 core land-use planning 
principles that local planning authorities should follow 
and provides guidance on preparing Local and 
Neighbourhood Plans and on determining planning 
applications. 

To ensure development is 
approached sustainably, the 
Joint Local Plan must be in 
conformity with this national 
planning document. 
Therefore, the Local Plan 
should be consistent with the 
principles and policies set out 
in this Framework, including 
the presumption in favour of 
sustainable development.  
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The framework also describes the role of planning in 
delivering sustainable development under 14 themes. 
These are: 

• Building a strong, competitive economy  
• Ensuring the vitality of town centres 
• Supporting a prosperous rural economy 
• Promoting sustainable transport 
• Supporting high quality communications 

infrastructure 
• Delivering a wide choice of high-quality 

homes 
• Requiring good design 
• Promoting healthy communities 
• Protecting Green Belt land 
• Meeting the challenge of climate change, 

flooding and coastal change 
• Conserving and enhancing the natural 

environment 
• Conserving and enhancing the historic 

environment 
• Facilitating the sustainable use of minerals 

A key part of the NPPF is the presumption in favour of 
sustainable development which is relevant to both 
plan making and decision making.  

Draft revised 
National Planning 
Policy Framework, 
MHCLG (March, 
2018) 

In March 2018, a series of proposed changes to the 
NPPF where consulted upon. This included changes 
regarding Green Belt land, added importance as to the 
role of small sites in Local Plans and a standardised 
approach to calculating housing needs at the local 
level.  

Any proposed changes are 
important to consider in 
regard to any future possible 
Local Plan review and 
housing needs beyond the 
plan period. 

Building a Greener 
Future: Policy 
Statement 

This document sets out the Government's intention for 
all new homes to be zero carbon by 2016 with a major 
progressive tightening of the energy efficiency building 
regulations - by 25 per cent in 2010 and by 44 per 
cent in 2013 - up to the zero-carbon target in 2016. In 
addition, the government introduced a time-limited 
stamp duty land tax relief with effect from 1 October 
2007 for new homes built to a zero-carbon standard.  

The Joint Local Plan should 
have regard to this policy 
statement and include 
measures which seek to 
achieve the targets set. New 
dwellings should strive to fulfil 
the aim of zero carbon 
housing wherever possible.   

Community 
Infrastructure Levy 
An Overview 

The Community Infrastructure Levy (the levy) came 
into force in April 2010. It allows local authorities in 
England and Wales to raise funds from developers 
undertaking new building projects in their area. The 
money can be used to fund a wide range of 
infrastructure that is needed as a result of 
development.   
The Community Infrastructure Levy charging 
authorities (charging authorities) in England will be 
district and metropolitan district councils, London 
borough councils, unitary authorities, national park 
authorities, The Broads Authority and the Mayor of 
London. These bodies all prepare development plans 
for their areas, which are informed by assessments of 

The Local Plan will need to 
set out the districts funding 
mechanism for new 
infrastructure and community 
facilities through the planning 
process. The Community 
Infrastructure Levy must be 
factored into costings of any 
developments.  
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the infrastructure needs for which the levy may be 
collected.  

Underground, Under 
Threat - Groundwater 
protection: policy and 
practice (GP3) 

This document sets out the Environment Agency’s 
(EA) aims and objectives for groundwater, their 
technical approach to its management and protection, 
the tools they use to do their work and the main 
policies and approach to the application of legislation. 
The main aims are: 

• To encourage co-operation between the EA 
and other bodies with statutory responsibilities 
for the protection of groundwater; 

• To promote policies, so that land-users and 
potential developers may anticipate how the 
EA are likely to respond to a proposal or 
activity; 

• To influence the decisions of other 
organisations on issues the EA are concerned 
about but which they do not regulate; 

• To ensure that groundwater protection and 
management are consistent with EA’s Vision 
for the environment and a sustainable future; 
and 

• To provide vital information and background 
on groundwater protection in England and 
Wales. 

Land use planning can have 
negative impacts on 
groundwaters. Relevant to the 
Local Plan, impacts can occur 
from urban development and 
over-abstraction.  

Model Procedures for 
the Management of 
Land Contamination 
– Contaminated 
Land Report 11 

The Model Procedures for the Management of Land 
Contamination provides the technical framework for 
structured decision making about land contamination. 
They encourage the formalisation of outputs from the 
process in the form of written records that contain 
details of specific project objectives, decisions and 
assumptions, as well as recommendations and other 
specific outputs. 
The Model Procedures have been developed to 
provide the technical framework for applying a risk 
management process when dealing with land affected 
by contamination. The process involves identifying, 
making decisions on, and taking appropriate action to 
deal with land contamination in a way that is 
consistent with government policies and legislation 
within the UK.  The basic process can be adapted to 
apply in a range of regulatory and management 
contexts, subject to any specific constraints arising 
from these contexts. The Model Procedures are 
intended to assist all those involved in “managing” the 
land – in particular landowners, developers, industry, 
professional advisers, financial service providers, 
planners and regulators. 
The technical approach presented in the Model 
Procedures is designed to be applicable to a range of 
non-regulatory and regulatory contexts that includes: 

• Development or redevelopment of land under 
the planning regime 

Contaminated land can affect 
Local Plan policy where it 
may present a risk to a range 
of receptors including 
humans, ecosystems, water 
quality, and property. Not 
understanding the risks may 
inhibit the development or 
redevelopment of land, and in 
some cases contribute to 
long-term dereliction and 
increase pressure to develop 
Greenfield land. In addition, 
the Local Plan should 
endeavour to incorporate best 
practice principles provided 
by the Model Procedures to 
prevent contamination in both 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk for 
the future and align with 
government policy and 
legislation.  
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• Regulatory intervention under Part IIA of the 
Environment Protection Act 1990 or Part III of 
the Waste & Contaminated Land (Northern 
Ireland) Order 1997 

• Voluntary investigation and remediation 
• Managing potential liabilities of those 

responsible for individual sites or a portfolio of 
sites 

Natural Environment 
and Rural 
Communities Act  

This document relates to nature conservation, 
biodiversity, SSSIs and Rights of Way amongst others 
in regard to a duty to protect, and enforce codes of 
conduct in relation to these designated and non-
designated elements of the environment. 

The Local Plan can influence 
the protection of these 
designations and non-
designated elements of the 
environments through policy 
and appropriate site 
allocations. 

Countryside and 
Rights of Way Act 
2000 

Further information on Rights of Way in relation to 
nature conservation with wildlife protection, SSSIs and 
biological diversity amongst other elements of the 
environment, including regulations to restrict the 
impacts of vehicles on the environment. 

The Local Plan can influence 
the protection of these 
designations and non-
designated elements of the 
environments through policy 
and appropriate site 
allocations. 

Environmental 
Assessment of Plans 
and Programmes 
Regulations 2004 
(the SEA 
Regulations). 

The SEA Regulations set out the mandatory 
requirements regarding Sustainability Appraisal for 
Local Plans and also the requirements of the process. 

The Local Plan must and has 
undertaken Sustainability 
Appraisal. These Regulations 
inform the SA as to what is 
required to be included in 
formulating and presenting 
the Report. 

Planning and 
Compulsory 
Purchase Act 

The PCPA requires local authorities to produce a local 
plan to guide future development and change within its 
area. 
The act aims to promote sustainable development by 
requiring a Sustainability Appraisal to be produced for 
all local plans, encouraging the integration of social, 
environmental and economic considerations into 
development documents. 

The RPB (in this case the 
District Councils) must:  
a) Carry out an appraisal of 
the sustainability of the 
proposals in the draft 
b) Prepare a report of the 
findings of the appraisal 
This appraisal informs the 
viability of any developments 
against economic, social and 
environmental effects, in 
order to assess the 
sustainability of any 
developments within the 
locality.  

The Air Quality 
Strategy for England, 
Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland 
(2007) 

This Air Quality Strategy sets out air quality objectives 
and policy options to further improve air quality in the 
UK from today into the long term. As well as direct 
benefits to public health, these options are intended to 
provide important benefits to quality of life and help to 
protect our environment. 

Air quality in Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk requires protection 
from the strain of further 
development and additional 
housing and vehicles 
producing pollutants. 
Considerations for air quality 
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should be present within the 
Local Plan, with reduction and 
mitigation measures present 
where necessary and 
possible.  

Safeguarding Our 
Soils: A Strategy for 
England (2009) 

By 2030, the strategy aims to have all of England’s 
soils to be managed sustainably and degradation 
threats tackled successfully. This will improve the 
quality of England’s soils and safeguard their ability to 
provide essential services for future generations. 

• agricultural soils will be better managed and 
threats to them will be addressed; 

• soils will play a greater role in the fight against 
climate change and in helping us to manage 
its impacts; 

• soils in urban areas will be valued during 
development, and construction practices will 
ensure vital soil functions can be maintained;  

• pollution of our soils is prevented, and our 
historic legacy of contaminated land is being 
dealt with. 

Soil quality has a key role in 
water quality, climate change 
issues and the historic legacy 
and health of the 
environment. The Local Plan 
should attempt to retain and 
protect soil quality within 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk 
through construction 
techniques. Through aligning 
with the strategy, 
development in Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk can occur 
responsibly without causing 
soil degradation.  

Natural Environment 
White Paper: The 
Natural Choice: 
Securing the Value of 
Nature (2011) 

This document strives to safeguard the environment 
through the promotion of a number of aims: 

• facilitating greater local action to protect and 
improve nature; 

• creating a green economy, in which economic 
growth and the health of our natural resources 
sustain each other, and markets, business 
and Government better reflect the value of 
nature;  

• strengthening the connections between 
people and nature to the benefit of both; and 

• showing leadership in the European Union 
and internationally, to protect and enhance 
natural assets globally. 

The Local Plan would benefit 
from incorporating the values 
of this document when 
planning and constructing 
new developments. The 
protection of natural assets 
and the advancement of a 
green economy within the 
Districts would assist in 
improving the economic, 
social and environmental 
situation in the area. The 
Local Plan should adopt 
these aims in policy for future 
development plans.  

The National 
Adaptation 
Programme – 
Making the Country 
Resilient to a 
Changing Climate 
(2013) 

The programme seeks to address risks associated 
with climate change issues through objectives relating 
to: 

• Increasing awareness 
• Increasing resilience to current extremes 
• Taking timely action for long-lead time 

measures 
• Addressing major evidence gaps. 

At the core of the programme 
is the notion of pre-emptive 
action to avoid any severe 
impacts on the environment. 
This should be integrated into 
the Joint Local Plan as a 
strategy to predict and 
mitigate impacts of 
development and reduce the 
environmental degradation 
arising from construction and 
increased pollution 
production.  

Planning Policy for 
Traveller Sites (2012) 

The aims for this policy are: The Local Plan would need to 
include information on the 
requirements of land and 
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• that local planning authorities should make 
their own assessment of need for the 
purposes of planning 

• to ensure that local planning authorities, 
working collaboratively, develop fair and 
effective strategies to meet need through the 
identification of land for sites 

• to encourage local planning authorities to plan 
for sites over a reasonable timescale 

• that plan-making and decision-taking should 
protect Green Belt from inappropriate 
development 

• to promote more private traveller site 
provision while recognising that there will 
always be those travellers who cannot provide 
their own sites 

• that plan-making and decision-taking should 
aim to reduce the number of unauthorised 
developments and encampments and make 
enforcement more effective 

• for local planning authorities to ensure that 
their Local Plan includes fair, realistic and 
inclusive policies 

• to increase the number of traveller sites in 
appropriate locations with planning 
permission, to address under provision and 
maintain an appropriate level of supply 

• to reduce tensions between settled and 
traveller communities in plan-making and 
planning decisions 

• to enable provision of suitable 
accommodation from which travellers can 
access education, health, welfare and 
employment infrastructure 

• for local planning authorities to have due 
regard to the protection of local amenity and 
local environment 

provision for Gypsy and 
Traveller communities within 
the Districts due to the 
identified need for sites within 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk. The 
Joint Local Plan would also 
need to deter unauthorised 
sites arising. By aligning with 
this policy, the Gypsy and 
Traveller community can be 
accommodated and 
integrated whilst protecting 
the natural environment within 
the Districts.   
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3.3 Review of Sub-National Plans and Programmes 
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- Sub-
National 
Plans and 
Programme
s 

- Purpose / Main Aims and Objectives - Relevance to the 
Local Plan / SA 

- Living with 
Climate 
Change in 
the East of 
England – 
Summary 
Report 
supported by 
technical 
report, 2003 
(RSS) 

- The East of England Plan supersedes an 
initial RSS which comprised the former 
Regional Planning Guidance for East Anglia 
with relevant sections of the former Guidance 
for the South East and Thames Gateway  

- The objectives laid out in the report are as 
follows: 

i) To reduce the region’s impact on, and 
exposure to, the effects of climate change 
by: 

- Location development so as to reduce the need 
to travel; 

- Effecting a major shift in travel away from car 
use towards public transport, walking and 
cycling; 

- Maximising the energy efficiency of development 
and promoting the use of renewable and low 
carbon energy sources; and 

- Reducing the risk of adverse impact of flooding 
on people, property and wildlife habitats. 

ii) To address housing shortages in the region 
by: 

- Securing a step change in the delivery of 
additional housing throughout the region, 
particularly the key centres for development and 
change; and 

- Giving priority to the provision of affordable 
housing to meet identified needs. 

iii) To realise the economic potential of the 
region and its people by: 

- facilitating the development needed to support 
the region’s business sectors and clusters, 
improving skills and widening opportunities in 
line with the Regional Economic Strategy;  

- providing for job growth broadly matching 
increases in housing provision and improving the 
alignment between the locations of workplaces 
and homes;  

- maintaining and strengthening the East of 
England’s inter-regional connections by 
improving access to economic opportunities in 

- The report outlines 
the ways in which the 
sustainability 
objectives can be 
incorporated within 
Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk. The 
promotion of cycling 
and public transport 
in Ipswich is an 
example how public 
initiative reduces the 
effects of climate 
change.  

- The Hidden Needs 
Report for Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk 
outline that despite 
the Districts being 
relatively affluent, 
there are low income 
households that are 
either living in fuel 
poverty, unsafe 
households or are 
being driven out of 
the housing market 
due to high market 
prices. The Report 
therefore provides a 
framework for 
Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk to meet the 
demands of their 
Districts in relation to 
climate change. 
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London; and  

-  ensuring adequate and sustainable transport 
infrastructure. 

iv) To improve the quality of life for the people of 
the region by: 

- ensuring new development fulfils the principles of 
sustainable communities, providing a well-
designed living environment adequately 
supported by social and green infrastructure;  

- promoting social cohesion by improving access 
to work, services and other facilities, especially 
for those who are disadvantaged;  

- maintaining cultural diversity while addressing 
the distinctive needs of each part of the region;  

- promoting regeneration and renewal of 
disadvantaged areas; and 

- increasing community involvement in the 
implementation of the strategy at the local level. 

v) To improve and conserve the region’s 
environment by: 

- ensuring the protection and enhancement of the 
region’s environmental assets, including the built 
and historic environment, landscape and water; 

- re-using previously developed land and seeking 
environmental as well as development gains 
from the use of previously undeveloped land;  

- protecting and, where appropriate, enhancing 
biodiversity through the protection of habitats 
and species and creating new habitats through 
development;  

- providing a network of accessible multi-functional 
greenspace; and  

- reducing the demand for and use of water and 
other natural resources and reducing waste, 
whilst increasing the sustainable management of 
waste. 

- Transformin
g Suffolk, 
Suffolk’s 
Community 
Strategy 
2008 to 
2028 

- The Strategy aims for the Suffolk Strategic 
Partnership and the organisations that form it 
to work together to deliver improvements to 
the quality of life in Suffolk, for its people and 
communities.  

- In order to achieve the ambition to be 
recognised for its outstanding quality of life, a 
place where everyone can realise their 
potential, benefit from and contribute to 
Suffolk’s economic prosperity and be actively 

- The main principles 
of the Strategy is to 
plan for growth in the 
most sustainable 
way achievable. The 
Joint Local Plan must 
adhere to these aims 
in order to grow 
alongside the rest of 
Suffolk, meeting the 
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involved in their community, four main 
themes have been identified: 

- A prosperous and vibrant economy: an aim to be 
the most innovative and diverse economy in the 
East of England; 

- Learning and skills for the future: an aim to have 
learning and skills in the top quartile in the 
country; 

- The greenest county: to be the county with the 
greatest reduction in carbon emissions; and 

- Safe, healthy and inclusive communities: aim to 
create a place where everyone is safe, healthy 
and involved, no matter who they are, or where 
in the county they live. 

aims set out.   

- The Strategy is 
relevant to the Joint 
Local Plan due to the 
rural nature of both 
districts and the 
Strategy’s aims to 
become the greenest 
county. 

- Joint Health 
and 
Wellbeing 
Strategy for 
Suffolk 
(2012-2022) 

- Suffolk’s Health and Wellbeing Board has the 
duty to encourage integrated working 
between healthy, care, police and other 
public services in order to improve wellbeing 
outcomes for Suffolk.  

- The Transformation Challenge Award (TCA) 
is funding awarded by the Department for 
Communities and Local Government in 
January 2015 to Public Sector Leaders to 
support the delivery of the integration 
ambitions of public sector partners in Suffolk. 
Five pillars have been identified: 

-  • Localism  

- • Health, Care and Safety  

- • Medium Term Financial Planning  

- • Intelligence, Insight and Digital  

- • Growth 

- The Localism strand has a focus on primary 
prevention and the need to support the 
development of resilient communities, to 
reduce the need for public services and 
ensure that those who need it have early 
support wherever possible from within their 
community. 

- The Strategy 
provides key 
information on the 
state of Suffolk 
including Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk 
which is beneficial to 
the Joint Local Plan 
in forming a basis of 
understanding. The 
key aims of the 
strategy include 
supporting local 
communities and 
reducing the need for 
public services, 
which have the 
potential to be met 
through the Joint 
Local Plan. 

- NHS Suffolk 
– Your Care 
Matters – 
Strategic 
Plan 2008-
2013 (March 
2009) 

- The Strategic Plan outlines the main 
objectives as follows: 

- Improve health and wellbeing; 

- Commission healthcare services; 

- Protect health; and 

- The Plan helps form 
the evidence base of 
the JLP due to the 
statistics and 
forecasting of health 
in Suffolk.  
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- Directly provide community healthcare services. 

-  

- The NHS Suffolk serves 600,000 people in 
Suffolk apart from the people living in the 
Waveney areas (whose services are 
provided by NHS Great Yarmouth and 
Waveney). The plan examines health as it is 
now, examining current trends and areas for 
both celebration and concern. This forms the 
basis for the setting of priorities and targets 
for the future.  

Ipswich and East 
CCG Integrated 
Plan 2012- 2014 

-  

- The Integrated Plan sets out a high-level 
strategy for ensuring delivery of operational, 
financial and improvement plans. Outlining 
the key figures of the demographic, for 
example, 9.3% are aged 75 or over, the plan 
can outline the national and regional 
priorities to meet the vision and intentions.  

- The Ipswich and East and West Suffolk 
System Leadership Boards role is to identify 
and agree on areas of beneficial joint 
working, agree plans to deliver the joint 
strategic aims where cross organisational co-
operation is required and to scrutinise the 
progress of the joint delivery workstreams 
and remove blockages to progress.  

- Patients and the wider public will be well-
informed about where and how to access 
their local health services and patients will be 
largely in control of when and how services 
are provided to them and offered a choice of 
their care provider for specific services 
through the Any Qualified Provider (AQP) 
programme.  

- The Plan outlines the 
need for patients and 
the wider public to 
access local health 
services to ensure 
that their wider 
needs are being met. 
The inclusion of 
these principles in 
the JLP will result in 
a healthier Suffolk, 
meeting the aims of 
several policies 
aforementioned in 
providing exemplar 
healthcare and 
reducing negative 
health statistics such 
as obesity.  

West Suffolk CCG 
Integrated Plan 
2012- 2014 

- The CCG for West Suffolk has developed its 
own distinctive ambition and underpinning 
priorities for 2012-15 to accelerate the 
delivery of QIPP and provide a local 
approach for delivery of the Joint Suffolk 
Health and Wellbeing strategy. At the heart 
of our Ambition is the view that greater 
integrated working is the primary vehicle to 
improve the quality of the local health 
services. 

- Supporting the delivery of the CCG ambition 
are six priorities, which are as follows:  

- • Develop clinical leadership;  

- • Demonstrate excellence in patient 

- By targeting specific 
health indicators 
such as mental 
health, the Plan 
helps to directly 
address the issues 
within Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk 
concerning health. 
An ageing population 
will result in an 
increase in demand 
for health services so 
by incorporating 
these priorities into 
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experience and patient engagement;  

- • Improve the health and care of older 
people;  

- • Improve access to mental health services;  

- • Improve health and wellbeing through 
partnership working;  

- • Deliver financial sustainability through 
quality improvement. 

the JLP, planning for 
growth will ensure 
that the needs of the 
Districts are met 
sustainably.  

Suffolk JSNA Health 
and Care 
Assessments 

- The JSNA provides information that 
establishes current and future health needs 
of a local population. It comprises of 
information from the Annual Public Health 
Report, JSNA ‘Topic Reports’, Health Needs 
Assessments, Pharmaceutical Needs 
Assessments, State of Suffolk Report (every 
3 years) and the Joint Health and Wellbeing 
Strategy.  

- The main aim of the JSNA is to accurately 
assess the health needs of a local 
population in order to improve the physical 
and mental health and wellbeing of 
individuals and communities.  The JSNA 
underpins the Health and Wellbeing 
Strategy.  

- The presence of the Suffolk JSNA helps to: 

- Plan services and address health inequalities 

- Provide opportunities to engage with individuals 
and communities 

- Identify service need, and allocate resources 
effectively; and 

- Develop creative and effective interventions.  

- The JSNA aids in the 
planning for/ delivery 
of health services 
due to the exact 
statistics of both 
current health care 
provision and unmet 
requirements.  

The State of Suffolk 
Report (June 2015) 

- Suffolk’s first JSNA was published in 2008, 
with the 2011 State of Suffolk Report being 
the first major update. 

- The purpose of the document is to provide 
the evidence to enable the Suffolk Health 
and Wellbeing Board to identify and refresh 
the priorities of the Health and Wellbeing 
Strategy 2012-2022. 

- The report sets out a number of priorities to 
focus on, including creating the greenest 
county and improving local response. It also 
outlines preventions interventions, showing 
that these can take place at a population or 
individual level are help prevent avoidable ill 

- The Report 
combines information 
from aforementioned 
documents to 
provide a 
comprehensive 
review of the key 
statistics of the 
health sector within 
Suffolk. This all-
encompassing 
Report assists the 
Joint Local Plan in 
forecasting health 
care needs as 
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health effects.  

- The outcomes identified based on the 
information of the JSNA are as follows: 

- Every child in Suffolk has the best start in life; 

- Suffolk residents have access to a healthy 
environment and take responsibility for their own 
health and wellbeing; 

- Older people in Suffolk have a good quality of 
life; and 

- People in Suffolk have the opportunity to 
improve their mental health and wellbeing. 

- This report is themed around a life course 
approach and takes heed of the outcome 
frameworks for Adult Social Care, the NHS 
and Public Health. 

Suffolk plans for 
growth. By planning 
preventions and 
interventions, both 
the overall population 
and the individual 
have their health 
needs met, reducing 
the pressures on 
healthcare services. 

Police and Crime 
Plan for Suffolk 
(2013- 2017) 

- The Police and Crime Plan for Suffolk sets 
outs objectives which will be underpinned by 
performance measures and action plans that 
will be used to assess how well the 
objectives are being achieved. The four 
objectives are as follows: 

- Responding to emergencies 

- Solving crime 

- Preventing and reducing crime and ASB 

- Caring for victims and vulnerable people. 

- The Plan outlines medium term aspirations 
for the policing of Suffolk in conjunction with 
a strategic plan to outline the longer-term 
policing aspirations.  

- The Plan highlights the need for local-style 
community-based policing. The Safer 
Neighbourhood Team (SNT) work closely 
with communities to address the priorities 
that are important to them. There are 29 
SNTs operating throughout Suffolk which 
comprise police officers, police community 
support officers and colleagues from partner 
agencies. The combination of resources and 
collaborative working enables the tackling of 
threats in order to achieve lower crime levels.  

- The Plan helps meet 
the objectives for 
aforementioned 
policies through the 
reduction of crime 
rates in Suffolk. The 
Plan forms part of 
the Joint Local Plan’s 
evidence base due to 
the information 
provided on crime. 

Western Area 
Community Safety 
Partnership (2013-
14) 

- The main objective of the Partnership is to 
report on the Western Suffolk Community 
Safety Partnership (WSCSP) progress on the 
projects funded through the Police and Crime 
Commissioner.  

- The allocation of 
funds to the WASCP 
ensures that the 
projects set out by 
the Police and Crime 
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- The partnership has been allocated 
£72,238.27 from the PCC to commission 
projects which deliver against the priorities of 
both the CSP and those of the Police and 
Crime Plan. 

- This report provides the panel with an 
overview of projects commissioned during 
Q1 – Q4 and their progress to date, including 
evidential data to show an impact within a 
certain area. 

Plan for Suffolk are 
being met. The Joint 
Local Plan uses this 
report as an 
evidence base as it 
provides an up-to-
date timeline of crime 
prevention and 
reduction projects. 

State of Children in 
Suffolk 2014 

- This report combines data from national 
bodies, Suffolk County Council, and partner 
organisations to assess the health and 
wellbeing of children and young people 
(CYP) in Suffolk. It comprises four chapters: 
demographic information, vulnerable groups, 
health, and education. 

- The report covers five main points which 
include population, deprivation, services, 
caring and resilience. Each of these 
categories provide statistics relevant to each 
and outline how Suffolk compares with the 
national averages e.g. Forest Heath and 
Ipswich have the highest percentages of 0-
24 year olds within their overall population, 
with a third of their populations being aged 
between 0-24 years, which is higher than the 
county, regional and national averages. 

- This report benefits 
from the Hidden 
Needs Report for 
Suffolk. It provides 
the Joint Local Plan 
a comprehensive 
overview of statistics 
concerning children 
in Suffolk, and how it 
compares to other 
districts throughout 
the country. The JLP 
benefits from this as 
it provides 
information on areas 
which can be 
adequately planned 
for.  

Suffolk Community 
Foundation- Hidden 
Needs Report (2011 
and 2016) 

- The Report provides an overview of how 
Suffolk has fared since the first Hidden 
Needs Assessment was published in 2011. 
The report provides information on topics 
such as child poverty to inform, educate and 
coordinate initiatives to tackle the injustices 
outlined throughout.  

- The overarching aim is to take an evidence-
based approach to improving the lives of 
Suffolk residents. It seeks to inform 
awareness of the extent, type and 
distribution of need and deprivation in the 
county, in a way that reflects:  

- • the varying incidence of deprivation 
between districts in the county;  

- • that disadvantage is in some places highly 
concentrated and localised within particular 
neighbourhoods of the county’s towns;  

- • that many deprived individuals and 
households live in advantaged 

- The Report provides 
the JLP key 
information on 
deprived areas within 
Suffolk, aiding the 
appropriate planning 
for such areas and 
key sectors which 
would be of benefit 
e.g. GP surgery.  

- The statistics 
provided in the 
Report form a key 
part of the evidence 
base.  
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neighbourhoods, and may find it more 
difficult to gain access to support and 
services;  

- • the implications of the largely rural 
character of the county for analysing 
deprivation. 

Moving Forward: 
Travel and Health in 
Suffolk: The 2013 
Annual Public 
Health Report 

- The report highlights current trends in travel 
in order to forecast how to best provide 
infrastructure and initiatives for future 
travellers. Of the 730,000 people living in 
Suffolk, approximately one third lives in 
either Ipswich, Bury St Edmunds and 
Lowestoft, a third in market towns and a third 
within rural areas. This composition means 
that most residents will commute to the 
nearest main employment or shopping area.  

- Suffolk’s Local Transport Plan details ways 
to improve health through transport and 
includes: 

- • Creating pedestrian and cycle-friendly 
environments that support active travel, in 
towns and on the wider rights of way 
network.  

- • Educating front-line health workers about 
transport options and the importance of 
communicating these to patients.  

- • Promoting road safety through education.  

- • Supporting engineering and enforcement to 
reduce the number of traffic incidents.  

- The Local Transport Plan recognises that 
using sustainable modes of travel 
demonstrates benefits to health as well as 
reducing congestion, one of the key transport 
impacts that causes issues for Suffolk’s 
economy 

- The Report provides 
the Joint Local Plan 
key statistics on 
transport movements 
and key routes 
throughout the 
county. Planning for 
growth, as outlined in 
the JLP, is covered 
within the Report and 
so forms a key part 
of the JLP evidence 
base.  

- Aforementioned 
policies mention the 
need to plan for 
sustainable 
transport, through 
the provision of bus 
routes, cycle 
networks and 
pavements. This 
report outlines these 
requirements which 
provides the JLP with 
a relevant 
framework.  

Suffolk County 
Council 
Comprehensive 
Equalities Policy 
2009 – 2012 

- In May 2012, the county council adopted a 
new set of corporate priorities for the year 
2012-13. These priorities give a clear 
direction about what is important and how 
that links into the work we do every day. The 
five priorities are: 

- Economic growth and jobs; 

- Education; 

- Caring for vulnerable people; 

- Localism and ‘Our Place’; and 

- The JLP will benefit 
from the objectives 
within this Policy due 
to the aims to 
strengthen 
communities and a 
sense of place. The 
overview provided 
within the Policy 
allows for Suffolk, 
and subsequently 
Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk, to review 
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- Building on Suffolk’s strengths. 

- The report provides information about the 
progress that has been made during 2012-13 
to embed equalities and inclusion into the 
work of the county council. 

their demographics 
and plan for the 
inclusion of all 
persons from all 
groups into society.  

Suffolk’s Strategy 
for Learning 2004-9: 
The Single Plan 
(March 2004) 

- The aim of the Plan is to provide objectives 
and aims to enhance educational attainment 
across Suffolk, making a positive contribution 
to both well-being and economic 
development throughout the District. The 
Plan sets out a Strategy for learning and 
encourages innovative approaches to 
education.  

- The Plan sets out the 
main aims for 
education within 
Suffolk to enhance 
both an increase in 
well-being and 
economic attainment 
for students 
throughout the 
District.  

Suffolk County 
Council – School 
Organization Plan 
2006-11 (August 
2006) 

- The purpose of the School Organisation Plan 
is to set out the findings of the Policy 
Development Panel (PDP) and their 
recommendations to Cabinet.  

- There have been needs within school’s 
across Suffolk identified within the Plan, 
including outcomes to ensure that children 
can be healthy, stay safe, enjoy and achieve, 
make a positive contribution and achieve 
economic well-being. These outcomes for 
children and young people underpin the 
Council’s strategy for integrated children’s 
services, particularly at local community 
level, where the pattern of facilities depends 
on confirmation of the pattern of school 
provision.  

- The Plan recognises the changing 
demographic of Suffolk and compares the 
statistics of the County to the national 
average. This enables school’s to best 
compare their results to achieve the highest 
standards and grades possible.  

Outlines a number of factors that need to be 
addressed which includes: 

- Pupil performance 
- Local and national development in 14-19 

education and training 
- Population change 
- Policy issues arising from Every Child 

Matters and Building School for the Future, 
- National trends including the reduction in the 

number of middle schools 

- The Plan provides 
information on the 
state of schools 
within Suffolk. By 
comparing statistics 
from districts within 
the county, Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk can 
plan for education 
provisions to ensure 
that any new 
residential 
development will not 
result in school’s 
capacity not being 
sufficient to 
accommodate new 
students whilst 
maintaining high 
standards.  
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Sport and 
Recreation Needs 
Assessment 
(August 2014) 

- The Most Active County partnership was 
established in 2012 to work towards Suffolk 
becoming the most active county in the 
country. The partnership involves key 
agencies and organisations collaborating to 
bring added value to the work that many 
organisations across Suffolk are doing to 
address physical inactivity. 

- The four key aims of the assessment was to:  

1) Provide a detailed overview of the Sport and 
Physical Activity sectors in Suffolk  

2) Assess the value and position of the Sport and 
Physical Activity sectors in Suffolk  

3) Identify major opportunities and future drivers of 
growth for the Sport and Physical Activity sectors 
in Suffolk 

4) Propose a series of recommendations to help 
grow and develop the sectors in Suffolk 

-  

- The core theme of 
the Assessment is 
the overall 
improvement in 
health throughout 
Suffolk. The JLP can 
include the 
framework provided 
throughout the 
assessment in order 
to base their sport 
and recreation needs 
and the provision of 
facilities off to plan 
effectively.  

Suffolk Planning 
Biodiversity Action 
Plan (2012) 

- The aim of the Action Plan is to provide 
clarity for planners by collating all the 
information on the county’s Biodiversity 
Action Plans (BAPs) in one place and 
rationalising all the relevant actions 
contained within previous BAPs.  

- Under the 2010/2011 Suffolk BAP review, 
the new species and habitats plans were 
launched in the Autumn of 2011. The revised 
format plans were aimed to help partners 
work together more effectively to deliver 
biodiversity gains.  

- The Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2010 enshrine the EC Habitats 
Directive into UK law.  The Natural 
Environment and Rural Communities Act 
2006 (called the NERC Act) recognises the 
key role that public bodies have to play in the 
conservation of biodiversity. This has been 
formalised within Section 40 of the Act (or 
‘Biodiversity Duty’): 

-  “Every public body must, in exercising its 
functions, have regard, so far as is 
consistent, with the proper exercise of those 
functions, to the purpose of conserving 
biodiversity”. 

- The aims of the Plan, 
to provide clarity for 
planners on 
Biodiversity, allows 
for Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk District 
Council to use this 
information to 
adequately and 
efficiently plan for 
Biodiversity within 
the districts.  

- The protection and 
retention of 
biodiversity habitats 
within Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk allows for 
the aims of 
aforementioned 
strategies to be met, 
such as becoming 
the greenest county.   

The Stour and - The Scheme of Management sets out the - The JLP benefits 
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Orwell Estuaries: 
scheme of 
management, and 
management 
strategy (Suffolk 
Coasts and Heaths) 
(2010) Updated 
2013 – 2018 

Relevant Authorities’ statutory duties, in 
relation to their current and future operations, 
required to ensure the protection of the SPA. 

- Once a site has been classified as a Special 
Protection Area, Regulation 33 of the 
Habitats Regulations requires that Natural 
England advises other Relevant Authorities 
as to the conservation objectives for the site, 
and the types of activities that may adversely 
affect it. The resulting document, known as 
the ‘Regulation 33 advice package’, is the 
basis upon which the Scheme of 
Management is written. 

- Guidelines from the Department of the 
Environment, Fisheries and Rural Affairs 
(Defra) promote the use of formal Schemes 
of Management as the most effective means 
of joint working by regulatory bodies (i.e. 
Relevant Authorities). This Management 
Scheme has been drawn up as a framework 
to enable the Relevant Authorities to carry 
out their responsibilities and functions, in line 
with the requirements of The Conservation 
(Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994, 
and with regard to the nature conservation 
features for which the Stour and Orwell 
European Marine Site has been designated. 

from the Strategy 
due to the criteria set 
out for sites involving 
the protection of 
watercourses. 
Development must 
not cause harm to 
the Suffolk Coasts 
and Heaths and this 
strategy provides a 
framework for ways 
to achieve this.  

- Without adhering to 
the aims set out in 
this Strategy, the 
pollution and 
mismanagement of 
the watercourse 
would cause harm to 
not only the 
watercourse itself, 
but the biodiversity 
associated.  

The Suffolk 
Landscape 
Character 
Assessment (SCC, 
2011) 

- The Assessment is designed to support work 
to maintain and restore the landscape of 
Suffolk, particularly through the planning 
system. The project has assessed the 
landscape of the county and identified thirty 
distinct types of landscape within it. The 
maps provided outline the characteristics of 
each landscape typology which is useful in 
aiding developers on land type, including 
urban, to determine if the land is appropriate.  

- The identification of 
30 landscapes within 
Suffolk shows that 
not only the need for 
the natural 
environment be 
planned for, but the 
built landscapes 
within these too.  

- The historic 
settlements within 
Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk require 
adequate and 
appropriate planning 
for to ensure that 
there is no harm to 
either landscapes 
nor the settlements 
within them.  

Suffolk Local 
authorities – Air 
Quality 

- The supplementary planning guidance on air 
quality have two initial aims to: 

- New developments 
within Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk must 
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Management & New 
Development, 2011 

- Maintain and where possible improve air 
quality; 

- Ensure a consistent approach to local air 
quality management and new development 
across the county by: 

1. Identifying circumstances where an air 
quality assessment would be required to 
accompany an application 

2. Providing guidance on the requirements of 
the air quality assessment 

3. Providing guidance on mitigation and 
offsetting of impacts. 

- The aim of the air quality legislation and 
policy in the United Kingdom is to ensure that 
the air quality does not cause harm to human 
health and the environment. 

- Local Authorities have a duty to review and 
assess local air quality under Part IV of the 
Environment Act 1995. 

adhere to the AQMA 
requirements to 
ensure that there is 
not a substantial 
decline in air quality, 
inevitably resultant of 
new development.   

- Developing without 
referring to the 
objectives set out in 
the AQMA would 
result in a massive 
decline in both air 
quality and overall 
health, resulting in 
detrimental impacts 
for society, the 
environment and the 
economy. 

Suffolk Climate 
Action Plan 3, July 
2012 

- Adhering to the targets sets out by the UK 
Climate Change Act 2008, The Committee 
on Climate Change and the Paris Climate 
Change Agreement, the Partnership has set 
its own target: 

- “To facilitate a reduction in absolute carbon 
emissions in Suffolk of 35% on 2010 levels 
by 2025 and 75% by 2050, in line with the 
UK Climate Change Act 2008”. 

- The key challenges for Suffolk include: 
increased flood risk; water scarcity; health 
during increasingly frequent extreme weather 
events; the ability of Suffolk’s infrastructure 
to cope with changing demand and use; 
organisational resilience to climate change; 
and changes to natural systems. 

- The Action Plan sets out ways in which to 
mitigate against and reduce the impact of 
these risks.  

- The Climate Plan 
regarding Suffolk 
specifically 
(operating under the 
larger-scale EU 
climate plans) 
provides a detailed 
overview of the state 
of the climate within 
the county and the 
ways in which the 
detriments of climate 
change can be 
mitigated against in a 
localised context.  

Guidance on 
insurance and 
planning in Flood 
Risk Areas for Local 
Planning Authorities 
in England: 
Association of 
British 
Insurers/National 

- The Report outlines the main immediate and 
long-term dangers and effects that flooding 
has on well-being and infrastructure and sets 
out ways in which to mitigate against this 
damage. It outlines a flood preparation guide, 
emergency flood kit essentials and other 
such useful recommendations for before, 
during and after flooding occurs.  

- Provides essential 
information for 
residents and 
businesses to protect 
lives and valuables 
before, during and 
after flooding.  
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Flood Forum”, 2013 - Due to Babergh and Mid Suffolk being at 
high risk from flooding, this Report is 
essential in the safe and efficient mitigation 
and preparation for potential flooding.  

Environment Act, 
1995 

- The Environment Act provides a framework 
for the protection, conservation and retention 
of the natural environment throughout the 
UK. Guidance is provided for contaminated 
land, national parks, air quality, waste, and 
encompasses a variety of sub-section that 
encourage sustainable development.  

- Provides a 
framework for 
sustainable 
development and 
provides information 
on mitigating any 
potential harm to the 
natural environment 
throughout the UK.  

“Adapting to Climate 
Change: A guide for 
local councils” – 
DEFRA 2010 

- The Report provides local councils with 
information on how the environment is 
changing due to climate change and how 
best to mitigate and reduce the risks of 
climate change. Recommendations are 
provided in terms of planting, buildings and 
infrastructure, housing, waste, sustainable 
transport farming and funding. Agencies that 
are of use to the local council are provided 
and a list of powers and functions of local 
councils to support action to adapt to climate 
change impacts are provided.  

- The Report is useful 
to Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk as an efficient 
framework is 
provided that is 
specifically designed 
for local councils to 
use in attempts to 
reduce contributions 
to climate change 
and to mitigate 
against its effects.  

“UKCP18 Science 
Overview: Executive 
Summary” – Met 
Office, January 
2019 

- UKCP18 provides a new set of climate 
projections and tools to access climate data. 
The climate projections consist of: 

- Updated probabilistic projections; 

- A new set of global climate model 
projections; and 

- A set of regional climate model projection on 
a finer scale for the UK and Europe.  

- The UKCP18 provides: 

- Update to probabilistic projections; 

- Global projections; 

- Regional projections; 

- Derived projections; 

- Observations; and 

- Marine projections. 

- The UKCP18 
provides information 
of the current state of 
the climate and 
projections on a 
global and regional 
scale; useful to 
Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk as 
information is 
provided and can be 
used to determine 
what measures are 
to be taken in terms 
of planning and 
infrastructure 
provisions.  

“The National Flood 
and Coastal Erosion 
Management 

- The draft strategy sets out a national 
ambition for England but one that can work 

- The Strategy 
provides information 
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Strategy for 
England” – 
DEFRA/Environmen
t Agency, October 
2017 

for every place. It aims to reduce the risk of 
harm to people, the environment and the 
economy from flooding and coastal change.  

on how to reduce 
risks of flooding from 
climate change at a 
national and regional 
level. 

Natural Flood 
Management – 
Working with 
Natural Processes” 
– 
DEFRA/Environmen
t Agency, October 
2017 

- The Strategy involves implementing 
measures that can help to protect, restore 
and emulate the natural functions of 
catchments, floodplains, rivers and the coast. 
It can be applied in urban and rural areas, 
and on rivers, estuaries and coasts. The 
study is made up of three interlined projects 
which are: 

- Evidence directory; 

- Mapping the potential for WWNP; and 

- Research gaps. 

- The Strategy is 
useful to the Plan as 
Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk have an 
abundance of 
catchments, 
floodplains and 
rivers. The Strategy 
provides information 
on ways in which to 
prevent and reduce 
risks from flooding.  

Anglian river basin 
district: Flood Risk 
Management Plan 
2015-21” - Parts A 
to C, SEA and 
Habitats Regs 
Assessment 
(Environment 
Agency 2016) 

- The Plan explains the risk of flooding from 
rivers, the sea, surface water, groundwater 
and reservoirs. FRMPs set out how risks 
management authorities will manage flood 
and coastal erosion risk over the next 6 
years. Risk management authorities include 
the Environment Agency, lead local flood 
authorities (LLFAs), local councils, internal 
drainage boards, Highways England and 
water companies.  

- The Plan benefits the 
JLP as it provides 
information and a 
framework to reduce 
and prevent risks 
from flooding. The 
Plan outlines how 
local councils can 
plan for flood 
mitigation and 
reduction and 
provides key 
information on flood 
risks areas within the 
Anglian river basin 
district.  

Suffolk Local Flood 
Risk Management 
Strategy”, 2012 

- The main aim of the Strategy is to reduce the 
risk of flooding and the misery and economic 
damage that flooding causes, in a 
sustainable way. Any flood management 
activities carried out will aim to enhance the 
built and natural environment. The Strategy 
outlines a range of actions from small-scale 
local activities to long-term major plans and 
where possible, identifies who will be 
involved, when things will happen and how 
they might be paid for.  

- The Strategy benefits 
the JLP as it 
provides a 
framework for 
reducing flood risk 
within Suffolk, and 
how to best fund 
programmes that 
reduce risk on an on-
going basis, not just 
in times of crisis.  

Essex and South 
Suffolk Shoreline 
Management Plan” - 

- The Shoreline Management Plan consists of 
a plan document and a set of accompanying 
Appendices. The plan document is aimed at 

- The Plan provides 
information on how 
to best protect and 
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Environment 
Agency, 2010 

a wide audience, such as an elected member 
of a relevant authority or interested member 
of the general public. The plan document is 
intended to be as concise as possible, 
without missing out important details. The 
aim of the plan document is to justify the 
policies and to identify their implications.  

enhance the Suffolk 
Shoreline in a 
sustainable manner 
and to mitigate any 
potential risks to the 
quality of the 
shoreline.  

Suffolk Growth 
Strategy (2013) 

- The Strategy outlines ways in which the 
county, district and borough councils can 
collaborate to enable businesses in Suffolk 
are a success. This document focuses on the 
statistics that form a basis of how to best 
achieve this goal. 

- The Suffolk Growth Strategy Delivery Plan 
sets out, in a separate document, the 
detailed targets, milestones, actions, 
timetable, and resources that will be needed 
to implement it. 

- The main ambition of this Growth Strategy is 
as follows: 

- “By 2028, we want Suffolk to be recognised 
for its outstanding environment and quality of 
life for all; a place where everyone can 
realise their potential, benefit from and 
contribute to Suffolk’s economic prosperity, 
and be actively involved in their community”.  

- More recently, the New Anglia Local 
Enterprise Partnership outlined the main 
economic aims as follows: 

- “to create more private sector jobs and get 
rid of the barriers that prevent business 
growing. We want to encourage business 
start-ups and allow existing businesses to 
grow and become more competitive. We 
want to clear the way for businesses to 
develop and innovate, bringing prosperity 
and global recognition to our key business 
sectors”.  

- The New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership 
and the Greater Cambridge Greater 
Peterborough LEP (GCGP) focuses on 
driving forward sustainable economic growth, 
aiming to be an internationally renowned low-
carbon, knowledge-based economy- with 
business strengths in key sectors 
(environmental goods and services, ICT 
high-value engineering, biotech and life 
sciences and agri-business), attracting both 
inward investment and increased indigenous 

- Provides a 
framework for 
businesses within the 
region, beneficial for 
small, medium and 
large-scale 
businesses operating 
within Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk. The 
Strategy outlines the 
best industry for the 
area, offering a 
‘personalised’ insight 
into what works best 
for Suffolk. Due to 
the Strategy being 
ambitious, there is 
statistics and 
recommendations of 
best practice which 
encourages 
innovative industries 
into the area.  
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growth.  

New Anglia LEP 
Strategic Economic 
Plan (2013) 

- The Plan outlines the ambition to provide: 

- 95,000 more jobs- an increase of 50% than 
forecast figures 

- 10,000 new businesses – more than double 
than previous trends 

- 117,000 new homes – 30% higher than 
previous delivery 

- Increased productivity (added value per job) 
to equal the national average – increasing 
Gross Value Added (GVA_ from £36,000 a 
job to £40,000 on present numbers. 

- The Plan sets out sectors in relation to the 
locations where this is strongest, for 
example, Lowestoft and Great Yarmouth, 
which are designated a Centre for Offshore 
Renewables, have an Enterprise Zone and 
are to be an assisted area.  

- To ensure that these areas are well 
connected, enabling maximum efficiency, 
there must be strategic road and rail 
networks in place. The Plan aims to work 
closely with Network Rail and the Highways 
Agency to ensure that this can be achieved.  

- The Plan offers 
insight into which 
industries are best 
for which location 
throughout New 
Anglia. Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk benefits 
from this due to the 
allocation of such 
locations surrounding 
the area – the JLP 
can incorporate 
planning for transport 
and economic zones 
for growth within the 
area.  

Suffolk Rural Action 
Plan 2009/10 -
2012/13 

- A Rural Action Plan covering the years 
2009/10 was in operation and contained 35 
projects aimed at preserving and enhancing 
the social, economic and environmental well-
being of rural St Edmundsbury. Each project 
was devised to make a difference between 
three main areas; people, places and 
prosperity, which came under four headings: 

- Projects to create quieter and safer village 
roads; 

- Projects to improve community accessibility; 

- Projects to maintain and enhance the quality 
of the environment; and 

- Projects to promote stronger and sustainable 
rural communities. 

- There was then a second Rural Action Plan 
covering the years 2012/14. 

- The Plan sought to help the Borough’s rural 
communities to help themselves and develop 
their social capital, both of which are big 
themes on the Government’s agenda (e.g. 

- Due to Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk being 
predominately rural, 
the Plan is beneficial 
to the JLP due to the 
recommendations 
and timelines set out. 
The projects outlined 
aims at connecting 
elements of the 
environment, society 
and the economy to 
deliver the best 
preservation and 
enhancement of rural 
areas.  
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the Big Society and the Community Right to 
Build).  

- This Plan had 37 project which aimed to help 
the Borough achieve their goals of ‘active, 
sustainable and thriving communities in 
peaceful and unspoilt countryside’. These 
projects came under four headings: 

- Empowerment – enabling communities to 
help themselves; 

- Environment – improving both the built and 
the natural environment; 

- Prosperity – to generate a healthy economy; 
and 

- Well-being – actions which improve the 
quality of life of individuals and communities.  

- These projects were carried out on an annual 
basis, whilst others were one-off projects that 
were to be completed before the end of 
March 2014.  

Transforming 
Suffolk, Suffolk’s 
Community Strategy 
2008 to 2028 

- The ambitious Strategy outlines the need for 
the Suffolk Strategic Partnership and the 
organisations that form it to work together to 
deliver improvements to the quality of life in 
Suffolk, for its people and for its 
communities. The Strategy’s statement is the 
following: 

- ‘By 2028 we want Suffolk to be recognised 
for its outstanding environment and quality of 
life for all; a place where everyone can 
realise their potential, benefit from and 
contribute to Suffolk’s economic prosperity, 
and be actively involved in their community’.  

- The four key priorities set out for Suffolk are: 

- To become the most innovative and diverse 
economy in the East of England; 

- To have learning and skills in the top quartile 
in the country; 

- To be the county with the greatest reduction 
in carbon emissions; and 

- To create a place where everyone is safe, 
healthy and involved, no matter who they 
are, or where in the county they live.  

- For each identified outcome there are 15 
focus areas that will provide the focus for 
improvement and change, forming an all-
encompassing overview of how to achieve 

- The Strategy sets out 
key areas in which 
the JLP can take 
action on. By 
providing objectives 
to become, for 
example, the county 
with the greatest 
reduction in carbon 
emissions, the JLP 
can facilitate its 
policies to 
accommodate these 
to achieve the overall 
aim of Suffolk's 
Community Strategy. 
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these aims.  

The East of England 
Housing Statement 
– People, Places, 
Homes: Priorities for 
Housing and 
Regeneration in the 
East of England 
2010-2014 

- The Housing Statement has come about 
after the financial downturn of 2008 which 
sets the context for its main aims and 
objectives; the two main aims are to: 

- Identify the East of England’s strategic 
priorities for housing and housing-led 
regeneration; and 

- Set out the role of housing and housing-led 
regeneration in enabling sustainable 
economic growth and contributing to the 
achievement of other objectives such as 
place making, economic development and 
social cohesion. 

- The document aims to inform policy making 
across the region. The main concerns 
addressed by the document are affordable 
housing and the need for new housing. The 
document aims to encourage innovation in 
terms of housing delivery including: 

- Better use of existing stock; 

- The development and encouragement of 
new delivery models; and 

- Flexibility to develop the appropriate skills 
and capacity to respond to new initiatives 
and opportunities as they emerge. 

- The Statement sets 
out objectives for the 
JLP to follow 
concerning housing 
stock and delivery of 
new housing 
development.  
Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk can benefit 
from the place-
making, economic 
development and 
social cohesion goals 
that are set out within 
the Statement.  

Anglian River Basin 
District 
Management Plans 
(RBMP) 2015 

- The purpose of the Plan is to provide a 
framework for protecting and enhancing the 
benefits provided by the water environment. 
The Plan sets four groups of information for 
those who manage land and water should be 
aware of and adhere to which are as follows: 

- Baseline classification of water bodies; 

- Statutory objectives for protected areas; 

- Statutory objectives for water bodies; and 

- Summary programme of measured to 
achieve statutory objectives. 

- The Anglian River Basin District falls within 
Suffolk, and spanning to cover 27,900km2. 
To support economic growth and 
development, infrastructure projects 
occasionally take place within the river basin 
district. These projects must take account of 
the environmental objectives within this river 
basin management plan.  

- The Management 
Plans are directly 
applicable to 
Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk as treatment 
of the waterbodies 
within the area affect 
the river basin district 
as a whole. The JLP 
can incorporate aims 
and objectives set 
out in the 
Management Plans 
into its policies to 
ensure that 
waterbodies within 
Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk are protected 
and enhanced.  
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Anglia Water – 
Water Resources 
Management Plan 
2015 

- Under the European Directive 2001/42/EC, 
on the assessment of the effects of certain 
plans and programmes on the environment 
(also known as the ‘Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) Directive’), and the 
resulting Environmental Assessment of Plans 
and Programmes Regulations 2004, a SEA 
is required to ensure that the environmental 
effects of the WRMP are considered. This 
Environmental Report follows on from the 
first stage of the SEA process (Stage A 
Scoping). 

- The purpose of the assessment stage and 
Environmental Report was to review the 
scheme options and the preferred plan 
(WRMP) and identify any potential positive or 
negative effects. 

- Anglian Water is required to prepare and 
publish a Water Resource Management Plan 
(WRMP). The purpose of a WRMP is to set 
out a 25-year strategy for managing water 
supply and demand. 

- The report sets out the following: 

- Review of the Anglian Water WRMP SEA 
Scoping Report;  

- Review of the proposed scheme options and 
update of baseline information and plans and 
programmes review;  

- Identify and evaluate predicted effects of the 
WRMP scheme options through appraisal 
against the SEA Framework;  

- Identify and evaluate predicted effects of the 
WRMP looking at cumulative effects of 
schemes in Water Resource Zones though 
appraisal against the SEA Framework;  

- Identify mitigation measures; 

- Develop monitoring proposals to be 
implemented by Anglian Water during the 
WRMP period;  

- Prepare an Environmental Report for public 
consultation; and  

- Address consultation comments and finalise 
Environmental Report for submission. 

- The Plan sets out the 
standard at which 
waterbodies within 
Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk must be at to 
ensure that the water 
environment does 
not deteriorate over 
the next 25 years (as 
set out in the 
WRMP).  

- The JLP can 
incorporate the 
principles of the Plan 
to ensure that 
watercourses within 
the Districts do not 
decline and meet the 
standards of the 
European Directive 
2001/42/EC. 

Environmental 
Capacity in the East 
of England: 
Applying an 

- To respond to the issues of the potential 
scale and location of growth exceeding 
environmental capacity of the region, or that 
environmental limits could be breached, the 

- The JLP can set out 
policies which 
incorporate the need 
for development not 
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Environmental 
Limits Approach to 
the Haven Gateway, 
2008 

East of England Regional Assembly and 
partners commissioned this project to 
develop a method that assists spatial 
planning in the East of England, taking into 
consideration the environmental capacity 
issues.  

- The key features and prerequisites to the 
successful application of the method include:  

- • The need to distinguish between the 
receiving environment (environmental 
assets), the pressures on it (such as traffic, 
waste and development that exacerbates 
flooding), and the spatial planning responses 
that need to be made.  

- • Recognition that the importance of the 
environment is derived from the services or 
benefits it provides - the method takes 
account of the types of service identified by 
the Millennium Ecosystems Assessment but 
the limited data on provision of these 
services meant that emphasis was placed on 
consideration of the state of the environment, 
using appropriate indicators.  

- • Distinction between environmental issues 
that operate at a broad scale, to which a 
generic policy response is required (e.g. 
greenhouse gas emissions) and those for 
which the effects of development are 
spatially distinct at a sub-regional scale (e.g. 
landscape).  

- • Environmental limits in a particular region or 
sub-region need to be predetermined and 
supported by stakeholders if they are to form 
key parameters for strategic planning.  

- • The current state of the environment 
relative to limits is presented using a two-
state model - either the state of the 
environment is within defined limits and is 
classed as ‘acceptable’ or it exceeds those 
limits and is classed as ‘unacceptable’.  

- • All spatial datasets representing the state of 
the environment are converted to a grid of 
1km x 1km squares, allowing diverse 
environmental data to be simplified and 
presented in a common format. 

to exacerbate 
environmental 
pressures such as 
flooding. The 
requirements set out 
within the Plan 
provide a basis of 
environmental 
standards such as 
the reduction of 
greenhouse 
emissions, which can 
be planned for within 
the JLP.  

- The Plan covers the 
East of England 
Area, specifically the 
Haven Gateway and 
so is relevant to the 
Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk Joint Local 
Plan.  

Waste for People 
and the 
Environment: Water 
Resources Strategy 
Regional Action 

- The Action Plan sets out the issues 
concerning water in the Anglian Region, with 
key challenges such as: 

- 59% of the 129 catchments in the Region are 

- The Strategy outlines 
ways in which 
Districts within the 
Anglian Region can 
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Plan for Anglian 
Region 
(Environment 
Agency) 2009 

over-abstracted or over-licensed at low flows; 

- 70 designated nature conservation sites may 
be at risk from, or are being damaged by, too 
much abstraction; and 

- Two water company supply zones are 
currently operating at risk in dry years and 
have resources below their target headroom. 

- These issues are a cause for concern which 
is why the Plan is being implemented. The 
Plans main aims and objectives will enable: 

- Water to be abstracted, supplied and used 
efficiently; 

- The water environment to be restored, 
protected and improved so that habitats and 
species can better adapt to climate change; 

- Supplies to be more resilient to the impact of 
climate change, including droughts and 
floods; 

- Water to be shared more effectively between 
abstractors; 

- Improves water efficiency in new and existing 
buildings; 

- Water to be valued, and for prices to act as 
an incentive for efficient use, while 
safeguarding vulnerable sectors of society; 

- Additional resources to be developed where 
and when they are needed in the context of a 
twin-track approach with demand 
management; 

- Sustainable, low carbon solutions to be 
adopted; 

- Stronger integration of water resources 
management with land, energy, food and 
waste.  

- This plan shows how it proposes to 
implement the actions within the water 
resources strategy for England and Wales 
locally. It considers local pressures and 
priorities and reflects the measures in River 
Basin Management Plans and the new 
corporate strategy. 

reduce the harm and 
damage done to the 
water environment 
on an individual 
(District-by-District) 
basis. Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk are in an 
area at higher risk 
from droughts due to 
the absence of water 
aquifers within the 
Districts.  

- Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk is also at risk 
from flooding and so 
the Strategy outlines 
ways in which the 
JLP can manage and 
Plan for water use 
and protection to 
ensure that risk is 
reduced where 
possible.  

Joint Municipal 
Waste Management 
Strategy for Suffolk 
2003-2020 
(Adopted 2003/ 
Addendum 2008) 

- The Strategy sets out the strategic 
framework for the management of municipal 
waste in Suffolk until 2020.  It has been 
developed by all the Waste Collection 
Authorities and the Waste Disposal Authority 

- The Strategy outlines 
ways in which 
Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk can reduce 
municipal waste and 
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working together.  

- The Strategy covers the period until 2020 
and will be subject to regular review. The 
Strategy includes the statutory recycling 
plans for each Waste Collection Authority. As 
these plans are relatively detailed they can 
only look forward over the initial period 
covered by the Strategy. These plans cover 
the period from April 2003 until March 2007. 
(Now updated and contained within Annex A 
of the Addendum). 

- The Strategy considers the approach to be 
taken towards the management of municipal 
waste only, but it does have regard to other 
sources of waste managed in the County. 
Municipal waste is predominantly household 
waste and represents only a small proportion 
of all the waste generated in Suffolk. 382,000 
tonnes of municipal waste was generated in 
Suffolk in 2001/02. 

- Despite being a relatively small proportion of 
overall waste arising, municipal waste is a 
particularly important part of the waste 
stream. It is varied in nature, has a 
comparatively high level of public awareness, 
has lower levels of reuse and recycling than 
other wastes and as a result accounts for just 
under half of all the biodegradable waste 
currently landfilled in Suffolk. The Strategy 
sets out ways in which to reduce this waste 
and to mitigate against its initial use.  

plan for the 
appropriate and 
efficient collection 
and disposal of 
waste.  

- Due to municipal 
waste being 
predominately 
household waste, the 
JLP can plan for its 
reduction through 
community-based 
and individual based 
policies or 
recommendations.  

SCC – Adopted 
Mineral Core 
Strategy, 2008 

- The Minerals Core Strategy establishes the 
framework for all other Mineral Development 
Plan Documents (DPDs), which must 
conform to its principles. It is intended to 
cover the period up to the end of 2021 in line 
with the emerging East of England Plan. 

- The Minerals Core Strategy sets out the key 
elements of the minerals planning framework 
for the County based on an agreed vision 
followed by aims and strategic objectives.  

- The policies outlined have been structured to 
ensure the provision of an effective and 
environmentally conscious approach to the 
extraction of minerals. The restoration of 
sites throughout the county and the 
protection of the countryside underpins the 
DPD. The policies have been subject to 
sustainability appraisal (SA) to assess their 
economic, social and environmental 
implications and the relationship with the 

- The principles set out 
within the Strategy 
are to ensure that 
minerals are 
extracted in a safe 
and efficient manner, 
with as little harm 
done to the 
environment as 
possible. The 
presence of mineral 
extraction sites within 
Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk means that 
the Strategy is 
directly relevant to 
the JLP as the 
mineral sites must be 
planned for.  
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emerging themes of the Community Strategy 
will develop accordingly. 

SCC – Adopted 
Minerals Site 
Specific Allocations 
DPD, 2009 

- This document sets out how Suffolk will meet 
the identified need for sand and gravel until 
2021. It forms part of a suite of documents 
which make up the Minerals and waste 
Development Framework and works in 
conjunction to the Minerals Core Strategy.  

- The Minerals Site Specific Allocations DPD 
identifies on maps 12 sites for sand and 
gravel extraction containing 10.52mt and will 
meet the identified need for sand and gravel 
until 2021.  

- Due to sand and 
gravel being the 
main working 
materials in Suffolk, 
the Site Specific 
Allocations outlines 
which sites meet the 
need for mineral 
delivery. Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk must 
plan for mineral 
extraction given the 
presence of minerals 
sites within the 
Districts.  

SCC – Adopted 
Waste Core 
Strategy (including 
DM Policies), 2011 

- The main aims and objectives of the Strategy 
are as follows: 

- To manage that volume of waste identified in 
the East of England Plan as being 
apportioned to Suffolk; 

- To promote and encourage sustainable 
practices in the transportation and 
management of wastes; 

- To protect against adverse impacts on 
human well-being and to ensure waste 
management facilities do not endanger 
human health; 

- to contribute to social and economic well-
being; 

- to protect and enhance the built, natural and 
historic environment; and 

- to assist in reducing the impacts of climate 
change upon the environment.  

- The implementation of the Waste Core 
Strategy will be achieved primarily through 
the determination of individual planning 
applications for a range of Waste 
Management Facilities. 

- The JLP has scope 
to include these 
objectives set out in 
the Strategy due to 
the need for waste to 
be adequately 
managed and 
disposed of. The 
planning for waste 
facilities ensures that 
human health is not 
affected and that the 
built, natural and 
historic environment 
is protected dur to 
the suitable 
designation of these 
facilities.  

Suffolk Local 
Geodiversity Action 
Plan, 2006 

- Local Geodiversity Action Plans (LGAPs) are 
the geological/geomorphological equivalents 
of Biodiversity Action Plans. Recent 
Government initiatives such as Planning 
Policy Statement 9 (PPS9) have explicitly 
raised the priority of geodiversity within 

- The Plan sets out 
aims to conserve and 
enhance geodiversity 
within Suffolk and by 
extension, Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk. The 
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natural heritage conservation in Britain.  

- This LGAP sets out a series of aims, 
objectives and targets for geo-conservation 
and enhancement in Suffolk.  It is intended 
as a tool for planning and consultation, 
including the development of resources to 
deliver the LGAP.  The five main aims are: 

- to carry out a Geodiversity audit for Suffolk; 

- to carry out Geodiversity conservation & 
management; 

- to promote Geodiversity in policy and 
practice; 

- promoting Geodiversity awareness; and 

- Sustaining the Local Geodiversity Action 
Plan process. 

recommendations 
set out within the 
Plan calls for the 
promotion of 
geodiversity in policy 
and practice which 
the JLP has scope to 
include within the 
Plan.  

Suffolk Nature 
Strategy (Wild 
Anglia, 2014) 

- The Strategy outlines the key challenges and 
opportunities the natural environment of 
Suffolk faces. It sets out recommendations 
and actions that cover three sections: natural 
environment, economic growth and health 
and wellbeing. Each of these key sections 
contain sub-sections that are of particular 
importance to the delivery of the Strategy.  

- Suffolk’s Nature Strategy is written in the 
context of Wild Anglia’s manifesto (the Local 
Nature Partnership (LNP) across Norfolk & 
Suffolk). 

- The JLP can plan for 
the natural 
environment, 
economic growth and 
health and wellbeing 
of Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk through the 
implementation of 
the policies set out 
within the Nature 
Strategy.  

Butterfly 
Conservation- 
Regional Action 
Plan for Anglia, 
2000 

- The Action Plan is for the protection of 
butterflies, moths and their habitats in the 
Anglia region.  

- The main conservation priorities identified for 
the region are as follows: 

1. Species protection 

- To arrest the decline of all butterfly and moth 
species in the South East region, with special 
emphasis on the 10 highest priority and 12 
high priority butterfly species and the 32 
highest priority and 88 high priority moths. 

- To seek opportunities to extend breeding 
areas, and connectivity of breeding areas, of 
high and medium priority butterflies and 
moths. 

2. Surveys, Monitoring and Research 

- To undertake ecological research on those 
species for which existing knowledge is 

- The conservation of 
butterflies within the 
Anglian Region sets 
out the framework for 
butterfly and moth 
protection, especially 
for threatened 
species. Due to the 
presence of such 
species within 
Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk, it is relevant 
to the Joint Local 
Plan that the aims 
and objectives set 
out in the Action Plan 
are incorporated 
within policies or 
recommendations.  
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inadequate.  

- To continue the high level of butterfly-
transect monitoring, and to develop a 
programme of survey work and monitoring 
for the high and medium priority moths. 

3. Liaison 

- To collaborate closely with possible partners 
to ensure that actions and targets identified 
in this plan are implemented. 

- To provide feedback to landowners and land 
managers and provide them with 
management recommendations that are 
realistic and could be maintained in the long 
term. 

- The Regional Action Plan contributes directly 
to three of the four core aims of Butterfly 
Conservation: 

- Recover threatened butterflies and moths; 

- Increase numbers of widespread species; 

- Inspire people to understand and deliver 
species conservation. 

Environment, Our 
Future: Regional 
Environment 
Strategy for the 
East of England, 
East of England 
Regional Assembly 
and East of England 
Environment Forum, 
2003 (RSS) 

- The East of England Plan supersedes an 
initial RSS which comprised the former 
Regional Planning Guidance for East Anglia 
(RPG6, 2000) together with relevant sections 
of the former Guidance for the South East 
and Thames Gateway (RPGs 9, 9A & 
3B/9B). 

- The Strategy sets a vision, objectives and 
core strategy for the longer term. In particular 
it seeks to reduce the region’s impact on, 
and exposure to, the effects of climate 
change and to put in place a development 
strategy with the potential to support 
continued sustainable growth beyond 2021. 
It incorporates the Regional Transport 
Strategy. 

- It provides a framework that promotes 
sustainable development, especially to 
address housing shortages, support the 
continues growth of the economy and enable 
all areas to share in prosperity, whilst driving 
up energy efficiency and carbon 
performance, improving water efficiency and 
recycling an increasing percentage of waste. 

- Due to the 
prevalence of climate 
change everywhere, 
the need for the 
Environment 
Strategy is relevant 
to the JLP as growth 
and development is 
being planned for. 
The Strategy 
ensures that 
development does 
not cause further 
harm to the 
environment and is 
effectively managed 
alongside providing a 
framework for the 
delivery of housing 
and sustainable 
economic growth.  

Developing - The main objectives of the Plan are to: - The evidence base 
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ADAPTION to 
Climate Change in 
the East of England, 
2011 

- Develop a more robust and comprehensive 
evidence base about the impacts and 
consequences of climate change on the UK; 

- Raise awareness of the need to act now and 
help others to act; 

- Measure success and take steps to ensure 
effective delivery; and 

- Work across Government at the national, 
regional and local level to embed adaptation 
into Government policies, programmes and 
systems.  

- The Programme is essentially domestic in 
scope. However, the consequences of 
climate change in other countries, and their 
ability to adapt, will have an impact on the 
UK, because of the interconnected nature of 
our globalised world (for example in relation 
to trade, regional security, food production 
and migration issues). The Programme will 
therefore address those effects where there 
is potentially a significant domestic impact 
from international developments. 

provided in the Plan 
provides scope for 
the JLP to 
adequately and 
appropriately plan for 
the reduction of 
emissions for 
example. The Plan 
outlines the need to 
ensure effective 
delivery, which the 
JLP can adequately 
plan for within 
Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk.  

Suffolk Local Flood 
Risk Management 
Strategy, 2012 

- The main aim of the strategy is to reduce the 
risk of flooding and the misery and economic 
damage that flooding causes, in a 
sustainable manner.  

- The strategy provides information on the 
legislation that underpins flood risk 
management activities, who is involved and 
what part each will play in helping reduce the 
risk of flooding in Suffolk. The Strategy 
provides a range of actions, from small-scale 
local activities to long-term major plans and 
where possible we have identified who will 
be involved, when things might happen and 
how they might be paid for.  

- This is an update to a strategy first published 
in February 2013. 

- The Strategy outlines 
information that form 
a relevant evidence 
base for the JLP 
concerning flooding 
and the management 
of flooding from 
small-scale to large-
scale initiatives.  

A summary of 
Climate Change 
Risks for the East of 
England, 2012 

- The UK Climate Change Risk Assessment 
(CCRA) is an independent research project, 
funded by UK Government and Devolved 
Governments that analyses the main risks 
and opportunities to the UK, arising from 
climate change over the coming years. 

- The CCRA has outlined three areas that are 
particularly pertinent to the East of England 
which are water scarcity, sea level rise and 

- The Summary 
provides a suitable 
evidence base for 
the JLP due to the 
relevance of water 
scarcity, sea level 
rise and flooding 
within Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk.  

- The JLP can provide 
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flooding.  

- The assessment has considered population 
growth, where relevant, but did not quantify 
the impacts of other societal changes on 
future risks, for example due to economic 
growth, or developments in new 
technologies, or the full range of planned and 
potential future Government policies or 
private sector adaptation investment plans. 
Excluding these factors provides a more 
robust baseline against which the effects of 
different plans and policies can be more 
easily assessed. 

- The document outlines the state of the 
current risks in the East of England and 
suggests ways in which to both mitigate 
against and reduce the risk of climate 
change in the region. 

scope for planners in 
relation to 
incorporating flood-
risk mitigation 
measures into 
developments.  

Suffolk Heritage 
Strategy, 2014 

- The main aims of the Strategy include: 

- the protection, enhancement and 
capitalisation of the unique natural, built and 
cultural environments 

- enabling the farms and rural businesses 
underpinning the economy to confidently 
adopt and adapt innovative approaches and 
processes that will ensure their own growth 
(and their communities) and sustainability in 
the face of climate change 

- Due to Babergh and 
Suffolk being 
predominately rural 
and having an 
amount of historic 
and protected 
landscapes, the 
Strategy sets out a 
relevant and 
beneficial framework 
for protecting and 
enhancing these 
landscapes in order 
for rural economies 
to grow in a 
sustainable way.  

Analysis of 
Accessible Natural 
Greenspace 
Provision for Suffolk 
(Natural England 
2010) 

- Planning Policy Guidance 17 (PPG17) 
(ODPM [now CLG], 2002a) recommends that 
local authorities carry out assessments and 
audits to identify deficits or surpluses in the 
provision of open space (including natural 
and semi-natural greenspace), sports and 
recreational facilities. 

- The ANGSt provides recommendations of at 
least one accessible natural greenspace: 

- of at least 2 hectares in size, no more than 
300 metres (5 minute walk) from home; 

- at least one accessible 20 hectare site within 
two kilometres of home; 

- one accessible 100 hectare site within give 

- The ANGSt criteria 
allows the JLP to set 
realistic and 
appropriate policies 
concerning open 
space and 
greenspace provision 
within Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk. The 
need for Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk to 
meet the health 
requirements of 
aforementioned 
strategies, such as 
reducing obesity 
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kilometres of home; and; 

- one accessible 500 hectare site within ten 
kilometres of home; plus 

- a minimum of one hectare of statutory Local 
Nature Reserves per thousand population. 

rates, is outlined and 
catered for within the 
ANGSt, providing 
achievable criteria for 
the JLP to plan for.  

Greenways 
Countryside Project, 
Management 
Strategy 2005-2010 
(2005) (SCC) 

- The Greenways Countryside Project area 
covers about 100 square kilometres and 
contains approximately one quarter of the 
total population of Suffolk. The effective 
management of the countryside in and 
around Ipswich is, therefore, very important. 

- The main aims and objectives of the Strategy 
are as follows: 

- to promote the strategic development of 
open space in Ipswich and its neighbouring 
parishes through the statutory planning 
process and assist with the implementation 
of local authority Open Space Strategies; 

- to develop opportunities for local people to 
better enjoy high quality green space near to 
their homes; 

- to fully involve local people and businesses 
in caring for their local environment so 
encouraging a sense of “ownership”. In 
particular supporting voluntary groups, 
individuals and the wider community in their 
efforts to improve their environment; 

- To protect and enhance wildlife biodiversity, 
landscape quality and cultural 
heritage/archaeology by supporting local 
communities and where feasible offering 
practical assistance; 

- To provide opportunities for lifelong learning 
about the local environment through targeted 
events and activities; 

- To work with partners, local communities, 
landowners, other organisations and 
agencies in order to minimise land use 
conflicts in the urban fringe.  

- In order to achieve these aims, the Project 
will operate three guiding principles: 

- Partnership with local communities, interest 
groups, businesses, landowners and 
government agencies; 

- Integration with the work of existing and new 
partners seeking to manage and improve 

- Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk are 
predominately rural 
areas and so the 
Countryside Project 
Management 
Strategy is relevant 
to the evidence base 
of the JLP. This is 
due to the 
requirements set out 
within the Strategy to 
ensure that high 
quality open space 
and green space is 
being planned for, 
alongside involving 
locals and 
businesses in the 
protection and 
enhancement of 
wildlife biodiversity, 
landscape quality 
and reducing 
conflicts with urban 
areas.  
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open space provision in the area; and 

- Cooperation by involving as many different 
interests as possible in all aspects of work. 

‘In Step with Suffolk’ 
Rights of Way 
Improvements Plan 
2006-2016 (SCC) 
2006 

- Through the Countryside and Rights of Way 
Act (2000) the Government recognises the 
value of PRoW and requires each Highways 
Authority to produce a Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan (ROWIP) in order to 
identify changes that will ‘improve provision 
for walkers, cyclists, horse riders and those 
with mobility problems.’ 

-  

- In order to develop a ROWIP Highways 
Authorities are required to assess: 

- • The extent to which local rights of way meet 
present and future needs of the public.  

- • The opportunities provided by local rights of 
way and in particular by footpaths, cycle-
tracks, bridleways and restricted byways for 
exercise and other forms of open-air 
recreation and the enjoyment of their area.  

- • The accessibility of local rights of way to 
blind or partially sighted persons and others 
with mobility problems. 

- A ROWIP Assessment was undertaken 
following widespread consultation and 
includes information on the extent, condition 
and use of the PRoW network. The 
Assessment highlighted the key role that 
PRoW play in maintaining and improving 
quality of life in the county and the links to 
issues such as sustainable transport, local 
economy, recreation, tourism and health. 

- As Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk are 
predominately rural 
areas, the ROWIP 
outlines how they 
Districts can best 
plan for the provision 
of PRoWs and the 
delivery of such 
transport links for 
those either blind or 
partially sighted or 
with mobility 
problems. The 
planning for 
equitable PRoW 
enables the people 
of Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk to access 
locations with little 
trouble.  

Suffolk Coast 
Tourism Strategy 
2013-2023 

- The purpose of the Suffolk Coast Tourism 
Strategy is to set the overall framework for 
developing and promoting sustainable 
tourism between 2013 and 2023. The 
strategy establishes the current strengths, 
challenges and opportunities for future 
tourism growth.  

- The main objectives of the Strategy are as 
follows: 

- • Develop a cycle network for each of the 
Tourism Character Areas  

- • Adopt an ‘Attract and Disperse’ approach to 
encourage wider use of the area where there 

- Although not being 
directly relevant to 
Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk as they are 
not coastal Districts, 
the Strategy does 
outline plans for 
growth and 
protection of the 
coast.  

-  
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is capacity for visitors.  

- • Emphasise the changing seasons to spread 
visitor footfall and generate overnight stays 
throughout the year.  

- • Integrate local food and highlight seasonal 
produce for the tourism experience.  

- • Develop unique packages for wildlife 
enthusiasts and encourage the use of trails 
through interpretation and stories.  

- • Promote sustainable transport and develop 
integrated travel networks e.g. to link 
walkers/cyclists to the rail network.  

- • Encourage visitor contributions to the 
AONB Community and Conservation (Visitor 
Giving) scheme.  

- • Develop a Destination Management 
Organisation for Suffolk Coast to involve 
business, community, local authorities.  

- • Encourage modest/appropriate/widely 
supported development of additional 
amenities e.g. family attractions. 

Haven Gateway – 
Ipswich A14 
Corridor Study, 
2007 

- The Haven Gateway Ipswich A14 Corridor 
Study follows on from the 2005 Newmarket 
to Felixstowe Corridor Study and focuses 
upon the recommendation to further address 
the transport issues in this region. 

- The main objectives set out for the study 
area highlight the need:  

- To allow the Newmarket to Felixstowe 
Corridor to continue to function effectively 
and efficiently as a (inter)national route;  

- Support the expansion of the ports at 
Felixstowe and Harwich;  

- Enhance access to the port at Ipswich; 

- Support the objectives of the Regional 
Economic strategy and the emerging EEP;  

- Support likely future development in the 
relevant Local Development Frameworks; 

- Support the role of Ipswich as a ‘Key Centre 
of Development and Change’ and as a 
‘Regional Transport Node’ in the emerging 
EEP; and 

- Develop more sustainable forms of transport. 

- The Study provides 
the JLP with 
information on 
economic expansion 
throughout Ipswich, 
and how to best 
capitalise on this 
growth. Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk are 
affected by the 
increase in industry 
in the Corridor due to 
the increase 
pressure on transport 
infrastructure and the 
provision of jobs in 
close proximity to the 
Districts.  
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Suffolk Bus 
Strategy, 2006-2011 
(March 2006) 

- The Strategy establishes the framework in 
which the county council and other partners 
will shape bus travel provision in Suffolk to 
2011 and beyond. It is an integral part of the 
local transport plan, (draft) Suffolk transport 
strategy and is in accordance with national 
and regional strategies. 

- The bus strategy outlines the county 
council’s approach to the provision of road 
based passenger transport across Suffolk. 

- To help improve access to services and 
amenities for all, the county council will:  

- • Continue to develop local area reviews 
including consultation with minority and hard 
to reach groups to improve our market 
intelligence for the planning of services. A 
rolling programme will review services 
throughout the county.  

- • Use accessibility planning software to 
identify areas where access to key services 
is currently poor by passenger transport and 
will seek to improve services in these areas 
through provision of demand responsive 
transport or community transport services.  

- • Maintain our support to the voluntary sector 
and other organisations, enabling them to 
continue to provide high quality community 
transport services.  

- • Form partnerships with commercial 
operators to increase the number of 
interchange opportunities in the county.  

- • Continue to support and promote the 
Explore card and Suffolk Saver 
concessionary fares card, providing 
discounted travel for young people and the 
elderly.  

- • Modernise our in-house fleet and increase 
vehicle utilisation through improved co-
ordination by the passenger transport unit.  

- • Work with operators, district and parish 
councils to raise the standard of bus waiting 
facilities in Suffolk. 

- Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk benefit 
directly from the 
Strategy due to the 
framework provided 
encouraging 
sustainable methods 
of transport provision 
and the framework 
under which this can 
be achieved. The 
upgraded public 
transport strategy 
allows for the 
sustainable growth 
and access in rural 
Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk, principles 
that have scope to 
be incorporated into 
the JLP.  

Suffolk County 
Council, Local 
Transport Plan 
2011-2031; 2006-
2011 (2012;2006) 

- The Transport Plan shows how transport will 
play its part in supporting and facilitating 
future sustainable economic growth by:  

- • maintaining (and in the future improving) 
our transport networks  

- The JLP has scope 
to incorporate the 
principles and 
objectives set out in 
the Transport Plan to 
ensure the 
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- • tackling congestion  

- • improving access to jobs and markets  

- • encouraging a shift to more sustainable 
travel patterns. 

- Transport improvements to support 
economic recovery and growth are very 
important and all opportunities to improve 
local networks will be explored. An 
underpinning priority is to maintain the 
current highway network in a satisfactory 
condition and prevent it from deteriorating 
and adversely affecting local transport, the 
economy and road safety. 

- In Suffolk, the transport plans will support 
business and growth with a focus on:  

- • the challenge of maintaining the highway 
network in good condition  

- • tackling congestion in the larger towns by 
more efficient management of traffic, 
reducing the demand for car travel and 
promoting more sustainable means of travel  

- • improved connectivity and accessibility in 
rural areas  

- • seeking improvement to the A11, A12 and 
A14 trunk roads connecting businesses in 
Suffolk to each other and to their markets  

- • seeking improvement to the rail network for 
freight and passengers  

- • relief for our market towns suffering from 
high levels of through traffic  

- • recognising that securing high speed 
broadband throughout Suffolk is very 
important at present in addressing 
accessibility and connectivity issues 
throughout Suffolk and supporting business 
growth. 

sustainable 
development of 
transport networks 
within Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk.  

- The improving of 
transport networks 
allows for the 
development 
planned for the 
Districts to be met, 
ensuring that the 
infrastructure is 
under capacity and 
able to cope under 
pressure during peak 
times.  

- The proposed 
development along 
market towns will be 
met with plans for 
transport 
improvements to 
ensure that capacity 
issues will be met 
and planned for.  
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3.4 Review of Local Plans and Programmes 

Table 3: Review of Local Plans and Programmes 
- Local Plans 

and 
Programme
s 

- Purpose / Main Aims and Objectives - Relevance to the 
Local Plan / SA 

Housing Strategy 
2012-15 (Babergh 
Mid Suffolk District 
Council, 2012) 

The Strategy sets out how the changing housing 
needs of residents across both Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk will be met by the Councils, partners and key 
stakeholders. The main aims are as follows: 

- Work in partnership to maximise resources to 
achieve the actions in this strategy; 

- Deliver efficient and effective services, and 
operate within means; 

- Target scarce resources to those who are 
most in need; 

- Prioritise the protection of essential services; 
- Seek out opportunities to influence 

government policy to meet the rural districts’ 
housing needs; and 

- Collate the right sort of evidence to ensure 
sound bids are put forward for all new funding 
sources related to housing as they become 
available. 

Relevant to the JLP due to 
the need for housing delivery 
within Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk. Provides relevant 
statistics on housing 
forecasts, need and delivery.  

Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk Equality 
Objectives (2012-
2016) 

The Public Sector Equality Duty 2010 (section 149) 
requires Local Authorities to devise and publish 
equalities objectives. The purpose of these objectives 
is to strengthen performance in general equalities 
duties and demonstrate that practical action is being 
taken to address equalities issues on both inside the 
organisation and in the wider community. 
The objectives are as follows: 

• Continued training and learning 
With our staff, councillors and also partners 
delivering services on our behalf 

• The way we operate reflects equality and 
diversity in all that we do 
Particularly in commissioning, procurement, 
policy development and our constitution 

• All communications are undertaken fairly 
and equally 
Ensuring we acknowledge and remove 
barriers to communication, both in the 
workforce and with our communities 

 

The Equality Objectives 
provide the JLP with 
indicators on how to best plan 
for equality within not only the 
workplace but within the 
public realm. Ensuring access 
to services in all communities, 
for example, allows for the 
equitable growth of Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk.  

Haven Gateway 
Green Infrastructure 

The production of a Green Infrastructure Strategy is a 
condition of New Growth Point status and is seen as 
an important document ensuring that a balance is 

The planned growth in the 
Haven Gateway has potential 
to impact on both the quality 
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Study (April 2008) struck between new development and meeting 
community needs. 
The main principles of the study are as follows: 

- Integrate green infrastructure provision and 
management into development proposals; 

- Champion the role that green infrastructure 
assets play in delivering a high quality of life; 

- Promote an integrated approach to green 
infrastructure provision and management that 
provides recreational opportunities for people 
whilst maintaining and enhancing the 
exceptional natural and historic environment 
within the Haven Gateway; 

- Create green infrastructure that reflects the 
ethos and character of the Haven Gateway; 

- Increase everyone’s understanding of, and 
ability to take action for, green infrastructure.  

of life of the existing and 
proposed future communities, 
and the natural and cultural 
assets of the area, and by 
extension, Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk.  

Update of the 
Haven Gateway 
Green Infrastructure 
Strategy for the 
Ipswich Policy Area 
(August 2015) 

The Strategy acts as a framework for prioritising and 
attracting funding for future green infrastructure 
enhancements within and around the Ipswich Policy 
Areas either as part of new development, through 
developer contributions or through other funding or 
delivery mechanisms.  
The Strategy is strategic in nature and is not intended 
to provide detailed specifications for provision of green 
infrastructure at the site-specific level.  

The Strategy provides a 
framework for sustainable 
development of green 
infrastructure; the JLP has 
scope to include these 
objectives within the Plan as 
the growth of green 
infrastructure can be provided 
for in Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk.  

Babergh Open 
Space, Sport and 
Recreation Strategy 
(September 2010) 

The Strategy provides an overview of open space, 
sport and recreation provision in the Babergh District. 
It indicates current provision, identifies shortfalls and 
deficiencies in relation to quantity, quality and 
accessibility of open space facilities throughout the 
District. The Strategy builds on an Audit and 
Assessment of open space, sport and recreation 
carried out in 2009/10 and will: 

- Advise on the drafting of appropriate planning 
policies in the BDF up to 2031 by contributing 
to a strong evidence base; 

- Facilitate production of a strategy that will 
enable delivery of a network of accessible, 
high quality open spaces, and sport and 
recreation facilities; 

- Assist the Council and its partners with 
applications for grant aid, improving site 
management, securing external funding and 
in getting financial contributions from new 
development and securing delivery of open 
space improvements on the ground in a form 
and location where they are needed; and 

- Meet the requirement of Planning Policy 
Guidance Note No.17 or any emerging 
guidance which replaces it.  

Relevant to the JLP evidence 
base due to the provision of 
open space guidelines 
specific to Babergh that can 
easily be incorporated into the 
Joint Local Plan, covering 
both Districts open space 
needs.   
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A Green 
Infrastructure 
Framework for 
Babergh District 
(August 2012) 

The Framework outlines its main principles to be 
adopted as follows: 

- Create and enhance accessible green space 
and wildlife areas through an integrated 
network of safe routes suitable for pedestrians 
and cyclists; 

- Use GI opportunities to establish more 
effective functional links between urban areas 
and the surrounding countryside for people 
and wildlife; 

- Enhance biodiversity by linking, extending and 
creating important BAP habitats, including 
opportunities to reverse habitat fragmentation 
and promotion of sustainable landscape 
management practices; 

- Promote GI as a central focus to new 
development and ensure it is well integrated 
within development schemes, ensuring that GI 
connectivity is enhances within and beyond 
the development area; 

- Ensure new provision creates linkages 
between existing GI and the type and function 
of GI is complimentary to the multi-
functionality of adjoining areas; 

- Maximise the opportunities the ensure GI 
seeks to address climate change issues 
including flood protection, microclimate control 
and Sustainable Drainage Systems; 

- Promote opportunities to attract economic 
investment by establishing, maintaining and 
enhancing high quality accessible green 
space; 

- Promote health and well being by 
encouraging active exercise, enhancing 
recreation and amenity opportunities and 
encourage contact with nature; 

- Provide a distinctive landscape setting for the 
built environment which reinforces the 
inherent character of local landscapes, 
provides enhanced connectivity and offers 
multi-functional GI to serve a range of 
communities; and 

- Plan GI provision to respond to issues arising 
from the HRA and any required management, 
mitigation or compensation.  

The Strategy provides a 
framework for sustainable 
development of green 
infrastructure specific to 
Babergh; the JLP has scope 
to include these objectives 
within the Plan as the growth 
of green infrastructure can be 
provided for in Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk. 

Green Infrastructure 
Assessment for Mid 
Suffolk- Evidence 
base for the West of 
Babergh District 
(August 2012) 

This framework pulls together the evidence base for 
Babergh, drawing on the Haven Gateway Green 
Infrastructure Strategy (HaGGIS) and the West of 
Babergh Green Infrastructure Evidence Base (July 
2012). It focuses particularly on the location and 
function of green infrastructure and the connectivity 
between existing areas and places which are a key 
focus for activity or are likely to be in the future. This 
may include urban areas, locations identified for future 

The Strategy provides a 
framework for sustainable 
development of green 
infrastructure specific to Mid 
Suffolk; the JLP has scope to 
include these objectives 
within the Plan as the growth 
of green infrastructure can be 
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growth, employment locations, schools and other 
areas where there is a concentration for activities. 
It pulls together outputs from HaGGIS, for those areas 
covered by it and is informed by consultation with 
stakeholders in the Sudbury area. It also summarises 
the key deficiencies in these areas, as identified in the 
Open Space, Sport and Recreation Audit (2010). 

provided for in Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk. 
The Assessment focuses on 
connectivity between existing 
areas which provides a 
specific insight into the needs 
of Mid Suffolk, which has 
scope to be provided within 
the Joint Local Plan.  

Babergh 
Homelessness 
Review and 
Strategy 2003 

The objectives of the Strategy are as follows: 
- Maximise the availability of appropriate 

permanent accommodation to people who 
may become homeless, and work towards the 
opportunity of a decent home for all; 

- To prevent homelessness wherever possible; 
- Ensure that appropriate temporary 

accommodation is available to people who 
are, or may become homeless; 

- No use of bed and breakfast accommodation 
for families with children for longer than six 
weeks by March 2003; 

- Reduce the levels of rough sleeping to two 
thirds the level in 1998 or lower; 

- Provide support for people who are or who 
may become homeless, and for people who 
have been homeless and need support to 
prevent them becoming homeless again; 

- Improve working arrangements between all 
agencies involved in preventing 
homelessness or providing housing, and/or 
support, to homeless households and those at 
risk of becoming homeless; 

- Ensure that all actions and initiatives arising 
from the homelessness strategy embody the 
principles of quality, equality and consultation; 

- Maximise the use of government and other 
funding streams to reduce homelessness; and 

- Improve quality of information needed to 
quantify needs of those who are homeless or 
at risk of homelessness. 

Alongside the Housing 
Strategy's for Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk, the 
Homelessness Review 
Strategy outlines ways in 
which to deliver 
accommodation that is 
accessible to all, specifically 
those at risk of rough 
sleeping. 
The Strategy outlines the 
need to tackle the 
homelessness crises in terms 
of long-term goals, not short-
term solutions. This is 
relevant to the JLP due to the 
Hidden Needs report outlining 
the need for secure 
accommodation, despite 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk 
being recognised as 
predominately affluent 
Districts.  

Babergh Housing 
Needs Surveys, 
2004 & 2008 

The Survey outlines the key statistics within Babergh 
that provide a basis for assessing housing needs 
within the District. The categories of information 
covered are: 

- Economic analysis; 
- Demographic change; 
- The current housing stock; 
- The Babergh housing market; 
- Migration trends; 
- Household moving within Babergh; 
- Future demand for market housing; 
- Future demand for affordable housing; 
- The future housing needs of young people; 

The Survey provides 
information on housing needs 
within Babergh, which is 
relevant to the JLP due to the 
information reflecting the 
housing needs specific to 
Babergh.  
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- Supported and adapted housing; 
- Black and minority ethnic needs; 
- Key worker housing issues; 
- CLG needs assessment model; and 
- Planning and delivery. 

The survey provides an all-encompassing insight into 
the state of Babergh and the District’s needs as a 
whole when delivering housing. 

BDC, IBC, MSDC & 
SCDC – Affordable 
Housing Viability 
Study, 2009 

The Viability Study was part of a Strategic Housing 
Market Assessment (SHMA) for the area, which was 
being carried out in parallel to develop an 
understanding of local housing markets in this sub-
region, to build a picture of housing needs and 
requirements, and to suggest appropriate targets for 
housing provision based on this analysis. The SHMA 
will provide input into ongoing work on preparation of 
Local Development Frameworks (LDF) for each of the 
Districts. 
The viability studies will ensure that advice on targets 
in the main SHMA is supported by rigorous analysis 
showing that the targets can be achieved without 
undermining site viability and imperilling the delivery of 
housing provision overall. 

The Study forms part of the 
Joint Local Plan evidence 
base due to it covering 
Districts within Suffolk, 
including Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk, on affordable housing 
viability. The viability studies 
provide relevant information 
on the formation of policies 
and recommendations within 
the JLP in terms of housing 
delivery and stock.  

MSDC – Strategic 
Housing Land 
Availability 
Assessment 
(SHLAA, update 
2011) (2nd update 
January 2012) 

The Government promotes Strategic Housing Land 
Availability Assessments (SHLAA), as a means of 
widening the geographical search for specific sites 
and to consider supply over a longer timeframe. 
Specifically, guidance issued by the Government 
states that a SHLAA should:  
• identify specific sites for the first 5 years of a 
development plan, that are available for development 
and that can be delivered;  
• identify specific developable sites for 6-10 years, and 
ideally up to 15 years in plans, to allow the 5-year 
housing land supply to be continuously topped up;  
• where it is not possible to identify specific sites for 
years 11-15 of the plan, to indicate broad locations for 
future growth. 

The SHLAA provides the JLP 
with an overview of each site 
put forward for development. 
The SHLAA allows Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk District 
Council to make informed 
decisions on the allocation of 
best employment and 
residential land  based on the 
provisions of information in 
the Babergh SHLAA. 

MSDC – Five Years 
Supply of Housing 
Land (2011-2016) 
2011 

Paragraph 47 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) sets out that local planning 
authorities should 'boost significantly' the supply of 
housing through the identification of a supply of 
specific deliverable sites to meet their housing 
requirement over the next five years; to be updated 
annually. On top of this supply, a buffer of either 5% or 
20% must be applied depending on the local planning 
authority’s history of housing delivery, or lack thereof. 
The aim of this Assessment is therefore to analyse the 
Council’s current housing trajectory and the way in 
which MSDC has assessed the five-year housing land 
supply requirement for the District to determine 
whether the Council's assessment is correct and 

The Assessment provides 
information on Mid Suffolk’s 
housing supply and 
development trajectories, 
forming a vital part of the JLP 
evidence base.  
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whether they can demonstrate a five-year supply of 
housing as they currently claim to. 

BDC, IBC, MSDC & 
SCDC – Strategic 
Housing Market 
Assessment 
(SHMA), 2012 

This report outlines the policy context and provides an 
analysis of the market geography of the study area. In 
line with national policy, the objectively assessed 
housing need should be calculated for each HMA. The 
main objectives are as follows: 

- To test and confirm the housing market 
geography; and 

- To produce conclusions on objectively 
assessed housing need. 

The Assessment provides 
information on the housing 
market in Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk, providing context for 
the policies set out in the JLP. 
The HMA outlines the specific 
needs for both Districts, 
allowing the District Councils 
to plan for appropriate 
development that meets 
these identified needs.  

Gypsy, Traveller 
and Travelling Show 
people 
Accommodation 
Assessment, 2013 

The requirement to assess the accommodation needs 
of Gypsies and Travellers and Travelling Showpeople 
is established through national guidance contained in 
Planning Policy for Traveller Sites (DCLG, 2015).  
The assessment is to quantify the accommodation and 
housing related support needs of Gypsies, Travellers, 
Travelling Showpeople and boat dwellers in terms of 
permanent and transit sites and moorings.  

The Assessment provides an 
overview on the available 
sites, pitches and plots for 
Gypsy, Traveller and 
Travelling Show people 
Accommodation. From here, 
the JLP can adequately plan 
for any additional pitches and 
plots if necessary.  

BDC – Strategic 
Housing Land 
Availability 
Assessment 
(SHLAA, Nov 2011) 

The Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 
provides a list of potential sites that may be suitable 
and available for housing development. Guidance 
issued by the Government states that a SHLAA 
should: 

- Identify specific sites for the first 5 years of a 
development plan, that are available for 
development and that can be delivered; 

- Identify specific developable sites for 6-10 
years, and ideally up to 15 years in plans, to 
allow the 5-year housing land supply to be 
continuously topped up; and 

- Where it is not possible to identify specific 
sites for years 11-15 of the plan, to indicate 
broad locations for future growth. 

The sites have been identified within Babergh District 
Council. 

The SHLAA provides the JLP 
with an overview of each site 
put forward for development. 
The SHLAA allows Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk District 
Council to make informed 
decisions on the allocation of 
best employment and 
residential land based on the 
provisions of information in 
the Babergh SHLAA.  

Babergh 
Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan, 2013 

The main objectives of the plan is to provide 
information on the following: 

- What infrastructure is required and how it will 
be provided (e.g. co-location etc.); 

- Who is to provide the infrastructure; 
- How the infrastructure will be funded; and 
- When the infrastructure could be provided. 

The plan outlines the need for the provision of 
infrastructure for transport, telecommunications, waste 
management, water supply, wastewater, flood risk and 
coastal change management, and the provision of 
minerals and energy (including heat); the provision of 

The Plan identifies Babergh’s 
infrastructure needs and 
provides a framework to 
deliver each aspect of 
infrastructure, outlined 
adjacent (e.g. water supply). 
The JLP can then plan for the 
provision of such 
infrastructure within Babergh.  
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health, security, community and cultural infrastructure 
and other local facilities. 

Mid Suffolk 
Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan, 2014 

The main objectives of the plan is to provide 
information on the following: 

- What infrastructure is required and how it will 
be provided (e.g. co-location etc.); 

- Who is to provide the infrastructure; 
- How the infrastructure will be funded; and 
- When the infrastructure could be provided. 

The plan outlines the need for the provision of 
infrastructure for transport, telecommunications, waste 
management, water supply, wastewater, flood risk and 
coastal change management, and the provision of 
minerals and energy (including heat); the provision of 
health, security, community and cultural infrastructure 
and other local facilities. 

The Plan identifies Babergh’s 
infrastructure needs and 
provides a framework to 
deliver each aspect of 
infrastructure, outlined 
adjacent (e.g. water supply). 
The JLP can then plan for the 
provision of such 
infrastructure within Mid 
Suffolk.  

Babergh Water 
Cycle Study, 2011 

The intention of the study is to assist the Council with 
the development of investment programmes to ensure 
that:  
• adequate water supply and waste water 
infrastructure are in place to support housing and 
employment growth;  
• any additional infrastructure is provided in 
accordance with a strategic rather than a piecemeal 
approach;  
• there is a strategic approach to the management and 
use of water;  
• the environment has sufficient capacity to receive 
increased waste water discharges; and  
• the potential for grey water reuse and 
implementation of Sustainable Drainage Systems 
(SUDS) is fully realised. 
The Study addresses the constraints that each issue 
may pose to future development and discusses the 
improvements necessary to achieve the required level 
of development. The issues outlined are as follows: 

- Water resources and supply; 
- Wastewater collection and supply; 
- Water quality and environmental issues; 
- Flood risk; and 
- Demand management and SUDS. 

The Study provides the JLP 
with a framework under which 
water is best managed and 
provided within Babergh. The 
planning for infrastructure to 
support water delivery within 
Babergh can be provided via 
the strategic approach 
outlined within the Study. 

Haven Gateway 
Water Cycle Study, 
2009 

The Study was commissioned in order to ensure that 
water supply, water quality, sewerage and flood risk 
management issues can be properly addressed, thus 
enabling the substantial growth proposed in the East 
of England Plan to 2021 to be accommodated in a 
sustainable way (according to the project brief). 
The key considerations are as follows: 

- The water cycle capacity in the Haven 
Gateway Sub Region is close to capacity, and 
will require investment to accommodate 
growth; 

The Study outlines the need 
for water infrastructure within 
the Haven Gateway to be 
properly managed, beneficial 
to the growth needs outlined 
within the Study.  
The JLP can incorporate 
water treatment and 
management objectives into 
their policies to ensure that 
water is being used and 
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- Ipswich, Felixstowe and Colchester are the 
largest growth areas in the HGSR, and are 
the areas with most water, waste water and 
flooding issues; 

- There are a large number of oversubscribed 
sewage treatment works across the sub 
region; and 

- The development of employment land is a key 
factor in the ability of the water cycle to 
accommodate the growth in the sub region. 

delivered in the most 
sustainable way.  

2015 Updating and 
Screening 
Assessment for 
BDC and MSDC, 
2015 

The assessment is intended to update previous 
studies by screening the various potential sources of 
prescribed pollutants that could impact on the Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk District Council areas. Where the 
screening process identifies a significant risk that a 
potential emission source could lead to an 
exceedance of the Air Quality Objectives, the Council 
is required to proceed to a Detailed Assessment. The 
screening methods and monitoring data used in the 
assessment are as recommended in the 
Government’s Technical Guidance LAQM.TG(09). 

The Assessment provides the 
JLP with the current state of 
Air Quality within Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk on which to 
base relevant policies to 
address air quality issues.  

Air Quality Action 
Plan: Babergh 
District Council – 
Cross Street, 
Sudbury, AQMA, 
2011 

Part IV of the Environment Act, 1995, places a 
statutory duty on local authorities to periodically review 
and assess air quality within their area. 
The AQAP is expected to include the following:  

- quantification of the source contributions to 
the predicted exceedances of the objectives, 
to allow the Action Plan measures to be 
effectively targeted;  

- evidence that all available options have been 
considered taking into account cost-
effectiveness and feasibility;  

- how the local authority will use its powers and 
also work in conjunction with other 
organisations in pursuit of the air quality 
objectives; 

- clear timescales over which the local authority 
and other organisations and agencies 
propose to implement measures within the 
Action Plan;  

- quantification of the expected impacts of the 
proposed measures and, where appropriate, 
an indication as to whether the measures will 
be sufficient to meet the air quality objectives; 
and  

- how the local authority intends to monitor and 
evaluate the effectiveness of the Action Plan. 

The AQMA provides 
information on how Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk can monitor 
and evaluate their approach 
to air quality management 
within the Districts.  
The JLP can incorporate the 
AQMA principles and 
objectives to ensure that air 
quality does not fall below EU 
standards.  

Contaminated Land 
Strategy, Babergh 
DC, 2009 

The main aim of the Strategy is to ensure that people, 
property and the environment are not harmed by 
contaminants in the ground, and that any existing 
damage is remedied. 
The Council will inspect the whole of the Babergh 
District for contaminated land and take action to 

Relevant to the JLP due to 
the planning of development 
requires the assessment of 
land, including any 
contaminants in the ground 
and the damages that must 
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prevent harm from occurring. It is Government policy 
to ensure that the polluter pays, and Babergh DC has 
powers to require polluters to clean-up contaminated 
land that may cause significant harm or water 
pollution. 

be accounted for and 
remedied.  

Mid Suffolk 
Contaminated Land 
Strategy, 2003 

The Strategy outlines its priorities firstly as being the 
prevention of new contamination via the pollution 
control regimes. The specific new objectives of the 
new regime are as follows: 

- to improve the focus and transparency of the 
controls, ensuring authorities take a strategic 
approach to problems of land contamination; 

- to enable all problems resulting from 
contamination to be handled as part of the 
same process (previously separate regulatory 
action was needed to protect human health 
and to protect the water environment); 

- to increase the consistency of approach taken 
by different authorities; and 

- to provide a more tailored regulatory 
mechanism, including liability rules, better 
able to reflect the complexity and range of 
circumstances found on individual sites. 

Relevant to the JLP due to 
the planning of development 
requires the assessment of 
land, including any 
contaminants in the ground 
and the damages that must 
be accounted for and 
remedied. 
 

Babergh DC 
Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment, 2009 

This SFRA has been prepared in accordance with 
current best practice, Planning Policy Statement 25 
Development and Flood Risk (PPS25). PPS25 
reinforced the responsibility of LPAs to ensure that 
flood risk is managed effectively and sustainably as an 
integral part of the planning process, balancing socio-
economic needs, the existing framework of landscape 
and infrastructure, and flood risk. The objectives are 
as follows: 

- to provide an overall understanding of the risk 
of flooding from all potential sources in the 
study area and surrounding area; 

- to inform the Sustainability Appraisal to 
ensure that flood risk is taken account of 
throughout the LDF process; 

- to enable policy teams to develop effective 
policies for managing flood risk; 

- to identify the level of detail required for site 
specific FRAs in specific areas and provide 
guidance on how to produce them; 

- to determine the acceptability of flood risk in 
relation to emergency planning capability; and 

- to be robust enough to be subject to scrutiny 
at any independent examinations associated 
with preparation of the LDF. 

Babergh is prone to flooding 
and because of this, must 
plan adequate mitigation 
measures to ensure that the 
damages are minimal to the 
environment, society and 
economy.  
The Assessment forms part of 
the JLP evidence base as it 
outlines the specific 
landscape features of 
Babergh and ways in which to 
best mitigate against flooding.  
The assessment focuses on 
existing site allocations within 
the district, together with 
known areas of search, but 
also sets out the procedure to 
be followed when assessing 
additional sites for 
development in the future. 

Mid Suffolk District 
Council Strategic 
Flood Risk 
Assessment, 2008 

The assessment highlights the flood risks within a 
catchment, alongside outlining policies for dealing with 
flood risk management at various location within a 
catchment. Planning Policy Statement 25: 

Mid Suffolk is prone to 
flooding and because of this, 
must plan adequate mitigation 
measures to ensure that the 
damages are minimal to the 
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Development and Flood Risk requires that, as part of 
any SFRA, all sources of flooding are identified. 
Using information and analysis gathered during the 
planning policy and flood risk reviews, a strategic 
overview of the flood risk was carried out to identify 
potential conflicts between development pressures 
and flood risk now and in the future.  

environment, society and 
economy.  
The Assessment forms part of 
the JLP evidence base as it 
outlines the specific 
landscape features of Mid 
Suffolk and ways in which to 
best mitigate against flooding.  
The assessment focuses on 
existing site allocations within 
the district, together with 
known areas of search, but 
also sets out the procedure to 
be followed when assessing 
additional sites for 
development in the future. 

The Stour & Orwell 
Estuaries 
Management 
Strategy 2015-2020 
(draft May 2016) 

The purpose of the Strategy is to promote the 
sustainable use of the Stour and Orwell estuaries 
through the management of human activity, in a way 
that is compatible with the conversation of the 
estuarine landscape and wildlife.  
It aims to achieve the sustainable use of the estuaries 
by promoting human and economic activity that is 
compatible with the special landscape and wildlife 
qualities of the area. It also aims to facilitate good 
communication and partnership working, collaborate 
on new projects and source and support funding.  
The main objectives of the Strategy include the 
following: 

- to be a focal point for input from all 
stakeholders; 

- to be a vehicle to resolve and pre-empt issues 
that may have an impact on the integrity of the 
estuaries; 

- identify key opportunities for improving the 
management of the estuaries that can be 
realistically achieved; 

- raise awareness and to increase knowledge 
and understanding of the sensitivities, 
qualities and pressures on the estuaries; and 

- monitor and review the progress of the 
Group’s agreed actions. 

Although the Stour and Orwell 
Estuaries do not extend to 
most of Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk, they do fall within the 
Districts boundary and so 
must be adequately planned 
for.  
The JLP has scope to provide 
recommendations or 
requirements set within 
policies in order to protect the 
estuaries alongside other 
water bodies within Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk.  

Core Strategy 
Focused review 
habitat regulations 
Assessment, 2011 

Under Regulation 48(1) of the Conservation (Natural 
Habitats, &C) (Amendment) (England and Wales) 
Regulations 2006 a Habitats Regulations Assessment 
(HRA) needs to be undertaken in respect of any plan 
or project which:  
1. Either alone or in combination with other plans or 
projects would be likely to have a significant effect on 
a European Site, and  
2. Is not directly connected with the management of 
the site for nature conservation. 

The HRA is necessary to the 
JLP as there are designation 
of best sites for development. 
These sites may be in close 
proximity to a European Site 
or a Conservation Site and so 
the HRA forms a crucial part 
of the JLP evidence base.  
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PPS9 states that consideration should also be given to 
sites designated as potential SPAs, candidate SACs 
and Wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar 
sites). 

Joint Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk 
Landscape 
Guidance 2015 

The overall purpose of the Strategy is to improve the 
quality of development coming forward in the 
countryside. The whole of Babergh's and Mid Suffolk’s 
landscape is sensitive to change. Development can 
cause irreparable change to the character of the 
landscape, caused by inappropriate locations, design, 
use of materials or insufficient, inadequate or 
inappropriate landscaping.  
This guide identifies the specific landscape and 
settlement character within the designated areas. It 
then moves on to provide more detail on the siting, 
design, materials and landscaping of new 
development in the countryside. The guide refers to 
buildings within the countryside and villages as they 
appear in the landscape as well as to development 
proposed on the edge of villages and towns. 
The Landscape Guidance aims to provide examples 
of good design practice (and also poor design 
practice) with the aim to provide advice on more 
appropriate designs for the rural areas. 

The Landscape Guidance 
forms part of the JLP 
evidence base due to the 
guidelines set out for 
development in relation to 
landscape character within 
designated areas. The 
guidance outlines the need for 
development to not cause 
harm to sensitive landscapes 
e.g. conservation areas and 
the JLP must adhere to this to 
ensure that development is 
not harming the landscape 
characteristics of Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk.  

Babergh & Mid 
Suffolk DC: Joint 
Town Centres & 
Retail Study, 2015 

The Study meets the requirements which are as 
follows: 

- A refresh of the household telephone survey 
to update market shares for convenience 
(food) and comparison (non-food) shopping 
habits, and how these may have changed 
over time; 

- An assessment of the potential residual retail 
and other town centre uses expenditure and 
floorspace capacity available for new retailing 
up to 2031, broken down into five year periods 
(i.e. 2015-2020, 2021-2025 and 2026-2031); 

- A high level update of the health checks of the 
main town centres in the Districts (namely 
Stowmarket, Sudbury and Hadleigh); 

- Advice on the strengths and weaknesses of 
each centre and their capacity to 
accommodate additional retail, leisure and 
other town centre uses, including the 
identification of potential suitable sites to meet 
these needs over the lifetime of the 
development plan; 

- Advice on the level and type of retail, leisure 
and other town centre uses development 
which would be appropriate for the Districts 
over the development plan period, taking into 
account national and local economic trends; 
and 

The Study provides the JLP 
with a detailed overview of 
retail patterns within Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk and areas 
with highest retail footfall. Due 
to the presence of market 
towns within Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk, the ‘health checks’ of 
these retail areas are vital to 
ensure the economic growth 
of the region and the 
sustainable growth of local 
businesses.   



Page 78 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Client: 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk District 
Councils 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regulation 18 Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex B 

 

 

 

- Recommendations on the definition of a 
hierarchy of town centres and on the definition 
of primary and secondary frontages, and 
primary shopping areas for the centres. 

Babergh District 
Retail Study, 2008 – 
Babergh retail 
evidence update 
2012 

The Study outlines the needs for local authorities, in 
selecting sites for retail development, to: 

- Assess the need for development; 
- Identify the most appropriate scale of 

development; 
- Apply the sequential approach to the site 

selection; 
- Assess the impact of development in existing 

centres; and 
- Ensure that locations are accessible and well 

served by a choice of means of transport. 
 
Existing retail planning guidance and policy at the 
national, regional and local levels is summarised, 
whilst we present overview health checks of Sudbury 
and Hadleigh and comment on their future retail role 
and potential. 

The Study is relevant to the 
JLP as it provides information 
on what’s required when 
selecting sites for economic 
development within retail 
centres to ensure the 
sustainable development of 
these areas within Babergh.  

BDC – Sudbury and 
Hadleigh Town 
Centre Health 
Check, 2011 

PPS6 was introduced in 2005, and it is aimed at 
promoting the vitality and viability of town centres. It 
also sets out the need to monitor the changes in town 
centres and impacts of other influences on town 
centres, in the form of a health check. PPS6 
formalises the way in which a town centre health 
check is undertaken. This report follows the new 
methodology set out in PPS6 and therefore the 
variations between this report and previous health 
check reports. 

The Health Check of Sudbury 
and Hadleigh provides the 
JLP with a framework on how 
to approach providing for the 
vitality of town centres – as 
the JLP considers best sites 
for this development.  

Sudbury Retail 
Study- Stage 1, 
2011 

This report is an independent and objective appraisal 
of Sudbury as a retail centre. In essence, the report 
provides a ‘health check’ on Sudbury’s retail & leisure 
proposition, highlighting areas of strength and possible 
weakness. The key aims of the report seeks to 
provide: 

- A thorough review of the existing retail offer in 
the context of the town’s wider catchment 
area; 

- An appraisal of macro retail trends/changing 
shopping patterns and assessment of how 
these may affect the town now and in the 
future; 

- The possible impact of changes in future 
supply; and 

- A strategy for long-term retail health and 
vitality. 

The Study addresses the 
issue of how Sudbury may be 
improved and how the 
Council could best support 
appropriate retail 
development in the town 
centre in the face of changing 
economic and social 
circumstances. This forms 
part of the JLP evidence base 
as the guidance extends to 
the provision of retail centres 
within Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk.  
 

Babergh Local 
Transport Study 
(Jan 2010) Babergh 
LDF – Transport 

The main objectives of the Study include the following: 
- To provide a robust evidence base related to 

transport and access issues to inform and 

The Study provides the JLP 
with guidance on how to best 
deliver transport within the 
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Impacts, 2010 support the Development Plan Documents 
(DPDs) and the Core Strategy process; 

- To draw conclusions on the overall spatial 
strategy, including comments on the broad 
options being discussed; 

- To examine the broad locations put forward in 
the spatial strategy, and assess their possible 
transport facilities and infrastructure 
requirements; and 

- To consider the methods for delivering the 
transport requirements. 

Districts, based on Babergh’s 
transport trends.  
The Study also outlines how 
to assess transport facilities 
which is useful to the JLP due 
to the need for planning for 
transport infrastructure based 
on the current provisions 
within both Districts.  

Sudbury Transport 
Study (Aug 2011) 
(Oct 2011) 

The Study’s main objectives are as follows: 
- Revisit and provide advice on the prospects of 

delivering a Western By-Pass for Sudbury 
within the plan period recognising the long 
term aspiration for this scheme in Suffolk’s 
third Local Transport Plan (LTP) the likely cost 
of the project and the likely availability of 
public funding for such schemes; 

- Develop viable sustainable transport 
measures to improve transport conditions in 
Sudbury to facilitate housing growth in the 
medium term; and 

- Explore and aim to deliver the evidence 
requirements to support the emerging 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) process. 

Sudbury provides the JLP 
with a good example of how 
to plan for transport in market 
towns, as they are present 
through both Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk. Ways in which to 
develop alongside delivering 
sustainable transport 
provisions are outlined within 
the Study and incorporated 
CIL processes.  

MSDC Employment 
Land Study, 2011 

The Study is to review the supply of, and demand for, 
employment land and premises across Mid Suffolk. 
The Study involved the following key stages of work: 

- Demand assessment – this draws on a 
combination of ‘top down’ and ‘bottom up’ 
analysis to estimate future land requirements; 

- Supply audit – appraises the existing quantity, 
quality and distribution of sites across Mid 
Suffolk; and 

- Outline Planning Framework – drawing on the 
findings of the demand and supply 
assessments and identifying key policies for 
taking growth objectives forward. 

The Land Study forms a part 
of the JLP evidence base due 
to the relevance of 
employment land 
designations. Analysis of 
demand and supply of 
housing alongside the 
planning framework provided 
within the study assists the 
JLP determine which sites are 
best for employment and for 
growth within Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk. 

Stowmarket 
Masterplan and 
SAAP 2013 with 
supporting retail 
studies Donaldson’s 
2007 

The Stowmarket Area Action Plan sets out relevant 
planning policies to guide future development in 
Stowmarket and the nine settlements that abut the 
town's existing Plan boundary. It also allocates 
specific sites to ensure that there is sufficient land for 
future growth in employment, housing, retail and 
recreation within the identified area. 

The Masterplan forms part of 
the JLP evidence due to the 
relevance of planning policies 
set out regarding 
development within 
Stowmarket and the 
settlements that surround it.  

Haven Gateway – 
Employment Land 
Review & Strategic 
Site Study, 2009 

Policy E1 of the RSS guides on the overall job targets 
for the period to 2021, establishing some ambitious 
expectations both in terms of quantum, but also when 
read in conjunction with the Regional Economic 
Strategy, the mix and choice of employment 
opportunity. 

The Land Review and Study 
forms a part of the JLP 
evidence base due to the 
relevance of employment land 
designations. Analysis of 
demand and supply of 
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The Study sets the policy response to providing the 
right mix of employment land to meet the future job 
growth target of 30,000 in the sub-region. This will be 
used as supporting evidence for the emerging Local 
Development Framework (LDF) in each local authority 
area and guide the Haven Gateway Partnership’s role 
in land use policy development. 

housing alongside the 
planning framework provided 
within the study assists the 
JLP determine which sites are 
best for employment and for 
growth within Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk. 
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3.5 Review of Local Reports and Assessments 

Table 4: Review of Local Reports and Assessments 
- Local 

Reports and 
Assessment
s 

- Purpose / Main Aims and Objectives - Relevance to the 
Local Plan / SA 

Babergh & Mid 
Suffolk Joint Local 
Plan – Transport 
Modelling 

The transport modelling for Babergh and Mid Suffolk 
outlines the transport capacity of the main roads and 
junctions, providing insight into how to best develop 
alongside a forecasted growing population and 
economy.  
The main issues to be addressed are: 

- Town based bus services in Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk; 

- Transport interchanges in main towns; 
- Tackling congestion; 
- Cycle networks; 
- Rural bus provision; 
- Rural footpaths; 
- Local access to key services; and 
- Lorry management. 

The main objective for transport modelling is to 
improve transport networks, reduce congestion and 
improve access to jobs and markets.  

- The JLP has scope 
to incorporate the 
principles and 
objectives set out in 
the Transport Plan to 
ensure the 
sustainable 
development of 
transport networks 
within Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk.  

- The improving of 
transport networks 
allows for the 
development 
planned for the 
Districts to be met, 
ensuring that the 
infrastructure is 
under capacity and 
able to cope under 
pressure during peak 
times.  

The proposed development 
along market towns will be 
met with plans for transport 
improvements to ensure that 
capacity issues will be met 
and planned for. 

BMSDC JLP 
Habitats 
Regulations 
Assessment 

An HRA is required by Regulation 61 of the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 
2010 (referred to below as “the Habitat Regulations”) 
for all plans and projects which are likely to have 
significant effects on European sites. 
This information is vital for the analysis of whether the 
Plan is likely to have a significant effect on the 
European sites.  In accordance with the Habitat 
Regulations there is a need to consider the potential 
for likely significant effects of the Plan ‘in combination’ 
with other projects and plans. 

The HRA is necessary for the 
JLP to designate the best 
sites for development. These 
sites may be in close 
proximity to a European Site 
or a Conservation Site and so 
the HRA forms a crucial part 
of the JLP evidence base. 
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Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk Community 
Infrastructure Study 
Review Viability 
Study 

The provision of new and improved infrastructure is 
essential to ensure the growth planned in the District is 
sustainable. Infrastructure includes a wide range of 
facilities and services including schools, medical 
facilities, community facilities, open space, roads, 
railways, cycle paths and flood defences. 
This document identifies what infrastructure might be 
required to support the growth ambitions in the 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan. Where 
possible it identifies the cost, the organisation 
responsible for delivery, and any potential funding 
sources. The study has been prepared in consultation 
with infrastructure providers. 

The JLP will need to set out 
the districts funding 
mechanism for new 
infrastructure and community 
facilities through the planning 
process. The Community 
Infrastructure Levy must be 
factored into costings of any 
developments within Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk.  

BMSDC Revised 
Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan 

The context for this Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) 
is provided by the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF). Paragraph 156 states:  
“Local planning authorities should set out the strategic 
priorities for the area in the Local Plan. This should 
include strategic policies to deliver:  

- the provision of infrastructure for transport, 
telecommunications, waste management, 
water supply, wastewater, flood risk and 
coastal change management, and the 
provision of minerals and energy (including 
heat);  

- the provision of health, security, community 
and cultural infrastructure and other local 
facilities.” 

The Plan outlines the need to meet these 
requirements and provides a strategy for growth. 

The Plan identifies Babergh’s 
infrastructure needs and 
provides a framework to 
deliver each aspect of 
infrastructure, outlined 
adjacent (e.g. water supply). 
The JLP can then plan for the 
provision of such 
infrastructure within Babergh.  

BMSDC Strategic 
Housing & 
Economic Land 
Availability 
Assessment 
(SHELAA) 

The role of the Strategic Housing & Economic Land 
Availability Assessment (SHELAA) is to test whether 
(and where) there is sufficient land available to meet 
the full objectively assessed needs for housing and 
economic development. 
This report is an initial assessment of the development 
capacity of the Districts and is not an allocations 
document, because allocations will be made through 
the formal processes of producing the Joint Local 
Plan. 

The SHELAA provides the 
JLP with an overview of each 
site put forward for 
development. The SHELAA 
allows Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk District Council to 
make informed decisions on 
the allocation of best 
employment and residential 
land based on the provisions 
of information in the Babergh 
SHELAA. 

Ipswich Economic 
Area Employment 
Land Supply 
Assessment 

The report provides assessed quantitative and 
qualitative requirements for employment land for all 
authorities within the Ipswich Economic Area to 2031 
and 2036. 
The purpose of the ELSA is to undertake an 
assessment of the supply of employment land in each 
of the four authorities in light of identified future 
requirements to help inform emerging employment 
policies and allocations. 

The Land Review forms a 
part of the JLP evidence base 
due to the relevance of 
employment land 
designations. Identification of 
the existing stock of land 
within Ipswich allows for the 
determination of business 
needs and future market 
requirements. This helps the 
JLP determine which sites are 
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best for employment and for 
growth within Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk. 

Babergh & Mid 
Suffolk Open Space 
Assessment 

The assessment provides an overview of open space, 
sport and recreation provision in Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk.  It indicates current provision, identifies 
shortfalls and deficiencies in relation to quantity, 
quality and accessibility of open space facilities 
throughout the districts. 
By providing a clear picture of existing provision and 
advising on deficiencies in quality, quantity and 
accessibility, the assessment will:  

- advise on the drafting of appropriate planning 
policies in the BDF up to 2031 by contributing 
to a strong evidence base;  

- facilitate production of a strategy that will 
enable delivery of a network of accessible, 
high quality open spaces, and sport and 
recreation facilities;  

- assist the Council and its partners with 
applications for grant aid, improving site 
management, securing external funding and 
in getting financial contributions from new 
development and securing delivery of open 
space improvements on the ground in a form 
and location where they are needed; and 

- meet the requirements of Planning Policy 
Guidance Note No.17 or any emerging 
guidance which replaces it. 

Relevant to the JLP evidence 
base due to the provision of 
open space guidelines 
specific to Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk that can easily be 
incorporated into the Joint 
Local Plan, covering both 
Districts open space needs.   

Settlement 
Sensitivity 
Assessment – 
Landscape Fringes 
of Ipswich (2018) 

The purpose of the assessment is to provide a robust 
analysis of the sensitivity of settlement fringes to 
development and change in order to: 

- inform the preparation of local plan policies 
and land use allocations; 

- inform the submission and determination of 
planning applications; and 

- identify priorities for the enhancement, 
protection, management and conservation of 
landscape areas and the goods and services 
they can provide. 

The Assessment allows for 
the JLP to determine the best 
site allocations for 
development and their uses. 
The Assessment ensures that 
development is planned for 
alongside the protection of 
sensitive landscapes within 
Ipswich Fringe settlements.  

Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk Heritage & 
Sensitivity 
Assessment 

The assessment ensures that the local planning 
authorities have up-to-date evidence about the historic 
environment in their districts, including an 
understanding of the significance of heritage assets. It 
also ensures that an assessment of the historic 
landscape is integrated within the council's existing 
assessments of landscape character and wider 
evidence base. 
 
The assessment was designed to produce an analysis 
of the susceptibility of the historic settlements within 
the two Districts to new development. The report 
identifies both areas and settlements which are 

The Assessment provides an 
overview of sensitive land 
within Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk which accommodates 
the JLP in determining which 
land is best for development.  
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sensitive, vulnerable or irreplaceable areas and 
highlight specific heritage assets of particular 
importance both above and below ground. It also 
identifies those settlements which are of lower value, 
which have a greater capacity from a heritage 
perspective to accommodate development. 

Babergh & Mid 
Suffolk Brownfield 
Land Register 

The register, which is divided into two parts, comprises 
a standard set of information. It is also intended that 
the register - which is to be kept up-to-date (normally 
at least once a year) and be made publicly available - 
will help provide certainty for both developers and 
communities and encourage investment in local areas. 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils have 
prepared a single register which covers both districts 
(see link above). Further updates will be undertaken 
consistent with the Councils' usual Joint Annual 
Monitoring Report publication processes and time-
scales. 

The B&MS Brownfield Land 
Register provides the JLP 
with information on brownfield 
land which is preferable over 
greenfield land in terms of 
development. The Register 
outlines the site’s location and 
assists the JLP in determining 
which land is best for 
development.  

Ipswich Economic 
Area Sector Needs 
Assessment 

The Assessment provides an update on economic 
growth potential across the Ipswich Economic Area by 
drawing upon the latest macro-economic outlook and 
assumptions. It provides further detail on current and 
future needs associated with key sectors of the 
economy, to help inform planning policy approaches to 
accommodating future economic growth and business 
needs across the IEA as a whole and within the 
constituent local authority areas. 

The JLP benefits from the 
Ipswich Needs Assessment 
as it provides information on 
planning policy approaches to 
best accommodate economic 
growth within the area. The 
economic policies within the 
JLP have scope to 
incorporate the details of the 
Assessment to form a 
detailed overview of 
economic development 
potential.  

BMSDC Topic 
Paper: Settlement 
Hierarchy Review, 
2017 

The purpose of this Topic Paper is to present 
additional detail and context surrounding the needs for 
different housing types and tenures across Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk. 
This study collates information on the services and 
facilities available in the ‘larger’ and ‘smaller’ villages 
of both districts. It updates the 2014 (for Babergh) and 
2008 (for Mid Suffolk) studies carried out to inform the 
Core Strategies. This information is used to assess 
the relative sustainability of larger and smaller villages 
for policymaking purposes in relation to the new Joint 
Local Plan for Babergh and Mid Suffolk. 

The JLP provides policies on 
housing which directly 
address settlement hierarchy; 
the Review forms an 
important part of the evidence 
base due to the nature of the 
policies addressed.  

Babergh & Mid 
Suffolk Joint Annual 
Monitoring Report 
2016-2017 (2017) 

This Joint Annual Monitoring Report provides 
information on the key areas where Planning has a 
role in the two Districts of Babergh and Mid Suffolk 
and covers the period from 1st April 2016 to 31st 
March 2017. The objectives of the Joint Annual 
Monitoring Report are to:  
• Report on our Key Indicators e.g. housing 
completions, demographics etc. (this is what we 
measure to see how well we are performing) and the 

The monitoring report 
provides the JLP with an 
overview of the state of 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk in 
terms of housing completions 
and demographics, meaning 
that the JLP’s policies 
address the needs of both 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk.  
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progress made towards delivery against the targets 
set out in our Local Plan documents.  
• Report on the progress made in producing the key 
Joint Local Plan documents against the Joint Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk Local Development Scheme.  
• Report on the use and implementation of our 
adopted Local Plans and Saved Policies  
• Report on any financial receipts obtained via 
implementation of the Community Infrastructure Levy. 
This came into law in 2010 and is the new way of 
charging all new development to make a financial 
contribution towards essential infrastructure.  
• Where a Local Planning Authority has co-operated 
with another such Council or a County Council, or a 
body or person under section 33A of the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, our Monitoring 
Report must give details of what action they have 
taken. 

Ipswich & Waveney 
Housing Market 
Areas Strategic 
Housing Market 
Assessment 
(SHMA) – Part 1, 
2017 

The objectives of the assessment are as follows: 
- to test and confirm the housing market 

geography; and 
- to produce conclusions on objectively 

assessed housing needs. 
The analysis finds that the area contains two housing 
market areas (HMAs), the Ipswich HMA and the 
Waveney HMA. In line with national policy, the 
objectively assessed housing need should be 
calculated for each HMA. Part B of the report provides 
this calculation for the Ipswich HMA and part C for the 
Waveney HMA. 

The Assessment provides 
information on the housing 
market in Ipswich and 
Waveney providing context 
for the policies set out in the 
JLP. The HMA outlines the 
specific needs for both 
Districts, allowing the District 
Councils to plan for 
appropriate development that 
meets the needs identified 
and that are relevant to 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk  

Ipswich & Waveney 
Housing Market 
Areas Strategic 
Housing Market 
Assessment 
(SHMA) – Part 2, 
2017 

This report follows from the Volume 1 Strategic 
Housing Market Assessment (SHMA)1 for Babergh, 
Ipswich, Mid Suffolk, Suffolk Coastal and Waveney. 
It is a Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) 
that focuses, principally, on the calculation of the level 
of affordable housing need (referred to as Affordable 
Need) and the size and tenure of all dwellings required 
within the overall OAN calculated in Volume 1 of the 
SHMA. 

The Assessment provides 
information on the housing 
market in Ipswich and 
Waveney, providing context 
for the policies set out in the 
JLP. The HMA outlines the 
specific needs for both 
Districts, allowing the District 
Councils to plan for 
appropriate development that 
meets the needs relevant to 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk.  

Babergh & Mid 
Suffolk 
Sustainability 
Appraisal Scoping 
Report, 2017 

The aim of Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is to promote 
sustainable development by ensuring environmental, 
social, and economic factors are considered during 
plan preparation. It is a statutory requirement to 
undertake the SA in-line with the procedures 
prescribed by the Environmental Assessment of Plans 
and Programmes Regulations 2004, which were 
prepared in order to transpose into national law the 

The SA provides the JLP with 
an overview of sites within 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk; 
allows the sites to be 
strategically assessed in 
order for the best sites for 
development to be identified.  
This report sets out the 
results of the sustainability 
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EU Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 
Directive. 
The SA focusses upon the intent of the policy options, 
and in accordance with the precautionary approach, 
only identifies impacts as positive, negative or neutral 
along with their temporal, spatial, permanency and 
certainty impacts where there is a measure of clarity 

appraisal for the Babergh 
District Council and Mid 
Suffolk District Council Joint 
Local Plan Consultation 
Document Reg. 18. This is 
the first stage towards 
producing and when formally 
adopted will form the Joint 
Local Plan. 

Economic Land 
Needs Assessment 
– Ipswich & 
Waveney Economic 
Areas, 2016 

It provides an update to the economic needs evidence 
base for the respective local authority areas to 2031 
by assessing economic development needs for the 
Ipswich Economic Area (covering Ipswich, Suffolk 
Coastal, Mid Suffolk and Babergh) and the Waveney 
Economic Area objectively in line with the National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and Planning 
Practice Guidance (PPG). The study considers future 
quantitative land and floorspace requirements 
alongside related qualitative factors for individual 
sectors and employment uses. 

Relevant to the JLP, the 
Assessment outlines 
floorspace requirements 
within Ipswich and Waveney 
in relation to economic 
provisions – forms part of the 
evidence base due to the 
requirements outlined for 
economic development within 
these areas, that can be 
transferred to Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk.   

Babergh & Mid 
Suffolk Community 
Infrastructure Levy 
Viability Study – 
Report Addendum: 
Viability Update on 
Revised Affordable 
Housing 
Thresholds, 2015 

The report reviews the CIL viability assessment of 
residential development in their areas in light of the 
recently published Ministerial Statement on revised 
affordable housing thresholds. 
 

The JLP will need to set out 
the districts funding 
mechanism for new 
infrastructure and community 
facilities through the planning 
process. The Community 
Infrastructure Levy must be 
factored into costings of any 
developments within Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk.  

Babergh & Mid 
Suffolk Community 
Infrastructure Levy 
Viability Study, 2014 

The Study shows how CIL can be implemented to 
ensure that growth is sustainable, infrastructure such 
as roads, public transport, school places, health 
facilities and open space.  The introduction of the 
Community Infrastructure Levy Regulations in 2010 
established a new way for local authorities to raise 
funds from developers to achieve this. 

The JLP will need to set out 
the districts funding 
mechanism for new 
infrastructure and community 
facilities through the planning 
process. The Community 
Infrastructure Levy must be 
factored into costings of any 
developments within Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk.  

BMSDC Services 
Facilities Audit, 
2017 

The Services and Facilities Audit has been produced 
to inform the review of the Settlement Hierarchy for the 
new Joint Local Plan. The information is sourced 
primarily from online searches undertaken in 2014 for 
Babergh and in 2017 for Mid Suffolk. This document 
does not contain any analysis of the role or 
categorisation of each settlement. 

Due to the JLP providing 
specific policies addressing 
settlement hierarchy, the 
Audit provides accompanying 
information on the services 
and facilities that must 
accommodate these 
settlements.  

Mid Suffolk 
Functional Clusters 

The report outlines the views of Town and Parish 
Councils to establish how Mid Suffolk’s settlement 

The JLP uses the Report to 
base potential development 
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Report, 2017 pattern actually works on the ground with regards to 
accessing and using services and facilities, including 
retail services.  
It is a broad guide to the general extent of “catchment 
areas” for a number of key services and facilities. 

sites on with regard to the 
settlement pattern of Mid 
Suffolk. The report extends to 
provide information on other 
provisions such as schools 
and transport networks due to 
the dispersal of settlements 
throughout Babergh and Mid 
Suffolk.  
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1. Introduction 

1.1 The purpose of this Annex 

Babergh Mid Suffolk District Councils commissioned Place Services of Essex County Council to undertake 
an independent Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of the emerging Babergh Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan.  

Place Services are acting as consultants for this work; therefore the content of this SA should not be 
interpreted or otherwise represented as the formal view of Essex County Council. 

This Annex represents the detailed appraisal of the Plan’s Development Management policies, as included 
within the Regulation 18 Local Plan. Full details of policy and where relevant alternatives are documented in 
the Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan 2016 – 36 Regulation 18 and the accompanying Sustainability 
Appraisal (2019). 
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2. Sustainability Criteria 

2.1 The appraisal of Policies 

The Sustainability Criteria for policies is an important tool in the SA process.  It provides the context against 
which the Plan’s content can be assessed and sets out the SA objectives with additional criteria / key 
questions that should be asked to decipher whether the suggested approach adheres to the principles of 
sustainability. 

Policies have been subjected to appraisal using a pro forma developed factoring in the key issues of the 
Plan area and all relevant available information across a range of sustainability criteria. In addition, the 
consultation of the Scoping Report allowed input from the Statutory Consultees and any other relevant 
stakeholders and interested parties and necessary changes have been included at this Regulation 18 stage. 

It is worthy of note that in line with the pro forma the appraisals aim to provide a strategic level assessment 
highlighting those broad impacts of the policies to inform the plan-making process. Impacts and ranges of 
impacts highlighted in the policy pro forma use quantitative and qualitative information.   

To reflect a consistency of approach regarding policy appraisals, the approach for every assessment is 
identical in order to maintain consistency and  clarity when undertaking identical appraisals. 

The Sustainability Criteria used to assess all policies that have been considered within the SA process can 
be found in the following table. 
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Table 1: The Sustainability Objectives for Policy Appraisals 

Sustainability 
Objective 

Proposed guide questions to meet objective 

1. To improve the 
health and wellbeing 
of the population 
overall and reduce 
health inequalities 

(1.1) Will it improve access to, health facilities and social care services? 

(1.2) Will it encourage healthy lifestyles?  

(1.3) Will it support special needs and an ageing population?  

(1.4) Will it increase access to open countryside?  

(1.5) Will it increase access to public open space?  

(1.6) Will it improve access to cultural facilities?  

(1.7) Will it improve access to community facilities?  

(1.8) Will it reduce crime and anti-social activity?  

(1.9) Will it reduce noise and odour concerns?  

(1.10) Does the proposal explore opportunities for shared community use and co-location of 
services?  

(1.11) Does the proposal retain and enhance existing open and natural spaces? 

(1.12) Does the proposal provide a range of play spaces for children and young people? 

2. To maintain and 
improve levels of 
education and skills 

(2.1) Will it improve qualifications and skills of young people and adults?  

(2.2) Will it support the provision of an adequate range of educational and child care facilities? 
/ Does the proposal provide childcare facilities?  
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Sustainability 
Objective 

Proposed guide questions to meet objective 

in the population 
overall 

(2.3) Does the proposal contribute to meeting primary, secondary and post 19 education 
needs? 

3. To reduce poverty 
and social exclusion 
and ensure access to 
jobs and services 

(3.1) Will it reduce poverty and social exclusion in those areas most affected?  

(3.2) Will it maintain and improve access to key services and facilities for all sectors of the 
population? /Does the proposal retain or re-provide existing social infrastructure?  

(3.3) Will it reduce unemployment overall? 

(3.4) Does the proposal include a mix of uses and a range of community facilities? 

(3.5) Does the proposal include Lifetime Homes? 

4. To meet the 
housing requirements 
of the whole 
community 

(4.1) Will it meet the housing requirements of the whole community?  

(4.2) Will it reduce homelessness?  

(4.3) Will it contribute to meeting demand for a range and mix of housing including affordable 
housing and specialist housing?  

(4.4) Will it reduce the number of unfit homes? 

(4.5) Does the proposal include homes that can be adapted to support independent living for 
older and disabled people?  

(4.6) Does the proposal address the housing needs of older people, i.e. extra care housing, 
sheltered housing, lifetime homes and wheelchair accessible homes? 
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Sustainability 
Objective 

Proposed guide questions to meet objective 

5. To conserve and 
enhance water quality 
and resources 

(5.1) Will it protect and enhance water resources  

(5.2) Will it support the achievement of Water Framework Directive targets?  

(5.3) Will it protect and improve the quality of inland waters?  

(5.4) Will it protect and improve the quality of coastal waters?  

(5.5) Will it promote sustainable use of water?  

(5.6) Will it maintain water availability or water dependent habitats?  

(5.7) Will it support the provision of sufficient water supply and treatment infrastructure?  

(5.8) Does the proposal incorporate sustainable design and construction techniques? 

6. To maintain and 
where possible 
improve air quality 
and reduce noise 
pollution. 

(6.1) Will it protect and improve air quality? 

(6.2) Does the proposal minimise noise pollution caused by traffic and commercial uses?  

(6.3) Will it avoid exacerbating existing air quality issues in designated AQMAs?  

(6.4) Does the proposal incorporate sustainable design and construction techniques? 

7. To conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

(7.1) Will it minimise the loss of open countryside to development?  

(7.2) Will it minimise loss of the best and most versatile agricultural land to development?  

(7.3) Does the proposal make best use of existing land?  

(7.4) Will it maintain and enhance soil quality?  
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Sustainability 
Objective 

Proposed guide questions to meet objective 

(7.5) Will it promote sustainable use of minerals?  

8. To promote the 
sustainable 
management of 
waste 

(8.1) Will it reduce household waste generated /head of population?  

(8.2) Will it reduce commercial and industrial waste generated /head of population?  

(8.3) Will it increase rate/head of population of waste reuse and recycling? /Does the proposal 
encourage recycling (including building materials)?  

(8.4) Does the proposal incorporate sustainable design and construction techniques? 

9. To reduce 
contribution to climate 
change 

(9.1) Will it reduce emissions of greenhouse gases/head of population by reducing energy 
consumption?  

(9.2) Will it increase the proportion of energy needs being met by renewable sources/  

(9.3) Does the proposal incorporate renewable energy?  

(9.4) Does the proposal contain homes that are highly energy efficient? 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability and 
increase resilience to 
extreme weather 
events and flooding 

(10.1) Will it minimise the risk of flooding to people and property from rivers and 
watercourses?  

(10.2) Will it minimise the risk of flooding to people and property on the estuary?  

(10.3) Will it reduce the risk of estuarine erosion?  

(10.4) Will it reduce the risk of damage to people and property from extreme weather events?  
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Sustainability 
Objective 

Proposed guide questions to meet objective 

which may be caused 
by climate change 

(10.5) Does the proposal incorporate sustainable design and construction techniques?  

(10.6) Does the proposal ensure that buildings and public spaces are designed to respond to 
winter and summer temperatures, i.e. ventilation, shading and landscaping?  

(10.7) Does the proposal incorporate sustainable urban drainage techniques? 

11. To conserve and 
enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity 

(11.1) Will it maintain and enhance European designated nature conservation sites?  

(11.2) Will it maintain and enhance nationally designated nature conservation sites?  

(11.3) Will it maintain and enhance locally designated nature conservation sites?  

(11.4) Will it avoid disturbance or damage to protected species and their habitats?  

(11.5) Will it help deliver the targets and actions for habitats and species within the Suffolk 
Biodiversity Action Plan?  

(11.6) Will it help to reverse the national decline in farmland birds?  

(11.7) Will it protect and enhance sites, features and areas of geological value in both urban 
and rural areas?  

(11.8) Will it lead to the creation of new habitat?  

(11.9) Does the proposal maintain or enhance biodiversity? 
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Sustainability 
Objective 

Proposed guide questions to meet objective 

12. To conserve and 
where appropriate 
enhance areas and 
assets of historical 
and archaeological 
importance and their 
settings 

(12.1) Will it protect and enhance buildings, monuments, sites, places, areas and landscapes 
of heritage interest or cultural value (including their setting) meriting consideration in planning 
decisions?  

(12.2) Will it protect and enhance sites, features and areas of archaeological value in both 
urban and rural areas?  

(12.3) Will it enhance accessibility to cultural heritage assets? 

13. To conserve and 
enhance the quality 
and local 
distinctiveness of 
landscapes and 
townscapes 

(13.1) Will it conserve and enhance the AONB?  

(13.2) Will it reduce the amount of derelict, degraded and underused land?  

(13.3) Will it protect and enhance the settlement and its setting within the landscape?  

(13.4) Will it protect and enhance landscape character? 

14. To achieve 
sustainable levels of 
prosperity and 
economic growth 
throughout the plan 
area 

(14.1) Will it improve business development and enhance competitiveness?  

(14.2) Will it improve the resilience of business and the economy?  

(14.3) Will it promote growth in key sectors?  

(14.4) Will it improve economic performance in disadvantaged areas?  

(14.5) Will it encourage rural diversification?  

(14.6) Will it encourage indigenous business?  
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Sustainability 
Objective 

Proposed guide questions to meet objective 

(14.7) Will it encourage inward investment?  

(14.8) Will it make land available for business development?  

(14.9) Is there a range of retail uses, including food stores and smaller affordable shops for 
social enterprises?  

(14.10) Does the proposal include managed and affordable workspace for local businesses? 

15. To revitalise the 
Districts’ town centres 

(15.1) Will it increase the range of employment opportunities, shops and services available in 
town?  

(15.2) Will it decrease the number of vacant units in town centres?  

(15.3) Will it enhance the viability and vitality of the Districts’ centres? 

16. To encourage 
efficient patterns of 
movement and the 
use of sustainable 
methods of travel in 
support of economic 
growth 

(16.1) Will it reduce commuting?  

(16.2) Will it improve accessibility to work by public transport, walking and cycling?  

(16.3) Would it promote the use of sustainable travel modes and reduce dependence on the 
private car?  

(16.4) Will it increase the proportion of freight transported by rail or other sustainable modes? 
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3. The Appraisal of Policies 

3.1 Policies related to Housing 

Local Policies - Housing 

LP01 - Hamlets and Clusters of development in the countryside 
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Significant, Temporal & Secondary Effects 
Table 2: Policy LP01 

Sustainability 
Criteria  

Commentary 
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nency Uncertainty 
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SO1 1.1 By ensuring that the principle of development of infill sites and small 

clusters of housing is acceptable within the settlement boundaries 

of identified hamlets, the Policy can be expected to have some 

degree of positive effect on ensuring access to health facilities, 

where they occur in such settlements. Overall however, effects are 

dependent on the location of development and as such effects are 

identified as uncertain. 

?            ✓ 

1.2 N/A N/A             

1.3 Effects are uncertain dependant on the location and type of 

development. ?            ✓ 

1.4 N/A N/A             

1.5 N/A N/A             

1.6 N/A N/A             
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Sustainability 
Criteria  
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1.7 N/A N/A             

1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 N/A N/A             

1.10 N/A N/A             

1.11 The policy refers to hamlets and clusters of development in the 

countryside.   

Section 2(c) addresses development in the AONBs, stating that 

proposals for new dwellings may be acceptable providing: 

“It would not cause undue harm to the character and appearance of 

the cluster or any harmful visual intrusion into the surrounding 

landscape”.   

Development is to be resisted in sensitive land to protect open and 

natural spaces. Minor positive effects are highlighted to reflect the 

Policy’s stance on retaining existing open and natural spaces. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓   ✓  
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Sustainability 
Criteria  

Commentary 
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1.12 N/A N/A             

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 The policy refers to hamlets and clusters of development in the 

countryside. Section 3 outlines that: 

“The cumulative impact of proposals will be a major consideration 

as development should be proportionate to the location and 

context, having regard to the level of local infrastructure provision.” 

The small scale of development that can be expected will have only 

minor impacts on social infrastructure provision where this is 

relevant to barriers to services. More broadly, the principle of 

development being allowed for infill sites and small clusters ensures 

that poverty related to access to housing can be addressed in the 

Districts’ most deprived rural areas, ensuring minor positive effects.  

+             



 

Page 14 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability  
Appraisal: Annex C 

 

   

 

Sustainability 
Criteria  

Commentary 

Im
pa

ct
  

Temporal Spatial Perma-
nency Uncertainty 

Sh
or

t 

M
ed

iu
m

 

Lo
ng

 

U
rb

an
 

R
ur

al
 

B
ot

h 

St
ra

te
gi

c 

Pe
rm

an
en

t 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 

Lo
w

 

M
ed

iu
m

 

H
ig

h 

3.2 N/A N/A             

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 The policy does not directly mention Lifetime Homes. This is 

covered within other Policies of the Plan.  0             

SO4 4.1 The policy refers to hamlets and clusters of development in the 

countryside.   

The policy does not explicitly address meeting housing 

requirements, and no allocations exist within the Plan in Hamlets or 

the Countryside as defined. Despite this, the Plan acknowledges 

that Hamlets can accommodate some small level housing 

development, such as infill development. The Plan ensures that 

part of Policy SP01’s buffer of 20% can be met through small infill 

development. Policy LP01 supports this by setting out the ‘in-

principle’ requirements of such development through a criteria-

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓    ✓ 
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Sustainability 
Criteria  
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based Policy. This will have minor positive effects on this criterion.  

4.2 The policy refers to hamlets and clusters of development in the 

countryside.   

There is no direct mention of providing affordable or socially rented 

homes within this policy; however rural exception Policy is included 

within the Plan.  Due to the promotion of smaller-scale development 

within Hamlets, affordable housing thresholds do not apply at the 

smaller-scale and there will be no effect as a result.  

0             

4.3 The policy refers to hamlets and clusters of development in the 

countryside.   

There is no direct mention of providing affordable or socially rented 

homes within this policy; however rural exception Policy is included 

within the Plan.  Due to the promotion of smaller-scale development 

within Hamlets, affordable housing thresholds do not apply at the 

smaller-scale and there will be no effect as a result. 

0             

4.4 The policy refers to hamlets and clusters of development in the 0             
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countryside.   

The policy is not relevant to the existing housing stock. This is more 

appropriately addressed in separate DM Policy. 

4.5 The policy refers to hamlets and clusters of development in the 

countryside.   

The policy does not address independent living. This more 

appropriately addressed in separate DM Policy. 

0             

4.6 The policy refers to hamlets and clusters of development in the 

countryside.   

The policy does not address housing needs for older people. This 

more appropriately addressed in separate DM Policy. 

0             

SO5 5.1 N/A N/A             

5.2 N/A N/A             
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5.3 N/A N/A             

5.4 N/A N/A             

5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 N/A N/A             

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 N/A N/A             

SO6 6.1 N/A N/A             

6.2 N/A N/A             

6.3 N/A N/A             

6.4 N/A N/A             
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SO7 7.1 The policy refers to hamlets and clusters of development in the 

countryside.   

Section 3 highlights that “Proposals which would consolidate 

sporadic or ribbon development or the infilling of large gaps or 

extending edges, will be resisted”. This helps minimise the loss of 

countryside land to development.  

Sections 2(c) and 2(d) outline that development will not intrude into 

the landscape and particular care will be exercised in development 

near/ in AONB and other designated land. 

The policy sets out how best to mitigate and minimise any potential 

loss of countryside land. This ensures positive effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓ ✓  

7.2 The policy refers to hamlets and clusters of development in the 

countryside.   

Agricultural land is not mentioned in the policy however Section 1 

states “within the settlement boundary of identified hamlets, the 

principle of development is acceptable”, therefore mitigating loss of 

Greenfield land in the first instance. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓    ✓ 



 

Page 19 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability  
Appraisal: Annex C 

 

   

 

Sustainability 
Criteria  

Commentary 

Im
pa

ct
  

Temporal Spatial Perma-
nency Uncertainty 

Sh
or

t 

M
ed

iu
m

 

Lo
ng

 

U
rb

an
 

R
ur

al
 

B
ot

h 

St
ra

te
gi

c 

Pe
rm

an
en

t 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 

Lo
w

 

M
ed

iu
m

 

H
ig

h 

7.3 N/A N/A             

7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 All housing related policies that regard new provision can be 

expected to have a small negative effect on waste generated per 

household. Effects are highlighted as uncertain for this Policy in 

isolation; however the wider Plan policies seek to ensure waste 

generation is minimised. 

?          ✓   

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 All housing related policies that regard new provision can be 

expected to have a small negative effect on waste generated per 

household. Effects are highlighted as uncertain for this Policy in 

isolation; however the wider Plan policies seek to ensure waste 

generation is minimised. 

?          ✓   
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8.4 N/A N/A             

SO9 9.1 Regarding transport emissions, the Policy in supporting some small 

scale rural development may have a degree of negative effect. 

Hamlets and the Countryside are less well served in regards to 

local services and public transport, and so this may increase private 

vehicle use. Effects are identified as uncertain as they will depend 

on specific locations within the Plan area. 

?            ✓ 

9.2 N/A N/A             

9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 N/A N/A             

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             

10.2 N/A N/A             
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10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 N/A N/A             

10.5 N/A N/A             

10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 The policy refers to hamlets and clusters of development in the 

countryside.   

There is no link to the policy sustainable urban drainage techniques 

due to the smaller-scale nature of development within identified 

hamlets and section 2(b) which supports this: 

“The scale of development consists of infilling by one dwelling or a 

pair of semi-detached dwellings within a continuous built up 

frontage”. 

Therefore, there can be expected to be limited opportunity to 

provide SuDS and no effect has been highlighted as a result.  

0             
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SO11 11.1 There will be no effect resulting from the Policy, due to Section 2(d) 

of the Policy that outlines that “particular care will be exercised in 

sensitive locations such as conservation areas and the Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty and any other designated land”. This 

includes Habitats Sites.  

0             

11.2 There will be no effect resulting from the Policy, due to Section 2(d) 

of the Policy that outlines that “particular care will be exercised in 

sensitive locations such as conservation areas and the Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty and any other designated land”. This 

includes nature conservation sites.  

0             

11.3 There will be no effect resulting from the Policy, due to Section 2(d) 

of the Policy that outlines that “particular care will be exercised in 

sensitive locations such as conservation areas and the Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty and any other designated land”. This 

includes nature conservation sites.  

0             

11.4 N/A N/A             
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11.5 N/A N/A             

11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             

11.8 N/A N/A             

11.9 N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 The policy refers to hamlets and clusters of development in the 

countryside.   

Section 2(d) outlines that “particular care will be exercised in 

sensitive locations such as conservation areas and the Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty and any other designated land”.  

This is consistent with a desire to protect buildings, monuments, 

sites, places, areas and landscapes of heritage interest or cultural 

value (including their setting) meriting consideration in planning 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   
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decisions. 

12.2 N/A N/A             

12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 The policy refers to hamlets and clusters of development in the 

countryside.   

Section 2(d) outlines the need for development to help conserve 

and enhance the AONBs as “particular care will be exercised in 

sensitive locations such as conservation areas and the Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty and any other designated land”. The 

policy seeks to conserve the AONBs, without development causing 

any undue harm. There will be positive effects as a result. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓   ✓  

13.2 The policy refers to hamlets and clusters of development in the 

countryside.   

Section 1 states that development within the settlement boundary of 

a hamlet is permitted, which includes a focus on brownfield land, 

resulting in the reduction of derelict, degraded or underused land. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓   ✓  
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Impacts are minimal however due to the small scale of 

development proposals. There will be positive effects as a result. 

13.3 The policy refers to hamlets and clusters of development in the 

countryside.   

Section 1 states that “within the settlement boundary of identified 

hamlets the principle of development is acceptable”. 

Section 2 (a) outlines that dwellings located within small clusters of 

housing may be acceptable where it would not harm the character 

of the surroundings.  

Section 2 (c) outlines that development may be acceptable if it will 

not cause undue harm to the character and appearance of the 

surrounding landscape.  There will be positive effects as a result. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

13.3 The policy refers to hamlets and clusters of development in the 

countryside.   

Section 2(c) explicitly states that development may be permitted if 

“it would not cause undue harm to the character and appearance of 

the cluster or any harmful visual intrusion into the surrounding 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   
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landscape”. This will ensure positive effects on this SA Criterion. 

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 N/A N/A             

14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 N/A N/A             

14.5 N/A N/A             

14.6 N/A N/A             

14.7 N/A N/A             

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             
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14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 Regarding out commuting, the Policy in supporting some small 

scale rural development may have a degree of negative effect. 

Hamlets and the Countryside are less well served in regards to 

local jobs and public transport, and so this may increase private 

vehicle use. Effects are identified as uncertain as they will depend 

on specific locations within the Plan area. 

?            ✓ 

16.2 Regarding public transport, walking and cycling, the Policy in 

supporting some small scale rural development may have a degree 

of negative effect. Hamlets and the Countryside are less well 

served in regards to local services and public transport, and so this 

may increase private vehicle use. Effects are identified as uncertain 

?             
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as they will depend on specific locations within the Plan area. 

16.3 Regarding public transport, walking and cycling, the Policy in 

supporting some small scale rural development may have a degree 

of negative effect. Hamlets and the Countryside are less well 

served in regards to local services and public transport, and so this 

may increase private vehicle use. Effects are identified as uncertain 

as they will depend on specific locations within the Plan area. 

?             

16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

No mitigation measures or recommendations are proposed at this stage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 30 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability  
Appraisal: Annex C 

 

   

 

LP02 - Residential Annexes 

 



 

Page 31 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability  
Appraisal: Annex C 

 

   

 

Significant, Temporal & Secondary Effects 
Table 3: Policy LP02 
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SO1 1.1 N/A N/A             

1.2 N/A N/A             

1.3 The policy refers to the development of residential annexes, 

designed to be used as an ancillary and subordinate part to the 

main dwelling. This can include meeting the needs of an ageing 

population by allowing residential annexes to meet these needs.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

1.4 N/A N/A             

1.5 N/A N/A             

1.6 N/A N/A             

1.7 N/A N/A             

1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 N/A N/A             

1.10 N/A N/A             
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1.11 N/A N/A             

1.12 N/A N/A             

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 The policy refers to the development of residential annexes, 

designed to be used as an ancillary and subordinate part to the 

main dwelling. This can ensure that the needs of families can be 

met in response to changing situations, and can address some 

definitions of poverty.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

3.2 N/A N/A             

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 The policy does not directly mention Lifetime Homes. This is 

covered within other Policies of the Plan. 0             
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SO4 4.1 The policy refers to the development of residential annexes, 

designed to be used as an ancillary and subordinate part to the 

main dwelling.    

Section 1 outlines that annexes are to be used as an ancillary and 

subordinate to the main dwelling, providing additional residential 

space to the main dwelling.  

Meeting housing requirements of the whole community is restricted 

however, the option for the elderly to live with family in these 

annexes can reduce pressure on the delivery of specialist housing. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓    ✓ 

4.2 The policy refers to the development of residential annexes, 

designed to be used as an ancillary and subordinate part to the 

main dwelling. This can ensure that the needs of families can be 

met in response to changing situations, including upsizing, and can 

address homelessness such as concealed households.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

4.3 The policy refers to the development of residential annexes, 

designed to be used as an ancillary and subordinate part to the 

main dwelling.    
+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓    ✓ 
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Section 1 outlines that annexes are to be used as an ancillary and 

subordinate to the main dwelling, providing additional residential 

space to the main dwelling.  

Meeting housing requirements of the whole community is restricted 

however, the option for the elderly to live with family in these 

annexes can reduce pressure on the delivery of specialist housing. 

4.4 N/A N/A             

4.5 The policy refers to the development of residential annexes, 

designed to be used as an ancillary and subordinate part to the 

main dwelling. This can include meeting the needs of an ageing 

population by allowing residential annexes to meet these needs. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

4.6 The policy refers to the development of residential annexes, 

designed to be used as an ancillary and subordinate part to the 

main dwelling. This can include meeting the needs of an ageing 

population by allowing residential annexes to meet these needs.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

SO5 5.1 N/A N/A             

5.2 N/A N/A             
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5.3 N/A N/A             

5.4 N/A N/A             

5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 N/A N/A             

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 N/A N/A             

SO6 6.1 N/A N/A             

6.2 N/A N/A             

6.3 N/A N/A             

6.4 N/A N/A             

SO7 7.1 N/A N/A             

7.2 N/A N/A             

7.3 N/A N/A             

7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             
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SO8 8.1 All housing related policies that regard new provision can be 
expected to have a small negative effect on waste generated per 
household. Effects are highlighted as uncertain for this Policy in 
isolation; however the wider Plan policies seek to ensure waste 
generation is minimised. 

?          ✓   

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 All housing related policies that regard new provision can be 
expected to have a small negative effect on waste generated per 
household. Effects are highlighted as uncertain for this Policy in 
isolation; however the wider Plan policies seek to ensure waste 
generation is minimised. 

?          ✓   

8.4 N/A N/A             

SO9 9.1 The effects of the Policy on this criterion are unknown and 
dependant on specific proposals and adherence to other Plan 
policies. 

?            ✓ 

9.2 N/A N/A             

9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 The effects of the Policy on this criterion are unknown and 
dependant on specific proposals and adherence to other Plan 
policies. 

?            ✓ 

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             

10.2 N/A N/A             
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10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 The effects of the Policy on this criterion are unknown and 
dependant on specific proposals and adherence to other Plan 
policies. 

?            ✓ 

10.5 The effects of the Policy on this criterion are unknown and 
dependant on specific proposals and adherence to other Plan 
policies. 

?            ✓ 

10.6 The effects of the Policy on this criterion are unknown and 
dependant on specific proposals and adherence to other Plan 
policies. 

?            ✓ 

10.7 N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A             

11.2 N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A             

11.4 N/A N/A             

11.5 N/A N/A             

11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             
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11.8 N/A N/A             

11.9 N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 The effects of the Policy on this criterion are unknown and 
dependant on specific proposals and adherence to other Plan 
policies. 

?            ✓ 

12.2 N/A N/A             

12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 N/A N/A             

13.2 N/A N/A             

13.3 N/A N/A             

13.3 N/A N/A             

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 N/A N/A             

14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 N/A N/A             

14.5 N/A N/A             
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14.6 N/A N/A             

14.7 N/A N/A             

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 N/A N/A             

16.2 N/A  N/A             

16.3 N/A N/A             

16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

No mitigation measures or recommendations are proposed at this stage. 
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LP03 - Residential Extensions and Conversions 
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Table 4: Policy LP03 
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SO1 1.1 N/A N/A             

1.2 N/A N/A             

1.3 The policy refers to the development of residential annexes, 

designed to be used as an ancillary and subordinate part to the 

main dwelling. This can include meeting the needs of an ageing 

population by allowing residential extensions and conversions to 

meet these needs.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

1.4 N/A N/A             

1.5 N/A N/A             

1.6 N/A N/A             

1.7 N/A N/A             

1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 N/A N/A             

1.10 N/A N/A             
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1.11 N/A N/A             

1.12 N/A N/A             

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 N/A N/A             

3.2 N/A N/A             

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 The policy does not directly mention Lifetime Homes. This is 
covered within other Policies of the Plan. 0             

SO4 4.1 The policy refers to the development of residential extensions and 

conversions within the curtilage of existing dwellings.    

The policy does not address this criterion directly, however there 

are positive implications surrounding allowing dwellings to expand 

to meet the needs of residents in a way that they can afford. Overall 

0             
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however, there will be no substantive effect on this criterion.  

4.2 The policy refers to residential extensions and conversions. This 

can ensure that the needs of families can be met in response to 

changing situations, including upsizing, and can address 

homelessness such as concealed households.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

4.3 N/A N/A             

4.4 The policy refers to the development of residential extensions and 

conversions within the curtilage of existing dwellings.    

Section 1 (b) outlines the need for development to: 

“Incorporate a good quality design which maintains or enhances the 

character and appearance of the building, street scene and 

surroundings and reflects and respects the relationship of the site 

and its context setting and those of any adjoining properties.” 

Residential conversions may reduce the number of unfit homes in 

so far as they can adapt to reflect individual needs. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓    ✓ 
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4.5 The policy does not explicitly address independent living for 
disabled or older persons however residential extensions and 
conversions may include adaptation to support these needs. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓    ✓ 

4.6 
The policy refers to the development of residential extensions and 
conversions within the curtilage of existing dwellings.    

There is potential for the development of residential extensions/ 
conversions being adapted to support the housing needs of older 
people. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓    ✓ 

SO5 5.1 N/A N/A             

5.2 N/A N/A             

5.3 N/A N/A             

5.4 N/A N/A             

5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 N/A N/A             

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 The policy refers to the development of residential extensions and 

conversions within the curtilage of existing dwellings.    

The policy does not explicitly outline requirements for incorporating 

sustainable design and construction techniques and is largely 

?            ✓ 
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dependent on the fabric of the existing building. There will be 

uncertain effects as a result, where older housing stock may not be 

able to be extended in line with modern techniques. The impact 

would only be apparent when examining a planning application in 

detail.  

SO6 6.1 N/A N/A             

6.2 N/A N/A             

6.3 N/A N/A             

6.4 N/A N/A             

SO7 7.1 N/A N/A             

7.2 N/A N/A             

7.3 N/A N/A             

7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 All housing related policies that regard new provision can be 
expected to have a small negative effect on waste generated per 
household. Effects are highlighted as uncertain for this Policy in 
isolation; however the wider Plan policies seek to ensure waste 

?          ✓   
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generation is minimised. 

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 All housing related policies that regard new provision can be 
expected to have a small negative effect on waste generated per 
household. Effects are highlighted as uncertain for this Policy in 
isolation; however the wider Plan policies seek to ensure waste 
generation is minimised. 

?          ✓   

8.4 The policy refers to the development of residential extensions and 

conversions within the curtilage of existing dwellings.    

The policy does not explicitly outline requirements for incorporating 

sustainable design and construction techniques and is largely 

dependent on the fabric of the existing building. There will be 

uncertain effects as a result, where older housing stock may not be 

able to be extended in line with modern techniques. The impact 

would only be apparent when examining a planning application in 

detail. 

?            ✓ 

SO9 9.1 The effects of the Policy on this criterion are unknown and 
dependant on specific proposals and adherence to other Plan 
policies. 

?            ✓ 

9.2 N/A N/A             
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9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 The effects of the Policy on this criterion are unknown and 
dependant on specific proposals and adherence to other Plan 
policies. 

?            ✓ 

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             

10.2 N/A N/A             

10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 The effects of the Policy on this criterion are unknown and 
dependant on specific proposals and adherence to other Plan 
policies. 

?            ✓ 

10.5 The policy refers to the development of residential extensions and 

conversions within the curtilage of existing dwellings.    

The policy does not explicitly outline requirements for incorporating 

sustainable design and construction techniques and is largely 

dependent on the fabric of the existing building. There will be 

uncertain effects as a result, where older housing stock may not be 

able to be extended in line with modern techniques. The impact 

would only be apparent when examining a planning application in 

detail. 

?            ✓ 
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10.6 The effects of the Policy on this criterion are unknown and 
dependant on specific proposals and adherence to other Plan 
policies. 

?            ✓ 

10.7 The effects of the Policy on this criterion are unknown and 
dependant on specific proposals and adherence to other Plan 
policies. 

?            ✓ 

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A             

11.2 N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A             

11.4 N/A N/A             

11.5 N/A N/A             

11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             

11.8 N/A N/A             

11.9 
The policy refers to the development of residential extensions and 
conversions within the curtilage of existing dwellings.    

Section 1 (e) states that “The proposal would not cause the felling 
of or any damage to any significant trees and hedgerows that 
contribute to the environmental quality and visual amenity benefits 
of the locality.” 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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The policy outlines the need to protect significant trees and 
hedgerows to contribute to environmental quality and visual 
amenity of the locality.  

SO12 12.1 The effects of the Policy on this criterion are unknown and 
dependant on specific proposals and adherence to other Plan 
policies. 

?            ✓ 

12.2 N/A N/A             

12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 N/A N/A             

13.2 N/A N/A             

13.3 Policy criterion 1.c states that the design, size, scale, mass and 
materials of the resultant development must be compatible to the 
area’s character and appearance. There will therefore be positive 
effects resulting from the Policy.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 N/A N/A             

14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 N/A N/A             

14.5 N/A N/A             
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14.6 N/A N/A             

14.7 N/A N/A             

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 N/A N/A             

16.2 N/A N/A             

16.3 N/A N/A             

16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

No mitigation measures or recommendations are proposed at this stage. 
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LP04 - Replacement Dwellings in The Countryside 
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SO1 1.1 Effects are uncertain dependant on the location and type of 
development. ?            ✓ 

1.2 N/A N/A             

1.3 Effects are uncertain dependant on the location and type of 
development. ?            ✓ 

1.4 N/A N/A             

1.5 N/A N/A             

1.6 N/A  N/A             

1.7 N/A N/A             

1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 N/A N/A             

1.10 N/A N/A             

1.11 
The policy refers to the development of replacement dwellings in 
the countryside outside of settlement boundaries.     

The policy addresses the need for confined development through 
Section 1 (c) which states: 

“There must not be any increase in the number of dwellings on the 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓    ✓ 
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site…” 

This ensures that there is no development in open and natural 
spaces.  

1.12 N/A N/A             

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 N/A N/A             

3.2 N/A N/A             

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 The policy does not directly mention Lifetime Homes. This is 
covered within other Policies of the Plan. 0             

SO4 4.1 The policy refers to the development of replacement dwellings in 

the countryside outside of settlement boundaries.     

Due to the nature of the policy addressing replacement dwellings in 

the countryside, the housing needs of the whole community are not 

0             
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met as there is no larger-scale residential development. 

4.2 The policy refers to the development of replacement dwellings in 

the countryside outside of settlement boundaries.     

Due to the nature of the policy addressing replacement dwellings in 

the countryside, there is not a reduction in homelessness through 

this policy.  

0             

4.3 The policy refers to the development of replacement dwellings in 

the countryside outside of settlement boundaries.     

Section 1(c) states that: 

“There must not be any increase in the number of dwellings on the 

site. If the proposal incorporates any increase in dwellings on the 

site refer to the Hamlets and Clusters of development in the 

countryside policy and settlement hierarchy policy.”  

Due to this, a range and mix of housing is not achievable due to the 

small-scale nature of the development. 

0             
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4.4 The policy refers to the development of replacement dwellings in 

the countryside outside of settlement boundaries.     

The conversion of unfit buildings in the countryside has scope to 

provide a reduction in unfit homes.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓    ✓ 

4.5 The policy does not directly mention adaption to support 

independent living. This is covered within other Policies of the Plan. 0             

4.6 The policy does not directly mention meeting housing needs of 

older people This is covered within other Policies of the Plan. 0             

SO5 5.1 N/A N/A             

5.2 N/A N/A             

5.3 N/A N/A             

5.4 N/A N/A             
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5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 N/A N/A             

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 The policy does not directly mention sustainable construction 

techniques. This is covered within other Policies of the Plan. 0             

SO6 6.1 N/A N/A             

6.2 N/A N/A             

6.3 N/A N/A             

6.4 N/A N/A             

SO7 7.1 There will be no notable loss of open countryside, as the Policy 

requires a similar footprint / size to the original dwelling within the 

curtilage of the existing dwelling. There will be positive impacts as a 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓   ✓  
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result. 

7.2 Due to the policy referring to replacement dwellings within the 

curtilage of the existing dwelling, there is no loss of agricultural 

land.  
+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓   ✓  

7.3 Section 1(a) states that “The design, size, scale, mass and 

materials of the resultant development must be compatible to the 

area’s character and appearance and must not be significantly 

different and no more visually intrusive to that of the original 

dwelling to be replaced and must not significantly urbanise the plot 

or property curtilage.” 

The policy refers to the replacement of existing dwellings or 

conversion/erection of ancillary buildings, so that existing land is put 

to use. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓   ✓  

7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             
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SO8 8.1 As the Policy regards replacement dwellings to the same size as 

the original dwelling, there will be no net increase in waste 

generated per household. 
0             

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 As the Policy regards replacement dwellings to the same size as 

the original dwelling, there will be no net increase in waste 

generated per household. 
0             

8.4 The policy refers to the development of replacement dwellings in 

the countryside outside of settlement boundaries.     

The policy does not explicitly outline requirements for incorporating 

sustainable design and construction techniques, dependent on the 

type of development. The impact would only be apparent when 

examining a planning application in detail. 

?            ✓ 

SO9 9.1 As the Policy regards replacement dwellings to the same size as 

the original dwelling, there will be no net increase in emissions per 
0             
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household. 

9.2 N/A N/A             

9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 The policy does not directly mention sustainable construction 

techniques. This is covered within other Policies of the Plan. 0             

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             

10.2 N/A N/A             

10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 N/A N/A             

10.5 The policy does not directly mention sustainable construction 

techniques. This is covered within other Policies of the Plan. 0             
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10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A             

11.2 N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A             

11.4 N/A N/A             

11.5 N/A N/A             

11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             

11.8 N/A N/A             
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11.9 N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 The policy refers to the development of replacement dwellings in 

the countryside outside of settlement boundaries.     

Section 1 (b) states that “the existing dwelling must not be a listed 

building or a building of historic or architectural importance and 

merit or a non-designated heritage asset”. This protects buildings of 

heritage and cultural value. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

12.2 N/A N/A             

12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 N/A N/A             

13.2 The policy refers to the development of replacement dwellings in 

the countryside outside of settlement boundaries.     

The policy addresses the replacement of dwellings in the 

countryside, where dwellings may be derelict, degraded and/or 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓   ✓  
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underused before development.  

13.3 The Policy ensures that regarding replacement dwellings the 

design, size, scale, mass and materials of the resultant 

development must be compatible to the area’s character and 

appearance. The effects on landscape are therefore identified as 

positive. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 N/A N/A             

14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 N/A N/A             

14.5 N/A N/A             

14.6 N/A N/A             
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14.7 N/A N/A             

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 N/A N/A             

16.2 N/A N/A             

16.3 N/A N/A             
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16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

No proposed mitigation measures are recommended for this Policy.
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LP05 - Replacement Dwellings and Additional Dwellings on Sub-Divided 
Plots Within Settlement Boundaries 
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Significant, Temporal & Secondary Effects 
Table 6: Policy LP05 
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SO1 1.1 Effects are uncertain dependant on the location and type of 
development. ?            ✓ 

1.2 N/A N/A             

1.3 Effects are uncertain dependant on the location and type of 
development. ?            ✓ 

1.4 N/A N/A             

1.5 N/A N/A             

1.6 N/A  N/A             

1.7 N/A N/A             

1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 N/A N/A             

1.10 N/A N/A             

1.11 N/A N/A             

1.12 N/A N/A             
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SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 Replacement dwellings within settlement boundaries can improve 
the housing stock and therefore address poverty. + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓    ✓ 

3.2 N/A N/A             

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 The policy does not directly mention Lifetime Homes. This is 
covered within other Policies of the Plan. 0             

SO4 4.1 The policy refers to the development of replacement dwellings and 

additional dwellings on sub-divided plots within settlement 

boundaries.     

Due to the nature of the policy addressing replacement dwellings in 

the countryside, the housing needs of the whole community could 

not be met as there is no larger-scale residential development. 

0             
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4.2 The policy refers to the development of replacement dwellings and 

additional dwellings on sub-divided plots within settlement 

boundaries.     

Due to the nature of the policy addressing replacement dwellings in 

the countryside, there is not a reduction in homelessness through 

this policy. 

0             

4.3 The policy refers to the development of replacement dwellings and 

additional dwellings on sub-divided plots within settlement 

boundaries.     

Due to the policy addressing replacement dwellings and additional 

dwellings on sub-divided plots within settlement boundaries, 

thresholds for affordable housing would not be met. 

0             

4.4 The policy refers to the development of replacement dwellings and 

additional dwellings on sub-divided plots within settlement 

boundaries.     

The policy does not explicitly address unfit homes however section 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓    ✓ 
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1 (a) outlines the need for  

“good quality design that maintains and enhances the character 

and appearance of existing buildings, street scene and surrounding 

context”. 

This provides scope for development to provide homes to a higher 

standard alongside Section 1 (e) which outlines the need for 

“adequate levels of amenity with reasonable access to light, 

privacy, free from unacceptable noise, odour, smoke, dust, light or 

any other pollutants”. There will be positive effects on providing 

additional housing development within existing settlement 

boundaries on brownfield land. 

4.5 The policy does not directly mention adaption to support 

independent living. This is covered within other Policies of the Plan. 0             

4.6 The policy does not directly mention meeting housing needs of 

older people This is covered within other Policies of the Plan. 0             
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SO5 5.1 N/A N/A             

5.2 N/A N/A             

5.3 N/A N/A             

5.4 N/A N/A             

5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 N/A N/A             

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 The policy refers to the development of replacement dwellings and 

additional dwellings on sub-divided plots within settlement 

boundaries.     

The policy does not explicitly outline requirements for incorporating 

sustainable design and construction techniques, dependent on the 

?            ✓ 
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type of development. The impact would only be apparent when 

examining a planning application in detail. 

SO6 6.1 The Policy states proposal must provide and maintain (in criterion 

1.d): adequate levels of amenity with reasonable access to light, 

privacy, free from unacceptable noise, odour, smoke, dust, light or 

any other pollutants. There will therefore be positive effects on this 

criterion. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓    ✓ 

6.2 The Policy states proposal must provide and maintain (in criterion 

1.d): adequate levels of amenity with reasonable access to light, 

privacy, free from unacceptable noise, odour, smoke, dust, light or 

any other pollutants. There will therefore be positive effects on this 

criterion. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓    ✓ 

6.3 The Policy states proposal must provide and maintain (in criterion 

1.d): adequate levels of amenity with reasonable access to light, 

privacy, free from unacceptable noise, odour, smoke, dust, light or 

any other pollutants. There will therefore be positive effects on this 

criterion. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓    ✓ 
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6.4 N/A N/A             

SO7 7.1 The Policy actively supports development in the settlement 

boundary – therefore minimising the loss of the countryside within 

the Plan area and ensuring minor positive effects. 
+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

7.2 The Policy actively supports development in the settlement 

boundary – therefore minimising the loss of agricultural land within 

the Plan area and ensuring minor positive effects. 
+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

7.3 The Policy supports replacement and development of land within 

curtilage of existing dwelling, ensuring positive effects in regard to 

the efficient use of land. 
+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 Replacement dwellings will have a neutral effect on waste 

generated per household; however additional dwellings can be 
?           ✓  
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expected to have a minor negative effect. Overall, the policy has 

been assessed as having uncertain impacts as a result. 

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 Replacement dwellings will have a neutral effect on waste 

generated per household; however additional dwellings can be 

expected to have a minor negative effect. Overall, the policy has 

been assessed as having uncertain impacts as a result. 

?           ✓  

8.4 N/A N/A             

SO9 9.1 N/A N/A             

9.2 N/A N/A             

9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 N/A N/A             
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SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             

10.2 N/A N/A             

10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 N/A N/A             

10.5 N/A N/A             

10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A             

11.2 N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A             
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11.4 N/A N/A             

11.5 N/A N/A             

11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             

11.8 N/A N/A             

11.9 N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 The policy refers to the development of replacement dwellings and 

additional dwellings on sub-divided plots within settlement 

boundaries.     

Within many of the settlements within the Plan area, there are listed 

buildings associated with historic cores. Replacement dwellings can 

have an effect on these, and their settings in the vicinity of 

proposals. Although specific policy exists regarding the historic 

environment within the Plan, uncertain effects are highlighted here. 

?           ✓  
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The impact would only be apparent when examining a planning 

application in detail. 

12.2 N/A N/A             

12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 N/A N/A             

13.2 The policy refers to the development of replacement dwellings and 

additional dwellings on sub-divided plots within settlement 

boundaries.     

The policy addresses the replacement of dwellings and sub division 

of plots within settlement boundaries. Where dwellings may be 

derelict, degraded and/or underused before development, there are 

likely to be positive effects subject to the criteria of the policy.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓   ✓  

13.3 N/A N/A             
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SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 N/A N/A             

14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 N/A N/A             

14.5 N/A N/A             

14.6 N/A N/A             

14.7 N/A N/A             

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             
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SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 Within settlement boundaries, development can be expected to be 

in close proximity to services, jobs and facilities. This maximises the 

potential for walking and cycling (and public transport) as viable 

forms of transportation and can reduce out-commuting. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓   ✓  

16.2 Within settlement boundaries, development can be expected to be 

in close proximity to services, jobs and facilities. This maximises the 

potential for walking and cycling (and public transport) as viable 

forms of transportation. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓   ✓  

16.3 Within settlement boundaries, development can be expected to be 

in close proximity to services, jobs and facilities. This maximises the 

potential for walking and cycling (and public transport) as viable 

forms of transportation. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓   ✓  
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16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

It is recommended that reference to the historic environment and the possibility of harm through the 
design of replacement dwellings is specifically mentioned within the Policy. 
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LP06 - Supported and Special Needs Housing 
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Table 7: Policy LP06 
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SO1 1.1 The Policy ensures that new facilities are within well located areas 

and connected to urban areas or main core villages that have 

sufficient access to local services and facilities (particularly health 

services) and public transport for long-term sustainability. This will 

ensure positive effects in regard to improving access to health 

facilities. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

1.2 N/A N/A             

1.3 The policy refers to the provision of supported and special needs 

housing with adequate private amenity and utility space.      

The policy explicitly addresses the need to provide housing for 

supported and special needs housing.  

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

1.4 N/A N/A             

1.5 N/A N/A             
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1.6 N/A N/A             

1.7 N/A N/A             

1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 N/A N/A             

1.10 N/A N/A             

1.11 N/A N/A             

1.12 N/A N/A             

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             
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SO3 3.1 N/A N/A             

3.2 N/A N/A             

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 The policy refers to the provision of supported and special needs 

housing with adequate private amenity and utility space.      

Section 2(c) addresses the accommodation for the development of 

bungalows (if appropriate for the scheme). These could potentially 

be adapted to serve as Lifetime Homes and so positive effects are 

highlighted. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

SO4 4.1 The policy refers to the provision of supported and special needs 

housing with adequate private amenity and utility space.      

The policy refers to supported and special needs housing and 

therefore the housing requirements for certain sections of the 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  
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community are met  

Section 3 refers to housing type and mix that may meet housing 

requirements for whole community. 

4.2 The policy refers to the provision of supported and special needs 

housing with adequate private amenity and utility space.      

Section 2 sets out the requirements for housing scheme 

compositions that may help reduce the risk of homelessness 

through the provision of affordable housing.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

4.3 The policy refers to the provision of supported and special needs 

housing with adequate private amenity and utility space.      

The policy addresses the provision of a range and mix of housing 

including affordable and specialist housing.  

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

4.4 The policy refers to the provision of supported and special needs 

housing with adequate private amenity and utility space.      

The provision of supported and special needs housing will 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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accommodate those who need this requirement and so reducing 

unfit homes for this section of the population. 

4.5 The policy refers to the provision of supported and special needs 

housing with adequate private amenity and utility space.      

The policy is to supply housing for supported and special needs 

housing. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

4.6 The policy refers to the provision of supported and special needs 

housing with adequate private amenity and utility space.      

The policy provides homes for supported and special needs which 

may overlap with the requirements of the elderly. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

SO5 5.1 N/A N/A             

5.2 N/A N/A             

5.3 N/A N/A             
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5.4 N/A N/A             

5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 N/A N/A             

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 The policy does not directly mention sustainable construction 

techniques. This is covered within other Policies of the Plan. 0             

SO6 6.1 N/A N/A             

6.2 N/A N/A             

6.3 N/A N/A             

6.4 The policy refers to the provision of supported and special needs 

housing with adequate private amenity and utility space.      
?            ✓ 
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The policy does not explicitly outline requirements for incorporating 

sustainable design and construction techniques, dependent on the 

type of development. The impact would only be apparent when 

examining a planning application in detail. 

SO7 7.1 N/A N/A             

7.2 N/A N/A             

7.3 N/A N/A             

7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 As the Policy regards replacement dwellings to the same size as 

the original dwelling, there will be no net increase in waste 

generated per household. 
0             

8.2 N/A N/A             
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8.3 As the Policy regards replacement dwellings to the same size as 

the original dwelling, there will be no net increase in waste 

generated per household. 
0             

8.4 The policy refers to the development of replacement dwellings in 

the countryside outside of settlement boundaries.     

The policy does not explicitly outline requirements for incorporating 

sustainable design and construction techniques, dependent on the 

type of development. The impact would only be apparent when 

examining a planning application in detail. 

?            ✓ 

SO9 9.1 As the Policy regards replacement dwellings to the same size as 

the original dwelling, there will be no net increase in emissions per 

household. 
0             

9.2 N/A N/A             

9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 The policy does not directly mention sustainable construction 0             
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techniques. This is covered within other Policies of the Plan. 

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             

10.2 N/A N/A             

10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 N/A N/A             

10.5 The policy does not directly mention sustainable construction 

techniques. This is covered within other Policies of the Plan. 0             

10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A             
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11.2 N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A             

11.4 N/A N/A             

11.5 N/A N/A             

11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             

11.8 N/A N/A             

11.9 N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 N/A N/A             

12.2 N/A N/A             
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12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 N/A N/A             

13.2 N/A N/A             

13.3 There will be positive impacts on protecting landscapes, through 

Policy criterion 1e, which ensures that new facilities are designed 

and sited to respect, maintain and enhance landscape 

characteristics. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 N/A N/A             

14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 N/A N/A             
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14.5 N/A N/A             

14.6 N/A N/A             

14.7 N/A N/A             

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 N/A N/A             
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16.2 Policy criterion 1.b ensures that new facilities must be within well 

located areas and connected to urban areas or main core villages 

that have sufficient access to local services and facilities 

(particularly health services) and public transport for long-term 

sustainability. This indirectly supports sustainable travel uptake, 

and thus positive effects are highlighted.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

16.3 Policy criterion 1.b ensures that new facilities must be within well 

located areas and connected to urban areas or main core villages 

that have sufficient access to local services and facilities 

(particularly health services) and public transport for long-term 

sustainability. This indirectly supports sustainable travel uptake, 

and thus positive effects are highlighted.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

No proposed mitigation measures are recommended at this stage. 
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SO1 1.1 The policy outlines requirements for affordable housing 

provisions – access to housing is a determinant on health and 

so there may be some degree of indirect positive effect. This 

can be expected of the Policy and the alternative. Effects are 

overall uncertain however to reflect there being no need for any 

locational criteria within the Policy, and effects only being 

identifiable at the site level.  

? ?           ✓  

1.2 The policy refers to the provision of affordable housing within 

developments of ten or more units or sites of 0.5ha or more.       

The policy outlines requirements for affordable housing 

provisions – access to housing is a determinant on health and 

so there may be some degree of indirect positive effect. This 

can be expected of the Policy and the alternative. 

+ + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

1.3 There can be expected to be a degree positive effect regarding 

special needs and an ageing population where affordable 

housing can meet the needs of a wide variety of demographics. 

+ + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  
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This can be expected of the Policy and the alternative. 

1.4 N/A N/A N/A             

1.5 N/A N/A N/A             

1.6 N/A N/A N/A             

1.7 N/A N/A N/A             

1.8 N/A N/A N/A             

1.9 N/A N/A N/A             

1.10 N/A N/A N/A             

1.11 N/A N/A N/A             

1.12 N/A N/A N/A             
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SO2 2.1 N/A N/A N/A             

2.2 N/A N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 There will be positive effects on ensuring that poverty, in 

regards to barriers to housing, is addressed through the 

affordable housing Policy. Effects can be expected to be 

realised in both urban and rural areas where the Policy includes 

a common threshold across the Plan area. For this reason, 

impacts are not considered to be as strong for the alternative 

approach.  

++ + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

3.2 N/A N/A N/A             

3.3 N/A N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A N/A             

3.5 The policy does not directly mention Lifetime Homes. This is 0 0             
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covered within other Policies of the Plan. 

SO4 4.1 The policy refers to the provision of affordable housing within 

developments of ten or more units or sites of 0.5ha or more.       

The affordable housing requirement of 35% helps meet the 

needs of the whole community, with affordable housing 

expected to be made on site. The Policy will ensure significant 

positive effects, and is flexible to both off-site provision (through 

commuted sums if necessary) and allowing an element of 

market housing on rural exception sites to ensure viability. The 

alternative approach is considered more restrictive to rural 

housing delivery options, both market and affordable where it 

provides less certainty surrounding deliverability. Minor positive 

effects have been highlighted for the alternative approach 

where it can be expected that some affordable housing could 

come forward in rural areas, but potentially less than that of the 

Policy approach where viability is less of a consideration. 

++ + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   

4.2 The policy refers to the provision of affordable housing within 

developments of ten or more units or sites of 0.5ha or more.       

The 35% affordable housing delivery requirement enables 

+ ? ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  
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homes to be more accessible to a range of demographics. This 

can reduce some categories of homelessness, particularly in 

rural areas where access to housing at a range of affordability is 

not always delivered by the market. The Policy approach will 

have positive effects in this regard, and uncertain effects are 

highlighted for the alternative approach where there is less 

certainty surrounding deliverability. The alternative approach 

does not factor in the viability of proposals to the necessary 

degree, which could see less affordable units delivered in rural 

areas.  

4.3 The policy refers to the provision of affordable housing within 

developments of ten or more units or sites of 0.5ha or more.       

The affordable housing requirement of 35% helps meet the 

needs of the whole community, with affordable housing 

expected to be made on site. The Policy will ensure significant 

positive effects, and is flexible to both off-site provision (through 

commuted sums if necessary) and allowing an element of 

market housing on rural exception sites to ensure viability. The 

alternative approach is considered more restrictive to rural 

housing delivery options, both market and affordable where it 

provides less certainty surrounding deliverability. Minor positive 

++ + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   
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effects have been highlighted for the alternative approach 

where it can be expected that some affordable housing could 

come forward in rural areas, but potentially less than that of the 

Policy approach where viability is less of a consideration. 

4.4 N/A N/A N/A             

4.5 The policy does not directly mention homes that can be adapted 

to support independent living. This is covered within other 

Policies of the Plan. 
0 0             

4.6 The policy does not directly mention the needs of older people. 

This is covered within other Policies of the Plan. 0 0             

SO5 5.1 N/A N/A N/A             

5.2 N/A N/A N/A             

5.3 N/A N/A N/A             
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5.4 N/A N/A N/A             

5.5 N/A N/A N/A             

5.6 N/A N/A N/A             

5.7 N/A N/A N/A             

5.8 N/A N/A N/A             

SO6 6.1 N/A N/A N/A             

6.2 N/A N/A N/A             

6.3 N/A N/A N/A             

6.4 N/A N/A N/A             

SO7 7.1 The Policy is considered to have no effect on ensuring the loss 

of open countryside specifically or directly. More widely however 
? ?           ✓  
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and in so far as new housing delivery can be expected to be on 

greenfield land (including the incorporation of affordable 

housing within new developments), effects are unavoidably 

negative. Uncertain effects are therefore identified for the Policy 

overall, however it should be noted that the alternative of not 

including reference of rural exception sites may ensure slightly 

more positive effects on this criterion. 

7.2 The Policy is considered to have no effect on ensuring the loss 

of agricultural land specifically or directly. More widely however 

and in so far as new housing delivery can be expected to be on 

greenfield land (including the incorporation of affordable 

housing within new developments), effects are unavoidably 

negative. Uncertain effects are therefore identified for the Policy 

overall, however it should be noted that the alternative of not 

including reference of rural exception sites may ensure slightly 

more positive effects on this criterion. 

? ?           ✓  

7.3 N/A N/A N/A             

7.4 N/A N/A N/A             
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7.5 N/A N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 All housing related policies that regard new provision can be 

expected to have a small negative effect on waste generated 

per household. Effects are highlighted as uncertain for this 

Policy and the alternative in isolation; however the wider Plan 

policies seek to ensure waste generation is minimised. 

? ?         ✓    

8.2 N/A N/A N/A             

8.3 All housing related policies that regard new provision can be 

expected to have a small negative effect on waste generated 

per household. Effects are highlighted as uncertain for this 

Policy and the alternative in isolation; however the wider Plan 

policies seek to ensure waste generation is minimised. 

? ?         ✓    

8.4 The policy refers to the development of residential extensions 

and conversions within the curtilage of existing dwellings.    

The policy does not explicitly outline requirements for 

incorporating sustainable design and construction techniques 

and is largely dependent on the fabric of the existing building. 

? ?           ✓  
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There will be uncertain effects as a result. The impact would 

only be apparent when examining a planning application in 

detail. 

SO9 9.1 The effects of the Policy on this criterion are unknown and 

dependant on specific proposals and adherence to other Plan 

policies. 
? ?           ✓  

9.2 N/A N/A N/A             

9.3 N/A N/A N/A             

9.4 The effects of the Policy on this criterion are unknown and 

dependant on specific proposals and adherence to other Plan 

policies. 
? ?           ✓  

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A N/A             

10.2 N/A N/A N/A             
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10.3 N/A N/A N/A             

10.4 N/A N/A N/A             

10.5 The policy does not directly mention sustainable construction 

techniques. This is covered within other Policies of the Plan. 0 0             

10.6 N/A N/A N/A             

10.7 N/A N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A N/A             

11.2 N/A N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A N/A             

11.4 N/A N/A N/A             
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11.5 N/A N/A N/A             

11.6 N/A N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A N/A             

11.8 N/A N/A N/A             

11.9 N/A N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 N/A N/A N/A             

12.2 N/A N/A N/A             

12.3 N/A N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 N/A N/A N/A             

13.2 N/A N/A N/A             
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13.3 N/A N/A N/A             

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A N/A             

14.2 N/A N/A N/A             

14.3 N/A N/A N/A             

14.4 N/A N/A N/A             

14.5 N/A N/A N/A             

14.6 N/A N/A N/A             

14.7 N/A N/A N/A             

14.8 N/A N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A N/A             
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14.10 N/A N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 The policy outlines requirements for affordable housing 

provisions. Effects are overall uncertain however to reflect there 

being no need for any locational criteria within the Policy, and 

effects only being identifiable at the site level.  

? ?           ✓  

16.2 The policy outlines requirements for affordable housing 

provisions. Effects are overall uncertain however to reflect there 

being no need for any locational criteria within the Policy, and 

effects only being identifiable at the site level.  

? ?           ✓  

16.3 The policy outlines requirements for affordable housing 

provisions. Effects are overall uncertain however to reflect there 

being no need for any locational criteria within the Policy, and 

? ?           ✓  
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effects only being identifiable at the site level.  

16.4 N/A N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

No mitigation measures or recommendations are proposed at this stage. 
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LP08 - Provision for Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople



 

Page 117 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability  
Appraisal: Annex C 

 

   

 

Significant, Temporal & Secondary Effects 
Table 9: Policy LP08 
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SO1 1.1 There will be positive effects on this criterion, as the Policy seeks to 

ensure that Gypsy and Traveller accommodation is well related to 

local services and facilities (particularly medical services and 

schools), preferably by means other than the private car. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

1.2 There will be positive effects on this criterion, as the Policy seeks to 

ensure that Gypsy and Traveller accommodation is well related to 

local services and facilities (particularly medical services and 

schools), preferably by means other than the private car. This 

ensures walking and cycling as viable methods of transportation to 

ensure healthy lifestyles. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

1.3 N/A N/A             

1.4 N/A N/A             

1.5 N/A N/A             
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1.6 There will be positive effects on this criterion, as the Policy seeks to 

ensure that Gypsy and Traveller accommodation is well related to 

local services and facilities (particularly medical services and 

schools), preferably by means other than the private car. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

1.7 There will be positive effects on this criterion, as the Policy seeks to 

ensure that Gypsy and Traveller accommodation is well related to 

local services and facilities (particularly medical services and 

schools), preferably by means other than the private car. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 N/A N/A             

1.10 N/A N/A             

1.11 N/A N/A             

1.12 N/A N/A             
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SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 As sites have not been allocated, and the Plan takes a locational 

criteria-based approach to ensuring needs are met, there will be 

uncertain effects regarding reducing poverty and social exclusion. 

Effects are dependent on the location of any development. 

?            ✓ 

3.2 N/A N/A             

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 The policy refers to the provision for Gypsy and Traveller and 

Travelling Showpeople pitches and plots.        0             
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Due to the nature of accommodation, Lifetime Homes are not 

provided. 

SO4 4.1 The policy refers to the provision for Gypsy and Traveller and 

Travelling Showpeople pitches and plots.        

Section 1 outlines the need to meet housing requirements of Gypsy, 

Traveller and Travelling Showpeople by stating: 

“The Councils will work with partner agencies to identify suitable 

permanent and transit pitches to meet the needs identified in an up 

to date needs assessment”.  

The Plan’ s accommodation needs evidence identifies that no 

additional pitches are required on the Plan area, and so the Policy 

acts as a criteria based approach to any possible need or more 

speculative proposals. There will be minor positive effects on this 

criterion as a result.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

4.2 The policy refers to the provision for Gypsy and Traveller and 

Travelling Showpeople pitches and plots.        

Due to the specialist nature of accommodation, and the criteria-

0             
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based nature of the Policy, there will be no notable impact on this 

objective. 

4.3 The policy refers to the provision for Gypsy and Traveller and 

Travelling Showpeople pitches and plots.        

A range and mix of housing relevant to the Policy theme can be 

considered achieved through the criteria-based approach of the 

Policy, ensuring that any needs can be met should they be identified 

throughout the Plan period.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

4.4 The policy refers to the provision for Gypsy and Traveller and 

Travelling Showpeople pitches and plots.        

Due to the nature of the accommodation there is no reduction in the 

number of unfit homes.  

0             

4.5 The policy refers to the provision for Gypsy and Traveller and 

Travelling Showpeople pitches and plots.        

Due to the nature of the accommodation there is no inclusion of 

homes that can be adapted to support independent living or older 

0             
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and disabled people.  

4.6 The policy refers to the provision for Gypsy and Traveller and 

Travelling Showpeople pitches and plots.        

Due to the nature of the accommodation the housing needs of older 

people are not met through the provision of extra care housing, 

lifetime homes and wheelchair accessible homes. 

0             

SO5 5.1 N/A N/A             

5.2 N/A N/A             

5.3 N/A N/A             

5.4 N/A N/A             

5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 N/A N/A             
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5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 The policy refers to the provision for Gypsy and Traveller and 

Travelling Showpeople pitches and plots.        

Due to the policy referring to the provision of pitches and plots, the 

incorporation of sustainable design and construction techniques is 

unlikely to be relevant.  

N/A             

SO6 6.1 N/A N/A             

6.2 N/A N/A             

6.3 N/A N/A             

6.4 N/A N/A             

SO7 7.1 The policy refers to the provision for Gypsy and Traveller and 

Travelling Showpeople pitches and plots.        

The policy does not outline any brownfield / greenfield preferences 

? ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓    ✓ 
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for plot and pitch locations; therefore, they may be provided on open 

countryside. This is subject to the permanency of the community 

settling on this site and site specifics. The impact would only be 

apparent when examining a planning application in detail. 

7.2 The policy refers to the provision for Gypsy and Traveller and 

Travelling Showpeople pitches and plots.        

The policy does not outline any brownfield / greenfield preferences 

for plot and pitch locations; therefore, they may be provided on high 

quality agricultural land. This is subject to the permanency of the 

community settling on this site and site specifics. The impact would 

only be apparent when examining a planning application in detail. 

? ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓    ✓ 

7.3 N/A N/A             

7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 All housing related policies that regard new provision can be ?           ✓  
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expected to have a small negative effect on waste generated per 

household. Effects are highlighted as uncertain for this Policy and 

the alternative in isolation; however the wider Plan policies seek to 

ensure waste generation is minimised. 

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 All housing related policies that regard new provision can be 

expected to have a small negative effect on waste generated per 

household. Effects are highlighted as uncertain for this Policy and 

the alternative in isolation; however the wider Plan policies seek to 

ensure waste generation is minimised. 

?           ✓  

8.4 This is covered in other Plan policies. 0             

SO9 9.1 N/A N/A             

9.2 N/A N/A             

9.3 N/A N/A             
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9.4 The policy refers to the provision for Gypsy and Traveller and 

Travelling Showpeople pitches and plots.        

Due to the policy regarding provisions for Gypsy, Traveller and 

Travelling Showpeople requirements, any requirements for 

accommodation to be energy efficient is unlikely to be relevant.  

0             

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             

10.2 N/A N/A             

10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 N/A N/A             

10.5 The policy refers to the provision for Gypsy and Traveller and 

Travelling Showpeople pitches and plots.        

Due to the policy referring to the provision of pitches and plots, the 

incorporation of sustainable design and construction techniques is 

0             
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unlikely to be relevant.  

10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A             

11.2 N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A             

11.4 N/A N/A             

11.5 N/A N/A             

11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             
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11.8 N/A N/A             

11.9 N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 N/A N/A             

12.2 N/A N/A             

12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 The effects of any new accommodation on the Plan area’s AONBs 

are uncertain and dependent on the location of development. 
?            ✓ 

13.2 The policy refers to the provision for Gypsy and Traveller and 

Travelling Showpeople pitches and plots.        

The policy does not address any preference that the Policy seek to 

reduce derelict, degraded and underused land however the provision 

of plots and pitches to meet Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling 

Showpeople requirements could result in the reduction of this type of 

land. Uncertain effects have been highlighted dependant on specific 

?            ✓ 
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schemes that come forward in the plan period. The impact would 

only be apparent when examining a planning application in detail. 

13.3 The policy refers to the provision for Gypsy and Traveller and 

Travelling Showpeople pitches and plots.        

Section 2 (b) outlines that “the site shall not dominate the nearest 

settled community”. Due to the nature of pitches and plots not 

requiring permanent development, the provisions can be expected to 

have a generally positive effect on landscapes.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

13.3 N/A N/A             

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 N/A N/A             

14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 N/A N/A             
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14.5 N/A N/A             

14.6 The policy refers to the provision for Gypsy and Traveller and 

Travelling Showpeople pitches and plots.        

Section 2 (e) states that “any employment use on the site is 

compatible with residential and local amenity”. Due to the policy 

ensuring needs of the Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople 

community can be met on-site, there is potential to encourage 

indigenous business within proposals. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓    ✓ 

14.7 N/A N/A             

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             
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15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 N/A N/A             

16.2 There will be positive effects on this criterion, as the Policy seeks to 

ensure that Gypsy and Traveller accommodation is well related to 

local services and facilities (particularly medical services and 

schools), preferably by means other than the private car. This 

ensures walking and cycling as viable methods of transportation to 

ensure healthy lifestyles. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

16.3 There will be positive effects on this criterion, as the Policy seeks to 

ensure that Gypsy and Traveller accommodation is well related to 

local services and facilities (particularly medical services and 

schools), preferably by means other than the private car. This 

ensures walking and cycling as viable methods of transportation to 

ensure healthy lifestyles. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  
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16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

No mitigation measures or recommendations are proposed at this stage. 
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LP09 - Moorings and Marinas 
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SO1 1.1 The effects on this criterion are considered dependent on specific 

locations for development. Effects are therefore uncertain. ?            ✓ 

1.2 N/A N/A             

1.3 N/A N/A             

1.4 The effects on this criterion are considered dependent on specific 

locations for development. Effects are therefore uncertain. ?            ✓ 

1.5 The effects on this criterion are considered dependent on specific 

locations for development. Effects are therefore uncertain. ?            ✓ 

1.6 The effects on this criterion are considered dependent on specific 

locations for development. Effects are therefore uncertain. 
?            ✓ 

1.7 The effects on this criterion are considered dependent on specific ?            ✓ 
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locations for development. Effects are therefore uncertain. 

1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 N/A N/A             

1.10 N/A N/A             

1.11 N/A N/A             

1.12 N/A N/A             

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 There will be uncertain effects regarding reducing poverty and 

social exclusion. Effects are dependent on the location of any 
?            ✓ 
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development and whether accommodation meets an identified 

need. 

3.2 N/A N/A             

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 The policy refers to the provision of moorings and marinas for 

boatdwellers, including the provision of adequate services where 

appropriate.   

Due to the nature of the accommodation type, Lifetime Homes are 

unlikely to be provided. 

0             

SO4 4.1 The policy refers to the provision of moorings and marinas for 

boatdwellers, including the provision of adequate services where 

appropriate.   

Due to the policy regarding moorings and marina dwellings 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  
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exclusively, the housing requirements of residents seeking such 

accommodation can be met.  

4.2 The policy refers to the provision of moorings and marinas for 

boatdwellers, including the provision of adequate services where 

appropriate.   

Due to the policy regarding moorings and marinas, there is unlikely 

to be a reduction in homelessness through this type of 

accommodation. 

0             

4.3 The policy refers to the provision of moorings and marinas for 

boatdwellers, including the provision of adequate services where 

appropriate.   

The requirements of any accommodation related to moorings and 

marinas are outlined through this policy however there is no direct 

provision. 

0             

4.4 The policy refers to the provision of moorings and marinas for 

boatdwellers, including the provision of adequate services where 
0             
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appropriate.   

The requirements of any accommodation related to moorings and 

marinas are outlined through this policy however there is no direct 

provision. 

4.5 The policy refers to the provision of moorings and marinas for 

boatdwellers, including the provision of adequate services where 

appropriate.   

The requirements of any accommodation related to moorings and 

marinas are outlined through this policy however there is no direct 

provision. 

0             

4.6 The policy refers to the provision of moorings and marinas for 

boatdwellers, including the provision of adequate services where 

appropriate.   

The requirements of any accommodation related to moorings and 

marinas are outlined through this policy however there is no direct 

provision. 

0             
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SO5 5.1 N/A N/A             

5.2 The policy refers to the provision of moorings and marinas for 

boatdwellers, including the provision of adequate services where 

appropriate.   

Section 2(e) outlines the need for houseboat proposals keeping in 

line with the Water Framework Directive status for the River Stour 

and Orwell in stating: 

“All new houseboat proposals will need to demonstrate appropriate 

measures to ensure that there is no risk of deterioration in Water 

Framework Directive (WFD) status for the River Stour and Orwell.’ 

This ensures minor positive effects through ensuring no 

deterioration of standards. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

5.3 The policy refers to the provision of moorings and marinas for 

boatdwellers, including the provision of adequate services where 

appropriate.   

Section 2(d) outlines that there must not have a detrimental impact 

on the surrounding area, thus encouraging the management of the 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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mooring area in stating: 

“The houseboat will not have a significantly detrimental impact on 

the surrounding area in terms of pollution, biodiversity value, 

character and appearance to the location within the Suffolk Coast 

and Heaths Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty”. This ensures 

minor positive effects through ensuring no deterioration of the 

environment. 

5.4 N/A N/A             

5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 N/A N/A             

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 N/A N/A             

SO6 6.1 N/A N/A             
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6.2 N/A N/A             

6.3 The identified area for mooring and marina based accommodation 

is not located in close proximity to any AQMA. Therefore there will 

be no effect. 
0             

6.4 N/A N/A             

SO7 7.1 N/A N/A             

7.2 N/A N/A             

7.3 N/A N/A             

7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 All housing related policies that regard new provision can be 

expected to have a small negative effect on waste generated per 
?           ✓  
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household. Effects are highlighted as uncertain for this Policy and 

the alternative in isolation; however the wider Plan policies seek to 

ensure waste generation is minimised. 

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 All housing related policies that regard new provision can be 

expected to have a small negative effect on waste generated per 

household. Effects are highlighted as uncertain for this Policy and 

the alternative in isolation; however the wider Plan policies seek to 

ensure waste generation is minimised. 

?           ✓  

8.4 This is covered in other Plan policies. 0             

SO9 9.1 The effects on this criterion are considered dependent on specific 

locations for development to minimise transport movements by 

private car. Effects are therefore uncertain. 
?            ✓ 

9.2 N/A N/A             
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9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 N/A N/A             

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             

10.2 N/A N/A             

10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 N/A N/A             

10.5 N/A N/A             

10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1 Section 2 (d) states that “the houseboat will not have a significantly 

detrimental impact on the surrounding areas in terms of pollution, 
+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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biodiversity value, character and appearance to the location within 

the Suffolk Coast and Heaths Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty”. 

To this extent, effects are positive. 

11.2 Section 2 (d) states that “the houseboat will not have a significantly 

detrimental impact on the surrounding areas in terms of pollution, 

biodiversity value, character and appearance to the location within 

the Suffolk Coast and Heaths Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty”. 

To this extent, effects are positive. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

11.3 Section 2 (d) states that “the houseboat will not have a significantly 

detrimental impact on the surrounding areas in terms of pollution, 

biodiversity value, character and appearance to the location within 

the Suffolk Coast and Heaths Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty”. 

To this extent, effects are positive. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

11.4 N/A N/A             

11.5 N/A N/A             
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11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             

11.8 N/A N/A             

11.9 N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 Section 2 (d) states that “the houseboat will not have a significantly 

detrimental impact on the surrounding areas in terms of pollution, 

biodiversity value, character and appearance to the location within 

the Suffolk Coast and Heaths Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty”. 

To this extent, effects are positive. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

12.2 N/A N/A             

12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 The policy refers to the provision of moorings and marinas for 

boatdwellers, including the provision of adequate services where 
+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓ ✓  
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appropriate.   

Section 2 (d) states that “the houseboat will not have a significantly 

detrimental impact on the surrounding areas in terms of pollution, 

biodiversity value, character and appearance to the location within 

the Suffolk Coast and Heaths Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty”.  

This policy addresses the need to conserve the AONB and as such 

can be expected to have minor positive effects on this criterion. 

13.2 N/A N/A             

13.3 Section 2 (d) states that “the houseboat will not have a significantly 

detrimental impact on the surrounding areas in terms of pollution, 

biodiversity value, character and appearance to the location within 

the Suffolk Coast and Heaths Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty”. 

To this extent, effects are positive. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 N/A N/A             
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14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 N/A N/A             

14.5 N/A N/A             

14.6 N/A N/A             

14.7 N/A N/A             

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A             
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15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 The effects on this criterion are considered dependent on specific 

locations for development to minimise transport movements by 

private car. Effects are therefore uncertain. 
?            ✓ 

16.2 The effects on this criterion are considered dependent on specific 

locations for development to minimise transport movements by 

private car. Effects are therefore uncertain. 
?            ✓ 

16.3 The effects on this criterion are considered dependent on specific 

locations for development to minimise transport movements by 

private car. Effects are therefore uncertain. 
?            ✓ 

16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

No mitigation measures or recommendations are proposed at this stage. 
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Table 11: Policy LP10 
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SO1 1.1 The effects on this criterion are considered dependent on specific 

locations for development. Effects are therefore uncertain. ?            ✓ 

1.2 N/A N/A             

1.3 N/A N/A             

1.4 The effects on this criterion are considered dependent on specific 

locations for development. Effects are therefore uncertain. ?            ✓ 

1.5 The effects on this criterion are considered dependent on specific 

locations for development. Effects are therefore uncertain. ?            ✓ 

1.6 The effects on this criterion are considered dependent on specific 

locations for development. Effects are therefore uncertain. 
?            ✓ 

1.7 The effects on this criterion are considered dependent on specific ?            ✓ 
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locations for development. Effects are therefore uncertain. 

1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 N/A N/A             

1.10 N/A N/A             

1.11 N/A N/A             

1.12 N/A N/A             

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 The Policy responds to a government incentive to ensure people 

can get on the housing ladder. To this extent it is possible that 
?           ✓  
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poverty, in regards to accessibility to housing, is addressed. Effects 

are however dependent on the locations of development. 

3.2 N/A N/A             

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 The policy refers to self-build and custom-build developments and 

the serviced dwelling plots available for sale to self-builders or 

custom builders.    

There is scope for self-build/ custom housing to be adapted to fit 

the requirements of Lifetime Homes; however, this is more 

appropriately addressed in other Policy. 

0             

SO4 4.1 The policy refers to self-build and custom-build developments and 

the serviced dwelling plots available for sale to self-builders or 

custom builders.    
+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  
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Due to the policy addressing self-build/ custom-build housing, the 

housing needs of those who seek such housing are met. It can be 

expected that any forthcoming schemes will not be significant in 

quantum; therefore minor positive effects are highlighted. 

4.2 The policy refers to self-build and custom-build developments and 

the serviced dwelling plots available for sale to self-builders or 

custom builders.    

The policy does not specifically address any reduction in 

homelessness. 

0             

4.3 The policy refers to self-build and custom-build developments and 

the serviced dwelling plots available for sale to self-builders or 

custom builders.    

The provision of self-build / custom-build housing or proposals for 

sites that accommodate these contribute to housing supply for a 

range and mix of housing. This will ensure minor positive effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

4.4 N/A N/A             
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4.5 The policy refers to self-build and custom-build developments and 

the serviced dwelling plots available for sale to self-builders or 

custom builders.    

Although the policy does not directly address homes that can be 

adapted to support independent living for older and disabled 

people, there is scope to do so in accumulation with other Plan 

policies. No effect has been highlighted for this policy in isolation 

however. 

0             

4.6 The policy refers to self-build and custom-build developments and 

the serviced dwelling plots available for sale to self-builders or 

custom builders.    

The policy does not directly address the housing needs of older 

people; however, there is scope to do so in accumulation with other 

Plan policies. No effect has been highlighted for this policy in 

isolation however. 

0             

SO5 5.1 N/A N/A             
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5.2 N/A N/A             

5.3 N/A N/A             

5.4 N/A N/A             

5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 N/A N/A             

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 The policy refers to self-build and custom-build developments and 

the serviced dwelling plots available for sale to self-builders or 

custom builders.    

Although the policy does not address sustainable design and 

construction techniques, there is scope to incorporate these due to 

the nature of the development. No effect has been identified for the 

Policy in isolation. 

0             
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SO6 6.1 N/A N/A             

6.2 N/A N/A             

6.3 N/A N/A             

6.4 The policy refers to self-build and custom-build developments and 

the serviced dwelling plots available for sale to self-builders or 

custom builders.    

Although the policy does not address sustainable design and 

construction techniques, there is scope to incorporate these due to 

the nature of the development. No effect has been identified for the 

Policy in isolation. 

0             

SO7 7.1 The policy refers to self-build and custom-build developments and 

the serviced dwelling plots available for sale to self-builders or 

custom builders.    

The policy does not explicitly address minimising the loss of open 

countryside to development however it does state that self-build 

0             
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and custom-build housing are to be built on “serviced dwelling plots 

available for sale to self-builders or custom builders, on appropriate 

sites and where in compliance with all other relevant policies of this 

Joint Local Plan”. 

In line with other Plan policies, this minimises the likelihood of self-

build units being developed on greenfield land in the first instance, 

ensuring no effect on this sustainability criterion.  

7.2 The policy refers to self-build and custom-build developments and 

the serviced dwelling plots available for sale to self-builders or 

custom builders.    

The policy does not explicitly address minimising the loss of 

agricultural land however it does state that self-build and custom-

build housing are to be built on “serviced dwelling plots available for 

sale to self-builders or custom builders, on appropriate sites and 

where in compliance with all other relevant policies of this Joint 

Local Plan”. 

In line with other Plan policies, this minimises the likelihood of self-

build units being developed on greenfield land in the first instance, 

0             
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ensuring no effect on this sustainability criterion.  

7.3 N/A N/A             

7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 All housing related policies that regard new provision can be 

expected to have a small negative effect on waste generated per 

household. Effects are highlighted as uncertain for this Policy and 

the alternative in isolation; however the wider Plan policies seek to 

ensure waste generation is minimised. 

?           ✓  

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 All housing related policies that regard new provision can be 

expected to have a small negative effect on waste generated per 

household. Effects are highlighted as uncertain for this Policy and 

the alternative in isolation; however the wider Plan policies seek to 

?           ✓  
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ensure waste generation is minimised. 

8.4 This is covered in other Plan policies. 0             

SO9 9.1 This is covered in other Plan policies. N/A             

9.2 N/A N/A             

9.3 This is covered in other Plan policies. 0             

9.4 This is covered in other Plan policies. 0             

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             

10.2 N/A N/A             

10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 N/A N/A             
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10.5 The policy refers to self-build and custom-build developments and 

the serviced dwelling plots available for sale to self-builders or 

custom builders.    

Although the policy does not address sustainable design and 

construction techniques, there is scope to incorporate these due to 

the nature of the development. No effect has been identified for the 

Policy in isolation. 

0             

10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A             

11.2 N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A             

11.4 N/A N/A             
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11.5 N/A N/A             

11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             

11.8 N/A N/A             

11.9 N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 The effects on this criterion are considered dependent on specific 

locations for development. Effects are therefore uncertain. 
?            ✓ 

12.2 The effects on this criterion are considered dependent on specific 

locations for development. Effects are therefore uncertain. ?            ✓ 

12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 The effects on this criterion are considered dependent on specific ?            ✓ 
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locations for development. Effects are therefore uncertain. 

13.2 The effects on this criterion are considered dependent on specific 

locations for development. Effects are therefore uncertain. 
?            ✓ 

13.3 The effects on this criterion are considered dependent on specific 

locations for development. Effects are therefore uncertain. ?            ✓ 

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 N/A N/A             

14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 N/A N/A             

14.5 N/A N/A             

14.6 N/A N/A             
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14.7 N/A N/A             

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 The effects on this criterion are considered dependent on specific 

locations for development. Effects are therefore uncertain. ?            ✓ 

16.2 The effects on this criterion are considered dependent on specific 

locations for development. Effects are therefore uncertain. 
?            ✓ 
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16.3 The effects on this criterion are considered dependent on specific 

locations for development. Effects are therefore uncertain. ?            ✓ 

16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

No mitigation measures or recommendations are proposed at this stage.
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3.2   Policies related to the Economy  

Local Policies - Economy 

LP11 - Employment Development 
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Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
Table 12: Policy LP11 
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SO1 1.1 N/A N/A             

1.2 N/A N/A             

1.3 N/A N/A             

1.4 N/A N/A             

1.5 N/A N/A             

1.6 N/A N/A             

1.7 N/A N/A             

1.8 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 
+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓   ✓  



 

Page 170 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability  
Appraisal: Annex C 

 

   

 

Sustainability 
Criteria  

Commentary 

Im
pa

ct
  

Temporal Spatial Perma-
nency Uncertainty 

Sh
or

t 

M
ed

iu
m

 

Lo
ng

 

U
rb

an
 

R
ur

al
 

B
ot

h 

St
ra

te
gi

c 

Pe
rm

an
en

t 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 

Lo
w

 

M
ed

iu
m

 

H
ig

h 

areas.   

Section 1(d) and 1 (e) seek to encourage good design which is 

likely to indirectly reduce crime and anti-social activity and 

therefore this policy has a minor positive impact. 

1.9 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

Section 1(e) seeks avoid negative impacts on the surroundings, so 

the impact of this policy would be neutral. 

0             

1.10 N/A N/A             

1.11 N/A N/A             

1.12 N/A N/A             

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             
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2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 N/A N/A             

3.2 N/A N/A             

3.3 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

Section 1 & 2 support employment within the Districts, in 

accordance with the spatial strategy and the support which is 

shown for small scale employment may also encourage variety in 

employment opportunities. 

This may contribute to the reduction of unemployment overall, 

ensuring a minor positive effect.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓   ✓  
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3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 N/A N/A             

SO4 4.1 N/A N/A             

4.2 N/A N/A             

4.3 N/A N/A             

4.4 N/A N/A             

4.5 N/A N/A             

4.6 N/A N/A             

SO5 5.1 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   
0             
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Section 1d states “Be sensitive to the surroundings, including any 

residential and other amenity, landscape and heritage assets;” and 

section 1e states “Demonstrates high-quality design by having 

regard to the relevant policies of the Joint Local Plan.” This would 

lead to a neutral impact on water quality and resources. 

5.2 N/A N/A             

5.3 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

Section 1d states “Be sensitive to the surroundings, including any 

residential and other amenity, landscape and heritage assets;” and 

section 1e states “Demonstrates high-quality design by having 

regard to the relevant policies of the Joint Local Plan.” This would 

lead to a neutral impact on water quality and resources. 

0             

5.4 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   
0             
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Section 1d states “Be sensitive to the surroundings, including any 

residential and other amenity, landscape and heritage assets;” and 

section 1e states “Demonstrates high-quality design by having 

regard to the relevant policies of the Joint Local Plan.” This would 

lead to a neutral impact on water quality and resources. 

5.5 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

Section 1d states “Be sensitive to the surroundings, including any 

residential and other amenity, landscape and heritage assets;” and 

section 1e states “Demonstrates high-quality design by having 

regard to the relevant policies of the Joint Local Plan.” This would 

lead to a neutral impact on water quality and resources. 

0             

5.6 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

Section 1d states “Be sensitive to the surroundings, including any 

residential and other amenity, landscape and heritage assets;” and 

0             
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section 1e states “Demonstrates high-quality design by having 

regard to the relevant policies of the Joint Local Plan.” This would 

lead to a neutral impact on water quality and resources. 

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

Section 1e states “Demonstrates high-quality design by having 

regard to the relevant policies of the Joint Local Plan.” The impact 

would only be apparent when examining a planning application in 

detail in accordance with other plan policies. 

0             

SO6 6.1 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

Section 1d states “Be sensitive to the surroundings, including any 

residential and other amenity, landscape and heritage assets;” and 

section 1e states “Demonstrates high-quality design by having 

0             
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regard to the relevant policies of the Joint Local Plan.” This would 

lead to a neutral impact on air quality. 

6.2 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

Section 1d states “Be sensitive to the surroundings, including any 

residential and other amenity, landscape and heritage assets;” and 

section 1e states “Demonstrates high-quality design by having 

regard to the relevant policies of the Joint Local Plan.” This would 

lead to a neutral impact on air quality. 

0             

6.3 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

Section 1d states “Be sensitive to the surroundings, including any 

residential and other amenity, landscape and heritage assets;” and 

section 1e states “Demonstrates high-quality design by having 

regard to the relevant policies of the Joint Local Plan.” This would 

lead to a neutral impact on air quality. 

0             
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6.4 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

Section 1e states “Demonstrates high-quality design by having 

regard to the relevant policies of the Joint Local Plan.” The impact 

would only be apparent when examining a planning application in 

detail in accordance with other plan policies. 

0             

SO7 7.1 N/A N/A             

7.2 N/A N/A             

7.3 N/A N/A             

7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A             
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8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 N/A N/A             

8.4 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

Section 1e states “Demonstrates high-quality design by having 

regard to the relevant policies of the Joint Local Plan.” The impact 

would only be apparent when examining a planning application in 

detail in accordance with other plan policies. 

0             

SO9 9.1 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

Section 1e states “Demonstrates high-quality design by having 

regard to the relevant policies of the Joint Local Plan.” The impact 

would only be apparent when examining a planning application in 

detail in accordance with other plan policies. 

0             
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9.2 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

Section 1e states “Demonstrates high-quality design by having 

regard to the relevant policies of the Joint Local Plan.” The impact 

would only be apparent when examining a planning application in 

detail in accordance with other plan policies. 

0             

9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 N/A N/A             

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             

10.2 N/A N/A             

10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 N/A N/A             
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10.5 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

Section 1e states “Demonstrates high-quality design by having 

regard to the relevant policies of the Joint Local Plan.” The impact 

would only be apparent when examining a planning application in 

detail in accordance with other plan policies. 

0            ✓ 

10.6  N/A N/A             

10.7  N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1  N/A N/A             

11.2  N/A N/A             

11.3  N/A N/A             

11.4  N/A N/A             
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11.5  N/A N/A             

11.6  N/A N/A             

11.7  N/A N/A             

11.8  N/A N/A             

11.9  N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

Section 1d states “Be sensitive to the surroundings, including any 

residential and other amenity, landscape and heritage assets;” and 

section 1e states “Demonstrates high-quality design by having 

regard to the relevant policies of the Joint Local Plan.” This would 

lead to a neutral impact on the historic environment. 

0             

12.2 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 0             



 

Page 182 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability  
Appraisal: Annex C 

 

   

 

Sustainability 
Criteria  

Commentary 

Im
pa

ct
  

Temporal Spatial Perma-
nency Uncertainty 

Sh
or

t 

M
ed

iu
m

 

Lo
ng

 

U
rb

an
 

R
ur

al
 

B
ot

h 

St
ra

te
gi

c 

Pe
rm

an
en

t 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 

Lo
w

 

M
ed

iu
m

 

H
ig

h 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

Section 1d states “Be sensitive to the surroundings, including any 

residential and other amenity, landscape and heritage assets;” and 

section 1e states “Demonstrates high-quality design by having 

regard to the relevant policies of the Joint Local Plan.” This would 

lead to a neutral impact on the historic environment. 

12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 N/A N/A             

13.2 N/A N/A             

13.4 N/A N/A             

SO14 14.1 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   
+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓   ✓  
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This policy may help to achieve sustainable levels of prosperity and 

economic growth throughout the plan area, in conjunction with 

other policies in the JLP.  The impact of this policy in isolation on 

improving competitiveness by providing more opportunities for 

small scale/independent businesses is positive.  

14.2 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

This policy may help to achieve sustainable levels of prosperity and 

economic growth throughout the plan area, in conjunction with 

other policies in the JLP.  The impact of this policy in isolation on 

improving the resilience of business and the economy is positive. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓   ✓ ✓ 

14.3 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

This policy may help to achieve sustainable levels of prosperity and 

economic growth throughout the plan area, in conjunction with 

other policies in the JLP.  The impact of this policy in isolation on 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓   ✓ ✓ 
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promoting growth in key sectors is positive. 

14.4 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

This policy may help to achieve sustainable levels of prosperity and 

economic growth throughout the plan area, in conjunction with 

other policies in the JLP.  The impact of this policy in isolation on 

improving economic performance in disadvantaged areas is 

uncertain and dependent on the location of proposals. 

?            ✓ 

14.5 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

This policy may help to achieve sustainable levels of prosperity and 

economic growth throughout the plan area, in conjunction with 

other policies in the JLP.  The impact of this policy in isolation on 

encouraging rural diversification is positive. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓   ✓  

14.6 The policy refers to employment development and the change of + ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓   ✓  
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use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

This policy may help to achieve sustainable levels of prosperity and 

economic growth throughout the plan area, in conjunction with 

other policies in the JLP.  The impact of this policy in isolation on 

encouraging indigenous business is positive. 

14.7 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

This policy may help to achieve sustainable levels of prosperity and 

economic growth throughout the plan area, in conjunction with 

other policies in the JLP.  The impact of this policy in isolation on 

encouraging inward investment is positive. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓   ✓  

14.8 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

This policy may help to achieve sustainable levels of prosperity and 

economic growth throughout the plan area, in conjunction with 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓   ✓  
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other policies in the JLP.  The impact of this policy in isolation on 

making land available for business development is positive. 

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

The policy does not explicitly discuss employment in town centres 

however reference is made to the spatial distribution of the Plan’s 

strategic Policies and so development in town centres can be 

assumed commensurate with uses that are compatible with town 

centre function. Impacts are therefore positive. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓   ✓  

15.3 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 
+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓   ✓  
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areas.   

The policy does not explicitly discuss employment in town centres 

however reference is made to the spatial distribution of the Plan’s 

strategic Policies and so development in town centres can be 

assumed commensurate with uses that are compatible with town 

centre function. Impacts are therefore positive. 

SO16 16.1 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

The policy states that employment development must: 

“1b) Provide adequate servicing, access and off-road parking for its 

type, mix, use and location; and 

1c) Not have a detrimental impact upon the highway network”.  

The Policy does not discuss sustainable transport and may have 

negative effects in regard to reducing reliance on the private car; 

however in line with the Policy’s reference to the spatial distribution 

of the Plan’s Part 1, growth can be expected to be aligned to the 

?          ✓   
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Districts’ most sustainable settlements with good public transport 

links.  Uncertain effects have therefore been assessed overall.  

16.2 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

The policy states that employment development must: 

“1b) Provide adequate servicing, access and off-road parking for its 

type, mix, use and location; and 

1c) Not have a detrimental impact upon the highway network”.  

The Policy does not discuss sustainable transport and may have 

negative effects in regard to reducing reliance on the private car; 

however in line with the Policy’s reference to the spatial distribution 

of the Plan’s Part 1, growth can be expected to be aligned to the 

Districts’ most sustainable settlements with good public transport 

links.  Uncertain effects have therefore been assessed overall.  

?          ✓   

16.3 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 
?          ✓   
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areas.   

The policy states that employment development must: 

“1b) Provide adequate servicing, access and off-road parking for its 

type, mix, use and location; and 

1c) Not have a detrimental impact upon the highway network”.  

The Policy does not discuss sustainable transport and may have 

negative effects in regard to reducing reliance on the private car; 

however in line with the Policy’s reference to the spatial distribution 

of the Plan’s Part 1, growth can be expected to be aligned to the 

Districts’ most sustainable settlements with good public transport 

links.  Uncertain effects have therefore been assessed overall.  

16.4 The policy refers to employment development and the change of 

use to small scale employment use in predominately residential 

areas.   

The policy states that employment development must: 

“1b) Provide adequate servicing, access and off-road parking for its 

?            ✓ 
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type, mix, use and location; and 

1c) Not have a detrimental impact upon the highway network”.  

It does not discuss sustainable transport and its effect is uncertain 

with regard to increasing the proportion of freight transported by rail 

or other sustainable modes. The impact would only be apparent 

when examining a planning application in detail and would be 

dependent on location. 
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

No proposed mitigation measures are recommended at this stage. 
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LP12 - Safeguarding Economic Opportunities 
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Table 13: Policy LP12 
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SO1 1.1 N/A N/A             

1.2 N/A N/A             

1.3 N/A N/A             

1.4 N/A N/A             

1.5 N/A N/A             

1.6 N/A N/A             

1.7 N/A N/A             

1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 N/A N/A             
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1.10 N/A N/A             

1.11 N/A N/A             

1.12 N/A N/A             

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 N/A N/A             

3.2 N/A N/A             

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             
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3.5 N/A N/A             

SO4 4.1 N/A N/A             

4.2 N/A N/A             

4.3 N/A N/A             

4.4 N/A N/A             

4.5 N/A N/A             

4.6 N/A N/A             

SO5 5.1 N/A N/A             

5.2 N/A N/A             

5.3 N/A N/A             
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5.4 N/A N/A             

5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 N/A N/A             

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 N/A N/A             

SO6 6.1 N/A N/A             

6.2 N/A N/A             

6.3 N/A N/A             

6.4 N/A N/A             

SO7 7.1 N/A N/A             
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7.2 N/A N/A             

7.3 N/A N/A             

7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A             

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 N/A N/A             

8.4 N/A N/A             

SO9 9.1 N/A N/A             

9.2 N/A  N/A             
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9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 N/A N/A             

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             

10.2 N/A N/A             

10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 N/A N/A             

10.5 N/A N/A             

10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A             
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11.2 N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A             

11.4 N/A N/A             

11.5 N/A N/A             

11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             

11.8 N/A N/A             

11.9 N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 N/A N/A             

12.2 N/A N/A             
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12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 N/A N/A             

13.2 N/A N/A             

13.3 N/A N/A             

13.4 N/A N/A             

SO14 14.1 The policy refers to safeguarding economic opportunities, including 

the possibility of re-using or redeveloping the land for other 

commercial, employment, business or community uses.    

The policy seeks to safeguard economic opportunities including the 

land surrounding existing employment sites that may be required 

for employment development in future plan periods.  Five criteria 

must be met before the council may consider the loss of an 

employment site.  This could have a minor positive effect in regard 

to business development; however the Plan does not allocate any 

+  ✓    ✓   ✓  ✓  
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employment land.  

14.2 The policy refers to safeguarding economic opportunities, including 

the possibility of re-using or redeveloping the land for other 

commercial, employment, business or community uses.    

The policy seeks to safeguard economic opportunities including the 

land surrounding existing employment sites that may be required 

for employment development in future plan periods.  Five criteria 

must be met before the council may consider the loss of an 

employment site.  This contributes to the resilience of business and 

the economy and gives a minor positive impact. 

+  ✓    ✓   ✓  ✓  

14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 N/A N/A             

14.5 N/A N/A             

14.6 N/A N/A             
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14.7 N/A N/A             

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 The policy refers to safeguarding economic opportunities, including 

the possibility of re-using or redeveloping the land for other 

commercial, employment, business or community uses.    

Safeguarding employment opportunities in the district may 

indirectly enhance the viability and vitality of the Districts’ centres. 

The impact would only be apparent when examining a planning 

application in detail and is dependent on location of proposals. 

?            ✓ 
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SO16 16.1 The Policy, in safeguarding employment land, will not have any 

impact on reducing out-commuting. The baseline condition will not 

change as a result of the Policy as no new employment land is 

allocated within the Plan. 

0             

16.2 N/A N/A             

16.3 N/A N/A             

16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  

No proposed mitigation measures are recommended at this stage. 
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Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
Table 14: Policy LP13 
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SO1 1.1 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and 

secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy seeks to ensure a balance between retail and non-retail 

uses to secure the vitality and viability of Town Centres and has 

the potential to provide relevant uses in town centres and primary 

shopping areas, including health facilities and social care services, 

however without the detail of a planning application, the impact is 

uncertain. The impact would only be apparent when examining a 

planning application in detail. 

?            ✓ 

1.2 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and 

secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy seeks to ensure a balance between retail and non-retail 

uses to secure the vitality and viability of Town Centres which may 

encourage healthy lifestyles. The impact would only be apparent 

when examining a planning application in detail. 

?            ✓ 

1.3 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and ?            ✓ 
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secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy seeks to ensure a balance between retail and non-retail 

uses to secure the vitality and viability of Town Centres has the 

potential to provide relevant uses in town centres and primary 

shopping areas, including supporting special needs and an ageing 

population, however without the detail of a planning application, the 

impact is uncertain. The impact would only be apparent when 

examining a planning application in detail. 

1.4 N/A N/A             

1.5 N/A N/A             

1.6 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and 

secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy seeks to ensure a balance between retail and non-retail 

uses to secure the vitality and viability of Town Centres has the 

potential to provide relevant uses in town centres and primary 

shopping areas, including cultural facilities, however without the 

detail of a planning application, the impact is uncertain. The impact 

?            ✓ 
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would only be apparent when examining a planning application in 

detail. 

1.7 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and 

secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy seeks to ensure a balance between retail and non-retail 

uses to secure the vitality and viability of Town Centres has the 

potential to provide relevant uses in town centres and primary 

shopping areas, including community facilities, however without the 

detail of a planning application, the impact is uncertain. The impact 

would only be apparent when examining a planning application in 

detail. 

?            ✓ 

1.8 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and 

secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy seeks to ensure a balance between retail and non-retail 

uses to secure the vitality and viability of Town Centres.  A thriving 

town centre will contribute to the reduction in crime and anti-social 

activity and a minor positive effect has been identified. The impact 

would only be apparent when examining a planning application in 

?            ✓ 
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detail. 

1.9 N/A N/A             

1.10 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and 

secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy seeks to ensure a balance between retail and non-retail 

uses to secure the vitality and viability of Town Centres, but it does 

not explore opportunities for shared community use and co-location 

of services, for example, where a café or shop might offer spaces 

for community events or provide a service such as a post office.  

As such, the policy currently has a neutral impact as it is not within 

the remit of the Policy.  The impact would only be apparent when 

examining a planning application in detail. 

0             

1.11 N/A N/A             

1.12 N/A N/A             
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SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and 

secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy seeks to ensure a balance between retail and non-retail 

uses to secure the vitality and viability of Town Centres.  A thriving 

town centre and local economy may contribute to the reduction in 

poverty and social exclusion, but this is not certain. The impact 

would only be apparent when examining a planning application in 

detail. 

?            ✓ 

3.2 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and 

secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy seeks to ensure a balance between retail and non-retail 

uses to secure the vitality and viability of Town Centres and has 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓   
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the potential to maintain and improve access to key services and 

facilities. The impacts are therefore positive in line with the balance 

of uses in town centres as espoused in the Policy. 

3.3 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and 

secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy seeks to ensure a balance between retail and non-retail 

uses to secure the vitality and viability of Town Centres.  A thriving 

town centre and local economy may contribute to the reduction in 

unemployment, but this is not certain. The impact would only be 

apparent when examining a planning application in detail. 

?            ✓ 

3.4 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and 

secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy seeks to ensure a balance between retail and non-retail 

uses to secure the vitality and viability of Town Centres and has 

the potential to maintain and improve access to key services and 

facilities. The impacts are therefore positive in line with the balance 

of uses in town centres as espoused in the Policy. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓   
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3.5 N/A N/A             

SO4 4.1 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and 

secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy states that, “Within Town Centre Boundaries 

consideration is given to ensuring that development proposals do 

not eliminate separate access arrangements to upper floorspace, 

which could be used for residential, community or employment 

uses.”  This would result in a minor positive effect in regard to 

housing provision.     

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓   

4.2 N/A N/A             

4.3 N/A N/A             

4.4 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and 

secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy states that, “Within Town Centre Boundaries 

consideration is given to ensuring that development proposals do 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓   
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not eliminate separate access arrangements to upper floorspace, 

which could be used for residential, community or employment 

uses.”  This would result in a minor positive effect in regard to 

residential properties.     

4.5 N/A N/A             

4.6 N/A N/A             

SO5 5.1 N/A N/A             

5.2 N/A N/A             

5.3 N/A N/A             

5.4 N/A N/A             

5.5 N/A N/A             
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5.6 N/A N/A             

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 N/A N/A             

SO6 6.1 N/A N/A             

6.2 N/A N/A             

6.3 N/A N/A             

6.4 N/A N/A             

SO7 7.1 N/A N/A             

7.2 N/A N/A             

7.3 N/A N/A             
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7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A             

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 N/A N/A             

8.4 N/A N/A             

SO9 9.1 N/A N/A             

9.2 N/A N/A             

9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 N/A N/A             
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SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             

10.2 N/A N/A             

10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 N/A N/A             

10.5 N/A N/A             

10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A             

11.2 N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A             
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11.4 N/A N/A             

11.5 N/A N/A             

11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             

11.8 N/A N/A             

11.9 N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 N/A N/A             

12.2 N/A N/A             

12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 N/A N/A             



 

Page 218 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability  
Appraisal: Annex C 

 

   

 

Sustainability 
Criteria  

Commentary 

Im
pa

ct
  

Temporal Spatial Perma-
nency Uncertainty 

Sh
or

t 

M
ed

iu
m

 

Lo
ng

 

U
rb

an
 

R
ur

al
 

B
ot

h 

St
ra

te
gi

c 

Pe
rm

an
en

t 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 

Lo
w

 

M
ed

iu
m

 

H
ig

h 

13.2 N/A N/A             

13.3 N/A N/A             

13.4 N/A N/A             

SO14 14.1 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and 

secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy seeks to ensure a balance between retail and non-retail 

uses to secure the vitality and viability of Town Centres, which will 

ensure positive effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ 

14.2 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and 

secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy seeks to ensure a balance between retail and non-retail 

uses to secure the vitality and viability of Town Centres, which will 

ensure positive effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ 

14.3 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and + ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ 
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secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy seeks to ensure a balance between retail and non-retail 

uses to secure the vitality and viability of Town Centres, which will 

ensure positive effects. 

14.4 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and 

secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy seeks to ensure a balance between retail and non-retail 

uses to secure the vitality and viability of Town Centres, which will 

ensure positive effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ 

14.5 N/A N/A             

14.6 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and 

secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy seeks to ensure a balance between retail and non-retail 

uses to secure the vitality and viability of Town Centres, which will 

ensure positive effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ 
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14.7 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and 

secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy seeks to ensure a balance between retail and non-retail 

uses to secure the vitality and viability of Town Centres, which will 

ensure positive effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ 

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and 

secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy seeks to ensure a balance between retail and non-retail 

uses to secure the vitality and viability of Town Centres, which will 

ensure positive effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ 

14.10 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and 

secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy seeks to ensure a balance between retail and non-retail 

uses to secure the vitality and viability of Town Centres; however it 

does not specifically address managed and affordable workspace 

0             
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for local businesses. There will therefore be no effect on this 

criterion 

SO15 15.1 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and 

secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy seeks to ensure a balance between retail and non-retail 

uses to secure the vitality and viability of Town Centres, which will 

ensure positive effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓  

15.2 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and 

secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy seeks to ensure a balance between retail and non-retail 

uses to secure the vitality and viability of Town Centres, and 

implies a reduction in the number of vacant units in town centres.  

This has a minor positive impact. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓  

15.3 The policy refers to retail and town centres, including primary and 

secondary shopping frontages and out of town centre applications. 

The policy seeks to ensure a balance between retail and non-retail 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓  
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uses to secure the vitality and viability of Town Centres. 

SO16 16.1 Strong town centres can contain a range of employment 

opportunities, and their nature is that they are well provided in term 

of public transport networks and an effective public realm. There 

will be positive effects from the Policy in reducing out-commuting.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓  

16.2 Strong town centres can contain a range of employment 

opportunities, and their nature is that they are well provided in term 

of public transport networks and an effective public realm. There 

will be positive effects from the Policy in reducing out-commuting.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓  

16.3 Strong town centres can contain a range of employment 

opportunities, and their nature is that they are well provided in term 

of public transport networks and an effective public realm. There 

will be positive effects from the Policy in reducing out-commuting.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓  

16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

No proposed mitigation measures are recommended at this stage. 
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SO1 1.1 N/A N/A             

1.2 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

The policy states that proposals for new tourism and leisure 

facilities, or improvements/extensions to existing facilities, may be 

supported where proposals, where relevant include facilities which 

are open to the wider community, to enhance both accessibility and 

the range of facilities available. This may include health clubs and 

leisure facilities, although without detailed proposals, the impacts 

on a healthy lifestyle are uncertain. The impact would only be 

apparent when examining a planning application in detail. 

?            ✓ 

1.3 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

The policy states that proposals for new tourism and leisure 

?            ✓ 
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facilities, or improvements/extensions to existing facilities, may be 

supported where proposals, where relevant include facilities which 

are open to the wider community, to enhance both accessibility and 

the range of facilities available. This may include health clubs and 

leisure facilities, although without detailed proposals, the impacts 

on those with special needs and an ageing population are 

uncertain. The impact would only be apparent when examining a 

planning application in detail. 

1.4 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

Section 2a condones countryside proposals which ‘increase 

access, enjoyment and interpretation of the countryside’ and 2c 

states that development must improve accessibility for existing 

settlements, which are not well served by public transport. This 

serves to increase access to the countryside. 

++  ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓  

1.5 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 
++  ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓  
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proposals in the countryside.  

Section 2a condones countryside proposals which ‘increase 

access, enjoyment and interpretation of the countryside’ and 2c 

states that development must improve accessibility for existing 

settlements, which are not well served by public transport. This 

serves to increase access to the public open space. 

1.6 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

The policy states that proposals for new tourism and leisure 

facilities, or improvements/extensions to existing facilities, may be 

supported where proposals, where relevant include facilities which 

are open to the wider community, to enhance both accessibility and 

the range of facilities available. This may improve access to 

cultural facilities, although without detailed proposals, the impacts 

on are uncertain. The impact would only be apparent when 

examining a planning application in detail. 

?            ✓ 

1.7 N/A N/A             
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1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 N/A N/A             

1.10 N/A N/A             

1.11 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

Section 2 of the policy addresses proposals which would come 

forward in the countryside and the criteria would ensure a neutral 

impact on existing open and natural spaces. 

0             

1.12 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

The policy states that proposals for new tourism and leisure 

facilities, or improvements/extensions to existing facilities, may be 

supported where proposals, where relevant include facilities which 

?            ✓ 
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are open to the wider community, to enhance both accessibility and 

the range of facilities available. This may include play spaces for 

children and young people, although without detailed proposals, 

impacts are uncertain. The impact would only be apparent when 

examining a planning application in detail. 

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

Section 1(b) (e) proposes that emerging facilities should have 

greater ranger, quality and accessibility. While also being open to 

wider community, this may contribute to a reduction in poverty and 

social exclusion and therefore an uncertain impact has been 

identified. The impact would only be apparent when examining a 

?            ✓ 
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planning application in detail. 

3.2 N/A N/A             

3.3 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

This policy is supportive of tourism and leisure development, 

providing certain criteria are met.  This may reduce unemployment, 

although the impact would only be clear at the detailed proposal 

stage. The impact would only be apparent when examining a 

planning application in detail. 

?            ✓ 

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 N/A N/A             

SO4 4.1 N/A N/A             
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4.2 N/A N/A             

4.3 N/A N/A             

4.4 N/A N/A             

4.5 N/A N/A             

4.6 N/A N/A             

SO5 5.1 N/A N/A             

5.2 N/A N/A             

5.3 N/A N/A             

5.4 N/A N/A             

5.5 N/A N/A             
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5.6 N/A N/A             

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 N/A N/A             

SO6 6.1 N/A N/A             

6.2 N/A N/A             

6.3 N/A N/A             

6.4 N/A N/A             

SO7 7.1 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

The policy states that proposals in the countryside may be 

+  ✓   ✓    ✓   ✓ 
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supported where the proposal:      

“2a Increases access, enjoyment and interpretation of the 

countryside, appropriately, sensitively and sustainably; 

2d Reflects the intrinsic quality and respects the character of the 

countryside by having regard to the Councils Landscape Guidance 

and any other relevant documents endorsed by the LPA; 

2e The proposal must follow a hierarchy of seeking firstly to avoid 

impacts, mitigate for impacts so as to make them insignificant on 

the local ecology, biodiversity, trees and hedgerows, or as a last 

resort compensate for losses that cannot be avoided or mitigated 

for; and 

2f Is of an appropriate scale for their context and/or comprise of the 

conversion of an existing rural building, of landscape, historic or 

architectural merit.” 

This is consistent with minimising the loss of open countryside to 

development. 

7.2 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and +            ✓ 
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leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

The policy states that proposals in the countryside may be 

supported where the proposal:      

“2e the proposal must follow a hierarchy of seeking firstly to avoid 

impacts, mitigate for impacts so as to make them insignificant on 

the local ecology, biodiversity, trees and hedgerows, or as a last 

resort compensate for losses that cannot be avoided or mitigated 

for; “ 

It does not explicitly address the loss of the best and most versatile 

agricultural land to development; however this can be implied in 

accordance with ensuring no loss of open countryside. Effects will 

therefore also be positive. 

7.3 N/A N/A             

7.4 N/A N/A             



 

Page 235 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability  
Appraisal: Annex C 

 

   

 

Sustainability 
Criteria  

Commentary 

Im
pa

ct
  

Temporal Spatial Perma-
nency Uncertainty 

Sh
or

t 

M
ed

iu
m

 

Lo
ng

 

U
rb

an
 

R
ur

al
 

B
ot

h 

St
ra

te
gi

c 

Pe
rm

an
en

t 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 

Lo
w

 

M
ed

iu
m

 

H
ig

h 

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A             

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 N/A N/A             

8.4 N/A N/A             

SO9 9.1 N/A N/A             

9.2 N/A N/A             

9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 N/A N/A             

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             
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10.2 N/A N/A             

10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 N/A N/A             

10.5 N/A N/A             

10.6 N/A N/A              

10.7 N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A             

11.2 N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A             

11.4 N/A N/A             
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11.5 N/A N/A             

11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             

11.8 N/A N/A             

11.9 N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

Section 2f allows for the conversion of existing rural buildings 

which may already be of landscape, historic or architectural merit. 

This could enhance buildings, monuments, sites, places, areas and 

landscapes of heritage interest or cultural value (including their 

setting) and may act to save buildings or assets at risk. 

++  ✓    ✓   ✓   ✓ 

12.2 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and ?            ✓ 
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leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

Section 2f allows for the conversion of existing rural buildings 

which may already be of landscape, historic or architectural merit. 

It does not explicitly mention sites, features and areas of 

archaeological value. The impact would only be apparent when 

examining a planning application in detail. 

12.3 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

The policy states that proposals for new tourism and leisure 

facilities, or improvements/extensions to existing facilities, may be 

supported where proposals, where relevant include facilities which 

are open to the wider community, to enhance both accessibility and 

the range of facilities available. This may include cultural heritage 

assets, although without detailed proposals, impacts are uncertain. 

The impact would only be apparent when examining a planning 

application in detail. 

?            ✓ 
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SO13 13.1 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

The policy states that proposals in the countryside may be 

supported where the proposal:      

“2a Increases access, enjoyment and interpretation of the 

countryside, appropriately, sensitively and sustainably; 

2d Reflects the intrinsic quality and respects the character of the 

countryside by having regard to the Councils Landscape Guidance 

and any other relevant documents endorsed by the LPA; 

2e The proposal must follow a hierarchy of seeking firstly to avoid 

impacts, mitigate for impacts so as to make them insignificant on 

the local ecology, biodiversity, trees and hedgerows, or as a last 

resort compensate for losses that cannot be avoided or mitigated 

for; and 

2f Is of an appropriate scale for their context and/or comprise of the 

conversion of an existing rural building, of landscape, historic or 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   
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architectural merit.” 

This is consistent with conservation of the AONB and a minor 

positive effect has been identified. 

13.2 N/A N/A             

13.3 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

The policy states that proposals in the countryside may be 

supported where the proposal:      

“2a Increases access, enjoyment and interpretation of the 

countryside, appropriately, sensitively and sustainably; 

2d Reflects the intrinsic quality and respects the character of the 

countryside by having regard to the Councils Landscape Guidance 

and any other relevant documents endorsed by the LPA; 

2e The proposal must follow a hierarchy of seeking firstly to avoid 

impacts, mitigate for impacts so as to make them insignificant on 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   
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the local ecology, biodiversity, trees and hedgerows, or as a last 

resort compensate for losses that cannot be avoided or mitigated 

for; and 

2f Is of an appropriate scale for their context and/or comprise of the 

conversion of an existing rural building, of landscape, historic or 

architectural merit.” 

This is consistent with protection and enhancement of any 

settlement and its setting within the landscape and a minor positive 

effect has been identified. 

13.4 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

The policy states that proposals in the countryside may be 

supported where the proposal:      

“2a Increases access, enjoyment and interpretation of the 

countryside, appropriately, sensitively and sustainably; 

2d Reflects the intrinsic quality and respects the character of the 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   
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countryside by having regard to the Councils Landscape Guidance 

and any other relevant documents endorsed by the LPA; 

2e The proposal must follow a hierarchy of seeking firstly to avoid 

impacts, mitigate for impacts so as to make them insignificant on 

the local ecology, biodiversity, trees and hedgerows, or as a last 

resort compensate for losses that cannot be avoided or mitigated 

for; and 

2f Is of an appropriate scale for their context and/or comprise of the 

conversion of an existing rural building, of landscape, historic or 

architectural merit.” 

This is consistent with protect and enhance landscape character 

and a minor positive effect has been identified. 

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

This policy is supportive of tourism and leisure development, 

?            ✓ 
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providing certain criteria are met.  This may improve the resilience 

of business and the economy, although the impact would only be 

clear at the detailed proposal stage. The impact would only be 

apparent when examining a planning application in detail. 

14.3 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

This policy is supportive of tourism and leisure development, 

providing certain criteria are met.  This may promote growth in key 

sectors, although the impact would only be clear at the detailed 

proposal stage. The impact would only be apparent when 

examining a planning application in detail. 

?            ✓ 

14.4 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

This policy is supportive of tourism and leisure development, 

providing certain criteria are met.  This may improve economic 

performance in disadvantaged areas, although the impact would 

?            ✓ 
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only be clear at the detailed proposal stage. The impact would only 

be apparent when examining a planning application in detail. 

14.5 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

This policy is supportive of tourism and leisure development, 

providing certain criteria are met.  This may encourage rural 

diversification, although the impact would only be clear at the 

detailed proposal stage. The impact would only be apparent when 

examining a planning application in detail. 

?            ✓ 

14.6 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

This policy is supportive of tourism and leisure development, 

providing certain criteria are met.  This may encourage indigenous 

business, although the impact would only be clear at the detailed 

proposal stage. The impact would only be apparent when 

examining a planning application in detail. 

?            ✓ 
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14.7 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

This policy is supportive of tourism and leisure development, 

providing certain criteria are met.  This may encourage inward 

investment, although the impact would only be clear at the detailed 

proposal stage. The impact would only be apparent when 

examining a planning application in detail. 

?            ✓ 

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

The policy promotes the development of facilities within both urban 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  
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and rural locations. Section 1(a) (c) promote local employment 

opportunities and also commits to favouring development which is 

in close proximity to transport hubs. A minor positive effect has 

therefore been identified. 

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 N/A  N/A             

16.2 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

Section 1c supports facilities which would be developed in close 

proximity to public transport, which for those that work at the 

leisure and tourism facilities, would improve accessibility to work by 

public transport, walking and cycling. A minor positive effect has 

therefore been identified. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  



 

Page 247 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability  
Appraisal: Annex C 

 

   

 

Sustainability 
Criteria  

Commentary 

Im
pa

ct
  

Temporal Spatial Perma-
nency Uncertainty 

Sh
or

t 

M
ed

iu
m

 

Lo
ng

 

U
rb

an
 

R
ur

al
 

B
ot

h 

St
ra

te
gi

c 

Pe
rm

an
en

t 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 

Lo
w

 

M
ed

iu
m

 

H
ig

h 

16.3 The policy refers to tourism and leisure, including new tourism and 

leisure facilities, improvements/extensions to existing facilities and 

proposals in the countryside.  

Section 1c supports facilities which would be developed in close 

proximity to public transport, which would promote the use of 

sustainable travel modes and reduce dependence on the private 

car.  A minor positive effect has therefore been identified. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 
 

The Policy supports the tourism economy in the District and requires new tourism attractions and 
facilities to provide benefits to the residents of the Districts and has criteria to ensure that 
development is sustainable. The appraisal of the Policy identifies a recommendation that the Policy 
makes reference to sites, features and areas of archaeological value, which could be of value to the 
leisure and tourism industry. 
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LP15 – Countryside Tourist Accommodation 
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Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
Table 16: Policy LP15 
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SO1 1.1 N/A N/A             

1.2 N/A N/A             

1.3 N/A N/A             

1.4 N/A N/A             

1.5 N/A N/A             

1.6 N/A N/A             

1.7 N/A N/A             

1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 N/A N/A             
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1.10 N/A N/A             

1.11 N/A N/A             

1.12 N/A N/A             

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 N/A N/A             

3.2 N/A N/A             

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             
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3.5 N/A N/A             

SO4 4.1 The policy refers to countryside tourist accommodation and holiday 

accommodation.  

The policy states that: “The Councils should only support the 

removal of a holiday occupancy condition if evidence is provided 

that there is no demand for the tourist accommodation, and it has 

been marketed for 12 months.” 

In the case that such condition is removed, it is possible that the 

unit would contribute to meeting the housing requirements of the 

whole community, although the effect is uncertain. The impact 

would only be apparent when examining a planning application in 

detail. 

?            ✓ 

4.2 N/A N/A             

4.3 N/A N/A             

4.4 N/A N/A             
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4.5 N/A N/A             

4.6 N/A N/A             

SO5 5.1 N/A N/A             

5.2 N/A N/A             

5.3 N/A N/A             

5.4 N/A N/A             

5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 N/A N/A             

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 N/A N/A             
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SO6 6.1 N/A N/A             

6.2 N/A N/A             

6.3 N/A N/A             

6.4 N/A N/A             

SO7 7.1 N/A N/A             

7.2 N/A N/A             

7.3 N/A N/A             

7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A             
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8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 N/A N/A             

8.4 N/A N/A             

SO9 9.1 N/A N/A             

9.2 N/A N/A             

9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 N/A N/A             

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             

10.2 N/A N/A             

10.3 N/A N/A             
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10.4 N/A N/A             

10.5 N/A N/A             

10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A             

11.2 N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A             

11.4 N/A N/A             

11.5 N/A N/A             

11.6 N/A N/A             
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11.7 N/A N/A             

11.8 N/A N/A             

11.9 N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 N/A N/A             

12.2 N/A N/A             

12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 N/A N/A             

13.2 N/A N/A             

13.4 N/A N/A             

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             
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14.2 N/A N/A             

14.3 The policy refers to countryside tourist accommodation and holiday 

accommodation.  

The policy seeks to protect existing countryside accommodation 

and allow for growth, subject to meeting a number of criteria. 

Tourism is a key sector within the Districts and this policy therefore 

has a minor positive effect on the promotion of growth in key 

sectors. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓    ✓ ✓   

14.4 The policy refers to countryside tourist accommodation and holiday 

accommodation.  

The policy seeks to protect existing countryside accommodation 

and allow for growth, subject to meeting a number of criteria. 

It is possible that this would improve economic performance I 

disadvantaged areas, although without detailed proposals, this 

impact is uncertain. The impact would only be apparent when 

?            ✓ 
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examining a planning application in detail. 

14.5 The policy refers to countryside tourist accommodation and holiday 

accommodation.  

The policy seeks to protect existing countryside accommodation 

and allow for growth, subject to meeting a number of criteria. 

It is possible that this would encourage rural diversification, 

although without detailed proposals, this impact is uncertain. The 

impact would only be apparent when examining a planning 

application in detail. 

?            ✓ 

14.6 The policy refers to countryside tourist accommodation and holiday 

accommodation.  

The policy seeks to protect existing countryside accommodation 

and allow for growth, subject to meeting a number of criteria. 

It is possible that this would encourage indigenous business, 

although without detailed proposals, this impact is uncertain. The 

impact would only be apparent when examining a planning 

?            ✓ 
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application in detail. 

14.7 The policy refers to countryside tourist accommodation and holiday 

accommodation.  

The policy seeks to protect existing countryside accommodation 

and allow for growth, subject to meeting a number of criteria. 

It is possible that this would encourage inward investment, 

although without detailed proposals, this impact is uncertain. The 

impact would only be apparent when examining a planning 

application in detail. 

?            ✓ 

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             
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15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 N/A N/A             

16.2 N/A N/A             

16.3 N/A N/A             

16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

No proposed mitigation measures are recommended at this stage. 
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3.3 Policies related to the Environment 

Local Policies - Environment 

LP16 - Environmental Protection 
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Significant, Temporal & Secondary Effects 
Table 17: Policy LP16 
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SO1 1.1 N/A N/A             

1.2 Criterion 2a seeks to prevent/reduce all forms of possible pollution.  
This has a generally positive impact, however with a degree of 
uncertainty, since it recognises that pollution could worsen.   

? ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

1.3 N/A N/A             

1.4 Criterion 2a seeks to prevent/reduce all forms of possible pollution.  
This has a generally positive impact, however with a degree of 
uncertainty, since it recognises that pollution could worsen.   

? ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

1.5 Criterion 2a seeks to prevent/reduce all forms of possible pollution.  
This has a generally positive impact, however with a degree of 
uncertainty, since it recognises that pollution could worsen.  

? ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

1.6 Criterion 2a seeks to prevent/reduce all forms of possible pollution.  
This has a generally positive impact, however with a degree of 
uncertainty, since it recognises that pollution could worsen. 

? ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

1.7 Criterion 2a seeks to prevent/reduce all forms of possible pollution.  
This has a generally positive impact, however with a degree of 
uncertainty, since it recognises that pollution could worsen. 

? ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

1.8 N/A N/A             
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1.9 Criterion 2a seeks to prevent/reduce all forms of possible pollution 
(including noise and odour), ensuring positive impacts on this 
objective. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓   

1.10 N/A N/A             

1.11 1a has provisions to minimise the loss of the best and most 
versatile agricultural land and to prioritise development on 
previously developed land.  However, the policy does not explicitly 
protect existing open and natural spaces. There will be indirect 
positive effects as a result. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   

1.12 N/A N/A             

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 N/A N/A             

3.2 N/A N/A             

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 N/A N/A             
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SO4 4.1 N/A N/A             

4.2 N/A N/A             

4.3 N/A N/A             

4.4 N/A N/A             

4.5 N/A N/A             

4.6 N/A N/A             

SO5 5.1 Criteria 3a and 3b explicitly aim to protect and enhance water 
resources. ++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓   

5.2 Criterion 3b explicitly states that development proposals will need to 
demonstrate how they protect and enhance groundwater, surface 
water features and control aquatic pollution “help achieve the 
objectives of the Water Framework Directive.” 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓   

5.3 Criterion 3b explicitly states that development proposals will need to 
demonstrate how they protect and enhance groundwater, surface 
water features and control aquatic pollution “help achieve the 
objectives of the Water Framework Directive.”   

This would ensure the protection and improvement of the quality of 
inland waters. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓   

5.4 Criterion 3b explicitly states that development proposals will need to 
demonstrate how they protect and enhance groundwater, surface 
water features and control aquatic pollution “help achieve the 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓   
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objectives of the Water Framework Directive.” 

It does not, however, specify protection and improvement of the 
quality of coastal waters which is recommended. 

5.5 Criterion 3a addresses water related impacts for the construction 
phase of the development. Criterion 3b implies this over the 
lifecycle of the development. There will be positive effects as a 
result. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓ 

5.6 Criterion 3b states that: “Development proposals will need to 
demonstrate it protects and enhances groundwater, surface water 
features and controls aquatic pollution to help achieve the 
objectives of the Water Framework Directive”.   

It is therefore implied that it will maintain water availability or water 
dependent habitats.   

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓ 

5.7 Criterion 3b states that: “Development proposals will need to 
demonstrate it protects and enhances groundwater, surface water 
features and controls aquatic pollution to help achieve the 
objectives of the Water Framework Directive”.   

It is therefore implied that it will ensure the provision of sufficient 
water supply and treatment infrastructure is in place.   

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓ 

5.8 Criterion 3b states that: “Development proposals will need to 
demonstrate it protects and enhances groundwater, surface water 
features and controls aquatic pollution to help achieve the 
objectives of the Water Framework Directive”.   

It is therefore implied that it will incorporate sustainable design and 
construction techniques.   

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓ 
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SO6 6.1 Criterion 2a states: “Prevent, or where not practicable, reduce all 
forms of possible pollution including, but not limited to; air…” 

It therefore seeks to protect air quality, but not to improve it. 
+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓ 

6.2 Criterion 2a states: “Prevent, or where not practicable, reduce all 
forms of possible pollution including, but not limited to; air, land, 
ground and surface water, odour, noise, light and any other general 
amenity…” 

It is therefore implicit that it will reduce noise pollution caused by 
traffic and commercial uses. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓   

6.3 Criterion 2a states: “Prevent, or where not practicable, reduce all 
forms of possible pollution including, but not limited to; air, land, 
ground and surface water, odour, noise, light and any other general 
amenity…”. 

It is therefore implicit that it will avoid exacerbating existing air 
quality issues in designated AQMAs. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓   

6.4 Criterion 2a states: “Prevent, or where not practicable, reduce all 
forms of possible pollution including, but not limited to; air, land, 
ground and surface water, odour, noise, light and any other general 
amenity…”. 

It is therefore suggestive of the incorporation of sustainable design 
and construction techniques. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓   

SO7 7.1 Criterion 1a has provisions to minimise the loss of the best and 
most versatile agricultural land and to prioritise development on 
previously developed land.  However, the policy does not explicitly 
state that it will minimise the loss of open countryside to 
development. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   
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7.2 Criterion 1a has provisions to minimise the loss of the best and 
most versatile agricultural land and to prioritise development on 
previously developed land.   

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   

7.3 Criterion 1a seeks to prioritise development on previously 
developed land.  ++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   

7.4 Criterion 1a has provisions to minimise the loss of the best and 
most versatile agricultural land and to prioritise development on 
previously developed land.   

Criterion 1d states: “Where necessary, development will include 
measures to remediate land affected by contamination…”. 

Criterion 2a states: “Prevent, or where not practicable, reduce all 
forms of possible pollution including, but not limited to; air, land, 
ground and surface water, odour, noise, light and any other general 
amenity…”. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓   

7.5 Criterion 1b states: “Development will contribute towards making 
more efficient use or re-use of existing resources and reducing the 
lifecycle impact of materials used in construction.”   

This implies sustainable use of minerals. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓   

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A             

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 Criterion 1b states: “Development will contribute towards making 
more efficient use or re-use of existing resources and reducing the 
lifecycle impact of materials used in construction.”   

This implies sustainable use of materials but stops short of using 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓ 
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the terms recycling.  Under the waste hierarchy, re-use and 
recycling are different terms. 

8.4 Criterion 1b states: “Development will contribute towards making 
more efficient use or re-use of existing resources and reducing the 
lifecycle impact of materials used in construction.”   

This implies that sustainable design and construction techniques 
will be employed. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓   

SO9 9.1 Criterion 1b states: “Development will contribute towards making 
more efficient use or re-use of existing resources and reducing the 
lifecycle impact of materials used in construction.”   

This implies a low-carbon approach to development. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓   

9.2 Criterion 1b states: “Development will contribute towards making 
more efficient use or re-use of existing resources and reducing the 
lifecycle impact of materials used in construction.”   

This implies a low-carbon approach to development. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓   

9.3 Criterion 1b states: “Development will contribute towards making 
more efficient use or re-use of existing resources and reducing the 
lifecycle impact of materials used in construction.”   

This policy does not clearly refer to renewable energy. 

?            ✓ 

9.4 N/A N/A             

SO10 10.1 The policy refers to sustainable construction techniques regarding 
water: 

“3a. Development will be required to comply with the SCC 
Construction Surface Water Management Plan (or updates if 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓   
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appropriate) 

This suggests appropriate flood management in the construction 
phase.  

10.2 The policy refers to sustainable construction techniques regarding 
water: 

“3a. Development will be required to comply with the SCC 
Construction Surface Water Management Plan (or updates if 
appropriate) 

This suggests appropriate flood management in the construction 
phase.   

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓   

10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 N/A N/A             

10.5 The policy refers to sustainable design and construction techniques 
with regard to water: 

“3a. Development will be required to comply with the SCC 
Construction Surface Water Management Plan (or updates if 
appropriate) 

3b. Development proposals will need to demonstrate it protects and 
enhances groundwater, surface water features and controls aquatic 
pollution to help achieve the objectives of the Water Framework 
Directive” 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓   

10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 N/A N/A             
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SO11 11.1 This policy does not specifically refer to conserving and enhancing 
biodiversity and geodiversity.  Sections 2 and 3 may contribute to 
protecting European designated nature sites, ensuring minor 
positive effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

11.2 This policy does not specifically refer to conserving and enhancing 
biodiversity and geodiversity.  Sections 2 and 3 may contribute to 
protecting nationally designated nature sites, ensuring minor 
positive effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

11.3 This policy does not specifically refer to conserving and enhancing 
biodiversity and geodiversity.  Sections 2 and 3 may contribute to 
protecting regionally designated nature sites. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

11.4 This policy does not address disturbance or damage to protected 
species and their habitats.  Sections 2 and 3 may contribute to this 
objective, ensuring minor positive effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

11.5 N/A N/A             

11.6 1a has provisions to minimise the loss of the best and most 
versatile agricultural land and to prioritise development on 
previously developed land.  It would therefore follow that this would 
not have a negative impact on farmland birds. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

11.7 Criterion 1a has provisions to minimise the loss of the best and 
most versatile agricultural land and to prioritise development on 
previously developed land.  It does not state whether it will protect 
and enhance sites, features and areas of geological value in both 
urban and rural areas. 

? ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 
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11.8 The creation of new habitat is not addressed in this policy. 0             

11.9 Provisions to maintain or enhance biodiversity are not explicitly 
addressed in this policy, however, any prevention of pollution and 
compliance with the Water Framework Directive could positively 
impact on biodiversity. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

SO12 12.1 Criterion 2a seeks to “Prevent, or where not practicable, reduce all 
forms of possible pollution”, including “any other general amenity, 
including public amenity and visual amenity impacts.”    

This is consistent with a desire to protect buildings, monuments, 
sites, places, areas and landscapes of heritage interest or cultural 
value (including their setting) meriting consideration in planning 
decisions. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

12.2 Criterion 1a states: “Development on previously development land 
will be prioritised, where appropriate, to minimise the loss of the 
best and most versatile agricultural land.” 

Criterion 2a seeks to “Prevent, or where not practicable, reduce all 
forms of possible pollution”, including “any other general amenity, 
including public amenity and visual amenity impacts.”    

This could be consistent with a desire to protect and enhance sites, 
features and areas of archaeological value in both urban and rural 
areas. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

12.3 Criterion 2a seeks to “Prevent, or where not practicable, reduce all 
forms of possible pollution”, including “any other general amenity, 
including public amenity and visual amenity impacts.”    

This is consistent with a desire to protect cultural heritage assets. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 
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SO13 13.1 This policy does not specifically refer to conserving and enhancing 
the quality and local distinctiveness of landscapes and townscapes. 
Sections1, 2 and 3 may contribute to conserving the AONB, 
ensuring a minor positive effect. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

13.2 Criterion 1a states: “Development on previously development land 
will be prioritised, where appropriate, to minimise the loss of the 
best and most versatile agricultural land.” 

This promotes a reduction in the amount of derelict, degraded and 
underused land. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

13.3 The policy seeks to protect the environment.  It is likely to be 
consistent with protecting landscape character. + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

13.4 The policy seeks to protect the environment.  It is likely to be 
consistent with protecting landscape character. + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 N/A N/A             

14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 N/A N/A             

14.5 N/A N/A             

14.6 N/A N/A             

14.7 N/A N/A             
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14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 N/A N/A             

16.2 N/A N/A             

16.3 N/A N/A             

16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

No proposed mitigation measures are recommended at this stage. 
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SO1 1.1 N/A N/A             

1.2 Protection of biodiversity is likely to encourage healthy lifestyles 
where people can benefit from the ecosystem services provided 
e.g. access to GI and walks in nature or cleaner air. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   

1.3 N/A N/A             

1.4 There is potential to contribute to the green infrastructure network. 
Protection of biodiversity is not always compatible with access to 
the open countryside. 

? ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓ ✓    ✓ 

1.5 There is potential to contribute to the green infrastructure network. 
Protection of biodiversity is not always compatible with access to 
public open space. 

? ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

1.6 N/A N/A             

1.7 N/A N/A             

1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 N/A N/A             

1.10 N/A N/A             
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1.11 The policy may act to retain and enhance existing open and natural 
spaces. + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

1.12 N/A N/A             

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 N/A N/A             

3.2 N/A N/A             

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 N/A N/A             

SO4 4.1 N/A N/A             

4.2 N/A N/A             

4.3 N/A N/A             

4.4 N/A N/A             
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4.5 N/A N/A             

4.6 N/A N/A             

SO5 5.1 This policy seeks to protect and enhance biodiversity and states 
that development proposals will be supported where: “They 
maintain and contribute to the enhancement of biodiversity and 
geological conservation interests including Priority habitats and 
species. Enhancement for biodiversity should be commensurate 
with the scale of development. For example, such enhancement 
could include watercourse improvements to benefit biodiversity and 
improve water quality, habitat creation, wildlife links (including as 
part of green or blue infrastructure) and building design which 
creates wildlife habitat (e.g. green roofs, hedgehog friendly fencing, 
bird, insect and/or bat boxes) relevant to local conservation 
priorities.” 

This acts to protect and enhance water resources. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   

5.2 This policy seeks to protect and enhance biodiversity and discusses 
how schemes could include watercourse improvements to benefit 
biodiversity and improve water quality.  This will support the 
achievement of the Water Framework Directive. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   

5.3 This policy seeks to protect and enhance biodiversity and discusses 
how schemes could include watercourse improvements to benefit 
biodiversity and improve water quality.  This may result in an 
improvement to the quality of inland waters. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

5.4 This policy seeks to protect and enhance biodiversity and discusses 
how schemes could include watercourse improvements to benefit 
biodiversity and improve water quality.  This may result in an 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 
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improvement to the quality of coastal waters. 

5.5 This policy seeks to protect and enhance biodiversity and states 
that development proposals will be supported where: “They 
maintain and contribute to the enhancement of biodiversity and 
geological conservation interests including Priority habitats and 
species. Enhancement for biodiversity should be commensurate 
with the scale of development. For example, such enhancement 
could include watercourse improvements to benefit biodiversity and 
improve water quality, habitat creation, wildlife links (including as 
part of green or blue infrastructure) and building design which 
creates wildlife habitat (e.g. green roofs, hedgehog friendly fencing, 
bird, insect and/or bat boxes) relevant to local conservation 
priorities.” This ensures significant positive effects, however these 
could be maximised with the following recommendation: 

 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

5.6 This policy seeks to protect and enhance biodiversity, including that 
present on water dependent habitats. It also states that 
development proposals will be supported where: “They maintain 
and contribute to the enhancement of biodiversity and geological 
conservation interests including Priority habitats and species. 
Enhancement for biodiversity should be commensurate with the 
scale of development. For example, such enhancement could 
include watercourse improvements to benefit biodiversity and 
improve water quality, habitat creation, wildlife links (including as 
part of green or blue infrastructure) and building design which 
creates wildlife habitat (e.g. green roofs, hedgehog friendly fencing, 
bird, insect and/or bat boxes) relevant to local conservation 
priorities.” 

Any SuDS schemes would also maintain water availability and may 
protect/enhance/create water dependent habitats. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 
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5.7 At present, the policy does not suggest that it will ensure the 
provision of sufficient water supply and treatment infrastructure. + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

5.8 Sustainable design and construction techniques are not mentioned 
in this policy. + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

SO6 6.1 This policy seeks to protect and enhance biodiversity.  This may act 
to protect and enhance air quality. 

The policy also states that development proposals will be supported 
where, “They plan positively for the creation, protection, 
enhancement and management of local networks of biodiversity 
with stepping stones that connect areas.  Where possible, link to 
existing green infrastructure networks and areas identified by local 
partnerships for habitat restoration or creation so that these 
ecological networks will be more resilient to current and future 
pressures.” 

Evidence suggests that trees and plants can play a role in 
improving air quality, so this policy has potential to protect and 
improve air quality. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

6.2 N/A N/A             

6.3 N/A N/A             

6.4 The policy also states that development proposals will be supported 
where, “They plan positively for the creation, protection, 
enhancement and management of local networks of biodiversity 
with stepping stones that connect areas.  Where possible, link to 
existing green infrastructure networks and areas identified by local 
partnerships for habitat restoration or creation so that these 
ecological networks will be more resilient to current and future 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 



 

Page 283 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability  
Appraisal: Annex C 

 

   

 

Sustainability 
Criteria  

Commentary 

Im
pa

ct
  

Temporal Spatial Perma-
nency Uncertainty 

Sh
or

t 

M
ed

iu
m

 

Lo
ng

 

U
rb

an
 

R
ur

al
 

B
ot

h 

St
ra

te
gi

c 

Pe
rm

an
en

t 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 

Lo
w

 

M
ed

iu
m

 

H
ig

h 

pressures.” 

There is no link to the policy on sustainable design and 
construction. This is covered within other Plan policy. 

SO7 7.1 The policy only supports development proposal where: “Significant 
weight has been given to the protection of designated and potential 
designated sites.  Proposed development which is likely to have an 
adverse impact upon designated and potential designated sites, or 
that will result in the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable habitats 
(such as ancient woodland) will not be supported.” 

This by default will minimise the loss of open countryside to 
development where this land has a designation, potential 
designation, or where it forms a buffer zone to protect the 
designated sites.  It will minimise the loss of open countryside to 
development in certain circumstances. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   

7.2 N/A N/A             

7.3 N/A N/A             

7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A             

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 N/A N/A             
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8.4 N/A N/A             

SO9 9.1 N/A N/A             

9.2 N/A N/A             

9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 N/A N/A             

SO10 10.1 This policy seeks to protect and enhance biodiversity.  This may act 
to minimise the risk of flooding to people and property from rivers 
and watercourses, where biodiversity protection maintains the 
ecosystem services associated with minimising flood vulnerability. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

10.2 This policy seeks to protect and enhance biodiversity.  This may act 
to minimise the risk of flooding to people and on the estuary, where 
biodiversity protection maintains the ecosystem services associated 
with minimising flood vulnerability. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

10.3 This policy seeks to protect and enhance biodiversity.  This may act 
to minimise estuarine erosion, where biodiversity protection 
maintains the ecosystem services associated with minimising flood 
vulnerability. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

10.4 This policy seeks to protect and enhance biodiversity.  This may act 
to minimise the risk damage to people and property from extreme 
weather events, where biodiversity protection maintains the 
ecosystem services associated with minimising flood vulnerability. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

10.5 The policy states that development proposals will be supported + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 
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where: “They maintain and contribute to the enhancement of 
biodiversity and geological conservation interests including Priority 
habitats and species. Enhancement for biodiversity should be 
commensurate with the scale of development. For example, such 
enhancement could include watercourse improvements to benefit 
biodiversity and improve water quality, habitat creation, wildlife links 
(including as part of green or blue infrastructure) and building 
design which creates wildlife habitat (e.g. green roofs, hedgehog 
friendly fencing, bird, insect and/or bat boxes) relevant to local 
conservation priorities.” 

10.6 The policy states that development proposals will be supported 
where: “They maintain and contribute to the enhancement of 
biodiversity and geological conservation interests including Priority 
habitats and species. Enhancement for biodiversity should be 
commensurate with the scale of development. For example, such 
enhancement could include watercourse improvements to benefit 
biodiversity and improve water quality, habitat creation, wildlife links 
(including as part of green or blue infrastructure ) and building 
design which creates wildlife habitat (e.g. green roofs, hedgehog 
friendly fencing, bird, insect and/or bat boxes) relevant to local 
conservation priorities.” 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

10.7 There is no link to the policy sustainable urban drainage 
techniques. + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

SO11 11.1 The purpose of this policy is to maintain and enhance European 
designated nature conservation sites. ++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   

11.2 The purpose of this policy is to maintain and enhance nationally 
designated nature conservation sites. ++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   
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11.3 The purpose of this policy is to maintain and enhance locally 
designated nature conservation sites. ++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   

11.4 The purpose of this policy is to avoid disturbance or damage to 
protected species and their habitats. ++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   

11.5 This policy will help deliver the targets and actions for habitats and 
species within the Suffolk Biodiversity Action Plan. + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   

11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 The purpose of this policy is to protect and enhance sites, features 
and areas of geological value in both urban and rural areas.  ++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   

11.8 The policy states that development proposals will be supported 
where: “They plan positively for the creation, protection, 
enhancement and management of local networks of biodiversity 
with stepping stones that connect areas.  Where possible, link to 
existing green infrastructure networks and areas identified by local 
partnerships for habitat restoration or creation so that these 
ecological networks will be more resilient to current and future 
pressures. 

The policy further states that development proposals will be 
supported where: “They maintain and contribute to the 
enhancement of biodiversity and geological conservation interests 
including Priority habitats and species. Enhancement for 
biodiversity should be commensurate with the scale of 
development. For example, such enhancement could include 
watercourse improvements to benefit biodiversity and improve 
water quality, habitat creation, wildlife links (including as part of 
green or blue infrastructure ) and building design which creates 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 
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wildlife habitat (e.g. green roofs, hedgehog friendly fencing, bird, 
insect and/or bat boxes) relevant to local conservation priorities.” 

This promotes the creation of new habitat.  

11.9 The purpose of this policy is to maintain or enhance biodiversity. ++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   

SO12 12.1 N/A N/A             

12.2 N/A N/A             

12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 Through protection of biodiversity, this policy is likely to contribute 
to conserving the AONB. + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   

13.2 N/A N/A             

13.3 N/A N/A             

13.4 The policy seeks to protect biodiversity.  It is likely to be consistent 
with protecting landscape character. + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ 

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 N/A N/A             

14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 N/A N/A             
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14.5 N/A N/A             

14.6 N/A N/A             

14.7 N/A N/A             

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 N/A N/A             

16.2 N/A N/A             

16.3 N/A N/A             

16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

The Policy seeks to protect biodiversity and geodiversity.  The Policy or supporting text could 
reference the ecosystem benefits provided by biodiversity and the potential for developments to use 
biodiversity to reduce vulnerability and increase resilience to extreme weather events and flooding 
which may be caused by climate change e.g. through SuDS, green roofs, etc. Further, it is 
recommended that the Policy cover the potential for SuDS biodiversity gains.
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LP18 - Landscape
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Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
Table 19: Policy LP18 

Sustainability 
Criteria  
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SO1 1.1 N/A N/A             

1.2 Criterion 1a states that: Development in suitable locations which will 
not adversely affect and considers the likely cumulative effects on 
the natural environment including landscape character sensitivity 
and visual impacts of the proposal on the wider area (including 
effects on health, living conditions), and therefore seeks to 
encourage healthy lifestyles.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

1.3 N/A N/A             

1.4 N/A N/A             

1.5 N/A N/A             

1.6 N/A N/A             

1.7 N/A N/A             

1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 N/A N/A             

1.10 N/A N/A             

1.11 N/A N/A             
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1.12 N/A N/A             

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 N/A N/A             

3.2 N/A N/A             

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 N/A N/A             

SO4 4.1 N/A N/A             

4.2 N/A N/A             

4.3 N/A N/A             

4.4 N/A N/A             

4.5 N/A N/A             

4.6 N/A N/A             
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SO5 5.1 N/A N/A             

5.2 N/A N/A             

5.3 N/A N/A             

5.4 N/A N/A             

5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 N/A N/A             

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 N/A N/A             

SO6 6.1 N/A N/A             

6.2 N/A N/A             

6.3 N/A N/A             

6.4 N/A N/A             

SO7 7.1 The policy seeks to enhance and protect landscape value, which, 
by default, may minimise the loss of open countryside to 
development. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

7.2 N/A N/A             
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7.3 N/A N/A             

7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A             

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 N/A N/A             

8.4 N/A N/A             

SO9 9.1 N/A N/A             

9.2 N/A N/A             

9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 N/A N/A             

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             

10.2 N/A N/A             

10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 N/A N/A             
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10.5 N/A N/A             

10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A             

11.2 N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A             

11.4 N/A N/A             

11.5 N/A N/A             

11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             

11.8 N/A N/A             

11.9 N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 This policy seeks to enhance buildings, monuments, sites, places, 
areas and landscapes of heritage interest or cultural value 
(including their setting) meriting consideration in planning decisions. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

12.2 This policy seeks to enhance buildings, monuments, sites, places, 
areas and landscapes of heritage interest or cultural value 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
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(including their setting) meriting consideration in planning decisions 
but does not specifically refer to archaeological value. 

12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 This policy seeks to enhance buildings, monuments, sites, places, 
areas and landscapes of heritage interest or cultural value 
(including their setting) meriting consideration in planning decisions, 
which includes the AONBs. 

++             

13.2 N/A N/A             

13.3 This policy seeks to enhance buildings, monuments, sites, places, 
areas and landscapes of heritage interest or cultural value 
(including their setting) meriting consideration in planning decisions. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

13.4 This policy seeks to enhance buildings, monuments, sites, places, 
areas and landscapes of heritage interest or cultural value 
(including their setting) meriting consideration in planning decisions. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 N/A N/A             

14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 N/A N/A             

14.5 N/A N/A             

14.6 N/A N/A             
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14.7 N/A N/A             

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 N/A N/A             

16.2 N/A N/A             

16.3 N/A N/A             

16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

The Policy aims to protect the distinctiveness of landscapes across the Districts.  Without a local 
policy, landscapes which may be important at the local level and which are undesignated could be 
harmed by development. Within the appraisal of the Policy, it is recommended that the Policy make 
the link between landscape and archaeological value, reflecting historical landscapes.
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LP19 – Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
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Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
Table 20: Policy LP19 

Sustainability 
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SO1 1.1 N/A N/A             

1.2 The policy states the following:  

“1b - Does not adversely affect the character, quality views and 
distinctiveness of the AONB or threaten public enjoyment of these 
areas; and 

1c - Supports the wider environmental, social and economic 
objectives as set out in the AONB Management Plan.” 

This aligns with promoting healthy lifestyles. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓   ✓  

1.3 N/A N/A             

1.4 The policy states the following:  

“1b - Does not adversely affect the character, quality views and 
distinctiveness of the AONB or threaten public enjoyment of these 
areas; and 

1c - Supports the wider environmental, social and economic 
objectives as set out in the AONB Management Plan.” 

This may increase access to open countryside. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓   ✓  

1.5 N/A N/A             

1.6 N/A N/A             
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1.7 N/A N/A             

1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 N/A N/A             

1.10 N/A N/A             

1.11 N/A N/A             

1.12 The policy states the following:  

“1b - Does not adversely affect the character, quality views and 
distinctiveness of the AONB or threaten public enjoyment of these 
areas; and 

1c - Supports the wider environmental, social and economic 
objectives as set out in the AONB Management Plan.” 

It therefore seeks to retain and enhance existing open and natural 
spaces. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓   ✓  

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 N/A N/A             

3.2 N/A N/A             
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3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 N/A N/A             

SO4 4.1 N/A N/A             

4.2 N/A N/A             

4.3 N/A N/A             

4.4 N/A N/A             

4.5 N/A N/A             

4.6 N/A N/A             

SO5 5.1 N/A N/A             

5.2 N/A N/A             

5.3 N/A N/A             

5.4 N/A N/A             

5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 N/A N/A             
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5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 N/A N/A             

SO6 6.1 N/A N/A             

6.2 N/A N/A             

6.3 N/A N/A             

6.4 N/A N/A             

SO7 7.1 The policy seeks to protect the AONB, thus minimises the loss of 
open countryside to development. ++ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

7.2 N/A N/A             

7.3 N/A N/A             

7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A             

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 N/A N/A             
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8.4 N/A N/A             

SO9 9.1 N/A N/A             

9.2 N/A N/A             

9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 N/A N/A             

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             

10.2 N/A N/A             

10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 N/A N/A             

10.5 N/A N/A             

10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A             

11.2 N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A             
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11.4 N/A N/A             

11.5 N/A N/A             

11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             

11.8 N/A N/A             

11.9 N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 The policy seeks to protect the AONBs, thus there will be significant 
positive effects resulting from this Policy. ++ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓ ✓   

12.2 N/A N/A             

12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 The policy seeks to protect the AONBs, thus there will be significant 
positive effects resulting from this Policy. ++ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓ ✓   

13.2 N/A N/A             

13.3 The policy seeks to protect the AONBs, thus there will be significant 
positive effects resulting from this Policy. ++ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓ ✓   

13.4 The policy seeks to protect the AONBs, thus there will be significant 
positive effects resulting from this Policy. ++ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓ ✓   
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SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 N/A N/A             

14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 N/A N/A             

14.5 N/A N/A             

14.6 N/A N/A             

14.7 N/A N/A             

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 N/A N/A             

16.2 N/A N/A             
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16.3 N/A N/A             

16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

No proposed mitigation measures are recommended at this stage.
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LP20 - The Historic Environment 
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Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
Table 21: Policy LP20 

Sustainability 
Criteria  
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SO1 1.1 N/A N/A 
            

1.2 N/A N/A 
            

1.3 N/A N/A 
            

1.4 N/A N/A 
            

1.5 LP20 includes support for re-use/redevelopment of heritage assets, 

including buildings at risk.  This may increase access to public open 

space however an uncertain impact has been identified dependent 

on location of development. 

?            ✓ 

1.6 LP20 includes support for re-use/redevelopment of heritage assets, 

including buildings at risk.  This may increase access to public open 

space however an uncertain impact has been identified dependent 

on location of development. 

?            ✓ 
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1.7 LP20 includes support for re-use/redevelopment of heritage assets, 

including buildings at risk.  This may increase access to public open 

space however an uncertain impact has been identified dependent 

on location of development. 

?            ✓ 

1.8 N/A N/A 
            

1.9 N/A N/A 
            

1.10 N/A N/A 
            

1.11 N/A N/A 
            

1.12 N/A N/A 
            

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A 
            

2.2 N/A N/A 
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2.3 N/A N/A 
            

SO3 3.1 N/A N/A 
            

3.2 N/A N/A 
            

3.3 N/A N/A 
            

3.4 N/A N/A 
            

3.5 N/A N/A 
            

SO4 4.1 N/A N/A 
            

4.2 N/A N/A 
            

4.3 N/A N/A 
            

4.4 N/A N/A 
            



 

Page 313 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability  
Appraisal: Annex C 

 

   

 

Sustainability 
Criteria  

Commentary 

Im
pa

ct
  

Temporal Spatial Perma-
nency Uncertainty 

Sh
or

t 

M
ed

iu
m

 

Lo
ng

 

U
rb

an
 

R
ur

al
 

B
ot

h 

St
ra

te
gi

c 

Pe
rm

an
en

t 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 

Lo
w

 

M
ed

iu
m

 

H
ig

h 

4.5 N/A N/A 
            

4.6 N/A N/A 
            

SO5 5.1 N/A N/A 
            

5.2 N/A N/A 
            

5.3 N/A N/A 
            

5.4 N/A N/A 
            

5.5 N/A N/A 
            

5.6 N/A N/A 
            

5.7 N/A N/A 
            

5.8 N/A N/A 
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SO6 6.1 N/A N/A 
            

6.2 N/A N/A 
            

6.3 N/A N/A 
            

6.4 N/A N/A 
            

SO7 7.1 N/A N/A 
            

7.2 N/A N/A 
            

7.3 N/A N/A 
            

7.4 N/A N/A 
            

7.5 N/A N/A 
            

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A 
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8.2 N/A N/A 
            

8.3 N/A N/A 
            

8.4 N/A N/A 
            

SO9 9.1 LP20 includes support for the enhanced environmental 

performance of heritage assets i.e. historic buildings, which may 

reduce energy consumption and an uncertain impact is identified. 
?            ✓ 

9.2 NA NA 
            

9.3 NA NA 
            

9.4 LP20 includes support for the enhanced environmental 

performance of heritage assets i.e. historic buildings, which may 

increase energy efficiency and an uncertain impact is identified. 
?            ✓ 

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A 
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10.2 N/A N/A 
            

10.3 N/A N/A 
            

10.4 N/A N/A 
            

10.5 N/A N/A 
            

10.6 LP20 includes support for the enhanced environmental 

performance of heritage assets i.e. historic buildings.  This may 

ensure that historic buildings and public spaces are retrofitted to 

respond to winter and summer temperatures, i.e. through 

ventilation, shading and landscaping.  An uncertain impact has 

been identified. 

?            ✓ 

10.7 N/A N/A 
            

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A 
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11.2 N/A N/A 
            

11.3 N/A N/A 
            

11.4 N/A N/A 
            

11.5 N/A N/A 
            

11.6 N/A N/A 
            

11.7 N/A N/A 
            

11.8 N/A N/A 
            

11.9 N/A N/A 
            

SO12 12.1 LP20 includes support for developments that safeguard, enhance 

and/or contribute to local distinctiveness 

LP20 includes support for re-use/redevelopment of heritage assets, 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓   
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including buildings at risk 

LP20 requires the contribution of heritage assets to the character of 

an area and sense of space to be given regard/special regard 

12.2 LP20 requires that all designated and non-designated heritage 

assets must be preserved, enhanced or conserved in accordance 

with statutory tests and their significance 
++ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓   

12.3 LP20 includes support for re-use/redevelopment of heritage assets, 

including buildings at risk + ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  ✓  

SO13 13.1 LP20 includes support for developments that safeguard enhance 

and/or contribute to local distinctiveness 

LP20 includes support for re-use/redevelopment of heritage assets, 

including buildings at risk 

 

LP20 requires the contribution of heritage assets to the character of 

an area and sense of space to be given regard/special regard 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓   

13.2 LP20 includes support for re-use/redevelopment of heritage assets, ?            ✓ 
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including buildings at risk, which may reduce the amount of derelict, 

degraded and underused land 

13.3 LP20 includes support for developments that safeguard, enhance 

and/or contribute to local distinctiveness 

LP20 includes support for re-use/redevelopment of heritage assets, 

including buildings at risk 

LP20 requires the contribution of heritage assets to the character of 

an area and sense of space to be given regard/special regard 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓   

13.4 LP20 includes support for developments that safeguard, enhance 

and/or contribute to local distinctiveness 

LP20 includes support for re-use/redevelopment of heritage assets, 

including buildings at risk 

LP20 requires the contribution of heritage assets to the character of 

an area and sense of space to be given regard/special regard 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓   

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A 
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14.2 N/A N/A 
            

14.3 N/A N/A 
            

14.4 N/A N/A 
            

14.5 N/A N/A 
            

14.6 N/A N/A 
            

14.7 N/A N/A 
            

14.8 N/A N/A 
            

14.9 N/A N/A 
            

14.10 N/A N/A 
            

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A 
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15.2 N/A N/A 
            

15.3 LP20 includes support for re-use/redevelopment of heritage assets, 

including buildings at risk.  This may enhance the viability and 

vitality of the Districts’ centres. 
?            ✓ 

SO16 16.1 N/A N/A 
            

16.2 N/A N/A 
            

16.3 N/A N/A 
            

16.4 N/A N/A 
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

No proposed mitigation measures are recommended at this stage. 
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LP21 – Change in Land Use for Equestrian or Other Animal/Rural Land 
Base Uses 
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Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
Table 22: Policy LP21 
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SO1 1.1 N/A N/A             

1.2 N/A N/A             

1.3 N/A N/A             

1.4 N/A N/A             

1.5 N/A N/A             

1.6 The policy potentially supports cultural use related to equestrian or 
other animal/rural land base uses. +            ✓ 

1.7 N/A N/A             

1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 Criterion 1d of the policy states: “There must be no significant 
detriment to amenity in terms of noise, odour, light or any other 
forms of pollution and disturbance.” Therefore, no impacts can be 
expected. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

1.10 N/A N/A             

1.11 Criterion 1f of the policy states: “The proposal must be able to 
integrate with existing features and respect and enhance the 
character of the surrounding landscape/area.” Therefore, no 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   
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impacts can be expected. 

1.12 N/A N/A             

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 This policy has the potential to reduce poverty and social exclusion 
in rural communities. There will therefore be indirect positive 
effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓    ✓ 

3.2 N/A N/A             

3.3 This policy has the potential to reduce poverty and social exclusion 
in rural communities. There will therefore be indirect positive 
effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓    ✓ 

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 N/A N/A             

SO4 4.1 Section 2 of the policy states: “Where a new equine or other related 
animal husbandry/rural land-based business use is proposed and 
residential accommodation is proposed, proposals must 
demonstrate a proven essential and necessary need to sufficiently 
justify new rural residential accommodation in the countryside to the 
Local Planning Authorities satisfaction.” There will therefore be 
indirect positive effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   
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4.2 N/A N/A             

4.3 Section 2 of the policy states: “Where a new equine or other related 
animal husbandry/rural land-based business use is proposed and 
residential accommodation is proposed, proposals must 
demonstrate a proven essential and necessary need to sufficiently 
justify new rural residential accommodation in the countryside to the 
Local Planning Authorities satisfaction.” There will therefore be 
indirect positive effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

4.4 N/A N/A             

4.5 N/A N/A             

4.6 N/A N/A             

SO5 5.1 Criterion 1d of the policy states: “There must be no significant 
detriment to amenity in terms of noise, odour, light or any other 
forms of pollution and disturbance.” Therefore there will be ‘no 
effects’ resulting from this Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

5.2 Criterion 1d of the policy states: “There must be no significant 
detriment to amenity in terms of noise, odour, light or any other 
forms of pollution and disturbance.” Therefore there will be ‘no 
effects’ resulting from this Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

5.3 Criterion 1d of the policy states: “There must be no significant 
detriment to amenity in terms of noise, odour, light or any other 
forms of pollution and disturbance.” Therefore there will be ‘no 
effects’ resulting from this Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   
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5.4 Criterion 1d of the policy states: “There must be no significant 
detriment to amenity in terms of noise, odour, light or any other 
forms of pollution and disturbance.” Therefore there will be ‘no 
effects’ resulting from this Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 1d of the policy states: “There must be no significant detriment to 
amenity in terms of noise, odour, light or any other forms of 
pollution and disturbance.” Therefore there will be ‘no effects’ 
resulting from this Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 There is no direct link to sustainable design and construction 
techniques; however this is covered within other Plan policy.  0            ✓ 

SO6 6.1 Criterion 1d of the policy states: “There must be no significant 
detriment to amenity in terms of noise, odour, light or any other 
forms of pollution and disturbance.” Therefore there will be ‘no 
effects’ resulting from this Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

6.2 Criterion 1d of the policy states: “There must be no significant 
detriment to amenity in terms of noise, odour, light or any other 
forms of pollution and disturbance.” Therefore there will be ‘no 
effects’ resulting from this Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

6.3 Criterion 1d of the policy states: “There must be no significant 
detriment to amenity in terms of noise, odour, light or any other 
forms of pollution and disturbance.” Therefore there will be ‘no 
effects’ resulting from this Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   
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6.4 There is no direct link to sustainable design and construction 
techniques; however this is covered within other Plan policy. 0            ✓ 

SO7 7.1 Criterion 1c of the policy states: “The layout, size, scale, design, 
materials and siting of any proposed building or equipment 
(including lighting and means of enclosure) must not create serious 
adverse impact on the natural and local environment or the 
appearance of the locality. Proposals should re-use existing 
buildings first where appropriate and any new buildings should be 
located in or adjacent to an existing group of buildings to have 
minimal impact within the landscape.” This ensures minor indirect 
positive effects. 

+            ✓ 

7.2 Criterion 1i of the policy states: The proposal should not result in 
the irreversible loss of best and most versatile agricultural land or 
productive agricultural land and it can be demonstrated to the 
satisfaction of the Local Planning Authority that there are no 
suitable alternative sites on lower grade land. 

N/A             

7.3 Criterion 1i of the policy states: The proposal should not result in 
the irreversible loss of best and most versatile agricultural land or 
productive agricultural land and it can be demonstrated to the 
satisfaction of the Local Planning Authority that there are no 
suitable alternative sites on lower grade land. 

N/A             

7.4 Criterion 1d of the policy states: “There must be no significant 
detriment to amenity in terms of noise, odour, light or any other 
forms of pollution and disturbance.” Therefore there will be ‘no 
effects’ resulting from this Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

7.5 There is no direct link to sustainable design and construction 
techniques; however this is covered within other Plan policy.  0            ✓ 
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SO8 8.1 Criterion 1e of the policy states: “The proposal must be able to 
include satisfactory scheme for the disposal of waste (if 
appropriate);” Therefore there will be ‘no effects’ resulting from this 
Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

8.2 Criterion 1e of the policy states: “The proposal must be able to 
include satisfactory scheme for the disposal of waste (if 
appropriate);” Therefore there will be ‘no effects’ resulting from this 
Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

8.3 Criterion 1e of the policy states: “The proposal must be able to 
include satisfactory scheme for the disposal of waste (if 
appropriate);” Therefore there will be ‘no effects’ resulting from this 
Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

8.4 There is no direct link to sustainable design and construction 
techniques; however this is covered within other Plan policy.  0            ✓ 

SO9 9.1 The policy does not address its contribution to climate change; 
however this is covered within other Plan policy. 0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

9.2 The policy does not address its contribution to climate change; 
however this is covered within other Plan policy. 0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

9.3 The policy does not address its contribution to climate change; 
however this is covered within other Plan policy. 0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

9.4 The policy does not address its contribution to climate change; 
however this is covered within other Plan policy. 0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             
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10.2 N/A N/A             

10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 N/A N/A             

10.5 N/A N/A             

10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1 The policy states:  

“g. The proposal must not adversely affect or damage any 
significant trees and hedgerows that contribute to the environmental 
quality and visual amenity benefits of the rural location; 

h. The proposal must not create significant detriment to biodiversity, 
geodiversity or the interlinked surroundings” 

This is consistent with protecting designated nature conservation 
sites. Therefore there will be ‘no effects’ resulting from this Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

11.2 The policy states:  

“g. The proposal must not adversely affect or damage any 
significant trees and hedgerows that contribute to the environmental 
quality and visual amenity benefits of the rural location; 

h. The proposal must not create significant detriment to biodiversity, 
geodiversity or the interlinked surroundings” 

This is consistent protecting designated nature conservation sites. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   
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Therefore there will be ‘no effects’ resulting from this Policy. 

11.3 The policy states:  

“g. The proposal must not adversely affect or damage any 
significant trees and hedgerows that contribute to the environmental 
quality and visual amenity benefits of the rural location; 

h. The proposal must not create significant detriment to biodiversity, 
geodiversity or the interlinked surroundings” 

This is consistent protecting designated nature conservation sites. 
Therefore there will be ‘no effects’ resulting from this Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

11.4 The policy states:  

“g. The proposal must not adversely affect or damage any 
significant trees and hedgerows that contribute to the environmental 
quality and visual amenity benefits of the rural location; 

h. The proposal must not create significant detriment to biodiversity, 
geodiversity or the interlinked surroundings” 

This will not undermine the delivery of BAP objectives. Therefore 
there will be ‘no effects’ resulting from this Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

11.5 The policy states:  

“g. The proposal must not adversely affect or damage any 
significant trees and hedgerows that contribute to the environmental 
quality and visual amenity benefits of the rural location; 

h. The proposal must not create significant detriment to biodiversity, 
geodiversity or the interlinked surroundings” 

This policy seeks to avoid disturbance or damage to protected 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   
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species and their habitats. 

11.6 The policy states:  

“g. The proposal must not adversely affect or damage any 
significant trees and hedgerows that contribute to the environmental 
quality and visual amenity benefits of the rural location; 

h. The proposal must not create significant detriment to biodiversity, 
geodiversity or the interlinked surroundings” 

This is consistent with the conservation of farmland birds. Therefore 
there will be ‘no effects’ resulting from this Policy. 

N/A             

11.7 The policy states:  

“g. The proposal must not adversely affect or damage any 
significant trees and hedgerows that contribute to the environmental 
quality and visual amenity benefits of the rural location; 

h. The proposal must not create significant detriment to biodiversity, 
geodiversity or the interlinked surroundings” 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

11.8 There is no mention of new habitat creation in the Policy; however 
this is covered within other Plan policy. 0            ✓ 

11.9 The policy states:  

“g. The proposal must not adversely affect or damage any 
significant trees and hedgerows that contribute to the environmental 
quality and visual amenity benefits of the rural location; 

h. The proposal must not create significant detriment to biodiversity, 
geodiversity or the interlinked surroundings” 

The policy should act to maintain biodiversity but does not include 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   
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provisions to enhance it. Therefore there will be ‘no effects’ 
resulting from this Policy. 

SO12 12.1 The policy states:  

“1a. The location, size and scale of the site must be appropriate 
and necessary for the proposal in question; 

1b. The site must be sensitively sited to protect the amenity of the 
locality from an environmental and social perspective” Therefore 
there will be ‘no effects’ resulting from this Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

12.2 The policy states:  

“1a. The location, size and scale of the site must be appropriate 
and necessary for the proposal in question; 

1b. The site must be sensitively sited to protect the amenity of the 
locality from an environmental and social perspective 

1f. The proposal must be able to integrate with existing features 
and respect and enhance the character of the surrounding 
landscape/area;” Therefore there will be ‘no effects’ resulting from 
this Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 The policy states: “1f. The proposal must be able to integrate with 
existing features and respect and enhance the character of the 
surrounding landscape/area;” Therefore there will be ‘no effects’ 
resulting from this Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

13.2 The policy allows for the use of derelict, degraded and underused 
land. ++ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   
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13.3 The policy states: “1f. The proposal must be able to integrate with 
existing features and respect and enhance the character of the 
surrounding landscape/area;” Therefore there will be ‘no effects’ 
resulting from this Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

13.4 The policy states: “1f. The proposal must be able to integrate with 
existing features and respect and enhance the character of the 
surrounding landscape/area;” Therefore there will be ‘no effects’ 
resulting from this Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

SO14 14.1 The policy allows for rural diversification and as such, could 
improve business development. Indirect positive effects have been 
identified as a result. 

+            ✓ 

14.2 The policy could increase the resilience of business and the 
economy. Indirect positive effects have been identified as a result. +            ✓ 

14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 The policy could improve economic performance in disadvantaged 
areas; however this is not within the remit of the Policy and is 
dependent on specific proposals. 

?            ✓ 

14.5 The policy allows for rural diversification, ensuring significant 
positive effects. ++ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

14.6 The policy could encourage indigenous business. Indirect positive 
effects have been identified as a result. +            ✓ 

14.7 The policy could encourage inward investment; however this is not 
within the remit of the Policy and is dependent on specific 

?            ✓ 
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proposals. 

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 N/A N/A             

16.2 N/A N/A             

16.3 N/A N/A             

16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 
No proposed mitigation measures are recommended at this stage.
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LP22 – Agricultural Land to Residential Garden Land 
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Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
Table 23: Policy LP22 
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SO1 1.1 N/A N/A             

1.2 N/A N/A             

1.3 N/A N/A             

1.4 1f of the policy states: “There must be no significant adverse impact 
on public rights of way or the areas of urban/rural transition that 
provides the setting of settlements in the countryside.” Therefore 
there will be ‘no effects’ resulting from this Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

1.5 N/A N/A             

1.6 N/A N/A             

1.7 N/A N/A             

1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 N/A N/A             

1.10 N/A N/A             

1.11 N/A N/A             

1.12 N/A N/A             
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SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 N/A N/A             

3.2 N/A N/A             

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 N/A N/A             

SO4 4.1 N/A N/A             

4.2 N/A N/A             

4.3 N/A N/A             

4.4 N/A N/A             

4.5 N/A N/A             

4.6 N/A N/A             

SO5 5.1 The policy allows for hard landscaping and driveways, it may 
impact upon water quality and resources. Uncertain effects have 

?            ✓ 
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been identified for this Policy dependent on specific proposals. 

5.2 The policy allows for hard landscaping and driveways, it may 
impact upon water quality and resources. Uncertain effects have 
been identified for this Policy dependent on specific proposals. 

?            ✓ 

5.3 The policy allows for hard landscaping and driveways, it may 
impact upon water quality and resources. Uncertain effects have 
been identified for this Policy dependent on specific proposals. 

?            ✓ 

5.4 The policy allows for hard landscaping and driveways, it may 
impact upon water quality and resources. Uncertain effects have 
been identified for this Policy dependent on specific proposals. 

?            ✓ 

5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 The policy allows for hard landscaping and driveways, it may 
impact upon water quality and resources. Uncertain effects have 
been identified for this Policy dependent on specific proposals. 

?            ✓ 

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 The policy allows for hard landscaping and driveways, it may 
impact upon water quality and resources. Uncertain effects have 
been identified for this Policy dependent on specific proposals. 

?            ✓ 

SO6 6.1 N/A N/A             

6.2 N/A N/A             

6.3 N/A N/A             
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6.4 N/A N/A             

SO7 7.1 The policy states:  

1c. The site must not intrude into the open countryside including 
trees and hedgerows.” Therefore there will be minor positive 
effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

7.2 The policy states:  

“1b. The proposal would not result in the irreversible loss of best 
and most versatile agricultural land or productive agricultural land;” 
Therefore there will be minor positive effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

7.3 N/A N/A             

7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A             

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 N/A N/A             

8.4 N/A N/A             

SO9 9.1 N/A N/A             

9.2 N/A N/A             
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9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 N/A N/A             

SO10 10.1 The policy allows for hard landscaping and driveways, it may not be 
supportive of the need to reduce vulnerability and increase 
resilience to extreme weather events and flooding which may be 
caused by climate change. Uncertain effects have been identified 
for this Policy dependent on specific proposals. 

?            ✓ 

10.2 The policy allows for hard landscaping and driveways, it may not be 
supportive of the need to reduce vulnerability and increase 
resilience to extreme weather events and flooding which may be 
caused by climate change. Uncertain effects have been identified 
for this Policy dependent on specific proposals. 

?             

10.3 The policy allows for hard landscaping and driveways, it may not be 
supportive of the need to reduce vulnerability and increase 
resilience to extreme weather events and flooding which may be 
caused by climate change. Uncertain effects have been identified 
for this Policy dependent on specific proposals. 

?             

10.4 The policy allows for hard landscaping and driveways, it may not be 
supportive of the need to reduce vulnerability and increase 
resilience to extreme weather events and flooding which may be 
caused by climate change. Uncertain effects have been identified 
for this Policy dependent on specific proposals. 

?             

10.5 The policy allows for hard landscaping and driveways, it may not be 
supportive of the need to reduce vulnerability and increase 
resilience to extreme weather events and flooding which may be 
caused by climate change. Uncertain effects have been identified 

?             
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for this Policy dependent on specific proposals. 

10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 The policy allows for hard landscaping and driveways, it may not be 
supportive of the need to reduce vulnerability and increase 
resilience to extreme weather events and flooding which may be 
caused by climate change. Uncertain effects have been identified 
for this Policy dependent on specific proposals. 

?             

SO11 11.1 The policy states:  

“1a. The location, size and scale of the proposal would not have an 
adverse impact on the landscape characteristics and biodiversity of 
the locality; 

1c. The site must not intrude into the open countryside including 
trees and hedgerows. 

1d. The site must not threaten ecology or biodiversity habitats or 
threaten the viability of farm holdings due to the breaking up of 
agricultural land;” 

This is consistent protecting designated nature conservation sites. 
There will therefore be no effects on this criterion. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

11.2 The policy states:  

“1a. The location, size and scale of the proposal would not have an 
adverse impact on the landscape characteristics and biodiversity of 
the locality; 

1c. The site must not intrude into the open countryside including 
trees and hedgerows. 

1d. The site must not threaten ecology or biodiversity habitats or 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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threaten the viability of farm holdings due to the breaking up of 
agricultural land;” 

This is consistent protecting designated nature conservation sites. 
There will therefore be no effects on this criterion. 

11.3 The policy states:  

“1a. The location, size and scale of the proposal would not have an 
adverse impact on the landscape characteristics and biodiversity of 
the locality; 

1c. The site must not intrude into the open countryside including 
trees and hedgerows. 

1d. The site must not threaten ecology or biodiversity habitats or 
threaten the viability of farm holdings due to the breaking up of 
agricultural land;” 

This is consistent protecting designated nature conservation sites. 
There will therefore be no effects on this criterion. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

11.4 The policy states:  

“1a. The location, size and scale of the proposal would not have an 
adverse impact on the landscape characteristics and biodiversity of 
the locality; 

1c. The site must not intrude into the open countryside including 
trees and hedgerows. 

1d. The site must not threaten ecology or biodiversity habitats or 
threaten the viability of farm holdings due to the breaking up of 
agricultural land;” 

This is consistent with minimising disturbance to protected species 
and their habitats. There will therefore be no effects on this 

 0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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criterion. 

11.5 The policy states:  

“1a. The location, size and scale of the proposal would not have an 
adverse impact on the landscape characteristics and biodiversity of 
the locality; 

1c. The site must not intrude into the open countryside including 
trees and hedgerows. 

1d. The site must not threaten ecology or biodiversity habitats or 
threaten the viability of farm holdings due to the breaking up of 
agricultural land;” 

This is consistent delivery of the BAP objectives. There will 
therefore be no effects on this criterion. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

11.6 The policy states:  

“1a. The location, size and scale of the proposal would not have an 
adverse impact on the landscape characteristics and biodiversity of 
the locality; 

1c. The site must not intrude into the open countryside including 
trees and hedgerows. 

1d. The site must not threaten ecology or biodiversity habitats or 
threaten the viability of farm holdings due to the breaking up of 
agricultural land;” 

This is consistent with the conservation of farmland birds. There will 
therefore be no effects on this criterion. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

11.7 The policy states:  

“1a. The location, size and scale of the proposal would not have an 
0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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adverse impact on the landscape characteristics and biodiversity of 
the locality; 

1c. The site must not intrude into the open countryside including 
trees and hedgerows. 

1d. The site must not threaten ecology or biodiversity habitats or 
threaten the viability of farm holdings due to the breaking up of 
agricultural land;” 

This is consistent with protecting sites, features and areas of 
geological value. There will therefore be no effects on this criterion. 

11.8 N/A N/A             

11.9 The policy states:  

“1a. The location, size and scale of the proposal would not have an 
adverse impact on the landscape characteristics and biodiversity of 
the locality; 

1c. The site must not intrude into the open countryside including 
trees and hedgerows. 

1d. The site must not threaten ecology or biodiversity habitats or 
threaten the viability of farm holdings due to the breaking up of 
agricultural land;” There will therefore be no effects on this criterion. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

SO12 12.1 The policy states:  

“1a. The location, size and scale of the proposal would not have an 
adverse impact on the landscape characteristics and biodiversity of 
the locality; 

1e. The proposal must not be or become unacceptably intrusive 
through intensification and therefore damaging to the character of 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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the countryside setting or nearby residential setting.” 

This suggests the protection of areas and assets of historical and 
archaeological importance, although this is no explicit in the policy. 
There will therefore be no effects on this criterion. 

12.2 The policy states:  

“1a. The location, size and scale of the proposal would not have an 
adverse impact on the landscape characteristics and biodiversity of 
the locality; 

1e. The proposal must not be or become unacceptably intrusive 
through intensification and therefore damaging to the character of 
the countryside setting or nearby residential setting.” 

This suggests the protection of areas and assets of historical and 
archaeological importance, although this is no explicit in the policy. 
There will therefore be no effects on this criterion. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 The policy states:  

“1a. The location, size and scale of the proposal would not have an 
adverse impact on the landscape characteristics and biodiversity of 
the locality; 

1e. The proposal must not be or become unacceptably intrusive 
through intensification and therefore damaging to the character of 
the countryside setting or nearby residential setting.” 

This is consistent with the conservation of the AONB. There will 
therefore be no effects on this criterion. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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13.2 N/A N/A             

13.3 The policy states:  

“1a. The location, size and scale of the proposal would not have an 
adverse impact on the landscape characteristics and biodiversity of 
the locality; 

1e. The proposal must not be or become unacceptably intrusive 
through intensification and therefore damaging to the character of 
the countryside setting or nearby residential setting.” 

It is therefore consistent with the protection of the settlement and its 
setting within the landscape. There will therefore be no effects on 
this criterion. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

13.4 The policy states:  

“1a. The location, size and scale of the proposal would not have an 
adverse impact on the landscape characteristics and biodiversity of 
the locality; 

1e. The proposal must not be or become unacceptably intrusive 
through intensification and therefore damaging to the character of 
the countryside setting or nearby residential setting.” 

It is therefore consistent with preserving landscape character. 
There will therefore be no effects on this criterion. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 N/A N/A             

14.3 N/A N/A             
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14.4 N/A N/A             

14.5 N/A N/A             

14.6 N/A N/A             

14.7 N/A N/A             

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 N/A N/A             

16.2 N/A N/A             

16.3 N/A N/A             

16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 
No proposed mitigation measures are recommended at this stage.
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LP23 - Sustainable Construction and Design 
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Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
Table 24: Policy LP23 
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SO1 1.1 N/A N/A             

1.2 N/A N/A             

1.3 N/A N/A             

1.4 N/A N/A             

1.5 N/A N/A             

1.6 N/A N/A             

1.7 N/A N/A             

1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 N/A N/A             

1.10 N/A N/A             

1.11 N/A N/A             

1.12 N/A N/A             

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             
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2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 N/A N/A             

3.2 N/A N/A             

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 N/A N/A             

SO4 4.1 N/A N/A             

4.2 N/A N/A             

4.3 N/A N/A             

4.4 N/A N/A             

4.5 N/A N/A             

4.6 N/A N/A             

SO5 5.1 The policy will protect water resources since it states that all new 
residential development is required to: 

“1b - Meet the higher water efficiency standards of 110 litres per 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓ 
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person per day, as set out in building regulations part G2, Part G of 
Schedule 1 and regulation 36 to the Building Regulations 2010, as 
amended. 

5. All residential developments are encouraged to achieve 100 litres 
per person per day. This is in addition to criteria 1.c in accordance 
with recommendation from Anglia Water.” There will therefore be 
minor indirect positive impacts on this criterion. 

5.2 The policy is consistent with the aims of the water framework 
directive, since it states that all new residential development is 
required to: 

“1b - Meet the higher water efficiency standards of 110 litres per 
person per day, as set out in building regulations part G2, Part G of 
Schedule 1 and regulation 36 to the Building Regulations 2010, as 
amended. 

5. All residential developments are encouraged to achieve 100 litres 
per person per day. This is in addition to criteria 1.c in accordance 
with recommendation from Anglia Water.” There will therefore be 
minor indirect positive impacts on this criterion. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓ 

5.3 N/A N/A             

5.4 N/A N/A             

5.5 The policy promotes the sustainable use of water, since it states 
that all new residential development is required to: 

“1b - Meet the higher water efficiency standards of 110 litres per 
person per day, as set out in building regulations part G2, Part G of 
Schedule 1 and regulation 36 to the Building Regulations 2010, as 
amended. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓ 
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5. All residential developments are encouraged to achieve 100 litres 
per person per day. This is in addition to criteria 1.c in accordance 
with recommendation from Anglia Water.” There will therefore be 
minor indirect positive impacts on this criterion. 

5.6 The policy promotes the maintenance of water availability, since it 
states that all new residential development is required to: 

“1b - Meet the higher water efficiency standards of 110 litres per 
person per day, as set out in building regulations part G2, Part G of 
Schedule 1 and regulation 36 to the Building Regulations 2010, as 
amended. 

5. All residential developments are encouraged to achieve 100 litres 
per person per day. This is in addition to criteria 1.c in accordance 
with recommendation from Anglia Water.” There will therefore be 
minor indirect positive impacts on this criterion. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓ 

5.7 The policy promotes the sustainable use of water, and therefore 
minimises the additional pressure on fresh and waste water 
infrastructure, since it states that all new residential development is 
required to: 

“1b - Meet the higher water efficiency standards of 110 litres per 
person per day, as set out in building regulations part G2, Part G of 
Schedule 1 and regulation 36 to the Building Regulations 2010, as 
amended. 

5. All residential developments are encouraged to achieve 100 litres 
per person per day. This is in addition to criteria 1.c in accordance 
with recommendation from Anglia Water.” There will therefore be no 
direct effect on this criterion. 

0             

5.8 The policy promotes the sustainable use of water in the operational 
phase of the buildings.  All new residential development is required 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓  ✓  
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to: 

“1b - Meet the higher water efficiency standards of 110 litres per 
person per day, as set out in building regulations part G2, Part G of 
Schedule 1 and regulation 36 to the Building Regulations 2010, as 
amended. 

5. All residential developments are encouraged to achieve 100 litres 
per person per day. This is in addition to criteria 1.c in accordance 
with recommendation from Anglia Water.” 

BREEAM Very Good would encourage water efficiency in non-
residential buildings through use of the BREEAM Wat 01 
Methodology for new non-domestic buildings. 

Positive effects are highlighted at this stage for this criterion. 

SO6 6.1 Policy LP23 does not make any reference to air quality and noise 
pollution.  The focus of the policy is on carbon and water. Uncertain 
effects are highlighted at this stage for this criterion. 

?            ✓ 

6.2 Policy LP23 does not make any reference to air quality and noise 
pollution.  The focus of the policy is on carbon and water. Uncertain 
effects are highlighted at this stage for this criterion. 

?            ✓ 

6.3 Policy LP23 does not make any reference to air quality and noise 
pollution.  The focus of the policy is on carbon and water. Uncertain 
effects are highlighted at this stage for this criterion. 

?            ✓ 

6.4 Policy LP23 does not make any reference to air quality and noise 
pollution with regard to sustainable construction and design.  The 
focus of the policy is on carbon and water. Uncertain effects are 
highlighted in precaution against this sustainability criterion. 

 

? ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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SO7 7.1 N/A N/A             

7.2 N/A N/A             

7.3 N/A N/A             

7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 LP23 does not make any reference conserving soil and mineral 
resources per se.  The focus of the policy is on carbon and water, 
however 1d states “Development that incorporates a high level of 
building materials with low embodied carbon will be encouraged.” 
Uncertain effects are highlighted at this stage for this criterion. 

?            ✓ 

SO8 8.1 LP23 does not make any reference to reducing household waste 
arisings.  The focus of the policy is on carbon and water. Uncertain 
effects are highlighted in precaution against this sustainability 
criterion. 

? ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

8.2 LP23 does not make any reference to reducing industrial waste 
arisings.  The focus of the policy is on carbon and water. Uncertain 
effects are highlighted in precaution against this sustainability 
criterion. 

Suggest that the policy discusses designing out waste in the 
construction and operation phases. 

? ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

8.3 LP23 does not make any reference waste reuse and recycling in 
the operational phase of the development.  However 1d states 
“Development that incorporates a high level of building materials 
with low embodied carbon will be encouraged,” which suggest 
reused/recycled products would be favoured. Uncertain effects are 

?            ✓ 
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highlighted at this stage for this criterion. 

8.4 LP23 does not make any overt reference to sustainable 
constructions techniques aimed at adherence to the waste 
hierarchy.  Uncertain effects are highlighted in precaution against 
this sustainability criterion. 

? ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

SO9 9.1 The focus of the policy is on carbon reduction. ++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

9.2 The focus of the policy is on carbon reduction. ++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

9.3 The focus of the policy is on carbon reduction. ++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

9.4 The focus of the policy is on carbon reduction. ++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

SO10 10.1 Section 1e of the policy states: “That the risks associated with 
future climate change have been planned for as part of the layout of 
the scheme and design of its buildings to ensure its longer-term 
resilience.” 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

10.2 Section 1e of the policy states: “That the risks associated with 
future climate change have been planned for as part of the layout of 
the scheme and design of its buildings to ensure its longer-term 
resilience.” 

Where development is on or impacts upon an estuary, this policy 
will minimise the risk of flooding. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

10.3 N/A N/A             
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10.4 Section 1e of the policy states: “That the risks associated with 
future climate change have been planned for as part of the layout of 
the scheme and design of its buildings to ensure its longer-term 
resilience.” 

It will therefore serve to reduce the risk of damage to people and 
property from extreme weather events 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

10.5 The policy aim is sustainable construction and design, particularly 
with regard to carbon emissions, climate change and water use.  N/A             

10.6 2b of the policy states: “Passive design principles (e.g. site layout 
and building orientation) designed to minimise the energy demand 
of the building through maximising natural sunlight and ventilation, 
effectively utilising solar gains for thermal comfort.” Uncertain 
effects are highlighted at this stage for this criterion. 

?            ✓ 

10.7 The sustainable construction and design policy does not refer to the 
policy on SuDS. Uncertain effects are highlighted at this stage for 
this criterion. 

?            ✓ 

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A             

11.2 N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A             

11.4 N/A N/A             

11.5 N/A N/A             
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11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             

11.8 N/A N/A             

11.9 N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 N/A N/A             

12.2 N/A N/A             

12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 N/A N/A             

13.2 N/A N/A             

13.3 N/A N/A             

13.4 N/A N/A             

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 N/A N/A             

14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 N/A N/A             
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14.5 N/A N/A             

14.6 N/A N/A             

14.7 N/A N/A             

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 The policy states that all new development is required to minimise 
its dependence on fossil fuels and to make the fullest contribution to 
the mitigation of climate change through adopting a sustainable 
approach to energy use.  Uncertain effects are highlighted in 
precaution against this sustainability criterion; however it should be 
acknowledged that other Policy exists on sustainable transport. 

? ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

16.2 2e of the policy states that the risks associated with future climate 
change will be planned for as part of the layout of the scheme and 
design of its buildings to ensure its longer-term resilience. 
Uncertain effects are highlighted in precaution against this 
sustainability criterion; however it should be acknowledged that 

? ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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other Policy exists on sustainable transport. 

The policy states that all new development is required to minimise 
its dependence on fossil fuels and to make the fullest contribution to 
the mitigation of climate change through adopting a sustainable 
approach to energy use.  Uncertain effects are highlighted in 
precaution against this sustainability criterion; however it should be 
acknowledged that other Policy exists on sustainable transport. 

16.3 The policy states that all new development is required to minimise 
its dependence on fossil fuels and to make the fullest contribution to 
the mitigation of climate change through adopting a sustainable 
approach to energy use.  Uncertain effects are highlighted in 
precaution against this sustainability criterion; however it should be 
acknowledged that other Policy exists on sustainable transport. 

? ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

16.4 The policy promotes development that incorporates a high level of 
building materials with low embodied carbon. Uncertain effects are 
highlighted at this stage for this criterion.  

?            ✓ 
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

The Policy seeks to encourage the use of sustainable design and construction methods, which will 
reduce carbon emissions in the construction and operation of new development; reduce water 
consumption in the operational phase of the building; and encourage use of recycled materials which 
will conserve resources.  The appraisal of the Policy includes the recommendation that the Policy or 
supporting text include details regarding extremes of winter and summer temperatures, which would 
include the need for shading.
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LP24 - Design and Residential Amenity 
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Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
Table 25: Policy LP24 
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SO1 1.1 This policy states that proposals must: 

“1d Be designed for health, amenity, well-being and safety; 

2g Focussing on movement by foot, bicycle and public transport, 
including linkages to create/contribute to a ‘walkable 
neighbourhood’” 

This implies a commitment to thinking about the health of those 
who will live and work in communities. It does not, however, 
specifically refer to access to health facilities and social care 
services and there will be uncertain overall effects as a result. 

?            ✓ 

1.2 This policy states that proposals must: 

“1d Be designed for health, amenity, well-being and safety; 

2g Focussing on movement by foot, bicycle and public transport, 
including linkages to create/contribute to a ‘walkable 
neighbourhood’” This ensures significant positive effects. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

1.3 This policy states that proposals must: 

“1d Be designed for health, amenity, well-being and safety; 

2g Focussing on movement by foot, bicycle and public transport, 
including linkages to create/contribute to a ‘walkable 
neighbourhood’” 

This implies a commitment to thinking about the health of the whole 

?            ✓ 
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population. 

It does not, however, specifically refer to special needs and an 
ageing population. There will be uncertain overall effects as a result 

1.4 This policy does not currently discuss increasing access to open 
countryside per se, but it does, in 2 f, state: f “Incorporate high 
levels of soft landscaping, street trees and public open space that 
creates, and connects to, green infrastructure and networks;” There 
will be no effect as a result. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

1.5 This policy does not currently discuss increasing access to open 
space per se, but it does, in 2 f, state: f “Incorporate high levels of 
soft landscaping, street trees and public open space that creates, 
and connects to, green infrastructure and networks.”  It is not clear 
whether this is additional open space. There will be no effect as a 
result. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

1.6 This policy does not currently discuss increasing access to cultural 
facilities. There will be no effect as a result. 0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

1.7 This policy does not currently discuss increasing access to 
community facilities per se, but it does require development to be 
designed for health, amenity, well-being and safety (1e). There will 
be no effect as a result. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

1.8 This policy requires development to be designed for health, 
amenity, well-being and safety (1e) and that proposals design out 
crime (2h). There will therefore be significant positive effects. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

1.9 2i of the policy states: “Protect the health and amenity of occupiers 
and surrounding uses by avoiding development that is overlooking, 
overbearing, results in a loss of daylight, and/or unacceptable levels 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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of light pollution, noise, vibration, odour, emissions and dust; 
Including any other amenity issues” 

1.10 This policy states that proposals must: 

“1d Be designed for health, amenity, well-being and safety; 

2g Focussing on movement by foot, bicycle and public transport, 
including linkages to create/contribute to a ‘walkable 
neighbourhood’” 

The Policy stops short of exploring opportunities for shared 
community use and co-location of services, and there will be 
uncertain effects as a result. 

?           ✓  

1.11 This policy does not explicitly discuss retaining and enhancing 
existing open and natural spaces, but it states the following:  

“1d: Be designed for health, amenity, well-being and safety;  

1c: Protect and retain important natural features such as trees or 
hedgerows during and post construction (for example from leaf 
litter, branch shedding and loss of light); 

2f: Incorporate high levels of soft landscaping, street trees and 
public open space that creates, and connects to, green 
infrastructure and networks;” There will be uncertain effects on this 
criterion as a result. 

?            ✓ 

1.12 Proposals must be designed for health, amenity, well-being and 
safety according to 1d of the policy.  However, there is no detail on 
the provision of a range of play spaces for children and young 
people. 

?            ✓ 

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             
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2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 N/A N/A             

3.2 This policy does not currently discuss retaining or re-providing 
social infrastructure per se, but it does require development to be 
designed for health, amenity, well-being and safety (1e). There will 
be uncertain effects on this criterion as a result. 

?            ✓ 

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 Major schemes will adhere to ‘Building for Life’ criteria and all 
schemes will meet Minimum Space Standards, however this is not 
explicit in the Policy. Uncertain effects have bene identified as a 
result. 

?             

SO4 4.1 N/A N/A             

4.2 N/A N/A             

4.3 N/A N/A             

4.4 N/A N/A             

4.5 Major schemes will adhere to ‘Building for Life’ criteria and all 
schemes will meet Minimum Space Standards, however this is not 
explicit in the Policy. Uncertain effects have bene identified as a 

?             
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result. 

4.6 Major schemes will adhere to ‘Building for Life’ criteria and all 
schemes will meet Minimum Space Standards, however this is not 
explicit in the Policy. Uncertain effects have bene identified as a 
result.   

?             

SO5 5.1 The policy will act to protect water resources since it states that all 
new residential development is required to: 

“2i: Protect the health and amenity of occupiers and surrounding 
uses by avoiding development that is overlooking, overbearing, 
results in a loss of daylight, and/or unacceptable levels of light 
pollution, noise, vibration, odour, emissions and dust; Including any 
other amenity issues”. This will ensure minor positive effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

5.2 The policy is consistent with the aims of the water framework 
directive, since it states that all new residential development is 
required to: 

“2i: Protect the health and amenity of occupiers and surrounding 
uses by avoiding development that is overlooking, overbearing, 
results in a loss of daylight, and/or unacceptable levels of light 
pollution, noise, vibration, odour, emissions and dust; Including any 
other amenity issues”. This will ensure minor positive effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

5.3 N/A N/A             

5.4 N/A N/A             

5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 N/A N/A             



 

Page 370 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability  
Appraisal: Annex C 

 

   

 

Sustainability 
Criteria  

Commentary 

Im
pa

ct
  

Temporal Spatial Perma-
nency Uncertainty 

Sh
or

t 

M
ed

iu
m

 

Lo
ng

 

U
rb

an
 

R
ur

al
 

B
ot

h 

St
ra

te
gi

c 

Pe
rm

an
en

t 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 

Lo
w

 

M
ed

iu
m

 

H
ig

h 

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 The policy promotes sustainable construction in principle, by 
requiring pollution avoidance, as illustrated below. 

“2i: Protect the health and amenity of occupiers and surrounding 
uses by avoiding development that is overlooking, overbearing, 
results in a loss of daylight, and/or unacceptable levels of light 
pollution, noise, vibration, odour, emissions and dust; Including any 
other amenity issues”. Effect as are therefore uncertain. 

?            ✓ 

SO6 6.1 The policy will act to protect air quality since it states that all new 
residential development is required to: 

“2i: Protect the health and amenity of occupiers and surrounding 
uses by avoiding development that is overlooking, overbearing, 
results in a loss of daylight, and/or unacceptable levels of light 
pollution, noise, vibration, odour, emissions and dust; Including any 
other amenity issues”. This ensures significant positive effects. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

6.2 The policy protects amenity since it states that all new residential 
development is required to: 

“2i: Protect the health and amenity of occupiers and surrounding 
uses by avoiding development that is overlooking, overbearing, 
results in a loss of daylight, and/or unacceptable levels of light 
pollution, noise, vibration, odour, emissions and dust; Including any 
other amenity issues” 

It does not specifically address noise pollution caused by traffic and 
commercial uses, which means that only a minor positive effect is 
highlighted. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   



 

Page 371 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability  
Appraisal: Annex C 

 

   

 

Sustainability 
Criteria  

Commentary 

Im
pa

ct
  

Temporal Spatial Perma-
nency Uncertainty 

Sh
or

t 

M
ed

iu
m

 

Lo
ng

 

U
rb

an
 

R
ur

al
 

B
ot

h 

St
ra

te
gi

c 

Pe
rm

an
en

t 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 

Lo
w

 

M
ed

iu
m

 

H
ig

h 

6.3 The policy will act to protect air quality since it states that all new 
residential development is required to: 

“2i: Protect the health and amenity of occupiers and surrounding 
uses by avoiding development that is overlooking, overbearing, 
results in a loss of daylight, and/or unacceptable levels of light 
pollution, noise, vibration, odour, emissions and dust; Including any 
other amenity issues.” This ensures significant positive effects. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

6.4 The policy promotes sustainable construction in principle, by 
requiring pollution avoidance, as illustrated below. 

“2i: Protect the health and amenity of occupiers and surrounding 
uses by avoiding development that is overlooking, overbearing, 
results in a loss of daylight, and/or unacceptable levels of light 
pollution, noise, vibration, odour, emissions and dust; Including any 
other amenity issues.” Effect as are therefore uncertain. 

?            ✓ 

SO7 7.1 N/A N/A             

7.2 N/A N/A             

7.3 N/A N/A             

7.4 The policy promotes sustainable construction in principle, by 
requiring pollution avoidance, as illustrated below. 

“2i: Protect the health and amenity of occupiers and surrounding 
uses by avoiding development that is overlooking, overbearing, 
results in a loss of daylight, and/or unacceptable levels of light 
pollution, noise, vibration, odour, emissions and dust; Including any 
other amenity issues” 

This may act to safeguard soil quality however effects are 

?            ✓ 
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highlighted as uncertain. 

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A             

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 N/A N/A             

8.4 N/A N/A             

SO9 9.1 N/A N/A             

9.2 N/A N/A             

9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 N/A N/A             

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             

10.2 N/A N/A             

10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 N/A N/A             

10.5 N/A N/A             
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10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A             

11.2 N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A             

11.4 2c states: “Protect and retain important natural features such as 
trees or hedgerows during and post construction (for example from 
leaf litter, branch shedding and loss of light)”. This will ensure minor 
positive effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

11.5 2c states: “Protect and retain important natural features such as 
trees or hedgerows during and post construction (for example from 
leaf litter, branch shedding and loss of light)”. This will ensure minor 
positive effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             

11.8 Whilst 2f states: “Incorporate high levels of soft landscaping, street 
trees and public open space that creates, and connects to, green 
infrastructure and networks,” this does not explicitly address the 
creation of new habitat and therefore uncertain effects are 
highlighted. 

?            ✓ 
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11.9 Whilst 2f states: “Incorporate high levels of soft landscaping, street 
trees and public open space that creates, and connects to, green 
infrastructure and networks,” this does not explicitly address 
enhancing biodiversity and therefore uncertain effects are 
highlighted. 

?            ✓ 

SO12 12.1 2. States that development proposals shall: 

“a. Respond to the wider townscape/landscapes and safeguarding 
natural and built features of merit; 

b. Be compatible/harmonious with its location and appropriate in 
terms of scale, mass, form, siting, design, materials, texture and 
colour in relation to the surrounding area;” 

This would protect areas and assets of historical and archaeological 
importance and their settings and positive effects are highlighted as 
a result. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

12.2 2. States that development proposals shall: 

“a. Respond to the wider townscape/landscapes and safeguarding 
natural and built features of merit; 

b. Be compatible/harmonious with its location and appropriate in 
terms of scale, mass, form, siting, design, materials, texture and 
colour in relation to the surrounding area;” 

This would protect areas and assets of historical and archaeological 
importance and their settings and positive effects are highlighted as 
a result. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

12.3 2. States that development proposals shall: 

“a. Respond to the wider townscape/landscapes and safeguarding 
?            ✓ 
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natural and built features of merit; 

b. Be compatible/harmonious with its location and appropriate in 
terms of scale, mass, form, siting, design, materials, texture and 
colour in relation to the surrounding area;” 

This would protect areas and assets of historical and archaeological 
importance and their settings, but the policy does not discuss 
enhancing accessibility to the cultural heritage assets. Therefore 
uncertain effects are highlighted. 

SO13 13.1 2. States that development proposals shall: 

“a. Respond to the wider townscape/landscapes and safeguarding 
natural and built features of merit; 

b. Be compatible/harmonious with its location and appropriate in 
terms of scale, mass, form, siting, design, materials, texture and 
colour in relation to the surrounding area;” 

This would protect the AONB and ensure positive effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

13.2 N/A N/A             

13.3 2. States that development proposals shall: 

“a. Respond to the wider townscape/landscapes and safeguarding 
natural and built features of merit; 

b. Be compatible/harmonious with its location and appropriate in 
terms of scale, mass, form, siting, design, materials, texture and 
colour in relation to the surrounding area;” 

This would protect settlements and their setting within the 
landscape and ensure positive effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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13.4 2. States that development proposals shall: 

“a. Respond to the wider townscape/landscapes and safeguarding 
natural and built features of merit; 

b. Be compatible/harmonious with its location and appropriate in 
terms of scale, mass, form, siting, design, materials, texture and 
colour in relation to the surrounding area;” 

This would protect landscape character and may provide 
opportunities for enhancement and ensure positive effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 N/A N/A             

14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 N/A N/A             

14.5 N/A N/A             

14.6 N/A N/A             

14.7 N/A N/A             

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             
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SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 N/A N/A             

16.2 The policy promotes a walkable neighbourhood, which may 
promote sustainable travel to work. Effects are generally uncertain 
however, against the baseline of position of high car ownership and 
the ability of the Policy to influence behaviour in this regard. 

?            ✓ 

16.3 The policy promotes a walkable neighbourhood, which is likely to 
reduce dependence on the private car. This will ensure positive 
effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

16.4 N/A N/A             

 



 

Page 378 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability  
Appraisal: Annex C 

 

   

 

Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

No proposed mitigation measures are recommended at this stage. 
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Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
Table 26: Policy LP25 
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SO1 1.1 N/A N/A             

1.2 N/A N/A             

1.3 N/A N/A             

1.4 N/A N/A             

1.5 N/A N/A             

1.6 N/A N/A             

1.7 N/A N/A             

1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 N/A N/A             

1.10 N/A N/A             

1.11 N/A N/A             

1.12 N/A N/A             
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SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 This policy supports renewable, decentralised and community 
energy generating proposals providing that certain conditions are 
met.  It could therefore help to alleviate fuel poverty and provide 
benefits for all where it decreases the overall energy cost to 
homeowners, however overall effects are uncertain. 

?            ✓ 

3.2 N/A N/A             

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 N/A N/A             

SO4 4.1 N/A N/A             

4.2 N/A N/A             

4.3 N/A N/A             

4.4 N/A N/A             

4.5 N/A N/A             
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4.6 N/A 

 
N/A             

SO5 5.1 The policy will protect water resources since it states  

“1. Renewable, decentralised and community energy generating 
proposals will be supported subject to: 

a. The impact on (but not limited to) landscape, highway safety, 
ecology, heritage, residential amenity, drainage, airfield 
safeguarding and the local community has been fully taken into 
consideration and where appropriate, effectively mitigated.” This 
ensures positive effects for this sustainability criterion. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

5.2 The policy is consistent with the aims of the water framework 
directive, since it states that: 

“1. Renewable, decentralised and community energy generating 
proposals will be supported subject to: 

a. The impact on (but not limited to) landscape, highway safety, 
ecology, heritage, residential amenity, drainage, airfield 
safeguarding and the local community has been fully taken into 
consideration and where appropriate, effectively mitigated.” This 
ensures positive effects for this sustainability criterion. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

5.3 The policy is consistent with protecting the quality of inland waters, 
since it states that: 

“1. Renewable, decentralised and community energy generating 
proposals will be supported subject to: 

a. The impact on (but not limited to) landscape, highway safety, 
ecology, heritage, residential amenity, drainage, airfield 
safeguarding and the local community has been fully taken into 

N/A             
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consideration and where appropriate, effectively mitigated;” 

5.4 The policy is consistent with protecting the quality of coastal waters, 
since it states that: 

“1. Renewable, decentralised and community energy generating 
proposals will be supported subject to: 

a. The impact on (but not limited to) landscape, highway safety, 
ecology, heritage, residential amenity, drainage, airfield 
safeguarding and the local community has been fully taken into 
consideration and where appropriate, effectively mitigated;” 

N/A             

5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 The policy is consistent with protecting water availability and water 
dependent habitats, since it states that: 

“1. Renewable, decentralised and community energy generating 
proposals will be supported subject to: 

a. The impact on (but not limited to) landscape, highway safety, 
ecology, heritage, residential amenity, drainage, airfield 
safeguarding and the local community has been fully taken into 
consideration and where appropriate, effectively mitigated.” This 
ensures positive effects for this sustainability criterion. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 The policy promotes renewable, decentralised and community 
energy generating proposals.  Whilst this implies sustainable design 
of proposals, sustainable construction is not addressed in the 
policy. Uncertain effects are therefore highlighted. 

?             
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SO6 6.1 The policy promotes renewable, decentralised and community 
energy generating proposals.  This will reduce emissions relating to 
the burning of fossil fuels which will have a positive impact on a 
macro level, and where on-site renewables are incorporated onto a 
scheme, the will be a reduction in local emissions to air e.g. from 
less use of gas boilers (residential or commercial). This ensures 
significant positive effects for this sustainability criterion. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

6.2 The policy is consistent with minimising noise pollution, since it 
states that: 

“1. Renewable, decentralised and community energy generating 
proposals will be supported subject to: 

a. The impact on (but not limited to) landscape, highway safety, 
ecology, heritage, residential amenity, drainage, airfield 
safeguarding and the local community has been fully taken into 
consideration and where appropriate, effectively mitigated.” This 
ensures positive effects for this sustainability criterion. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

6.3 The policy promotes renewable, decentralised and community 
energy generating proposals.  This will reduce emissions relating to 
the burning of fossil fuels which will have a positive impact on a 
macro level, and where on-site renewables are incorporated onto a 
scheme, the will be a reduction in local emissions to air e.g. from 
less use of gas boilers (residential or commercial). Uncertain effects 
are highlighted as this is unlikely to improve air quality at AQMAs. 

?            ✓ 

6.4 The policy promotes renewable, decentralised and community 
energy generating proposals.  Whilst this implies sustainable design 
of proposals, sustainable construction is not addressed in the 
policy. Uncertain effects are therefore highlighted. 

?            ✓ 
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SO7 7.1 The policy states that Renewable, decentralised and community 
energy generating proposals will be supported subject to: 

“a. The impact on (but not limited to) landscape, highway safety, 
ecology, heritage, residential amenity, drainage, airfield 
safeguarding and the local community has been fully taken into 
consideration and where appropriate, effectively mitigated;” it also 
discussions the need to make on- and off-site power generation 
infrastructure acceptable to the Councils.  This would act to 
minimise the loss of open countryside to development. 

N/A             

7.2 The policy states that Renewable, decentralised and community 
energy generating proposals will be supported subject to: 

“a. The impact on (but not limited to) landscape, highway safety, 
ecology, heritage, residential amenity, drainage, airfield 
safeguarding and the local community has been fully taken into 
consideration and where appropriate, effectively mitigated;” it also 
discussions the need to make on- and off-site power generation 
infrastructure acceptable to the Councils.  This would act to 
minimise the loss of the best and most versatile agricultural land to 
development. 

N/A             

7.3 N/A N/A             

7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 The policy states that Renewable, decentralised and community 
energy generating proposals will be supported subject to: 

“a. The impact on (but not limited to) landscape, highway safety, 
ecology, heritage, residential amenity, drainage, airfield 
safeguarding and the local community has been fully taken into 
consideration and where appropriate, effectively mitigated;” it also 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   
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discussions the need to make on- and off-site power generation 
infrastructure acceptable to the Councils.  This would act to protect 
soil quality. Positive effects are therefore highlighted. 

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A             

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 N/A N/A             

8.4 LP25 does not make any reference to sustainable constructions 
techniques or link to that policy. 0             

SO9 9.1 The focus of the policy is on carbon reduction through the in-
principle support for alternative energy sources, storage and 
distribution. Significant positive effects are therefore highlighted. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

9.2 The focus of the policy is on carbon reduction through the in-
principle support for alternative energy sources, storage and 
distribution. Significant positive effects are therefore highlighted. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

9.3 The focus of the policy is on carbon reduction through the in-
principle support for alternative energy sources, storage and 
distribution. Significant positive effects are therefore highlighted. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

9.4 The focus of the policy is on carbon reduction through the in-
principle support for alternative energy sources, storage and 
distribution.  It does not specifically address energy efficient homes. 

0             

SO10 10.1 The focus of the policy is on carbon reduction through the in-
principle support for alternative energy sources, storage and 
distribution.  Lowering carbon emissions will reduce the 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   
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anthropomorphic contribution to climate change which will minimise 
flood risk to vulnerable communities. Positive effects are therefore 
highlighted. 

10.2 The focus of the policy is on carbon reduction through the in-
principle support for alternative energy sources, storage and 
distribution.  Lowering carbon emissions will reduce the 
anthropomorphic contribution to climate change which will minimise 
flood risk to vulnerable communities. Positive effects are therefore 
highlighted. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

10.3 N/A The focus of the policy is on carbon reduction through the in-
principle support for alternative energy sources, storage and 
distribution.  Lowering carbon emissions will reduce the 
anthropomorphic contribution to climate change which may reduce 
the risk of estuarine erosion. There will therefore be uncertain 
effects. 

?            ✓ 

10.4 The focus of the policy is on carbon reduction through the in-
principle support for alternative energy sources, storage and 
distribution.  Lowering carbon emissions will reduce the 
anthropomorphic contribution to climate change, which will 
therefore serve to reduce the risk of damage to people and property 
from extreme weather events. Significant positive effects are 
therefore highlighted. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

10.5 LP25 does not make any reference to sustainable constructions 
techniques or link to that policy. N/A             

10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 This policy does not specifically refer to the policy on SuDS. ?            ✓ 
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Uncertain effects are therefore highlighted. 

SO11 11.1 The policy states that: “3. Where proposals for renewable and low 
carbon energy are located in nature conservation sites, the Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, or impact on the setting of heritage 
assets (including conservation areas) or any other designated 
areas , the applicant must be able to demonstrate to the satisfaction 
of the Local Planning Authority that potential harm resultant from 
development can be effectively mitigated and that there are no 
alternative sites available within the District.”  This protects 
designated conservation sites. Significant positive effects are 
therefore highlighted. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

11.2 The policy states that: “3. Where proposals for renewable and low 
carbon energy are located in nature conservation sites, the Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, or impact on the setting of heritage 
assets (including conservation areas) or any other designated 
areas , the applicant must be able to demonstrate to the satisfaction 
of the Local Planning Authority that potential harm resultant from 
development can be effectively mitigated and that there are no 
alternative sites available within the District.” This protects 
designated conservation sites. Significant positive effects are 
therefore highlighted. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

11.3 The policy states that: “3. Where proposals for renewable and low 
carbon energy are located in nature conservation sites, the Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, or impact on the setting of heritage 
assets (including conservation areas) or any other designated 
areas , the applicant must be able to demonstrate to the satisfaction 
of the Local Planning Authority that potential harm resultant from 
development can be effectively mitigated and that there are no 
alternative sites available within the District.” This protects 
designated conservation sites. Significant positive effects are 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   
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therefore highlighted. 

11.4 The policy states: “1. Renewable, decentralised and community 
energy generating proposals will be supported subject to: a) The 
impact on (but not limited to) landscape, highway safety, ecology, 
heritage, residential amenity, drainage, airfield safeguarding and 
the local community has been fully taken into consideration and 
where appropriate, effectively mitigated;”, which is consistent with 
avoiding disturbance or damage to protected species and their 
habitats. Positive effects are therefore highlighted. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

11.5 The policy states: “1. Renewable, decentralised and community 
energy generating proposals will be supported subject to: a) The 
impact on (but not limited to) landscape, highway safety, ecology, 
heritage, residential amenity, drainage, airfield safeguarding and 
the local community has been fully taken into consideration and 
where appropriate, effectively mitigated;”, which will not hinder the 
delivery of the Suffolk BAP. There will therefore be no effect. 

0             

11.6 The policy states: “1. Renewable, decentralised and community 
energy generating proposals will be supported subject to: a) The 
impact on (but not limited to) landscape, highway safety, ecology, 
heritage, residential amenity, drainage, airfield safeguarding and 
the local community has been fully taken into consideration and 
where appropriate, effectively mitigated.”  Depending on the nature 
of the scheme, this may or may not be consistent with the 
conservation of farmland birds. Uncertain effects are therefore 
highlighted. 

?            ✓ 

11.7 The policy states that: “3. Where proposals for renewable and low 
carbon energy are located in nature conservation sites, the Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, or impact on the setting of heritage 
assets (including conservation areas) or any other designated 
areas , the applicant must be able to demonstrate to the satisfaction 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   



 

Page 390 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability  
Appraisal: Annex C 

 

   

 

Sustainability 
Criteria  

Commentary 

Im
pa

ct
  

Temporal Spatial Perma-
nency Uncertainty 

Sh
or

t 

M
ed

iu
m

 

Lo
ng

 

U
rb

an
 

R
ur

al
 

B
ot

h 

St
ra

te
gi

c 

Pe
rm

an
en

t 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 

Lo
w

 

M
ed

iu
m

 

H
ig

h 

of the Local Planning Authority that potential harm resultant from 
development can be effectively mitigated and that there are no 
alternative sites available within the District.” Significant positive 
effects are therefore highlighted. 

11.8 This policy does not mention the potential for the creation of new 
habitat. N/A             

11.9 The policy states: “1. Renewable, decentralised and community 
energy generating proposals will be supported subject to: a) The 
impact on (but not limited to) landscape, highway safety, ecology, 
heritage, residential amenity, drainage, airfield safeguarding and 
the local community has been fully taken into consideration and 
where appropriate, effectively mitigated;”, which is consistent with 
protecting biodiversity.  There is no discussion of improving 
biodiversity in the policy and therefore only minor positive effects 
are highlighted. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

SO12 12.1 The policy states: “1. Renewable, decentralised and community 
energy generating proposals will be supported subject to: a) The 
impact on (but not limited to) landscape, highway safety, ecology, 
heritage, residential amenity, drainage, airfield safeguarding and 
the local community has been fully taken into consideration and 
where appropriate, effectively mitigated;”, which is consistent with 
protecting assets and sites of historical and/or archaeological 
importance and their settings. Positive effects are therefore 
highlighted. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

12.2 The policy states: “1. Renewable, decentralised and community 
energy generating proposals will be supported subject to: a) The 
impact on (but not limited to) landscape, highway safety, ecology, 
heritage, residential amenity, drainage, airfield safeguarding and 
the local community has been fully taken into consideration and 
where appropriate, effectively mitigated;”, which is consistent with 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   
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protecting assets and sites of historical and/or archaeological 
importance and their settings. Positive effects are therefore 
highlighted. 

12.3 This policy does not discuss enhancing the accessibility of cultural 
heritage assets. There will therefore be no effects on this criterion. 0             

SO13 13.1 The policy states that: “3. Where proposals for renewable and low 
carbon energy are located in nature conservation sites, the Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, or impact on the setting of heritage 
assets (including conservation areas) or any other designated 
areas , the applicant must be able to demonstrate to the satisfaction 
of the Local Planning Authority that potential harm resultant from 
development can be effectively mitigated and that there are no 
alternative sites available within the District.”  This protects 
designated sites. Significant positive effects are therefore 
highlighted. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

13.2 N/A N/A             

13.3 The policy states: “1. Renewable, decentralised and community 
energy generating proposals will be supported subject to: a) The 
impact on (but not limited to) landscape, highway safety, ecology, 
heritage, residential amenity, drainage, airfield safeguarding and 
the local community has been fully taken into consideration and 
where appropriate, effectively mitigated;”, which is consistent with 
protecting and enhancing the settlement and its setting within the 
landscape. Positive effects are therefore highlighted. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

13.4 The policy states: “1. Renewable, decentralised and community 
energy generating proposals will be supported subject to: a) The 
impact on (but not limited to) landscape, highway safety, ecology, 
heritage, residential amenity, drainage, airfield safeguarding and 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   
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the local community has been fully taken into consideration and 
where appropriate, effectively mitigated;”, which is consistent with 
protecting landscape character. Positive effects are therefore 
highlighted. 

SO14 14.1 Suffolk has a sector strength in low carbon energy.  This policy 
could act to boost business development and enhance 
competitiveness. Significant positive effects are therefore 
highlighted. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

14.2 Suffolk has a sector strength in low carbon energy.  This policy 
could act to boost the local economy. Significant positive effects are 
therefore highlighted. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

14.3 Suffolk has a sector strength in low carbon energy.  This policy 
could act to boost growth in this sector. Significant positive effects 
are therefore highlighted. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

14.4 Suffolk has a sector strength in low carbon energy.  This policy 
could act to improve economic performance in disadvantaged 
areas. Positive effects are therefore highlighted. Positive effects are 
therefore highlighted. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

14.5 This policy could assist in rural diversification, where landowners 
may wish to incorporate renewable installations. Positive effects are 
therefore highlighted. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

14.6 Suffolk has a sector strength in low carbon energy.  This policy 
could act to provide further opportunities for indigenous business. 
Positive effects are therefore highlighted. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

14.7 Suffolk has a sector strength in low carbon energy.  This policy 
could act to provide further opportunities for inward investment. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   
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Positive effects are therefore highlighted. 

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 N/A N/A             

16.2 N/A N/A             

16.3 N/A N/A             

16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

No proposed mitigation measures are recommended at this stage. 
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Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
Table 27: Policy LP26 
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SO1 1.1 N/A N/A             

1.2 N/A N/A             

1.3 N/A N/A             

1.4 N/A N/A             

1.5 N/A N/A             

1.6 N/A N/A             

1.7 N/A N/A             

1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 N/A N/A             

1.10 N/A N/A             

1.11 N/A N/A             

1.12 N/A N/A             

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             
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2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 N/A N/A             

3.2 N/A N/A             

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 N/A N/A             

SO4 4.1 N/A N/A             

4.2 N/A N/A             

4.3 N/A N/A             

4.4 N/A N/A             

4.5 N/A N/A             

4.6 N/A N/A             

SO5 5.1 The policy is designed to avoid flood risk and as such, is compatible 
with the conservation and enhancement of water quality and 
resources. Significant positive effects are therefore highlighted. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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5.2 The policy is designed to avoid flood risk and as such, is compatible 
with the conservation and enhancement of water quality and 
resources. Significant positive effects are therefore highlighted. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

5.3 The policy is designed to avoid flood risk and as such, is compatible 
with the conservation and enhancement of water quality and 
resources. Significant positive effects are therefore highlighted. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

5.4 The policy is designed to avoid flood risk and as such, is compatible 
with the conservation and enhancement of water quality and 
resources. Significant positive effects are therefore highlighted. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 The policy is designed to avoid flood risk and as such, is compatible 
with the conservation and enhancement of water quality and 
resources. Significant positive effects are therefore highlighted. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 N/A N/A             

SO6 6.1 N/A N/A             

6.2 N/A N/A             

6.3 N/A N/A             

6.4 N/A N/A             
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SO7 7.1 N/A N/A             

7.2 N/A N/A             

7.3 N/A N/A             

7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A             

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 N/A N/A             

8.4 N/A N/A             

SO9 9.1 N/A N/A             

9.2 N/A N/A             

9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 N/A N/A             

SO10 10.1 The policy is designed to avoid flood risk to people and property 
from all sources. Significant positive effects are therefore 
highlighted. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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10.2 The policy is designed to avoid flood risk to people and property 
from all sources. Significant positive effects are therefore 
highlighted. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 The policy is designed to avoid flood risk to people and property 
from all sources. Significant positive effects are therefore 
highlighted. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

10.5 N/A N/A             

10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A             

11.2 N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A             

11.4 N/A N/A             

11.5 N/A N/A             

11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             



 

Page 401 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability  
Appraisal: Annex C 

 

   

 

Sustainability 
Criteria  

Commentary 

Im
pa

ct
  

Temporal Spatial Perma-
nency Uncertainty 

Sh
or

t 

M
ed

iu
m

 

Lo
ng

 

U
rb

an
 

R
ur

al
 

B
ot

h 

St
ra

te
gi

c 

Pe
rm

an
en

t 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 

Lo
w

 

M
ed

iu
m

 

H
ig

h 

11.8 N/A N/A             

11.9 N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 N/A N/A             

12.2 N/A N/A             

12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 N/A N/A             

13.2 N/A N/A             

13.3 N/A N/A             

13.4 N/A N/A             

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 N/A N/A             

14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 N/A N/A             

14.5 N/A N/A             

14.6 N/A N/A             



 

Page 402 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability  
Appraisal: Annex C 

 

   

 

Sustainability 
Criteria  

Commentary 

Im
pa

ct
  

Temporal Spatial Perma-
nency Uncertainty 

Sh
or

t 

M
ed

iu
m

 

Lo
ng

 

U
rb

an
 

R
ur

al
 

B
ot

h 

St
ra

te
gi

c 

Pe
rm

an
en

t 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 

Lo
w

 

M
ed

iu
m

 

H
ig

h 

14.7 N/A N/A             

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 N/A N/A             

16.2 N/A N/A             

16.3 N/A N/A             

16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

No proposed mitigation measures are recommended at this stage.
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LP27 - Sustainable Drainage Systems 
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Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
Table 28: Policy LP27 

Sustainability 
Criteria  
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SO1 1.1 N/A N/A             

1.2 N/A N/A             

1.3 N/A N/A             

1.4 N/A N/A             

1.5 N/A N/A             

1.6 N/A N/A             

1.7 N/A N/A             

1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 N/A N/A             

1.10 N/A N/A             

1.11 N/A N/A             

1.12 N/A N/A             

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             
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2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 N/A N/A             

3.2 N/A N/A             

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 N/A N/A             

SO4 4.1 N/A N/A             

4.2 N/A N/A             

4.3 N/A N/A             

4.4 N/A N/A             

4.5 N/A N/A             

4.6 N/A N/A             

SO5 5.1 The policy ensures the delivery of Sustainable Drainage Systems. 
Significant positive effects are therefore highlighted. ++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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5.2 The policy ensures the delivery of Sustainable Drainage Systems. 
Significant positive effects are therefore highlighted. ++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

5.3 N/A N/A             

5.4 N/A N/A             

5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 N/A N/A             

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 N/A N/A             

SO6 6.1 N/A N/A             

6.2 N/A N/A             

6.3 N/A N/A             

6.4 N/A N/A             

SO7 7.1 N/A N/A             

7.2 N/A N/A             

7.3 N/A N/A             
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7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A             

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 N/A N/A             

8.4 N/A N/A             

SO9 9.1 N/A N/A             

9.2 N/A N/A             

9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 N/A N/A             

SO10 10.1 The policy ensures the delivery of Sustainable Drainage Systems. 
Significant positive effects are therefore highlighted.  ++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

10.2 The policy ensures the delivery of Sustainable Drainage Systems. 
Significant positive effects are therefore highlighted.  ++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 The policy ensures the delivery of Sustainable Drainage Systems. ++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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Significant positive effects are therefore highlighted.  

10.5 The policy ensures the delivery of Sustainable Drainage Systems. 
Significant positive effects are therefore highlighted.  ++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 The policy ensures the delivery of Sustainable Drainage Systems. 
Significant positive effects are therefore highlighted. ++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A             

11.2 N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A             

11.4 N/A N/A             

11.5 The policy ensures the delivery of Sustainable Drainage Systems, 
which could have potential to deliver the targets and actions for 
habitats and species within the Suffolk Biodiversity Action Plan.  

?            ✓ 

11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             

11.8 The policy ensures the delivery of Sustainable Drainage Systems, 
which could have potential to create of new habitat.  ?            ✓ 

11.9 The policy ensures the delivery of Sustainable Drainage Systems, ?            ✓ 
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which could have potential to enhance biodiversity.  

SO12 12.1 N/A N/A             

12.2 N/A N/A             

12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 N/A N/A             

13.2 N/A N/A             

13.3 N/A N/A             

13.4 N/A N/A             

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 N/A N/A             

14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 N/A N/A             

14.5 N/A N/A             

14.6 N/A N/A             

14.7 N/A N/A             
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14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 N/A N/A             

16.2 N/A N/A             

16.3 N/A N/A             

16.4 N/A N/A             
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Alternatives Considered 

The policy mandates the inclusion of sustainable drainage systems into new developments which will 
help mitigate the risk of increased surface water flooding and maintain water quality. 

Through the appraisal of the Policy, it is recommended that the Policy make reference or preference 
to opportunities for biodiversity net gain and improved amenity for the users of SuDS schemes. 
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3.4 Policies related to Healthy Communities 

Local Policies – Healthy Communities and Infrastructure 

LP28 - Designated Open Spaces   
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SO1 1.1 N/A N/A             

1.2 The Policy will have significant positive effects on encouraging 
healthy lifestyles, through open space provision being provided 
through an evidence-led approach as included within the Open 
Space Assessment (2019).  

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

1.3 N/A N/A             

1.4 The Policy will have significant positive effects on ensuring access 
to the countryside, through open space provision being provided 
through an evidence-led approach as included within the Open 
Space Assessment (2019).  

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

1.5 The Policy will have significant positive effects on ensuring access 
to open space, through open space provision being provided 
through an evidence-led approach as included within the Open 
Space Assessment (2019).  

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

1.6 N/A N/A             

1.7 The Policy’s approach that the total or partial loss of designated 
open spaces may be permitted where alternative space of equal or 
greater quality, accessibility and quantity can be provided to serve 
the communities’ needs; or the development is for alternative sports 
and recreation provision, and the applicant can evidence that the 
benefits of the new provision clearly outweigh the loss of the current 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   
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or former use, will ensure positive effects on this criterion. 

1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 N/A N/A             

1.10 N/A N/A             

1.11 The Policy will have significant positive effects on retaining and 
enhancing open space. New provision can also be ensured through 
the Plan’s evidence-led approach as included within the Open 
Space Assessment (2019).  

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

1.12 The Policy’s approach that the total or partial loss of designated 
open spaces may be permitted where alternative space of equal or 
greater quality, accessibility and quantity can be provided to serve 
the communities’ needs; or the development is for alternative sports 
and recreation provision, and the applicant can evidence that the 
benefits of the new provision clearly outweigh the loss of the current 
or former use, will ensure positive effects on this criterion. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 There are links between poverty and access to services and 
facilities, including open space. The effects on this criterion are 
unknown however and dependent on the location of open space 
provision. 

?            ✓ 
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3.2 The Policy’s approach that the total or partial loss of designated 
open spaces may be permitted where alternative space of equal or 
greater quality, accessibility and quantity can be provided to serve 
the communities’ needs; or the development is for alternative sports 
and recreation provision, and the applicant can evidence that the 
benefits of the new provision clearly outweigh the loss of the current 
or former use, will ensure positive effects on this criterion. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 The Policy’s approach that the total or partial loss of designated 
open spaces may be permitted where alternative space of equal or 
greater quality, accessibility and quantity can be provided to serve 
the communities’ needs; or the development is for alternative sports 
and recreation provision, and the applicant can evidence that the 
benefits of the new provision clearly outweigh the loss of the current 
or former use, will ensure positive effects on this criterion. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

3.5 N/A N/A             

SO4 4.1 N/A N/A             

4.2 N/A N/A             

4.3 N/A N/A             

4.4 N/A N/A             

4.5 N/A N/A             

4.6 N/A N/A             
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SO5 5.1 N/A N/A             

5.2 N/A N/A             

5.3 N/A N/A             

5.4 N/A N/A             

5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 N/A N/A             

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 N/A N/A             

SO6 6.1 N/A N/A             

6.2 N/A N/A             

6.3 N/A N/A             

6.4 N/A N/A             

SO7 7.1 N/A N/A             

7.2 N/A N/A             

7.3 N/A N/A             
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7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A             

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 N/A N/A             

8.4 N/A N/A             

SO9 9.1 N/A N/A             

9.2 N/A N/A             

9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 N/A N/A             

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             

10.2 N/A N/A             

10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 N/A N/A             

10.5 N/A N/A             
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10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1 Recreational pressure is identified as a potential source of harm to 
Habitats Sites in and around the Plan area. The provision of new 
open space can alleviate pressure on Habitats Sites by redirecting 
recreational uses away from them. There will be positive effects as 
a result and significant cumulative effects possible in accumulation 
with the Suffolk Coast RAMS. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

11.2 N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A             

11.4 N/A N/A             

11.5 N/A N/A             

11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             

11.8 N/A N/A             

11.9 N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 N/A N/A             

12.2 N/A N/A             
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12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 N/A N/A             

13.2 N/A N/A             

13.3 N/A N/A             

13.4 N/A N/A             

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 N/A N/A             

14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 N/A N/A             

14.5 N/A N/A             

14.6 N/A N/A             

14.7 N/A N/A             

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             
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SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 N/A N/A             

16.2 N/A N/A             

16.3 N/A N/A             

16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

No proposed mitigation measures are recommended at this stage.
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LP29 - Services and Facilities Within the Community – Provision / 
Retention 
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Table 30: Policy LP29 
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SO1 1.1 N/A N/A             

1.2 The policy refers to village and public halls and community centres.  
These facilities can be seen to maximise the potential for healthy 
lifestyles through associated activities. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓    ✓ ✓   

1.3 The Policy supports provision and retention of community services 
and facilities. Community engagement is considered an aspect of 
healthy living for all demographics, and as such there will be 
indirect positive effects. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓    ✓ ✓   

1.4 Proposals for new community services and facilities or improving 
existing facilities will be supported where the proposal is well 
related to and meets the needs of the local community, would 
reduce the need to travel to other settlements, is of a proportionate 
scale to the settlement and would not adversely affect existing 
facilities. Proposals, particularly those located in the countryside, 
must demonstrate evidence of the community need for / benefits of 
the new facilities and good accessibility to the community to be 
served. It is therefore uncertain whether the Policy would increase 
access to the open countryside, and effects would only be 
identifiable of specific proposals. 

?            ✓ 

1.5 N/A N/A             

1.6 The policy refers to village and public halls, community centres, 
places of worship, cinemas, libraries, museums, public houses, 
restaurants, cafés, convenience shops, banks, building societies, 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓    ✓ ✓   
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and post offices.  

Section 1a states: Proposals for new community services and 
facilities or improving existing facilities will be supported where the 
proposal is well related to and meets the needs of the local 
community, would reduce the need to travel to other settlements, is 
of a proportionate scale to the settlement and would not adversely 
affect existing facilities.”  There will therefore be positive effects on 
improving access to cultural and community facilities. 

1.7 The policy refers to village and public halls, community centres, 
places of worship, cinemas, libraries, museums, public houses, 
restaurants, cafés, convenience shops, banks, building societies, 
and post offices.  

Section 1a states: Proposals for new community services and 
facilities or improving existing facilities will be supported where the 
proposal is well related to and meets the needs of the local 
community, would reduce the need to travel to other settlements, is 
of a proportionate scale to the settlement and would not adversely 
affect existing facilities.”  There will therefore be positive effects on 
improving access to cultural and community facilities. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ 

1.8 The provision and retention of community services and facilities is 
considered a positive step towards reducing crime and anti-social 
behaviour. Despite this, much depends on the suitability of 
schemes and their design / layout. 

?            ✓ 

1.9 N/A N/A             

1.10 This policy does not explore opportunities for shared community 
use and co-location of services and a discussion of the smart use of 
community facilities to provide more than one service would 
strengthen this policy. 

? ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓    ✓   ✓ 



 

Page 426 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability  
Appraisal: Annex C 

 

   

 

Sustainability 
Criteria  

Commentary 

Im
pa

ct
  

Temporal Spatial Perma-
nency Uncertainty 

Sh
or

t 

M
ed

iu
m

 

Lo
ng

 

U
rb

an
 

R
ur

al
 

B
ot

h 

St
ra

te
gi

c 

Pe
rm

an
en

t 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 

Lo
w

 

M
ed

iu
m

 

H
ig

h 

1.11 N/A N/A             

1.12 N/A N/A             

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 The policy refers to village and public halls, community centres, 
places of worship, cinemas, libraries, museums, public houses, 
restaurants, cafés, convenience shops, banks, building societies, 
and post offices.  Section 1a states: Proposals for new community 
services and facilities or improving existing facilities will be 
supported where the proposal is well related to and meets the 
needs of the local community, would reduce the need to travel to 
other settlements, is of a proportionate scale to the settlement and 
would not adversely affect existing facilities.”  However, the 
remainder of the policy discusses the loss of facilities, where this 
meets certain criteria.   

The impact of this policy on support the provision of an adequate 
range of educational and childcare facilities is uncertain, since early 
years care is often provided in village/public halls.  The impact 
would only be apparent when examining a planning application in 
detail. 

?            ✓ 

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 The policy refers to village and public halls, community centres, 
places of worship, cinemas, libraries, museums, public houses, 
restaurants, cafés, convenience shops, banks, building societies, 
and post offices.   

Section 1a states: Proposals for new community services and 
facilities or improving existing facilities will be supported where the 

?            ✓ 
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proposal is well related to and meets the needs of the local 
community, would reduce the need to travel to other settlements, is 
of a proportionate scale to the settlement and would not adversely 
affect existing facilities.”  However, the remainder of the policy 
discusses the loss of facilities, where this meets certain criteria.   

The impact of this policy on the reduction of poverty and social 
exclusion in those areas most affected is uncertain.  The impact 
would only be apparent when examining a planning application in 
detail. 

3.2 The policy refers to village and public halls, community centres, 
places of worship, cinemas, libraries, museums, public houses, 
restaurants, cafés, convenience shops, banks, building societies, 
and post offices.  

Section 1a states: Proposals for new community services and 
facilities or improving existing facilities will be supported where the 
proposal is well related to and meets the needs of the local 
community, would reduce the need to travel to other settlements, is 
of a proportionate scale to the settlement and would not adversely 
affect existing facilities.”  The remainder of the policy discusses the 
loss of facilities, where this meets certain criteria, which includes 
the retention or re-provision of existing social infrastructure. 

The impact of this policy on improving access to key services and 
facilities for all sectors of the population retention or re-provision of 
existing social infrastructure is uncertain.  The impact would only be 
apparent when examining a planning application in detail. 

?            ✓ 

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 The policy refers to village and public halls, community centres, 
places of worship, cinemas, libraries, museums, public houses, 
restaurants, cafés, convenience shops, banks, building societies, 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ 
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and post offices.  

Section 1a states: Proposals for new community services and 
facilities or improving existing facilities will be supported where the 
proposal is well related to and meets the needs of the local 
community, would reduce the need to travel to other settlements, is 
of a proportionate scale to the settlement and would not adversely 
affect existing facilities.”  There will therefore be positive effects on 
improving access to cultural and community facilities. 

3.5 N/A N/A             

SO4 4.1 N/A N/A             

4.2 N/A N/A             

4.3 N/A N/A             

4.4 N/A N/A             

4.5 N/A N/A             

4.6 N/A N/A             

SO5 5.1 N/A N/A             

5.2 N/A N/A             

5.3 N/A N/A             

5.4 N/A N/A             
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5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 N/A N/A             

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 N/A N/A             

SO6 6.1 The policy refers to village and public halls, community centres, 
places of worship, cinemas, libraries, museums, public houses, 
restaurants, cafés, convenience shops, banks, building societies, 
and post offices.  Section 1a states: Proposals for new community 
services and facilities or improving existing facilities will be 
supported where the proposal is well related to and meets the 
needs of the local community, would reduce the need to travel to 
other settlements, is of a proportionate scale to the settlement and 
would not adversely affect existing facilities.” 

The policy explicitly seeks to mitigate against increased travel and 
therefore has a neutral impact on air quality. 

0             

6.2 The policy refers to village and public halls, community centres, 
places of worship, cinemas, libraries, museums, public houses, 
restaurants, cafés, convenience shops, banks, building societies, 
and post offices.  Section 1a states: Proposals for new community 
services and facilities or improving existing facilities will be 
supported where the proposal is well related to and meets the 
needs of the local community, would reduce the need to travel to 
other settlements, is of a proportionate scale to the settlement and 
would not adversely affect existing facilities.” 

The policy explicitly seeks to mitigate against increased travel and 
therefore has a neutral impact on traffic noise. 

0             
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6.3 The policy refers to village and public halls, community centres, 
places of worship, cinemas, libraries, museums, public houses, 
restaurants, cafés, convenience shops, banks, building societies, 
and post offices.  Section 1a states: Proposals for new community 
services and facilities or improving existing facilities will be 
supported where the proposal is well related to and meets the 
needs of the local community, would reduce the need to travel to 
other settlements, is of a proportionate scale to the settlement and 
would not adversely affect existing facilities.” 

The policy explicitly seeks to mitigate against increased travel and 
therefore has a neutral impact on air quality including AQMAs. 

0             

6.4 N/A N/A             

SO7 7.1 N/A N/A             

7.2 N/A N/A             

7.3 N/A N/A             

7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A             

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 N/A N/A             
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8.4 N/A N/A             

SO9 9.1 N/A N/A             

9.2 N/A N/A             

9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 N/A N/A             

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             

10.2 N/A N/A             

10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 N/A N/A             

10.5 N/A N/A             

10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A             

11.2 N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A             
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11.4 N/A N/A             

11.5 N/A N/A             

11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             

11.8 N/A N/A             

11.9 N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 N/A N/A             

12.2 N/A N/A             

12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 N/A N/A             

13.2 N/A N/A             

13.3 N/A N/A             

13.4 N/A N/A             

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 N/A N/A             
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14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 N/A N/A             

14.5 N/A N/A             

14.6 It is possible that the Policy would have some indirect positive 
benefits to local economies. Positive effects are therefore identified. + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

14.6 It is possible that the Policy would have some indirect positive 
benefits to local economies. Positive effects are therefore identified. + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 The policy refers to village and public halls, community centres, 
places of worship, cinemas, libraries, museums, public houses, 
restaurants, cafés, convenience shops, banks, building societies, 
and post offices.  Section 1a states: Proposals for new community 
services and facilities or improving existing facilities will be 
supported where the proposal is well related to and meets the 
needs of the local community, would reduce the need to travel to 
other settlements, is of a proportionate scale to the settlement and 
would not adversely affect existing facilities.”  The remainder of the 
policy discusses the loss of facilities, where this meets certain 
criteria. 

The impact of this policy in terms of increasing the range of 
employment opportunities, shops and services available in towns is 

?            ✓ 
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uncertain.  The impact would only be apparent when examining a 
planning application in detail. 

15.2 The policy refers to village and public halls, community centres, 
places of worship, cinemas, libraries, museums, public houses, 
restaurants, cafés, convenience shops, banks, building societies, 
and post offices.  Section 1a states: Proposals for new community 
services and facilities or improving existing facilities will be 
supported where the proposal is well related to and meets the 
needs of the local community, would reduce the need to travel to 
other settlements, is of a proportionate scale to the settlement and 
would not adversely affect existing facilities.”  The remainder of the 
policy discusses the loss of facilities, where this meets certain 
criteria. 

The impact of this policy on decreasing vacant units in town centres 
is uncertain.  The impact would only be apparent when examining a 
planning application in detail. 

?            ✓ 

15.3 The policy refers to village and public halls, community centres, 
places of worship, cinemas, libraries, museums, public houses, 
restaurants, cafés, convenience shops, banks, building societies, 
and post offices.  Section 1a states: Proposals for new community 
services and facilities or improving existing facilities will be 
supported where the proposal is well related to and meets the 
needs of the local community, would reduce the need to travel to 
other settlements, is of a proportionate scale to the settlement and 
would not adversely affect existing facilities.”  The remainder of the 
policy discusses the loss of facilities, where this meets certain 
criteria. 

The impact of this policy on enhancing the viability and vitality of the 
Districts’ centres is uncertain.  The impact would only be apparent 
when examining a planning application in detail. 

?            ✓ 
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SO16 16.1 Local services and facilities can be expected to be located in close 
proximity to communities. This can ensure small scale employment 
opportunities within walking distances. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

16.2 N/A N/A             

16.3 The policy refers to village and public halls, community centres, 
places of worship, cinemas, libraries, museums, public houses, 
restaurants, cafés, convenience shops, banks, building societies, 
and post offices.  Section 1a states: Proposals for new community 
services and facilities or improving existing facilities will be 
supported where the proposal is well related to and meets the 
needs of the local community, would reduce the need to travel to 
other settlements, is of a proportionate scale to the settlement and 
would not adversely affect existing facilities.” 

The policy explicitly seeks to mitigate against increased travel 
which has a minor positive effect against this criterion. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

The policy refers to village and public halls, community centres, places of worship, cinemas, libraries, 
museums, public houses, restaurants, cafés, convenience shops, banks, building societies, and post 
offices.  It seeks to encourage new community facilities, where appropriate and restrict the loss of 
community facilities by setting out a criteria-based approach for applicants to meet. 

The policy could be strengthened by the inclusion of an additional criterion, under “Loss of facilities” 
which discusses shared community use and co-location of services.  This would allow buildings to 
offer a range of community services, as defined by this policy.   
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Table 31: Policy LP30 
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SO1 1.1 N/A N/A             

1.2 The policy refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active 
transport through encouraging walking, cycling, public transport and 
car sharing. The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable 
and active transport” and provides a number of criteria to support 
active travel modes. 

This policy therefore has a positive impact on encouraging healthy 
lifestyles. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

1.3 The policy refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active 
transport through encouraging walking, cycling, public transport and 
car sharing. The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable 
and active transport” and provides a number of criteria to support 
active and sustainable travel modes. 

This policy is therefore likely to support those groups that may not 
be able to use private vehicular transport, and therefore has a 
positive impact in terms of supporting those with special needs and 
an ageing population. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

1.4 The policy refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active 
transport through encouraging walking, cycling, public transport and 
car sharing. The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable 
and active transport” and provides a number of criteria to support 
active and sustainable travel modes. 

This policy is therefore likely to indirectly support access to open 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓   ✓  
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countryside and has a minor positive effect. 

1.5 The policy refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active 
transport through encouraging walking, cycling, public transport and 
car sharing. The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable 
and active transport” and provides a number of criteria to support 
active and sustainable travel modes. 

This policy is therefore likely to indirectly support access to public 
open space and has a minor positive effect. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

1.6 The policy refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active 
transport through encouraging walking, cycling, public transport and 
car sharing. The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable 
and active transport” and provides a number of criteria to support 
active and sustainable travel modes. 

This policy is therefore likely to indirectly support access to cultural 
facilities and has a minor positive effect. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

1.7 The policy refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active 
transport through encouraging walking, cycling, public transport and 
car sharing. The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable 
and active transport” and provides a number of criteria to support 
active and sustainable travel modes. 

This policy is therefore likely to indirectly support access to 
community facilities and has a minor positive effect. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 The policy refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active 
transport through encouraging walking, cycling, public transport and 
car sharing. The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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and active transport” and sets out a hierarchy to reduce 
dependence on private vehicles.  It also has a section (3h) on 
electric charging points. 

This policy therefore aims to reduce the noise and odour concerns 
associated with motor transport would have a minor positive effect. 

1.10 N/A N/A             

1.11 N/A N/A             

1.12 N/A N/A             

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 N/A N/A             

2.3 N/A N/A             

SO3 3.1 The policy refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active 
transport through encouraging walking, cycling, public transport and 
car sharing. The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable 
and active transport” and provides a number of criteria to support 
active and sustainable travel modes. 

This policy is therefore likely to support those groups that may not 
be have access to private vehicular transport, and therefore has an 
indirect positive impact in terms of reducing poverty and social 
exclusion in those areas most affected. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓    ✓ 

3.2 The policy refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active 
transport through encouraging walking, cycling, public transport and 
car sharing. The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  
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and active transport” and provides a number of criteria to support 
active and sustainable travel modes. 

This policy is therefore likely to indirectly maintain and improve 
access to key services and facilities for all sectors of the population 
and therefore has a minor positive effect. 

3.3 The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable and active 
transport” and provides a number of criteria to support active and 
sustainable travel modes. 

This policy is therefore likely to support those groups that may not 
be have access to private vehicular transport, and therefore could 
have an indirect positive impact in terms of providing people with 
transport options to reach employment areas.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 N/A N/A             

SO4 4.1 N/A N/A             

4.2 N/A N/A             

4.3 N/A N/A             

4.4 N/A N/A             

4.5 N/A N/A             

4.6 N/A N/A             
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SO5 5.1 N/A N/A             

5.2 N/A N/A             

5.3 N/A N/A             

5.4 N/A N/A             

5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 N/A N/A             

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 N/A N/A             

SO6 6.1 The policy refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active 
transport through encouraging walking, cycling, public transport and 
car sharing. The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable 
and active transport” and provides a number of criteria to prioritise 
active and sustainable travel modes over private vehicular 
transport. It also contains a criterion to support electric vehicle 
charging modes and sustainable modes of transport for freight. 

This policy has a significant positive effect on protecting and 
improving air quality. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

6.2 The policy refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active 
transport through encouraging walking, cycling, public transport and 
car sharing. The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable 
and active transport” and provides a number of criteria to prioritise 
active and sustainable travel modes over private vehicular 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  
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transport. It also contains a criterion to support electric vehicle 
charging modes and sustainable modes of transport for freight. 

This policy has a significant positive effect on minimising noise 
pollution caused by traffic and commercial uses. 

6.3 The policy refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active 
transport through encouraging walking, cycling, public transport and 
car sharing. The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable 
and active transport” and provides a number of criteria to prioritise 
active and sustainable travel modes over private vehicular 
transport. It also contains a criterion to support electric vehicle 
charging modes and sustainable modes of transport for freight. 

This policy has a significant positive effect on protecting and 
improving air quality, including in AQMAs. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

6.4 N/A N/A             

SO7 7.1 N/A N/A             

7.2 N/A N/A             

7.3 N/A N/A             

7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A             

8.2 N/A N/A             
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8.3 N/A N/A             

8.4 N/A N/A             

SO9 9.1 The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable and active 
transport” and provides a number of criteria to prioritise active and 
sustainable travel modes over private vehicular transport. It also 
contains a criterion to support electric vehicle charging modes and 
sustainable modes of transport for freight. 

This policy impact is uncertain.  Whilst it aims to effect modal shift 
onto sustainable and active modes, the increase in uptake of 
electric vehicles may still contribute to greenhouse gas emissions, 
depending on the energy source used. 

?            ✓ 

9.2 N/A N/A             

9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 N/A N/A             

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             

10.2 N/A N/A             

10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 N/A N/A             

10.5 N/A N/A             
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10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A             

11.2 N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A             

11.4 N/A N/A             

11.5 N/A N/A             

11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             

11.8 N/A N/A             

11.9 N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 N/A N/A             

12.2 N/A N/A             

12.3 The policy refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active 
transport through encouraging walking, cycling, public transport and 
car sharing. The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable 
and active transport” and provides a number of criteria to support 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓    ✓ 
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active and sustainable travel modes. 

This policy is therefore likely to indirectly support access to cultural 
heritage assets and has a minor positive effect. 

SO13 13.1 N/A N/A             

13.2 N/A N/A             

13.3 N/A N/A             

13.4 N/A N/A             

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 The policy refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active 
transport through encouraging walking, cycling, public transport and 
car sharing. The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable 
and active transport” and provides a number of criteria to support 
active and sustainable travel modes. 

This policy is therefore likely to indirectly support the resilience of 
business and the economy, through relieving congestion, sustaining 
public transport and providing people with a variety of modes of 
transport to reach their places of work.  A minor positive effect has 
therefore been identified. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 The policy refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active 
transport through encouraging walking, cycling, public transport and 
car sharing. The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable 
and active transport” and provides a number of criteria to support 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓    ✓ 
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active and sustainable travel modes. 

This policy is therefore likely to indirectly support economic 
performance in disadvantaged areas, where it sustains public 
transport, removes congestion and allows for safe walking and 
cycling.  A minor positive effect has therefore been identified. 

14.5 The policy refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active 
transport through encouraging walking, cycling, public transport and 
car sharing. The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable 
and active transport” and provides a number of criteria to support 
active and sustainable travel modes. 

This policy could encourage rural diversification indirectly, if mobility 
and accessibility is improved in rural areas, however the impact is 
uncertain. 

?            ✓ 

14.6 The policy refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active 
transport through encouraging walking, cycling, public transport and 
car sharing. The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable 
and active transport” and provides a number of criteria to support 
active and sustainable travel modes. 

This policy could indirectly encourage indigenous business, if 
mobility and accessibility in the Districts is improved, however the 
impact is uncertain. 

?            ✓ 

14.7 The policy refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active 
transport through encouraging walking, cycling, public transport and 
car sharing. The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable 
and active transport” and provides a number of criteria to support 
active and sustainable travel modes. 

This policy could indirectly encourage inward investment, if mobility 
and accessibility is improved in rural areas, leading to enhanced 

?            ✓ 
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economic competitiveness, however the impact is uncertain. 

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable and active 
transport” and provides a number of criteria to support active and 
sustainable travel modes. 

This policy could indirectly revitalise the Districts’ town centres 
through allowing people to access employment opportunities, shops 
and services available in town on a range of transport modes, 
however the impact is uncertain. 

?            ✓ 

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 The policy refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active 
transport through encouraging walking, cycling, public transport and 
car sharing. The policy aims to “maximise the uptake in sustainable 
and active transport” and provides a number of criteria to support 
active and sustainable travel modes. 

This policy could indirectly revitalise the Districts’ town centres 
through boosting footfall to them via a good multi-modal transport 
network.  However, the impact is uncertain, since there are other 
factors, such as internet shopping, which may have a greater 
impact on the Districts’ centres. 

? ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓    ✓ 

SO16 16.1 The policy refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active 
transport through encouraging walking, cycling, public transport and 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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car sharing. The policy aims to encourage efficient patterns of 
movement and the use of sustainable methods of travel in support 
of economic growth and the impact on this sustainability objective is 
significantly positive. 

16.2 The policy refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active 
transport through encouraging walking, cycling, public transport and 
car sharing. The policy aims to encourage efficient patterns of 
movement and the use of sustainable methods of travel in support 
of economic growth and the impact on this sustainability objective is 
significantly positive. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

16.3 The policy refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active 
transport through encouraging walking, cycling, public transport and 
car sharing. The policy aims to encourage efficient patterns of 
movement and the use of sustainable methods of travel in support 
of economic growth and the impact on this sustainability objective is 
significantly positive. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

16.4 The policy refers to the provision of safe, sustainable and active 
transport through encouraging walking, cycling, public transport and 
car sharing. The policy aims to encourage efficient patterns of 
movement and the use of sustainable methods of travel in support 
of economic growth and the impact on this sustainability objective is 
significantly positive. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

No mitigation measures or recommendations are proposed at this stage. 
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Page 452 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability  
Appraisal: Annex C 

 

   

 

Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
Table 32: Policy LP31 

Sustainability 
Criteria  

Commentary 

Im
pa

ct
  

Temporal Spatial Perma-
nency Uncertainty 

Sh
or

t 

M
ed

iu
m

 

Lo
ng

 

U
rb

an
 

R
ur

al
 

B
ot

h 

St
ra

te
gi

c 

Pe
rm

an
en

t 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 

Lo
w

 

M
ed

iu
m

 

H
ig

h 

SO1 1.1 The policy refers to the management of infrastructure provision 
within developments. Effective management of infrastructure 
provision effectively seeks to ensure improved access to health 
facilities and social care services. The Plan states that, ‘Planning 
permission will only be granted if it can be demonstrated that there 
is, or will be, sufficient infrastructure capacity to support and meet 
the necessary infrastructure requirements arising from the 
proposed development’. Section 2 of the Policy also seeks 
consideration of cumulative impacts on infrastructure capacity. 
Positive effects are highlighted, with health and social care services 
more applicable to Policy LP32 of the Plan.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

1.2 The policy refers to the management of infrastructure provision 
within developments. Effective management of infrastructure 
provision, providing that infrastructure is delivered, can have 
indirect positive effects on ensuring healthy lifestyles are promoted.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

1.3 The policy refers to the management of infrastructure provision 
within developments. Effective management of infrastructure 
provision, providing that infrastructure is delivered, can have 
indirect positive effects on meeting the various needs of an ageing 
population. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

1.4 N/A N/A             

1.5 The policy refers to the management of infrastructure provision 
within developments. Effective management of infrastructure 
provision effectively seeks to ensure improved access to public 
open space. The Plan states that, ‘Planning permission will only be 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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granted if it can be demonstrated that there is, or will be, sufficient 
infrastructure capacity to support and meet the necessary 
infrastructure requirements arising from the proposed 
development’. Section 2 of the Policy also seeks consideration of 
cumulative impacts on infrastructure capacity. Positive effects are 
highlighted.  

1.6 The policy refers to the management of infrastructure provision 
within developments. Effective management of infrastructure 
provision effectively seeks to ensure improved access to cultural 
facilities. The Plan states that, ‘Planning permission will only be 
granted if it can be demonstrated that there is, or will be, sufficient 
infrastructure capacity to support and meet the necessary 
infrastructure requirements arising from the proposed 
development’. Section 2 of the Policy also seeks consideration of 
cumulative impacts on infrastructure capacity. Positive effects are 
highlighted.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

1.7 The policy refers to the management of infrastructure provision 
within developments. Effective management of infrastructure 
provision effectively seeks to ensure improved access to 
community facilities. The Plan states that, ‘Planning permission will 
only be granted if it can be demonstrated that there is, or will be, 
sufficient infrastructure capacity to support and meet the necessary 
infrastructure requirements arising from the proposed 
development’. Section 2 of the Policy also seeks consideration of 
cumulative impacts on infrastructure capacity. Positive effects are 
highlighted.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

1.8 N/A N/A             

1.9 N/A N/A             
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1.10 The Policy does not actively seek opportunities for shared 
community use or the co-location of services directly. It is possible 
that such delivery could be ensured, however there is no certainty. 
Uncertain effects are therefore highlighted. 

?            ✓ 

1.11 N/A N/A             

1.12 The policy refers to the management of infrastructure provision 
within developments. Effective management of infrastructure 
provision effectively seeks to ensure the delivery of play spaces to 
serve new communities. The Plan states that, ‘Planning permission 
will only be granted if it can be demonstrated that there is, or will 
be, sufficient infrastructure capacity to support and meet the 
necessary infrastructure requirements arising from the proposed 
development’. Section 2 of the Policy also seeks consideration of 
cumulative impacts on infrastructure capacity. Positive effects are 
highlighted.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 The policy refers to the management of infrastructure provision 
within developments. Effective management of infrastructure 
provision effectively seeks to ensure improved access to 
educational and child care facilities. The Plan states that, ‘Planning 
permission will only be granted if it can be demonstrated that there 
is, or will be, sufficient infrastructure capacity to support and meet 
the necessary infrastructure requirements arising from the 
proposed development’. Section 2 of the Policy also seeks 
consideration of cumulative impacts on infrastructure capacity. 
Positive effects are highlighted.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

2.3 The policy refers to the management of infrastructure provision 
within developments. Effective management of infrastructure 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   



 

Page 455 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability  
Appraisal: Annex C 

 

   

 

Sustainability 
Criteria  

Commentary 

Im
pa

ct
  

Temporal Spatial Perma-
nency Uncertainty 

Sh
or

t 

M
ed

iu
m

 

Lo
ng

 

U
rb

an
 

R
ur

al
 

B
ot

h 

St
ra

te
gi

c 

Pe
rm

an
en

t 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 

Lo
w

 

M
ed

iu
m

 

H
ig

h 

provision effectively seeks to ensure necessary school places are 
delivered through a managed approach. The Plan states that, 
‘Planning permission will only be granted if it can be demonstrated 
that there is, or will be, sufficient infrastructure capacity to support 
and meet the necessary infrastructure requirements arising from 
the proposed development’. Section 2 of the Policy also seeks 
consideration of cumulative impacts on infrastructure capacity. 
Positive effects are highlighted.  

SO3 3.1 The policy refers to the management of infrastructure provision 
within developments. The Policy will ensure that poverty and social 
exclusion is addressed in those areas where development occurs 
throughout the plan period. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

3.2 The policy refers to the management of infrastructure provision 
within developments. Effective management of infrastructure 
provision effectively seeks to ensure improved access to key 
services and social infrastructure. The Plan states that, ‘Planning 
permission will only be granted if it can be demonstrated that there 
is, or will be, sufficient infrastructure capacity to support and meet 
the necessary infrastructure requirements arising from the 
proposed development’. Section 2 of the Policy also seeks 
consideration of cumulative impacts on infrastructure capacity. 
Significant positive effects are highlighted overall due to the Policy’s 
managed approach to ensuing all elements of social infrastructure 
within the remit of the Plan can be provided as a pre-requisite of 
any planning permission(s).  

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 N/A N/A             
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SO4 4.1 N/A N/A             

4.2 N/A N/A             

4.3 N/A N/A             

4.4 N/A N/A             

4.5 N/A N/A             

4.6 N/A N/A             

SO5 5.1 N/A N/A             

5.2 N/A N/A             

5.3 N/A N/A             

5.4 N/A N/A             

5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 The policy refers to the management of infrastructure provision 
within developments.  

Effective management of infrastructure provision effectively seeks 
to ensure water availability to serve new developments. The Plan 
states that, ‘Planning permission will only be granted if it can be 
demonstrated that there is, or will be, sufficient infrastructure 
capacity to support and meet the necessary infrastructure 
requirements arising from the proposed development’. Section 2 of 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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the Policy also seeks consideration of cumulative impacts on 
infrastructure capacity. Positive effects are highlighted.  

5.7 The policy refers to the management of infrastructure provision 
within developments.  

Effective management of infrastructure provision effectively seeks 
to ensure water availability to serve new developments. The Plan 
states that, ‘Planning permission will only be granted if it can be 
demonstrated that there is, or will be, sufficient infrastructure 
capacity to support and meet the necessary infrastructure 
requirements arising from the proposed development’. Section 2 of 
the Policy also seeks consideration of cumulative impacts on 
infrastructure capacity. Positive effects are highlighted.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

5.8 N/A N/A             

SO6 6.1 N/A N/A             

6.2 N/A N/A             

6.3 N/A N/A             

6.4 N/A N/A             

SO7 7.1 N/A N/A             

7.2 N/A N/A             

7.3 N/A N/A             
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7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A             

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 N/A N/A             

8.4 N/A N/A             

SO9 9.1 N/A N/A             

9.2 N/A N/A             

9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 N/A N/A             

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             

10.2 N/A N/A             

10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 N/A N/A             

10.5 N/A N/A             
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10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A             

11.2 N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A             

11.4 N/A N/A             

11.5 N/A N/A             

11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             

11.8 N/A N/A             

11.9 N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 N/A N/A             

12.2 N/A N/A             

12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 N/A N/A             
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13.2 N/A N/A             

13.3 N/A N/A             

13.4 N/A N/A             

SO14 14.1 The policy refers to the management of infrastructure provision 
within developments. The Policy, through setting out the 
parameters within which the Council’s will manage infrastructure 
requirements from new development, can ensure that positive 
indirect effects are realised for business development. Improved 
infrastructure can enhance the attractiveness of an area for inward 
investment.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

14.2 N/A N/A             

14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 N/A N/A             

14.5 N/A N/A             

14.6 N/A N/A             

14.7 The policy refers to the management of infrastructure provision 
within developments. The Policy, through setting out the 
parameters within which the Council’s will manage infrastructure 
requirements from new development, can ensure that positive 
indirect effects are realised for business development. Improved 
infrastructure can enhance the attractiveness of an area for inward 
investment.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 The policy refers to the management of infrastructure provision 
within developments. Effective management of infrastructure 
provision effectively seeks to ensure improved access to health 
facilities and social care services. The Plan states that, ‘Planning 
permission will only be granted if it can be demonstrated that there 
is, or will be, sufficient infrastructure capacity to support and meet 
the necessary infrastructure requirements arising from the 
proposed development’. Section 2 of the Policy also seeks 
consideration of cumulative impacts on infrastructure capacity. 
Positive effects are highlighted, with health and social care services 
more applicable to Policy LP32 of the Plan.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 It is uncertain whether a managed approach to infrastructure will 
have a positive effect on out-commuting, where necessary 
highways improvements can be seen to make private car 
movements more attractive. Equally, improvements in public 
transport, walking and cycling infrastructure can ensure that 
opportunities for sustainable travel is also maximised. 

?            ✓ 

16.2 Effective management of infrastructure provision effectively seeks 
to ensure improved access by walking and cycling. The Plan states 
that, ‘Planning permission will only be granted if it can be 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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demonstrated that there is, or will be, sufficient infrastructure 
capacity to support and meet the necessary infrastructure 
requirements arising from the proposed development’. Section 2 of 
the Policy also seeks consideration of cumulative impacts on 
infrastructure capacity. Positive effects are highlighted.  

16.3 Effective management of infrastructure provision effectively seeks 
to ensure improved access by walking and cycling. The Plan states 
that, ‘Planning permission will only be granted if it can be 
demonstrated that there is, or will be, sufficient infrastructure 
capacity to support and meet the necessary infrastructure 
requirements arising from the proposed development’. Section 2 of 
the Policy also seeks consideration of cumulative impacts on 
infrastructure capacity. Positive effects are highlighted.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

16.4 It is uncertain whether a managed approach to infrastructure will 
have a positive effect on sustainable freight movements, where 
necessary (strategic) highways improvements can be seen to make 
road transport more attractive. Equally, improvements in rail can 
ensure that opportunities for sustainable freight movements are 
also maximised however it is further uncertain whether the freight 
industry would directly contribute to such infrastructure 
improvements in the Plan area. 

?            ✓ 
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

No mitigation measures or recommendations are proposed at this stage. 
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Page 465 Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability  
Appraisal: Annex C 

 

   

 

Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 
 

Table 33: Policy LP32 
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SO1 1.1 The Policy will have positive effects on improving access to health 
facilities and social care services through the Councils’ support for 
appropriate and well-designed applications regarding the creation 
of new health and/or education facilities, and extensions to existing 
facilities. Impacts are not significant in line with the wider Plan due 
to the delivery of healthcare facilities being a matter for the NHS or 
other relevant healthcare providers. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

1.2 N/A N/A             

1.3 Indirectly, the healthcare needs of an ageing population can be met 
through the Councils’ stance on safeguarding existing facilities and 
support for appropriate and well-designed applications regarding 
the creation of new health and/or education facilities, and 
extensions to existing facilities. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

1.4 N/A N/A             

1.5 N/A N/A             

1.6 N/A N/A             

1.7 N/A N/A             

1.8 N/A N/A             
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1.9 N/A N/A             

1.10 The Policy seeks opportunities for shared community use through 
stating that the Councils will assist in delivering development that 
has a positive impact on the community. How this will be done will 
differ on a case-by-case basis, however this includes the shared 
use of facilities such as sports pitches.  

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

1.11 N/A N/A             

1.12 N/A N/A             

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 The Policy will have positive effects on providing an adequate 
range of educational facilities and ensuring sufficient capacity exists 
for new and existing communities.  The Policy states that the 
Councils’ support appropriate and well-designed applications 
regarding the creation of new health and/or education facilities, and 
extensions to existing facilities. In accumulation with Policy LP31, 
capacities / the demand for school places will be managed 
cumulatively. More widely, the Plan can be expected to have 
significant positive effects associated with Plan led growth through 
working with Suffolk County Council through the IDP to identify the 
educational requirements needed to accommodate growth in the 
Joint Local Plan. 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

2.3 The Policy will have positive effects on providing meeting education 
needs and ensuring sufficient capacity exists for new and existing 
communities.  The Policy states that the Councils’ support 
appropriate and well-designed applications regarding the creation 
of new health and/or education facilities, and extensions to existing 

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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facilities. In accumulation with Policy LP31, capacities / the demand 
for school places will be managed cumulatively. More widely, the 
Plan can be expected to have significant positive effects associated 
with Plan led growth through working with Suffolk County Council 
through the IDP to identify the educational requirements needed to 
accommodate growth in the Joint Local Plan. 

SO3 3.1 The Policy will ensure that poverty and social exclusion (regarding 
health and education) is addressed in those areas where 
development occurs throughout the plan period. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

3.2 The Policy effectively seeks to ensure improved access to key 
services and social infrastructure related to health and education. 
Significant positive effects are highlighted in accumulation with 
Policy LP31 due to the Policy’s managed approach to ensuing all 
elements of social infrastructure within the remit of the Plan can be 
provided as a pre-requisite of any planning permission(s).  

++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 N/A N/A             

SO4 4.1 N/A N/A             

4.2 N/A N/A             

4.3 N/A N/A             

4.4 N/A N/A             
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4.5 N/A N/A             

4.6 N/A N/A             

SO5 5.1 N/A N/A             

5.2 N/A N/A             

5.3 N/A N/A             

5.4 N/A N/A             

5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 N/A N/A             

5.7 N/A N/A             

5.8 N/A N/A             

SO6 6.1 N/A N/A             

6.2 N/A N/A             

6.3 N/A N/A             

6.4 N/A N/A             

SO7 7.1 N/A N/A             
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7.2 N/A N/A             

7.3 N/A N/A             

7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A             

8.2 N/A N/A             

8.3 N/A N/A             

8.4 N/A N/A             

SO9 9.1 N/A N/A             

9.2 N/A N/A             

9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 N/A N/A             

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             

10.2 N/A N/A             

10.3 N/A N/A             
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10.4 N/A N/A             

10.5 N/A N/A             

10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1 N/A N/A             

11.2 N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A             

11.4 N/A N/A             

11.5 N/A N/A             

11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             

11.8 N/A N/A             

11.9 N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 N/A N/A             

12.2 N/A N/A             
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12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 N/A N/A             

13.2 N/A N/A             

13.3 N/A N/A             

13.4 N/A N/A             

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 N/A N/A             

14.3 Positive effects on promoting growth in key sectors can be ensured 
through the policy approach to health and education provision. 
Health is a key employment sector in the Plan area. 

+ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

14.4 N/A N/A             

14.5 N/A N/A             

14.6 N/A N/A             

14.7 N/A N/A             

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             
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14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 N/A N/A             

16.2 N/A N/A             

16.3 N/A N/A             

16.4 N/A N/A             
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Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

No mitigation measures or recommendations are proposed at this stage. 
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SO1 1.1 The Policy sets out the Plan’s approach to ensuring infrastructure 
delivery to support Plan-led growth; through a combination of 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), Planning Obligations, 
Developer Contributions. This is evidenced by the Councils 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan and the associated Joint Local Plan 
evidence base. Applicants shall adhere to the relevant documents 
endorsed by the Council detailing the types and priorities of 
infrastructure provision required for the districts. The Policy does 
not directly identify specific infrastructure requirements (this is 
included within Strategic Policy) to support Plan growth, instead 
making reference to what is expected of any planning applications 
coming forward within the Plan period. There are therefore no 
effects resulting directly from this Policy.  

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

1.2 The Policy states that planning applications will be expected to 
include appropriate infrastructure provision. This has the potential 
to include infrastructure that will affect healthy lifestyles, and as 
such indirect positive effects could be forthcoming. The Policy does 
not directly identify specific infrastructure requirements (this is 
included within Strategic Policy) to support Plan growth, instead 
making reference to what is expected of any planning applications 
coming forward within the Plan period. There are therefore no 
effects resulting directly from this Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

1.3 The Policy states that planning applications will be expected to 
include appropriate infrastructure provision. This has the potential 
to include infrastructure that will support older people, and as such 
indirect positive effects could be forthcoming. The Policy does not 
directly identify specific infrastructure requirements (this is included 
within Strategic Policy) to support Plan growth, instead making 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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reference to what is expected of any planning applications coming 
forward within the Plan period. There are therefore no effects 
resulting directly from this Policy. 

1.4 N/A N/A             

1.5 The Policy sets out the Plan’s approach to ensuring infrastructure 
delivery to support Plan-led growth; through a combination of 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), Planning Obligations, 
Developer Contributions. This is evidenced by the Councils 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan and the associated Joint Local Plan 
evidence base. Applicants shall adhere to the relevant documents 
endorsed by the Council detailing the types and priorities of 
infrastructure provision required for the districts. The Policy does 
not directly identify specific infrastructure requirements (this is 
included within Strategic Policy) to support Plan growth, instead 
making reference to what is expected of any planning applications 
coming forward within the Plan period. There are therefore no 
effects resulting directly from this Policy.  

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

1.6 The Policy sets out the Plan’s approach to ensuring infrastructure 
delivery to support Plan-led growth; through a combination of 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), Planning Obligations, 
Developer Contributions. This is evidenced by the Councils 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan and the associated Joint Local Plan 
evidence base. Applicants shall adhere to the relevant documents 
endorsed by the Council detailing the types and priorities of 
infrastructure provision required for the districts. The Policy does 
not directly identify specific infrastructure requirements (this is 
included within Strategic Policy) to support Plan growth, instead 
making reference to what is expected of any planning applications 
coming forward within the Plan period. There are therefore no 
effects resulting directly from this Policy.  

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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1.7 The Policy sets out the Plan’s approach to ensuring infrastructure 
delivery to support Plan-led growth; through a combination of 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), Planning Obligations, 
Developer Contributions. This is evidenced by the Councils 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan and the associated Joint Local Plan 
evidence base. Applicants shall adhere to the relevant documents 
endorsed by the Council detailing the types and priorities of 
infrastructure provision required for the districts. The Policy does 
not directly identify specific infrastructure requirements (this is 
included within Strategic Policy) to support Plan growth, instead 
making reference to what is expected of any planning applications 
coming forward within the Plan period. There are therefore no 
effects resulting directly from this Policy.  

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

1.8 The Policy states that planning applications will be expected to 
include appropriate infrastructure provision. This has the potential 
to include infrastructure that will reduce crime and anti-social 
behaviour, and as such indirect positive effects could be 
forthcoming. The Policy does not directly identify specific 
infrastructure requirements (this is included within Strategic Policy) 
to support Plan growth, instead making reference to what is 
expected of any planning applications coming forward within the 
Plan period. There are therefore no effects resulting directly from 
this Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

1.9 N/A N/A             

1.10 N/A N/A             

1.11 N/A N/A             

1.12 The Policy sets out the Plan’s approach to ensuring infrastructure 
delivery to support Plan-led growth; through a combination of 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), Planning Obligations, 
Developer Contributions. This is evidenced by the Councils 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan and the associated Joint Local Plan 
evidence base. Applicants shall adhere to the relevant documents 
endorsed by the Council detailing the types and priorities of 
infrastructure provision required for the districts. The Policy does 
not directly identify specific infrastructure requirements (this is 
included within Strategic Policy) to support Plan growth, instead 
making reference to what is expected of any planning applications 
coming forward within the Plan period. There are therefore no 
effects resulting directly from this Policy.  

SO2 2.1 N/A N/A             

2.2 The Policy sets out the Plan’s approach to ensuring infrastructure 
delivery to support Plan-led growth; through a combination of 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), Planning Obligations, 
Developer Contributions. This is evidenced by the Councils 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan and the associated Joint Local Plan 
evidence base. Applicants shall adhere to the relevant documents 
endorsed by the Council detailing the types and priorities of 
infrastructure provision required for the districts. The Policy does 
not directly identify specific infrastructure requirements (this is 
included within Strategic Policy) to support Plan growth, instead 
making reference to what is expected of any planning applications 
coming forward within the Plan period. There are therefore no 
effects resulting directly from this Policy.  

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

2.3 The Policy sets out the Plan’s approach to ensuring infrastructure 
delivery to support Plan-led growth; through a combination of 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), Planning Obligations, 
Developer Contributions. This is evidenced by the Councils 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan and the associated Joint Local Plan 
evidence base. Applicants shall adhere to the relevant documents 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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endorsed by the Council detailing the types and priorities of 
infrastructure provision required for the districts. The Policy does 
not directly identify specific infrastructure requirements (this is 
included within Strategic Policy) to support Plan growth, instead 
making reference to what is expected of any planning applications 
coming forward within the Plan period. There are therefore no 
effects resulting directly from this Policy.  

SO3 3.1 The Policy sets out the Plan’s approach to ensuring infrastructure 
delivery to support Plan-led growth; through a combination of 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), Planning Obligations, 
Developer Contributions. This is evidenced by the Councils 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan and the associated Joint Local Plan 
evidence base. Applicants shall adhere to the relevant documents 
endorsed by the Council detailing the types and priorities of 
infrastructure provision required for the districts. The Policy does 
not directly identify specific infrastructure requirements (this is 
included within Strategic Policy) to support Plan growth, instead 
making reference to what is expected of any planning applications 
coming forward within the Plan period. There are therefore no 
effects resulting directly from this Policy.  

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

3.2 The Policy sets out the Plan’s approach to ensuring infrastructure 
delivery to support Plan-led growth; through a combination of 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), Planning Obligations, 
Developer Contributions. This is evidenced by the Councils 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan and the associated Joint Local Plan 
evidence base. Applicants shall adhere to the relevant documents 
endorsed by the Council detailing the types and priorities of 
infrastructure provision required for the districts. The Policy does 
not directly identify specific infrastructure requirements (this is 
included within Strategic Policy) to support Plan growth, instead 
making reference to what is expected of any planning applications 
coming forward within the Plan period. There are therefore no 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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effects resulting directly from this Policy.  

3.3 N/A N/A             

3.4 N/A N/A             

3.5 N/A N/A             

SO4 4.1 N/A N/A             

4.2 N/A N/A             

4.3 The Policy states that planning applications will be expected to 
include appropriate infrastructure provision. This has the potential 
to include contributions towards affordable housing, and as such 
indirect positive effects could be forthcoming. The Policy does not 
directly identify specific infrastructure requirements (this is included 
within Strategic Policy) to support Plan growth, instead making 
reference to what is expected of any planning applications coming 
forward within the Plan period. There are therefore no effects 
resulting directly from this Policy. 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

4.4 N/A N/A             

4.5 N/A N/A             

4.6 N/A N/A             

SO5 5.1 N/A N/A             

5.2 N/A N/A             
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5.3 N/A N/A             

5.4 N/A N/A             

5.5 N/A N/A             

5.6 The Policy sets out the Plan’s approach to ensuring infrastructure 
delivery to support Plan-led growth; through a combination of 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), Planning Obligations, 
Developer Contributions. This is evidenced by the Councils 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan and the associated Joint Local Plan 
evidence base. Applicants shall adhere to the relevant documents 
endorsed by the Council detailing the types and priorities of 
infrastructure provision required for the districts. The Policy does 
not directly identify specific infrastructure requirements (this is 
included within Strategic Policy) to support Plan growth, instead 
making reference to what is expected of any planning applications 
coming forward within the Plan period. There are therefore no 
effects resulting directly from this Policy.  

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

5.7 The Policy sets out the Plan’s approach to ensuring infrastructure 
delivery to support Plan-led growth; through a combination of 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), Planning Obligations, 
Developer Contributions. This is evidenced by the Councils 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan and the associated Joint Local Plan 
evidence base. Applicants shall adhere to the relevant documents 
endorsed by the Council detailing the types and priorities of 
infrastructure provision required for the districts. The Policy does 
not directly identify specific infrastructure requirements (this is 
included within Strategic Policy) to support Plan growth, instead 
making reference to what is expected of any planning applications 
coming forward within the Plan period. There are therefore no 
effects resulting directly from this Policy. The Policy does not 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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directly identify specific infrastructure requirements (this is included 
within Strategic Policy) to support Plan growth, instead making 
reference to what is expected of any planning applications coming 
forward within the Plan period. There are therefore no effects 
resulting directly from this Policy. 

5.8 N/A N/A             

SO6 6.1 N/A N/A             

6.2 N/A N/A             

6.3 N/A N/A             

6.4 N/A N/A             

SO7 7.1 N/A N/A             

7.2 N/A N/A             

7.3 N/A N/A             

7.4 N/A N/A             

7.5 N/A N/A             

SO8 8.1 N/A N/A             

8.2 N/A N/A             
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8.3 N/A N/A             

8.4 N/A N/A             

SO9 9.1 N/A N/A             

9.2 N/A N/A             

9.3 N/A N/A             

9.4 N/A N/A             

SO10 10.1 N/A N/A             

10.2 N/A N/A             

10.3 N/A N/A             

10.4 N/A N/A             

10.5 N/A N/A             

10.6 N/A N/A             

10.7 N/A N/A             

SO11 11.1 The Policy states that applicants are required to mitigate the 
additional impacts their development will place on infrastructure. 
This includes HRA planning obligations and RAMS contributions 
which exist to ensure no effects on Habitats Sites are realised from 

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   
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development. 

11.2 N/A N/A             

11.3 N/A N/A             

11.4 N/A N/A             

11.5 N/A N/A             

11.6 N/A N/A             

11.7 N/A N/A             

11.8 N/A N/A             

11.9 N/A N/A             

SO12 12.1 N/A N/A             

12.2 N/A N/A             

12.3 N/A N/A             

SO13 13.1 N/A N/A             

13.2 N/A N/A             

13.3 N/A N/A             
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13.4 N/A N/A             

SO14 14.1 N/A N/A             

14.2 N/A N/A             

14.3 N/A N/A             

14.4 N/A N/A             

14.5 N/A N/A             

14.6 N/A N/A             

14.7 N/A N/A             

14.8 N/A N/A             

14.9 N/A N/A             

14.10 N/A N/A             

SO15 15.1 N/A N/A             

15.2 N/A N/A             

15.3 N/A N/A             

SO16 16.1 N/A N/A             
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16.2 The Policy sets out the Plan’s approach to ensuring infrastructure 
delivery to support Plan-led growth; through a combination of 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), Planning Obligations, 
Developer Contributions. This is evidenced by the Councils 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan and the associated Joint Local Plan 
evidence base. Applicants shall adhere to the relevant documents 
endorsed by the Council detailing the types and priorities of 
infrastructure provision required for the districts. The Policy does 
not directly identify specific infrastructure requirements (this is 
included within Strategic Policy) to support Plan growth, instead 
making reference to what is expected of any planning applications 
coming forward within the Plan period. There are therefore no 
effects resulting directly from this Policy.  

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

16.3 The Policy sets out the Plan’s approach to ensuring infrastructure 
delivery to support Plan-led growth; through a combination of 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), Planning Obligations, 
Developer Contributions. This is evidenced by the Councils 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan and the associated Joint Local Plan 
evidence base. Applicants shall adhere to the relevant documents 
endorsed by the Council detailing the types and priorities of 
infrastructure provision required for the districts. The Policy does 
not directly identify specific infrastructure requirements (this is 
included within Strategic Policy) to support Plan growth, instead 
making reference to what is expected of any planning applications 
coming forward within the Plan period. There are therefore no 
effects resulting directly from this Policy.  

0 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

16.4 N/A N/A            ? 

 



 

 

Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations 

No mitigation measures or recommendations are proposed at this stage. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Background 

Babergh District and Mid Suffolk District Councils commissioned Place Services of Essex County Council to 
undertake an independent Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of the Regulation 18 Babergh & Mid Suffolk Joint 
Local Plan.  

This Interim Report assesses the Strategic Policies of the Local Plan and has been issued for iterative 
purposes to aid the formulation of the Plan ahead of the Regulation 18 consultation. Please note that any 
effects contained within this Interim Report may change prior to the finalisation of the Regulation 18 Local 
Plan and may differ from those in the SA Environmental Report that accompanies the Plan at that stage. 

This Annex represents the detailed appraisal of the Plan’s Strategic policies, as included within the 
Regulation 18 Local Plan. Full details of policy and where relevant alternatives are documented in the 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan 2016 – 36 Regulation 18 and the accompanying Sustainability 
Appraisal (2019). 

1.2 The Local Plan – Strategic Policies 

The Babergh & Mid Suffolk Local Plan (referred to hereafter as the Plan) responds to a national requirement 
that Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) must set planning policies in a local authority area. Local plans must 
be positively prepared, justified, effective and consistent with national policy in accordance with section 20 of 
the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended) and the National Planning Policy 
Framework 2018.  

The Regulation 18 Local Plan will outline the LPA’s preferred options for consultation purposes. In line with 
the National Planning Policy Framework, the Local Plan should be clear in setting out the strategic priorities 
for the area and the policies that address these, and which also provide the strategic framework within which 
any neighbourhood plans may be prepared to shape development at the community level. 

This SA assesses all relevant elements of the Plan’s Strategic Policies that could give rise to any 
environmental, social or economic effects, including reasonable alternatives. 

1.3 The Approach to Assessing the Local Plan’s Policy Content 

The SA of the Local Plan appraises the document’s policies against the Sustainability Objectives (SOs) 
outlined in the sustainability framework. These are reiterated in the table below. 
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Table 1: SA Framework for Assessing the Plan 

Sustainability 

Objective 
Proposed guide questions to meet objective 

1. To improve the 
health and wellbeing of 
the population overall 
and reduce health 
inequalities 

(1.1) Will it improve access to, health facilities and social care services? 

(1.2) Will it encourage healthy lifestyles?  

(1.3) Will it support special needs and an ageing population?  

(1.4) Will it increase access to open countryside?  

(1.5) Will it increase access to public open space?  

(1.6) Will it improve access to cultural facilities?  

(1.7) Will it improve access to community facilities?  

(1.8) Will it reduce crime and anti-social activity?  

(1.9) Will it reduce noise and odour concerns?  

(1.10) Does the proposal explore opportunities for shared community use and co-location of services?  

(1.11) Does the proposal retain and enhance existing open and natural spaces? 

(1.12) Does the proposal provide a range of play spaces for children and young people? 

2. To maintain and 
improve levels of 
education and skills in 
the population overall 

(2.1) Will it improve qualifications and skills of young people and adults?  

(2.2) Will it support the provision of an adequate range of educational and child care facilities? / Does 
the proposal provide childcare facilities?  

(2.3) Does the proposal contribute to meeting primary, secondary and post 19 education needs? 

3. To reduce poverty 
and social exclusion 
and ensure access to 
jobs and services 

(3.1) Will it reduce poverty and social exclusion in those areas most affected?  

(3.2) Will it maintain and improve access to key services and facilities for all sectors of the population? 
/Does the proposal retain or re-provide existing social infrastructure?  

(3.3) Will it reduce unemployment overall? 

(3.4) Does the proposal include a mix of uses and a range of community facilities? 

(3.5) Does the proposal include Lifetime Homes? 

4. To meet the housing 
requirements of the 
whole community 

(4.1) Will it meet the housing requirements of the whole community?  

(4.2) Will it reduce homelessness?  

(4.3) Will it contribute to meeting demand for a range and mix of housing including affordable housing 
and specialist housing?  

(4.4) Will it reduce the number of unfit homes? 

(4.5) Does the proposal include homes that can be adapted to support independent living for older and 
disabled people?  

(4.6) Does the proposal address the housing needs of older people, i.e. extra care housing, sheltered 
housing, lifetime homes and wheelchair accessible homes? 

5. To conserve and 
enhance water quality 
and resources 

(5.1) Will it protect and enhance water resources  

(5.2) Will it support the achievement of Water Framework Directive targets?  

(5.3) Will it protect and improve the quality of inland waters?  

(5.4) Will it protect and improve the quality of coastal waters?  

(5.5) Will it promote sustainable use of water?  

(5.6) Will it maintain water availability or water dependent habitats?  

(5.7) Will it support the provision of sufficient water supply and treatment infrastructure?  



Page 8 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan 
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex D 

 

 

  

Sustainability 

Objective 

Proposed guide questions to meet objective 

(5.8) Does the proposal incorporate sustainable design and construction techniques? 

6. To maintain and 
where possible improve 
air quality and reduce 
noise pollution. 

(6.1) Will it protect and improve air quality? 

(6.2) Does the proposal minimise noise pollution caused by traffic and commercial uses?  

(6.3) Will it avoid exacerbating existing air quality issues in designated AQMAs?  

(6.4) Does the proposal incorporate sustainable design and construction techniques? 

7. To conserve soil and 
mineral resources 

(7.1) Will it minimise the loss of open countryside to development?  

(7.2) Will it minimise loss of the best and most versatile agricultural land to development?  

(7.3) Does the proposal make best use of existing land?  

(7.4) Will it maintain and enhance soil quality?  

(7.5) Will it promote sustainable use of minerals?  

8. To promote the 
sustainable 
management of waste 

(8.1) Will it reduce household waste generated /head of population?  

(8.2) Will it reduce commercial and industrial waste generated /head of population?  

(8.3) Will it increase rate/head of population of waste reuse and recycling? /Does the proposal 
encourage recycling (including building materials)?  

(8.4) Does the proposal incorporate sustainable design and construction techniques? 

9. To reduce 
contribution to climate 
change 

(9.1) Will it reduce emissions of greenhouse gases/head of population by reducing energy 
consumption?  

(9.2) Will it increase the proportion of energy needs being met by renewable sources/  

(9.3) Does the proposal incorporate renewable energy?  

(9.4) Does the proposal contain homes that are highly energy efficient? 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability and 
increase resilience to 
extreme weather 
events and flooding 
which may be caused 
by climate change 

(10.1) Will it minimise the risk of flooding to people and property from rivers and watercourses?  

(10.2) Will it minimise the risk of flooding to people and property on the estuary?  

(10.3) Will it reduce the risk of estuarine erosion?  

(10.4) Will it reduce the risk of damage to people and property from extreme weather events?  

(10.5) Does the proposal incorporate sustainable design and construction techniques?  

(10.6) Does the proposal ensure that buildings and public spaces are designed to respond to winter 
and summer temperatures, i.e. ventilation, shading and landscaping?  

(10.7) Does the proposal incorporate sustainable urban drainage techniques? 

11. To conserve and 
enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity 

(11.1) Will it maintain and enhance European designated nature conservation sites?  

(11.2) Will it maintain and enhance nationally designated nature conservation sites?  

(11.3) Will it maintain and enhance locally designated nature conservation sites?  

(11.4) Will it avoid disturbance or damage to protected species and their habitats?  

(11.5) Will it help deliver the targets and actions for habitats and species within the Suffolk Biodiversity 
Action Plan?  

(11.6) Will it help to reverse the national decline in farmland birds?  

(11.7) Will it protect and enhance sites, features and areas of geological value in both urban and rural 
areas?  
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Sustainability 

Objective 

Proposed guide questions to meet objective 

(11.8) Will it lead to the creation of new habitat?  

(11.9) Does the proposal maintain or enhance biodiversity? 

12. To conserve and 
where appropriate 
enhance areas and 
assets of historical and 
archaeological 
importance and their 
settings 

(12.1) Will it protect and enhance buildings, monuments, sites, places, areas and landscapes of 
heritage interest or cultural value (including their setting) meriting consideration in planning decisions?  

(12.2) Will it protect and enhance sites, features and areas of archaeological value in both urban and 
rural areas?  

(12.3) Will it enhance accessibility to cultural heritage assets? 

13. To conserve and 
enhance the quality 
and local 
distinctiveness of 
landscapes and 
townscapes 

(13.1) Will it conserve and enhance the AONB?  

(13.2) Will it reduce the amount of derelict, degraded and underused land?  

(13.3) Will it protect and enhance the settlement and its setting within the landscape? / Will it protect 
and enhance landscape character? 

14. To achieve 
sustainable levels of 
prosperity and 
economic growth 
throughout the plan 
area 

(14.1) Will it improve business development and enhance competitiveness?  

(14.2) Will it improve the resilience of business and the economy?  

(14.3) Will it promote growth in key sectors?  

(14.4) Will it improve economic performance in disadvantaged areas?  

(14.5) Will it encourage rural diversification?  

(14.6) Will it encourage indigenous business?  

(14.7) Will it encourage inward investment?  

(14.8) Will it make land available for business development?  

(14.9) Is there a range of retail uses, including food stores and smaller affordable shops for social 
enterprises?  

(14.10) Does the proposal include managed and affordable workspace for local businesses? 

15. To revitalise the 
Districts’ town centres 

(15.1) Will it increase the range of employment opportunities, shops and services available in town?  

(15.2) Will it decrease the number of vacant units in town centres?  

(15.3) Will it enhance the viability and vitality of the Districts’ centres? 

16. To encourage 
efficient patterns of 
movement and the use 
of sustainable methods 
of travel in support of 
economic growth 

(16.1) Will it reduce commuting?  

(16.2) Will it improve accessibility to work by public transport, walking and cycling?  

(16.3) Would it promote the use of sustainable travel modes and reduce dependence on the private 
car?  

(16.4) Will it increase the proportion of freight transported by rail or other sustainable modes? 

The aim is to assess the sustainability effects of the Plan following implementation. The appraisal looks at 
the secondary, cumulative, synergistic, short, medium and long-term permanent and temporary effects in 
accordance with Annex 1 of the SEA Directive, as well as assessing alternatives and suggesting mitigation 
measures where appropriate. The findings are accompanied by an appraisal matrix which will document the 
effects over time. 

The content to be included within the assessment of options responds to those ‘significant effects’ of the 
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policy or element of the Local Plan subject to appraisal. Appraisals will also look at the following: 

• Temporal effects; 

• Secondary, Cumulative and Synergistic effects; 

• The appraisal of Alternatives; and 

• Proposed mitigation measures / recommendations 

These, and ‘significant effects’ are further described in the following sub-sections. 

1.3.1 Description of ‘Significant Effects’ 

The strength of impacts can vary dependant on the relevance of the policy content to certain sustainability 
objectives or themes. Where the policies have been appraised against the Sustainability Objectives the basis 
for making judgements within the assessment is identified within the following key: 

Possible impact Basis for judgement 

++ Strong prospect of there being significant positive impacts 

+ Strong prospect of there being minor positive impacts 

? Possibility of either positive or negative impacts, or general uncertainty. 

0 No impact 

N/A Not applicable to the scope or context of the appraised content 

- Strong prospect of there being negative impacts  

- - Strong prospect of there being significant negative impacts  

Commentary is included to describe the effects of the policy on the sustainability objectives and this includes 
a judgement of whether any positive or negative impact is significant, and with the regard to the latter, the 
prospects for mitigation. 

1.3.2 Description of ‘Temporal Effects’ 

The appraisals of the policies contained within the Local Plan recognise that impacts may vary over 
time.  Three time periods have been used to reflect this and are shown in the appraisal tables as S (short 
term), M (medium term) and L (long term). For the purpose of the policy elements of the Plan S, M and L 
depict: 

 (S) Short term: early stages of the plan period (up to 2025).   

 (M) Medium Term: middle stages of the plan period. (2025 – 2030)  
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 (L) Long term: latter stages of the plan period (2030 - 2036) and where relevant beyond  

1.3.3 Description of ‘Secondary, Cumulative and Synergistic Effects’ 

In addition to those effects that may arise indirectly (secondary effects), relationships between different 
policies will be assessed in order to highlight any possible strengthening or weakening of impacts from their 
implementation together. Cumulative effects refer to impacts occurring directly from two different policies 
together, and synergistic effects are those that offer a strengthening or worsening of more than one policy 
that is greater than any individual impact. 

1.3.4 Description of ‘Alternatives Considered’  

Planning Practice Guidance states that reasonable alternatives are the different realistic options considered 
by the plan-maker in developing the policies in its plan. They must be sufficiently distinct to highlight the 
different sustainability implications of each so that meaningful comparisons can be made. The alternatives 
must be realistic and deliverable. Alternatives for the direction of policies will be appraised and chronicled 
alongside each appraisal where relevant and identified, together with the reason for their rejection / non-
progression. 

1.3.5 Description of ‘Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations’ 

Negative or uncertain impacts may be highlighted within appraisals. Mitigation measures may counteract or 
ameliorate those impacts and these will be highlighted in this section for each policy where relevant. In 
addition to this, this section will also include any recommendations that are not directly linked to negative or 
uncertain impacts, but if incorporated may lead to sustainability improvements. 

1.4 Assumptions Made in the Assessment of the Plan’s Content 

1.4.1 Policy and Site Appraisals 

It should be noted that the appraisal of options is not straightforward.  There is a requirement to create a 
‘level playing field’ for the assessment of both allocated and alternative sites.  

The appraisal of the Plan’s options has been undertaken using all available information that is relevant for 
use across all options. For this purpose and to further reflect a consistency of approach, where sites are 
considered, the detailed information submitted for each site by the landowners / developers of each option 
have not been taken into account in those instances where they can be seen to offer different levels of 
information. As such, only those site boundaries and the quantum of development for options have been 
taken from the respective submissions, in accordance with the information held on the B&MSDC Strategic 
Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (SHELAA). 
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2. The Appraisal of the Local Plan’s 
Strategic Policies 

2.1 Introduction 

The following sub-sections present the appraisal of Policies SP01 – SP10 within the Local Plan. This 
includes an appraisal of all identified reasonable alternatives. The process behind the identification of each 
alternative has been included, citing the source of each alternative in each instance.  

2.2 Strategic Policies 

This section assesses the Plan’s Strategic Policies, alongside reasonable alternatives. The Local Plan 
contains the following Strategic Policies: 

• Policy SP01 – Housing Needs 

• Policy SP02 – Affordable Housing 

• Policy SP03 – Settlement Hierarchy 

• Policy SP04 – Housing Spatial Distribution 

• Policy SP05 – Employment land 

• Policy SP06 – Retail and Leisure 

• Policy SP07 – Tourism 

• Policy SP08 – Infrastructure Provision 

• Policy SP09 – Cross-boundary Mitigation of Effects on Protected Habitats 

• Policy SP010 – Climate Change 

2.2.1 Policy SP01 – Housing Needs 

 

A. Housing Needs / Quantum 

In regard to the methodology used to calculate the two Districts’ housing needs, it can be considered that 
there are no reasonable alternatives. Any alternatives that deviate from the Plan’s approach would be 
contrary to the Government’s standard methodology for calculating local housing need, and the NPPF. As 
such, any alternative approaches or quanta can be considered unsound.  

The NPPF (2019), at paragraph 60 states that, ‘to determine the minimum number of homes needed, 
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strategic policies should be informed by a local housing need assessment, conducted using the standard 
method in National Planning Policy Guidance unless exceptional circumstances justify any alternative 
approach.’ It adds that, ‘in addition to the local housing need figure, any needs that cannot be met within 
neighbouring areas should also be taken into account in establishing the amount of housing to be planned 
for.’ The Plan’s statement in the Policy background, that ‘unmet housing need has not been identified to 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk by any neighbouring authorities either within the Ipswich HMA or beyond it’, is 
taken as fact. This position allows any additional housing requirement from neighbouring authorities to be 
ruled out. 

B. Housing Delivery 

The Plan at this stage proposes the expansion of a number of settlement boundaries throughout the Districts’ 
existing settlements in order to ensure a buffer of 20% can be provided within these expanded boundaries 
(any forthcoming development on the sites that represent the expanded boundaries would technically 
represent additional ‘windfall’ sites). Policy SP04 of the Plan and its supporting text / justification, 
demonstrates that the Councils can meet their OAN and the 20% buffer ensures further flexibility and 
deliverability throughout the Plan period. It is important to note that no allocations above OAN are included 
within the Plan and as such there are not considered to be any reasonable alternatives to the Policy’s 
approach (as OAN is met).  

Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 

It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policy and alternative options 
are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a strategic policy and effects are considered more 
relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
concerning the historic environment. Although some environmental effects are considered relevant only at 
the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation) and through relevant development 
management policies, it should be noted that the Plan’s site selection process (as evidenced through the 
SHELAA methodology) omits certain sites that have overriding sustainability concerns, such as flood risk. 
This means that no site allocation will cause, or be subject to some environmental effects. 

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Appendix 1. 

Employment opportunities 

It can be considered that there is potential for positive temporary effects through the construction of 
dwellings. The spatial extent and temporal effects are considered dependent upon the specific locations and 
delivery of development however. 

Biodiversity 

The Plan’s level of growth in itself is considered to have a negative effect on Habitats Sites, as evidenced by 
the Plan’s Appropriate Assessment and relevant to recreational disturbance. Impacts are precautionary in 
this assessment but are not considered significant in accumulation with the Districts’ adoption of the Suffolk 
Coast Recreational disturbance Avoidance Mitigation Strategy (RAMS). The Districts collect necessary 
contributions from development in those areas where effects are likely be experienced (within Zones of 
Influence (ZOIs) of Habitats Sites likely be affected by increased recreational pressure). The purpose of the 
RAMS is to avoid any effects at the strategic level, so effects are not identified as significant for the Plan as a 
whole. The temporal, spatial extent and permanency of effects are not deemed identifiable however from 
such a strategic policy, and are dependent on the location of development individually and cumulatively.  
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Greenfield / agricultural land 

The Policy’s level of housing growth can be considered to require the future development of Greenfield land 
and with it the loss of agricultural land; however it should be noted that specific effects will be dependent 
upon the location of development both individually and cumulatively. Effects are identified as negative due to 
the diminishing supply of available brownfield land within the Districts’ existing settlements, meaning 
Greenfield development is inevitable. Notionally, the small scale of the majority of brownfield land would 
likely lead to unacceptable densities to be required if they were to meet OAN; this can be expected to have a 
range of negative social and environmental effects on existing settlements in the Districts, many of which 
have historic significance. It should additionally be noted that the Plan is being developed since the 
Government’s requirements that a ‘brownfield register’ be annually updated within Babergh and Mid Suffolk, 
with ‘permission in principle’ status being granted within Part 2 of this register. This means that the Plan and 
the Councils are focused on brownfield development in the first instance. 

Despite the above, the protection of publically accessible open and natural spaces is ensured in the first 
instance through the Districts’ site selection methodology, as evidenced within the SHELAA. There will 
therefore be positive effects on retaining and enhancing existing open and natural spaces through the Plan’s 
overall approach to allocating sites for housing.  

Infrastructure requirements 

The Policy can be expected to have indirect positive effects through the requirements of developer 
contributions to be made for all qualifying housing developments. The spatial and permanency of effects is 
however considered dependent upon the location and composition of development and or facilities required. 

Housing 

Delivery is a key challenge of the Joint Local Plan. In recent years the delivery of new housing has been 
below the adopted requirements and the new local housing need figure in both Districts. The Councils are 
taking pro-active measures to improve delivery rates and the Joint Local Plan is aiming to identify and create 
flexibility for more development across the districts and has identified a buffer of approximately 20% in the 
supply of land for new housing up to 2036. The Policy in addressing the Districts’ objectively assessed needs 
(OAN) will have significantly positive effects. The Policy has been assessed as having a low level of 
uncertainty, due to the approach’s ability to address any unforeseen delays or barriers to delivery throughout 
the plan period. The buffer of 20% within the Policy is ensured through expanding settlement boundaries and 
therefore extending the principle of development within the settlements in which boundaries have been 
expanded. This includes hinterland villages, enabling the possibility of proportionate housing growth to be 
delivered in more rural areas of the Districts and meeting local needs. 

It should be acknowledged that in accordance with national planning legislation, the adopted planning 
policies in Babergh and Mid Suffolk districts will be kept under review at least every 5 years. As included 
within the Plan, housing requirements and delivery will be included within Plan reviews, including the 
possibility of a new settlement within the Plan area. This ensures further positive effects; planning policy 
requirements in general need to respond to any changing trends regarding delivery.     

The Policy and Plan in meeting OAN will ensure that homelessness is able to be addressed through a range 
of affordability, type and tenure. There will also be positive effects on supporting special needs and an 
ageing population. The spatial extent, temporal and permanency of effects will be dependent upon the 
location and delivery of development, although it should be noted that the Policy, in ensuring growth to 
hinterland villages and hamlets is possible (to provide the buffer) will see growth distributed more widely to 
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meet existing needs throughout the Plan area in both urban and rural areas.     

Open / natural space 

The Policy can be expected to have uncertainty regarding access to the open countryside. Although both 
Districts are predominantly rural, natural greenspace is not often publically accessible, aside from public 
rights of way and byways and areas of greenspace that are formally designated as public. 

Conclusions & Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  

It is recommended that the Policy is progressed as the preferred approach. The Policy will ensure 
significantly positive short-long term effects on meeting housing needs and ensuring delivery. This is further 
supported by commitments to a Plan review every 5 years. 

No mitigation measures are proposed at this stage for this policy and its specific content.  

2.2.2 Policy SP02 – Affordable Housing  

Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 

It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policy and alternative options 
are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a strategic policy and effects are considered more 
relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
concerning the historic environment and air quality. Although some environmental effects are considered 
relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation) and through relevant 
development management policies, it should be noted that the Plan’s site selection process (as evidenced 
through the SHELAA methodology) omits certain sites that have overriding sustainability concerns, such as 
flood risk. This means that no site allocation will cause, or be subject to some environmental effects. 

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Appendix 1. 

 Deprivation / poverty  

The Policy has positive effects on tackling some types of homelessness, in particular those who have 
difficulties in buying a home in rural areas of the Districts.  The Policy’s positive effects can be expected to 
be experienced in both rural and urban areas to differing degrees (there can be expected to be an element of 
affordable housing provision in both subject to viability), through the requirement of 35% being applicable to 
all developments that meet the Policy’s threshold throughout the Plan area. The alternative approach will 
have uncertain effects in contrast, as it is uncertain whether a ‘lower than the on-site affordable housing 
need requirement to the SHMA level’ approach would address homelessness / barriers to housing for all 
demographics. 

Housing 

The Policy has been assessed as having significant positive effects on meeting the housing needs of 
different demographics, through ensuring affordable housing.  The Policy’s positive effects can be expected 
to be experienced in both rural and urban areas to differing degrees (there can be expected to be an element 
of affordable housing provision in both subject to viability), through the requirement of 35% being applicable 
to all developments that meet the Policy’s threshold throughout the Plan area. In line with the Plan’s housing 
delivery Policy and meeting OAN throughout the plan period, effects can be expected to be realised in the 
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short-long term. Effects come with a medium degree of uncertainty, due to the Policy’s stance on exceptions 
based on viability. Effects on overall delivery (i.e. ensuring OAN is met) are assessed similarly through the 
alternative approach (ALT1); however there is a strong possibility that a lower requirement of on-site 
affordable housing delivery will not contribute to the requirement that the housing needs ‘of the whole 
community’ are met. As such, effects are not assessed as significant for the alternative approach.  

Cumulative effects will also be realised alongside the high number of Neighbourhood Plans within the two 
Districts, many of which seek to deliver affordable housing in rural areas where access to a range of housing 
is often apparent. The temporal and spatial extent of effects can be expected to be throughout the Plan 
period and in more rural areas, in line with the Plan’s Housing Spatial Distribution (Policy SP04). This is also 
largely the case for the alternative approach; however there is a higher level of uncertainty surrounding the 
approach’s ability to ensure affordable housing is delivered to meet identified needs. 

As part of the need for housing and in particular the delivery of affordable housing, the Policy will have 
positive indirect effects on supporting special needs and an ageing population. The spatial extent, temporal 
and permanency of effects will be dependent upon the location and delivery of development. This is also 
largely the case for any indicative lower requirement under the alternative approach; however there is a 
higher degree of uncertainty that this criterion would not be met..  

Conclusions & Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  

It is recommended that the Policy approach is progressed as it enables affordable housing delivery 
throughout both urban and rural areas. The Policy is also flexible, in ensuring that viability be a consideration 
should any exceptions be required and affect deliverability. 

No mitigation measures are proposed at this stage for this policy and its specific content. 

2.2.3 Policy SP03 – Settlement Hierarchy 

Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 

It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policy and alternative options 
are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a strategic policy and effects are considered more 
relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
concerning the historic environment and air quality. Although some environmental effects are considered 
relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation) and through relevant 
development management policies, it should be noted that the Plan’s site selection process (as evidenced 
through the SHELAA methodology) omits certain sites that have overriding sustainability concerns, such as 
flood risk. This means that no site allocation will cause, or be subject to some environmental effects. 

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Appendix 1. 

Access to facilities 

Development needs to be accommodated in settlements where the need to travel can be reduced through 
good access to facilities and services and where significant adverse impacts can be avoided or mitigated. 
The methodology behind the Policy takes account of key services and facilities and defines the settlement 
hierarchy accordingly. The approach of recognising relationships to higher order settlements, key services 
and supporting services (as per the Policy approach) can be considered to better reflect connectivity and 
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accessibility to a wider range of services. The Babergh and Mid Suffolk Ipswich fringe areas have historically 
been designated as growth areas in recognition of the cross boundary sphere of influence from the county 
town of Ipswich as a regional service centre. The settlement hierarchy of the Policy reflects this; however 
effects may not be as forthcoming under alternative options ALT1 and ALT3 as the Ipswich Fringe 
settlements do not contain a comparable level of facilities or services as other settlements within the Plan 
area and might otherwise not receive some housing growth. Both the Policy and alternatives ALT1 and ALT3 
will have a medium degree of uncertain however, where social infrastructure in settlements is unknown and 
could be put under pressure by an increase in growth. Uncertain effects are highlighted for ALT2, as the size 
of a settlement is not representative of sustainability. Some rural settlements of a significant size could be 
misrepresented if they do not have good access to key services and facilities. 

Both the Policy and the alternative options ALT1 and ALT3 take account of key services and facilities, 
including those related to healthcare, cultural facilities, and a wide range of services and facilities. This 
ensures that growth is directed to settlements that have such facilities, benefitting new communities. A 
medium level of uncertainty is highlighted, to reflect the possible effects of growth on health infrastructure 
capacities.ALT2 will have uncertain effects in this regard, as the size of a settlement does not necessarily 
correlate with a proportionate level of services and facilities within them including healthcare facilities which 
may have wider catchments than the settlements they are in.  

The Policy and options ALT1 and ALT3 can be expected to have indirect positive effects through primary 
schools being identified as a key service. The Policy however can be expected to have a lower degree of 
uncertainty surrounding access to secondary schools in Ipswich through including the Ipswich Fringe 
settlements higher up the settlement hierarchy. ALT2 will also have positive effects against this sustainability 
criterion as the distribution of schools within the Districts adequately reflects the size of settlements; this is 
due to school expansion or new school delivery being responsive to housing growth through necessary 
contributions. 

Air Quality / transport emissions 

The settlement hierarchy in conjunction with the Plan’s housing spatial distribution can be expected to 
ensure that effects on localised air quality is minimised by ensuring homes are located in close proximity to 
services and facilities. This may minimise short trip vehicle movements, and subsequent emissions. Effects 
related to air quality are however considered to be dependent on the location of development to areas of 
poor air quality in individual circumstances, and also relevant to the Plan’s development management 
policies. 

Town centres & retail 

Both the Policy and the alternative options ALT1 and ALT3 support the concentration of services and 
facilities and seek to direct growth accordingly. Increased growth to a wider number of settlements in the 
Plan area can help the viability of existing shops and services and potentially improve the range through 
competitiveness. Positive effects are therefore highlighted, with a high level of uncertainty to reflect that 
effects will vary from settlement to settlement and that retail uses are often not permanent additions to an 
area. Uncertain effects are highlighted for ALT2 to reflect that a settlement’s size does not always 
correspond to a good level of services and facilities. Rural settlements of a significant size could be 
misrepresented if they do not have good access to key services and facilities under this alternative approach. 

Sustainable transport and jobs 

Both the Policy and the alternative options ALT1 and ALT2 are likely to have some degree of positive impact 
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associated with supporting growth in a wide number of settlements commensurate to the level of key 
services in that area. This can ensure that residents are in close proximity to jobs related to those services. A 
higher degree of uncertainty is highlighted for ALT1 and ALT3, where growth in accordance with the 
settlement hierarchy may not be directed to wider areas with relationships to neighbouring settlements, but 
confined to a stricter number of settlements themselves. Uncertain effects are highlighted for ALT2 to reflect 
that a settlement’s size does not always correspond to a good level of services and facilities. Rural 
settlements of a significant size could be misrepresented if they do not have good access to key services 
and facilities (and jobs associated with them) under this alternative approach.   

Conclusions & Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  

A review of settlements based upon recognising key facilities / services only would likely not recognise the 
varied importance of different services and facilities to communities and in reducing the overall need to 
travel. To this extent there is a need for growth to be directed to areas where there is an existing 
relationship(s) to higher order settlements, reflected through the Policy approach. The option of drafting a 
settlement hierarchy simply according to measurement of rural settlement size of population or existing 
housing stock (ALT2), is considered too simplistic an approach and many rural settlements of a significant 
size could be misrepresented if they do not have good access to key services and facilities. An extended 
criteria range of services and facilities (ALT3) also represents a disproportionate approach, as this would be 
unlikely to distinguish any significantly greater sustainability characteristics. It is recommended that the 
Policy approach is progressed as it enables growth to be directed to where people live across a wide range 
of higher-lower order settlements. The settlement hierarchy review has been based on the quantitative level 
of services and facilities in broad areas of settlements, allowing growth to be distributed to the Districts’ most 
sustainable areas. 

No mitigation measures are proposed at this stage for this policy and its specific content. 

2.2.4 Policy SP04 – Housing Spatial Distribution 

Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 

It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policy and alternative options 
are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a strategic policy and effects are considered more 
relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
concerning the historic environment and air quality. Although some environmental effects are considered 
relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation) and through relevant 
development management policies, it should be noted that the Plan’s site selection process (as evidenced 
through the SHELAA methodology) omits certain sites that have overriding sustainability concerns, such as 
flood risk. This means that no site allocation will cause, or be subject to some environmental effects. 

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Appendix 1. 

Access to facilities 

Option ALT2 has been assessed as having some degree of positive effect; however these are limited to the 
catchment area of the Plan area’s towns and Ipswich. Given that the majority of the population of Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk live in rural areas this alternative has been assessed as having overall uncertain impacts in 
regard to the accessibility of a range of services and facilities for the Plan area’s rural population (only 
applicable to the immediate rural hinterlands of towns) should new facilities be integrated into developments. 
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Much depends upon the connectivity between allocations (which are not a factor in this assessment) and 
service provision.  

Conversely, it can be expected that there would be positive effects through the Policy approach, where the 
catchments of any newly integrated services and facilities would be spread across the plan area more 
spatially, including both towns and rural areas that correspond to being located within the ‘transport corridors’ 
of the A12 (in Babergh) and the A14 (in Mid Suffolk). It would also lead to some growth in the Ipswich Fringe 
settlements, as they are within the transport corridors. This better ensures that connectivity to services is 
ensured as well as proximity. In order to ensure a distribution of growth to benefit new and existing 
communities, there are uncertainties surrounding the new settlement option (ALT1), which in order to be as 
sustainable as possible need a good level of connectivity to existing services whilst also ensuring that many 
are delivered on-site. The wider effects of service provision are therefore uncertain where the location of a 
new settlement in relation to existing settlements is not known. Lead in times and start dates for a new 
settlement would also mean that any ancillary services on-site would likely not be experienced within the 
Plan period, or at best the latter stages of it. Also, it can be assumed that a new settlement would direct 
growth away from market towns and rural areas in order to be of a critical mass to be sustainable, which 
would not conform to any merits of spatial distribution as promoted within the Policy. 

Health and public open space    

The Policy and all alternative options have been assessed as having possible positive effects on access to 
newly created areas of public open space to serve new communities. Much depends upon the connectivity 
between allocations and the type and function of any open space that could be forthcoming as part of 
developments, including any strategic scale provision. As such, overall uncertain effects are highlighted. In 
order to ensure a distribution of growth to benefit new and existing communities, there are also uncertainties 
surrounding the new settlement option (ALT1), which in order to be as sustainable as possible may require 
large scale public open space, such as a Country Park. Although this could ensure wider benefits to the 
population (should the type of open space serve a wider catchment in regard to facilities), the location of a 
new settlement in relation to existing settlements is not known. Lead in times and start dates for a new 
settlement would also mean that any provision on-site would likely not be experienced within the Plan period, 
or at best the latter stages of it.      

Poverty and barriers to services   

Areas of deprivation can be found within both urban and rural locations within the Plan area and are related 
to a range of factors, most notably barriers to services in more isolated areas. The Policy would has an 
increased likelihood of ensuring that growth is distributed with the indirect effect of alleviating issues of 
poverty and social inclusion within existing communities, as the distribution of growth would be more widely 
spread along transport corridors, where the majority of the Plan area’s higher order settlements are located. 
The Policy approach can therefore be seen to have positive secondary effects through seeking to distribute 
growth to the Districts’ most sustainable and populous settlements and areas in the first instance, with 
crucially support for rural growth.  .   

It is possible that the concentration of development within towns (and around Ipswich) only could potentially 
exacerbate rural conditions. With this in mind, ALT2 is assessed as having comparatively more negative 
impacts than other options. This is also possibly the case of a new settlement approach (ALT1) also, with 
less of the merits of spatial distribution possible. It is further unknown where a new settlement could be 
located within the Plan area, and also when a new settlement option would be considered deliverable. The 
reality is that even under the new settlement option, growth is going to be needed elsewhere in the short to 
medium term at least, compounding the uncertain effects highlighted.  

Housing 

The Policy and ALT2 will have varying degrees of positive effect in ensuring the Districts’ OAN are met. 
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Alternative ALT1 has been assessed as having uncertainty in this regard within the plan period due to long 
lead in times. Meeting the housing needs of the whole community is considered most appropriately 
addressed through proportionate growth distributed to a wide number of settlements, in order to ensure that 
existing communities have a choice of homes that reflect changing needs. To this extent, the Policy 
approach will have significantly positive effects as it seeks an appropriate market town / rural area balance 
within the Plan area’s transport corridors. This ensures that growth reaches a wider range of settlements and 
the wider spread of distribution to some smaller settlements also ensures delivery.  

In response to the high level of growth under OAN and the identification of a buffer of 20% to ensure 
flexibility and assist delivery, the Councils’ explored the possibility that some growth could be accommodated 
in those settlements further down the settlement hierarchy, notably the Hinterland Villages and Hamlets. A 
review of the settlement hierarchy included a weighted scoring system to indicate the relative sustainability of 
villages, by identifying Core Villages, Hinterland Villages and Hamlets Villages. This work identified that 
some Hinterland Villages and Hamlets whilst being of a comparatively small scale than higher order 
settlements, had a good level of existing services and facilities and a strong relationship with higher order 
settlements by being in close proximity to them. Some of these settlements can therefore accommodate 
some growth if needed, and settlement boundaries have been amended to ensure that additional windfall 
development can occur within the Plan period. Such settlements are addressed more fully in the Hamlets 
and Clusters of Development in the Countryside policy and the full methodology and criteria used to review 
the settlement hierarchy is available within the Topic Paper: Settlement Hierarchy 2019.. 

ALT2 will have fewer positive implications regarding meeting the housing needs of the Districts’ whole 
population in focusing growth to market towns and the Ipswich area. As discussed above, this distribution is 
not considered suitable to reach rural areas, smaller towns and villages within the Plan area. This is similarly 
the case for the new settlement option (ALT1), which if to be sustainable in its own right would likely have to 
be of a such a critical mass (to ensure infrastructure thresholds are met and delivered) that growth would be 
directed away from those existing communities that need it. Were the Districts in a position that there were 
not enough suitable sites in and around existing settlements, then a new settlement option would potentially 
be more realistic. However, enough sites exist in sustainable locations within the two District areas to meet 
OAN in the plan period, and so the Councils’ inclusion of a new settlement option in Section 9.08 of the Plan 
is only potentially relevant beyond the plan period and subject to review. 

PDL / Greenfield land 

There is a limited availability of brownfield land in the Plan area; therefore the majority of allocations will be 
on Greenfield land. As such, effects generally have the possibility of being negative. This is true for the 
Policy and both alternative options, based on the level of growth required and the diminishing nature of 
brownfield land; however uncertainty is highlighted within this appraisal and effects more dependent on exact 
locations of development. The positive effects of developing brownfield land in the first instance are similarly 
limited, however it should be known that the Council’s prioritise the development of such land within the Plan 
and also through the development of brownfield registers and ‘permission in principle’ for some of these 
sites. ALT1 is dependent on the availability of brownfield land of a sufficient scale to accommodate strategic 
development as included within the Plan as a criterion within Section 9.08. In focussing development on 
Greenfield land in / around market towns and Ipswich, there can be expected to be a heightened or 
concentrated loss with possible landscape implications. This reflects the level of uncertainty of effects 
highlighted for ALT2. In contrast, the loss of Greenfield land is more dispersed through the Policy.  

Employment / business development  

In the assessment of the Policy and all alternative options, meeting OAN is a constant factor. There is the 



Page 21 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan 
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex D 

 

 

  

potential for indirect temporary positive effects through construction. Spatial impacts are considered 
dependent upon the specific location of development in all instances. 

Related to strategic housing-led and mixed-use development proposals, land can be expected to be made 
available for business development and employment premises. Such schemes are possible through the 
Policy and all options, in particular those of a new settlement. At this high level however, effects are difficult 
to identify without the consideration of specific proposals. Effects will therefore be identified at the site level 
and through the SA of sites in this Report. It is further considered that the temporal and spatial impacts will 
be dependent upon specific allocations / options. 

Biodiversity 

The effects on any Habitats Sites (Natura 2k sites) within and surrounding the Plan area is explored through 
the Plan’s accompanying Appropriate Assessment. Impacts are identified by exploring the ‘Zones of 
Influence’ around each Habitat Site, which have been devised specifically to identify the effects of 
development by location. To that extent, the Policy and options will have uncertain effects, dependent on the 
location and scale of developments. 

Town centres 

For the Policy and both alternative options, a proportion of growth would be required around the District’s 
centres however the extent of this is unknown at this high level, and the specific effects it could have on 
centres. It should be noted that this is also the case for ALT1, which although explore a new settlement, will 
also require short-medium term growth to be directed to existing centres in order to ensure delivery and meet 
OAN over the plan period. This is due to the long lead in times of new settlements meaning that they could 
not be expected to come forward until much later than strategic growth would under the Policy approach and 
ALT2. 

Transport / out-commuting 

Alternative option ALT2 has been assessed as having the potential for positive effects relevant to the 
catchment area of market towns and Ipswich; however this comes with a potential negative impact upon the 
Districts’ rural population in which the majority of the population live. This is due to a focus of growth away 
from these areas. The Plan does not identify any new allocations for employment land, due to supporting 
evidence on projected economic growth combined with the current land supply baseline position. To this 
extent, reducing out-commuting can be achieved by locating growth to those areas where existing 
employment land exists. The Plan’s safeguarded strategic employment land is broadly located in the market 
towns and along transport corridors, however many small-scale employment areas exist throughout the Plan 
area’s smaller settlements. Proportionate growth to a wider range of settlements is also supported within the 
Policy and positive effects are highlighted. ALT2 will have uncertain effects overall in consideration of this 
option limiting rural growth. The new settlement option of ALT1 has been assessed as having similarly 
uncertain effects where the location of growth is unknown. A new settlement would have to be well 
connected to existing employment areas and also supply additional land for this purpose (should it seek to 
adhere to Garden City Principles), however this would also be to the detriment to the District’s rural 
population. 

Despite this, proportionate growth to a wider range of settlements under the Policy approach will have 
uncertain effects on improving access via walking, and cycling where the Policy’s transport corridor focus 
could lead to private vehicle trips being more attractive. 
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Conclusions & Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  

It is recommended that the Policy is progressed as the preferred approach. The effects of the Policy can be 
considered more positive than other options as there will be a higher level of dispersal, ensuring benefits are 
more widely experienced across the Plan area and focused on where people live. Specific recommendations 
regarding effects of growth in specific areas is explored at the ‘whole plan level’ within this SA, in 
consideration of the Plan’s allocations, proposed settlement boundary expansions and also the requirements 
of the development management policies. 

No mitigation measures are proposed at this stage for this policy and its specific content. 

2.2.5 Policy SP05 – Employment Land 

Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 

It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policy and alternative options 
are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a strategic policy and effects are considered more 
relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
concerning the historic environment and air quality. Although some environmental effects are considered 
relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation) and through relevant 
development management policies, it should be noted that the Plan’s site selection process (as evidenced 
through the SHELAA methodology) omits certain sites that have overriding sustainability concerns, such as 
flood risk. This means that no site allocation will cause, or be subject to some environmental effects. 

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Appendix 1. 

Promoting growth in key sectors 

The Policy is considered to create the best possible environment to promote growth in key sectors through 
its approach of safeguarding strategic employment sites and EZs and supporting growth / expansion on 
strategic employment sites and in transport corridors. The Policy’s supporting text outlines how the Councils’ 
will maintain an up to date Employment Land Review that monitors the supply of land and premises and 
employment conditions to add depth to the policy. This provides flexibility to accommodate net strategic 
growth. The Policy also seeks to address the general qualitative need to improve premises options and 
supports rural employment. 

Business development  

Spatially in Mid Suffolk commercial activity is concentrated in and around the A14 corridor and the District is 
predominantly rural.  Babergh District is also largely rural in nature, with the economic hubs being located in 
the market towns of Sudbury and Hadleigh. Strategic Employment Sites exist in Sudbury, Hadleigh, Acton, 
Claydon and Great Blakenham, Sproughton, Bramford, Wherstead, Stowmarket, Needham Market, Woolpit 
& Eye, which broadly correlate with the Plan’s housing spatial distribution (Policy SP04). Plan evidence 
suggests that in quantitative terms, there is considered to be more than sufficient existing identified 
employment land to meet baseline objectively assessed need over the plan period.  

Town centres  

The Policy can be expected to increase the range of employment opportunities within towns by improving 
premises options and the quality of premises, including a support for their expansion subject to demand and 
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take up rates. The temporal and spatial impacts would be dependent upon the specific proposals. 

Employment 

Deprivation and access to employment in areas can be intrinsically linked in terms of cause and effect; 
however different sectors of employment have their own locational needs that are rarely driven by 
unemployment rates. The effects of the Policy are dependent upon the relationship between deprived areas 
and safeguarded employment land and are therefore uncertain.      

Out-commuting 

The Policy does not identify any new employment land, instead reflecting the evidence of the Lichfields 
Sector Needs Assessment (2018), which forecasts that existing supply is sufficient to meet baseline 
objectively assessed need over the plan period. Instead, the Policy focuses on safeguarding and improving 
premises options. This is likely to mean that levels of out-commuting will not substantially change (no effect), 
however if the Policy enables qualitative improvements in the existing stock then there could be positive 
effects in the medium or long term. Overall, uncertain effects are therefore highlighted. 

Conclusions & Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  

The Policy does not identify any new employment land, instead reflecting the evidence of the Lichfields 
Sector Needs Assessment (2018), which forecasts that existing supply is sufficient to meet baseline 
objectively assessed need over the plan period. The Policy focuses on safeguarding and improving existing 
businesses, allowing them to grow in response to market sector conditions. The Policy is more focused on 
deliverability and therefore recommended to be progressed. 

No mitigation measures are proposed at this stage for this policy and its specific content. 

2.2.6 Policy SP06 – Retail and Leisure 

Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 

It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policy and alternative options 
are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a strategic policy and effects are considered more 
relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
concerning the historic environment and air quality. Although some environmental effects are considered 
relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation) and through relevant 
development management policies, it should be noted that the Plan’s site selection process (as evidenced 
through the SHELAA methodology) omits certain sites that have overriding sustainability concerns, such as 
flood risk. This means that no site allocation will cause, or be subject to some environmental effects. 

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Appendix 1. 

Access to facilities 

Existing town and district centres serve immediate populations, including also those of a wider catchment, 
and generally benefit from good public transport links. This ensures that access to retail and leisure within 
them can be made by walking, cycling and public transport. Although dependent on exact locations in 
relation to existing settlements, out of town retail and leisure can also be seen as attractive to motorists, 
leading to an increase in car trips within the catchment, however the Policy approach can be considered to 
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maintain and improve access to key services and facilities for all sectors of the population within existing 
centres in line with the NPPF. 

Open countryside / Greenfield / Brownfield land 

The Policy will ensure that there is no loss of the open countryside for retail and leisure uses; as such uses 
will be concentrated in town and district centres. In contrast, out of centre retail and leisure uses could 
possibly lead to the loss of countryside as it is likely that they would require relatively large Greenfield sites 
and so positive effects are strengthened through the Policy stance.  

Town centre vitality and viability 

By directing retail and leisure uses to town / district centres, the Policy will have a significant positive effect in 
increasing the range of employment opportunities, shops and services available in them. The Policy also 
does not seek to provide any retail and leisure uses in out of town / district centres, which would be contrary 
to the NPPF. The construction costs and land values are generally less costly outside of centres and it can 
be expected that some developers would prefer such areas in the first instance, damaging the vitality and 
viability of centres in doing so. This possible scenario is prevented through the Policy approach. 

By directing retail and leisure uses to town / district centres, the Policy will have a possible positive effect in 
decreasing the number of vacant units in them. Despite this, this issue is more directly relevant to the Plan’s 
supporting development management policies and so effects are not considered significant from this 
strategic policy alone. 

Sustainable transport 

Existing town and district centres serve immediate populations and also those of a wider catchment, and 
generally benefit from good public transport links. This ensures that access to retail and leisure within them 
can be made by walking, cycling and public transport. 

Out-commuting 

The Policy will potentially reduce out-commuting to some degree by focusing retail and leisure industries in 
the settlements where people live, and in centres where public transport links interchanges are located. 
Through concentrating retail in service centres, the possibility of residents walking, cycling or using public 
transport to access local jobs is maximised. 

Conclusions & Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  

The preferred policy approach will have numerous benefits related to the vitality and viability of town centres, 
as well as sustainable transport movements and out-commuting. The general principle of locating retail and 
leisure development to existing centres is in alignment with the NPPF, which requires an impact assessment 
to be undertaken for out-of-centre proposals. This can be taken as indicative of the harm that out-of-centre 
retail development can have on existing centres. It is therefore recommended that the policy approach is 
progressed. 

No mitigation measures are proposed at this stage for this policy and its specific content. 
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2.2.7 Policy SP07 – Tourism 

 

Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 

It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policy and alternative options 
are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a strategic policy and effects are considered more 
relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
concerning the historic environment and air quality. Although some environmental effects are considered 
relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation) and through relevant 
development management policies, it should be noted that the Plan’s site selection process (as evidenced 
through the SHELAA methodology) omits certain sites that have overriding sustainability concerns, such as 
flood risk. This means that no site allocation will cause, or be subject to some environmental effects. 

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Appendix 1. 

Economic growth 

The Policy sets out the position of the Plan in supporting tourism development in principle and in recognition 
of its importance to a rural Plan area. The Policy will have positive effects on relevant sectoral business 
development, the resilience of the tourism sector and indigenous business, and may enhance 
competitiveness should multiple proposals be focused to certain areas / attractions. The Plan’s Policy SP07 
in accumulation with Policy LP14 – Tourism and Leisure seek to encourage and protect tourism by enabling 
suitable development in line with paragraph 83 of the NPPF. The Plan also seeks to restrict changes of use 
for tourism related accommodation through planning conditions and/or legal agreements so that it is retained 
for the benefit of the tourism economy and not lost to residential use. There will therefore be additional 
cumulative effects on promoting growth in key sectors from the Policy with Policy LP14. 

The AoNB / landscapes 

The importance of the Dedham Vale and Suffolk Coast and Heaths AoNBs to the tourism sector is 
significant. Tourism is also often related to the quality of landscapes, and important landscape features often 
serve as attractions. As a result, any tourism development must be compatible with the management of the 
AoNBs and seek to protect and enhance it. The Policy, although supportive of tourism development in 
principle is suitably precautionary in regard to the scale, character and nature of the locality. In addition, 
other plan policies will have to be adhered to from any permitted proposal, and also the NPPF is firm on the 
importance of AoNBs. As a result of this, there will therefore be no effect on this sustainability criterion. 

Nature conservation / biodiversity & the historic environment 

Tourism is often related to areas of nature conservation (where accessible) and the historic environment. 
The Policy’s stance on encouraging tourist development will have an uncertain effect on these tenets of 
sustainability as a result. The Policy focuses on meeting economic objectives in an important sector within 
the Plan area, and the uncertainty surrounds an incompatibility of two different strands of sustainability. The 
wider Plan (as a whole) is however unlikely to give rise to negative effects, due to the reference to other Plan 
policies and through indicating the any proposals that are not appropriate in the scale, character and nature 
of their locality will not be supported. Other plan policies, which will have to be adhered to in any permitted 
scheme, can be considered more appropriate in addressing this issue.  
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Water quality 

It is possible that the Policy’s ‘in-principle’ stance on encouraging tourism development could have a 
negative effect on water quality, in those instances where coastal areas act as tourist attractions. Despite 
this, the Policy has been assessed as having ‘no effect’ where reference is made to the importance of other 
Plan policies (including those related to water quality) in determining applications for tourism related 
development. 

Town centres 

The Policy has been assessed as having a minor positive effect on the vitality and viability of centres, 
particularly those that are historic, that are tourist attractions, through the in-principle support and 
encouragement of tourism growth (in accumulation with Policy LP14). The Policy’s reference to ensuring an 
appropriate scale of development and that all proposals should comply with other policies in the Plan notes 
the possibility that tourism development could in theory harm attractions themselves and that any 
development that does cause harm will not be supported. 

Conclusions & Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  

The Plan’s Policy SP07 in accumulation with Policy LP14 – Tourism and Leisure seek to encourage and 
protect tourism by enabling suitable development in line with paragraph 83 of the NPPF. It is recommended 
that the policy is progressed. 

No mitigation measures are proposed at this stage for this policy and its specific content. 
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2.2.8 Policy SP08 – Infrastructure Provision 

Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 

It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policy and alternative options 
are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a strategic policy and effects are considered more 
relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
concerning the historic environment and air quality. Although some environmental effects are considered 
relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation) and through relevant 
development management policies, it should be noted that the Plan’s site selection process (as evidenced 
through the SHELAA methodology) omits certain sites that have overriding sustainability concerns, such as 
flood risk. This means that no site allocation will cause, or be subject to some environmental effects. 

It should be noted that more information on delivery and strategic requirements will be available once the 
Plan’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised. This information will inform the SA of the Plan at the 
Regulation 19 stage and the re-assessment of this Policy.   

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Appendix 1. 

Sustainable freight transportation 

The potential for positive effects has been identified for the Policy although uncertain effects are highlighted 
overall. The Policy ensures that both highways improvements and sustainable modes are promoted and 
made viable through the necessary infrastructure improvements; however it is unknown at this stage whether 
this would increase the proportion of freight transported by rail or other sustainable modes. 

Out-commuting 

Uncertain effects have been identified for the Policy however. Infrastructure improvements regarding 
accessibility and connectivity could be seen to make private car journeys more attractive for travelling to 
work, taking into account the range of employment opportunities in the nearby settlements of Ipswich, Bury 
St Edmunds and Colchester.   

Public transport, walking and cycling 

Conversely to the commentary and effects highlighted above regarding out-commuting, the Policy can also 
be expected to ensure public transport improvements, subject to attractiveness of routes for service 
providers, as well public realm improvements and footpaths / cycleways. Positive effects have therefore been 
identified for the Policy in regard to maximising the potential for public transport to be a viable method of 
transport for services and facilities.  

Town centre vitality / viability 

Positive effects have been identified for the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered. In line 
with the Plan’s spatial distribution for growth (which directs a significant amount of growth to existing market 
towns and urban areas), infrastructure improvements regarding accessibility and connectivity can be seen to 
benefit the vitality and viability of centres.   

Business development / inward investment 

Positive effects have been identified for the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered in 
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regard to highways improvements and accessibility subject to agreement and endorsement with the relevant 
bodies. Improving connectivity is likely to improve the attractiveness of the Plan area for business 
development and inward investment, particularly along the A12 and A14 as stated in the Policy.  

Healthy lifestyles 

Positive effects can be expected through walking and cycling infrastructure. Also, positive effects can be 
expected regarding any strategic recreational land (in response to any requirement as identified in the 
Suffolk Coast RAMS and Policy SP09) should this be required and delivered. More information on delivery 
and strategic requirements will be available once the Plan’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised and 
should any strategic mitigation be identified as required in the Plan area as a result of the RAMS. 

Biodiversity  

No effects have been identified for the Policy in regard to effects on Habitats Sites. Any strategic recreational 
land (in response to any requirement as identified in the Suffolk Coast RAMS and Policy SP09) will ensure 
the avoidance or mitigation of effects. Positive effects have however been identified for the Policy through 
maintaining biodiversity. 

Flood risk 

Positive effects have been identified for the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered. 
Although not explicit in the Policy, this can be expected to include any strategic flood defences if needed 
subject to any issues being identified through consultation on the Plan with the Environment Agency at this 
Regulation 18 stage.  

Water infrastructure 

Positive effects have been identified for the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered. 
Although not explicit in the Policy, this can be expected to include water supply and treatment infrastructure 
capacity subject to agreement and coordination with the relevant service providers. 

Community facilities 

Any strategic recreational land (in response to any requirement as identified in the Suffolk Coast RAMS and 
Policy SP09) will ensure avoidance of effects on Habitats Sites. 

Deprivation  

Positive effects have been identified for the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered in 
regard to a wide range of facilities (subject to agreement and coordination with the relevant service 
providers) that can help to reduce deprivation across a number of factors / causes.  

Education 

Significant positive effects have been identified for the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is 
delivered in regard to educational facilities subject to agreement and coordination with the relevant service 
providers. Secondary school expansion is included within the Policy and required through the level of growth 
in the Plan area. Likewise primary school expansion would fall under the remit of the Policy and the Plan. 
This is a key infrastructure requirement of growth, and the Policy identifies the issue and a solution in 
accordance with NPPF requirements of such a strategic policy. 
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Health and social care  

Positive effects have been identified for the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered in 
regard to a range of social infrastructure and community facilities / services subject to agreement and 
coordination with the relevant service providers. 

Conclusions & Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  

The Policy states that all development will need to make provision for appropriate contributions towards 
community infrastructure, where the relevant locality to the development proposal has been identified 
through the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The required infrastructure will be provided through a combination of 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), Planning Obligations, Developer Contributions and where appropriate 
funding assistance from the Councils / other provider organisations.  

The Policy content at this stage adheres to the requirements of strategic infrastructure policy of the NPPF. 
The Policy will have a range of positive effects on a number of social, environmental and economic themes; 
however uncertainties have been highlighted in the assessment regarding the effects of improvements to 
highways infrastructure making private vehicle movements more attractive. The Policy however must ensure 
accessibility and highways improvements are delivered where necessary (and would also ensure public 
transport, walking and cycling improvements), and it can be considered that uncertain effects are more 
reflective of behavioural trends. As such, no recommendations are made at this stage. 

2.2.9 Policy SP09 – Cross-boundary Mitigation of Effects on Protected 
Habitats 

Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 

It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policy and alternative options 
are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a strategic policy and effects are considered more 
relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
concerning the historic environment and air quality. Although some environmental effects are considered 
relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation) and through relevant 
development management policies, it should be noted that the Plan’s site selection process (as evidenced 
through the SHELAA methodology) omits certain sites that have overriding sustainability concerns, such as 
flood risk. This means that no site allocation will cause, or be subject to some environmental effects. 

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Appendix 1. 

Biodiversity / Habitats Sites 

The Plan’s level of growth in itself is considered to have a negative effect on Habitats Sites, as evidenced by 
the Plan’s Appropriate Assessment and relevant to recreational disturbance. However, the Suffolk Coast 
Recreational disturbance Avoidance Mitigation Strategy (RAMS) collects necessary contributions from 
development in those areas where effects are likely be experienced (within Zones of Influence (ZOIs) of 
Habitats Sites likely be affected by increased recreational pressure). Reference to this within strategic Policy 
is therefore likely to have a positive effect to ensure that the Plan addresses the significance of potential 
harm and sets out its position in mitigating effects. The temporal, spatial extent and permanency of effects 
are not deemed identifiable from such a strategic policy, and are dependent on the location of development 
individually and cumulatively.  
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AONBs / Landscapes  

The Suffolk Coast Recreational disturbance Avoidance Mitigation Strategy (RAMS) collects necessary 
contributions from development in those areas where effects are likely be experienced (within Zones of 
Influence (ZOIs) of Habitats Sites likely be affected by increased recreational pressure). The Zones of 
Influence include the AONBs, which, by default would benefit from the protection of the Habitats sites 
therein.  It is possible that some of the AONBs are not within a RAMS ZOI however.  

This policy would therefore, by default, protect some features of the natural environment which attract 
recreation and tourism in Babergh and Mid Suffolk. The temporal, spatial extent and permanency of effects 
are not deemed identifiable from such a strategic policy, and are dependent on the location of development 
individually and cumulatively. 

Conclusions & Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  

This policy ensures compliance with the Habitats Regulations 2017 (as amended) to ensure that the 
recreational pressures resulting from new residential development at Habitats sites are adequately mitigated. 
As such, it is recommended that the Policy is progressed as a strategic issue to address its significant 
importance. No other recommendations or mitigation measures are proposed at this stage. 

2.2.10 Policy SP10 – Climate Change 

Summary of Significant, Temporal and Secondary Effects 

It should be noted that many of the sustainability criteria used to assess the Policy and alternative options 
are concerned with effects that are not identifiable of a strategic policy and effects are considered more 
relevant at the individual site level. This is true of a lot of environmental objectives, including those 
concerning the historic environment for instance. Although some environmental effects are considered 
relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation) and through relevant 
development management policies, it should be noted that the Plan’s site selection process (as evidenced 
through the SHELAA methodology) omits certain sites that have overriding sustainability concerns, such as 
flood risk. This means that no site allocation will cause, or be subject to some environmental effects. 

The following sub-headings outline the key findings (both positive and negative) of the detailed assessment 
contained in Appendix 1. 

Water quality 

Notionally, the Policy will have a small degree of positive effect on water related sustainability criteria through 
a managed approach to addressing resources. Despite this, effects on water resources, quality, and its 
sustainable use are unknown from high-level strategic policies. Effects are considered more appropriately 
identified through the assessment of thematic water-related policies within the Plan, and through individual 
site assessments where relevant. 

Waste management 

The Policy will have a small degree of positive effect on reducing residential and commercial & industrial 
waste generated through encouraging and supporting new development that reduces waste and reduces/re-
uses existing resources. Impacts are not considered significant from this Policy in isolation and are more 
likely to be ensured cumulatively through the Plan’s development management policies that can maximise 
the potential for behavioural change by requiring adequate storage areas for waste in developments. 



Page 31 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan 
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex D 

 

 

  

Greenhouse gas emissions 

The Policy can be seen to have positive effects on reducing greenhouse gas emissions through requiring all 
major developments to take a proactive approach to mitigating and adapting to climate change and 
encouraging and supporting innovative / proactive approaches to design including opportunities to deliver 
decentralised energy systems powered by a renewable or low carbon source. 

Renewable energy 

The Policy can be seen to have a minor positive effects on seeking an increase in the proportion of energy 
needs being met by renewable sources through encouraging and supporting innovative / proactive 
approaches to design including opportunities to deliver decentralised energy systems powered by a 
renewable or low carbon source. 

Flood risk and extreme weather events 

The Policy will have a minor positive effect on minimising the risk of flooding through requiring a sequential 
risk-based approach taking into account future-proofing measures for impacts of climate change. Effects are 
not considered significant from this Policy in isolation and are more likely to be ensured cumulatively through 
the Plan’s development management policies regarding flood risk that are applicable to smaller (i.e. not 
major) development.  

The Policy will also have a minor positive effect on reducing the risk of damage from extreme weather events 
through requiring all major developments to take a proactive approach to mitigating and adapting to climate 
change, taking into account the long-term implications for flood risk, coastal change, water supply, 
biodiversity and landscapes and visual impacts, and the risk of overheating from rising temperatures. Also, 
the Policy requires a sequential risk-based approach taking into account future-proofing measures for 
impacts of climate change, which will have additional positive effects. 

Conclusions & Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations  

The inclusion of a strategic Policy on climate change is considered an appropriate stance within the Plan, in 
order to demonstrate how the Plan seeks a managed approach from major development and requirements 
that development that is forthcoming responds to a range of issues surrounding climate change adaption and 
the prevention of emissions. It is recommended that the Policy is progressed and no other recommendations 
or mitigation measures are proposed at this stage.  
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Appendix 1: Detailed Policy Appraisals 

Policy SP01 – Housing Needs 

The table below assesses the ‘top down’ effects of Policy SP01 in detail.  

Table 2: Detailed Assessment of Policy SP01 – Housing Needs 
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SO1 1.1 Policy SP01 ?           ✓  

The impacts resulting from the Policy are largely unknown at this stage. Impacts are considered dependent upon the location and composition of development. The Plan can ensure 
land is made available for new or expanded healthcare facilities, but cannot ensure that service providers utilise such land.  

1.2 Policy SP01 +   ✓     ✓   ✓  

Although the spatial extent is unknown, access to housing is a determinant on health. There will be positive effects resulting from the Policy. 

1.3 Policy SP01 +   ✓     ✓   ✓  

As part of the need for housing, the Policy will have positive effects on supporting special needs and an ageing population. The spatial extent, temporal and permanency of effects 
will be dependent upon the location and delivery of development, although it should be noted that the Policy, in ensuring growth to hinterland villages and hamlets is possible (to 
provide the buffer) will see growth distributed more widely. 

1.4 Policy SP01 ?            ✓ 

The Policy can be expected to have uncertainty regarding access to the open countryside. The spatial extent, temporal and permanency of effects will be dependent upon the 
location of development. Although both Districts are predominantly rural, natural greenspace is not often publically accessible, aside from public rights of way and byways and areas 
of greenspace that are formally designated as public. 
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1.5 Policy SP01 ?            ✓ 

The Policy can be expected to have a level of uncertainty regarding access to open space. The spatial extent, temporal and permanency of effects will be dependent upon the 
location of development. Although both Districts are predominantly rural, natural greenspace is not often publically accessible, aside from public rights of way and byways and areas 
of greenspace that are formally designated as public. 

1.6 Policy SP01 ?           ✓  

Cultural facilities are largely located within the Districts’ existing settlements; access to them is more likely to be ensured through locating development in such areas. Impacts are 
uncertain however, as is the spatial extent, and the temporal and permanency of effects as they are dependent upon the location of development. 

1.7 Policy SP01 ?           ✓  

Community facilities are largely located within the Districts’ existing settlements; access to them is more likely to be ensured through locating development in such areas. Impacts 
are uncertain however, as is the spatial extent, and the temporal and permanency of effects as they are dependent upon the location of development. 

1.8 Policy SP01 0             

The Plan is best placed to tackle crime and anti-social activity through design-based policy approaches, rather than strategic policy. 

1.9 Policy SP01 0             

The Plan is best placed to tackle noise and odour concerns through development management policies, rather than strategic policy. 

1.10 Policy SP01 0             

The nature and requirements of strategic policies regarding housing needs and delivery are such that they are not necessarily the best place to explore opportunities for shared 
community use and the co-location of services. More generally however, the co-location of housing and related services can be expected through a Plan-led approach to housing 
delivery cumulatively with other specific policies related to community facilities and co-location within the Plan, and this is the case for the Policy. 

1.11 Policy SP01 +          ✓   
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The Districts’ housing needs (coupled with a diminishing amount of brownfield land) are such that greenfield development is required for development purposes. Despite this, the 
protection of publically accessible open and natural spaces is ensured in the first instance through the Districts’ site selection methodology, as evidenced within the SHELAA. There 
will therefore be positive effects on this sustainability criterion through the Plan’s overall approach to allocating sites for housing.  

1.12 Policy SP01 0             

The nature and requirements of strategic policies regarding housing needs and delivery are such that they are not necessarily the best place to explore opportunities for a range of 
play spaces for children and young people. More generally however, the co-location of housing and related services can be expected through a Plan-led approach to housing 
delivery cumulatively with other specific policies related to play spaces for children and young people within the Plan, and this is the case for the Policy. 

SO2 2.1 Policy SP01 N/A             

The strategic policy is not considered relevant to a requirement to improve qualifications and skills of young people and adults. 

2.2 Policy SP01 +  ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓  

The Policy can be expected to have indirect positive effects through the requirements of developer contributions to be made for all qualifying housing developments. The spatial and 
permanency of effects is considered dependent upon the location and composition of development and or facilities required.  

2.3 Policy SP01 +  ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓  

The Policy can be expected to have indirect positive effects through the requirements of developer contributions to be made for all qualifying housing developments. The spatial and 
permanency of effects is considered dependent upon the location and composition of development and or facilities required.  

SO3 3.1 Policy SP01 +            ✓ 

The Policy will have positive effects on this sustainability criterion related to social exclusion as affordable housing can be expected to form part of housing delivery (in conjunction 
with the Plan’s approach of Policy SP02). Effects are considered dependent upon location and the composition of development to a certain degree; however they can be expected 
to be forthcoming across a wide range of settlements through the Plan’s approach. 

3.2 Policy SP01 ?            ✓ 

The Policy will have uncertain effects on this sustainability criterion. Effects are considered dependent upon location and the composition of development. 
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3.3 Policy SP01 +         ✓  ✓  

It can be considered that there would be indirect positive effects through construction. The spatial extent and temporal effects are considered dependent upon the specific locations 
and delivery of development. 

3.4 Policy SP01 0             

The nature and requirements of strategic policies regarding housing needs and delivery are such that they are not necessarily the best place to ensure a mix of uses and a range of 
community facilities. More generally however, this sustainability criterion can be met through a Plan-led approach to housing delivery cumulatively with other specific policies related 
to mixed-use development and community facilities within the Plan, and this is the case for the Policy. 

3.5 Policy SP01 0             

The nature and requirements of strategic policies regarding housing needs and delivery are such that they are not necessarily the best place to ensure the development of Lifetime 
Homes. More generally however, this sustainability criterion can be met through a Plan-led approach to housing delivery cumulatively with other specific policies related to Lifetime 
Homes within the Plan, and this is the case for the Policy. 

SO4 4.1 Policy SP01 ++          ✓   

Delivery is a key challenge of the Joint Local Plan. In recent years the delivery of new housing has been below the adopted requirements and the new local housing need figure in 
both Districts. The Councils are taking pro-active measures to improve delivery rates and the Joint Local Plan is aiming to identify and create flexibility for more development across 
the districts and has identified a buffer of approximately 20% in the supply of land for new housing up to 2036. The Policy in addressing the Districts’ objectively assessed needs, will 
have significantly positive effects on this sustainability criterion. The Policy has been assessed as having a low level of uncertainty, due to the approach’s ability to address any 
unforeseen delays or barriers to delivery throughout the plan period. The buffer of 20% within the Policy is ensured through expanding settlement boundaries and therefore 
extending the principle of development within the settlements in which boundaries have been expanded. It should be acknowledged that in accordance with national planning 
legislation, the adopted planning policies in Babergh and Mid Suffolk districts will be kept under review at least every 5 years. As included within the Plan, housing requirements and 
delivery will be included within Plan reviews, including the possibility of a new settlement within the Plan area. This ensures further positive effects; planning policy requirements in 
general need to respond to any changing trends regarding delivery.     

4.2 Policy SP01 + ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓  ✓   

Although impacts are largely dependent upon the location and delivery of development, the Policy and Plan in meeting OAN will ensure that homelessness is able to be addressed 
through a range of affordability, type and tenure. 
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4.3 Policy SP01 + ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓  ✓   

Although impacts are largely dependent upon the location and delivery of development, the Policy and Plan in meeting OAN will ensure that all specialist housing needs are able to 
be addressed through a range of affordability, type and tenure. 

4.4 Policy SP01 0             

The Policy is suitably focused on meeting housing needs throughout the Plan period, and as such does not include any aspirations to improve the existing housing stock. There are 
no identified effects for all options, however through thematic design based development management policies the Plan as a whole is able to address the quality of new homes and 
ensure sustainable development is forthcoming. 

4.5 Policy SP01 0             

The nature and requirements of strategic policies regarding housing needs and delivery are such that they are not necessarily the best place to ensure homes can be adapted to 
support independent living for older and disabled people. More generally however, this sustainability criterion can be met through a Plan-led approach to housing delivery 
cumulatively with other specific policies related to adaptable homes within the Plan, and this is the case across all options. 

4.6 Policy SP01 0             

The nature and requirements of strategic policies regarding housing needs and delivery are such that they are not necessarily the best place to address the housing needs of older 
people. More generally however, this sustainability criterion can be met through a Plan-led approach to housing delivery cumulatively with other specific policies related to such 
homes within the Plan, and this is the case across all options. 

SO5 5.1 Policy SP01 ?            ✓ 

The effects of the Policy on water resources, quality, and its sustainable use are all unknown from high-level strategic policies. Effects are considered more appropriately identified 
through the assessment of thematic water-related policies within the Plan, and through individual site assessments where relevant. 

5.2 Policy SP01 ?            ✓ 

The effects of the Policy on water resources, quality, and its sustainable use are all unknown from high-level strategic policies. Effects are considered more appropriately identified 
through the assessment of thematic water-related policies within the Plan, and through individual site assessments where relevant. 

5.3 Policy SP01 ?            ✓ 
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The effects of the Policy on water resources, quality, and its sustainable use are all unknown from high-level strategic policies. Effects are considered more appropriately identified 
through the assessment of thematic water-related policies within the Plan, and through individual site assessments where relevant. 

5.4 Policy SP01 ?            ✓ 

The effects of the Policy on water resources, quality, and its sustainable use are all unknown from high-level strategic policies. Effects are considered more appropriately identified 
through the assessment of thematic water-related policies within the Plan, and through individual site assessments where relevant. 

5.5 Policy SP01 ?            ✓ 

The effects of the Policy on water resources, quality, and its sustainable use are all unknown from high-level strategic policies. Effects are considered more appropriately identified 
through the assessment of thematic water-related policies within the Plan, and through individual site assessments where relevant. 

5.6 Policy SP01 ?            ✓ 

The effects of the Policy on water resources, quality, and its sustainable use are all unknown from high-level strategic policies. Effects are considered more appropriately identified 
through the assessment of thematic water-related policies within the Plan, and through individual site assessments where relevant. 

5.7 Policy SP01 +           ✓  

The Policy has been assessed as having indirect positive effects through ensuring developer contributions from all development that can be used to address water supply and 
treatment infrastructure. The spatial, temporal and permanency of effects are considered dependent upon location, as well as the composition and delivery of development and / or 
facilities required. 

5.8 Policy SP01 N/A             

Ensuring that new development incorporates sustainable design and construction techniques is considered relevant to the Plan’s development management policies. 

SO6 6.1 Policy SP01 ?             

Effects related to air quality and noise pollution are considered to be dependent on the location and composition of development in individual circumstances, and also relevant to the 
Plan’s development management policies where relevant. 

6.2 Policy SP01 ?             
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Effects related to air quality and noise pollution are considered to be dependent on the location and composition of development in individual circumstances, and also relevant to the 
Plan’s development management policies where relevant. 

6.3 Policy SP01 ?             

Effects related to air quality and noise pollution are considered to be dependent on the location and composition of development in individual circumstances, and also relevant to the 
Plan’s development management policies where relevant. 

6.4 Policy SP01 N/A             

Ensuring that new development incorporates sustainable design and construction techniques is considered relevant to the Plan’s development management policies. 

SO7 7.1 Policy SP01 -  ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓   ✓  

The Policy’s level of housing growth can be considered to require the future development of greenfield land in the medium-long term and with it the loss of agricultural land. To that 
extent, the Policy can be considered to have an inevitable negative effect on this sustainability criterion; however it should be noted that specific effects will be dependent upon the 
location of development both individually and cumulatively. Effects are identified as negative due to the diminishing supply of available brownfield land within the Districts’ existing 
settlements, meaning greenfield development is inevitable. Notionally, the small scale of the majority of brownfield land would likely lead to unacceptable densities to be required if 
they were to meet OAN; this can be expected to have a range of negative social and environmental effects on existing settlements in the Districts, many of which have historic 
significance. It should additionally be noted that the Plan is being developed since the Government’s requirements that a ‘brownfield register’ be annually updated within Babergh 
and Mid Suffolk, with ‘permission in principle’ status being granted within Part 2 of this register. This means that the Plan and the Councils are focused on brownfield development in 
the first instance. 

7.2 Policy SP01 ?             

The loss of the best and most versatile agricultural land to development is considered possible through the Plan’s level of housing growth, due to a diminishing supply of brownfield 
land in existing settlements. Effects are identified as uncertain however due to the specific grades of agricultural land being potentially lost being unknown at this high level.  

7.3 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion, exploring whether development ‘makes the best use of existing land’ is more appropriately explored through the assessment of the Plan’s individual site 
allocations and relevant density related development management policies. 

7.4 Policy SP01 ?             
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The loss of the best and most versatile agricultural land to development is considered possible through the Plan’s level of housing growth, due to a diminishing supply of brownfield 
land in existing settlements and the need for greenfield development. Effects are identified as uncertain however due to the specific grades of agricultural land being potentially lost 
being unknown at this high level.  

7.5 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. 

SO8 8.1 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. 

8.2 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. 

8.3 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. 

8.4 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. 

SO9 9.1 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. Effects will be identified at the 
‘whole Plan level’ and informed by relevant available evidence. 

9.2 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. Effects will be identified at the 
‘whole Plan level’ and informed by relevant available evidence. 
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9.3 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. Effects will be identified at the 
‘whole Plan level’ and informed by relevant available evidence. 

9.4 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. Effects will be identified at the 
‘whole Plan level’ and informed by relevant available evidence. 

SO10 10.1 Policy SP01 0             

Although effects are considered relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocations) and through relevant development management policies, it 
should be noted that the Plan’s site selection process (as evidenced through the SHELAA methodology) omits any site that meets the threshold for ‘sequential testing’ to be done at 
the Plan level through a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Part 2. This means that no site allocation will be subject to issues surrounding fluvial or coastal flood risk. With that in 
mind, it has been assessed that the Plan’s level of housing growth will not have any effect on this sustainability criterion. 

10.2 Policy SP01 0             

Although effects are considered relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocation) and through relevant development management policies, it 
should be noted that the Plan’s site selection process (as evidenced through the SHELAA methodology) omits any site that meets the threshold for ‘sequential testing’ to be done at 
the Plan level through a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Part 2. This means that no site allocation will be subject to issues surrounding fluvial or coastal flood risk. With that in 
mind, it has been assessed that the Plan’s level of housing growth will not have any effect on this sustainability criterion.  

10.3 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. Effects will be identified at the 
‘whole Plan level’ and informed by relevant available evidence. 

10.4 Policy SP01 ?             

The effects on this sustainability criterion are unknown and not identifiable of a strategic policy. Effects are considered more relevant at the individual site level and through the 
assessment of relevant development management policies. 
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10.5 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. 

10.6 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. 

10.7 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. 

SO11 11.1 Policy SP01 -             

The Plan’s level of growth in itself is considered to have a negative effect on Habitats Sites, as evidenced by the Plan’s Appropriate Assessment and relevant to recreational 
disturbance. Impacts are precautionary in this assessment but are not considered significant in accumulation with the Districts’ adoption of the Suffolk Coast Recreational 
disturbance Avoidance Mitigation Strategy (RAMS) and collects necessary contributions from development in those areas where effects are likely be experienced (within Zones of 
Influence (ZOIs) of Habitats Sites likely be affected by increased recreational pressure). The purpose of the RAMS is to avoid any effects at the strategic level, so effects are not 
identified as significant for the Plan as a whole. The temporal, spatial extent and permanency of effects are not deemed identifiable from such a strategic policy, and are dependent 
on the location of development individually and cumulatively. 

11.2 Policy SP01 N/A             

The effects on this sustainability criterion are considered identifiable only at the site level, related to the location of development proposals and any known features / designations 
and in the assessment of relevant development management policy. 

11.3 Policy SP01 N/A             

The effects on this sustainability criterion are considered identifiable only at the site level, related to the location of development proposals and any known features / designations 
and in the assessment of relevant development management policy. 

11.4 Policy SP01 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. Effects will be identified through 
the assessment of relevant development management policies within the Plan. 

11.5 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. Effects will be identified through 
the assessment of relevant development management policies within the Plan. 

11.6 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. Effects will be identified through 
the assessment of relevant development management policies within the Plan. 

11.7 Policy SP01 N/A             

The effects on this sustainability criterion are considered identifiable only at the site level, related to the location of development proposals and any known features / designations 
and in the assessment of relevant development management policy. 

11.8 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. Effects will be identified through 
the assessment of relevant development management policies within the Plan. 

11.9 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. Effects will be identified through 
the assessment of relevant development management policies within the Plan. 

SO12 12.1 Policy SP01 N/A             

The effects on this sustainability criterion are considered identifiable only at the site level, related to the location and composition of development proposals and any known features / 
designations and in the assessment of relevant development management policy. 

12.2 Policy SP01 N/A             
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The effects on this sustainability criterion are considered identifiable only at the site level, related to the location and composition of development proposals and any known features / 
designations and in the assessment of relevant development management policy. 

12.3 Policy SP01 N/A             

The effects on this sustainability criterion are considered identifiable only at the site level, related to the location and composition of development proposals and any known features / 
designations and in the assessment of relevant development management policy. 

SO13 13.1 Policy SP01 N/A             

The effects on this sustainability criterion are considered identifiable only at the site level, related to the location and composition of development proposals and any known features / 
designations and in the assessment of relevant development management policy. 

13.2 Policy SP01 N/A             

The effects on this sustainability criterion are considered identifiable only at the site level, related to the location and composition of development proposals and any known features / 
designations and in the assessment of relevant development management policy. 

13.3 Policy SP01 N/A             

The effects on this sustainability criterion are considered identifiable only at the site level, related to the location and composition of development proposals and any known features / 
designations and in the assessment of relevant development management policy. 

SO14 14.1 Policy SP01 +         ✓  ✓  

It can be considered that there is potential for positive temporary effects through the construction of dwellings. The spatial extent and temporal effects are considered dependent 
upon the specific locations and delivery of development. 

14.2 Policy SP01 +         ✓  ✓  

It can be considered that there is potential for positive temporary effects through the construction of dwellings. The spatial extent and temporal effects are considered dependent 
upon the specific locations and delivery of development. 

14.3 Policy SP01 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy.  

14.4 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

 

14.5 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy.  

14.6 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy.  

14.7 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy.  

14.8 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy.  

14.9 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy.  

14.10 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy.  

SO15 15.1 Policy SP01 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy.  

15.2 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy.  

15.3 Policy SP01 N/A             

The effects on this sustainability criterion are considered identifiable only at the site level, related to the location of sites to town centres, and in the assessment of other plan policies 
relevant to ensuring town centre vitality and viability.  

SO16 16.1 Policy SP01 ?           ✓  

The effects on this sustainability criterion are unknown and not identifiable of a strategic policy. Effects are considered more relevant at the individual site level.  

16.2 Policy SP01 ?           ✓  

The effects on this sustainability criterion are unknown and not identifiable of a strategic policy. Effects are considered more relevant at the individual site level.   

16.3 Policy SP01 ?           ✓  

The effects on this sustainability criterion are unknown and not identifiable of a strategic policy. Effects are considered more relevant at the individual site level.   

16.4 Policy SP01 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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Policy SP02 – Affordable Housing 

The table below assesses the effects of Policy SP02 in detail. It also assesses the alternative approach explored (ALT1), which is ‘a lower than the on-site affordable 
housing need requirement to the SHMA level.’ 

Table 3: Detailed Assessment of Policy SP01 – Housing Needs 
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SO1 1.1 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.2 Policy SP02 +   ✓     ✓   ✓  

ALT1 +   ✓     ✓    ✓ 

Although the spatial extent is unknown, access to housing that is affordable is a determinant on health. There will be minor positive effects resulting from the Policy and the 
alternative approach as a result. 

1.3 Policy SP02 +          ✓   

ALT1 +            ✓ 

As part of the need for housing and in particular the delivery of affordable housing, the Policy will have positive indirect effects on supporting special needs and an ageing population. 
The spatial extent, temporal and permanency of effects will be dependent upon the location and delivery of development. This is also largely the case for any indicative lower 
requirement under the alternative approach; however there is a higher degree of uncertainty that this criterion would not be met.  
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1.4 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.5 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.6 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.7 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.8 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.9 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.10 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.11 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.12 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO2 2.1 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

2.2 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 



Page 49 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal: 
Annex D 

 

 

  

Sustainability 
Objective & 
Criteria  

Option Im
pa

ct
s 

Temporal Spatial Permanency Uncertainty 

Sh
or

t 

M
ed

iu
m

 

Lo
ng

 

U
rb

an
 

R
ur

al
 

B
ot

h 

St
ra

te
gi

c 

Pe
rm

an
en

t 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 

Lo
w

 

M
ed

iu
m

 

H
ig

h 

2.3 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO3 3.1 Policy SP02 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓    ✓   

ALT1 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓      ✓ 

The Policy is assessed as having a positive effect in making provision for affordable housing. Cumulative effects will also be realised alongside the high number of Neighbourhood 
Plans within the two Districts, many of which seek to deliver affordable housing in rural areas where access to a range of housing is often apparent. The temporal and spatial extent 
of effects can be expected to be throughout the plan period and in rural areas, in line with the Plan’s Housing Spatial Distribution (Policy SP04). This is also largely the case for the 
alternative approach; however there is a higher level of uncertainty surrounding the approach’s ability to meet this criterion. 

3.2 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

3.3 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

3.4 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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3.5 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

Although related to the need for a range of types and tenures of housing within the Plan area, this sustainability criterion is not considered directly relevant to the theme and remit of 
the Policy. The requirements for Lifetime Homes are more appropriately addressed in the Plan’s development management policies. 

SO4 4.1 Policy SP02 ++ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓  

ALT1 + ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓  

The Policy has been assessed as having significant positive effects on meeting the housing needs of different demographics, through ensuring affordable housing.  The Policy’s 
positive effects can be expected to be experienced in both rural and urban areas to differing degrees (there can be expected to be an element of affordable housing provision in both 
subject to viability), through the requirement of 35% being applicable to all developments that meet the Policy’s threshold throughout the Plan area. In line with the Plan’s housing 
delivery Policy and meeting OAN throughout the plan period, effects can be expected to be realised in the short-long term. Effects come with a medium degree of uncertainty, due to 
the Policy’s stance on exceptions based on viability. Effects on overall delivery (i.e. ensuring OAN is met) are assessed similarly through the alternative approach; however there is a 
strong possibility that a lower requirement of on-site affordable housing delivery will not contribute to the criterion’s requirement that the housing needs ‘of the whole community’ are 
met. As such, effects are not assessed as significant. 

4.2 Policy SP02 + ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓  

ALT1 ?            ✓ 

The Policy has positive effects on tackling some types of homelessness, in particular those who have difficulties in buying a home in rural areas of the Districts.  The Policy’s positive 
effects can be expected to be experienced in both rural and urban areas to differing degrees (there can be expected to be an element of affordable housing provision in both subject 
to viability), through the requirement of 35% being applicable to all developments that meet the Policy’s threshold throughout the Plan area. In line with the Plan’s housing delivery 
Policy and meeting OAN throughout the plan period, effects can be expected to be realised in the short-long term. Effects come with a medium degree of uncertainty, due to the 
Policy’s stance on exceptions based on viability. The alternative approach will have uncertain effects in contrast, as it is uncertain whether a ‘lower than the on-site affordable 
housing need requirement to the SHMA level’ approach would address homelessness / barriers to housing for all demographics.  

4.3 Policy SP02 ++ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓  

ALT1 + ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓  
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The Policy has been assessed as having significant positive effects on ensuring a range and mix of housing including affordable housing.  The Policy’s positive effects can be 
expected to be experienced in both rural and urban areas to differing degrees (there can be expected to be an element of affordable housing provision in both subject to viability), 
through the requirement of 35% being applicable to all developments that meet the Policy’s threshold throughout the Plan area. In line with the Plan’s housing delivery Policy and 
meeting OAN throughout the plan period, effects can be expected to be realised in the short-long term. Effects come with a medium degree of uncertainty, due to the Policy’s stance 
on exceptions based on viability. Effects on affordable housing delivery are assessed similarly through the alternative approach; however affordable housing delivery would not be 
ensured in response to the identified needs of the SHMA. As such, effects are not assessed as significant. 

4.4 Policy SP02 0             

ALT1 0             

The Policy is suitably focused on meeting affordable housing needs throughout the Plan period, and as such do not include any aspirations to improve the existing housing stock. 
There are no identified effects, however through thematic design based development management policies the Plan as a whole is able to address the quality of new homes and 
ensure sustainable development is forthcoming. 

4.5 Policy SP02 0             

ALT1 0             

The nature and requirements of strategic policies regarding housing needs and affordability are such that they are not necessarily the best place to ensure homes can be adapted to 
support independent living for older and disabled people. More generally however, this sustainability criterion can be met through a Plan-led approach to housing delivery 
cumulatively with other specific policies related to adaptable homes within the Plan. 

4.6 Policy SP02 0             

ALT1 0             

The nature and requirements of strategic policies regarding housing needs and affordability are such that they are not necessarily the best place to address the housing type / tenure 
needs of older people. More generally however, this sustainability criterion can be met through a Plan-led approach to housing delivery cumulatively with other specific policies 
related to such homes within the Plan. 

SO5 5.1 Policy SP02 N/A             
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ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.2 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.3 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.4 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.5 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.6 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.7 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.8 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO6 6.1 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

6.2 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

6.3 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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6.4 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO7 7.1 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.2 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.3 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.4 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.5 Policy SP02 N/A             
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ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO8 8.1 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

8.2 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

8.3 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

8.4 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO9 9.1 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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9.2 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

9.3 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

9.4 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO10 10.1 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.2 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.3 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.4 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.5 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.6 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.7 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO11 11.1 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.2 Policy SP02 N/A             
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ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.3 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.4 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.5 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.6 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.7 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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11.8 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.9 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO12 12.1 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

12.2 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

12.3 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO13 13.1 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

13.2 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

13.3 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO14 14.1 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.2 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.3 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.4 Policy SP02 N/A             
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ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

 

14.5 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.6 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.7 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.8 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.9 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.10 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO15 15.1 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

15.2 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

15.3 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO16 16.1 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

16.2 Policy SP02 N/A             
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ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

16.3 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

16.4 Policy SP02 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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Policy SP03 – Settlement Hierarchy  

The table below assesses the effects of Policy SP03 in detail. It also includes the assessment of the following alternative options:  

• ALT1: A review of settlements based upon recognising key facilities / services only.  

• ALT2: A review of settlements based upon the population or size of settlements.  

• ALT3: An extended criteria range of services and facilities.  

Table 4: Detailed Assessment of Policy SP03 – Settlement Hierarchy 

Sustainability 
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Criteria  
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SO1 1.1 Policy SP03 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

ALT1 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

ALT2 ?            ✓ 

ALT3 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓    ✓ 

Both the Policy and the alternative options ALT1 and ALT3 take account of key services and facilities, including those related to healthcare. This ensures that growth is directed to 
settlements that have such facilities, benefitting new communities. A medium level of uncertainty is highlighted, to reflect the possible effects of growth on health infrastructure 
capacities. ALT2 will have uncertain effects in this regard, as the size of a settlement does not necessarily correlate with a proportionate level of services and facilities within them 
including healthcare facilities which may have wider catchments than the settlements they are in.   

1.2 Policy SP03 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

ALT1 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  
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ALT2 ?            ✓ 

ALT3 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓    ✓ 

The Policy and alternative options ALT1 and ALT3 will have positive indirect impacts on this objective, through focusing growth in those settlements that have good access to 
services, jobs and facilities. This in turn ensures that they are likely to be accessible within walking and cycling facilities, which could have a positive effect on health. ALT 2 has 
uncertain effects in comparison, where a review of settlements based upon the population or size of settlements may not see growth distributed to settlements that necessarily have 
a good range of services, jobs and facilities in all instances.  

1.3 Policy SP03 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

ALT1 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

ALT2 ?            ✓ 

ALT3 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓    ✓ 

Both the Policy and the alternative options ALT1 and ALT3 take account of key services and facilities, including those related to healthcare that support the needs of all 
demographics. This ensures that growth is directed to settlements that have such facilities, benefitting new communities. A medium level of uncertainty is highlighted, to reflect the 
possible effects of growth on health infrastructure capacities. ALT2 will have uncertain effects in this regard, as the size of a settlement does not necessarily correlate with a 
proportionate level of services and facilities within them including healthcare facilities which may have wider catchments than the settlements they are in.   

1.4 Policy SP03 ?            ✓ 

ALT1 ?            ✓ 

ALT2 ?            ✓ 

ALT3 ?            ✓ 

The Policy and all alternatives can be expected to have the same level of uncertainty regarding access to the open countryside. The spatial extent, temporal and permanency of 
effects will be dependent upon the location of development.  
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1.5 Policy SP03 ?            ✓ 

ALT1 ?            ✓ 

ALT2 ?            ✓ 

ALT3 ?            ✓ 

The Policy and all alternatives can be expected to have the same level of uncertainty regarding access to public open space. The spatial extent, temporal and permanency of effects 
will be dependent upon the location of development.  

1.6 Policy SP03 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

ALT1 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

ALT2 ?            ✓ 

ALT3 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓    ✓ 

Both the Policy and the alternative options ALT1 and ALT3 can be expected to ensure growth is directed to those settlements with cultural facilities, such as places of worship, as 
this would be one of many determining criteria under these options. This can be seen to benefit new communities. ALT2 has been assessed as having uncertain effects, as growth 
would be directed to settlements based on size, rather than a range of services including cultural facilities.  

1.7 Policy SP03 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

ALT1 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

ALT2 ?            ✓ 

ALT3 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓    ✓ 
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Both the Policy and the alternative options ALT1 and ALT3 take account of key services and facilities, including those related to convenience stores, schools and surgeries that 
support the needs of all demographics. This ensures that growth is directed to settlements that have such facilities, benefitting new communities and supporting the viability of those 
services. ALT2 has been assessed as having uncertain effects, as growth would be directed to settlements based on size, rather than a range of services. 

1.8 Policy SP03 0             

ALT1 0             

ALT2 0             

ALT3 0             

The Plan is best placed to tackle crime and anti-social activity through design-based policy approaches, rather than strategic policy. 

1.9 Policy SP03 0             

ALT1 0             

ALT2 0             

ALT3 0             

The Plan is best placed to tackle noise and odour concerns through development management policies, rather than strategic policy. 

1.10 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.11 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.12 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO2 2.1 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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2.2 Policy SP03 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

ALT1 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

ALT2 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

ALT3 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

The Policy and options ALT1 and ALT3 can be expected to have indirect positive effects through primary schools being identified as a key service. ALT2 will also have positive 
effects against this sustainability criterion as the distribution of schools within the Districts adequately reflects the size of settlements; this is due to school expansion or new school 
delivery being responsive to housing growth through necessary contributions. 

2.3 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO3 3.1 Policy SP03 ?            ✓ 

ALT1 ?            ✓ 

ALT2 ?            ✓ 

ALT3 ?            ✓ 

The Policy and the alternative options have been assessed as having neutral effects on this sustainability criterion. Effects are considered dependent upon location and the 
composition of any development.  
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3.2 Policy SP03 ++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

ALT1 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

ALT2 ?            ✓ 

ALT3 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

Development needs to be accommodated in settlements where the need to travel can be reduced through good access to facilities and services and where significant adverse 
impacts can be avoided or mitigated. The Babergh and Mid Suffolk Ipswich fringe areas have historically been designated as growth areas in recognition of the cross boundary 
sphere of influence from the county town of Ipswich as a regional service centre. The settlement hierarchy of the Policy reflects this; however, effects may not be as forthcoming 
under alternative options ALT1 and ALT3 as the Ipswich Fringe settlements do not contain a comparable level of facilities or services as other settlements within the Plan area and 
might otherwise not receive some housing growth. The methodology behind the Policy takes account of key services and facilities and defines the settlement hierarchy accordingly. 
The approach of recognising relationships to higher order settlements, key services and supporting services (as per the Policy approach) can be considered to better reflect 
connectivity and accessibility to a wider range of services. Both the Policy and alternatives ALT1 and ALT3 will have a medium degree of uncertain however, where social 
infrastructure in settlements is unknown and could be put under pressure by an increase in growth. Uncertain effects are highlighted for ALT2, as the size of a settlement is not 
representative of sustainability. Some rural settlements of a significant size could be misrepresented if they do not have good access to key services and facilities. 

3.3 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

3.4 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             
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ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

3.5 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO4 4.1 Policy SP03 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

ALT1 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

ALT2 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

ALT3 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

The settlement distribution reflects a balance of where people live across the districts in a range of settlements in accordance with the settlement hierarchy, and so positive effects 
can be expected in regard to meeting the housing requirements of the whole community. This can also be expected of all the alternative approaches,  

4.2 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             
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ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.3 Policy SP03 N/A             

Option SET1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.4 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.5 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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4.6 Policy SP03 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

ALT1 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

ALT2 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

ALT3 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

The settlement distribution reflects a balance of where people live across the districts in a range of settlements in accordance with the settlement hierarchy, and so positive effects 
can be expected in regard to addressing the specialist housing needs of older people. This can also be expected of all the alternative approaches,  

SO5 5.1 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.2 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.3 Policy SP03 N/A             
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ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.4 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.5 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.6 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             
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ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.7 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.8 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO6 6.1 Policy SP03 ?            ✓  

ALT1 ?            ✓  

ALT2 ?            ✓  
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ALT3 ?            ✓  

The settlement hierarchy in conjunction with the Plan’s housing spatial distribution can be expected to ensure that effects on localised air quality is minimised by ensuring homes are 
located in close proximity to services and facilities. This may minimise short trip vehicle movements, and subsequent emissions. Effects related to air quality are however considered 
to be dependent on the location of development to areas of poor air quality in individual circumstances, and also relevant to the Plan’s development management policies.  

6.2 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

6.3 Policy SP03 ?            ✓ 

ALT1 ?            ✓ 

ALT2 ?            ✓ 

ALT3 ?            ✓ 

The settlement hierarchy in conjunction with the Plan’s housing spatial distribution can be expected to ensure that effects on localised air quality is minimised by ensuring homes are 
located in close proximity to services and facilities. This may minimise short trip vehicle movements, and subsequent emissions. Effects related to air quality are however considered 
to be dependent on the location of development to AQMAs in individual circumstances, and also relevant to the Plan’s development management policies.  

6.4 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             
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ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO7 7.1 Policy SP03 ?           ✓  

ALT1 ?           ✓  

ALT2 ?           ✓  

ALT3 ?           ✓  

The loss of the open countryside to development is considered possible through the Plan’s distribution of growth through the settlement hierarchy, due to a diminishing supply of 
brownfield land in existing settlements.  

7.2 Policy SP03 ?           ✓  

ALT1 ?           ✓  

ALT2 ?           ✓  

ALT3 ?           ✓  

The loss of the best and most versatile agricultural land to development is considered possible through the Plan’s distribution of growth through the settlement hierarchy, due to a 
diminishing supply of brownfield land in existing settlements.  

7.3 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             
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ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.4 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.5 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO8 8.1 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

8.2 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

8.3 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

8.4 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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SO9 9.1 Policy SP03 ?            ✓ 

ALT1 ?            ✓ 

ALT2 ?            ✓ 

ALT3 ?            ✓ 

The settlement hierarchy in conjunction with the Plan’s housing spatial distribution can be expected to ensure that effects regarding transport emissions are minimised by ensuring 
homes are located in close proximity to services and facilities. This may minimise short trip vehicle movements, and subsequent emissions. Effects related to air quality are however 
considered to be dependent on the location of development to areas of poor air quality in individual circumstances, and also relevant to the Plan’s development management 
policies.  

9.2 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

9.3 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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9.4 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO10 10.1 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.2 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.3 Policy SP03 N/A             
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ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.4 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.5 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.6 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             
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ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.7 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO11 11.1 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.2 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             
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ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.3 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.4 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.5 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             



Page 85 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal: 
Annex D 

 

 

  

Sustainability 
Objective & 
Criteria  

Option Im
pa

ct
s 

Temporal Spatial Permanency Uncertainty 

Sh
or

t 

M
ed

iu
m

 

Lo
ng

 

U
rb

an
 

R
ur

al
 

B
ot

h 

St
ra

te
gi

c 

Pe
rm

an
en

t 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 

Lo
w

 

M
ed

iu
m

 

H
ig

h 

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.6 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.7 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.8 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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11.9 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO12 12.1 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

12.2 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

12.3 Policy SP03 N/A             
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ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO13 13.1 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

13.2 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

13.3 Policy SP03 ?            ✓ 

ALT1 ?            ✓ 
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ALT2 ?            ✓ 

ALT3 ?            ✓ 

Through the policy approach and all alternatives, the concentration of development is towards and surrounding existing settlements. To this extent, there could be positive effects on 
this criterion to protecting and enhancing settlements and their setting within landscapes; however, without the consideration of specific sites for development and their scale / type, 
effects are uncertain at this high level. 

SO14 14.1 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.2 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.3 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             
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ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.4 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
 

14.5 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.6 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.7 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.8 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.9 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.10 Policy SP03 N/A             
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ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO15 15.1 Policy SP03 + ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓  

ALT1 + ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓  

ALT2 ?            ✓  

ALT3 + ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓  

Both the Policy and the alternative options ALT1 and ALT3 support the concentration of services and facilities and seek to direct growth accordingly. Increased growth to a wider 
number of settlements in the Plan area can help the viability of existing shops and services and potentially improve the range through competitiveness. Positive effects are therefore 
highlighted, with a high level of uncertainty to reflect that effects will vary from settlement to settlement and that retail uses are often not permanent additions to an area. Uncertain 
effects are highlighted for ALT2 to reflect that a settlement’s size does not always correspond to a good level of services and facilities. Rural settlements of a significant size could be 
misrepresented if they do not have good access to key services and facilities under this alternative approach. 

15.2 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

15.3 Policy SP03 + ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓ 
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ALT1 + ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓ 

ALT2 ?            ✓ 

ALT3 + ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓ 

Both the Policy and the alternative options ALT1 and ALT3 support the concentration of services and facilities and seek to direct growth accordingly. Increased growth to a wider 
number of settlements in the Plan area, can help the viability of existing shops and services and potentially improve the range through competitiveness. Positive effects are therefore 
highlighted, with a high level of uncertainty to reflect that effects will vary from settlement to settlement and that retail uses are often not permanent additions to an area. Uncertain 
effects are highlighted for ALT2 to reflect that a settlement’s size does not always correspond to a good level of services and facilities. Rural settlements of a significant size could be 
misrepresented if they do not have good access to key services and facilities under this alternative approach. 

SO16 16.1 Policy SP03 + ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓   

ALT1 + ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓    ✓ 

ALT2 ?            ✓ 

ALT3 + ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓    ✓ 

Both the Policy and the alternative options ALT1 and ALT2 are likely to have some degree of positive impact associated with supporting growth in a wide number of settlements 
commensurate to the level of key services in that area. This can ensure that residents are in close proximity to jobs related to those services. A higher degree of uncertainty is 
highlighted for ALT1 and ALT3, where growth in accordance with the settlement hierarchy may not be directed to wider areas with relationships to neighbouring settlements, but 
confined to a stricter number of settlements themselves. Uncertain effects are highlighted for ALT2 to reflect that a settlement’s size does not always correspond to a good level of 
services and facilities. Rural settlements of a significant size could be misrepresented if they do not have good access to key services and facilities (and jobs associated with them) 
under this alternative approach. 

16.2 Policy SP03 + ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓   

ALT1 + ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓   

ALT2 ?            ✓ 
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ALT3 + ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓   

Both the Policy and the alternative options ALT1 and ALT3 are likely to have some degree of positive impact associated with supporting growth in a wide number of settlements 
commensurate to the level of key services in that area. This can ensure that residents are in walking and cycling distance to services.  Uncertain effects are highlighted for ALT2 to 
reflect that a settlement’s size does not always correspond to a good level of services and facilities.  

16.3 Policy SP03 ++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

ALT1 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

ALT2 ?            ✓ 

ALT3 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

Development needs to be accommodated in settlements where the need to travel can be reduced through good access to facilities and services and where significant adverse 
impacts can be avoided or mitigated. The Babergh and Mid Suffolk Ipswich fringe areas have historically been designated as growth areas in recognition of the cross boundary 
sphere of influence from the county town of Ipswich as a regional service centre. The settlement hierarchy of the Policy reflects this; however effects may not be as forthcoming 
under the alternative options ALT1 and ALT3 as the Ipswich Fringe settlements do not contain a comparable level of facilities or services as other settlements within the Plan area 
and might otherwise not receive some housing growth. In comparison the Policy provides greater opportunity to reflect the existing settlement pattern than ALT1 and ALT3, taking 
account of the relationship between service provision and the network of settlements and their inter-relationships. The methodology behind the Policy takes account of key services 
and facilities and defines the settlement hierarchy accordingly. The approach of recognising relationships to higher order settlements, key services and supporting services (as per 
the Policy approach) can be considered to better reflect connectivity and accessibility to a wider range of services. The Policy and ALT1 and ALT3 will have a medium degree of 
uncertain however, where social infrastructure in settlements is unknown and could be put under pressure by an increase in growth. Uncertain effects are highlighted for ALT2 to 
reflect that a settlement’s size does not always correspond to a good level of services and facilities. Rural settlements of a significant size could be misrepresented if they do not 
have good access to key services and facilities (and jobs associated with them) under this alternative approach. 

16.4 Policy SP03 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

ALT3 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

Policy SP04 - Housing Spatial Distribution 

The Policy approach and the following alternative options are explored in this section: 

• ALT1: New settlement  

• ALT2: Focused growth in Ipswich and Market Towns 

Table 5: Detailed Assessment of Policy SP04 – Housing Spatial Distribution 
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SO1 1.1 Policy SP04 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

ALT1 ?   ✓    ✓ ✓    ✓ 

ALT2 ? ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓   ✓  

Option ALT2 has been assessed as having some degree of positive effect; however these are limited to the catchment area of the Plan area’s towns and Ipswich. Given that the 
majority of the population of Babergh and Mid Suffolk live in rural areas this alternative has been assessed as having overall uncertain impacts in regard to the accessibility of health 
services and facilities for the Plan area’s rural population (only applicable to the immediate rural hinterlands of towns) should new facilities be integrated into developments. Much 
depends upon the connectivity between allocations (which are not a factor in this assessment) and service provision. Conversely, it can be expected that there would be positive 
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effects through the Policy approach, where the catchments of any newly integrated health and social care facilities would be spread across the plan area more spatially, including 
both towns and rural areas that correspond to being located within the ‘transport corridors’ of the A12 (in Babergh) and the A14 (in Mid Suffolk). It would also lead to some growth in 
the Ipswich Fringe settlements, as they are within the transport corridors. This better ensures that connectivity to services is ensured as well as proximity. In order to ensure a 
distribution of growth to benefit new and existing communities, there are uncertainties surrounding the new settlement option (ALT1), which in order to be as sustainable as possible 
need a good level of connectivity to existing services whilst also ensuring that many are delivered on-site. The wider effects of service provision are therefore uncertain where the 
location of a new settlement in relation to existing settlements is not known. Lead in times and start dates for a new settlement would also mean that any ancillary services on-site 
would likely not be experienced within the Plan period, or at best the latter stages of it. Also, it can be assumed that a new settlement would direct growth away from market towns 
and rural areas in order to be of a critical mass to be sustainable, which would not conform to any merits of spatial distribution as promoted within the Policy. 

1.2 Policy SP04 0             

ALT1 0             

ALT2 0             

The Policy and alternatives will have no bearing on ensuring healthy lifestyles as this is considered to be relevant to the composition of development and the requirements of 
relevant development management policies within the Plan. All options have been highlighted as having ‘no effect’ within the context of the Policy and in exploring options for the 
spatial distribution of growth. 

1.3 Policy SP04 0             

ALT1 0             

ALT2  0             

The Policy and alternatives will have no bearing on supporting special needs and an ageing population as this is considered to be relevant to the composition of development and 
the requirements of relevant development management policies within the Plan. All options have been highlighted as having ‘no effect’ within the context of the Policy and in 
exploring options for the spatial distribution of growth. 

1.4 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             
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The Policy, and the alternative approaches will all have no direct identifiable effect on this sustainability criterion. Effects are only measurable at the site level and are dependent on 
the location and composition of development. 

1.5 Policy SP04 ?           ✓  

ALT1 ?            ✓ 

ALT2 ?           ✓  

The Policy and all alternative options have been assessed as having possible positive effects on access to newly created areas of public open space to serve new communities. 
Much depends upon the connectivity between allocations and the type and function of any open space that could be forthcoming as part of developments, including any strategic 
scale provision. As such, overall uncertain effects are highlighted. In order to ensure a distribution of growth to benefit new and existing communities, there are also uncertainties 
surrounding the new settlement option (ALT1), which in order to be as sustainable as possible may require large scale public open space, such as a Country Park. Although this 
could ensure wider benefits to the population (should the type of open space serve a wider catchment in regard to facilities), the location of a new settlement in relation to existing 
settlements is not known. Lead in times and start dates for a new settlement would also mean that any provision on-site would likely not be experienced within the Plan period, or at 
best the latter stages of it.  

1.6 Policy SP04 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

ALT1 ?            ✓ 

ALT2 ?           ✓  

Option ALT2 has been assessed as having possible positive effects on access to cultural facilities; however these are limited to the catchment area of the Plan area’s towns and 
Ipswich. Given that the majority of the population of Babergh and Mid Suffolk live in rural areas this alternative has been assessed as having overall uncertain impacts in regard to 
the accessibility of cultural facilities for the Plan area’s rural population (only applicable to the immediate rural hinterlands of towns) should new facilities be integrated into 
developments. Much depends upon the connectivity between allocations (which are not a factor in this assessment) and service provision. Conversely, it can be expected that there 
would be positive effects through the Policy approach, where the catchments of any newly integrated health and social care facilities would be spread across the plan area more 
spatially, including both towns and rural areas that correspond to being located within the ‘transport corridors’ of the A12 (in Babergh) and the A14 (in Mid Suffolk). It would also lead 
to some growth in the Ipswich Fringe settlements, as they are within the transport corridors. This better ensures that connectivity to services is ensured as well as proximity. In order 
to ensure a distribution of growth to benefit new and existing communities, there are uncertainties surrounding the new settlement option (ALT1), which in order to be as sustainable 
as possible need a good level of connectivity to existing services whilst also ensuring that many are delivered on-site. The wider effects of service provision are therefore uncertain 
where the location of a new settlement in relation to existing settlements is not known. Lead in times and start dates for a new settlement would also mean that any ancillary services 
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on-site would likely not be experienced within the Plan period, or at best the latter stages of it. Also, it can be assumed that a new settlement would direct growth away from market 
towns and rural areas in order to be of a critical mass to be sustainable, which would not conform to any merits of spatial distribution as promoted within the Policy. 

1.7 Policy SP04 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

ALT1 ?            ✓ 

ALT2 ?           ✓  

Option ALT2 has been assessed as having some degree of positive effect; however these are limited to the catchment area of the Plan area’s towns and Ipswich. Given that the 
majority of the population of Babergh and Mid Suffolk live in rural areas this alternative has been assessed as having overall uncertain impacts in regard to the accessibility of 
community facilities for the Plan area’s rural population (only applicable to the immediate rural hinterlands of towns) should new facilities be integrated into developments. Much 
depends upon the connectivity between allocations (which are not a factor in this assessment) and service provision. Conversely, it can be expected that there would be positive 
effects through the Policy approach, where the catchments of any newly integrated community facilities would be spread across the plan area more spatially, including both towns 
and rural areas that correspond to being located within the ‘transport corridors’ of the A12 (in Babergh) and the A14 (in Mid Suffolk). It would also lead to some growth in the Ipswich 
Fringe settlements, as they are within the transport corridors. This better ensures that connectivity to services is ensured as well as proximity. In order to ensure a distribution of 
growth to benefit new and existing communities, there are uncertainties surrounding the new settlement option (ALT1), which in order to be as sustainable as possible need a good 
level of connectivity to existing services whilst also ensuring that many are delivered on-site. The wider effects of service provision are therefore uncertain where the location of a 
new settlement in relation to existing settlements is not known. Lead in times and start dates for a new settlement would also mean that any ancillary services on-site would likely not 
be experienced within the Plan period, or at best the latter stages of it. Also, it can be assumed that a new settlement would direct growth away from market towns and rural areas in 
order to be of a critical mass to be sustainable, which would not conform to any merits of spatial distribution as promoted within the Policy. 

1.8 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

The Policy and the alternative approaches will all have no direct identifiable effect on this sustainability criterion. Effects are only measurable through the composition of 
development in adherence to the Plan’s development management policies that consider ways in which the built environment can tackle crime and anti-social behaviour. 

1.9 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             
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ALT2 N/A             

The Policy, and the alternative approaches will all have no direct identifiable effect on this sustainability criterion. Effects are only measurable through the composition of 
development in adherence to the Plan’s development management policies that consider ways in which the built environment can tackle noise and odour concerns. 

1.10 Policy SP04 0             

ALT1 0             

ALT2 0             

The Policy and alternatives will have no bearing on supporting opportunities for shared community use and co-location of services as this is considered to be relevant to the 
composition of development and the requirements of relevant development management policies within the Plan. All options have been highlighted as having ‘no effect’ within the 
context of the Policy and in exploring options for the spatial distribution of growth. 

1.11 Policy SP04 0             

ALT1 0             

ALT2 0             

The Policy and alternatives will have no bearing on retaining and enhancing existing open and natural spaces as this is considered to be relevant to the composition of development 
and the requirements of relevant development management policies within the Plan. All options have been highlighted as having ‘no effect’ within the context of the Policy and in 
exploring options for the spatial distribution of growth. 

1.12 Policy SP04 0             

ALT1 0             

ALT2 0             
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The Policy and alternatives will have no bearing on providing a range of play spaces for children and young people as this is considered to be relevant to the composition of 
development and the requirements of relevant development management policies within the Plan. All options have been highlighted as having ‘no effect’ within the context of the 
Policy and in exploring options for the spatial distribution of growth. 

SO2 2.1 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Policy or alternative options that explore the spatial distribution of growth. 

2.2 Policy SP04 0             

ALT1 0             

ALT2 0             

The Policy and alternatives will have no bearing on supporting the provision of an adequate range of educational and child care facilities as this is considered to be relevant to 
developer contributions and through the composition of development. New settlements would have to be of a scale to meet necessary thresholds for new school provision to be 
sustainable. All options have been highlighted as having ‘no effect’ within the context of the Policy and in exploring options for the spatial distribution of growth. 

2.3 Policy SP04 0             

ALT1 0             

ALT2 0             

The Policy and alternatives will have no bearing on meeting educational needs as this is considered to be relevant to developer contributions and through the composition of 
development. New settlements would have to be of a scale to meet necessary thresholds for new school provision to be sustainable. All options have been highlighted as having ‘no 
effect’ within the context of the Policy and in exploring options for the spatial distribution of growth. 

SO3 3.1 Policy SP04 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  
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ALT1 - ✓ ✓        ✓   

ALT2 ?           ✓  

Areas of deprivation can be found within both urban and rural locations within the Plan area and are related to a range of factors, most notably barriers to services in more isolated 
areas. It is possible that the concentration of development within towns (and around Ipswich) only could potentially exacerbate rural conditions. With this in mind, ALT2 is assessed 
as having comparatively more negative impacts than other options. This is also possibly the case of a new settlement approach (ALT1) also, with less of the merits of spatial 
distribution possible. It is further unknown where a new settlement could be located within the Plan area, and also when a new settlement option would be considered deliverable. 
The reality is that even under the new settlement option, growth is going to be needed elsewhere in the short to medium term at least, compounding the uncertain effects 
highlighted. The Policy would has an increased likelihood of ensuring that growth is distributed with the indirect effect of alleviating issues of poverty and social inclusion within 
existing communities, as the distribution of growth would be more widely spread along transport corridors, where the majority of the Plan area’s higher order settlements are located. 
The Policy approach can therefore be seen to have positive secondary effects through seeking to distribute growth to the Districts’ most sustainable and populous settlements and 
areas in the first instance, with crucially support for rural growth.   

3.2 Policy SP04 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

ALT1 - ✓ ✓        ✓   

ALT2 ?           ✓  

The impacts of the Policy and the alternative options (and the reasons for them) will predominantly mirror those highlighted for above for sustainability criterion 3.1. This is due to 
poverty and social inclusion being closely aligned to access to key services, facilities and social infrastructure for all sectors of the population. 

3.3 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Policy or alternative options that explore the spatial distribution of housing growth. 

3.4 Policy SP04 0             
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ALT1 0             

ALT2 0             

The Policy and alternatives will have no bearing on supporting opportunities for a mix of uses and a range of community facilities as this is considered to be relevant to developer 
contributions, the composition of development and the requirements of relevant development management policies within the Plan. All options have been highlighted as having ‘no 
effect’ within the context of the Policy and in exploring options for the spatial distribution of growth.   

3.5 Policy SP04 0             

ALT1 0             

ALT2 0             

The Policy and alternatives will have no bearing on supporting opportunities for Lifetime Homes as this is considered to be relevant to the composition of development and the 
requirements of relevant development management policies within the Plan. All options have been highlighted as having ‘no effect’ within the context of the Policy and in exploring 
options for the spatial distribution of growth.   

SO4 4.1 Policy SP04 ++ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

ALT1 -            ✓ 

ALT2 + ✓ ✓        ✓   

The Policy and ALT2 will have varying degrees of positive effect in ensuring the Districts’ OAN are met, with the exception of ALT1 where there are uncertainties as to whether 
effects would be realised within the plan period due to long lead in times. Meeting the housing needs of the whole community is considered most appropriately addressed through 
proportionate growth distributed to a wide number of settlements, in order to ensure that existing communities have a choice of homes that reflect changing needs. To this extent, 
the Policy approach will have significantly positive effects as it seeks an appropriate market town / rural area balance within the Plan area’s transport corridors. This ensures that 
growth reaches a wider range of settlements and the wider spread of distribution to some smaller settlements also ensures delivery. ALT2 will have fewer positive implications in 
focusing growth to market towns and the Ipswich area. As discussed above, this distribution is not considered suitable to reach rural areas, smaller towns and villages within the 
Plan area. This is similarly the case for any new settlement option, which if to be sustainable in its own right would likely have to be of a such a critical mass (to ensure infrastructure 
thresholds are met and delivered) that growth would be directed away from those existing communities that need it. Were the Districts in a position that there were not enough 
suitable sites in and around existing settlements, then a new settlement option would potentially be more realistic. However, enough sites exist in sustainable locations within the two 
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District areas to meet OAN in the plan period, and so the Councils’ inclusion of a new settlement option in Section 9.08 of the Plan is only potentially relevant beyond the plan period 
and subject to review. 

4.2 Policy SP04 0             

ALT1 0             

ALT2 0             

As an indicator of housing need the Policy and ALT2 can address homelessness, however this is more unlikely through ALT1 as there is no certainty that a new settlement could 
come forward within the plan period due to long lead in times. Generally however, it is considered that effects over time, their spatial context and permanency will be dependent on 
individual allocations and their composition. Effects are therefore not identifiable at this stage. 

4.3 Policy SP04 0             

ALT1 0             

ALT2 0             

In general, the Policy and both options could equate to meeting levels of housing need (and with it a range and mix of housing including affordable housing and specialist housing), 
including ALT1, assuming that proposals can be demonstrated as deliverable / developable in the plan period. It should be noted that spatial and temporal extents are unknown 
however. The composition of developments in regard to mix, type and tenure are considered more appropriately addressed at the development management stage and through 
individual allocations. 

4.4 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

Reducing the number of unfit homes is not considered relevant to the Policy and options surrounding spatial distribution. 

4.5 Policy SP04 N/A             
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ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

The adaptation of homes (existing or new) to support independent living for older and disabled people is not considered relevant to the Policy and options surrounding spatial 
distribution. 

4.6 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

Addressing the housing needs of older people, i.e. extra care housing, sheltered housing, lifetime homes and wheelchair accessible homes is not considered relevant to the Policy 
and options surrounding spatial distribution. 

SO5 5.1 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

Protecting and enhancing water resources is not considered relevant to the Policy and options surrounding spatial distribution. This matter is instead included within the Plan’s 
development management policies. 

5.2 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

Supporting the achievement of Water Framework Directive targets is not considered relevant to the Policy and options surrounding spatial distribution. This matter is instead 
included within the Plan’s development management policies. 
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5.3 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

Protecting and improving the quality of inland waters is not considered relevant to the Policy and options surrounding spatial distribution. This matter is instead included within the 
Plan’s development management policies. 

5.4 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

Protecting and improving the quality of coastal waters is not considered relevant to the Policy and options surrounding spatial distribution. This matter is instead included within the 
Plan’s development management policies. 

5.5 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

Promoting the sustainable use of water is not considered relevant to the Policy and options surrounding spatial distribution. This matter is instead included within the Plan’s 
development management policies. 

5.6 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             
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Maintaining water availability is not considered relevant to the Policy and options surrounding spatial distribution. This matter is instead included within the Plan’s development 
management policies. 

5.7 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

Supporting the provision of sufficient water supply and treatment infrastructure is not considered relevant to the Policy and options surrounding spatial distribution. This matter is 
instead included within the Plan’s development management policies. 

5.8 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

Ensuring the provision of SuDS in new development is not considered relevant to the Policy and options surrounding spatial distribution. This matter is instead included within the 
Plan’s development management policies. 

SO6 6.1 Policy SP04 ?            ✓ 

ALT1 ?            ✓ 

ALT2 ?            ✓ 

The high level nature of the Policy and the options concerning spatial distribution means that effects are difficult to measure with any certainty regarding traffic movements and their 
effect on localised air quality. Effects are more appropriately identified at the site level (individually and cumulatively in broad areas) and based on relevant evidence. As a result, all 
options are identified as uncertain, with a high degree of uncertainty. 

6.2 Policy SP04 ?            ✓ 
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ALT1 ?            ✓ 

ALT2 ?            ✓ 

The Policy and the alternative options have been assessed as having uncertain effects on this sustainability criterion at this stage. The identification of more detailed effects is 
dependent on the location of individual developments in respect of any neighbouring uses including fast roads / rail. The effects of development on sensitive neighbouring uses can 
be expected to be ensured through adherence to relevant development management policies. 

6.3 Policy SP04 ?            ✓ 

ALT1 ?            ✓ 

ALT2 ?            ✓ 

The Policy and the alternative options have been assessed as having uncertain effects on this sustainability criterion at this stage. The identification of more detailed effects is 
dependent on the location of individual developments in respect of any AQMAs and details of traffic movements at the development management stage. 

6.4 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

The incorporation of sustainable design and construction techniques is not considered relevant to the Policy and options surrounding spatial distribution. This matter is instead 
included within the Plan’s development management policies. 

SO7 7.1 Policy SP04 ?           ✓  

ALT1 ?            ✓ 

ALT2 ?            ✓ 
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There is a limited availability of brownfield land in the Plan area, therefore the majority of allocations will be on Greenfield land. As such, effects generally have the possibility of being 
negative. This is true for the Policy and both alternative options, based on the level of growth required and the diminishing nature of brownfield land; however uncertainty is 
highlighted within this appraisal and effects more dependent on exact locations of development. The positive effects of developing brownfield land in the first instance are similarly 
limited, however it should be known that the Council’s prioritise the development of such land within the Plan and also through the development of brownfield registers and 
‘permission in principle’ for some of these sites. ALT1 is dependent on the availability of brownfield land of a sufficient scale to accommodate strategic development as included 
within the Plan as a criterion within Section 9.08. At present, no such options have been submitted in suitable locations within the Plan area. In focussing development on Greenfield 
land in / around market towns and Ipswich, there can be expected to be a heightened loss. This reflects the level of uncertainty of effects highlighted for ALT2. In contrast, the loss of 
Greenfield land is more dispersed through the Policy.  

7.2 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

The effects of this sustainability criterion are more appropriately identified through the assessment of sites, rather than at the strategic level. 

7.3 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

The effects of this sustainability criterion are more appropriately identified through the assessment of sites, rather than at the strategic level. 

7.4 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

The effects of this sustainability criterion are more appropriately identified through the assessment of sites, rather than at the strategic level. 
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7.5 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

The effects of this sustainability criterion are considered irrelevant at the strategic level and as a consideration in the assessment of spatial distribution options. 

SO8 8.1 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

Reducing household waste generated is not considered relevant to the Policy and options surrounding spatial distribution. This matter is instead included within the Plan’s 
development management policies. 

8.2 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

Reducing commercial and industrial waste generated is not considered relevant to the Policy and options surrounding spatial distribution. This matter is instead included within the 
Plan’s development management policies. 

8.3 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             
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Increasing the rate of waste reuse and recycling is not considered relevant to the Policy and options surrounding spatial distribution. This matter is instead included within the Plan’s 
development management policies. 

8.4 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

Incorporating sustainable design and construction techniques is not considered relevant to the Policy and options surrounding spatial distribution. This matter is instead included 
within the Plan’s development management policies. 

SO9 9.1 Policy SP04 ?            ✓ 

ALT1 ?            ✓ 

ALT2 ?            ✓ 

For the Policy and all of the alternative options, effects are identified as unknown and dependant in part upon the accessibility of allocations at the site specific level. Other 
considerations regarding energy efficiency are more appropriately explored at the development management stage. 

9.2 Policy SP04 ?            ✓ 

ALT1 ?            ✓ 

ALT2 ?            ✓ 

For the Policy and all of the alternative options, effects are identified as unknown and dependant in part upon the details of individual planning applications. Considerations such as 
renewable energy generation on-site from developments are more appropriately explored at the development management stage and / or within site specific policies. 

9.3 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             
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ALT2 N/A             

The incorporation of renewable energy methods in new development is not considered relevant to the Policy and options surrounding spatial distribution. This matter is instead 
included within the Plan’s development management policies. 

9.4 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

The incorporation of energy efficiency measures in new development is not considered relevant to the Policy and options surrounding spatial distribution. This matter is instead 
included within the Plan’s development management policies. 

SO10 10.1 Policy SP04 0             

ALT1 0             

ALT2 0             

Although effects are considered relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocations) and through relevant development management policies, it 
should be noted that the Plan’s site selection process (as evidenced through the SHELAA methodology) omits any site that meets the threshold for ‘sequential testing’ to be done at 
the Plan level through a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Part 2. This means that no site allocation will be subject to issues surrounding fluvial or coastal flood risk. 

10.2 Policy SP04 0             

ALT1 0             

ALT2 0             

Although effects are considered relevant only at the site level (through the assessment of the Plan’s housing allocations) and through relevant development management policies, it 
should be noted that the Plan’s site selection process (as evidenced through the SHELAA methodology) omits any site that meets the threshold for ‘sequential testing’ to be done at 
the Plan level through a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Part 2. This means that no site allocation will be subject to issues surrounding fluvial or coastal flood risk. 
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10.3 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Policy or the alternative option concerning spatial distribution. 

10.4 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Policy or the alternative option concerning spatial distribution. 

10.5 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

The incorporation of sustainable design and construction techniques in new development is not considered relevant to the Policy and options surrounding spatial distribution. This 
matter is instead included within the Plan’s development management policies. 

10.6 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

Ensuring that buildings and public spaces are designed to respond to winter and summer temperatures is not considered relevant to the Policy and options surrounding spatial 
distribution. This matter is instead included within the Plan’s development management policies. 
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10.7 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

The incorporation of sustainable urban drainage techniques is not considered relevant to the Policy and options surrounding spatial distribution. This matter is instead included within 
the Plan’s development management policies. 

SO11 11.1 Policy SP04 ?            ✓ 

ALT1 ?            ✓ 

ALT2 ?            ✓ 

The effects on any Habitats Sites (Natura 2k sites) within and surrounding the Plan area is explored through the Plan’s accompanying Appropriate Assessment. Impacts are 
identified by exploring the ‘Zones of Influence’ around each Habitat Site, which have been devised specifically to identify the effects of development by location. To that extent, the 
Policy and options will have uncertain effects, dependent on the location and scale of developments. 

11.2 Policy SP04 ?            ✓ 

ALT1 ?            ✓ 

ALT2 ?            ✓ 

The effects on any nationally designated nature conservation sites within and surrounding the Plan area is explored at the site level through individual and cumulative assessments 
within this SA. To that extent, the Policy and options will have uncertain effects, dependent on the location of developments. 

11.3 Policy SP04 ?            ✓ 

ALT1 ?            ✓ 

ALT2 ?            ✓ 
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The effects on any locally designated nature conservation sites within and surrounding the Plan area is explored at the site level through individual and cumulative assessments 
within this SA. To that extent, the Policy and options will have uncertain effects, dependent on the location of developments. 

11.4 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

The effects on protected species and their habitats from developments are best identified at the development management stage and through the assessment of the Plan’s 
development management policies. 

11.5 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

Delivering the targets and actions for habitats and species within the Suffolk Biodiversity Action Plan is not considered relevant to the Policy and options surrounding spatial 
distribution. 

11.6 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

The effects on farmland birds and their habitats from developments are best identified at the development management stage and through the assessment of the Plan’s 
development management policies. 

11.7 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             
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ALT2 N/A             

The effects on sites, features and areas of geological value from developments are best identified at the development management stage and through the assessment of the Plan’s 
development management policies. 

11.8 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

The merits of developments in incorporating new habitats are best identified within the assessment of sites within this SA (where proposed), at the development management stage 
and through the assessment of the Plan’s development management policies. 

11.9 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

The merits of developments in maintaining or enhancing biodiversity are best identified within the assessment of sites within this SA (where proposed), at the development 
management stage and through the assessment of the Plan’s development management policies. 

SO12 12.1 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

The protection and enhancement of buildings, monuments, sites, places, areas and landscapes of heritage interest or cultural value (including their setting) is best identified within 
the assessment of sites within this SA (where proposed), at the development management stage and through the assessment of the Plan’s development management policies. 

12.2 Policy SP04 N/A             
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ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

The protection and enhancement of sites, features and areas of archaeological value is best identified within the assessment of sites within this SA (where proposed), at the 
development management stage and through the assessment of the Plan’s development management policies. 

12.3 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

A development proposal’s potential to enhance accessibility to cultural heritage assets is best identified within the assessment of sites within this SA (where proposed), at the 
development management stage and through the assessment of the Plan’s development management policies. 

SO13 13.1 Policy SP04 0             

ALT1 0             

ALT2 0             

Development which would have an adverse impact on the AoNBs would be contrary to the NPPF, therefore the Policy and all options can be expected to ensure ‘no impact’ on this 
sustainability criterion. 

13.2 Policy SP04 0             

ALT1 0             

ALT2 0             
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There is limited availability of brownfield land within the Plan area, due to a focus of such land being redeveloped historically, and its preference in the first instance. All of the options 
can therefore be expected to require the development of greenfield land to the same broad extent. No effects are highlighted due to the Plan’s inability to meet OAN through the 
development of brownfield land alone. 

13.3 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

As previously outlined, the Policy and spatial distribution options can be expected to have varying degrees of potential effect, based on broad locations and the size of developments 
that are forthcoming. This sustainability criterion is however more focused on specific effects, and the protection and enhancement of settlements and their settings within the 
landscape is best considered within the assessment of sites within this SA (where proposed), at the development management stage and through the assessment of the Plan’s 
development management policies. 

SO14 14.1 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

The effects on business development resulting from the Policy and the alternative options explored are dependent on the specific locations of employment and housing allocations, 
as well as accessibility and connectivity. At this high level, this information is not considered relevant to establishing the initial preferred direction of growth. Effects on the relationship 
between the Plan’s housing allocations and employment land will be a determining factor in the assessment of sites and effects at the ‘whole Plan level.’ 

14.2 Policy SP04 +         ✓ ✓ ✓  

ALT1 +         ✓ ✓ ✓  

ALT2 +         ✓ ✓ ✓  

In the assessment of the Policy and all alternative options, meeting OAN is a constant factor. There is the potential for indirect temporary positive effects through construction. 
Spatial impacts are considered dependent upon the specific location of development in all instances. 
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14.3 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

The effects on business resilience resulting from the Policy and the alternative options explored are dependent on the specific locations of employment and housing allocations, as 
well as accessibility and connectivity. At this high level, this information is not considered relevant to establishing the initial preferred direction of growth. Effects on the relationship 
between the Plan’s housing allocations and employment land will be a determining factor in the assessment of sites and effects at the ‘whole Plan level.’ 

14.4 Policy SP04 ?           ✓  

ALT1 ?           ✓  

ALT2 ?           ✓  

In the assessment of the Policy and all alternative options, meeting OAN is a constant factor. There is the potential for positive effects should housing and employment development 
be co-located in disadvantaged areas, however this is not necessarily a significant factor in the consideration of spatial housing distribution options. Spatial impacts are considered 
dependent upon the specific location of development in all instances.  

14.5 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

The effects on rural diversification are best identified at the development management stage and through the assessment of the Plan’s development management policies. 

14.6 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             
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The encouragement of indigenous business is best addressed through the Plan’s development management policies. 

14.7 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

The encouragement of inward investment is best addressed through the Plan’s specific economic policies at the strategic and development management level. 

14.8 Policy SP04 0             

ALT1 0             

ALT2 0             

Related to strategic housing-led and mixed-use development proposals, land can be expected to be made available for business development and employment premises. Such 
schemes are possible through the Policy and all options, in particular those of a new settlement. At this high level however, effects are difficult to identify without the consideration of 
specific proposals. Effects will therefore be identified at the site level and through the SA of sites in this Report. It is further considered that the temporal and spatial impacts will be 
dependent upon specific allocations / options. 

14.9 Policy SP04 0             

ALT1 0             

ALT2 0             

Related to strategic housing-led and mixed-use development proposals, it is possible / likely that land would be made available for retail uses, including food stores and smaller 
affordable shops for social enterprises. Such schemes are possible through the Policy and all options, in particular those of a new settlement with an aspiration for self-sustainability. 
At this high level however, effects are difficult to identify without the consideration of specific proposals. Effects will therefore be identified at the site level and through the SA of sites 
in this Report. It is further considered that the temporal and spatial impacts will be dependent upon specific allocations / options. 

14.10 Policy SP04 0             
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ALT1 0             

ALT2 0             

Related to strategic housing-led and mixed-use development proposals, it is possible / likely that land would be made available for affordable workspace for local businesses. Such 
schemes are possible through the Policy and all options. At this high level however, effects are difficult to identify without the consideration of specific proposals. Effects will therefore 
be identified at the site level and through the SA of sites in this Report. It is further considered that the temporal and spatial impacts will be dependent upon specific allocations / 
options. 

SO15 15.1 Policy SP04 ?           ✓  

ALT1 ?           ✓  

ALT2 ?           ✓  

For the Policy and both alternative options, a proportion of growth is proposed around the District’s centres however the extent of this is unknown at this high level, and the specific 
effects it could have on centres. It should be noted that this is also the case for ALT1, which although explore a new settlement, will also require short-medium term growth to be 
directed to existing centres in order to ensure delivery and meet OAN over the plan period. This is due to the long lead in times of new settlements meaning that they could not be 
expected to come forward until much later than strategic growth would under the Policy approach and ALT2.  

15.2 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

Ensuring that the number of vacant units in centres is reduced is not relevant to the Policy and is best addressed through the Plan’s development management policies. 

15.3 Policy SP04 ?           ✓  

ALT1 ?           ✓  

ALT2 ?           ✓  
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For the Policy and both alternative options, a proportion of growth is proposed around the District’s centres however the extent of this is unknown at this high level, and the specific 
effects it could have on centres. It should be noted that this is also the case for ALT1, which although explore a new settlement, will also require short-medium term growth to be 
directed to existing centres in order to ensure delivery and meet OAN over the plan period. This is due to the long lead in times of new settlements meaning that they could not be 
expected to come forward until much later than strategic growth would under the Policy approach and ALT2.  

SO16 16.1 Policy SP04 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

ALT1 ?            ✓ 

ALT2 ?          ✓   

ALT2 has been assessed as having the potential for positive effects relevant to the catchment area of market towns and Ipswich; however this comes with a potential negative 
impact upon the Districts’ rural population in which the majority of the population live. This is due to a focus of growth away from these areas. The Plan does not identify any new 
allocations for employment land, due to supporting evidence on projected economic growth combined with the current land supply baseline position. To this extent, reducing out-
commuting can be achieved by locating growth to those areas where existing employment land exists. The Plan’s safeguarded strategic employment land is broadly located in the 
market towns and along transport corridors, however many small-scale employment areas exist throughout the Plan area’s smaller settlements. Proportionate growth to a wider 
range of settlements is also supported within the Policy and positive effects are highlighted. ALT2 will have uncertain effects overall in consideration of this option limiting rural 
growth. The new settlement option of ALT1 has been assessed as having similarly uncertain effects where the location of growth is unknown. A new settlement would have to be 
well connected to existing employment areas and also supply additional land for this purpose (should it seek to adhere to Garden City Principles), however this would also be to the 
detriment to the District’s rural population. 

16.2 Policy SP04 ?           ✓  

ALT1 ?            ✓ 

ALT2 ?          ✓   

ALT2 has been assessed as having the potential for positive effects relevant to the catchment area of market towns and Ipswich; however this comes with a potential negative 
impact upon the Districts’ rural population in which the majority of the population live. This is due to a focus of growth away from these areas. The Plan does not identify any new 
allocations for employment land, due to supporting evidence on projected economic growth combined with the current land supply baseline position. To this extent, improving 
accessibility to work by sustainable means can be achieved by locating growth to those areas where existing employment land exists. The Plan’s safeguarded strategic employment 
land is broadly located in the market towns and along transport corridors, however many small-scale employment areas exist throughout the Plan area’s smaller settlements. 
Proportionate growth to a wider range of settlements is also supported within the Policy however uncertain effects are highlighted where the Policy’s transport corridor focus could 
lead to private vehicle trips being more attractive. ALT2 will have uncertain effects overall in consideration of this option limiting rural growth. The new settlement option of ALT1 has 
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been assessed as having similarly uncertain effects where the location of growth is unknown. A new settlement would have to be well connected to existing employment areas and 
also supply additional land for this purpose in walkable neighbourhoods (should it seek to adhere to Garden City Principles), however this would also be to the detriment to the 
District’s rural population. 

16.3 Policy SP04 ?           ✓  

ALT1 ?            ✓ 

ALT2 ?          ✓   

ALT2 has been assessed as having the potential for positive effects relevant to the catchment area of market towns and Ipswich; however this comes with a potential negative 
impact upon the Districts’ rural population in which the majority of the population live. This is due to a focus of growth away from these areas. The Plan does not identify any new 
allocations for employment land, due to supporting evidence on projected economic growth combined with the current land supply baseline position. To this extent, improving 
accessibility to work by sustainable means can be achieved by locating growth to those areas where existing employment land exists. The Plan’s safeguarded strategic employment 
land is broadly located in the market towns and along transport corridors, however many small-scale employment areas exist throughout the Plan area’s smaller settlements. 
Proportionate growth to a wider range of settlements is also supported within the Policy however uncertain effects are highlighted where the Policy’s transport corridor focus could 
lead to private vehicle trips being more attractive. ALT2 will have uncertain effects overall in consideration of this option limiting rural growth. The new settlement option of ALT1 has 
been assessed as having similarly uncertain effects where the location of growth is unknown. A new settlement would have to be well connected to existing employment areas and 
also supply additional land for this purpose in walkable neighbourhoods (should it seek to adhere to Garden City Principles), however this would also be to the detriment to the 
District’s rural population. 

16.4 Policy SP04 N/A             

ALT1 N/A             

ALT2 N/A             

The sustainable movement of freight is not considered relevant to the Policy or the alternative options concerning the spatial distribution of housing. 
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Policy SP05 – Employment Land  

The table below assesses the effects of Policy SP05 in detail.  

Table 6: Detailed Assessment of Policy SP05 – Employment land 
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SO1 1.1 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.2 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.3 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.4 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.5 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.6 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.7 Policy SP05 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.8 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.9 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.10 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.11 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.12 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO2 2.1 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

2.2 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

2.3 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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SO3 3.1 Policy SP05 ?           ✓  

Deprivation and access to employment in areas can be intrinsically linked in terms of cause and effect; however different sectors of employment have their own locational needs that 
are rarely driven by unemployment rates. The effects of the Policy are dependent upon the relationship between deprived areas and safeguarded employment land and are therefore 
uncertain. 

3.2 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

3.3 Policy SP05 +       ✓ ✓  ✓   

Spatially in Mid Suffolk commercial activity is concentrated in and around the A14 corridor and the District is predominantly rural.  Babergh District is also largely rural in nature, with 
the economic hubs being located in the market towns of Sudbury and Hadleigh. Strategic Employment Sites exist in Sudbury, Hadleigh, Acton, Claydon and Great Blakenham, 
Sproughton, Bramford, Wherstead, Stowmarket, Needham Market, Woolpit & Eye, which broadly correlate with the Plan’s housing spatial distribution (Policy SP04). Plan evidence 
suggests that in quantitative terms, there is considered to be more than sufficient existing identified employment land to meet baseline objectively assessed need over the plan 
period.  

3.4 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

3.5 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO4 4.1 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.2 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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4.3 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.4 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.5 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.6 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO5 5.1 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.2 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.3 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.4 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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5.5 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.6 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.7 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.8 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO6 6.1 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

6.2 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

6.3 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

6.4 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 



Page 128 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal: 
Annex D 

 

 

  

Sustainability 
Objective & 
Criteria  

Option Im
pa

ct
s 

Temporal Spatial Permanency Uncertainty 

Sh
or

t 

M
ed

iu
m

 

Lo
ng

 

U
rb

an
 

R
ur

al
 

B
ot

h 

St
ra

te
gi

c 

Pe
rm

an
en

t 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 

Lo
w

 

M
ed

iu
m

 

H
ig

h 

SO7 7.1 Policy SP05 + ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓    ✓ ✓   

The Policy approach, in not allocating additional land for development above evidenced needs of the Lichfields Sector Needs Assessment (2018) (which forecasts that existing 
supply is sufficient to meet baseline objectively assessed need over the plan period), can be seen to indirectly meet the criterion of minimising the loss of open countryside to 
development. This will ensure indirect positive effects. Impacts are temporary to reflect that a Plan review and the commitment to regularly the Employment land Review, may see 
the need to develop countryside locations beyond the plan period. 

7.2 Policy SP05 + ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓    ✓ ✓   

The Policy approach, in not allocating additional land for development above evidenced needs of the Lichfields Sector Needs Assessment (2018) (which forecasts that existing 
supply is sufficient to meet baseline objectively assessed need over the plan period), can be seen to indirectly meet the criterion of minimising the loss of agricultural land to 
development. This will ensure indirect positive effects. Impacts are temporary to reflect that a Plan review and the commitment to regularly the Employment land Review, may see 
the need to develop agricultural land for employment purposes beyond the plan period. 

7.3 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.4 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.5 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO8 8.1 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

8.2 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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8.3 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

8.4 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO9 9.1 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

9.2 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

9.3 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

9.4 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO10 10.1 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.2 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.3 Policy SP05 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.4 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.5 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.6 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.7 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO11 11.1 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.2 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.3 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.4 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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11.5 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.6 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.7 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.8 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.9 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO12 12.1 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

12.2 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

12.3 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO13 13.1 Policy SP05 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

13.2 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

13.3 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO14 14.1 Policy SP05 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓   

The Policy, in supporting the expansion of strategic employment sites in principle, seeks to improve business development and enhance competitiveness subject to demand and 
take up rates. The temporal impacts will depend on the take up on any sites that come forward within the Plan period.  

14.2 Policy SP05 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓   

The Policy, in supporting the expansion of strategic employment sites in principle, seeks to improve the resilience of business and the economy subject to demand and take up rates. 
The temporal impacts will depend on the take up on any sites that come forward within the Plan period.  

14.3 Policy SP05 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  

The Policy is considered to create the best possible environment to promote growth in key sectors through its approach of safeguarding strategic employment sites and EZs and 
supporting growth / expansion on strategic employment sites and in transport corridors. The Policy’s supporting text outlines how the Councils’ will maintain an up to date 
Employment Land Review that monitors the supply of land and premises and employment conditions to add depth to the policy. This provides flexibility to accommodate net strategic 
growth. The Policy also seeks to address the general qualitative need to improve premises options and supports rural employment.  

14.4 Policy SP05 ?          ✓   

Deprivation and access to employment in areas can be intrinsically linked in terms of cause and effect; however different sectors of employment have their own locational needs that 
are rarely driven by unemployment rates. The effects of the Policy are dependent upon the relationship between deprived areas and allocations and are therefore uncertain. 

 

14.5 Policy SP05 + ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   
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The Policy recognises that existing employment areas in villages and clusters in rural areas should be retained and their expansion supported. This is ensured through the Policy, 
subject to demand and take up rates. Further details on rural diversification on a smaller scale are however more appropriately addressed in the Plan’s development management 
policies. 

14.6 Policy SP05 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓  

The Policy can be considered to encourage indigenous business subject to demand and take up rates. The expansion of existing business premises is supported alongside 
additional support for rural employment growth. Despite this, effects are more appropriately explored cumulatively with relevant development management policies and conclusions 
drawn at the ‘whole Plan level.’ 

14.7 Policy SP05 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓   

The Policy can be expected to encourage inward investment by improving premises options and the quality of premises, including a support for their expansion subject to demand 
and take up rates. The temporal and spatial impacts would be dependent upon the specific proposals. 

14.8 Policy SP05 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓   

The Policy has been assessed as having positive effects on making land available for business development, limited to the expansion of those employment areas and strategic 
employment sites listed in the Policy. The Policy also outlines where in the Districts the development of net additional employment sites shall be supported in principle (along the 
strategic transport corridors) and identifies three EZ designations at Stowmarket, Sproughton and Wherstead.  

14.9 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.10 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and strategic remit of the Policy. 

SO15 15.1 Policy SP05 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓   

The Policy can be expected to increase the range of employment opportunities within towns by improving premises options and the quality of premises, including a support for their 
expansion subject to demand and take up rates. The temporal and spatial impacts would be dependent upon the specific proposals. 
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15.2 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and strategic remit of the Policy. The criterion of seeking to decrease the number of vacant units in town centres is 
considered more relevantly addressed through development management policies. 

15.3 Policy SP05 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓   

The Policy can be expected to increase the range of employment opportunities within towns by improving premises options and the quality of premises, including a support for their 
expansion subject to demand and take up rates. This can improve town centre vitality and viability through ensuring an increased footfall in centres. The temporal and spatial 
impacts would be dependent upon the specific proposals. 

SO16 16.1 Policy SP05 ?            ✓ 

The Policy does not identify any new employment land, instead reflecting the evidence of the Lichfields Sector Needs Assessment (2018), which forecasts that existing supply is 
sufficient to meet baseline objectively assessed need over the plan period. Instead, the Policy focuses on safeguarding and improving premises options. This is likely to mean that 
levels of out-commuting will not substantially change (no effect), however if the Policy enables qualitative improvements in the existing stock then there could be positive effects in 
the medium or long term. Overall, uncertain effects are therefore highlighted.  

16.2 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

16.3 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

16.4 Policy SP05 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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Policy SP06 – Retail and Leisure  

The table below assesses the effects of Policy SP06 in detail.  

Table 7: Detailed Assessment of Policy SP06 – Retail and Leisure 
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SO1 1.1 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.2 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.3 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.4 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.5 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.6 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.7 Policy SP06 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.8 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.9 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.10 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.11 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.12 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO2 2.1 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

2.2 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

2.3 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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SO3 3.1 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

3.2 Policy SP06 + ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

Existing town and district centres serve immediate populations, including also those of a wider catchment, and generally benefit from good public transport links. This ensures that 
access to retail and leisure within them can be made by walking, cycling and public transport. Although dependent on exact locations in relation to existing settlements, out of town 
retail and leisure can also be seen as attractive to motorists, leading to an increase in car trips within the catchment, however the Policy approach can be considered to maintain and 
improve access to key services and facilities for all sectors of the population within existing centres in line with the NPPF. 

3.3 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

3.4 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

3.5 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO4 4.1 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.2 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.3 Policy SP06 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.4 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.5 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.6 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO5 5.1 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.2 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.3 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.4 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.5 Policy SP06 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.6 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.7 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.8 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO6 6.1 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

6.2 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

6.3 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

6.4 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO7 7.1 Policy SP06 + ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   



Page 140 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal: 
Annex D 

 

 

  

Sustainability 
Objective & 
Criteria  

Option Im
pa

ct
s 

Temporal Spatial Permanency Uncertainty 

Sh
or

t 

M
ed

iu
m

 

Lo
ng

 

U
rb

an
 

R
ur

al
 

B
ot

h 

St
ra

te
gi

c 

Pe
rm

an
en

t 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 

Lo
w

 

M
ed

iu
m

 

H
ig

h 

The Policy will ensure that there is no loss of the best and most versatile agricultural land for retail and leisure uses; as such uses will be concentrated in town and district centres. In 
contrast, out of centre retail and leisure uses could possibly lead to the loss of the best and most versatile agricultural land as it is likely that they would require relatively large 
Greenfield sites and so positive effects are strengthened through the Policy stance. 

7.2 Policy SP06 + ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓   

The Policy will ensure that there is no loss of the open countryside for retail and leisure uses; as such uses will be concentrated in town and district centres. In contrast, out of centre 
retail and leisure uses could possibly lead to the loss of countryside as it is likely that they would require relatively large Greenfield sites and so positive effects are strengthened 
through the Policy stance. 

7.3 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.4 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.5 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO8 8.1 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

8.2 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

8.3 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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8.4 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO9 9.1 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

9.2 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

9.3 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

9.4 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO10 10.1 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.2 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.3 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.4 Policy SP06 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.5 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.6 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.7 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO11 11.1 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.2 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.3 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.4 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.5 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 



Page 143 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal: 
Annex D 

 

 

  

Sustainability 
Objective & 
Criteria  

Option Im
pa

ct
s 

Temporal Spatial Permanency Uncertainty 

Sh
or

t 

M
ed

iu
m

 

Lo
ng

 

U
rb

an
 

R
ur

al
 

B
ot

h 

St
ra

te
gi

c 

Pe
rm

an
en

t 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 

Lo
w

 

M
ed

iu
m

 

H
ig

h 

11.6 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.7 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.8 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.9 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO12 12.1 Policy SP06 ?           ✓  

In focusing retail and leisure development within town centres, there will be uncertain effects on the historic environment due to many of the Districts’ centres being historic and often 
with designated Conservation Areas. The ability for retail and leisure facilities to enhance historic centres is possible, as is harm. Much depends on the design and location of any 
new proposals, and adherence to the Plan’s development management policies.  

12.2 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

12.3 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO13 13.1 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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13.2 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

13.3 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO14 14.1 Policy SP06 ?           ✓  

It is unknown whether the Policy will improve business development and enhance competitiveness. 

14.2 Policy SP06 ?           ✓  

It is unknown whether the Policy will improve the resilience of business and the economy. 

14.3 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.4 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
 

14.5 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.6 Policy SP06 ?           ✓  

It is unknown whether the Policy will encourage indigenous business. 
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14.7 Policy SP06 ?           ✓  

It is unknown whether the Policy will encourage inward investment. 

14.8 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.9 Policy SP06 + ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓  ✓   

The Policy supports a range of retail uses, and so positive effects are highlighted for this criterion. 

14.10 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO15 15.1 Policy SP06 ++ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓   

By directing retail and leisure uses to town / district centres, the Policy will have a significant positive effect in increasing the range of employment opportunities, shops and services 
available in them. The Policy also does not seek to provide any retail and leisure uses in out of town / district centres, which would be contrary to the NPPF. The construction costs 
and land values are generally less costly outside of centres and it can be expected that some developers would prefer such areas in the first instance, damaging the vitality and 
viability of centres in doing so. This possible scenario is prevented through the Policy approach.  

15.2 Policy SP06 + ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓   

By directing retail and leisure uses to town / district centres, the Policy will have a possible positive effect in decreasing the number of vacant units in them. Despite this, this criterion 
is more directly relevant to the Plan’s supporting development management policies and so effects are not considered significant from this strategic policy alone. 

15.3 Policy SP06 ++ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓   

By directing retail and leisure uses to town / district centres, the Policy will have a significant positive effect in increasing the range of employment opportunities, shops and services 
available in them. The Policy also does not seek to provide any retail and leisure uses in out of town / district centres, which would be contrary to the NPPF. The construction costs 
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and land values are generally less costly outside of centres and it can be expected that some developers would prefer such areas in the first instance, damaging the vitality and 
viability of centres in doing so. This possible scenario is prevented through the Policy approach. 

SO16 16.1 Policy SP06 + ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓   

The Policy will potentially reduce out-commuting to some degree by focusing retail and leisure industries in the settlements where people live, and in centres where public transport 
links interchanges are likely to be located. Through concentrating retail in service centres, the possibility of residents walking, cycling or using public transport to access local jobs is 
maximised.  

16.2 Policy SP06 + ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓   

The Policy will potentially reduce out-commuting to some degree by focusing retail and leisure industries in the settlements where people live, and in centres where public transport 
links interchanges are likely to be located. Through concentrating retail in service centres, the possibility of residents walking, cycling or using public transport to access local jobs is 
maximised.  

16.3 Policy SP06 + ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓   

Existing town and district centres serve immediate populations, and also those of a wider catchment, generally benefit from good public transport links. This ensures that access to 
retail and leisure within them can be made by walking, cycling and public transport.  

16.4 Policy SP06 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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Policy SP07 – Tourism 

The table below assesses the effects of Policy SP07 in detail.  

Table 8: Detailed Assessment of Policy SP07 – Tourism 
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SO1 1.1 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.2 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.3 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.4 Policy SP07 ?            ✓ 

It is possible that some tourism proposals could increase access to open countryside and public open space, however at this point and relevant to a strategic policy, this is unknown. 

1.5 Policy SP07 ?            ✓ 

It is possible that some tourism proposals could increase access to open countryside and public open space, however at this point and relevant to a strategic policy, this is unknown. 

1.6 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.7 Policy SP07 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.8 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.9 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.10 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.11 Policy SP07 ?            ✓ 

It is possible that some tourism proposals could enhance existing open and natural spaces, however at this point and relevant to a strategic policy, this is unknown. 

1.12 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO2 2.1 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

2.2 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

2.3 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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SO3 3.1 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

3.2 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

3.3 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

3.4 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

3.5 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO4 4.1 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.2 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.3 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.4 Policy SP07 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.5 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.6 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO5 5.1 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.2 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.3 Policy SP07 0             

It is possible that the Policy’s ‘in-principle’ stance on encouraging tourism development could have a negative effect on water quality, in those instances where water bodies act as 
tourist attractions. Despite this, the Policy has been assessed as having ‘no effect’ where reference is made to the importance of other Plan policies (including those related to water 
quality) in determining applications for tourism related development. 

5.4 Policy SP07 0             

It is possible that the Policy’s ‘in-principle’ stance on encouraging tourism development could have a negative effect on water quality, in those instances where coastal areas act as 
tourist attractions. Despite this, the Policy has been assessed as having ‘no effect’ where reference is made to the importance of other Plan policies (including those related to water 
quality) in determining applications for tourism related development. 

5.5 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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5.6 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.7 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.8 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO6 6.1 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

6.2 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

6.3 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

6.4 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO7 7.1 Policy SP07 0             
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It is possible that the Policy’s ‘in-principle’ stance on encouraging tourism development could lead to a loss in open countryside, in those instances where the nature of the 
countryside acts as a tourist attraction. Despite this, the Policy has been assessed as having ‘no effect’ where reference is made to the importance of other Plan policies (including 
those related to the openness of the countryside) in determining applications for tourism related development. 

7.2 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.3 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.4 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.5 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO8 8.1 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

8.2 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

8.3 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

8.4 Policy SP07 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO9 9.1 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

9.2 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

9.3 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

9.4 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO10 10.1 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.2 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.3 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.4 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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10.5 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.6 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.7 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO11 11.1 Policy SP07 ?           ✓  

Tourism is often related to areas of nature conservation (where accessible). The policy’s stance on encouraging tourist development will have an uncertain effect on this 
sustainability criterion as a result. The Policy focuses on meeting economic objectives in an important sector within the Plan area, and the uncertainty surrounds an incompatibility of 
two different strands of sustainability. The Policy is unlikely to give rise to negative effects, due to the reference to other Plan policies and through indicating the any proposals that 
are not appropriate in the scale, character and nature of their locality will not be supported. Other plan policies, which will have to be adhered to in any permitted scheme, can be 
considered more appropriate to address this sustainability criterion. 

11.2 Policy SP07 ?           ✓  

Tourism is often related to areas of nature conservation (where accessible). The policy’s stance on encouraging tourist development will have an uncertain effect on this 
sustainability criterion as a result. The Policy focuses on meeting economic objectives in an important sector within the Plan area, and the uncertainty surrounds an incompatibility of 
two different strands of sustainability. The Policy is unlikely to give rise to negative effects, due to the reference to other Plan policies and through indicating the any proposals that 
are not appropriate in the scale, character and nature of their locality will not be supported. Other plan policies, which will have to be adhered to in any permitted scheme, can be 
considered more appropriate to address this sustainability criterion. 

11.3 Policy SP07 ?           ✓  

Tourism is often related to areas of nature conservation (where accessible). The policy’s stance on encouraging tourist development will have an uncertain effect on this 
sustainability criterion as a result. This is not a criticism of the Policy, which seeks to meet economic objectives in an important sector within the Plan area, yet is more indicative of 
an incompatibility of two different strands of sustainability. The Policy is unlikely to give rise to negative effects, due to the reference to other Plan policies and through indicating the 
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any proposals that are not appropriate in the scale, character and nature of their locality will not be supported. Other plan policies, which will have to be adhered to in any permitted 
scheme, can be considered more appropriate to address this sustainability criterion. 

11.4 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.5 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.6 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.7 Policy SP07 ?           ✓  

Tourism is often related to areas of nature conservation (where accessible). The policy’s stance on encouraging tourist development will have an uncertain effect on this 
sustainability criterion as a result. This is not a criticism of the Policy, which seeks to meet economic objectives in an important sector within the Plan area, yet is more indicative of 
an incompatibility of two different strands of sustainability. The Policy is unlikely to give rise to negative effects, due to the reference to other Plan policies and through indicating the 
any proposals that are not appropriate in the scale, character and nature of their locality will not be supported. Other plan policies, which will have to be adhered to in any permitted 
scheme, can be considered more appropriate to address this sustainability criterion. 

11.8 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.9 Policy SP07 ?           ✓  

Tourism is often related to areas of nature conservation (where accessible). The policy’s stance on encouraging tourist development will have an uncertain effect on this 
sustainability criterion as a result. This is not a criticism of the Policy, which seeks to meet economic objectives in an important sector within the Plan area, yet is more indicative of 
an incompatibility of two different strands of sustainability. The Policy is unlikely to give rise to negative effects, due to the reference to other Plan policies and through indicating the 
any proposals that are not appropriate in the scale, character and nature of their locality will not be supported. Other plan policies, which will have to be adhered to in any permitted 
scheme, can be considered more appropriate to address this sustainability criterion. 
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SO12 12.1 Policy SP07 ?           ✓  

Tourism is often related to the historic environment. The policy’s stance on encouraging tourist development will have an uncertain effect on this sustainability criterion as a result. 
The Policy focuses on meeting economic objectives in an important sector within the Plan area, and uncertainty surrounds an incompatibility of two different strands of sustainability. 
The Policy is unlikely to give rise to negative effects, due to the reference to other Plan policies and through indicating the any proposals that are not appropriate in the scale, 
character and nature of their locality will not be supported. Other plan policies, which will have to be adhered to in any permitted scheme, can be considered more appropriate to 
address this sustainability criterion. 

12.2 Policy SP07 ?           ✓  

Tourism is often related to the historic environment. The policy’s stance on encouraging tourist development will have an uncertain effect on this sustainability criterion as a result. 
The Policy focuses on meeting economic objectives in an important sector within the Plan area, and uncertainty surrounds an incompatibility of two different strands of sustainability. 
The Policy is unlikely to give rise to negative effects, due to the reference to other Plan policies and through indicating the any proposals that are not appropriate in the scale, 
character and nature of their locality will not be supported. Other plan policies, which will have to be adhered to in any permitted scheme, can be considered more appropriate to 
address this sustainability criterion. 

12.3 Policy SP07 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓    ✓ 

The Policy, in encouraging tourism development, may have a positive effect in principle on enhancing accessibility to cultural heritage assets where such proposals are forthcoming 
and in adherence to other plan policies regarding protecting and enhancing the historic environment. The level of uncertainty is high, dependent on the exact and specific details of 
schemes. 

SO13 13.1 Policy SP07 0             

The importance of the Dedham Vale and Suffolk Coast and Heaths AoNBs to the tourism sector is significant. As a result, any tourism development must be compatible with the 
management of the AoNBs and seek to protect and enhance it. The Policy, although supportive of tourism development in principle is suitably precautionary in regard to the scale, 
character and nature of the locality. In addition, other plan policies will have to be adhered to from any permitted proposal, and also the NPPF is firm on the importance of AoNBs. As 
a result of this, there will therefore be no effect on this sustainability criterion. 

13.2 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

13.3 Policy SP07 ?           ✓  
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Tourism is often related to the quality of landscapes, and important landscape features often serve as attractions. The policy’s stance on encouraging tourist development will have 
an uncertain effect on this sustainability criterion as a result. The Policy focusses on meeting economic objectives in an important sector within the Plan area, and uncertainty is 
more indicative of an incompatibility of two different strands of sustainability. The Policy is unlikely to give rise to negative effects, due to the reference to other Plan policies and 
through indicating the any proposals that are not appropriate in the scale, character and nature of their locality will not be supported. Other plan policies, which will have to be 
adhered to in any permitted scheme, can be considered more appropriate to address this sustainability criterion. 

SO14 14.1 Policy SP07 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

The Policy sets out the position of the Plan in supporting tourism development in principle and in recognition of its importance to a rural Plan area. The Policy will have positive 
effects on relevant sectoral business development, and may enhance competitiveness should multiple proposals be focused to certain areas / attractions. The Plan’s Policy SP07 in 
accumulation with Policy LP14 – Tourism and Leisure seek to encourage and protect tourism by enabling suitable development in line with paragraph 83 of the NPPF. The Plan also 
seeks to restrict changes of use for tourism related accommodation through planning conditions and/or legal agreements so that it is retained for the benefit of the tourism economy 
and not lost to residential use. There will therefore be additional cumulative effects on promoting growth in key sectors from the Policy with Policy LP14. 

14.2 Policy SP07 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

The Policy sets the position of the Plan in supporting tourism development in principle and in recognition of its importance to a rural Plan area. The Policy will have positive effects 
on the resilience of the tourism sector. The Plan’s Policy SP07 in accumulation with Policy LP14 – Tourism and Leisure seek to encourage and protect tourism by enabling suitable 
development in line with paragraph 83 of the NPPF. The Plan also seeks to restrict changes of use for tourism related accommodation through planning conditions and/or legal 
agreements so that it is retained for the benefit of the tourism economy and not lost to residential use. There will therefore be additional cumulative effects on promoting growth in 
key sectors from the Policy with Policy LP14. 

14.3 Policy SP07 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

The Policy sets the position of the Plan in supporting tourism development in principle and in recognition of its importance to a rural Plan area. The Policy also recognises the effects 
tourism can have on features of the natural and historic environments that themselves attract tourists, such as the Dedham Vale and Suffolk Coast and Heaths AoNBs and the Wool 
Towns. The Policy will have positive effects on relevant sectoral economic growth (including rural diversification and development ancillary to the tourism sector). The Plan’s Policy 
SP07 in accumulation with Policy LP14 – Tourism and Leisure seek to encourage and protect tourism by enabling suitable development in line with paragraph 83 of the NPPF. The 
Plan also seeks to restrict changes of use for tourism related accommodation through planning conditions and/or legal agreements so that it is retained for the benefit of the tourism 
economy and not lost to residential use. There will therefore be additional cumulative effects on promoting growth in key sectors from the Policy with Policy LP14. 

14.4 Policy SP07 ?          ✓   
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It is possible that the Policy, in recognising the importance of tourism in the Plan area and promoting growth in this sector will improve economic performance in economically 
disadvantaged areas. This can increase jobs in this sector, although the extent of this is unknown dependent on specific proposals and locations. Overall, the Policy will have 
generally uncertain effects; however there is a possibility that impacts would be indirectly positive on this sustainability criterion.   

 

14.5 Policy SP07 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

The Policy sets the position of the Plan in supporting tourism development in principle and in recognition of its importance to a rural Plan area. The Policy also recognises the effects 
tourism can have on features of the natural and historic environments that themselves attract tourists, such as the Dedham Vale and Suffolk Coast and Heaths AONBs and the Wool 
Towns. The Policy will have positive effects on rural diversification. The Plan’s Policy SP07 in accumulation with Policy LP14 – Tourism and Leisure seek to encourage and protect 
tourism by enabling suitable development in line with paragraph 83 of the NPPF. There will therefore be additional cumulative effects on promoting growth in key sectors from the 
Policy with Policy LP14. 

14.6 Policy SP07 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

Tourism in the Plan area is predominantly related to the natural and built environment, such as the AoNBs and historic settlements, and so a large part of tourism in the Plan area is 
indigenous to local characteristics. In line with the effects and commentary for sustainability criteria 14.1, 14.3 and 14.5 above, the Policy will have positive effects on encouraging 
indigenous business related to tourism. 

14.7 Policy SP07 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

It is unknown whether the Policy will encourage inward investment significantly, as tourism in the Plan area is predominantly indigenous related to existing attractions focused on the 
natural and built environment. The Policy does encourage appropriate new development that supports this role and so can be expected to have a minor positive effect. 

14.8 Policy SP07 0             

The Policy does not make land available for business development, and so there will be no impact on this sustainability criterion. 

14.9 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.10 Policy SP07 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO15 15.1 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

15.2 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

15.3 Policy SP07 + ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓  ✓   

The Policy has been assessed as having a minor positive effect on the vitality and viability of centres, particularly those that are historic, that are tourist attractions, through the in-
principle support and encouragement of tourism growth (in accumulation with Policy LP14). The Policy’s reference to ensuring an appropriate scale of development and that all 
proposals should comply with other policies in the Plan notes the possibility that tourism development could in theory harm attractions themselves and that any development that 
does cause harm will not be supported. 

SO16 16.1 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

16.2 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

16.3 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

16.4 Policy SP07 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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Policy SP08 – Infrastructure Provision 

The table below assesses the effects of Policy SP08 in detail.  

Table 9: Detailed Assessment of Policy SP08 – Infrastructure Provision 
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SO1 1.1 Policy SP08 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  

The Policy states that ‘all development will need to make provision for appropriate contributions towards community infrastructure, where the relevant locality to the development 
proposal has been identified through the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The required infrastructure will be provided through a combination of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), 
Planning Obligations, Developer Contributions and where appropriate funding assistance from the Councils / other provider organisations.’ Positive effects have been identified for 
the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered in regard to health and social care facilities subject to agreement and coordination with the relevant service providers. 
More information on delivery and strategic requirements will be available once the Plan’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised. This information will inform the SA of the Plan 
at the Regulation 19 stage and the re-assessment of this Policy. 

1.2 Policy SP08 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  

The Policy states that all development will need to make provision for appropriate contributions towards community infrastructure, where the relevant locality to the development 
proposal has been identified through the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The required infrastructure will be provided through a combination of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), 
Planning Obligations, Developer Contributions and where appropriate funding assistance from the Councils / other provider organisations. Indirect positive effects have been 
identified for the Policy. Positive effects can be expected through walking and cycling infrastructure. Also, positive effects can be expected regarding any strategic recreational land 
(in response to any requirement as identified in the Suffolk Coast RAMS and Policy SP09) should this be required and delivered. More information on delivery and strategic 
requirements will be available once the Plan’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised and should any strategic mitigation be identified as required in the Plan area as a result of 
the RAMS. More widely, healthy lifestyles can be ensured through non-strategic infrastructure requirements ‘on-site’ of development proposals. This information will inform the SA of 
the Plan at the Regulation 19 stage and the re-assessment of this Policy. 

1.3 Policy SP08 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  

The Policy states that all development will need to make provision for appropriate contributions towards community infrastructure, where the relevant locality to the development 
proposal has been identified through the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The required infrastructure will be provided through a combination of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), 
Planning Obligations, Developer Contributions and where appropriate funding assistance from the Councils / other provider organisations. Positive effects have been identified for 
the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered in regard to health and social care facilities subject to agreement and coordination with the relevant service providers. 
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More information on delivery and strategic requirements will be available once the Plan’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised. This information will inform the SA of the Plan 
at the Regulation 19 stage and the re-assessment of this Policy. 

1.4 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.5 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.6 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.7 Policy SP08 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  

The Policy states that all development will need to make provision for appropriate contributions towards community infrastructure, where the relevant locality to the development 
proposal has been identified through the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The required infrastructure will be provided through a combination of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), 
Planning Obligations, Developer Contributions and where appropriate funding assistance from the Councils / other provider organisations. Positive effects have been identified for 
the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered in regard to community facilities. More information on delivery and strategic requirements will be available once the 
Plan’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised. This information will inform the SA of the Plan at the Regulation 19 stage and the re-assessment of this Policy. 

1.8 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.9 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.10 Policy SP08 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.11 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.12 Policy SP08 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  

The Policy states that all development will need to make provision for appropriate contributions towards community infrastructure, where the relevant locality to the development 
proposal has been identified through the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The required infrastructure will be provided through a combination of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), 
Planning Obligations, Developer Contributions and where appropriate funding assistance from the Councils / other provider organisations. Positive effects have been identified for 
the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered in regard to play spaces. More information on delivery and strategic requirements will be available once the Plan’s 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised. This information will inform the SA of the Plan at the Regulation 19 stage and the re-assessment of this Policy. 

SO2 2.1 Policy SP08 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  

The Policy states that all development will need to make provision for appropriate contributions towards community infrastructure, where the relevant locality to the development 
proposal has been identified through the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The required infrastructure will be provided through a combination of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), 
Planning Obligations, Developer Contributions and where appropriate funding assistance from the Councils / other provider organisations. Positive effects have been identified for 
the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered in regard to educational facilities subject to agreement and coordination with the relevant service providers. Secondary 
school expansion is included within the Policy and required through the level of growth in the Plan area. This can be expected to improve qualifications at that level. More information 
on delivery and strategic requirements will be available once the Plan’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised. This information will inform the SA of the Plan at the Regulation 
19 stage and the re-assessment of this Policy. 

2.2 Policy SP08 ++ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  

The Policy states that all development will need to make provision for appropriate contributions towards community infrastructure, where the relevant locality to the development 
proposal has been identified through the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The required infrastructure will be provided through a combination of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), 
Planning Obligations, Developer Contributions and where appropriate funding assistance from the Councils / other provider organisations. Significant positive effects have been 
identified for the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered in regard to educational facilities subject to agreement and coordination with the relevant service 
providers. Secondary school expansion is included within the Policy and required through the level of growth in the Plan area. Likewise primary school expansion would fall under 
the remit of the Policy and the Plan. This is a key infrastructure requirement of growth, and the Policy identifies the issue and a solution in accordance with NPPF requirements of 
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such a strategic policy. More information on delivery and strategic requirements will be available once the Plan’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised. This information will 
inform the SA of the Plan at the Regulation 19 stage and the re-assessment of this Policy. 

2.3 Policy SP08 ++ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  

The Policy states that all development will need to make provision for appropriate contributions towards community infrastructure, where the relevant locality to the development 
proposal has been identified through the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The required infrastructure will be provided through a combination of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), 
Planning Obligations, Developer Contributions and where appropriate funding assistance from the Councils / other provider organisations. Significant positive effects have been 
identified for the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered in regard to educational facilities subject to agreement and coordination with the relevant service 
providers. Secondary school expansion is included within the Policy and required through the level of growth in the Plan area. Likewise primary school expansion would fall under 
the remit of the Policy and the Plan. This is a key infrastructure requirement of growth, and the Policy identifies the issue and a solution in accordance with NPPF requirements of 
such a strategic policy. More information on delivery and strategic requirements will be available once the Plan’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised. This information will 
inform the SA of the Plan at the Regulation 19 stage and the re-assessment of this Policy. 

SO3 3.1 Policy SP08 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  

The Policy states that all development will need to make provision for appropriate contributions towards community infrastructure, where the relevant locality to the development 
proposal has been identified through the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The required infrastructure will be provided through a combination of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), 
Planning Obligations, Developer Contributions and where appropriate funding assistance from the Councils / other provider organisations. Positive effects have been identified for 
the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered in regard to a wide range of facilities (subject to agreement and coordination with the relevant service providers) that 
can help to reduce deprivation across a number of factors / causes. More information on delivery and strategic requirements will be available once the Plan’s Infrastructure Delivery 
Plan (IDP) is finalised. This information will inform the SA of the Plan at the Regulation 19 stage and the re-assessment of this Policy. 

3.2 Policy SP08 ++ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  

The Policy states that all development will need to make provision for appropriate contributions towards community infrastructure, where the relevant locality to the development 
proposal has been identified through the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The required infrastructure will be provided through a combination of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), 
Planning Obligations, Developer Contributions and where appropriate funding assistance from the Councils / other provider organisations. Significant positive effects have been 
identified for the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered in regard to a wide range of facilities (subject to agreement and coordination with the relevant service 
providers) that can purposefully address access to key services and facilities for all sectors of the population. More information on delivery and strategic requirements will be 
available once the Plan’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised. This information will inform the SA of the Plan at the Regulation 19 stage and the re-assessment of this 
Policy. 

3.3 Policy SP08 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

3.4 Policy SP08 ++ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  

The Policy states that all development will need to make provision for appropriate contributions towards community infrastructure, where the relevant locality to the development 
proposal has been identified through the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The required infrastructure will be provided through a combination of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), 
Planning Obligations, Developer Contributions and where appropriate funding assistance from the Councils / other provider organisations. Significant positive effects have been 
identified for the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered in regard to a wide range of community facilities subject to agreement and coordination with the relevant 
service providers. More information on delivery and strategic requirements will be available once the Plan’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised. This information will inform 
the SA of the Plan at the Regulation 19 stage and the re-assessment of this Policy. 

3.5 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO4 4.1 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.2 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.3 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.4 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.5 Policy SP08 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.6 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO5 5.1 Policy SP08 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  

The Policy states that all development will need to make provision for appropriate contributions towards community infrastructure, where the relevant locality to the development 
proposal has been identified through the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The required infrastructure will be provided through a combination of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), 
Planning Obligations, Developer Contributions and where appropriate funding assistance from the Councils / other provider organisations. Positive effects have been identified for 
the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered. Although not explicit in the Policy, this can be expected to include water supply and treatment infrastructure capacity 
subject to agreement and coordination with the relevant service providers. More information on delivery and strategic requirements will be available once the Plan’s Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised. This information will inform the SA of the Plan at the Regulation 19 stage and the re-assessment of this Policy. 

5.2 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.3 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.4 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.5 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.6 Policy SP08 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.7 Policy SP08 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  

The Policy states that all development will need to make provision for appropriate contributions towards community infrastructure, where the relevant locality to the development 
proposal has been identified through the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The required infrastructure will be provided through a combination of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), 
Planning Obligations, Developer Contributions and where appropriate funding assistance from the Councils / other provider organisations. Positive effects have been identified for 
the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered. Although not explicit in the Policy, this can be expected to include water supply and treatment infrastructure capacity 
subject to agreement and coordination with the relevant service providers. More information on delivery and strategic requirements will be available once the Plan’s Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised. This information will inform the SA of the Plan at the Regulation 19 stage and the re-assessment of this Policy. 

5.8 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO6 6.1 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

6.2 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

6.3 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

6.4 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO7 7.1 Policy SP08 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.2 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.3 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.4 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.5 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO8 8.1 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

8.2 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

8.3 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

8.4 Policy SP08 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO9 9.1 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

9.2 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

9.3 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

9.4 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO10 10.1 Policy SP08 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  

The Policy states that all development will need to make provision for appropriate contributions towards community infrastructure, where the relevant locality to the development 
proposal has been identified through the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The required infrastructure will be provided through a combination of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), 
Planning Obligations, Developer Contributions and where appropriate funding assistance from the Councils / other provider organisations. Positive effects have been identified for 
the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered. Although not explicit in the Policy, this can be expected to include any strategic flood defences if needed subject to any 
issues being identified through consultation on the Plan with the Environment Agency at this Regulation 18 stage. More information on delivery and strategic requirements will be 
available once the Plan’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised. This information will inform the SA of the Plan at the Regulation 19 stage and the re-assessment of this 
Policy. 

10.2 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.3 Policy SP08 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.4 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.5 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.6 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.7 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO11 11.1 Policy SP08 0             

The Policy states that all development will need to make provision for appropriate contributions towards community infrastructure, where the relevant locality to the development 
proposal has been identified through the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The required infrastructure will be provided through a combination of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), 
Planning Obligations, Developer Contributions and where appropriate funding assistance from the Councils / other provider organisations. No effects have been identified for the 
Policy. Any strategic recreational land (in response to any requirement as identified in the Suffolk Coast RAMS and Policy SP09) will ensure avoidance of effects on Habitats Sites.  

11.2 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.3 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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11.4 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.5 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.6 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.7 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.8 Policy SP08 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  

Positive effects have been identified for the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered. Although not explicit in the Policy, this can be expected to include habitat 
creation on-site of development if required. More information on delivery and strategic requirements will be available once the Plan’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised. 
This information will inform the SA of the Plan at the Regulation 19 stage and the re-assessment of this Policy. 

11.9 Policy SP08 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  

The Policy states that all development will need to make provision for appropriate contributions towards community infrastructure, where the relevant locality to the development 
proposal has been identified through the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The required infrastructure will be provided through a combination of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), 
Planning Obligations, Developer Contributions and where appropriate funding assistance from the Councils / other provider organisations. Positive effects have been identified for 
the Policy through maintaining biodiversity. Any strategic recreational land (in response to any requirement as identified in the Suffolk Coast RAMS and Policy SP09) will ensure 
avoidance of effects on Habitats Sites. More information on delivery and strategic requirements will be available once the Plan’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised and 
should any strategic mitigation be identified as required in the Plan area as a result of the RAMS. More widely, healthy lifestyles can be ensured through non-strategic infrastructure 
requirements ‘on-site’ of development proposals. This information will inform the SA of the Plan at the Regulation 19 stage and the re-assessment of this Policy. 

SO12 12.1 Policy SP08 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

12.2 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

12.3 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO13 13.1 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

13.2 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

13.3 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO14 14.1 Policy SP08 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  

The Policy states that all development will need to make provision for appropriate contributions towards community infrastructure, where the relevant locality to the development 
proposal has been identified through the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The required infrastructure will be provided through a combination of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), 
Planning Obligations, Developer Contributions and where appropriate funding assistance from the Councils / other provider organisations. Positive effects have been identified for 
the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered in regard to highways improvements and accessibility subject to agreement and endorsement with the relevant bodies. 
Improving connectivity is likely to improve the attractiveness of the Plan area for business development and inward investment, particularly along the A12 and A14 as stated in the 
Policy. More information on delivery and strategic requirements will be available once the Plan’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised. This information will inform the SA of 
the Plan at the Regulation 19 stage and the re-assessment of this Policy. 

14.2 Policy SP08 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.3 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.4 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
 

14.5 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.6 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.7 Policy SP08 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  

The Policy states that all development will need to make provision for appropriate contributions towards community infrastructure, where the relevant locality to the development 
proposal has been identified through the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The required infrastructure will be provided through a combination of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), 
Planning Obligations, Developer Contributions and where appropriate funding assistance from the Councils / other provider organisations. Positive effects have been identified for 
the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered in regard to highways improvements and accessibility subject to agreement and endorsement with the relevant bodies. 
Improving connectivity is likely to improve the attractiveness of the Plan area for business development and inward investment, particularly along the A12 and A14 as stated in the 
Policy. More information on delivery and strategic requirements will be available once the Plan’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised. This information will inform the SA of 
the Plan at the Regulation 19 stage and the re-assessment of this Policy. 

14.8 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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14.9 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.10 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO15 15.1 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

15.2 Policy SP08 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

15.3 Policy SP08 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  

The Policy states that all development will need to make provision for appropriate contributions towards community infrastructure, where the relevant locality to the development 
proposal has been identified through the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The required infrastructure will be provided through a combination of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), 
Planning Obligations, Developer Contributions and where appropriate funding assistance from the Councils / other provider organisations. Positive effects have been identified for 
the Policy in ensuring that strategic infrastructure is delivered. In line with the Plan’s spatial distribution for growth (which directs a significant amount of growth to existing market 
towns and urban areas), infrastructure improvements regarding accessibility and connectivity can be seen to benefit the vitality and viability of centres.  More information on delivery 
and strategic requirements will be available once the Plan’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised. This information will inform the SA of the Plan at the Regulation 19 stage 
and the re-assessment of this Policy. 

SO16 16.1 Policy SP08 ?           ✓  

The Policy states that all development will need to make provision for appropriate contributions towards community infrastructure, where the relevant locality to the development 
proposal has been identified through the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. The required infrastructure will be provided through a combination of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), 
Planning Obligations, Developer Contributions and where appropriate funding assistance from the Councils / other provider organisations. Uncertain effects have been identified for 
the Policy. Infrastructure improvements regarding accessibility and connectivity could be seen to make private car journeys more attractive for travelling to work, taking into account 
the range of employment opportunities in the nearby settlements of Ipswich, Bury St Edmunds and Colchester.  More information on delivery and strategic requirements will be 
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available once the Plan’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised. This information will inform the SA of the Plan at the Regulation 19 stage and the re-assessment of this 
Policy. 

16.2 Policy SP08 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  

Conversely to the commentary and effects highlighted above regarding out-commuting, the Policy can also be expected to ensure public transport improvements, subject to 
attractiveness of routes for service providers, as well public realm improvements and footpaths / cycleways. Positive effects have therefore been identified for the Policy in regard to 
maximising the potential for public transport to be a viable method of transport for services and facilities. More information on delivery and strategic requirements will be available 
once the Plan’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is finalised. This information will inform the SA of the Plan at the Regulation 19 stage and the re-assessment of this Policy. 

16.3 Policy SP08 ?           ✓  

In overall reflection of the commentary and effects highlighted for 16.2 and 16.3 above, uncertain effects are highlighted in regard to this sustainability criterion (to promote the use of 
sustainable travel modes and reduce dependence on the private car). This is no criticism of the Policy approach which must ensure both highways improvements and those 
regarding public transport, walking and cycling infrastructure is delivered to ensure accessibility and reflect the needs of all residents. 

16.4 Policy SP08 ?            ✓ 

The potential for positive effects has been identified for the Policy although uncertain effects are highlighted overall. The Policy ensures that both highways improvements and 
sustainable modes are promoted and made viable through the necessary infrastructure improvements; however it is unknown at this stage whether this would increase the 
proportion of freight transported by rail or other sustainable modes. 
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Policy SP09 – Cross-Boundary Mitigation of Effects on Protected Habitats 

The table below assesses the effects of Policy SP09 in detail.  

Table 10: Detailed Assessment of Policy SP09 – Cross-Boundary Mitigation of Effects on Protected Habitats 
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SO1 1.1 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.2 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.3 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.4 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.5 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.6 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.7 Policy SP09 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.8 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.9 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.10 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.11 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.12 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO2 2.1 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

2.2 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

2.3 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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SO3 3.1 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

3.2 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

3.3 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

3.4 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

3.5 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO4 4.1 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.2 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.3 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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4.4 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.5 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.6 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO5 5.1 Policy SP09 ?            ✓ 

The effects of the Policy on water resources, quality, and its sustainable use are all unknown from high-level strategic policies. Effects are considered more appropriately identified 
through the assessment of thematic water-related policies within the Plan, and through individual site assessments where relevant. 

5.2 Policy SP09 ?            ✓ 

The effects of the Policy on water resources, quality, and its sustainable use are all unknown from high-level strategic policies. Effects are considered more appropriately identified 
through the assessment of thematic water-related policies within the Plan, and through individual site assessments where relevant. 

5.3 Policy SP09 ?            ✓ 

The effects of the Policy on water resources, quality, and its sustainable use are all unknown from high-level strategic policies. Effects are considered more appropriately identified 
through the assessment of thematic water-related policies within the Plan, and through individual site assessments where relevant. 

5.4 Policy SP09 ?            ✓ 

The effects of the Policy on water resources, quality, and its sustainable use are all unknown from high-level strategic policies. Effects are considered more appropriately identified 
through the assessment of thematic water-related policies within the Plan, and through individual site assessments where relevant. 

5.5 Policy SP09 ?            ✓ 
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The effects of the Policy on water resources, quality, and its sustainable use are all unknown from high-level strategic policies. Effects are considered more appropriately identified 
through the assessment of thematic water-related policies within the Plan, and through individual site assessments where relevant. 

5.6 Policy SP09 ?            ✓ 

The effects of the Policy on water resources, quality, and its sustainable use are all unknown from high-level strategic policies. Effects are considered more appropriately identified 
through the assessment of thematic water-related policies within the Plan, and through individual site assessments where relevant. 

5.7 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.8 Policy SP09 N/A             

Ensuring that new development incorporates sustainable design and construction techniques is considered relevant to the Plan’s development management policies. 

SO6 6.1 Policy SP09 ?            ✓ 

Effects related to air quality and noise pollution are considered to be dependent on the location and composition of development in individual circumstances, and also relevant to the 
Plan’s development management policies where relevant. 

6.2 Policy SP09 ?            ✓ 

Effects related to air quality and noise pollution are considered to be dependent on the location and composition of development in individual circumstances, and also relevant to the 
Plan’s development management policies where relevant. 

6.3 Policy SP09 ?            ✓ 

Effects related to air quality and noise pollution are considered to be dependent on the location and composition of development in individual circumstances, and also relevant to the 
Plan’s development management policies where relevant. 

6.4 Policy SP09 N/A             
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Ensuring that new development incorporates sustainable design and construction techniques is considered relevant to the Plan’s development management policies. 

SO7 7.1 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.2 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.3 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.4 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.5 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO8 8.1 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. 

8.2 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. 

8.3 Policy SP09 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. 

8.4 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. 

SO9 9.1 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. Effects will be identified at the 
‘whole Plan level’ and informed by relevant available evidence. 

9.2 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. Effects will be identified at the 
‘whole Plan level’ and informed by relevant available evidence. 

9.3 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. Effects will be identified at the 
‘whole Plan level’ and informed by relevant available evidence. 

9.4 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. Effects will be identified at the 
‘whole Plan level’ and informed by relevant available evidence. 

SO10 10.1 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.2 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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10.3 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

10.4 Policy SP09 N/A             

The effects on this sustainability criterion are unknown and not identifiable of a strategic policy. Effects are considered more relevant at the individual site level and through the 
assessment of relevant development management policies. 

10.5 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. 

10.6 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. 

10.7 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue.  

SO11 11.1 Policy SP09 +   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   

The Plan’s level of growth in itself is considered to have a negative effect on Habitats Sites, as evidenced by the Plan’s Appropriate Assessment and relevant to recreational 
disturbance. However, the Suffolk Coast Recreational disturbance Avoidance Mitigation Strategy (RAMS) collects necessary contributions from development in those areas where 
effects are likely be experienced (within Zones of Influence (ZOIs) of Habitats Sites likely be affected by increased recreational pressure). Reference to this within strategic Policy is 
therefore likely to have a positive effect to ensure that the Plan addresses the significance of potential harm and sets out its position in mitigating effects. The temporal, spatial extent 
and permanency of effects are not deemed identifiable from such a strategic policy, and are dependent on the location of development individually and cumulatively. 

11.2 Policy SP09 N/A             

The effects on this sustainability criterion are considered identifiable only at the site level, related to the location of development proposals and any known features / designations 
and in the assessment of relevant development management policy. 
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11.3 Policy SP09 N/A             

The effects on this sustainability criterion are considered identifiable only at the site level, related to the location of development proposals and any known features / designations 
and in the assessment of relevant development management policy. 

11.4 Policy SP09 +   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   

The Suffolk Coast Recreational disturbance Avoidance Mitigation Strategy (RAMS) collects necessary contributions from development in those areas where effects are likely be 
experienced (within Zones of Influence (ZOIs) of Habitats Sites likely be affected by increased recreational pressure). This acts to avoid disturbance or damage to protected species 
and their habitats. The temporal, spatial extent and permanency of effects are not deemed identifiable from such a strategic policy, and are dependent on the location of 
development individually and cumulatively. 

11.5 Policy SP09 +   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   

The Suffolk Coast Recreational disturbance Avoidance Mitigation Strategy (RAMS) collects necessary contributions from development in those areas where effects are likely be 
experienced (within Zones of Influence (ZOIs) of Habitats Sites likely be affected by increased recreational pressure). This is consistent with delivery of the targets and actions for 
habitats and species within the Suffolk BAP. The temporal, spatial extent and permanency of effects are not deemed identifiable from such a strategic policy, and are dependent on 
the location of development individually and cumulatively. 

11.6 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. Effects will be identified through 
the assessment of relevant development management policies within the Plan. 

11.7 Policy SP09 N/A             

The effects on this sustainability criterion are considered identifiable only at the site level, related to the location of development proposals and any known features / designations 
and in the assessment of relevant development management policy. 

11.8 Policy SP09 0            ✓ 

The Suffolk Coast Recreational disturbance Avoidance Mitigation Strategy (RAMS) collects necessary contributions from development in those areas where effects are likely be 
experienced (within Zones of Influence (ZOIs) of Habitats Sites likely be affected by increased recreational pressure). It is possible that the RAMS may lead to creation of new 
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habitat to mitigate a significant effect on (a) Habitats site(s).  The temporal, spatial extent and permanency of effects are not deemed identifiable from such a strategic policy, and are 
dependent on the location of development individually and cumulatively. 

11.9 Policy SP09 +   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   

The Suffolk Coast Recreational disturbance Avoidance Mitigation Strategy (RAMS) collects necessary contributions from development in those areas where effects are likely be 
experienced (within Zones of Influence (ZOIs) of Habitats Sites likely be affected by increased recreational pressure). This is consistent maintaining, and possibly enhancing 
biodiversity. The temporal, spatial extent and permanency of effects are not deemed identifiable from such a strategic policy, and are dependent on the location of development 
individually and cumulatively. 

SO12 12.1 Policy SP09 N/A             

The effects on this sustainability criterion are considered identifiable only at the site level, related to the location and composition of development proposals and any known features / 
designations and in the assessment of relevant development management policy. 

12.2 Policy SP09 N/A             

The effects on this sustainability criterion are considered identifiable only at the site level, related to the location and composition of development proposals and any known features / 
designations and in the assessment of relevant development management policy. 

12.3 Policy SP09 N/A             

The effects on this sustainability criterion are considered identifiable only at the site level, related to the location and composition of development proposals and any known features / 
designations and in the assessment of relevant development management policy. 

SO13 13.1 Policy SP09 ?            ✓ 

The Suffolk Coast Recreational disturbance Avoidance Mitigation Strategy (RAMS) collects necessary contributions from development in those areas where effects are likely be 
experienced (within Zones of Influence (ZOIs) of Habitats Sites likely be affected by increased recreational pressure). The Zones of Influence include the AONBs, which, by default 
would benefit from the protection of the Habitats sites therein.  It is possible that some of the AONBs are not within a RAMS ZOI. The temporal, spatial extent and permanency of 
effects are not deemed identifiable from such a strategic policy, and are dependent on the location of development individually and cumulatively. 

13.2 Policy SP09 N/A             
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The effects on this sustainability criterion are considered identifiable only at the site level, related to the location and composition of development proposals and any known features / 
designations and in the assessment of relevant development management policy. 

13.3 Policy SP09 ?            ✓ 

The Suffolk Coast Recreational disturbance Avoidance Mitigation Strategy (RAMS) collects necessary contributions from development in those areas where effects are likely be 
experienced (within Zones of Influence (ZOIs) of Habitats Sites likely be affected by increased recreational pressure). The Zones of Influence include protection of those landscapes 
which fall within them. The temporal, spatial extent and permanency of effects are not deemed identifiable from such a strategic policy, and are dependent on the location of 
development individually and cumulatively. 

SO14 14.1 Policy SP09 ?            ✓ 

The Suffolk Coast Recreational disturbance Avoidance Mitigation Strategy (RAMS) collects necessary contributions from development in those areas where effects are likely be 
experienced (within Zones of Influence (ZOIs) of Habitats Sites likely be affected by increased recreational pressure). This policy would therefore, by default, protect some features 
of the natural environment which attract recreation and tourism in Babergh and Mid Suffolk. The temporal, spatial extent and permanency of effects are not deemed identifiable from 
such a strategic policy, and are dependent on the location of development individually and cumulatively. 

14.2 Policy SP09 ?            ✓ 

The Suffolk Coast Recreational disturbance Avoidance Mitigation Strategy (RAMS) collects necessary contributions from development in those areas where effects are likely be 
experienced (within Zones of Influence (ZOIs) of Habitats Sites likely be affected by increased recreational pressure). This policy would therefore, by default, protect some features 
of the natural environment which attract recreation and tourism in Babergh and Mid Suffolk. The temporal, spatial extent and permanency of effects are not deemed identifiable from 
such a strategic policy, and are dependent on the location of development individually and cumulatively. 

14.3 Policy SP09 ?            ✓ 

The Suffolk Coast Recreational disturbance Avoidance Mitigation Strategy (RAMS) collects necessary contributions from development in those areas where effects are likely be 
experienced (within Zones of Influence (ZOIs) of Habitats Sites likely be affected by increased recreational pressure). This policy would therefore, by default, protect some features 
of the natural environment which attract recreation and tourism in Babergh and Mid Suffolk. The temporal, spatial extent and permanency of effects are not deemed identifiable from 
such a strategic policy, and are dependent on the location of development individually and cumulatively. 

14.4 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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14.5 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.6 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.7 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.8 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.9 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.10 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO15 15.1 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

15.2 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 



Page 187 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal: 
Annex D 

 

 

  

Sustainability 
Objective & 
Criteria  

Option Im
pa

ct
s 

Temporal Spatial Permanency Uncertainty 

Sh
or

t 

M
ed

iu
m

 

Lo
ng

 

U
rb

an
 

R
ur

al
 

B
ot

h 

St
ra

te
gi

c 

Pe
rm

an
en

t 

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 

Lo
w

 

M
ed

iu
m

 

H
ig

h 

15.3 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO16 16.1 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

16.2 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

16.3 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

16.4 Policy SP09 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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Policy SP10 – Climate Change 

The table below assesses the effects of Policy SP10 in detail.  

Table 11: Detailed Assessment of Policy SP10 – Climate Change 
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SO1 1.1 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.2 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.3 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.4 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.5 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.6 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.7 Policy SP10 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.8 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.9 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.10 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.11 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

1.12 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO2 2.1 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

2.2 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

2.3 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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SO3 3.1 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

3.2 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

3.3 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

3.4 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

3.5 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO4 4.1 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.2 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.3 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.4 Policy SP10 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.5 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

4.6 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO5 5.1 Policy SP10 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓  

Notionally, the Policy will have a small degree of positive effect on water related sustainability criteria through a managed approach to addressing resources. Despite this, effects on 
water resources, quality, and its sustainable use are unknown from high-level strategic policies. Effects are considered more appropriately identified through the assessment of 
thematic water-related policies within the Plan, and through individual site assessments where relevant. 

5.2 Policy SP10 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓  

Notionally, the Policy will have a small degree of positive effect on water related sustainability criteria through a managed approach to addressing resources. Despite this, effects on 
water resources, quality, and its sustainable use are unknown from high-level strategic policies. Effects are considered more appropriately identified through the assessment of 
thematic water-related policies within the Plan, and through individual site assessments where relevant. 

5.3 Policy SP10 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓  

Notionally, the Policy will have a small degree of positive effect on water related sustainability criteria through a managed approach to addressing resources. Despite this, effects on 
water resources, quality, and its sustainable use are unknown from high-level strategic policies. Effects are considered more appropriately identified through the assessment of 
thematic water-related policies within the Plan, and through individual site assessments where relevant. 

5.4 Policy SP10 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓  

Notionally, the Policy will have a small degree of positive effect on water related sustainability criteria through a managed approach to addressing resources. Despite this, effects on 
water resources, quality, and its sustainable use are unknown from high-level strategic policies. Effects are considered more appropriately identified through the assessment of 
thematic water-related policies within the Plan, and through individual site assessments where relevant. 
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5.5 Policy SP10 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓  

Notionally, the Policy will have a small degree of positive effect on water related sustainability criteria through a managed approach to addressing resources. Despite this, effects on 
water resources, quality, and its sustainable use are unknown from high-level strategic policies. Effects are considered more appropriately identified through the assessment of 
thematic water-related policies within the Plan, and through individual site assessments where relevant. 

5.6 Policy SP10 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓  

Notionally, the Policy will have a small degree of positive effect on water related sustainability criteria through a managed approach to addressing resources. Despite this, effects on 
water resources, quality, and its sustainable use are unknown from high-level strategic policies. Effects are considered more appropriately identified through the assessment of 
thematic water-related policies within the Plan, and through individual site assessments where relevant. 

5.7 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

5.8 Policy SP10 N/A             

Ensuring that new development incorporates sustainable design and construction techniques is considered more relevant to the Plan’s development management policies. 

SO6 6.1 Policy SP10 ?            ✓ 

Effects related to air quality and noise pollution are considered to be dependent on the location and composition of development in individual circumstances, and also relevant to the 
Plan’s development management policies where relevant. 

6.2 Policy SP10 ?            ✓ 

Effects related to air quality and noise pollution are considered to be dependent on the location and composition of development in individual circumstances, and also relevant to the 
Plan’s development management policies where relevant. 

6.3 Policy SP10 ?            ✓ 
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Effects related to air quality and noise pollution are considered to be dependent on the location and composition of development in individual circumstances, and also relevant to the 
Plan’s development management policies where relevant. 

6.4 Policy SP10 N/A             

Ensuring that new development incorporates sustainable design and construction techniques is considered relevant to the Plan’s development management policies. 

SO7 7.1 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.2 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.3 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.4 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

7.5 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. 

SO8 8.1 Policy SP10 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓  
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The Policy will have a small degree of positive effect on reducing residential waste generated through encouraging and supporting new development that reduces waste and 
reduces/re-uses existing resources. Impacts are not considered significant from this Policy in isolation and are more likely to be ensured cumulatively through the Plan’s 
development management policies that can maximise the potential for behavioural change by requiring adequate storage areas for waste in developments.  

8.2 Policy SP10 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓  

The Policy will have a small degree of positive effect on reducing commercial and industrial waste generated through encouraging and supporting new development that reduces 
waste and reduces/re-uses existing resources. Impacts are not considered significant from this Policy in isolation and are more likely to be ensured cumulatively through the Plan’s 
development management policies that can maximise the potential for behavioural change by requiring adequate storage areas for waste in developments.  

8.3 Policy SP10 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓  

The Policy will have a small degree of positive effect on reducing waste generated through encouraging and supporting new development that reduces waste and reduces/re-uses 
existing resources. Impacts are not considered significant from this Policy in isolation and are more likely to be ensured cumulatively through the Plan’s development management 
policies that can maximise the potential for behavioural change by requiring adequate storage areas for waste in developments that can encourage recycling.  

8.4 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. 

SO9 9.1 Policy SP10 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓  

The Policy can be seen to have positive effects on reducing greenhouse gas emissions through requiring all major developments to take a proactive approach to mitigating and 
adapting to climate change and encouraging and supporting innovative / proactive approaches to design including opportunities to deliver decentralised energy systems powered by 
a renewable or low carbon source.  

9.2 Policy SP10 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓  

The Policy can be seen to have positive effects on seeking an increase in the proportion of energy needs being met by renewable sources through encouraging and supporting 
innovative / proactive approaches to design including opportunities to deliver decentralised energy systems powered by a renewable or low carbon source.  

9.3 Policy SP10 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓  
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The Policy can be seen to have a minor positive effects on seeking an increase in the proportion of energy needs being met by renewable sources through encouraging and 
supporting innovative / proactive approaches to design including opportunities to deliver decentralised energy systems powered by a renewable or low carbon source.  

9.4 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. 

SO10 10.1 Policy SP10 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓  

The Policy will have a minor positive effect on minimising the risk of flooding through requiring a sequential risk-based approach taking into account future-proofing measures for 
impacts of climate change. Effects are not considered significant from this Policy in isolation and are more likely to be ensured cumulatively through the Plan’s development 
management policies regarding flood risk that are applicable to smaller (i.e. not major) development. 

10.2 Policy SP10 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓  

The Policy will have a minor positive effect on minimising the risk of flooding through requiring a sequential risk-based approach taking into account future-proofing measures for 
impacts of climate change. Effects are not considered significant from this Policy in isolation and are more likely to be ensured cumulatively through the Plan’s development 
management policies regarding flood risk that are applicable to smaller (i.e. not major) development. 

10.3 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. 

10.4 Policy SP10 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓  

The Policy will have a minor positive effect on reducing the risk of damage from extreme weather events through requiring all major developments to take a proactive approach to 
mitigating and adapting to climate change, taking into account the long-term implications for flood risk, coastal change, water supply, biodiversity and landscapes and visual impacts, 
and the risk of overheating from rising temperatures. Also, the Policy requires a sequential risk-based approach taking into account future-proofing measures for impacts of climate 
change, which will have additional positive effects. 

10.5 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. 
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10.6 Policy SP10 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓  

The Policy will have a minor positive effect on ensuring that buildings and public spaces are designed to respond to winter and summer temperatures through requiring all major 
developments to take a proactive approach to mitigating and adapting to climate change, taking into account the long-term implications for the risk of overheating from rising 
temperatures. Also, the Policy requires a sequential risk-based approach taking into account future-proofing measures for impacts of climate change, which will have additional 
positive effects. 

10.7 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the Plan’s strategic policies, and is considered more of a development management issue. 

SO11 11.1 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.2 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.3 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.4 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.5 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.6 Policy SP10 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.7 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.8 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

11.9 Policy SP10 + ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓  

The Policy will have a minor positive effect on reducing the risk of damage from extreme weather events through requiring all major developments to take a proactive approach to 
mitigating and adapting to climate change, taking into account the long-term implications for flood risk, coastal change, water supply, biodiversity and landscapes and visual impacts, 
and the risk of overheating from rising temperatures. Also, the Policy requires a sequential risk-based approach taking into account future-proofing measures for impacts of climate 
change, which will have additional positive effects. 

SO12 12.1 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

12.2 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

12.3 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO13 13.1 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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13.2 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

13.3 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO14 14.1 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.2 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.3 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.4 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy.  

14.5 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.6 Policy SP10 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.7 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.8 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.9 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

14.10 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO15 15.1 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

15.2 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

15.3 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

SO16 16.1 Policy SP10 N/A             
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This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

16.2 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

16.3 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 

16.4 Policy SP10 N/A             

This sustainability criterion is not considered relevant to the theme and remit of the Policy. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 The purpose of this Annex 

Babergh Mid Suffolk District Council commissioned Place Services of Essex County Council to undertake an 
independent Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of the emerging Babergh Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan.  

Place Services are acting as consultants for this work; therefore the content of this SA should not be 
interpreted or otherwise represented as the formal view of Essex County Council. 

This Annex represents the detailed appraisal of the Plan’s proposed JLP sites, as included within Annex E-
G.  
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2. Sustainability Framework 

2.1 The appraisal of sites 

The SA Framework for sites is an important tool in the SA process.  It provides the context against which the 
Plan’s content can be assessed and sets out the SA objectives with additional criteria / key questions that 
should be asked to decipher whether the suggested approach adheres to the principles of sustainability. 

Sites have been subjected to appraisal using a pro forma developed factoring in the key issues of the Plan 
area and all relevant available information across a range of sustainability criteria. In addition, the 
consultation of the Scoping Report allowed input from the Statutory Consultees and any other relevant 
stakeholders and interested parties and necessary changes have been included at this Regulation 18 stage. 

It is worthy of note that in line with the pro forma, appraisals will not be intended to be a detailed project-level 
assessment of each site, such as that provided by an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), but aim to 
provide a strategic level assessment highlighting those broad impacts of the sites to inform the plan-making 
process. Impacts and ranges of impacts highlighted in the site pro forma use quantitative information as far 
as possible.   

To reflect a consistency of approach regarding sites, the detailed information submitted for each site by the 
landowners / developers of each option may not be taken into account in those instances where they can be 
seen to offer different levels of information. As such, it is largely the case that only those site boundaries and 
the quantum of development for options have been taken from the respective submissions.  

The SA Framework used to assess all ‘reasonable’ sites that have been considered within the SA process 
can be found in the following table. 
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Table 1:The SA Framework for sites 
Sustainability 
Objective 

Site Criteria Source Positive 

(+) 

Negative 

(-) 

Uncertain / 
Unknown (?) 

Neutral impact 

(0) 

 

1. To improve 

the health and 

wellbeing of the 

population 

overall and 

reduce health 

inequalities 

 

(1.1) Will the site 

see a loss of land 

classified as 

‘open space’? 

SHELAA Proposal includes 

additional open space 

Loss of open space, 

no compensation 

Where 

applicable 

No net loss of open space 

(1.2) Accessibility 

to local services 

and facilities 

GIS mapping / SHELAA 

Core services will be considered as:  

• A primary school 

• A secondary school 

• A local healthcare service (doctors' 

surgery)  

• Retail and service provision for day 

to day needs (district/local shopping 

centre, village shop) 

• Local employment opportunities 

(principally existing employment 

sites, but designated or proposed 

employment area in a local plan will 

also be considered) 

• For rural districts, a peak-time public 

transport service to/from a higher 

order settlement (peak time for the 

purposes of this criterion will be 7-

Where there are 4+ core 

services within 800m/10 

minutes walking distance 

N/A Where 

applicable 

Where there are 1 to 3 core services 

within 800m/10 minutes walking 

distance  
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9am and 4-6pm) 

 

 

 

 

2. To maintain 

and improve 

levels of 

education and 

skills in the 

population 

overall 

(2.1) Is there 

capacity in 

primary schools? 

Suffolk County Council and IDP. This criterion is considered a policy consideration only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan level’ related to 

overall infrastructure in consideration of sites and policy together. 

(2.2) Is there 

capacity in 

secondary 

schools? 

Suffolk County Council and IDP. This criterion is considered a policy consideration only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan level’ related to 

overall infrastructure in consideration of sites and policy together. 

(2.3) Fibre 

broadband 

availability 

Better Broadband for Suffolk rollout map. Fibre or wireless 

broadband available or 

Fibre broadband planned 

or underway to be 

completed by December 

2019 

Not in plans for an 

upgrade to superfast 

broadband or no 

broadband coverage 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

3. To reduce 

poverty and 

social exclusion 

and ensure 

access to jobs 

and services 

(3.1) Distance to 

main employment 

areas 

GIS / Aerial Mapping Less than or equal to 500-

1,000m from existing 

employment area 

 

n/a More than 

2,000m from an 

existing 

employment 

area 

Where applicable 

 

 

 (3.2) Relationship Aerial mapping  Less than or equal to 500- n/a More than Where applicable 
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/ distance to 

Enterprise Zones 

(Stowmarket 

Enterprise Park / 

Sproughton 

Enterprise Park) 

 

 

 

 

 

1,000m from an Enterprise 

Zone 

2,000m from an 

Enterprise Zone 

 

 

4. To meet the 

housing 

requirements of 

the whole 

community 

(4.1) Will the site 

meet local 

thresholds for 

affordable 

housing?  

 

This is a policy issue and will not be assessed in the site assessment. 

(4.2) Will there be 

a suitable housing 

mix? 

 

This is a policy issue and will not be assessed in the site assessment. 

(4.3) Is the 

proposed housing 

density 

appropriate? 

 

This is a policy issue and will not be assessed in the site assessment. 
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5. To conserve 

and enhance 

water quality and 

resources 

(5.1) Proximity of 

any water bodies 

 

GIS SHELAA layers Over 100m n/a Within 100m  N/A 

(5.2) Is the site 

within a ground 

water source 

protection zone? 

 

 

 

 

 

GIS mapping Not in GPZ Within outer zone 

(Zone 2, Zone 2c) 

Within inner zone 

(Zone 1, Zone 1c) 

Within total 

catchment 

(Zone 3)/ where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

6. To maintain 

and where 

possible improve 

air quality and 

reduce noise 

pollution. 

(6.1) Is the site in 

close proximity to 

road traffic? 

GIS SHELAA layer Site is not within  

35m of the central 

reservation or centre of the 

A14/ 

A140/A12/A143/A137/ 

A1071/A1141 

Site is within  

35m of the central 

reservation or centre 

of the A14/ 

A140/A12/A143/A137/ 

A1071/A1141 

 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

(6.2) Is the site 

within proximity to 

mineral extraction 

or waste 

management 

facilities? 

Allocations in the Adopted Minerals Local 

Plan (2014) and the emerging 

Replacement Waste Local Plan (ongoing) 

Site is beyond 250m of 

either an existing or 

proposed site for mineral 

extraction or a site either 

existing as or allocated for 

a waste management 

facility. 

Site is within 250m of 

either an existing or 

proposed site for 

mineral extraction or a 

site either existing as 

or allocated for a 

waste management 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 
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facility. 

 

7. To conserve 

soil and mineral 

resources 

(7.1) Will the site 

result in a loss of 

best and most 

versatile 

agricultural land? 

Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) 

from the SHELAA assessment on 

“Landscape, Strategic Gap and 

Agricultural Land” 

Grade 3 or 4 or 5 Urban 

area / extension to an 

existing site / Other land 

primarily in non-

agricultural use 

 

Grade 2/Grade 1 Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

8. To promote 

the sustainable 

management of 

waste 

 

This SA Objective is considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 

contribution to 

climate change 

 

There will not be a comparable level of information available to assess all sites against this objective – features that would reduce contributions to climate change would only be known at 

the proposal / application stage. 

 

10. To reduce 

vulnerability and 

increase 

resilience to 

extreme weather 

events and 

flooding which 

may be caused 

by climate 

(10.1) Is the site 

within a flood risk 

zone  

 

GIS mapping of SHELAA sites 

SHELAA assessment on “Flood Risk”  

Site contains a minimum 

of 80% Flood Zone 1 

N/A  Uncertain (to 

include 

commentary in 

appraisal) 

Where applicable 

(10.2) Is the site 

in an area of high 

/ medium / low / 

very low risk of 

flooding from 

SCC data Very low  

Low 

High Medium Risk/ 

on zone 

boundary/ 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 
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change surface water? 

11. To conserve 

and enhance 

biodiversity and 

geodiversity 

(11.1) Is the site 

within the ZOIs of 

a Habitats Site(s) 

or the IRZ of a 

SSSI(s) 

 

GIS mapping/SHELAA Site is not within an IRZ  n/a Site is within an 

IRZ  

 

Where applicable 

 

 

 

(11.2) NNRs / 

LoWS / LNR / 

CWS / Ancient 

Woodland 

 

GIS mapping / SHELAA Development would not 

have a detrimental impact 

Development likely to 

have a detrimental 

impact  

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

 

 

(11.3) Will it lead 

to the creation of 

new habitat / 

biodiversity net 

gain? 

 

This criterion is considered a policy consideration only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration of sites and 

policy together. 

 

 

 

 

(11.4) Regionally 

Important 

Geological/ 

Geomorphological 

Sites (RIGS) / 

County 

Geographical 

Sites 

GIS mapping/SHELAA Development would not 

have a detrimental impact 

Development likely to 

have a detrimental 

impact  

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 
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12. To conserve 

and where 

appropriate 

enhance areas 

and assets of 

historical and 

archaeological 

importance and 

their settings 

(12.1) Might the 

site have an 

impact on, or 

harm the 

significance of, 

the historical 

assets: 

 

Historical assets are defined as: 

• Scheduled (Ancient) 

Monuments 

• Listed Buildings 

• Registered (Historic) Parks 

and Gardens 

• Conservation Areas 

• Heritage assets (local lists 

[including Historic Park or 

Garden identified by SCC]) 

• Archaeology 

 

 

No harm to the 

significance of a heritage 

asset or mitigation of any 

potential harm possible. 

Harm to the 

significance of a 

heritage asset. 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable. 

13. To conserve 

and enhance the 

quality and local 

distinctiveness of 

landscapes and 

townscapes 

(13.1) Is the site 

in an area noted 

for its high 

sensitivity to 

change? 

 

Heritage and Settlement Sensitivity 

Assessment for Babergh and Mid Suffolk 

District Councils, March 2018 

“Low” or “Medium/Low” 

sensitivity to change 

“High” sensitivity to 

change 

“Medium/High” 

sensitivity to 

change 

Where applicable 

. 

(13.2) Will any 

Tree Preservation 

Orders (TPOs) be 

affected? 

 

 

SHELAA GIS layers No TPO(s) on site TPO(s) on site TPO(s) 

adjacent to site 

Where applicable 



 

Page 10 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex E 

 

   

 

(13.3) Is the site 

greenfield or 

brownfield?  

SHELAA Approximately 50% 

brownfield / greenfield 

 

n/a 

 

Greenfield  

 

Where applicable 

(13.4) Is the site 

within 

Development 

Limits? 

Current development limits and site 

boundary 

SHELAA 

Site is predominantly 

within development 

limit/Site is outside but 

adjacent to development 

limit/Site is relatively well 

related to existing 

settlement(s) 

Site is poorly related 

to the functional 

settlement/Site is in 

open countryside/ 

detrimental impact on 

sensitive townscapes 

which cannot be 

mitigated. 

 

 

 

 

 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

14. To achieve 

sustainable 

levels of 

prosperity and 

economic growth 

throughout the 

plan area 

(14.1) Is the site 

proposed for 

employment 

development / 

loss of 

employment 

land? 

 

Call-for-Sites information as submitted 

 

Site is proposed for 

employment/ Site is 

proposed for mixed-use 

development with 

employment 

Proposal will see a 

loss of identified 

appropriate 

employment land 

Where 

applicable 

Other uses 

(14.2) Will there 

be a loss of 

employment land 

Call-for-Sites information as submitted Site is not currently 

employment land  

Proposal will see a 

loss of identified 

appropriate 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 
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(housing 

allocations) 

 

employment land 

(14.3) Will the 

proposal increase 

rural employment 

opportunities in a 

sustainable 

location?  

Call-for-Sites information as submitted 

Aerial mapping 

Employment proposals in 

rural areas / the 

countryside (as defined) 

within or adjacent to 

existing development 

boundaries 

n/a Employment 

proposals in 

rural areas / the 

countryside (as 

defined) 

physically 

separated from 

existing 

development 

boundaries  

 

Where applicable 

15. To revitalise 

the Districts’ 

town centres 

(15.1) Is the 

proposal for retail 

and suitable for a 

town centre 

location? 

Call-for-Sites information as submitted The proposal is for retail 

and within a defined town 

centre/The proposal is for 

mixed-use development 

(Inc. retail) within a defined 

town centre. 

 

The proposal is for 

retail and not well 

related to the defined 

town centre 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

(15.2) Is the 

proposal for 

leisure and 

suitable for a town 

centre location? 

Call-for-Sites information as submitted The proposal is for leisure 

and within a defined town 

centre/The proposal is for 

mixed-use development 

(Inc. leisure) within a 

defined town centre. 

The proposal is for 

leisure and not well 

related to the defined 

town centre 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 
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(15.3) Is the 

proposal for office 

space and 

suitable for a town 

centre location? 

Call-for-Sites information as submitted The proposal is for office 

space and within a defined 

town centre/The proposal 

is for mixed-use 

development (Inc. office 

space) within a defined 

town centre. 

 

 

 

The proposal is for 

office space and not 

well related to the 

defined town centre 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

16. To 

encourage 

efficient patterns 

of movement 

and the use of 

sustainable 

methods of travel 

in support of 

economic growth 

(16.1) Is the site 

well located to 

transport 

networks. 

SHELAA “Access to wider transport 

networks” 

  

Housing sites: within 

10km of the strategic road 

network or railway station 

and good access to a B-

road 

 

Office-based 

employment: good public 

transport access within 

walking distance / good 

direct cycling route 

 

Storage and distribution: 

easily accessed within 

2km of a Trunk Road or A 

class Road via 

Housing sites: 

10km+ from the 

strategic road network 

or railway station and 

poor access to a B-

road 

22 

Office-based 

employment: poor 

public transport 

access / not within 

walking distance / 

poor walking and 

cycling routes. 

 

Storage and 

Housing sites:  

within 10km of 

the strategic 

road network or 

railway station 

and poor 

access to a B-

road 

 

 

Where applicable 
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unconstrained roads is 

considered good 

distribution: 5km+ 

from a Trunk Road or 

A class Road or 

accessed through 

constrained/local 

roads and/or through 

a town centre or 

residential area 

 

(16.2) Is the 

highway network 

at capacity? 

Transport modelling Any highway capacity 

issues can be adequately 

mitigated. 

Local network near or 

at capacity with 

limited mitigation 

options/ Local 

network over 

capacity. 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 



 

 

3. The Identification of Sites  

3.1 Sieving Criteria 

A number of sites that were submitted for consideration have been excluded from the SA process for several reasons. 
Planning Advisory Service (PAS) guidance states that,  

 ‘Potential sites – identified for example through a SHLAA – should be progressively filtered until 
a 'short list' of reasonable sites options is generated. In filtering sites, you can use three broad 
sets of criteria. If sites don't satisfy these criteria they aren't 'reasonable' alternatives and 
should be discounted. 

 

  - Exclusionary criteria – e.g. flood risk areas, areas of outstanding natural beauty 
(AONB) and green belt (taking into account Section 9 of the NPPF (paras 79-92)) and 
areas outside the pattern of development set out in the strategy. 

- Discretionary criteria – e.g. relating to public rights of way, agricultural land, local 
nature conservation designations etc. which might not lead to the exclusion of a site 
but would be important from a sustainability perspective and should influence the 
decision as to whether or not a site is taken forward (and, if it is, the conditions that 
might be attached to any development). 

- Deliverability criteria – e.g. land ownership, access, planning history, viability, size 
etc. all of which may have a bearing on whether or not the site is deliverable as a 
location for development.’ 

  

 These criteria should reflect the issues / topics / objectives used as the basis for the SA; this 
will obviate the need to undertake a separate and resource-intensive SA of the sites.’ 

 

This SA does not apply any exclusionary criteria or discretionary criteria, instead assessing all sites regardless of their 
‘suitability’ status within the SHLAA. The SHLAA does however include commentary and an overall judgement per site 
in regards to achievability and availability, which have been factored into the SA process in order to identify whether a 
site option can be considered ‘reasonable’ or not.  

Therefore, sites that have been identified as unachievable or unavailable in the SHELAA have not been considered 
‘reasonable’ options for allocation within the plan-making and SA processes.  
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4. The Appraisal of Sites 

4.1 Sites in Market Towns, Urban Areas and Ipswich Fringes 

Parish: Needham Market  

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA032 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the 
loss of open space. 

1.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Retail Shop <200m, Employment 
Opportunities <500m (town centre), Primary 
School <700m, Train Station <800m all 
accessed via established footpaths. GP 
Surgery 1.5km, Secondary School 7.4km. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Proposed Use: Residential 

Table 2: Site LA032 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA032 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 
of the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 
of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 - 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Grade 2 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA032 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
proposal/ application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1  

10.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknow
n until 
HRA 
complet
ed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of the site may be within a 20km 
zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a HRA 
will be required.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland as it is suitably distanced. 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site within Needham Market conservation 
area.  
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA032 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

l importance 
and their 
settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 - 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent TPO T1 on site 

13.3 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is Brownfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is within the existing development 
limit. 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Needham Market has a good relationship to 
the wider transport network courtesy of the 
train station and A14. 

16.2 + Short- 
long 

Permanent A14 is over capacity during the AM peak hour 
however this issue can be adequately 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA032 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

term mitigated.  

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development. The site is brownfield land and is well related to 
the functional settlement. The site is very well related to local core services and has a good 
relationship to the wider transport network via the A14 and train station. The site is within 20km of 
a Natura 2000 site.  An HRA would be required to determine the full impact of development on the 
Natura 2000 site. There is a  TPO on site, however there are opportunities to incorporate this into 
the development. The site is within 100m from nearest water source and within Groundwater 
Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone are uncertain and 
dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. The site is grade 2 agricultural land therefore 
development is likely to result in a loss of valuable agricultural land. The site lies within the 
Conservation area at close to the entrance of the historic settlement. Careful design will be 
required to protect the views into the settlement. A Heritage impact assessment will be required.  
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Parish: Stowmarket 

Proposed Use: Residential  

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA037 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is adjacent to a playing field/ open space 
but development of the site would not result in 
the loss of open space.  

1.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Stowmarket Secondary School on site,155m 
from Chilton Primary School, 380m from Stow 
Health, 645m from Londis. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre and wireless broadband available 
however cabinet is at full capacity. 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 
of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

Table 3: Site LA037 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA037 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

of the whole 
community 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site within groundwater source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within urban area and so development 
will not result in the loss of any agricultural 
land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
proposal/ application stage. 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA037 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water 
flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknow
n until 
HRA 
complet
ed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Protected species have been recorded in 
close proximity to the site. Development of this 
site may be within a 20km zone of a Natura 
2000 site, therefore an HRA will be required.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland as it’s suitably distanced. 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 
and their 
settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site abuts the Stowmarket Conservation Area 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA037 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Medium/Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is brownfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is within the existing development 
limit 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Stowmarket has a good relationship to the 
wider transport network via the A14 and its 
own train station. 

 

16.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA037 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

support of 
economic 
growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and is well connected to local core services and 
the wider transport network via the A14 and the train station. However, the site is adjacent to 
Stowmarket Conservation Area and is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site. A Heritage 
Impact Assessment will be required to assess the impact on the Conservation area. Development 
should be sensitive to the Conservation Area through effective design and layout. Site within 
groundwater source protection zone 3. Effects from this type of development are uncertain at this 
stage and can be addressed at the planning application stage. A project-level HRA would be 
required to assess any impacts development would have on the Natura 2000 site.  
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Parish: Stowmarket 

Proposed Use: Residential  

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA036 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent No loss of open space 

1.2 + 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site approx. 370m from S.C.H Medical 
Provision, 740m from Wood Ley Primary 
School, 440m from Kingsfield Centre, 730m 
from Stowmarket Secondary School 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 ? 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 
of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 

Table 4: Site LA036 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA036 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

of the whole 
community 

not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest water 
sources 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site within groundwater source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 - 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is Grade 2 agricultural land and so 
development will result in the loss of best 
valuable agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
proposal/ application stage. 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA036 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water 
flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 
and their 
settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site located close to a number of listed 
buildings  

13. To 
conserve and 13.1 + Short- 

Long 
Permanent Low sensitivity to change 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA036 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

term 

13.2 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is Greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is poorly related to the existing 
settlement boundary. 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 

16.1 0 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Adequate relationship to wider transport 
network via the B1115 

16.2 + 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA036 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

economic 
growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has a good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the B1115. The site has several water sources adjacent; however any flood 
issues can potentially be avoided. Effects in this regard are not considered significant in response 
to the site’s SA assessment consideration (sites with significant flood risk constraints have not 
been progressed from the SHELAA for inclusion within this SA). The site is within 100m from 
nearest water source and within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of 
development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. 
The site is also grade 2 agricultural land therefore development would likely result in the loss of 
valuable agricultural land. The site is within close proximity to heritage assets therefore proposals 
should consider the impacts on the historic environment. 
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Parish: Stowmarket 

Proposed Use: Residential  

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA035 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent No loss of open space 

1.2 0 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site 450m from Stow Health, 730m from 
Cedars Park Primary School 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre and wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 ? 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 
of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

Table 5: Site LA035 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA035 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

of the whole 
community 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
consultation site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 ? 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent South of site is urban land however north of 
site is mixed Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
proposal/ application stage. 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA035 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 - 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site located within Flood Risk Zones 2 & 3 

10.2 - 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at high risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland as it’s suitably distanced. 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 
and their 
settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade II listed building The Ashes located 
within the site.  Important views remain to the 
conservation area.  

13. To 
conserve and 13.1 ? Short- 

Long 
Permanent Medium sensitivity to change 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA035 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

term 

13.2 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 

16.1 + 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site has good relationship with wider transport 
network via the A14  

16.2 + 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 



  

Page 34 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
  

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex E 

 

   

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA035 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

economic 
growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and benefits from a good relationship with the 
wider transport network via the A14. The site is within 100m from the nearest water source and is 
at high risk from surface water flooding being within FRZ2 & FRZ3. However flood risk may be 
mitigated with the incorporation of SuDS within the development or avoidance. The site is within 
100m from nearest water source and within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The 
implications of development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. The development should consider the impacts on the Grade II listed building on 
site which could feasibly be included within the proposal without creating significant harm. A 
heritage impact assessment will be required. The Heritage Settlement and Sensitivity Assessment 
has identified important views from the western side of this allocation into the Conservation Area 
and this should be preserved.   
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Parish: Stowmarket 

Proposed Use: Mixed use: employment and residential  

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA038 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not result in the loss of 
open space.  

1.2 + 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site 650m from Cedars Park Primary School, 
756m from Stow Market Convenience. Train 
station <350m, numerous employment 
opportunities within 800m (town centre & 
commercial units), Supermarket 750m all 
accessed via established footpaths. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 ? 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available 
however cabinet is at full capacity 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest employment 
area 

3.2 ? 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 4.1 N/A N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 

quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 

Table 6: Site LA038 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA038 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

requirements 
of the whole 
community 

of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site within groundwater source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within 35m from A14 

6.2 + 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within an urban settlement 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA038 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

climate 
change 

proposal/ application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 - 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ2 

10.2 - 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at high risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknow
n until 
HRA 
complet
ed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Protected species have been recorded in 
close proximity to the site. Development of this 
site may be within a 20km zone of a Natura 
2000 site, therefore a HRA will be required. 

11.2 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland as it’s suitably distanced.  

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 

12.1 + 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site approx. 53m from Stowmarket 
conservation area however development on 
site unlikely to harm significance of heritage 
assets. 



  

Page 38 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
  

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex E 

 

   

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA038 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

and their 
settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 + 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is Brownfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is within the existing development 
limit 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is proposed for mixed-use development 
with employment 

14.2 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land 

14.3 + 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal includes an element of 
employment use in a rural area / the 
countryside (as defined) within or adjacent to 
existing development boundaries 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 ? 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal may include an element of retail 
employment use, based on the level of 
information available. 

15.2 ? 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal may include an element of 
leisure use, based on the level of information 
available. 

15.3 ? 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal may include an element of 
office-based employment use, based on the 
level of information available. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 

16.1 + 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Stowmarket has a good relationship to the 
wider transport network via the A14 and 
Stowmarket train station. 

16.2 + Short- 
Long 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
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Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA038 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

term adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for mixed use residential and employment development. The site benefits 
from good access to the wider transport network via the A14 and Stowmarket train station and 
very good access to core services, accessible via established footpaths. The site has several 
constraints including that it is within 35m from the A14, which air quality / health related impacts if 
not mitigated. The site is also within FRZ2 and is at high risk from surface water flooding. Any 
flood issues may be mitigated through the incorporation of SuDS within the development or 
avoidance as part of any scheme. The site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The 
implications of development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. A project-level HRA may be required to determine whether the site is within the 
20km zone of a Natura 2000 site and to assess any impacts development would have.  
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Parish: Stowmarket  

Proposed Use: Residential  

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA034 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No loss of open space 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Stowlodge Centre, 385m from 
Stowmarket Secondary School. Approx. 180m 
from Wood Ley Primary School  

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from the nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise 
Zone 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 
of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

Table 7: Site LA034 
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Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA034 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

of the whole 
community 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. 

Economic+ 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
proposal/ application stage. 
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Key 
Qu. 

LA034 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 - 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site at very high risk from surface water 
flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland as it’s suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 
and their 
settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Grade II listed Shepherds 
Farmhouse and approx. 65m from Grade II 
listed Starhouse Farmhouse and the barn 10m 
west of Starhouse Farmhouse.  

13. To 
conserve and 13.1 + Short- 

long 
Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 
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Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

term 

13.2 - 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent TPO G1 on site 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is Greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site has good access to the wider transport 
network via the A14 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated  
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Permanence Commentary 

economic 
growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and benefits from good access to the wider 
transport network via the A14. Site at very high risk from surface water flooding; The site is within 
100m from nearest water source and within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The 
implications of development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. The site has a very high risk of surface water flooding; however flood risk can be 
mitigated through the incorporation of SUDS within the development. TPO which has the potential 
to be included within the development. The site is in close proximity of a number of heritage 
assets therefore proposals must consider the impacts development could have on this in terms of 
scale, type, layout and height of development and provide a heritage impact assessment.  
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Parish: Stowmarket  

Proposed Use: Employment 

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA043 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Circa 20% of the site falls within the County 
Wildlife designation: Cedars Park Grassland, 
Species Rich Grassland. PROW within site, 
however this could be maintained with 
development.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site located within walking distance of large 
Tesco 

 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 4.1 N/A N/A N/A The site is proposed for employment use and 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and 

Table 8: Site LA043 
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Permanence Commentary 

requirements 
of the whole 
community 

has not been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The site is proposed for employment use and 
this criterion is considered a policy issue and 
has not been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The site is proposed for employment use and 
this criterion is considered a policy issue and 
has not been considered in this site 
assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 - 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Grade 2 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
proposal/ application stage. 
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Qu. 

LA043 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site at very low risk from surface water 
flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 - 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development likely to have a detrimental 
impact on either NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS 
or ancient woodland 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 
and their 
settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm the 
significance of a heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 13.1 + Short- 

long 
Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 
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enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

term 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Impact on townscape will depend on 
scale/type of employment proposals.  

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for employment use. 

14.2 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land 

14.3 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for employment use in a rural 
area / the countryside (as defined) within or 
adjacent to existing development boundaries 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a non-retail employment 
use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a non-leisure employment 
use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a non-office based 
employment use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site has good access to Gun Cotton Way 
which links to the A1120/A14 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Any highway capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated  
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Permanence Commentary 

economic 
growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for employment development and benefits from fibre/ wireless broadband 
availability and good access to the wider transport network via the A1120 and A14. There is a 
PROW within the site, but this could be maintained on site or otherwise diverted. The site is within 
100m from nearest water source and within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The 
implications of development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. The site is grade 2 agricultural land therefore development would result in the 
loss of valuable agricultural land. Development would also be likely to have an impact on a 
County Wildlife Site therefore proposals must consider the scale and type of development.  
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Parish: Sudbury 

Proposed Use: Residential  

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA042 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Public rights of way passes through the site. 

1.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site approx. 460m from Pot Kiln Primary 
School,480m from McColl's. Majority of core 
sites are within 800m/10min walking distance 
of site 

 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre and wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4.1 N/A N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 

Table 9: Site LA042 
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Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 
of the whole 
community 

quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 
of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site within groundwater source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent West of site is urban area. East of site is 
mixed Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land. There 
may be a loss of valuable agricultural land.  

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
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climate 
change 

proposal/ application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknow
n until 
HRA 
complet
ed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Protected species identified on site. Local 
Nature reserve identified along the western 
boundary, potential impact will need to be 
considered. Development of this site may be 
within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, 
therefore a HRA will be required. 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland as it’s suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development of site would result in no harm of 
the significance of any heritage asset 
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Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

and their 
settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Medium sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Great Cornard offers good relationship to the 
wider transport network via the A134 and the 
A131. 

16.2 + Short- 
long 

Permanent Any highway network capacity can be 
adequately mitigated 
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sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

term 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development with good connection to the wider transport 
network via the A134 and A131. A Local Nature Reserve is along the western boundary which 
can be mitigated on-site through an effective buffer. The site is also within 20km of a Natura 2000 
therefore a project-level HRA would be required at the planning application stage. The site is 
within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. 
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Parish: Sudbury 

Proposed Use: Residential  

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA041 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No loss of open space 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site approx. 292m from Siam Surgery, 437m 
from All Saints Primary School 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 
of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

Table 10: Site LA041 
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of the whole 
community 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 - 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 2 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land so development 
would not result in the loss of valuable 
agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
proposal/ application stage. 
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10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

 Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water 
flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 - 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development likely to have detrimental impact 
on a NRRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland  

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 
and their 
settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Grade II listed Chilton Hall 
Park and Garden 

13. To 
conserve and 13.1 ? Short- 

long 
Permanent Medium sensitivity to change 
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enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

term 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 

16.1 + 
  Adequate access to the wider transport 

network  

16.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA041 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

economic 
growth 

Commentary 

The site is within groundwater source protection zone 2 and is within 100m from the nearest water 
source, however any flood risks can be mitigated through the effective layout and design of 
development within the site and, if required, the incorporation of flood mitigation features such as 
SuDS. Development of the site would be likely to have an impact on a CWS therefore proposals 
must consider the scale/ type of development to mitigate against any harm. The site abuts a 
Grade II registered  Park and Garden, therefore development needs to be sensitive to the 
heritage assets in terms of scale, type, orientation/layout and height to ensure that any negative 
impacts are mitigated.  Appropriate landscaping should be used at the eastern end of the site to 
protect the setting of the registered park and garden. 
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Parish: Barham 

Proposed Use: Residential 

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA002 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Development of the site would not result in the 
loss of open space. 

1.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site 225m from The Barham & Claydon 
Surgery, 525m from Claydon Primary School 
and approx. 688m from Claydon High School. 
Bus stops with peak-time services to 
Stowmarket and Ipswich. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site within 1000m from main employment area 

3.2 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 4.1 N/A N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 

quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 

Table 11: Site LA002 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA002 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

requirements 
of the whole 
community 

of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site within ground water source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Grade 2, 3, & 4 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
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SA 
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Key 
Qu. 

LA002 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

climate 
change 

proposal/ application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is within FRZ1. 

10.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknow
n until 
HRA 
complet
ed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of this site may be within a 20km 
zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore an HRA 
will be required.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
The rural setting and views to the south from 
the Grade I Church of St. Mary will be 
impacted 
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Qu. 

LA002 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

and their 
settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Medium/High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site offers good relationship to wider 
transport networks as the site is located within 
approx. 2km of the slip road to access the 
A14, and within approx. 8km of the Ipswich 
railway station. 
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Permanence Commentary 

and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent A14 is near capacity therefore development of 
this site likely to push junction to over capacity 
during peak hours. However, this issue can be 
adequately mitigated.  

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and benefits from a good relationship to the 
wider transport network via the A14 and also Ipswich railway station. The site is within 100m from 
nearest water source and within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of 
development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. 
Proposals should consider any impact of development on the listed buildings near the site 
however at the planning application stage. The Heritage and Settlement Sensitivity Assessment 
has identified the isolated position and views to and from the highly sensitive Grade I Church. 
Therefore any development must consider this sensitivity.  
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Parish: Barham 

Proposed Use: Residential 

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA001 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the 
loss of open space. 

1.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Four or more core services within 800m/10 
minutes walking distance of the site: doctor 
surgery, village shop, primary school and bus 
stops with peak-time services to Stowmarket 
and Ipswich.  Secondary school also available 
within approx. 1.2km of the site. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

Table 12: Site LA001 
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LA001 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 
of the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 
of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is Grade 2 & 4 agricultural land and 
so will see partial loss of valuable agricultural 
land if developed on 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 
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Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
proposal/ application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is within FRZ1. 

10.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknow
n until 
HRA 
complet
ed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of this site may be within a 20km 
zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a HRA 
will be required. Protected Species Area within 
the site.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
The setting of Barham church (Grade I) will be 
impacted. 
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Impact Timesc
ale 
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historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 
and their 
settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 - 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is poorly related the existing 
development limit. 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site offers good relationship to wider 
transport networks as the site is located within 
approx. 2km of the slip road to access the 
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Permanence Commentary 

patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

A14, and within approx. 8km of the Ipswich 
railway station. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent A14 is near capacity during the AM peak hour 
however this can be adequately mitigated. 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and is very well connected to core services with 
bus stops with peak-time services to Stowmarket and Ipswich. However the site is poorly related 
the existing development limit. The Heritage and Settlement Sensitivity Assessment identifies the 
views from the prominent location of the church as significant.  Any design, especially in the 
northern part of the site should take this in to consideration in layout and design. The site is within 
100m from nearest water source and within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The 
implications of development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 
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Parish: Bramford 

Proposed Use: Residential  

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA006 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the 
loss of open space 

1.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site approx. 150m from Bramford Primary 
School, 480m from Co-op Food. Chemist and 
bus stops with peak time services to 
Stowmarket and Ipswich within 800m. These 
services are accessible through existing 
footpaths. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment 
area 

3.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise 
Zone 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 4.1 N/A N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 

quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 

Table 13: Site LA006 
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Impact Timesc
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requirements 
of the whole 
community 

of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
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climate 
change 

proposal/ application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is within FRZ1. 

10.2 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent South of site is at medium risk from surface 
water flooding however majority of site is at 
very low risk 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknow
n until 
HRA 
complet
ed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Site is within a Minerals Safeguard Area. 
Development of this site may be within a 20km 
zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore an HRA 
will be required.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland as it’s suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site is adjacent to Grade II listed buildings 
(Street Farm Cottage and Runcton House) 
and has important views of Bramford Church 
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LA006 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

l importance 
and their 
settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Medium/Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 

16.1 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site offers adequate relationship to wider 
transport networks as the site is located within 
3km of the slip road to access the A14, and 
within 6km of the Ipswich railway station. 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA006 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and is very well connected to core services and 
has an adequate relationship to the wider transport network. The site is also within a 20km zone 
of a Natura 2000 site therefore a project-level HRA would be required to determine potential 
impacts. The site is within 100m from nearest water source and within Groundwater Source 
Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone are uncertain and dependant 
on consultation with relevant bodies.The Heritage and Settlement Sensitivity Assessment has 
shown that there are important views from Runcton Farm to the Church of St Mary the Virgin at 
Bramford.   The site will require a Heritage Impact Assessment and  proposals must consider 
scale/ design and layout 
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Parish: Bramford 

Proposed Use: Residential  
 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA007 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the 
loss of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site 760m from Rushbrook House GP, 645m 
from Co-op Food, 19 The St. Peak time bus 
service within 800m. There is an existing 
footpath along the B1113 / Loraine Way, from 
the services up to the last of the linear 
dwellings east of Loraine Way.   

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise 
Zone 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 4.1 N/A N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 

quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 

Table 14: Site LA007 
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Key 
Qu. 

LA007 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

requirements 
of the whole 
community 

of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 - 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is Grade 2 agricultural land and so 
development will result in the loss of valuable 
agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 



  

Page 77 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
  

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex E 

 

   

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA007 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

climate 
change 

proposal/ application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is adjacent to FRZ2 & 3. 

10.2 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is near an area at medium risk from 
surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknow
n until 
HRA 
complet
ed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Site is within a Minerals Safeguard Area. 
Protected species have been recorded on the 
site and is adjacent to a County Wildlife Area. 
Development of this site may be within a 20km 
zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a HRA 
will be required.  

11.2 - 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development likely to have a detrimental 
impact on either NNRs, LoWS, LNRs, CWS or 
ancient woodland  

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site approx. 82m from Grade II listed building 
Rutters Farmhouse. 
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LA007 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

l importance 
and their 
settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 - 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is poorly related to the existing 
development limit 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site offers adequate relationship to wider 
transport networks as the site is located within 
4km of the slip road to access the A14, and 
within 7km of the Ipswich railway station. 
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movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The Street is near capacity during the PM 
peak hour however this issue can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and is relatively well related to the wider 
transport network being located 4km from the slip road to access the A14 and 7km from the 
Ipswich train station. However, the site is poorly related the existing development limit. Proposals 
should consider the effects on landscape as the site is currently neighboured by agricultural land 
on all sides. The site is also adjacent to Flood Risk Zones 2 & 3 and is at a medium risk from 
surface water flooding. The site is within 100m from nearest water source and within Groundwater 
Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone are uncertain and 
dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. These areas can be avoided on-site through an 
effective layout and also the incorporation of SuDS within the development. The site is grade 2 
agricultural land therefore development would result in the loss of valuable agricultural land. The 
site is within close proximity to heritage assets therefore proposals should consider the impacts 
on the historic environment. 
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Parish: Copdock and Washbrook 

Proposed Use: Residential  

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA008 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
A section of the site (north-east corner) is 
currently an allotments area.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site approx. 160m from Copdock Primary 
School. Some core services and facilities are 
available within 800m/10 minutes walking 
distance of the site (such as a primary school, 
bus stops and employment sites).  There is an 
existing footpath along London Road. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

Table 15: Site LA008 
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Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 
of the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 
of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
consultation site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is grade 2 & 3 agricultural land so 
development will result in a partial loss of 
valuable agricultural land  

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 
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Qu. 

LA008 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
proposal/ application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water 
flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No biodiversity or geodiversity constraints, 
however site within RAMS 13km RAMS zone 
therefore contributions will be sort.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland as it’s suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site is within approx. 50m from Grade II listed 
buildings Tudor Cottage, Cherry Cottage 
Cherry Orchard, Belldown and Chelmesis 
Gainsborough Inglenook.  
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archaeologica
l importance 
and their 
settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Medium sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site offers good relationship to wider 
transport networks as the site is located within 
2km of the A12 and A14.  Ipswich railway 
station is also within 8km of the site. 
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movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and is well connected to the wider transport 
network via the A12 and A14 and is approximately 8km from Ipswich train station. A part of the 
site is currently an allotments area, so proposals should seek to avoid this area through an 
effective layout. The site is within a 13km RAMS zone therefore contributions may need to be 
collected. Proposals should also consider the impacts development would have on the several 
listed buildings surrounding the site through effective design / layout. The site is within 
Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. The site is within close proximity to 
heritage assets therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. 
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Parish: Copdock and Washbrook 

Proposed Use: Residential 

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA009 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
long 
term 

Permanent 
Development of the site would not result in the 
loss of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short-
long 
term 

Permanent Only bus stops are available within 800m of 
the site. The local primary school is 
approximately 2km away from the site. There 
are other core services available in Capel St 
Mary (approx.3.5 km away) and in Ipswich 
(approx.6 km away).  

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short-
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short-
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest employment 
area 

3.2 ? 

Short-
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 4.1 N/A N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 

quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 

Table 16: Site LA009 
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Impact Timesc
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Permanence Commentary 

requirements 
of the whole 
community 

of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short-
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 100m from nearest water source  

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short-
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 - 

Short-
long 
term 

Permanent The site is grade 2 agricultural land so 
development would result in the loss of 
valuable agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
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climate 
change 

proposal/ application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short-
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1  

10.2 + 

Short-
long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water 
flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Short-
long 
term 

Permanent No biodiversity or geodiversity constraints, 
however site is within RAMS 13km ZOI 
therefore contributions will be sort. Ancient 
Woodlands and county Wildlife Sites east of 
the A12.  

11.2 + 
Short-
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland as it’s suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 

12.1 + 

Short-
long 
term 

Permanent 
Proposed site lies adjacent the line of a 
Roman Road.  
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA009 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

archaeologica
l importance 
and their 
settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short-
long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short-
long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 

16.1 + 

Short-
long 
term 

Permanent The site offers good relationship to wider 
transport networks as the site is located within 
2km of the A12 and A14.  Ipswich railway 
station is also within 8km of the site. 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA009 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.2 + 

Short-
long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential use and is well connected to the wider transport network via 
the A12 and A14 and is approximately 8km from Ipswich railway station. The site is within a 
RAMS 13km ZOI and so contributions will need to be collected. There are also Ancient Woodland 
and County Wildlife Sites to the east of the A12; however development is unlikely to impact due to 
being suitably distanced. The site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The 
implications of development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. The site is grade 2 agricultural land therefore development would result in the 
loss of valuable agricultural land.  
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Parish: Great Blakenham 

Proposed Use: Residential  

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA010 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Public rights of way passes through the site.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Average access to core services and facilities. 
Employment area and bus stops within 
800m/10 minutes walking distance of the site 
(with peak-time services to Stowmarket and 
Ipswich). These are accessible through 
existing footpaths.   

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 4.1 N/A N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 

quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 

Table 17: Site LA010 
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Key 
Qu. 

LA010 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

requirements 
of the whole 
community 

of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage.  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 - 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is grade 2 agricultural land therefore 
development would result in the loss of the 
‘best and most valuable’ land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
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Key 
Qu. 

LA010 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

climate 
change 

proposal/ application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water 
flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknow
n until 
HRA 
complet
ed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of this site may be within a 20km 
zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a HRA 
will be required. 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland as it’s suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica

12.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Development of site will not harm significance 
of heritage asset 
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Qu. 

LA010 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

l importance 
and their 
settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Medium sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
The site offers adequate relationship to wider 
transport networks as the site is located within 
3km of the slip road to access the A14, and 
within 9km of the Ipswich railway station. 
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Permanence Commentary 

and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent B1113 is over capacity during the AM peak 
hour however this can be adequately 
mitigated.  

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has relatively good access to core services. 
The site is also well connected to wider transport networks via the A14 and is 9km from Ipswich 
train station. A PRoW passes through the site which may have to be incorporated into the layout 
of the proposal or otherwise diverted. The site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation 
with relevant bodies. The site is grade 2 agricultural land therefore development would result in 
the loss of valuable agricultural land.  
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Parish: Great Blakenham 

Proposed Use: Residential  

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA011 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Development of the site would not result in the 
loss of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Average access to core services and facilities. 
Bus stops within 800m/10 minutes walking 
distance of the site (with peak-time services to 
Stowmarket and Ipswich). These are 
accessible through existing footpaths.   

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 

quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 
of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 

Table 18: Site LA011 
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LA011 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

of the whole 
community 

criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage.  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is grade 3 agricultural land so 
development will not see the loss of the ‘best 
and most valuable’ agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
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LA011 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

climate 
change 

proposal/ application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is within FRZ1. 

10.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland as it’s suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Development of site will not harm the 
significance of heritage asset 
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Qu. 

LA011 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

and their 
settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is brownfield land 

13.4 + 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 

16.1 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site offers adequate relationship to wider 
transport networks. The site is within 10km of 
the Ipswich and Needham Market railway 
stations and within 2km of the slip road to 
access the A14. 
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and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 
The site is proposed for residential development and has average access to core services. The 
site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this 
zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. 
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Parish: Sproughton 

Proposed Use: Residential  

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA013 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
No formal open space on the land, but wider 
contribution to green network around south-
west Ipswich should be considered.  

1.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site approx. 30m from Include Suffolk 
Independent School. A majority of core 
services and facilities are within the 800m/10 
mins preferred distance 

 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre and wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from main employment 
areas 

3.2 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4.1 N/A N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 

Table 19: Site LA013 
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Key 
Qu. 

LA013 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 
of the whole 
community 

quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 
of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is both grade 2 & 3 agricultural land, 
so development will result in a partial loss of 
the ‘best and most valuable’ agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
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LA013 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

climate 
change 

proposal/ application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water 
flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknow
n until 
HRA 
complet
ed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Protected species identified on site. County 
wildlife site along northern boundary. 
Development of this site may be within a 20km 
zone of a Natura 2000 site therefore a HRA 
will be required.  

11.2 - 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development likely to have detrimental impact 
on any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site adjacent to Chantry Park. Grade II listed 
buildings Red House and Barn approx. 55m 
north of site  
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Qu. 

LA013 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

archaeologica
l importance 
and their 
settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Sproughton offers good relationship to the 
wider transport network via the A14. 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA013 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The A14 and A1214 are at capacity during 
both peak hours however local roads that 
provide access to Ipswich can alleviate 
congestion and are adequate mitigation 
options.  

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and is well connected to core services and 
facilities. The SA Assessment indicates that protected species have been identified on site and 
there is a County Wildlife Site along the northern boundary. Proposals should consider the 
potential impact of development on these at the planning application stage through effective 
buffers and any other recommendations forthcoming from ecological assessment. The site is also 
within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site therefore a project-level HRA would be required. The 
site is within 100m from nearest water source and within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation 
with relevant bodies. 
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Parish: Sproughton 

Proposed Use: Residential 

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA012 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
The site does include an allotment however an 
additional map has been submitted identifying 
an alternative area for allotments of same 
scale adjoining the site.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Access to Public transport, primary school and 
retail facility are within the preferred 800m 
walking distance. The site does include an 
allotment however an additional map has 
been submitted identifying an alternative area 
for allotments of same scale adjacent 

 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre and wireless broadband available 
however cabinet is at full capacity. 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

Table 20: Site LA012 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA012 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 
of the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 
of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA012 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
proposal/ application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water 
flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknow
n until 
HRA 
complet
ed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of the site would not have a 
detrimental impact on any designated site, 
protected species, ecological networks. 
Development of this site may be within a 20km 
zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a HRA 
will be required.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland as it’s suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site adjacent to Grade II listed building The 
Wild Man  
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA012 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 
and their 
settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA012 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Sproughton offers good relationship to the 
wider transport network via the A14. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has relatively good access to core services 
and facilities. The site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of 
development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. 
The site is adjacent to heritage assets forming the historic entranceway to the settlement; 
therefore proposals must consider the impacts development could have on this. Development 
must be sensitive in terms of scale, type, layout and design.  
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Parish: Sproughton 

Proposed Use: Residential  

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA014 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No loss of open space 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Average access to core facilities and services 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 
of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 

Table 21: Site LA014 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA014 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

of the whole 
community 

not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage.  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site within 35m the A14 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 - 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is grade 2 agricultural land so 
development will result in the loss of the ‘best 
and most valuable’ agricultural land within the 
Districts 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
proposal/ application stage. 
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Qu. 

LA014 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site at low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 
and their 
settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Grade II listed building Poplar Farmhouse on 
site.  
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA014 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is mixed-use greenfield and 
brownfield 

13.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is well related to the existing 
settlement boundary. 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site has good network connectivity via the 
A14 and A1214 

16.2 - 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The A14 and A1214 towards Ipswich are over 
capacity at peak times. Limited mitigation 
options are available.  
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travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has good transport network connectivity via 
the A14 and A1214. The site is however within 35m of the A14 therefore air quality management / 
mitigation should be considered in relevant areas. Proposals should also consider the listed 
building on site in terms of scale/type/design to minimise any potential impacts and seek 
enhancements if possible. Development must be sensitive to mitigate any potential harm to the 
heritage asset and a heritage impact assessment will be required. The site is within Groundwater 
Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone are uncertain and 
dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. The site is grade 2 agricultural land therefore 
development is likely to result in a loss of valuable agricultural land.  
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Parish: Sproughton 

Proposed Use: Employment 

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA018 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
PROW within/ along edge of site, however this 
could be maintained with development.  

1.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Located just on the edge of Ipswich, there are 
services (including a supermarket opposite) 
and residential areas nearby 

 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m of Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is proposed for employment use and 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and 
has not been considered in this site 

Table 22: Site LA018 
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Qu. 

LA018 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

of the whole 
community 

assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The site is proposed for employment use and 
this criterion is considered a policy issue and 
has not been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The site is proposed for employment use and 
this criterion is considered a policy issue and 
has not been considered in this site 
assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site within groundwater source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 35m from the A14 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Mix of Grade 3 agricultural, urban and non-
agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
proposal/ application stage. 
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Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 - 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ2 & FRZ3 

10.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low/ low risk of surface water 
flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknow
n until 
planning 
applicati
on stage 

Unknown until 
planning 
application stage 

Protected species/habitat on site. Impact 
would require assessment and depend on 
proposed development.  

11.2 - 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development likely to have a detrimental 
impact on a NNR, LoWS, LNR, CWS or 
ancient woodland 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Development of site will not harm the 
significance of heritage asset 
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Qu. 

LA018 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

and their 
settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The sites is currently brownfield land 

13.4 + 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for employment use. 

14.2 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land 

14.3 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for employment use in a rural 
area / the countryside (as defined) within or 
adjacent to existing development boundaries 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a non-retail employment 
use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a non-leisure employment 
use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a non-office based 
employment use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is just off the A14 with dedicated 
junction/roundabouts etc 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA018 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.2 - 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The A14 is over capacity during both peak 
times with few mitigation options available.  

Commentary 

The site is proposed for employment development and is well related to the wider transport 
network via the A14. The site is within 35m of the A14 and so air quality issues would have to be 
mitigated. The site is within FRZ2 & FRZ3 however there is potential for avoidance through site 
design / layout. Development is likely to have a detrimental impact on a NNR, LoWS, LNR, CWS 
or ancient woodland. The SA assessment also indicates that there are protected habitats on site 
and so proposals should consider assessing the impacts from proposed development on these 
through ecological assessment if required through Policy adherence at the planning application 
stage. The site is within 100m from nearest water source and within Groundwater Source 
Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone are uncertain and dependant 
on consultation with relevant bodies. 
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Parish: Sproughton 

Proposed Use: Residential  

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA013 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
No formal open space on the land, but wider 
contribution to green network around south-
west Ipswich should be considered.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Greater than 800m to many facilities, but bus 
route available via Hadleigh Road. New 
primary school site also to be provided on 
nearby site to the south-west Scale of site 
would likely provide opportunity for on-site 
provisions. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise 
Zone 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 4.1 N/A N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 

quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 

Table 23: Site LA013 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA013 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

requirements 
of the whole 
community 

of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation Site is within groundwater source protection 

zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
The site is Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land, so 
development would result in the partial loss of 
valuable agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA013 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

climate 
change 

proposal/ application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
The site is within FRZ1. 

10.2 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site is predominately at very low risk from 
surface water flooding however area at high 
risk of flooding is on site 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland as it’s suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site adjacent to Grade II listed building 
Springvale, Grade II listed Red House and the 
barn approx. 20m south east of Red House.  
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA013 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

and their 
settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 - 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
TPOs T4, T3, T2 & T1 on site 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 - 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside the existing development 
limit 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Sproughton offers good relationship to the 
wider transport network via the A14. 



  

Page 124 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
  

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex E 

 

   

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA013 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
The A14 Sproughton Road (J54) on-slip 
merge southbound in nearing capacity during 
peak hours. However, there are adequate 
mitigation options. 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has a good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14. The site is outside the existing settlement boundary. There are 
several TPOs on site however there is potential for these to be incorporated within the 
development. The site is within close proximity to heritage assets therefore proposals should 
consider the impacts on the historic environment.The site is within 100m from nearest water 
source and within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within 
this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. 
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Parish: Wherstead 

Proposed Use: Residential  

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA016 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
long 
term 

 

Permanent 
Development of the site would not result in the 
loss of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short-
long 
term 

 

Permanent Average access to core services and facilities. 
There are bus stops, and a convenience store 
within 800m/10 minutes walking distance of 
the site.  These are accessible through 
existing footpaths. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 

Short-
long 
term 

 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 

3.1 + 

Short-
long 
term 

 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

Table 24: Site LA016 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA016 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

access to jobs 
and services 

3.2 + 

Short-
long 
term 

 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise 
Zone 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 
of the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 
of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 

Short-
long 
term 

 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
long 
term 

 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
long 
term 

 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA016 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 

Short-
long 
term 

 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
proposal/ application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 - 

Short-
long 
term 

 

Permanent Site within FRZ2 & FRZ3 

10.2 ? 

Short-
long 
term 

 

Permanent Site at low risk from surface water flooding 
however abuts area at high risk of flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 

Short-
long 
term 

 

Permanent Site not within an IRZ 

11.2 - 

Short-
long 
term 

 

Permanent Development likely to have detrimental impact 
on NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA016 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

11.4 + 

Short-
long 
term 

 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 
and their 
settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
long 
term 

 

Permanent 
Site is approx. 60m from Grade II listed 
buildings Nos 1 and 2 Bourn Hall and approx. 
27m from Grade II listed Ostrich Inn.  

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short-
long 
term 

 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
long 
term 

 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
long 
term 

 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA016 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

throughout 
the plan area 14.3 0 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short-
long 
term 

 

Permanent 
Wherstead has a good relationship to the 
wider transport network via the A137 and the 
A14. There is also the Ipswich railway station 
within approx. 5km of the settlement. 

16.2 + 

Short-
long 
term 

 

Permanent The A14 is near capacity during both peak 
hours however this can be adequately 
mitigated.  

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and is well connected to the wider transport 
network via the A137 and A14. The site is within FRZ2 & FRZ3 however flood risks can be 
avoided through an effective site layout. The site is within 100m from nearest water source and 
within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. Proposals should consider the 
impact development would have on the sensitive nature of the landscape and the setting of listed 
buildings near the site. The site is within close proximity to heritage assets therefore proposals 
should consider the impacts on the historic environment. A heritage impact assessment will be 
required with any application. Proposals must consider the impacts development would have on a 
NNR, LoWS, LNR, CWS or ancient woodland 
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Parish: Wherstead 

Proposed Use: Employment 

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA101 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
PROW within site, however this could be 
maintained with development. Small area of 
Open Space in eastern part of site. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Located just on the edge of Ipswich, there are 
services and residential areas to the north of 
the site 

 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise 
Zone 

Table 25: Site LA101 
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LA101 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 
of the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The site is proposed for employment use and 
this criterion is considered a policy issue and 
has not been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The site is proposed for employment use and 
this criterion is considered a policy issue and 
has not been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The site is proposed for employment use and 
this criterion is considered a policy issue and 
has not been considered in this site 
assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation Site is within groundwater source protection 

zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
The site is within 35m of the A14 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 - 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is grade 2 agricultural land so 
development will result in the loss of the ‘best 
and most valuable’ agricultural land within the 
Districts 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 
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9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
proposal/ application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site adjacent to 6 Grade II listed buildings  
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Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

and their 
settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is employment land. 

13.4 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Impact will depend on scale/type of 
employment proposals.  

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for employment use. 

14.2 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land 

14.3 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for employment use in a rural 
area / the countryside (as defined) within or 
adjacent to existing development boundaries 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a non-retail employment 
use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a non-leisure employment 
use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a non-office based 
employment use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 

16.1 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site located on/around A14 J56 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA101 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
The A14 is near capacity during both peak 
hours however this can be adequately 
mitigated.  

Commentary 

The site is proposed for employment use and has an adequate relationship with the wider 
transport network via the A14. The PRoW on site could be maintained within the development or 
otherwise diverted. Due to several listed buildings being adjacent to the site, proposals should 
consider the impacts development would have on these at the planning application stage with the 
submission of a heritage impact assessment.  The site is within 35m of the A14 therefore air 
quality management / mitigation should be considered in relevant areas. The site is grade 2 
agricultural land therefore development would result in the loss of valuable agricultural land. The 
site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this 
zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. 
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5. Alternative Sites 
5.1 Alternative Sites in Market Towns and Urban Areas 

Parish: Copdock and Washbrook 

Site: Land west of London Road 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT06 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the 
loss of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Bus stops accessible within 800m. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

Table 26:ALT06 



  

Page 137 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
  

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex E 

 

   

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT06 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 
of the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 
of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 - 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Grade 2 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT06 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
proposal/ application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 - 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ2 & 3 

10.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknow
n until 
HRA 
complet
ed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of the site may be within a 20km 
zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a HRA 
will be required.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland as it is suitably distanced. 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site adjacent to Grade II listed buildings 
Woodsend and No. 1 Woodsend.  
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT06 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

l importance 
and their 
settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site. 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site offers good relationship to wider 
transport networks. 

16.2 + Short- 
long 

Permanent The A12 and A14 are over capacity at both 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT06 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

term peak times; however, this can be suitably 
mitigated.  

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has a good relationship to the wider 
transport network. The site is adjacent to heritage assets therefore a heritage impact assessment 
will be required with any application. The site is also within FRZs 2 & 3; however flood risk can be 
mitigated through the incorporation of SUDS within the development.The site is within 100m from 
nearest water source and within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development 
within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies.  The site is grade 2 
agricultural land therefore development would result in the loss of valuable agricultural land. 

 

Parish: Hadleigh 

Site: Land east of Frog Hall Lane 

SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT07 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve the 
health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result 
in the loss of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site 240m from Hadleigh Secondary 
School, 797m from Hadleigh Primary 
School 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.2 N/A 
N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 

consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 

Table 27:ALT07 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT07 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.3 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by 
December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local 
Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable housing 
and a mixture of dwelling types and 
tenures; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable 
housing; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be 
appropriate; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issues and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality and 
resources 

5.1 ? Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water 
source 

5.2 + N/A N/A Site is not within groundwater source 
protection zone 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible improve 
air quality and 

6.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT07 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

reduce noise 
pollution 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural and partial urban 
land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can 
be neutralised through ensuring 
appropriate areas are incorporated into 
developments for refuse storage to 
maximise recycling, however this 
criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of 
information available to assess all sites 
against this objective – would only be 
known at the proposal/ application 
stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability and 
increase 
resilience to 
extreme weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be caused 
by climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1  

10.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk of surface water 
flooding 

11. To conserve 
and enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
completed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

There are no biodiversity or geodiversity 
issues within the site. Development of 
this site may be within a 20km zone of a 
Natura 2000 site, therefore a HRA will 
be required.  

11.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact 
on any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or 
ancient woodland as it is suitably 
distanced. 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT07 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

11.4 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being 
suitably distanced.  

12. To conserve 
and where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development on site will not harm the 
significance of a heritage site 

13. To conserve 
and enhance the 
quality and local 
distinctiveness of 
landscapes and 
townscapes 

13.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is well related to the existing 
settlement boundary.   

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential 
development and unlikely to create 
additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land, therefore there would be no loss of 
such land. 

14.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land and is proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient patterns 

16.1 0 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site offers adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A1071 and the 
A1141. 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT07 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

of movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of travel 
in support of 
economic growth 

16.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues 
can be adequately mitigated.   

Commentary 
The site is proposed for residential development and has an adequate relationship to the 
wider transport network. The site is within 100m of the nearest water source. 

 

Parish: Hadleigh 

Site: Land to the north east of Pond Hall Lane 

SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT08 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve the 
health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result 
in the loss of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site approx. 435m from Hadleigh 
Secondary School. Access to Public 
transport, the Hadleigh High school are 
within the preferred 800m walking 
distance 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ related 
to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ related 
to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 

Table 28:ALT08 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT08 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 1000m from nearest Local 
Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing and a 
mixture of dwelling types and tenures; 
however, this criterion is considered a 
policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing; 
however, this criterion is considered a 
policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be 
appropriate; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issues and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality and 
resources 

5.1 ? Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water 
source 

5.2 - Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within groundwater source 
protection zone 2 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible improve 
air quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT08 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can 
be neutralised through ensuring 
appropriate areas are incorporated into 
developments for refuse storage to 
maximise recycling, however this 
criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of 
information available to assess all sites 
against this objective – would only be 
known at the proposal/ application 
stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability and 
increase 
resilience to 
extreme weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be caused 
by climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1  

10.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk of surface water 
flooding 

11. To conserve 
and enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + Short-long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ  

11.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact 
on any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or 
ancient woodland as it is suitably 
distanced. 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ related 
to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being 
suitably distanced.  

12. To conserve 
and where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 

12.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm 
significance of heritage asset 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT08 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

13. To conserve 
and enhance the 
quality and local 
distinctiveness of 
landscapes and 
townscapes 

13.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is within the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential 
development and unlikely to create 
additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land, therefore there would be no loss of 
such land. 

14.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land and is proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient patterns 
of movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of travel 
in support of 
economic growth 

16.1 0 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site offers adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A1071 and the 
A1141. 

16.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues 
can be adequately mitigated.   

Commentary 
The site is proposed for residential development and has an adequate relationship to the 
wider transport network via the A1071 and A1141. The site is within groundwater source 
protection zone 2 and is within 100m from the nearest water source, however any flood risks 
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ALT08 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

can be mitigated through the effective layout and design of development within the site and, if 
required, the incorporation of flood mitigation features such as SuDS.  

 

Parish: Hadleigh 

Site: Land west of Aldham Mill Hill and east of Gallows Hill 

SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT09 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve the 
health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result 
in the loss of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Public transport, retail services and 
primary school are all within the 800m/ 
10min preferred walking distance 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ related 
to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ related 
to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 
2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local 
Enterprise Zone 

Table 29:ALT09 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT09 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing and a 
mixture of dwelling types and tenures; 
however, this criterion is considered a 
policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing; 
however, this criterion is considered a 
policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be 
appropriate; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issues and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality and 
resources 

5.1 ? Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water 
source 

5.2 + Short-long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source 
protection zone. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible improve 
air quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site within 35m of the A1071 

6.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can 
be neutralised through ensuring 
appropriate areas are incorporated into 
developments for refuse storage to 
maximise recycling, however this 
criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT09 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of 
information available to assess all sites 
against this objective – would only be 
known at the proposal/ application 
stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability and 
increase 
resilience to 
extreme weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be caused 
by climate 
change 

10.1 - 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ2 & FRZ3 

10.2 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface 
water flooding however borders area at 
medium/ high risk of flooding 

11. To conserve 
and enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Unknown 
until HRA 
completed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of the site may be within a 
20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, 
therefore a HRA will be required.  

11.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact 
on any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or 
ancient woodland as it is suitably 
distanced. 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ related 
to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being 
suitably distanced.  

12. To conserve 
and where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm the 
significance of a heritage asset 

13.1 + Short- long Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT09 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

13. To conserve 
and enhance the 
quality and local 
distinctiveness of 
landscapes and 
townscapes 

term 

13.2 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is within the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential 
development and unlikely to create 
additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land, therefore there would be no loss of 
such land. 

14.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land and is proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient patterns 
of movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of travel 
in support of 
economic growth 

16.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Hadleigh has a good relationship to the 
wider transport network via the A1071 and 
the A1141. 

16.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues 
can be adequately mitigated.   

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential use as is well connected to the wider transport network via 
the A1071 and the A1141. The site is within 100m of the nearest water source and within 
FRZ2 & FRZ3, however any flood risk can be mitigated through the effective layout and 
design of development or, if required, the implementation of SuDS within the site. The site is 
also within 35m of the A1071, therefore air quality management must be considered as a 
likely increase in traffic is generated through development. Development of the site may be 
within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a HRA will be required. 
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Parish: Hadleigh 

Site: Land north of Red Hill Road/Malyon Road 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT10 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the 
loss of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Access to Public transport, employment land and 
primary school  are within the preferred 800m 
walking distance 

 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest Local 
Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 
of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

Table 30:ALT10 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT10 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

of the whole 
community 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 - 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 2.  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
proposal/ application stage. 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT10 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknow
n until 
HRA 
complet
ed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of the site may be within a 20km zone 
of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a HRA will be 
required. Protected species have been identified on 
the site. 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland as it is suitably distanced. 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 
and their 
settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Development of site will not harm significance 
of heritage asset 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT10 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site. 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Hadleigh has a good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A1071 and the A1141. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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Key 
Qu. 

ALT10 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

support of 
economic 
growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has a good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A1071 and A1141. The site is within 100m of the nearest water source 
and is also located within groundwater source protection zone 2; the impacts of this are unknown 
prior to consultation with the relevant bodies. Development of this site may be within a 20km zone 
of a Natura 2000 site therefore an HRA is required 

 

Parish:Hadleigh 

Site: Land south-east of Benton Street 

SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT11 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve the 
health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result 
in the loss of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site approx. 420m from Hadleigh 
Primary School, 755m from Hadleigh 
Health Centre, 740m from Hadleigh 
Secondary School 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.3 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by 

Table 31:ALT11 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT11 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within1000m from Local 
Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable housing 
and a mixture of dwelling types and 
tenures; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable 
housing; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be 
appropriate; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issues and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality and 
resources 

5.1 ? Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water 
source 

5.2 - Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within Groundwater source 
protection zone 2 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible improve 
air quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is urban land 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT11 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can 
be neutralised through ensuring 
appropriate areas are incorporated into 
developments for refuse storage to 
maximise recycling, however this 
criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of 
information available to assess all sites 
against this objective – would only be 
known at the proposal/ application 
stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability and 
increase 
resilience to 
extreme weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be caused 
by climate 
change 

10.1 - 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ2 & FRZ3  

10.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk of surface water 
flooding 

11. To conserve 
and enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
completed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

There are no biodiversity or geodiversity 
issues within the site. Development of 
this site may be within a 20km zone of a 
Natura 2000 site therefore a HRA will 
be required.  

11.2 - 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would have an impact on 
a NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or 
ancient woodland  

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

11.4 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being 
suitably distanced.  

12. To conserve 
and where 
appropriate 

12.1 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Hadleigh conservation 
area therefore proposals must consider 
the impacts the scale and type of 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT11 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

development would have on the historic 
environment 

13. To conserve 
and enhance the 
quality and local 
distinctiveness of 
landscapes and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? Short- long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is within the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential 
development and unlikely to create 
additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land, therefore there would be no loss of 
such land. 

14.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land and is proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient patterns 
of movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of travel 
in support of 
economic growth 

16.1 0 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site offers adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A1071 and the 
A1141. 

16.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent A14 is over capacity during the AM 
peak hour however this issue can be 
adequately mitigated.  
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Key 
Qu. 

ALT11 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development. The site is within 100m of the nearest water 
source and within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 2. The implications of development 
within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. The site is 
within FRZ2 & FRZ3, however flood risks may be mitigated through the effective layout and 
design of development within the site or, if required, through the incorporation of flood 
mitigation features such as SuDS. Development of this site may be within a 20km zone of a 
Natura 2000 site therefore a HRA will be required. Development would be likely to have an 
impact on a NNR, LNR, LoWS, CWS or ancient woodland therefore proposals must consider 
the scale and type of development to mitigate against impacts. The site is adjacent to the 
Hadleigh Conservation Area and has medium/high sensitivity to change; therefore proposals 
must consider the impact of development on the historic environment. 

 

Parish: Hadleigh 

Site: Angel Court, Angel Street 

SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT12 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve the 
health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result 
in the loss of open space. 

1.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site approx. 470m from St. Mary’s 
Primary School, 315m from Hadleigh 
Health Centre. A majority of the core 
services are within the 800m / 10mins 
preferred walking distance 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

Table 32:ALT12 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT12 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

2.3 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by 
December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local 
Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable housing 
and a mixture of dwelling types and 
tenures; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable 
housing; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be 
appropriate; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issues and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality and 
resources 

5.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 100m from nearest water 
source 

5.2 - Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within groundwater source 
protection zone 2 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible improve 
air quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 



  

Page 162 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
  

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex E 

 

   

 

SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT12 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is urban land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can 
be neutralised through ensuring 
appropriate areas are incorporated into 
developments for refuse storage to 
maximise recycling, however this 
criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of 
information available to assess all sites 
against this objective – would only be 
known at the proposal/ application 
stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability and 
increase 
resilience to 
extreme weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be caused 
by climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1  

10.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk of surface water 
flooding 

11. To conserve 
and enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Unknown 
until HRA 
completed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of this site may be within 
a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site 
therefore a HRA will be required.  

11.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact 
on any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or 
ancient woodland as it is suitably 
distanced. 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

11.4 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being 
suitably distanced.  
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Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

12. To conserve 
and where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Uncertain Uncertain Site within Hadleigh conservation area 
and adjacent to listed buildings 
Proposals would need to consider the 
impacts on the historic environment.  

13. To conserve 
and enhance the 
quality and local 
distinctiveness of 
landscapes and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? Short- long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site is Brownfield land 

13.4 + Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is within the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential 
development and unlikely to create 
additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land, therefore there would be no loss of 
such land. 

14.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land and is proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient patterns 
of movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of travel 

16.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Hadleigh has a good relationship to the 
wider transport network via the A1071 and 
the A1141. 

16.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues 
can be adequately mitigated.   
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in support of 
economic growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development. Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 2. The implications of development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on 
consultation with relevant bodies.The site is within Hadleigh Conservation Area and adjacent 
to listed buildings therefore proposals must consider impacts on the historic environment. 
Development of this site may be within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site therefore a HRA 
will be required. 

 

Parish:Sproughton  

Site: Land east of Loraine Way 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT13 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the 
loss of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Access to Public transport, employment land and 
primary school  are within the preferred 800m 
walking distance 

 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

Table 33:ALT13 
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Impact Timesc
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Permanence Commentary 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise 
Zone 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 
of the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 
of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. 

 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 7.1 + Short- 

long 
Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT13 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

and mineral 
resources 

term 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
proposal/ application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 - 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ2 & 3. 

10.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water 
flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknow
n until 
HRA 
complet
ed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

County wildlife site along northern boundary. 
Site is within RAMS 13km ZOI therefore 
contributions will be sort.  

11.2 - 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development likely to impact on NNRs, 
LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland. 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced.  
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Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 
and their 
settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site adjacent to 10 grade II listed buildings 
therefore proposals must consider the impacts 
the scale and type of development would have 
on the historic environment 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 - 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent TPO on site. 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 
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Impact Timesc
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Permanence Commentary 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Sproughton offers good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The B1067 is near capacity during the AM 
peak hour and Somersham Road is over 
capacity. During the PM peak, Somersham 
Road is near capacity however the B1033 is 
an adequate mitigation option as it does not 
experience capacity issues during either peak 
hours.  

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has a good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14. Development would also be likely to have an impact on a County 
Wildlife Site therefore proposals must consider the scale and type of development, as well as this, 
there is a TPO on site, which should be retained within any development going forward. The site 
will require a Heritage Impact Assessment and proposals must consider scale/ design and layout 
due to its proximity to listed buildings. The site is also within FRZs 2 & 3; flood risk should be 
avoided through effective site layout. The site is within 100m from nearest water source and within 
Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. 

 

Parish: Sudbury 

Site: Land south of Davidson Close 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT14 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 

1.1 0 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the 
loss of open space. 

Table 34:ALT14 
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overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Access to Public transport, schools and 
employment opportunities are all within the 
preferred 800m walking distance 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 
of the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 
of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 
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water quality 
and resources 

5.2 - 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 1.  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
proposal/ application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1. 

10.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water 
flooding 
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11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknow
n until 
HRA 
complet
ed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of this would be within a 20km zone 
of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 
and their 
settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Listed building on site, potential harm to the 
significance of heritage asset identified, 
therefore proposals should consider the 
impacts the scale and type of development 
would have on the historic environment. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ High sensitivity to change 

13.2 - 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent TPO on site. 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + Short- 
Long 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 
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term 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Great Cornard offers good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A134 and the A131. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The B1067 is near capacity during the AM 
peak hour and Somersham Road is over 
capacity. During the PM peak, Somersham 
Road is near capacity however the B1033 is 
an adequate mitigation option as it does not 
experience capacity issues during either peak 
hours.  

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has a good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A134 and A131. A TPO can be found on the site, and should be 
incorporated into any development going forward. The site contains heritage assets therefore 
proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. The site is also within 100m of 
a water source and is located within groundwater source protection zone 1; the impacts of this are 
unknown prior to further consultation. A project-level HRA may be required to determine whether 
the site is within the 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site and to assess any impacts development 
would have. 
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Parish: Sudbury  

Site: Land west of Ballingdon Hill and south of Sandy Lane 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT15 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the 
loss of open space. 

1.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Good access to core services and facilities.  There 
is a primary school, retail shops, employment 
opportunities and bus stops within 800m / 10 min 
walk from the site.  These services are accessible 
from existing footpaths along Ballingdon Hill. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise 
Zone 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 
of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

Table 35:ALT15 
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of the whole 
community 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 3. Effects from this type of development 
are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
proposal/ application stage. 
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10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water 
flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknow
n until 
HRA 
complet
ed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of this site may be within a 20km 
zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a HRA 
will be required. 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 
and their 
settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site adjacent to listed buildings and 
conservation area. Proposals would need to 
consider the impacts on the historic 
environment. 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT15 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Medium/High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site offers good relationship to wider transport 
networks. The A131 and the A134 run through the 
settlement. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT15 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

support of 
economic 
growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has a good relationship to wider transport 
networks as the A131 and A134 run through the settlement. The site is within close proximity to 
heritage assets therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. It is 
also within groundwater source protection zone 3; however, the implications of this are unknown 
prior to consultation. The site is also greenfield land as well as being within 100m of the nearest 
water source; adequate flood measures should be taken into account prior to development taking 
place. A project-level HRA may be required to determine whether the site is within the 20km zone 
of a Natura 2000 site and to assess any impacts development would have. 

 

Parish: Sudbury 

Site: Land north of Newton Road 

SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT16 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve the 
health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result 
in the loss of open space. 

1.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Four or more core services within 800m 
of the site:  local employment 
opportunities, primary school, 
supermarket, and bus stops.  These are 
accessible through existing footpaths to 
and from the site.  There is also an 
existing footpath and cycle link.  

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.2 N/A 
N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 

consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 

Table 36:ALT16 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT16 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.3 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by 
December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local 
Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable housing 
and a mixture of dwelling types and 
tenures; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable 
housing; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be 
appropriate; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issues and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality and 
resources 

5.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water 
source 

5.2 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source 
protection zone.  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible improve 
air quality and 

6.1 - Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 35m of the A134 

6.2 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT16 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

reduce noise 
pollution 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is urban land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can 
be neutralised through ensuring 
appropriate areas are incorporated into 
developments for refuse storage to 
maximise recycling, however this 
criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of 
information available to assess all sites 
against this objective – would only be 
known at the proposal/ application 
stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability and 
increase 
resilience to 
extreme weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be caused 
by climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1  

10.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk of surface water 
flooding 

11. To conserve 
and enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Unknown 
until HRA 
completed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of the site may be within a 
20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, 
therefore a HRA will be required.  

11.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact 
on any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or 
ancient woodland as it is suitably 
distanced. 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

11.4 + Short- long Permanent Development would not have an impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT16 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

term Geomorphological Sites due to being 
suitably distanced.  

12. To conserve 
and where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm 
significance of heritage asset 

13. To conserve 
and enhance the 
quality and local 
distinctiveness of 
landscapes and 
townscapes 

13.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would have a 
neutral impact on the townscape.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential 
development and unlikely to create 
additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land, therefore there would be no loss of 
such land. 

14.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land and is proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient patterns 

16.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site offers good relationship to wider 
transport networks. The A131 and the A134 
run through the settlement. 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT16 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

of movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of travel 
in support of 
economic growth 

16.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues 
can be mitigated.  

Commentary 
The site is proposed for residential development. The site is within 35m of the A134 therefore 
air quality management / mitigation should be considered in relevant areas. 

 

Parish: Sproughton 

Land north of Sproughton Road Sproughton 

SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT17 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve the 
health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent 
Development of the site would not 
result in the loss of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent 
Site approx. 345m from Sproughton 
Primary School 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.3 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available 
or underway to be completed by 

Table 37:ALT17 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT17 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local 
Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable 
housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue 
and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable 
housing; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be 
appropriate; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issues and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality and 
resources 

5.1 ? Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest water 
source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultation 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site within groundwater source 
protection zone 3. Effects from this 
type of development are uncertain at 
this stage and can be addressed at the 
planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible improve 
air quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 35m of A14 

6.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT17 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation 
can be neutralised through ensuring 
appropriate areas are incorporated into 
developments for refuse storage to 
maximise recycling, however this 
criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of 
information available to assess all sites 
against this objective – would only be 
known at the proposal/ application 
stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability and 
increase 
resilience to 
extreme weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be caused 
by climate 
change 

10.1 - 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ2 & FRZ3  

10.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface 
water flooding 

11. To conserve 
and enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + Short- long 
term 

Short- long 
term 

Site is not within an IRZ    

11.2 - 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or 
ancient woodland  

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

11.4 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an 
impact on any Regionally Important 
Geological/ Geomorphological Sites 
due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To conserve 
and where 12.1 ? 

Unknown until 
planning 

Unknown until 
planning Site adjacent to Grade II listed building 
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Key 
Qu. 

ALT17 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

application 
stage 

application 
stage 

therefore proposals should consider 
the scale/ type of proposals on the 
historic environment. 

13. To conserve 
and enhance the 
quality and local 
distinctiveness of 
landscapes and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? Short- long 
term 

Permanent Medium/High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is within the existing 
development limit 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential 
development and unlikely to create 
additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land, therefore there would be no loss 
of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land and is proposed for residential 
use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential 
use. 

15.2 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential 
use. 

15.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential 
use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient patterns 
of movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of travel 

16.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site close to A14 

16.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues 
can be adequately mitigated 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT17 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

in support of 
economic growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development. The site is within FRZ2 & FRZ3, however 
flood risks can be mitigated through the incorporation of SUDS. The site is within 100m from 
nearest water source and within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of 
development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant 
bodies. The site is within 35m of the A14 therefore air quality issues must be considered to 
ensure there is no decline in air quality from an increase in traffic generated. Development 
likely to have an impact on a NNR, LoWS, LNR, CWS or ancient woodland therefore an HRA 
is required. The site is within close proximity to heritage assets therefore proposals should 
consider the impacts on the historic environment. 

 

 

Parish: Sproughton 

Land to the west of Hadleigh Road 

SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT18 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve the 
health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent 
Development of the site would not 
result in the loss of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent 
Access to Public transport and 
employment land are within the 
preferred 800m walking distance 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

Table 38:ALT18 
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Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

2.3 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available 
or underway to be completed by 
December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 1000m from Local 
Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable 
housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue 
and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable 
housing; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be 
appropriate; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issues and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality and 
resources 

5.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water 
source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultation 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site within groundwater source 
protection zone 3. Effects from this 
type of development are uncertain at 
this stage and can be addressed at the 
planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible improve 

6.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 
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Key 
Qu. 

ALT18 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

air quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 

7.1 - 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Grade 2 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation 
can be neutralised through ensuring 
appropriate areas are incorporated into 
developments for refuse storage to 
maximise recycling, however this 
criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of 
information available to assess all sites 
against this objective – would only be 
known at the proposal/ application 
stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability and 
increase 
resilience to 
extreme weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be caused 
by climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1  

10.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface 
water flooding 

11. To conserve 
and enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + Short- long 
term 

Short- long 
term 

Site is not within an IRZ    

11.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an 
impact on any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, 
CWS or ancient woodland due to 
being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

11.4 + Short- long Permanent Development would not have an 
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Qu. 

ALT18 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

term impact on any Regionally Important 
Geological/ Geomorphological Sites 
due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To conserve 
and where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Unknown until 
planning 
application 
stage 

Unknown until 
planning 
application 
stage 

Site adjacent to Grade II listed building 
therefore proposals should consider 
the scale/ type of development and 
impact on the historic environment. 

13. To conserve 
and enhance the 
quality and local 
distinctiveness of 
landscapes and 
townscapes 

13.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Medium/Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is within the existing 
development limit 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential 
development and unlikely to create 
additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land, therefore there would be no loss 
of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land and is proposed for residential 
use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential 
use. 

15.2 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential 
use. 

15.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential 
use. 

16. To 
encourage 16.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent 
Site has good access to the wider 
transport network via the A14 and the 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT18 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

efficient patterns 
of movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of travel 
in support of 
economic growth 

A1214 

16.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues 
can be adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development. The site is grade 2 agricultural land therefore 
development would result in the loss of valuable agricultural land. The site is within 100m from 
nearest water source and within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of 
development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant 
bodies.The site is adjacent to a listed building therefore proposals should consider the 
scale/type of development and impact on the historic environment. 

 

Parish: Sudbury  

Site: Elm Road/Chilton Lodge Road 

SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT19 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve the 
health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result 
in the loss of open space. 

1.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Four or more core services within 800m of 
the site:  local employment opportunities, 
primary school, supermarket, and bus stops.  
These are accessible through existing 
footpaths to and from the site. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 

Table 39:ALT19 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT19 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

together. 

2.3 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by 
December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local 
Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable housing 
and a mixture of dwelling types and 
tenures; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable 
housing; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be 
appropriate; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issues and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality and 
resources 

5.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water 
source 

5.2 - 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site is within Groundwater Source 
Protection Zone 2. The implications of 
development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on 
consultation with relevant bodies. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 6.1 + Short- long 

term 
Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 

reservation or centre of main A Road 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT19 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

possible improve 
air quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is urban land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can 
be neutralised through ensuring 
appropriate areas are incorporated into 
developments for refuse storage to 
maximise recycling, however this 
criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of 
information available to assess all sites 
against this objective – would only be 
known at the proposal/ application 
stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability and 
increase 
resilience to 
extreme weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be caused 
by climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1  

10.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk of surface water 
flooding 

11. To conserve 
and enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Unknown 
until HRA 
completed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of the site may be within a 
20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, 
therefore a HRA will be required.  

11.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact 
on any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or 
ancient woodland as it is suitably 
distanced. 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT19 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

11.4 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being 
suitably distanced.  

12. To conserve 
and where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm the 
significance of heritage asset 

13. To conserve 
and enhance the 
quality and local 
distinctiveness of 
landscapes and 
townscapes 

13.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site is Brownfield land 

13.4 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would have a 
neutral impact on the townscape. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential 
development and unlikely to create 
additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land, therefore there would be no loss of 
such land. 

14.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land and is proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient patterns 

16.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site offers good relationship to wider 
transport networks. The A131 and the A134 
run through the settlement. 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT19 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

of movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of travel 
in support of 
economic growth 

16.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues 
can be adequately mitigated.   

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has a good relationship to the wider 
transport networks via the A131 and the A134. The site is within Groundwater Source 
Protection Zone 2. The implications of development within this zone are uncertain and 
dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. Development of the site may be within a 
20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a HRA will be required. 

 

Parish: Needham Market 

Land north of Barking Road 

SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT20 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve the 
health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent 
Development of the site would not 
result in the loss of open space. A 
Public Rights of Way abuts the site to 
the north.  

1.2 0 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent 
Site adjacent from Needham Country 
Practice GP, approx. 130m from 
Bosmere Primary School, approx. 
330m from Needham Market Middle 
School and 643m from East of 
England Co-Op food store. Lion Barn 
Industrial Estate <700m all accessed 
via established footpaths. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

Table 40:ALT20 
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Key 
Qu. 

ALT20 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

population 
overall 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.3 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available 
or underway to be completed by 
December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local 
Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable 
housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue 
and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable 
housing; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be 
appropriate; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issues and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality and 
resources 

5.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water 
source 

5.2 - Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within groundwater source 
protection zone 2 

Economic 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT20 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible improve 
air quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Grade 2 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation 
can be neutralised through ensuring 
appropriate areas are incorporated into 
developments for refuse storage to 
maximise recycling, however this 
criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of 
information available to assess all sites 
against this objective – would only be 
known at the proposal/ application 
stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability and 
increase 
resilience to 
extreme weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be caused 
by climate 
change 

10.1 - 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ2 & FRZ3 

10.2 - 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is at high risk from surface water 
flooding 

11. To conserve 
and enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown until 
HRA 
completed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

A SSSI site is located less than 500m 
to the south west of the site, and 
further investigation would be required 
to assess the potential impact upon 
this designated site. Development of 
this site may be within a 20km zone of 
a Natura 2000 site therefore a HRA is 
required.  

11.2 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an 
impact on any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT20 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

CWS or ancient woodland due to 
being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

11.4 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an 
impact on any Regionally Important 
Geological/ Geomorphological Sites 
due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To conserve 
and where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Unknown until 
planning 
application 
stage 

Unknown until 
planning 
application 
stage 

Development of site will not harm the 
significance of a heritage asset 

13. To conserve 
and enhance the 
quality and local 
distinctiveness of 
landscapes and 
townscapes 

13.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Medium/Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is fairly well related to the 
functional settlement  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential 
development and unlikely to create 
additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land, therefore there would be no loss 
of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land and is proposed for residential 
use. 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT20 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential 
use. 

15.2 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential 
use. 

15.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential 
use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient patterns 
of movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of travel 
in support of 
economic growth 

16.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Needham Market has a good relationship 
to the wider transport network courtesy of 
the train station and A14. 

16.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues 
can be adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development. The site is within FRZ2 & FRZ3 and is at 
high risk from surface water flooding. However, flood risks can be mitigated through the 
incorporation of SUDS within the development. The site is within Groundwater Source 
Protection Zone 2. The implications of development within this zone are uncertain and 
dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. The site is grade 2 agricultural land therefore 
development would result in the loss of valuable agricultural land. A SSSI site is located less 
than 500m to the south west of the site, and further investigation would be required to assess 
the potential impact upon this designated site. Development of this site may be within a 20km 
zone of a Natura 2000 site therefore a HRA is required. 

 

Parish: Needham Market 

Land south west of Stowmarket Road 

SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT21 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve the 
health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent 
Development of the site would not 
result in the loss of open space  

1.2 0 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent 
Site approx. 662m from Bosmere 
Primary School 

Table 41:ALT21 
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Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.3 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available 
or underway to be completed by 
December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 1000m from Local 
Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable 
housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue 
and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable 
housing; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be 
appropriate; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issues and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 5.1 ? Short- long 

term 
Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water 



  

Page 199 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
  

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex E 

 

   

 

SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT21 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

water quality and 
resources 

source 

5.2 ? Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within groundwater source 
protection zone 3 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible improve 
air quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation 
can be neutralised through ensuring 
appropriate areas are incorporated into 
developments for refuse storage to 
maximise recycling, however this 
criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of 
information available to assess all sites 
against this objective – would only be 
known at the proposal/ application 
stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability and 
increase 
resilience to 
extreme weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be caused 
by climate 
change 

10.1 - 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ2 & FRZ3 

10.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk from surface water 
flooding 

11. To conserve 
and enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an 
impact on any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, 
CWS or ancient woodland due to 
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Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

11.4 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an 
impact on any Regionally Important 
Geological/ Geomorphological Sites 
due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To conserve 
and where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Unknown until 
planning 
application 
stage 

Unknown until 
planning 
application 
stage 

Site adjacent to two Grade II listed 
buildings therefore proposals should 
consider the scale/ type of 
development and impact on the 
historic environment. 

13. To conserve 
and enhance the 
quality and local 
distinctiveness of 
landscapes and 
townscapes 

13.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Medium/Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is fairly well related to the 
functional settlement  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential 
development and unlikely to create 
additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land, therefore there would be no loss 
of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land and is proposed for residential 
use. 

15.1 0 Short- Long Permanent The site is proposed for residential 
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Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

term use. 

15.2 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential 
use. 

15.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential 
use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient patterns 
of movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of travel 
in support of 
economic growth 

16.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent 
Good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14 and 
Needham Market train station. 

16.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues 
can be adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development. The site is within FRZ2 & FRZ3, however 
flood risks may be mitigated through effective design and layout and, if required, through the 
incorporation of SUDS. The site is within 100m from nearest water source and within 
Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. 

 

Parish: Great Blackenham 

Land south of Gipping Road 

SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT22 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve the 
health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent 
Development of the site would not 
result in the loss of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Average access to core services and 
facilities. Bus stops within 800m/10 
minutes walking distance of the site 
(with peak-time services to 
Stowmarket and Ipswich). These are 
accessible through existing footpaths.  
Key services are available in Claydon. 

Table 42:ALT22 
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ALT22 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.3 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available 
or underway to be completed by 
December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local 
Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable 
housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue 
and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable 
housing; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be 
appropriate; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issues and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 5.1 + Short- long 

term 
Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT22 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

water quality and 
resources 

source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultation 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site within groundwater source 
protection zone 3. Effects from this 
type of development are uncertain at 
this stage and can be addressed at the 
planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible improve 
air quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation 
can be neutralised through ensuring 
appropriate areas are incorporated into 
developments for refuse storage to 
maximise recycling, however this 
criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of 
information available to assess all sites 
against this objective – would only be 
known at the proposal/ application 
stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability and 
increase 
resilience to 
extreme weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be caused 
by climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1  

10.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface 
water flooding 

11. To conserve 
and enhance 11.1 + Short- long 

term 
Short- long 
term 

Site is not within an IRZ    
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Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an 
impact on any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, 
CWS or ancient woodland due to 
being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

11.4 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an 
impact on any Regionally Important 
Geological/ Geomorphological Sites 
due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To conserve 
and where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Unknown until 
planning 
application 
stage 

Unknown until 
planning 
application 
stage 

Development of site will not harm the 
significance of a heritage asset 

13. To conserve 
and enhance the 
quality and local 
distinctiveness of 
landscapes and 
townscapes 

13.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Medium/Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site is brownfield land 

13.4 + Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is within the existing 
development limit 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential 
development and unlikely to create 
additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land, therefore there would be no loss 
of such land. 

14.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land and is proposed for residential 
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Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential 
use. 

15.2 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential 
use. 

15.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential 
use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient patterns 
of movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of travel 
in support of 
economic growth 

16.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent 
The site offers good relationship to 
wider transport networks as the site is 
located within 2km of the slip road to 
access the A14, and within approx. 
8km of the Ipswich railway station. 

16.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues 
can be adequately mitigated 

Commentary 
The site is proposed for residential development. The site is within Groundwater Source Protection 
Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation 
with relevant bodies. 
 

 

Land east of Barking Road 

Parish: Needham Market 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT24 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve the 
health and 
wellbeing of the 
population overall 
and reduce 
health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site adjacent to Needham Market Country 
Practice, 720m from Bosmere Primary School, 
750m from East of England Co-op Foodstore, 
30 Barking Rd 

Table 43:ALT24 
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Key 
Qu. 

ALT24 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality and 
resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within groundwater source protection zone 3 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To 
conserve soil 

7.1 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 2 agricultural land 



  

Page 207 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
  

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex E 

 

   

 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT24 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

and mineral 
resources 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site within FRZ2 & FRZ3 

10.2 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site is at high risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Unknown 
until HRA 
completed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance 

12.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of site would not harm significance of 
heritage assets 
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Key 
Qu. 

ALT24 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

and their 
settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is fairly well related to the settlement 
boundary. 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Needham Market has a good relationship to 
the wider transport network via the A14 and 
Needham Market rail station. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has a good relationship to the wider transport network via 
the A14. The site is within 100m from nearest water source and within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant 
bodies. 
 

 

Parish: Sudbury 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT27 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve the 
health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result 
in the loss of open space. 

1.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Four or more core services within 800m of 
the site:  local employment opportunities, 
primary school, healthcare centre and bus 
stops.  These are accessible through 
existing footpaths to and from the site. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.3 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by 
December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local 
Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable housing 
and a mixture of dwelling types and 
tenures; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

Table 44:ALT27 
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4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable 
housing; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be 
appropriate; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issues and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality and 
resources 

5.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water 
source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultation 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site is within groundwater source 
protection zone 3. Effects from this type 
of development are uncertain at this 
stage and can be addressed at the 
planning application stage. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible improve 
air quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is urban land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can 
be neutralised through ensuring 
appropriate areas are incorporated into 
developments for refuse storage to 
maximise recycling, however this 
criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of 
information available to assess all sites 
against this objective – would only be 
known at the proposal/ application 
stage. 
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Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability and 
increase 
resilience to 
extreme weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be caused 
by climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1  

10.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk of surface water 
flooding 

11. To conserve 
and enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact 
on any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or 
ancient woodland as it is suitably 
distanced. 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

11.4 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being 
suitably distanced.  

12. To conserve 
and where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm the 
significance of heritage asset 

13. To conserve 
and enhance the 
quality and local 
distinctiveness of 

13.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 
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landscapes and 
townscapes 13.3 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site is Brownfield land 

13.4 + Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is within the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential 
development and unlikely to create 
additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land, therefore there would be no loss of 
such land. 

14.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land and is proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient patterns 
of movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of travel 
in support of 
economic growth 

16.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site offers good relationship to wider 
transport networks. 

16.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues 
can be adequately mitigated.   

Commentary 
The site is proposed for residential development and has a good relationship to the wider 
transport networks. The site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications 
of development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant 
bodies. 

 

Parish: Claydon 

Site: Land west of Old Ipswich Road 

Table 45:ALT29 
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Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Public rights of way passes through the site. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site approx. 655m from Claydon High School, 
645m from One Stop Stores Ltd. Post office/ 
convenience shop within 800m walking 
distance. Footpath to Claydon on opposite 
side of Old Ipswich Road. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise 
Zone 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 
of the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 
of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 

quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
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Permanence Commentary 

not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 3.  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 35m of A14. 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
proposal/ application stage. 
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10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 - 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ2 

10.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 

Unknow
n until 
HRA 
complet
ed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Site is not within an IRZ. 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 
and their 
settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Development of site will result in no harm to 
the significance of a heritage asset 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT29 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Medium sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site offers good relationship to wider transport 
networks as the site is located within approximately 
2km of the strategic road network. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Sections of the A14 are over capacity during 
the PM peak hour however this capacity 
issues can be adequately mitigated.  
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT29 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

support of 
economic 
growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has a good relationship to the wider 
transport networks. The site is within 35m of an A road, which may require suitable air quality 
mitigation. The site is currently greenfield and has medium sensitivity to change, as well as having 
a public right of way on site, the PROW should be incorporated into any development going 
forward. The site is within FRZ2; any flood risk can be mitigated through the effective layout and 
design of development or, if required, the implementation of SuDS within the site. The site is 
within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 The purpose of this Annex 

Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils commissioned Place Services of Essex County Council to 
undertake an independent Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of the emerging Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local 
Plan.  

Place Services are acting as consultants for this work; therefore the content of this SA should not be 
interpreted or otherwise represented as the formal view of Essex County Council. 

This Annex represents the detailed appraisal of the plans proposed JLP sites.  
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2. Sustainability Framework 

2.1 The appraisal of sites 

The SA Framework for sites is an important tool in the SA process.  It provides the context against which the 
Plan’s content can be assessed and sets out the SA objectives with additional criteria / key questions that 
should be asked to decipher whether the suggested approach adheres to the principles of sustainability. 

Sites have been subjected to appraisal using a pro forma developed factoring in the key issues of the Plan 
area and all relevant available information across a range of sustainability criteria. In addition, the 
consultation of the Scoping Report allowed input from the Statutory Consultees and any other relevant 
stakeholders and interested parties and necessary changes have been included at this Regulation 18 stage. 

It is worthy of note that in line with the pro forma, appraisals will not be intended to be a detailed project-level 
assessment of each site, such as that provided by an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), but aim to 
provide a strategic level assessment highlighting those broad impacts of the sites to inform the plan-making 
process. Impacts and ranges of impacts highlighted in the site pro forma use quantitative information as far 
as possible.   

To reflect a consistency of approach regarding sites, the detailed information submitted for each site by the 
landowners / developers of each option may not be taken into account in those instances where they can be 
seen to offer different levels of information. As such, it is largely the case that only those site boundaries and 
the quantum of development for options have been taken from the respective submissions.  

The SA Framework used to assess all ‘reasonable’ sites that have been considered within the SA process 
can be found in the following table. 
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Table 1: The SA Framework for sites 
Sustainability 
Objective 

Site Criteria Source Positive 

(+) 

Negative 

(-) 

Uncertain / 
Unknown 
(?) 

Neutral impact 

(0) 

 

1. To improve 

the health and 

wellbeing of the 

population 

overall and 

reduce health 

inequalities 

 

(1.1) Will the site 

see a loss of land 

classified as 

‘open space’? 

SHELAA Proposal includes 

additional open space 

Loss of open space, 

no compensation 

Where 

applicable 

No net loss of open space 

(1.2) Accessibility 

to local services 

and facilities 

GIS mapping / SHELAA 

Core services will be considered 

as:  

• A primary school 

• A secondary school 

• A local healthcare service 

(doctors' surgery)  

• Retail and service provision 

for day to day needs 

(district/local shopping 

centre, village shop) 

• Local employment 

opportunities (principally 

existing employment sites, 

but designated or proposed 

employment area in a local 

plan will also be considered) 

• For rural districts, a peak-

Where there are 4+ 

core services within 

800m/10 minutes 

walking distance 

N/A Where 

applicable 

Where there are 1 to 3 core services within 800m/10 minutes 

walking distance  
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time public transport service 

to/from a higher order 

settlement (peak time for the 

purposes of this criterion will 

be 7-9am and 4-6pm) 

 

 

 

 

2. To maintain 

and improve 

levels of 

education and 

skills in the 

population 

overall 

(2.1) Is there 

capacity in 

primary schools? 

Suffolk County Council and IDP. This criterion is considered a policy consideration only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall infrastructure in 

consideration of sites and policy together. 

(2.2) Is there 

capacity in 

secondary 

schools? 

Suffolk County Council and IDP. This criterion is considered a policy consideration only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall infrastructure in 

consideration of sites and policy together. 

(2.3) Fibre 

broadband 

availability 

Better Broadband for Suffolk 

rollout map. 

Fibre or wireless 

broadband available 

or Fibre broadband 

planned or underway 

to be completed by 

December 2019 

Not in plans for an 

upgrade to superfast 

broadband or no 

broadband coverage 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

3. To reduce 

poverty and 

social exclusion 

(3.1) Distance to 

main employment 

areas 

GIS / Aerial Mapping Less than or equal to 

500-1,000m from 

existing employment 

n/a More than 

2,000m from 

an existing 

Where applicable 
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and ensure 

access to jobs 

and services 

area 

 

employment 

area 

 (3.2) Relationship 

/ distance to 

Enterprise Zones 

(Stowmarket 

Enterprise Park / 

Sproughton 

Enterprise Park) 

 

 

 

 

 

Aerial mapping  Less than or equal to 

500-1,000m from an 

Enterprise Zone 

n/a More than 

2,000m from 

an Enterprise 

Zone 

Where applicable 

 

 

4. To meet the 

housing 

requirements of 

the whole 

community 

(4.1) Will the site 

meet local 

thresholds for 

affordable 

housing?  

 

This is a policy issue and will not be assessed in the site assessment. 

(4.2) Will there be 

a suitable housing 

mix? 

 

This is a policy issue and will not be assessed in the site assessment. 

(4.3) Is the This is a policy issue and will not be assessed in the site assessment. 
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proposed housing 

density 

appropriate? 

 

5. To conserve 

and enhance 

water quality and 

resources 

(5.1) Proximity of 

any water bodies 

 

GIS SHELAA layers Over 100m n/a Within 100m  N/A 

(5.2) Is the site 

within a ground 

water source 

protection zone? 

 

 

 

 

 

GIS mapping Not in GPZ Within outer zone 

(Zone 2, Zone 2c) 

Within inner zone 

(Zone 1, Zone 1c) 

Within total 

catchment 

(Zone 3)/ 

where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

6. To maintain 

and where 

possible improve 

air quality and 

reduce noise 

pollution. 

(6.1) Is the site in 

close proximity to 

road traffic? 

GIS SHELAA layer Site is not within  

35m of the central 

reservation or centre 

of the A14/ 

A140/A12/A143/A137/ 

A1071/A1141 

Site is within  

35m of the central 

reservation or centre 

of the A14/ 

A140/A12/A143/A137/ 

A1071/A1141 

 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

(6.2) Is the site 

within proximity to 

mineral extraction 

Allocations in the Adopted 

Minerals Local Plan (2014) and 

the emerging Replacement Waste 

Site is beyond 250m 

of either an existing or 

proposed site for 

Site is within 250m of 

either an existing or 

proposed site for 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 
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or waste 

management 

facilities? 

Local Plan (ongoing) mineral extraction or a 

site either existing as 

or allocated for a 

waste management 

facility. 

mineral extraction or a 

site either existing as 

or allocated for a 

waste management 

facility. 

 

7. To conserve 

soil and mineral 

resources 

(7.1) Will the site 

result in a loss of 

best and most 

versatile 

agricultural land? 

Agricultural Land Classification 

(ALC) from the SHELAA 

assessment on “Landscape, 

Strategic Gap and Agricultural 

Land” 

Grade 3 or 4 or 5 

Urban area / 

extension to an 

existing site / Other 

land primarily in non-

agricultural use 

 

Grade 2/Grade 1 Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

8. To promote 

the sustainable 

management of 

waste 

 

This SA Objective is considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 

contribution to 

climate change 

 

There will not be a comparable level of information available to assess all sites against this objective – features that would reduce contributions to climate change would only be known at the proposal / 

application stage. 

 

10. To reduce 

vulnerability and 

increase 

resilience to 

(10.1) Is the site 

within a flood risk 

zone  

 

GIS mapping of SHELAA sites 

SHELAA assessment on “Flood 

Risk”  

Site contains a 

minimum of 80% 

Flood Zone 1 

N/A  Uncertain (to 

include 

commentary in 

appraisal) 

Where applicable 
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extreme weather 

events and 

flooding which 

may be caused 

by climate 

change 

(10.2) Is the site 

in an area of high 

/ medium / low / 

very low risk of 

flooding from 

surface water? 

SCC data Very low  

Low 

High Medium Risk/ 

on zone 

boundary/ 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

11. To conserve 

and enhance 

biodiversity and 

geodiversity 

(11.1) Is the site 

within the ZOIs of 

a Habitats Site(s) 

or the IRZ of a 

SSSI(s) 

 

GIS mapping/SHELAA Site is not within an 

IRZ  

n/a Site is within 

an IRZ  

 

Where applicable 

 

 

 

(11.2) NNRs / 

LoWS / LNR / 

CWS / Ancient 

Woodland 

 

GIS mapping / SHELAA Development would 

not have a detrimental 

impact 

Development likely to 

have a detrimental 

impact  

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

 

 

(11.3) Will it lead 

to the creation of 

new habitat / 

biodiversity net 

gain? 

 

This criterion is considered a policy consideration only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration of sites and policy 

together. 

 

 

 

 

(11.4) Regionally 

Important 

Geological/ 

GIS mapping/SHELAA Development would 

not have a detrimental 

impact 

Development likely to 

have a detrimental 

impact  

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 
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Geomorphological 

Sites (RIGS) / 

County 

Geographical 

Sites 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. To conserve 

and where 

appropriate 

enhance areas 

and assets of 

historical and 

archaeological 

importance and 

their settings 

(12.1) Might the 

site have an 

impact on, or 

harm the 

significance of, 

the historical 

assets: 

 

Historical assets are defined as: 

• Scheduled (Ancient) 

Monuments 

• Listed Buildings 

• Registered (Historic) 

Parks and Gardens 

• Conservation Areas 

• Heritage assets (local 

lists [including Historic 

Park or Garden 

identified by SCC]) 

• Archaeology 

 

 

No harm to the 

significance of a 

heritage asset or 

mitigation of any 

potential harm 

possible. 

Harm to the 

significance of a 

heritage asset. 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable. 

13. To conserve 

and enhance the 

quality and local 

distinctiveness of 

landscapes and 

townscapes 

(13.1) Is the site 

in an area noted 

for its high 

sensitivity to 

change? 

 

Heritage and Settlement 

Sensitivity Assessment for 

Babergh and Mid Suffolk District 

Councils, March 2018 

“Low” or 

“Medium/Low” 

sensitivity to change 

“High” sensitivity to 

change 

“Medium/High” 

sensitivity to 

change 

Where applicable 
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(13.2) Will any 

Tree Preservation 

Orders (TPOs) be 

affected? 

 

 

SHELAA GIS layers No TPO(s) on site TPO(s) on site TPO(s) 

adjacent to 

site 

Where applicable 

(13.3) Is the site 

greenfield or 

brownfield?  

SHELAA Approximately 50% 

brownfield / greenfield 

 

n/a 

 

Greenfield  

 

Where applicable 

(13.4) Is the site 

within 

Development 

Limits? 

Current development limits and 

site boundary 

SHELAA 

Site is predominantly 

within development 

limit/Site is outside but 

adjacent to 

development limit/Site 

is relatively well 

related to existing 

settlement(s) 

Site is poorly related 

to the functional 

settlement/Site is in 

open countryside/ 

detrimental impact on 

sensitive townscapes 

which cannot be 

mitigated. 

 

 

 

 

 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

14. To achieve 

sustainable 

levels of 

prosperity and 

economic growth 

(14.1) Is the site 

proposed for 

employment 

development / 

loss of 

Call-for-Sites information as 

submitted 

 

Site is proposed for 

employment/ Site is 

proposed for mixed-

use development with 

Proposal will see a 

loss of identified 

appropriate 

employment land 

Where 

applicable 

Other uses 
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throughout the 

plan area 

employment 

land? 

 

employment 

(14.2) Will there 

be a loss of 

employment land 

(housing 

allocations) 

 

Call-for-Sites information as 

submitted 

Site is not currently 

employment land  

Proposal will see a 

loss of identified 

appropriate 

employment land 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

(14.3) Will the 

proposal increase 

rural employment 

opportunities in a 

sustainable 

location?  

Call-for-Sites information as 

submitted 

Aerial mapping 

Employment 

proposals in rural 

areas / the 

countryside (as 

defined) within or 

adjacent to existing 

development 

boundaries 

n/a Employment 

proposals in 

rural areas / 

the 

countryside 

(as defined) 

physically 

separated 

from existing 

development 

boundaries  

 

Where applicable 

15. To revitalise 

the Districts’ 

town centres 

(15.1) Is the 

proposal for retail 

and suitable for a 

town centre 

location? 

Call-for-Sites information as 

submitted 

The proposal is for 

retail and within a 

defined town 

centre/The proposal is 

for mixed-use 

development (Inc. 

The proposal is for 

retail and not well 

related to the defined 

town centre 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 
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retail) within a defined 

town centre. 

 

(15.2) Is the 

proposal for 

leisure and 

suitable for a town 

centre location? 

Call-for-Sites information as 

submitted 

The proposal is for 

leisure and within a 

defined town 

centre/The proposal is 

for mixed-use 

development (Inc. 

leisure) within a 

defined town centre. 

 

The proposal is for 

leisure and not well 

related to the defined 

town centre 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

(15.3) Is the 

proposal for office 

space and 

suitable for a town 

centre location? 

Call-for-Sites information as 

submitted 

The proposal is for 

office space and 

within a defined town 

centre/The proposal is 

for mixed-use 

development (Inc. 

office space) within a 

defined town centre. 

 

 

 

The proposal is for 

office space and not 

well related to the 

defined town centre 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

16. To 

encourage 

efficient patterns 

of movement 

(16.1) Is the site 

well located to 

transport 

networks. 

SHELAA “Access to wider 

transport networks” 

  

Housing sites: within 

10km of the strategic 

road network or 

railway station and 

Housing sites: 

10km+ from the 

strategic road network 

or railway station and 

Housing 

sites:  within 

10km of the 

strategic road 

Where applicable 
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and the use of 

sustainable 

methods of travel 

in support of 

economic growth 

good access to a B-

road 

 

Office-based 

employment: good 

public transport 

access within walking 

distance / good direct 

cycling route 

 

Storage and 

distribution: easily 

accessed within 2km 

of a Trunk Road or A 

class Road via 

unconstrained roads 

is considered good 

poor access to a B-

road 

22 

Office-based 

employment: poor 

public transport 

access / not within 

walking distance / 

poor walking and 

cycling routes. 

 

Storage and 

distribution: 5km+ 

from a Trunk Road or 

A class Road or 

accessed through 

constrained/local 

roads and/or through 

a town centre or 

residential area 

 

network or 

railway station 

and poor 

access to a B-

road 

 

 

(16.2) Is the 

highway network 

at capacity? 

Transport modelling Any highway capacity 

issues can be 

adequately mitigated. 

Local network near or 

at capacity with 

limited mitigation 

options/ Local 

network over 

capacity. 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 



 

 

3. The Identification of Sites  

3.1 Sieving Criteria 

A number of sites that were submitted for consideration have been excluded from the SA process for several reasons. 
Planning Advisory Service (PAS) guidance states that,  

 ‘Potential sites – identified for example through a SHLAA – should be progressively filtered until 
a 'short list' of reasonable sites options is generated. In filtering sites, you can use three broad 
sets of criteria. If sites don't satisfy these criteria they aren't 'reasonable' alternatives and 
should be discounted. 

 

  - Exclusionary criteria – e.g. flood risk areas, areas of outstanding natural beauty 
(AONB) and green belt (taking into account Section 9 of the NPPF (paras 79-92)) and 
areas outside the pattern of development set out in the strategy. 

- Discretionary criteria – e.g. relating to public rights of way, agricultural land, local 
nature conservation designations etc. which might not lead to the exclusion of a site 
but would be important from a sustainability perspective and should influence the 
decision as to whether or not a site is taken forward (and, if it is, the conditions that 
might be attached to any development). 

- Deliverability criteria – e.g. land ownership, access, planning history, viability, size 
etc. all of which may have a bearing on whether or not the site is deliverable as a 
location for development.’ 

  

 These criteria should reflect the issues / topics / objectives used as the basis for the SA; this 
will obviate the need to undertake a separate and resource-intensive SA of the sites.’ 

 

This SA does not apply any exclusionary criteria or discretionary criteria, instead assessing all sites regardless of their 
‘suitability’ status within the SHLAA. The SHLAA does however include commentary and an overall judgement per site 
in regards to achievability and availability, which have been factored into the SA process in order to identify whether a 
site option can be considered ‘reasonable’ or not.  

Therefore, sites that have been identified as unachievable or unavailable in the SHELAA have not been considered 
‘reasonable’ options for allocation within the plan-making and SA processes.  
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4. The Appraisal of Sites 

4.1 Sites in Core Villages 

Site Option: LA045 – Land south of Tamage Road 

Parish: Acton 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA045 

Impact Time -
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site 270m from Acton Primary School, 645m from 
Cost Cutter. Average access to core services and 
facilities. Bus stops within 800m/10 minutes walking 
distance. These are accessible through existing 
footpaths from Tamage Road.   

 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from main employment area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 

of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 

Table 1: Site LA045 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA045 

Impact Time -
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

the whole 
community 

considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 100m from nearest body of water 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from either existing or proposed 
site for mineral extraction and/or waste management 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA045 

Impact Time -
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

which may be 
caused by 
climate change 10.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at a very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of this would be within a 20km zone of 
a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

 Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not harm the significance of a 
heritage asset 
 

 

 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The proposal is for residential development and 

unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land, therefore 

there would be no loss of such land. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA045 

Impact Time -
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

growth 
throughout the 
plan area 14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land and is 

proposed for residential use 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site offers adequate relationship to wider 
transport networks. The site is within 2.5km of the 
A134.  

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway capacity issues can be adequately 
mitigated 

Commentary 
The site is proposed for residential development and has good access to core services and facilities. The site 
is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site therefore a project-level HRA would be required. The site is 
within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. 

 
Parish: Bildeston 

Proposed Use: Residential 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA048 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

Table 2: Site LA048 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA048 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 630m from Bildeston Health Centre, 
660m from Bildeston primary School, 480m from 
Bildeston Village Stores and Post Office 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within groundwater source protection zone 2. 
The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 6.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA048 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is within FRZ1. 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

There are no biodiversity or geodiversity issues 
within the site. Development of this site is within a 
20k zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-
level HRA would be required of any residential 
development.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA048 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of site would not harm significance of 
heritage assets 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land; therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 

16.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Bildeston offers adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A1141. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA048 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

economic 
growth 

Commentary 
The site is proposed for residential development and has an adequate relationship to the wider transport 
network via the A1141. Site within 100m from nearest water source and within groundwater source 
protection zone 2. The implications of development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on 
consultation with relevant bodies. 
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Parish: Botesdale & Rickinghall 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA051 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Two public rights of way pass through the site and 
another also borders the site to the east.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 210m from Rickinghall Primary School, 
30m from Co-op Food & Grocery Store, public 
transport <300m- all accessed via established 
access. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing and a mixture of 
dwelling types and tenures; however, there is not a 
comparable level of information available to assess 
the site against this objective. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing; however, there is 
not a comparable level of information available to 
assess the site against this objective. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A A suitable housing mix can be expected to be 

delivered; however, there is not a comparable level 
of information available to assess all sites against 

Table 3:  Site LA051 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA051 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

this objective. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 100m from nearest body of water 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 35m of A143 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from either existing or proposed 
site for mineral extraction and/or waste 
management 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is within FRZ1. 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

The entire site lies within a Mineral Safeguarding 
Area. Protected species have been recorded in 
close proximity to the site. Development of this site 
is within the ZOI of a Natura 2000 site; therefore a 
project-level HRA would be required of any 
residential development.  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA051 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact of any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Unknown 
until 
planning 
applicatio
n stage 

Unknown until 
planning 
application stage 

Site within Botesdale Conservation Area therefore 
proposals must consider the impacts of scale and 
type of development would have on the historic 
landscape. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land; therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA051 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Rickinghall has a good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A143. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has a good relationship to the wider transport network 
via the A143. The site is within 35m of the A143 therefore mitigation may be required to ensure no effects 
are experienced on site. Two public rights of way pass through the site and these would have to be 
incorporated into any scheme of otherwise diverted. Development of this site is within the ZOI of a Natura 
2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required of any residential development. The Heritage and 
Settlement Sensitivity Assessment has identified this location as having important views into the 
conservation area.  It retains the open fieldscape to the south of the Conservation Area.  Proposals must 
consider the impacts development would have in the Conservation Area.  
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Parish: Botesdale & Rickinghall 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA052 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. from Chelmondiston Primary School. 
Average access to core services and facilities. One 
to three core services within 800m/10 minutes 
walking distance of the site: primary school, bus 
stops and village shops.  These are accessible 
through existing footpaths. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

Table 4: Site LA052 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA052 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation  

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 
3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies.  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1  

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 11.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 
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Qu. 

LA052 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is adjacent to Botesdale conservation area 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change  

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 
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15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Botesdale has a good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A143. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is well connected to the wider transport network via the A143. The site abuts the Botesdale 
Conservation Area as identified in the Heritage and Settlement Sensitivity Assessment therefore a heritage 
impact assessment will be required and proposals must consider the design and layout to protect the 
conservation boundary. This is deemed feasible due to the scale of the site and the possibility of mitigation 
being incorporated if required.  
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Parish: Brantham 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA053 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site approx. 625m from Brooklands Primary 
School. Bus routes and shop within good walking 
distance, but footpath on opposite road side.  

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre and wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing and a mixture of 
dwelling types and tenures; however, there is not a 
comparable level of information available to assess 
the site against this objective. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing; however, there is 
not a comparable level of information available to 
assess the site against this objective. 

Table 5: Site LA053 
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4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A A suitable housing mix can be expected to be 
delivered; however, there is not a comparable level 
of information available to assess all sites against 
this objective. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not within a groundwater source 
protection zone 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is within 35m of the A137 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1  

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 11.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within HRA RAMS 13km ZOI therefore 
contributions will be sought.  
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Qu. 

LA053 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.2 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development likely to have a detrimental impact on 
a NNR, LoWS, LNR, CWS or ancient woodland. 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Grade II* listed building Church of 
St. Michael and All Angels and Grade II listed 
building Lynchgate approx. 30m north of church  

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 Short- Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 
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long term 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Brantham offers good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A137. 

16.2 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent AA137 is over capacity during both peak hours with 
limited mitigation options available.  

Commentary 

The site is within 35m of the A137 therefore air quality management / mitigation should be considered in 
relevant areas. The site is within the HRA RAMS 13km ZOI therefore contributions will be sought of 
residential development. The scale/type of proposals should be considered to ensure that development is 
well related to the existing settlement pattern as the site is within a landscape area with a medium to high 
sensitivity to change including wildlife designations in close proximity. The settings of the Grade II* listed 
Church of St. Michael and All Angels and the Grade II listed Lynchgate may be mitigatable due to the scale 
of the proposal.  Further information would likely be required at the planning application stage or at the Plan-
level if this site is allocated within the Plan. 
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Parish: Capel St Mary 

Proposed Use: Residential 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA054 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space.  

1.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site approx. 260m from Constable Country Rural 
Medical Practice, 595m from Capel St. Mary 
Primary School. Village shop, doctor surgery, public 
library, primary school and bus stop with peak-time 
services to and from Hadleigh, Colchester, East 
Bergholt, and Ipswich within 800m of site 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing and a mixture of 
dwelling types and tenures; however, there is not a 
comparable level of information available to assess 
the site against this objective. 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 

a quantum of affordable housing; however, there is 
not a comparable level of information available to 

Table 6: Site LA054 
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Impact Time - 
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Permanence Commentary 

assess the site against this objective. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A A suitable housing mix can be expected to be 
delivered; however, there is not a comparable level 
of information available to assess all sites against 
this objective. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not within a groundwater source 
protection zone 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 2 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within HRA RAMS 13km ZOI therefore 
contributions will be sought. Tree Protection Order 
along the south-east boundary of the site which 
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Impact Time - 
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Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

would need consideration.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of site would result in no harm to the 
significance of any heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 
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15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site offers good relationship to wider transport 
networks as the site is located within 2km of the slip 
road to access the A12. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 
The site is proposed for residential development and has an adequate relationship to wider transport 
networks. The site is within an HRA RAMS 13km ZOI therefore contributions will be sought. There is a TPO 
along the south-east boundary of the site which would need consideration. The site is recorded as being 
Grade 2 agricultural land therefore development would result in the loss of high quality soil. 
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Parish: Capel St Mary 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA055 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent If access is provided onto Rembrow Road, then 
four or more core services within 800m of the site 
(with established footpaths): primary school, village 
shop, doctor surgery, public library and bus stop 
with peak-time services to and from Hadleigh, 
Colchester 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing and a mixture of 
dwelling types and tenures; however, there is not a 
comparable level of information available to assess 
the site against this objective. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing; however, there is 
not a comparable level of information available to 
assess the site against this objective. 

Table 7: Site LA055 
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4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A A suitable housing mix can be expected to be 
delivered; however, there is not a comparable level 
of information available to assess all sites against 
this objective. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is grade 2 agricultural land therefore 
development would result in the loss of valuable 
agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within HRA RAMS 13km ZOI therefore 
contributions will be sought. Tree Protection Orders 
along the north boundary of the site which would 
need consideration.  
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biodiversity and 
geodiversity  11.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 43m from Grade II listed building 
Capel Grove 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Approximately 50% brownfield/greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA055 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site offers good relationship to wider transport 
networks as the site is located within 2km of the slip 
road to access the A12. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent A12 experiences peak capacity during the AM peak 
hour. However, mitigation options are available.  

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has a good relationship to the wider transport network. 
The site is within the HRA RAMS 13km ZOI therefore contributions will be sought of any residential 
development. TPOs are present along the north boundary of the site which would need consideration. The 
site approx. 40m from Grade II listed building. A heritage impact assessment would be required to 
understand the impact of the development on the heritage assets. The site is recorded as being Grade 2 
agricultural land therefore development would result in the loss of high quality soil. Site within 100m from 
nearest water source. 
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Parish: Capel St Mary 

Proposed Use: Residential  
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Parish: Debenham 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA056 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not result in the loss of open 
space 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Significant distance from existing schools, but 
within good distance of GP, employment and PO 
facilities. Footpath access along Low Road 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing and a mixture of 
dwelling types and tenures; however, there is not a 
comparable level of information available to assess 
the site against this objective. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing; however, there is 
not a comparable level of information available to 
assess the site against this objective. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A A suitable housing mix can be expected to be 

delivered; however, there is not a comparable level 
of information available to assess all sites against 

Table 8: Site LA056 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA056 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

this objective. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on  

Uncertain prior to 
consultation  

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 
3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies.  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is partially within FRZ2& FRZ3 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA056 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 40m from Grade II listed building 
Cherry Tree Farmhouse 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA056 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Within 10km access of A140 and A1120 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is partially within FRZ2& FRZ3 however flood risk areas could be mitigated. The site is within 
Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone are uncertain and 
dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. Proposals must also however consider any impacts 
development would have on the Conservation Area to the north east of the site and the area’s medium to 
high sensitivity to change from a landscape perspective. The suite of constraints in and near the site may 
affect the developable area or otherwise prove mitigation difficult. A heritage impact assessment will be 
required to assess the impact on the listed building.  
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Parish: East Bergholt 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA060 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 460m from East Bergholt Secondary 
School, 475m from East Bergholt Primary School, 
600m from ENT Clinic 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing and a mixture of 
dwelling types and tenures; however, there is not a 
comparable level of information available to assess 
the site against this objective. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing; however, there is 
not a comparable level of information available to 
assess the site against this objective. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A A suitable housing mix can be expected to be 

delivered; however, there is not a comparable level 
of information available to assess all sites against 

Table 9: Site LA060 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA060 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

this objective. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from mineral extraction site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is grade 2 agricultural land therefore 
development would result in the loss of valuable 
agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within HRA RAMS 13km ZOI therefore 
contributions will be sought.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA060 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 80m from Grade II listed building High 
Trees Farmhouse.  Avoids impact on the 
conservation area 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA060 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent East Bergholt offers good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A12. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 
The site is within HRA RAMS 13km ZOI therefore contributions will be sought from any residential scheme. 
Heritage impact assessment would be required to understand the impact of the development on the heritage 
assets. The site is recorded as being Grade 2 agricultural land therefore development would result in the loss 
of high quality soil. 
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Parish: East Bergholt 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA061 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site adjacent to ENT Clinic, 110m from East 
Bergholt Secondary School. Good access to bus 
services. Shop facilities beyond preferable 800m 
walking distance 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing and a mixture of 
dwelling types and tenures; however, there is not a 
comparable level of information available to assess 
the site against this objective. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing; however, there is 
not a comparable level of information available to 
assess the site against this objective. 

Table 10: Site LA061 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA061 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A A suitable housing mix can be expected to be 
delivered; however, there is not a comparable level 
of information available to assess all sites against 
this objective. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is grade 2 agricultural land therefore 
development would result in the loss of valuable 
agricultural land. 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Potential protected species in locality of site. Will 
require HRA screening assessment for impact. Site 
within HRA RAMS 13km ZOI therefore 
contributions will be sought. . 
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Key 
Qu. 

LA061 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  11.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of site will result in no harm to the 
significance of a heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 
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Qu. 

LA061 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent East Bergholt offers good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A12. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

There are potential protected species in locality of the site and will require an ecological assessment and 
project-level HRA screening assessment for impacts of development would have on these. This is due to the 
site being located within the HRA RAMS 13km ZOI and contributions will also be sought of residential 
development as a result. The site is recorded as being Grade 2 agricultural land therefore development 
would result in the loss of high quality soil. 
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Parish: Elmswell 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA064 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The southern part of the site is listed as general 
amenity space. Development should be located 
away from this area unless other alternatives are 
provided.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Walsham-le-Willows Primary 
School. Shop <800m, Train Station <800m, 
Employment <800m. All accessed via established 
footpaths.  

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing and a mixture of 
dwelling types and tenures; however, there is not a 
comparable level of information available to assess 
the site against this objective. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing; however, there is 
not a comparable level of information available to 
assess the site against this objective. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A A suitable housing mix can be expected to be 

delivered; however, there is not a comparable level 
of information available to assess all sites against 

Table 11: Site LA064 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA064 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

this objective. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on  

Uncertain prior to 
consultation  

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 
3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies.  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is within FRZ1  

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 
site therefore a project-level HRA would be 
required of any residential development. The entire 
site is within a Mineral Safeguarding Area. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA064 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  11.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geological Sites 
due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Grade II listed building Church 
Cottage and within setting of grade II* church 
complex to the south west 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 
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Key 
Qu. 

LA064 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Elmswell has a good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14 and Elmswell train 
station. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The A14 and A1088 are over capacity at both peak 
times however these capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated. 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has a good relationship to the wider transport network 
via the A14 and Elmswell train station. The southern part of the site is listed as general amenity space; 
development should be located away from this area unless other alternatives are provided. Development of 
the site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site therefore a project-level HRA would be required. The site 
is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. The site is adjacent to the Grade II listed 
Church Cottage and the landscape have a medium to high sensitivity to change. The design and layout of 
the development will need to take into account the location and setting of the heritage assets which should 
be assessed in a heritage impact assessment. Part development of the northern section of the site may be 
more suitable; development of the whole site would likely change the townscape on the approach to the 
settlement from the Church. 
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Parish: Elmswell 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA063 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not result in the loss of open 
space 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 480m from Elmswell Primary School, 
retail shop <700m, train station approx. 800m- all 
accessed via established footpaths if accessed via 
Cresmeadow Way. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from main employment area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing and a mixture of 
dwelling types and tenures; however, there is not a 
comparable level of information available to assess 
the site against this objective. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing; however, there is 
not a comparable level of information available to 
assess the site against this objective. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A A suitable housing mix can be expected to be 

delivered; however, there is not a comparable level 
of information available to assess all sites against 

Table 12: Site LA063 
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Key 
Qu. 

LA063 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

this objective. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from either existing or proposed 
mineral extraction site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is grade 2 & 3 agricultural land therefore 
development would result in the partial loss of 
valuable agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

The entire site is within a Mineral Safeguarding 
Zone. The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 
2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be 
required of any residential development.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA063 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent No harm to the significance of a heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 
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Qu. 
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Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Elmswell has a good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14 and Elmswell train 
station. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The A14 is near capacity during both peak times 
however this capacity issue can be adequately 
mitigated. 

Commentary 
The site has a good relationship to the wider transport network via the A14 and Elmswell train station. 
Development of the site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be 
required.  
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Parish: Elmswell 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA065  

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site approx. 760m from Elmswell Primary School, 
320m from East of England Co-op Foodstore, peak 
time public transport adjacent to north east corner 
of site. All accessed via established footpaths.  

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from main employment areas 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest Local Enterprise 
Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing and a mixture of 
dwelling types and tenures; however, there is not a 
comparable level of information available to assess 
the site against this objective. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing; however, there is 
not a comparable level of information available to 
assess the site against this objective. 

Table 13: Site LA065 
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LA065  

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A A suitable housing mix can be expected to be 
delivered; however, there is not a comparable level 
of information available to assess all sites against 
this objective. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 100m of nearest water source 

5.2 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within groundwater source protection zone 2 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is grade 2 & 3 agricultural land therefore 
development may result in the partial loss of 
valuable agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is within FRZ1. 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

The majority of the site is within a Mineral 
Consultation Zone. The site is within a 20km zone 
of a Natura 2000 site therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required of any residential development. 
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Impact Time - 
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Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  11.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a detrimental impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site lies to the south of a moated complex and 
has very good views of the church complex to the 
south.  

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

 The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

 The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

 The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

 The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

 The site is proposed for residential use. 
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Permanence Commentary 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

 The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Elmswell has a good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14 and Elmswell train 
station. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The A1088 is over capacity during the AM peak 
hour however this capacity issue can be adequately 
mitigated.  

Commentary 
Site is within groundwater source protection zone 2 and is within 100m of the nearest water source. The site 
is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site therefore a project-level HRA would be required. The site is 
shown to have important views of the Grade II* listed Church And associated listed buildings.  The moated 
site to the north may have originally extended into the development area and will require assessment.  
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Parish: Elmswell 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA066 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Two Public Rights of Way run through the site and 
regard should be given to their impact 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Retail store <200m, train station <400m, 
employment 300m- all accessed via established 
footpaths 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from main employment area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing and a mixture of 
dwelling types and tenures; however, there is not a 
comparable level of information available to assess 
the site against this objective. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing; however, there is 
not a comparable level of information available to 
assess the site against this objective. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A A suitable housing mix can be expected to be 

delivered; however, there is not a comparable level 
of information available to assess all sites against 

Table 14: Site LA066 



 

Page 69 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex F 

 

   

 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA066 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

this objective. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on  

Uncertain prior to 
consultation  

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 
3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies.  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 
site, therefore a project-level HRA would be 
required of any residential development.  



 

Page 70 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex F 

 

   

 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA066 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  11.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a detrimental impact 
on any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a detrimental impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 35m from Grade II listed building Rose 
Cottage  

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 
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Qu. 

LA066 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Elmswell has a good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14 and Elmswell train 
station. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has a good relationship to the wider transport network 
via the A14 and Elmswell train station. The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a 
project-level HRA would be required of any residential development. Two Public Rights of Way run through 
the site and regard should be given to their impact. Also, the site is approx. 35m from the Grade II listed 
Rose Cottage; the setting of which should be protected or enhanced through a suitable scheme. An 
appropriate heritage impact assessment will be required. The site is within Groundwater Source Protection 
Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 
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Parish: Holbrook 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA068 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent A Public Right of Way passes through the site. 

1.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent All core services are within 800m/10 mins walking 
distance of the site 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m of Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing and a mixture of 
dwelling types and tenures; however, there is not a 
comparable level of information available to assess 
the site against this objective. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing; however, there is 
not a comparable level of information available to 
assess the site against this objective. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A A suitable housing mix can be expected to be 
delivered; however, there is not a comparable level 
of information available to assess all sites against 
this objective. 

Table 15: Site LA068 
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Key 
Qu. 

LA068 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent There are no biodiversity or geodiversity issues 
within the site. Site is within RAMS 13km ZOI 
therefore contributions will be sought.  

11.2 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development likely to have an impact on a NNR, 
LoWS, LNR, CWS or ancient woodland. 

11.3 N/A N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
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Key 
Qu. 

LA068 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development likely to have an impact on a 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Site 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 40m from Grade II listed building The 
Beeches 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 

16.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Holbrook offers adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A137. 

16.2 + Short- Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
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Impact Time - 
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Permanence Commentary 

movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

long term adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has an adequate relationship to the wider transport 
network via the A137. The site is within a RAMS 13km ZOI therefore contributions will be sought. Proposals 
must consider the impacts of local wildlife designations and a Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Site. Development is likely to have an impact on a NNR, LoWS, LNR, CWS or ancient 
woodland as well as regionally important geological/geomorphological areas. The site is approx. 40m from 
the Grade II listed The Beeches, the setting of which would have to be protected or enhanced through a 
sensitive scheme. A Public Right of Way passes through the site which would also require incorporation into 
any scheme or diversion.  
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Parish: Lavenham 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA069 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent One to three core services within 800m of the site:  
doctor surgery, village hall and bus stop with peak-
time services to and from Colchester, Sudbury and 
Bury St Edmunds. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing and a mixture of 
dwelling types and tenures; however, there is not a 
comparable level of information available to assess 
the site against this objective. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A Development of this site will be expected to deliver 
a quantum of affordable housing; however, there is 
not a comparable level of information available to 
assess the site against this objective. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A A suitable housing mix can be expected to be 

delivered; however, there is not a comparable level 
of information available to assess all sites against 

Table 16: Site LA069 
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LA069 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

this objective. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on  

Uncertain prior to 
consultation  

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 
3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies.  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 
site, therefore a project-level HRA would be 
required of any residential development. Tree 
Preservation Orders on a group of trees on the 
eastern boundary of the site.  
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Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  11.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a detrimental impact 
on any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a detrimental impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of site would not harm the 
significance of any heritage assets 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 
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Qu. 

LA069 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent  The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site offers good relationship to wider transport 
networks. The A1141 runs through the settlement. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential use and has a good relationship to the wider transport networks via the 
A1141. The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required 
of any residential development. Tree Preservation Orders on a group of trees on the eastern boundary of the 
site, however these can be incorporated within the development or otherwise protected through buffers. The 
site is within a landscape area that has a high sensitivity to change, however the site adjoins the settlement 
boundary. The site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within 
this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. 
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Parish: Stowupland 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA100 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent A Public Right of Way passes through the site from 
east to west.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Peak time public transport to Stowmarket adjacent 
to site. Site approx. 715m from Stowupland High 
School, 450m from Cedars Park Primary School. 
Employment opportunities (Stowmarket) 1.3km 
from site. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment.  

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however, 
this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 

Table 17: Site LA100 
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Key 
Qu. 

LA100 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

not been considered in this site assessment 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on  

Uncertain prior to 
consultation  

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 
3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies.  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 
site, therefore a project-level HRA would be 
required of any residential development. Protected 
species have been recorded on this site.  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA100 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  11.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a detrimental impact 
on any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland as it’s suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a detrimental impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site 20m from Grade II listed buildings Oak 
Farmhouse and 28 Thorney Green Road  

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA100 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Stowupland has a good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14 and Stowmarket train 
station. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The B1116 is over capacity during the AM peak 
hour however adequate mitigation options are 
available  

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and is well connected to the wider transport network via the 
A14 and Stowmarket train station. A Public Right of Way passes through the site from east to west which 
would have to be incorporated into any scheme or otherwise diverted. The site is within a 20km zone of a 
Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required of any residential development. Protected 
species have also been recorded on this site which would require ecological assessment at the planning 
application stage. Site within 100m from nearest water source and is within Groundwater Source Protection 
Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. A heritage impact assessment will be required for the application.  Listed buildings on the 
immediate boundary of the development will require heritage statement and design solutions to protect or 
minimise the impact on its setting.  
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Parish: Stowupland 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA077 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent A Public Right of Way passes the site to the east.  

1.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Freeman Primary School, 290m 
from Stowupland High School 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 2000m from main employment areas 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment.  

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however, 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment.  

Table 18: Site LA077 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA077 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on  

Uncertain prior to 
consultation  

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 
3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies.  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is grade 2 agricultural land therefore 
development would result in the loss of valuable 
agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only.  

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 
site, therefore a project-level HRA would be 
required of any residential development.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA077 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a detrimental impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 53m from Grade II listed building Holy 
Trinity Church  

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site  

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA077 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Stowupland has a good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14 and Stowmarket train 
station. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and is well related to the wider transport network via the 
A14 and Stowmarket train station. Development of the site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, 
therefore a project-level HRA would be required. A Public Right of Way also passes the site to the east and 
would have to be protected from any development.  A heritage statement will be required ensuring design 
solutions to protect or minimise the impact on the listed buildings setting. The site is recorded as being 
Grade 2 agricultural land therefore development would result in the loss of high quality soil. The site is within 
Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone are uncertain and 
dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. 
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Parish: Stowupland 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA078 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Existing allotments should be retained. The 
submission states an intention to keep them, and a 
proposal for sports facilities. A Public Right of Way 
passes through the site.  

1.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 230m from Cedars Park Primary 
School, 600m from Stowupland Secondary School 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

Table 19: Site LA078 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA078 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on  

Uncertain prior to 
consultation  

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 
3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies.  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent There are no biodiversity or geodiversity issues 
within the site. 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA078 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a detrimental impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site adjacent to 5 Grade II listed buildings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land  

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA078 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Good access to the wider transport network via the 
A14. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has good access to the wider transport network via the 
A14. Allotments exist on site and should be retained or replaced to an equivalent size / standard, and a 
PRoW is also on site which must be incorporated within any scheme or otherwise diverted. The site is 
adjacent to five Grade II listed buildings, the setting of which should be protected or enhanced with the 
production of a heritage assessment detailing the importance of the heritage assets and how they will be 
protected. The site is within 100m from nearest water source and with Groundwater Source Protection Zone 
3. The implications of development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 
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Parish: Stowupland 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA079 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 210m from Freeman Primary School, 
510m from Stowupland Secondary School 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however, 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

Table 20: Site LA079 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA079 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on  

Uncertain prior to 
consultation  

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 
3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies.  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent There are no biodiversity or geodiversity issues 
within the site. 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA079 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Development would not have a detrimental impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm the significance 
of a heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is poorly related to the existing settlement 
boundary. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA079 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site has good access to the A14 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has good access to the A14. The site is poorly related 
to the functional settlement of Stowupland in isolation, however; when adjoining development scheme is 
taken into consideration, it would relate following completion. The site is within 100m from nearest water 
source and with Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. There are no insurmountable constraints 
on the site. 
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Parish: Stradbroke 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA080 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site has direct access to open countryside via 
designated foot and cycle in the north of site. The 
site to the easy joins the local primary school 
playing field. No open space with public value 
identified on site. Therefore, development of the 
site would see no loss of open space.  

1.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 85m from Stradbroke Primary School, 
560m from Stradbrooke High School and 
Stradbroke Business & Enterprise College, approx. 
482m from SPAR convenience shop 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

Table 21: Site LA080 
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Key 
Qu. 

LA080 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is within 100m from the nearest water 
source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within ground water source protection 
zone 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 
site, therefore a project-level HRA would be 
required of any residential development. No other 
constraints identified. 
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biodiversity and 
geodiversity  11.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a detrimental impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Unknown 
until 
planning 
applicatio
n stage 

Unknown until 
planning 
application stage 

Site within Stradbroke Conservation Area 
therefore proposals must consider the impacts 
of scale and type of development would have 
on the historic landscape. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 
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15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Stradbroke offers adequate relationship to the 
wider transport network via the A143 and the A140. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential use and has an adequate relationship to the wider transport network via 
the A143 and the A140. The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required of any residential development. Stradbroke was assessed as part of the Heritage and 
Settlement Sensitivity Assessment which shows it affects the eastern part of site adjoins the local 
Conservation Area and the curtilage of a number of listed buildings along Queen Street are adjacent the site. 
The impacts of development would have to be identified and addressed as part of a heritage impact 
assessment at the planning application stage to ensure that heritage assets are protected. Site within 100m 
from nearest water source. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Page 100 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex F 

 

   

 

Parish: Stradbroke 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA082 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 405m from Stradbroke High School, 
530m from SPAR Stradbroke 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m of Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

Table 22: Site LA082 
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Impact Time - 
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Permanence Commentary 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent There are no biodiversity or geodiversity issues 
within the site. 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
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LA082 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a detrimental impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 27m from Grade II listed building the 
Timbers and 35m from Grade II listed Fig Tree 
Cottage 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

16. To 
encourage 16.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Stradbroke offers adequate relationship to the 
wider transport network via the A143 and the A140. 
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efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 
The site is proposed for residential development and has an adequate relationship to the wider transport 
network via the A143 and the A140. The site is in close proximity to two listed buildings therefore proposals 
must be supported by a heritage impact assessment ensuring scale/type and design of the development 
enhances the existing heritage assets. Site within 100m from nearest water source. 
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Parish: Thurston 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA090 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Post office <500m, train station<900m, primary 
school <1.7km.  These services are accessible 
from existing footpaths along Barton Road. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

Table 23: Site LA090 
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Impact Time - 
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Permanence Commentary 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 100m from nearest body of water 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on  

Uncertain prior to 
consultation  

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 
3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies.  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from either existing or proposed 
site for mineral extraction and/or waste 
management 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at a very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Weston Fen, Blo Norton and Thelnetham Fens, 
Redgrave and Lopham Fens within 20km. Site is 
located within the Mineral Consultation Zone. Likely 
to contain species and/or habitats of nature 
conservation interest. 

11.2 + Short- Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 



 

Page 106 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex F 

 

   

 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA090 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

long term NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a detrimental impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not have a 
detrimental impact on designated or non-
designated heritage assets.  

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent TPOs G1, G2 & A1  

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.3 0 Short- Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 
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long term 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site offers good relationship to wider transport 
networks as the site is located within approximately 
2km of the railway station.  The site is also located 
within 3km of the strategic road network. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway capacity issues can be adequately 
mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and is well connected to the wider transport network due to 
being within 2km of the railway station. A project-level HRA will likely be required to accompany any planning 
application due to the close proximity of the site within Weston Fen, Blo Norton and The Thelnetham Fens, 
Redgrave and Lopham Fens. Three TPOs are present on site however these could be maintained within the 
development.  The site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development 
within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. 
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Parish: Thurston 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA084 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not result in the loss of open 
space 

1.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site adjacent from Thurston College, 636m from 
Thurston Primary School, Post Office 700m away, 
all of which can be accessed via footpaths 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over within 1000m from main employment 
areas 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

Table 24: Site LA084 



 

Page 109 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex F 

 

   

 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA084 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 100m from nearest water body 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on  

Uncertain prior to 
consultation  

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 
3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies.  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from either existing mineral 
extraction  

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A 
Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Site is within MSA. The site is within a 20km zone 
of a Natura 2000 site therefore a project-level HRA 
will be required. Likely to contain species and/or 
habitats of nature conservation interest. 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA084 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a detrimental impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent No harm to the significance of historic asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent TPO A1 on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 
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16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Norton has a good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A1088. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any network capacity issues can be adequately 
mitigated  

Commentary 

The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 sites therefore a project-level HRA would be required. The 
SA indicates that the site is likely to contain species and/or habitats of nature conservation interest which 
would require further investigation at the planning application stage. A TPO lies within the site however this 
could be retained within the development. The site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The 
implications of development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant 
bodies. 
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Parish: Thurston 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA089 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site has got good access to open countryside via 
designated foot and cycle path. Rugby Club playing 
field identified to the north of site. No open space 
and public value identified on site. Therefore, 
development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space.  

1.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 200m from Thurston College. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment areas 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 
this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 

Table 25: Site LA089 
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LA089 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on  

Uncertain prior to 
consultation  

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 
3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies.  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is grade 2 agricultural land  

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A 
There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 
site therefore a project-level HRA would be 
required of any residential development. Eastern 
part of site is located within the Mineral 
Consultation Zone. Protected species recorded in 
close proximity.  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA089 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a detrimental impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent No harm to the significance of a heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent TPO A1 on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 
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LA089 
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scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Thurston offers good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14 and Thurston railway 
station. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated.  

Commentary 

The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 sites therefore a project-level HRA would be required. The 
SA indicates that the site is could contain species and/or habitats of nature conservation interest which would 
require further investigation at the planning application stage. A TPO lies within the site however this could 
be retained within the development. The site is recorded as being Grade 2 agricultural land therefore 
development would result in the loss of high quality soil.  The site is within Groundwater Source Protection 
Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 
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Parish: Thurston 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA085 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site has got limited access to open countryside via 
designated foot and cycle path. No open space with 
public value identified on site. Therefore 
development of the site would not result in the loss 
of any open space.  

1.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 255m from Thurston Primary School 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

Table 26: Site LA085 
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LA085 

Impact Time - 
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Permanence Commentary 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is adjacent to FRZ2 & 3. 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 
site therefore a project-level HRA would be 
required of any residential development. Site is 
located within the Mineral Consultation Zone.   

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 
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LA085 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a detrimental impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is approx. 70m north of Grade II listed building 
Stockhold Green Farmhouse 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 



 

Page 119 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex F 

 

   

 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA085 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Thurston offers good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14 and Thurston railway 
station. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and is well related to the wider transport network via the 
A14 and Thurston railway station. The site is however located south of the railway which limits accessibility 
to Thurston village centre. The site is adjacent to areas of FRZ2& FRZ3. The site is within a 20km zone of a 
Natura 2000 site therefore a project-level HRA would be required of any residential development. The site is 
approx. 70m north of the Grade II listed building Stockhold Green Farmhouse, therefore any scheme would 
need to protect this asset and its setting and will need to submit a heritage impact assessment.   
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Parish: Thurston 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA086 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Part of the western aspect of the site contains a 
playing field which should be retained.  

1.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site 525m from Thurston Secondary School, 482m 
from Londis 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m of Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

Table 27: Site LA086 
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Key 
Qu. 

LA086 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on  

Uncertain prior to 
consultation  

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 
3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies.  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 
site, therefore a project-level HRA would be 
required of any residential development. Site is 
located within the Mineral Consultation Zone. No 
other constraints identified.  
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Key 
Qu. 

LA086 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a detrimental impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of site would not harm the 
significance of a heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA086 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Thurston offers good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14 and Thurston railway 
station. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Barton road is over capacity at both peak times 
however adequate mitigation options are available.  

Commentary 
The site is proposed for residential development. Part of the western aspect of the site contains a playing 
field which should be retained. The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level 
HRA would be required. The site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of 
development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. 
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Parish: Thurston 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA088 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Public Right of Way path through the middle of the 
site. The PRoW would need careful consideration 
and mitigation/integration as part of the 
development of the site.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Some core services and facilities are available 
within 800m/10 minutes walking distance of the site 
(such as: village shops, secondary school, railway 
station and bus stops), however the existing 
footpath along Ixworth Road is not a formal 
footpath.  

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m of Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

Table 28: Site LA088 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA088 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 100m from nearest body of water 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on  

Uncertain prior to 
consultation  

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 
3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies.  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is within FRZ1  

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 ? 
Unknown 
until HRA 
complete

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 
site, therefore a project-level HRA would be 
required of any residential development. Site is 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA088 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

d located within the Mineral Consultation Zone. 
Protected Species within the site. No other 
constraints identified.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a detrimental impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm the significance 
of heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use 

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA088 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site offers good relationship to wider transport 
networks as the site is located within approximately 
2km of the railway station. This site is within 2km of 
the Thurston railway station and within 4km of the 
slip road to access the A14. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Barton Road is over capacity during the PM peak 
hour however this can be adequately mitigated.  

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has a good relationship to wider transport networks via 
the railway station and the A14. A PRoW on site could be retained within the development. The site is within 
a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required of any residential 
development. The site adjoins the settlement boundary and borders the grounds of the secondary school to 
the south. The site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within 
this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. 
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Parish: Thurston 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA087 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Four or more core services within 800m/10 minutes 
walking distance of the site: village shops, post 
office, primary and secondary schools, railway 
station and bus stops.  These services are 
accessible from existing footpaths along Beyton 
Road. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

Table 29: Site LA087 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA087 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on  

Uncertain prior to 
consultation  

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 
3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies.  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is within FRZ1  

10.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is predominately at very low risk from surface 
water flooding however part of site is at medium 
risk of flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 ? 
Unknown 
until HRA 
complete

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 
site, therefore a project-level HRA would be 
required of any residential development. Site is 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA087 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

d located within the Mineral Consultation Zone. There 
is an area of Protected Species within the site. No 
other constraints identified.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a detrimental impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm the significance 
of heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use 

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA087 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site offers good relationship to wider transport 
networks as the site is located within approximately 
2km of the strategic road network and railway 
station. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has good access to core services and facilities. The site 
is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 
2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required. Ecological assessment work may also be 
required due to the presence of protected species on site. 
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Parish: Walsham-le-Willows 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA091 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. A Public Right of Way is located to 
the north of the site; however this is separated from 
the site by a treeline.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Primary school <500m- footpath improvements 
would be required however this appears to be 
achievable. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

Table 30: Site LA091 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA091 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within ground water source protection 
zone 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is within FRZ1  

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 
site therefore a project-level HRA would be 
required of any residential development.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA091 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a detrimental impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent No harm to the significance of a heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA091 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Walsham-le-Willows has an adequate relationship 
to the wider transport network via the A143. 

 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any network capacity issues can be adequately 
mitigated. 

Commentary 
The site is proposed for residential development and has an adequate relationship to the wider transport 
network via the A143. The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required of any residential development. No other insurmountable constraints exist on site. Site 
within 100m from nearest water source. 

 

 

Parish: Walsham-le-Willows 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA092 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site 50m from Walsham-le-Willows Primary School. 
Footpath improvements would be required however 
this appears to be achievable. 

 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

Table 31: Site LA092 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA092 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

skills in the 
population 
overall 2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available however 
cabinet is at full capacity 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m of Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on  

Uncertain prior to 
consultation  

Site is partially within Groundwater Source 
Protection Zone 3. The implications of development 
within this zone are uncertain and dependant on 
consultation with relevant bodies.  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA092 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1  

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 
site, therefore a project-level HRA would be 
required of any residential development.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a detrimental impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm significance of 
heritage asset 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA092 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Walsham-le-Willows has an adequate relationship 
to the wider transport network via the A143. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 
The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required of any 
residential development. No other insurmountable constraints exist on site. The site is within 100m from 
nearest water source and with Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development 
within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. 
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5. Alternative Sites 
Parish: Brantham  

Land west of Brantham Hill  

SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT01 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve the 
health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result 
in the loss of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent 
Site approx. 510m from Brooklands Primary 
School. Good access to bus service, 
reasonable access to school and 
employment areas within 800m, although 
footpath on opposite side of road. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.3 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by 
December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local 
Enterprise Zone 

Social 

Table 32:ALT01 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT01 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable housing 
and a mixture of dwelling types and 
tenures; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable 
housing; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be 
appropriate; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issues and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality and 
resources 

5.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 
Uncertain 
prior to 
consultation 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

Site within Groundwater Source 
Protection Zone 3 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible improve 
air quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 35m of the A137 

6.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can 
be neutralised through ensuring 
appropriate areas are incorporated into 
developments for refuse storage to 
maximise recycling, however this 
criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 



 

Page 142 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex F 

 

   

 

SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT01 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of 
information available to assess all sites 
against this objective – would only be 
known at the proposal/ application 
stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability and 
increase 
resilience to 
extreme weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be caused 
by climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1  

10.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water 
flooding 

11. To conserve 
and enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Unknown 
until HRA 
completed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Site is within HRA RAMS 13lm ZOI 
therefore contributions will be sought.  

11.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact 
on any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or 
ancient woodland as it is suitably 
distanced. 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

11.4 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being 
suitably distanced.  

12. To conserve 
and where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent 
Site within proximity of Grade II listed 
building therefore proposals should consider 
the scale/ type of development and impact 
on the historic environment.  



 

Page 143 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex F 

 

   

 

SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT01 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

13. To conserve 
and enhance the 
quality and local 
distinctiveness of 
landscapes and 
townscapes 

13.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 ? Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside the existing 
settlement boundary.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential 
development and unlikely to create 
additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land, therefore there would be no loss of 
such land. 

14.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land and is proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient patterns 
of movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of travel 
in support of 
economic growth 

16.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Brantham offers good relationship to the 
wider transport network via the A137. 

16.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues 
can be adequately mitigated.   

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development. The site is within 35m of the A137 therefore 
air quality management must be considered to ensure that additional traffic generated will not 
result in detrimental impacts. The site is within HRA RAMS 13km ZOI therefore contributions 
will be sort. The site is also outside the existing settlement boundary, so impacts are uncertain 
and will be known at the planning proposals stage – proposals must be considerate in terms 
of scale/ type to ensure that negative impacts on the townscape are mitigated. The site is 
within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this 
zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. Site within proximity 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT01 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

of Grade II listed building therefore proposals should consider the scale/ type of development 
and impact on the historic environment. 

 

Parish: Bacton 

Land north of Church Road and east of Wyverstone Road 

SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT02 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve the 
health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result 
in the loss of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Village shop within 500m, village hall 
and public library within 800m. Primary 
School approx. 1.2km from the site.  
Doctor surgery approx. 1.5km from the 
site. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.3 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by 
December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 

3.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + Short- long Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local 

Table 33:ALT02 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT02 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

access to jobs 
and services 

term Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable housing 
and a mixture of dwelling types and 
tenures; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable 
housing; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be 
appropriate; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issues and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality and 
resources 

5.1 ? Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water 
source 

5.2 0 N/A N/A Site is not within a groundwater source 
protection zone 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible improve 
air quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 

7.1 - 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Grade 2 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can 
be neutralised through ensuring 
appropriate areas are incorporated into 
developments for refuse storage to 
maximise recycling, however this 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT02 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of 
information available to assess all sites 
against this objective – would only be 
known at the proposal/ application 
stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability and 
increase 
resilience to 
extreme weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be caused 
by climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk of surface water 
flooding 

11. To conserve 
and enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Unknown 
until HRA 
completed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of this site may be within a 
20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore 
a HRA will be required.  

11.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact 
on any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or 
ancient woodland as it is suitably 
distanced. 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

11.4 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being 
suitably distanced.  

12. To conserve 
and where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 

12.1 ? 

Unknown 
until planning 
application 
stage 

Unknown until 
planning 
application 
stage 

Site is in proximity of Grade II listed building 
therefore proposals should consider the 
impact on the historic environment. 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT02 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

importance and 
their settings 

13. To conserve 
and enhance the 
quality and local 
distinctiveness of 
landscapes and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? Short- long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would have a 
neutral impact on the townscape 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential 
development and unlikely to create 
additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land, therefore there would be no loss of 
such land. 

14.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land and is proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient patterns 
of movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of travel 
in support of 
economic growth 

16.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Glemsford has a good relationship to the 
wider transport network via the A1092. 

16.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues 
can be adequately mitigated.   

Commentary 
The site is proposed for residential development and has a good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A1092. The site is within 100m from the nearest water source 
however any flood risks may be mitigated through the effective design and layout of 
development or, if required, the incorporation of SuDS within the site. The site is grade 2 



 

Page 148 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex F 

 

   

 

SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT02 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

agricultural land therefore development would result in the loss of valuable agricultural land. 
Development of this site may be within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore an HRA 
is required. Site is in proximity of a grade II listed building therefore proposals should consider 
impacts on the historic environment.  

 

Parish: Debenham 

Land to the north of Low Road 

SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT03 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve the 
health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- Long 
term 

Permanent 
Public Right of Way runs along western 
edge of site.  

1.2 0 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent 
Site 280m from Debenham Secondary 
School, 400m from Debenham GP. Within 
good distance of GP, employment and PO 
facilities via footpath access which could be 
enhanced along Low Road. Close proximity 
to school but limited access - potential to 
improve rights of way network to west of site 
to improve walking/cycling access 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.3 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by 
December 2019 

Table 34:ALT03 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT03 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local 
Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable housing 
and a mixture of dwelling types and 
tenures; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may 
deliver a quantum of affordable 
housing; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be 
appropriate; however, this criterion is 
considered a policy issues and has not 
been considered in this site 
assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality and 
resources 

5.1 ? Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water 
source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultation 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

The site is within Groundwater Source 
Protection Zone 3. The implications of 
development within this zone are uncertain 
and dependant on consultation with relevant 
bodies. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible improve 
air quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 35m of the A14 

6.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT03 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can 
be neutralised through ensuring 
appropriate areas are incorporated into 
developments for refuse storage to 
maximise recycling, however this 
criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of 
information available to assess all sites 
against this objective – would only be 
known at the proposal/ application 
stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability and 
increase 
resilience to 
extreme weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be caused 
by climate 
change 

10.1 - 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ2 & FRZ3  

10.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk of surface water 
flooding 

11. To conserve 
and enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site is not in or adjacent to any sites 
designated for nature conservation purpose.  

11.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact 
on any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or 
ancient woodland as it is suitably 
distanced. 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

11.4 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact 
on any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being 
suitably distanced.  
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT03 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

12. To conserve 
and where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent 
Site is in proximity of Grade II listed building 
therefore proposals should consider the 
impact on the historic environment. 

13. To conserve 
and enhance the 
quality and local 
distinctiveness of 
landscapes and 
townscapes 

13.1 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent Medium/Low sensitivity to change  

13.2 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would have a 
neutral impact on the townscape 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential 
development and unlikely to create 
additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land, therefore there would be no loss of 
such land. 

14.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land and is proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient patterns 
of movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of travel 

16.1 0 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Within 10km access of A140 and A1120 

16.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues 
can be adequately mitigated.   
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Key 
Qu. 

ALT03 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

in support of 
economic growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development. The site has a public footpath crossing the 
site from east to west however this could potentially be maintained within the development. 
The site is within 35m of the A14 therefore air quality management must be considered to 
ensure there is no decline in air quality. The site is within 100m from nearest water source and 
with Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. The site is within FRZ2 & 
FRZ3 however any flood risks can be mitigated through the effective layout and design of 
development and, if required, the incorporation of SuDS. Site is in proximity of a grade II listed 
building therefore proposals should consider impacts on the historic environment.  

 
Parish: Debenham 

Land to the north of Gracechurch Street 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT04 

Impact Time -
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Public Right of Way transects the middle of the site 

1.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site adjacent to Debenham Secondary School, 
520m from Debenham Group Practice GP, 250m 
from Sir Robert Hitcham’s Primary School, 643m 
from East of England Co-op Foodstore 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

Table 35:ALT04 
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Key 
Qu. 

ALT04 

Impact Time -
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from main employment area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest body of water 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 
3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from either existing or proposed 
site for mineral extraction and/or waste 
management 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT04 

Impact Time -
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ2 & FRZ3 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at a very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Considered no impact upon designated HRA sites 
and are beyond 20km away from site.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not harm the significance of a 
heritage asset 

 

 

 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT04 

Impact Time -
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is well related to the existing settlement 
boundary.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The proposal is for residential development and 

unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land, therefore 

there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land and is 

proposed for residential use 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Within 10km access of A140 and A1120 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway capacity issues can be adequately 
mitigated 

Commentary 

The site has a PRoW transecting the middle of the site however this could be maintained within the 
development. and the site is within FRZ 2 & 3 however flood risks can be mitigated through the effective 
design and layout of development and, if required, through the incorporation of SUDS. The site is within 
100m from nearest water source and with Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of 
development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. 

 
Parish: Haughley 

Land to the west of Fishponds Way 

Table 36:ALT05 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT05 

Impact Time -
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
This area will not affect existing public open spaces 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site approx. 440m from Crawford’s School. Access 
to retail is within the preferred 800m walking 
distance via a continuous footpath. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from main employment area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 5.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest body of water 
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Key 
Qu. 

ALT05 

Impact Time -
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

water quality 
and resources 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 
3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from either existing or proposed 
site for mineral extraction and/or waste 
management 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 ?/- 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land therefore 
development would result in the partial loss of 
valuable agricultural land.  

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ2 & FRZ3 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at a very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of this site may be within a 20km 
zone of a Natura 2000 site therefore a HRA will be 
required.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 
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Key 
Qu. 

ALT05 

Impact Time -
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site adjacent to Haughley Conservation Area. The 
proposals should consider the scale/ type of 
development and impact on the historic 
environment. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is well related to the existing settlement 
boundary.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The proposal is for residential development and 

unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land, therefore 

there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land and is 

proposed for residential use 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use 

16. To 
encourage 16.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Haughley offers good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14. 
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Key 
Qu. 

ALT05 

Impact Time -
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway capacity issues can be adequately 
mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is within FRR2 & 3 however flood risks can be mitigated through the effective design and layout of 
development and, if required, through the incorporation of SUDS. The site is within 100m from nearest water 
source and with Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. The site is partially grade 2 agricultural 
land therefore development would result in the partial loss of valuable agricultural land. Site adjacent to 
Haughley Conservation Area. The proposals should consider the scale/ type of development and impact on 
the historic environment. 

 
Parish: Stradbroke 

Land south of Ash Plough and west of Queen Street  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT23 

Impact Time -
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site has got direct access to open countryside via 
designated foot and cycle in the north of site. The 
site to the easy joins the local primary school 
playing field. No open space with public value 
identified on site. Therefore development of the site 
would not result in loss of public open space.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site <800m from Stradbroke Primary School, 485m 
from SPAR. Four or more core services within 
800m/10 minutes walking distance of the site. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

Table 37:ALT23 
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Impact Time -
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Permanence Commentary 

skills in the 
population 
overall 2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband is available however 
cabinet is at capacity.  

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest body of water 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within Groundwater Source Protection 
Zone  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from either existing or proposed 
site for mineral extraction and/or waste 
management 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land . 
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Qu. 
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Impact Time -
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at a very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of this site may be within a 20km 
zone of a Natura 2000 site therefore a HRA will be 
required.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site is in proximity to Stradbroke Conservation Area 
however development is unlikely to impact on the 
historic environment. 
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Key 
Qu. 

ALT23 

Impact Time -
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is well related to the existing settlement 
boundary.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The proposal is for residential development and 

unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land, therefore 

there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land and is 

proposed for residential use 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Stradbroke offers adequate relationship to the 
wider transport network via the A143 and the A140. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway capacity issues can be adequately 
mitigated 

Commentary 
The site is within 100m from the nearest water source. The site is within proximity to heritage assets but 
development is unlikely to impact on the historic environment. The site is within a 20km zone of a 
Natura 2000 site therefore a project-level HRA would be required 

 
Site: Land to east of Queen Street 

Parish: Stradbroke 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT25 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve the 
health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent 
Development of the site would not result in 
the loss of open space  

1.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent 
Four or more core services within 800m of 
the site.  

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ related to 
overall infrastructure in consideration of 
sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

2.3 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 
2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise 
Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing and a 
mixture of dwelling types and tenures; 
however, this criterion is considered a 
policy issue and has not been considered 
in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, 
this criterion is considered a policy issue 
and has not been considered in this site 
assessment. 

Table 38:ALT25 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT25 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 

however, this criterion is considered a 
policy issues and has not been considered 
in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality and 
resources 

5.1 ? Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within groundwater source 
protection zone 3 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible improve 
air quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation 
can be neutralised through ensuring 
appropriate areas are incorporated into 
developments for refuse storage to 
maximise recycling, however this 
criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of 
information available to assess all sites 
against this objective – would only be 
known at the proposal/ application 
stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability and 
increase 
resilience to 
extreme weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be caused 
by climate 
change 

10.1 - 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ2 & FRZ3 

10.2 ?/- 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is partially at high risk of surface water 
flooding.  
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT25 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

11. To conserve 
and enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development of this site may be within a 
20km zone of a Natura 2000 site therefore 
an HRA is required.  

11.2 + 

Unknown until 
HRA 
completed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development would not have an 
impact on any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, 
CWS or ancient woodland due to 
being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be 
identified at the ‘whole plan level’ 
related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy 
together. 

11.4 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an 
impact on any Regionally Important 
Geological/ Geomorphological Sites 
due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To conserve 
and where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Unknown until 
planning 
application 
stage 

Unknown until 
planning 
application 
stage 

Site is adjacent to heritage assets therefore 
proposals should consider the scale/ type 
of development and impact on the historic 
environment. 
 

13. To conserve 
and enhance the 
quality and local 
distinctiveness of 
landscapes and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? Short- long 
term 

Permanent Medium/High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + Short- long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is fairly well related to the 
functional settlement  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic growth 

14.1 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential 
development and unlikely to create 
additional employment land. 

14.2 0 Short- Long Permanent The site is not currently employment 
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SA Objectives 
Key 
Qu. 

ALT25 

Impact Timescale Permanence Commentary 

throughout the 
plan area 

term land, therefore there would be no loss 
of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment 
land and is proposed for residential 
use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential 
use. 

15.2 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential 
use. 

15.3 0 Short- Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential 
use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient patterns 
of movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of travel 
in support of 
economic growth 

16.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent 
Site has good access to the wider transport 
network via the A143 and the A140 

16.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues 
can be adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development. The site is adjacent to heritage assets therefore 
proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. Further assessment required. The 
site is within flood zones FRZ2 & FRZ3 however flood risks can be adequately mitigated through the 
incorporation of SUDS. The site is within 100m from nearest water source and with Groundwater Source 
Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on 
consultation with relevant bodies. 

 
Parish: Stradbroke 

Land east of Queen Street 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT26 

Impact Time -
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

Table 39:ALT26 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT26 

Impact Time -
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site has got good access to the open countryside 
via allocated foot and cycle path.  No open space 
with public value identified on site. Therefore 
development of the site would not result in the loss 
of any open space. 

 

1.2 0 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Four or more core services within 800m/10 minutes 
walking distance of the site. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment area 

3.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent 
Site is within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Uncertain 
prior to 
consultation 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation Site is not within a groundwater source protection 

zone 

Economic 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT26 

Impact Time -
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from either existing or proposed 
site for mineral extraction and/or waste 
management 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Site is at a very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Unknown 
until HRA 
completed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of this would be within a 20km zone of 
a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required.  

11.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

 Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland as 
its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 

12.1 ? 

Unknown 
until 
planning 

Unknown until 
planning 
application stage. 

The site is within close proximity of heritage assets 
therefore proposals should consider the impacts on 
the historic environment  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT26 

Impact Time -
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

application 
stage 

 

 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent 
Medium/Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site is relatively well related to the existing 
settlement pattern. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- long 
term 

 The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- long 
term 

 The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- long 
term 

 The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- long 
term 

 The site is proposed for residential use 

15.2 0 
Short- long 
term 

 The site is proposed for residential use 

15.3 0 
Short- long 
term 

 The site is proposed for residential use 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Stradbroke offers adequate relationship to 

the wider transport network via the A143 and 

the A140. 

16.2 + 

Short- long 
term 

Permanent Any highway capacity issues can be adequately 
mitigated 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT26 

Impact Time -
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has adequate access to core services and facilities. The 
site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site therefore a project-level HRA would be required. The 
implications of development within this zone are uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. 
Site within 100m from nearest water source. The site is within proximity of heritage assets therefore 
proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. 

 
Parish: Bacton 

Site: Land south of Church Road 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT28 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the 
loss of open space. 

1.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Retail <350m, Peak time public transport <350m, 
Primary School <350m, GP Surgery - opposite site 
<200m. All accessed via establihsed footpaths on 
Church Road. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 
N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 

only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + Short- 
long 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Table 40:ALT28 



 

Page 171 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex F 

 

   

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT28 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

access to jobs 
and services 

term 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 
of the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 
of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertai
n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

Uncertain prior 
to consultation 

The site is within Groundwater Source 
Protection Zone 3. The implications of 
development within this zone are uncertain 
and dependant on consultation with relevant 
bodies. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central 
reservation or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 

8.1 N/A 
N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 

neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
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Key 
Qu. 

ALT28 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

management 
of waste 

refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
proposal/ application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water 
flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknow
n until 
HRA 
complet
ed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Protected species have been recorded in close 
proximity to the site. Development of this site may 
be within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, 
therefore a HRA will be required. 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site within proximity to listed buildings therefore 
proposals need to consider impacts on the historic 
environment.  
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Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT28 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 
and their 
settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Medium/High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 
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Qu. 

ALT28 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Bacton has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A140, A14 and Elmswell 
Train Station 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A140, A14 and Elmswell Train Station. The site is greenfield land and 
has medium/high sensitivity to change. It is in proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals 
should consider the impacts on the historic environment. The site is in close proximity of heritage 
asset therefore proposals must consider the impacts development would have on this in relation 
to the scale, type, layout and design of development.  A project-level HRA would be required to 
assess any impacts development would have on the Natura 2000 site alongside further 
investigation into the protected species. The site is within 100m from nearest water source and 
with Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. 

 
Parish: Haughley 

Site: Land to the north Station Road 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT30 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent 
This area will not affect existing public open 
spaces.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site approx. 540m from Crawford’s Primary School. 
Access to Public transport and retail services are 
within the preferred 800m walking distance 

Table 41:ALT30 
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Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT30 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 
of the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing and a mixture 
of dwelling types and tenures; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a 
quantum of affordable housing; however, this 
criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 

N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; 
however, this criterion is considered a policy 
issues and has not been considered in this 
site assessment. 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? Uncertai Uncertain prior The site is within Groundwater Source 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT30 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

water quality 
and resources 

n prior 
to 
consulta
tion 

to consultation Protection Zone 3. The implications of 
development within this zone are uncertain 
and dependant on consultation with relevant 
bodies. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre or main A road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral 
extraction site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate 
areas are incorporated into developments for 
refuse storage to maximise recycling, however 
this criterion in considered a policy 
consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this 
objective – would only be known at the 
proposal/ application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 11.1 + Unknow

n until 
Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Site is not within an IRZ. 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT30 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

HRA 
complet
ed 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient 
woodland due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy 
consideration only. Impacts will be identified at 
the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall 
infrastructure in consideration of sites and 
policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on 
any Regionally Important Geological/ 
Geomorphological Sites due to being suitably 
distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 
and their 
settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent 
Site is within proximity of Grade II listed building 
therefore proposals should consider impacts on the 
historic environment.  

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 - 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 



 

Page 178 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex F 

 

   

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

ALT30 

Impact Timesc
ale 

Permanence Commentary 

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development 
and unlikely to create additional employment 
land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, 
therefore there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and 
is proposed for residential use. 

15. To 
revitalise the 
District’s town 
centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Haughley offers good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential use and has a good relationship to the wider transport network 
via the A14. The site is greenfield land with a high sensitivity to change, as well as being grade 2 
& 3 agricultural land, therefore proposal will need to consider the impacts development would have on 
the sensitivity of landscape.. Site is within proximity of Grade II listed building therefore proposals 
should consider impacts on the historic environment.  The site is within Groundwater Source 
Protection Zone 3. The implications of development within this zone are uncertain and dependant 
on consultation with relevant bodies. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 The purpose of this Annex 

Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Council commissioned Place Services of Essex County Council to 
undertake an independent Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of the emerging Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local 
Plan.  

Place Services are acting as consultants for this work; therefore the content of this SA should not be 
interpreted or otherwise represented as the formal view of Essex County Council. 

This Annex represents the detailed appraisal of the Plan’s proposed JLP sites, as included within Annex E-
G.  
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2. Sustainability Framework 

2.1 The appraisal of sites 

The SA Framework for sites is an important tool in the SA process.  It provides the context against which the 
Plan’s content can be assessed and sets out the SA objectives with additional criteria / key questions that 
should be asked to decipher whether the suggested approach adheres to the principles of sustainability. 

Sites have been subjected to appraisal using a pro forma developed factoring in the key issues of the Plan 
area and all relevant available information across a range of sustainability criteria. In addition, the 
consultation of the Scoping Report allowed input from the Statutory Consultees and any other relevant 
stakeholders and interested parties and necessary changes have been included at this Regulation 18 stage. 

It is worthy of note that in line with the pro forma, appraisals will not be intended to be a detailed project-level 
assessment of each site, such as that provided by an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), but aim to 
provide a strategic level assessment highlighting those broad impacts of the sites to inform the plan-making 
process. Impacts and ranges of impacts highlighted in the site pro forma use quantitative information as far 
as possible.   

To reflect a consistency of approach regarding sites, the detailed information submitted for each site by the 
landowners / developers of each option may not be taken into account in those instances where they can be 
seen to offer different levels of information. As such, it is largely the case that only those site boundaries and 
the quantum of development for options have been taken from the respective submissions.  

The SA Framework used to assess all ‘reasonable’ sites that have been considered within the SA process 
can be found in the following table. 
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 Table 1: The SA Framework for sites 

Sustainability 
Objective 

Site Criteria Source Positive 

(+) 

Negative 

(-) 

Uncertain / 
Unknown (?) 

Neutral impact 

(0) 

 

1. To improve 

the health and 

wellbeing of the 

population 

overall and 

reduce health 

inequalities 

 

(1.1) Will the site 

see a loss of land 

classified as 

‘open space’? 

SHELAA Proposal includes 

additional open space 

Loss of open space, 

no compensation 

Where 

applicable 

No net loss of open space 

(1.2) Accessibility 

to local services 

and facilities 

GIS mapping / SHELAA 

Core services will be considered as:  

• A primary school 

• A secondary school 

• A local healthcare service (doctors' 

surgery)  

• Retail and service provision for day 

to day needs (district/local shopping 

centre, village shop) 

• Local employment opportunities 

(principally existing employment 

sites, but designated or proposed 

employment area in a local plan will 

also be considered) 

• For rural districts, a peak-time public 

transport service to/from a higher 

order settlement (peak time for the 

Where there are 4+ core 

services within 800m/10 

minutes walking distance 

N/A Where 

applicable 

Where there are 1 to 3 core services 

within 800m/10 minutes walking 

distance  
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purposes of this criterion will be 7-

9am and 4-6pm) 

 

 

 

 

2. To maintain 

and improve 

levels of 

education and 

skills in the 

population 

overall 

(2.1) Is there 

capacity in 

primary schools? 

Suffolk County Council and IDP. This criterion is considered a policy consideration only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan level’ related to 

overall infrastructure in consideration of sites and policy together. 

(2.2) Is there 

capacity in 

secondary 

schools? 

Suffolk County Council and IDP. This criterion is considered a policy consideration only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan level’ related to 

overall infrastructure in consideration of sites and policy together. 

(2.3) Fibre 

broadband 

availability 

Better Broadband for Suffolk rollout map. Fibre or wireless 

broadband available or 

Fibre broadband planned 

or underway to be 

completed by December 

2019 

Not in plans for an 

upgrade to superfast 

broadband or no 

broadband coverage 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

3. To reduce 

poverty and 

social exclusion 

and ensure 

access to jobs 

and services 

(3.1) Distance to 

main employment 

areas 

GIS / Aerial Mapping Less than or equal to 500-

1,000m from existing 

employment area 

 

n/a More than 

2,000m from an 

existing 

employment 

area 

Where applicable 
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 (3.2) Relationship 

/ distance to 

Enterprise Zones 

(Stowmarket 

Enterprise Park / 

Sproughton 

Enterprise Park) 

 

 

 

 

 

Aerial mapping  Less than or equal to 500-

1,000m from an Enterprise 

Zone 

n/a More than 

2,000m from an 

Enterprise Zone 

Where applicable 

 

 

4. To meet the 

housing 

requirements of 

the whole 

community 

(4.1) Will the site 

meet local 

thresholds for 

affordable 

housing?  

 

This is a policy issue and will not be assessed in the site assessment. 

(4.2) Will there be 

a suitable housing 

mix? 

 

This is a policy issue and will not be assessed in the site assessment. 

(4.3) Is the 

proposed housing 

density 

appropriate? 

This is a policy issue and will not be assessed in the site assessment. 
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5. To conserve 

and enhance 

water quality and 

resources 

(5.1) Proximity of 

any water bodies 

 

GIS SHELAA layers Over 100m n/a Within 100m  N/A 

(5.2) Is the site 

within a ground 

water source 

protection zone? 

 

 

 

 

 

GIS mapping Not in GPZ Within outer zone 

(Zone 2, Zone 2c) 

Within inner zone 

(Zone 1, Zone 1c) 

Within total 

catchment 

(Zone 3)/ where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

6. To maintain 

and where 

possible improve 

air quality and 

reduce noise 

pollution. 

(6.1) Is the site in 

close proximity to 

road traffic? 

GIS SHELAA layer Site is not within  

35m of the central 

reservation or centre of the 

A14/ 

A140/A12/A143/A137/ 

A1071/A1141 

Site is within  

35m of the central 

reservation or centre 

of the A14/ 

A140/A12/A143/A137/ 

A1071/A1141 

 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

(6.2) Is the site 

within proximity to 

mineral extraction 

or waste 

management 

Allocations in the Adopted Minerals Local 

Plan (2014) and the emerging 

Replacement Waste Local Plan (ongoing) 

Site is beyond 250m of 

either an existing or 

proposed site for mineral 

extraction or a site either 

existing as or allocated for 

a waste management 

Site is within 250m of 

either an existing or 

proposed site for 

mineral extraction or a 

site either existing as 

or allocated for a 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 
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facilities? facility. waste management 

facility. 

 

7. To conserve 

soil and mineral 

resources 

(7.1) Will the site 

result in a loss of 

best and most 

versatile 

agricultural land? 

Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) 

from the SHELAA assessment on 

“Landscape, Strategic Gap and 

Agricultural Land” 

Grade 3 or 4 or 5 Urban 

area / extension to an 

existing site / Other land 

primarily in non-

agricultural use 

 

Grade 2/Grade 1 Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

8. To promote 

the sustainable 

management of 

waste 

 

This SA Objective is considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 

contribution to 

climate change 

 

There will not be a comparable level of information available to assess all sites against this objective – features that would reduce contributions to climate change would only be known at 

the proposal / application stage. 

 

10. To reduce 

vulnerability and 

increase 

resilience to 

extreme weather 

events and 

flooding which 

may be caused 

by climate 

(10.1) Is the site 

within a flood risk 

zone  

 

GIS mapping of SHELAA sites 

SHELAA assessment on “Flood Risk”  

Site contains a minimum 

of 80% Flood Zone 1 

N/A  Uncertain (to 

include 

commentary in 

appraisal) 

Where applicable 

(10.2) Is the site 

in an area of high 

/ medium / low / 

very low risk of 

SCC data Very low  

Low 

High Medium Risk/ 

on zone 

boundary/ 

Where 

Where applicable 
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change flooding from 

surface water? 

applicable 

11. To conserve 

and enhance 

biodiversity and 

geodiversity 

(11.1) Is the site 

within the ZOIs of 

a Habitats Site(s) 

or the IRZ of a 

SSSI(s) 

 

GIS mapping/SHELAA Site is not within an IRZ  n/a Site is within an 

IRZ  

 

Where applicable 

 

 

 

(11.2) NNRs / 

LoWS / LNR / 

CWS / Ancient 

Woodland 

 

GIS mapping / SHELAA Development would not 

have a detrimental impact 

Development likely to 

have a detrimental 

impact  

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

 

 

(11.3) Will it lead 

to the creation of 

new habitat / 

biodiversity net 

gain? 

 

This criterion is considered a policy consideration only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration of sites and 

policy together. 

 

 

 

 

(11.4) Regionally 

Important 

Geological/ 

Geomorphological 

Sites (RIGS) / 

County 

Geographical 

GIS mapping/SHELAA Development would not 

have a detrimental impact 

Development likely to 

have a detrimental 

impact  

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 
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Sites 

 

 

 

12. To conserve 

and where 

appropriate 

enhance areas 

and assets of 

historical and 

archaeological 

importance and 

their settings 

(12.1) Might the 

site have an 

impact on, or 

harm the 

significance of, 

the historical 

assets: 

 

Historical assets are defined as: 

• Scheduled (Ancient) 

Monuments 

• Listed Buildings 

• Registered (Historic) Parks 

and Gardens 

• Conservation Areas 

• Heritage assets (local lists 

[including Historic Park or 

Garden identified by SCC]) 

• Archaeology 

 

 

No harm to the 

significance of a heritage 

asset or mitigation of any 

potential harm possible. 

Harm to the 

significance of a 

heritage asset. 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable. 

13. To conserve 

and enhance the 

quality and local 

distinctiveness of 

landscapes and 

townscapes 

(13.1) Is the site 

in an area noted 

for its high 

sensitivity to 

change? 

 

Heritage and Settlement Sensitivity 

Assessment for Babergh and Mid Suffolk 

District Councils, March 2018 

“Low” or “Medium/Low” 

sensitivity to change 

“High” sensitivity to 

change 

“Medium/High” 

sensitivity to 

change 

Where applicable 

. 

(13.2) Will any 

Tree Preservation 

Orders (TPOs) be 

affected? 

 

SHELAA GIS layers No TPO(s) on site TPO(s) on site TPO(s) 

adjacent to site 

Where applicable 
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(13.3) Is the site 

greenfield or 

brownfield?  

SHELAA Approximately 50% 

brownfield / greenfield 

 

n/a 

 

Greenfield  

 

Where applicable 

(13.4) Is the site 

within 

Development 

Limits? 

Current development limits and site 

boundary 

SHELAA 

Site is predominantly 

within development 

limit/Site is outside but 

adjacent to development 

limit/Site is relatively well 

related to existing 

settlement(s) 

Site is poorly related 

to the functional 

settlement/Site is in 

open countryside/ 

detrimental impact on 

sensitive townscapes 

which cannot be 

mitigated. 

 

 

 

 

 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

14. To achieve 

sustainable 

levels of 

prosperity and 

economic growth 

throughout the 

plan area 

(14.1) Is the site 

proposed for 

employment 

development / 

loss of 

employment 

land? 

 

Call-for-Sites information as submitted 

 

Site is proposed for 

employment/ Site is 

proposed for mixed-use 

development with 

employment 

Proposal will see a 

loss of identified 

appropriate 

employment land 

Where 

applicable 

Other uses 

(14.2) Will there Call-for-Sites information as submitted Site is not currently Proposal will see a Where Where applicable 
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be a loss of 

employment land 

(housing 

allocations) 

 

employment land  loss of identified 

appropriate 

employment land 

applicable 

(14.3) Will the 

proposal increase 

rural employment 

opportunities in a 

sustainable 

location?  

Call-for-Sites information as submitted 

Aerial mapping 

Employment proposals in 

rural areas / the 

countryside (as defined) 

within or adjacent to 

existing development 

boundaries 

n/a Employment 

proposals in 

rural areas / the 

countryside (as 

defined) 

physically 

separated from 

existing 

development 

boundaries  

 

Where applicable 

15. To revitalise 

the Districts’ 

town centres 

(15.1) Is the 

proposal for retail 

and suitable for a 

town centre 

location? 

Call-for-Sites information as submitted The proposal is for retail 

and within a defined town 

centre/The proposal is for 

mixed-use development 

(Inc. retail) within a defined 

town centre. 

 

The proposal is for 

retail and not well 

related to the defined 

town centre 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

(15.2) Is the 

proposal for 

leisure and 

suitable for a town 

Call-for-Sites information as submitted The proposal is for leisure 

and within a defined town 

centre/The proposal is for 

mixed-use development 

The proposal is for 

leisure and not well 

related to the defined 

town centre 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 
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centre location? (Inc. leisure) within a 

defined town centre. 

 

(15.3) Is the 

proposal for office 

space and 

suitable for a town 

centre location? 

Call-for-Sites information as submitted The proposal is for office 

space and within a defined 

town centre/The proposal 

is for mixed-use 

development (Inc. office 

space) within a defined 

town centre. 

 

 

 

The proposal is for 

office space and not 

well related to the 

defined town centre 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 

16. To 

encourage 

efficient patterns 

of movement 

and the use of 

sustainable 

methods of travel 

in support of 

economic growth 

(16.1) Is the site 

well located to 

transport 

networks. 

SHELAA “Access to wider transport 

networks” 

  

Housing sites: within 

10km of the strategic road 

network or railway station 

and good access to a B-

road 

 

Office-based 

employment: good public 

transport access within 

walking distance / good 

direct cycling route 

 

Storage and distribution: 

easily accessed within 

Housing sites: 

10km+ from the 

strategic road network 

or railway station and 

poor access to a B-

road 

22 

Office-based 

employment: poor 

public transport 

access / not within 

walking distance / 

poor walking and 

cycling routes. 

Housing sites:  

within 10km of 

the strategic 

road network or 

railway station 

and poor 

access to a B-

road 

 

 

Where applicable 
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2km of a Trunk Road or A 

class Road via 

unconstrained roads is 

considered good 

 

Storage and 

distribution: 5km+ 

from a Trunk Road or 

A class Road or 

accessed through 

constrained/local 

roads and/or through 

a town centre or 

residential area 

 

(16.2) Is the 

highway network 

at capacity? 

Transport modelling Any highway capacity 

issues can be adequately 

mitigated. 

Local network near or 

at capacity with 

limited mitigation 

options/ Local 

network over 

capacity. 

Where 

applicable 

Where applicable 



 

 

3. The Identification of Sites  

3.1 Sieving Criteria 

A number of sites that were submitted for consideration have been excluded from the SA process for several reasons. 
Planning Advisory Service (PAS) guidance states that,  

 ‘Potential sites – identified for example through a SHLAA – should be progressively filtered until 
a 'short list' of reasonable sites options is generated. In filtering sites, you can use three broad 
sets of criteria. If sites don't satisfy these criteria they aren't 'reasonable' alternatives and 
should be discounted. 

 

  - Exclusionary criteria – e.g. flood risk areas, areas of outstanding natural beauty 
(AONB) and green belt (taking into account Section 9 of the NPPF (paras 79-92)) and 
areas outside the pattern of development set out in the strategy. 

- Discretionary criteria – e.g. relating to public rights of way, agricultural land, local 
nature conservation designations etc. which might not lead to the exclusion of a site 
but would be important from a sustainability perspective and should influence the 
decision as to whether or not a site is taken forward (and, if it is, the conditions that 
might be attached to any development). 

- Deliverability criteria – e.g. land ownership, access, planning history, viability, size 
etc. all of which may have a bearing on whether or not the site is deliverable as a 
location for development.’ 

  

 These criteria should reflect the issues / topics / objectives used as the basis for the SA; this 
will obviate the need to undertake a separate and resource-intensive SA of the sites.’ 

 

This SA does not apply any exclusionary criteria or discretionary criteria, instead assessing all sites regardless of their 
‘suitability’ status within the SHELAA. The SHELAA does however include commentary and an overall judgement per 
site in regards to achievability and availability, which have been factored into the SA process in order to identify 
whether a site option can be considered ‘reasonable’ or not.  

Therefore, sites that have been identified as unachievable or unavailable in the SHELAA have not been considered 
‘reasonable’ options for allocation within the plan-making and SA processes.  
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4. The Appraisal of Sites 

4.1 Sites in Hamlets and Hinterland Villages 

Site Option: Bacton Middle School 

Parish: Bacton 

Proposed Use: Residential   

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA046 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent No loss of open space. A Public Rights of Way 
passes the site to the north west.  

1.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Bacton Middle School on site, 494m from Bacton 
Primary School, 320m from Londis convenience 
shop, peak-time public transport <350m- all 
accessed via established footpaths. Accessing the 
site would require pedestrians to cross Wyverstone 
Road. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 1000m from main employment area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 

Table 2: Site LA046 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA046 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

the whole 
community 

considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA046 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

caused by 
climate change 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Likely to contain species and/or habitats of nature 
conservation interest. Further assessment needed 
for ecological impact. 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland as 
its suitably distanced  

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent No harm to the significance of a heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is brownfield land 

13.4 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is poorly related to the existing settlement 
boundary. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA046 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A140, A14 and Elmswell 
Train Station 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated  

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has an adequate relationship to the wider transport 
network via the A140, A14 and Elmswell train station. The site is likely to contain species and/or habitats of 
nature conservation interest therefore further assessment would be needed to identify the specifics of any 
ecological impact at the planning application stage. The site is poorly related to the existing settlement 
boundary; design considerations may be needed due to the landscape’s medium to high sensitivity to 
change.  
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Site Option: LA047 – Land to the north east of Turkey Hall Lane 

Parish: Bacton 

Proposed Use: Residential  

 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA047 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would include the relocation 
of a playing field with no loss in open space.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 560m from Bacton Primary School, 
peak time public transport <350m, established 
footpaths are available on St. Mary’s Close.  

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from main employment area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 
this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 

Table 3: Site LA047 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA047 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is within FRZ1 

 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Likely to contain species and/or habitats of nature 
conservation interest. Further assessment needed 
for ecological impact 

11.2 + Short- Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA047 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

long term as it is suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 20m from Grade II listed building Turkey 
Hall. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The proposal is for residential development and 

unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land, therefore 

there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land and is 

proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA047 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Bacton has an adequate relationship to the A140, 
A14 and Elmswell Train Station 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated  

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development. The site has an adequate relationship to the A140, A14 and 
Elmswell train station. The site has been assessed as likely to contain species and/or habitats of nature 
conservation interest therefore further assessment would be needed to assess ecological impact at the 
planning application stage. The site is located within groundwater source protection zone 3, effects from this 
type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the planning application stage. The 
site is within close proximity to a Grade II listed building therefore proposals should consider the impacts on 
the historic environment. 
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Site Option: LA053 – land south of Ipswich Road 

Parish: Brantham 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA053 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 625m from Brooklands Primary 
School. Bus routes and shop within good walking 
distance, but footpath on opposite road side.  

 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre and wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from a main employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

Table 4: Site LA053 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA053 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not within a groundwater source 
protection zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 35m of the A137 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is grade 2 & 3 agricultural land therefore 
development would result in the partial loss of 
valuable agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1  

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within HRA RAMS 13km ZOI therefore 
contributions will be sought.  

11.2 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development likely to have a detrimental impact on a 
NNR, LoWS, LNR, CWS or ancient woodland 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA053 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Grade II* listed building Church of 
St. Michael and All Angels and Grade II listed 
building Lynchgate approx. 30m north of church. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfieldland 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The proposal is for residential development and 

unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land, therefore 

there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land and is 

proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 16.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Brantham offers good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A137. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA053 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.2 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent A137 is over capacity during both peak hours with 
limited mitigation options available.  

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has good access to the wider transport network via the 
A137. Despite this, the A137 is over capacity during both peak hours with limited mitigation options available. 
The site has a Medium/ High sensitivity to change and is adjacent to several listed buildings therefore 
proposals should consider the impacts on the landscape and historic environment respectively. The site is 
also within the HRA RAMS 13km ZOI any contributions will be sought from any residential development. It is 
also in close proximity to local wildlife designations and so an appropriate buffer may be required. The site is 
also 35m from the A137 therefore mitigation should be incorporated to ensure no detrimental health impacts 
are felt by any new residents.  
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Site Option: LA068 – land east of Ipswich Road 

Parish: Holbrook 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA068 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Public Rights of Way passes through the site. 

1.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
All core services are within 800m/10 mins walking 
distance of the site 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m of Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

Table 5: Site LA068 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA068 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within groundwater source protection zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent There are no biodiversity or geodiversity issues 
within the site. Site is within RAMS 13km ZOI 
therefore contributions will be sought.  

11.2 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development likely to have a detrimental impact on a 
NNR, LoWS, LNR, CWS or ancient woodland 

11.3 N/A N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA068 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development likely to have a detrimental impact on a 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Site  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 40m from Grade II listed building The 
Beeches. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The proposal is for residential development and 

unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land, therefore 

there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land and is 

proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 

16.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Holbrook offers adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A137. 

16.2 + Short- Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA068 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

long term adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and is very well connected to core services and facilities. 
The site is within a RAMS 13km ZOI therefore contributions will be sought. Proposals must consider the 
impacts development would have on a NNR, LoWS, LNR, CWS or ancient woodland and any Regionally 
Important Geological/ Geomorphological Site. The area is on an ascending gradient so has potential for being 
visually prominent from the road. A Public Right of Way passes through the site which would have to be 
incorporated into development or otherwise diverted. The site is within close proximity to listed buildings 
therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. 
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Site Option: LA098 – land south of High Road 

Parish: Leavenheath 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA098 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Only bus stops and a village hall are available within 
800m of the site. Core services such as primary 
schools, doctor surgery and village shops are 
available in Nayland and Stoke by Nayland, however 
these are over 3km away from the site.  

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest employment area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 
this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 

Table 6: Site LA098 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA098 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is grade 2 agricultural land therefore 
development would result in the loss of valuable 
agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of this would be within a 20km zone of 
a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA098 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  11.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm significance of 
heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 + 
Short- 
long term  The proposal is for residential development and 

unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 + 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land, therefore 

there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 + 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land and is 

proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA098 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site offers good relationship to wider transport 
networks as the site is located within 2km of the 
A134. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent A134 is near capacity during both peak hours 
however this can be adequately mitigated.  

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development. Development of this would be within a 20km zone of a 
Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required.  The site is located within groundwater 
source protection zone 3; effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. The site is located on grade 2 agricultural land and if developed 
would result in the loss of the best and most versatile soil, this would need to be taken into account prior to 
development taking place. 
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Site Option: LA074 – land to the north east of Chapel Road 

Parish: Mendlesham 

Proposed Use: Residential 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA074 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. A public right of way borders the site 
to the south and east.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 80m from Mendlesham Health Centre, 
479m from Mendlesham Primary School, 320m from 
Premier Stores. Making these services accessible 
would require new footpaths on Chapel Road. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N//A N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 
this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 

Table 7: Site LA074 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA074 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is adjacent to FRZ 2 & 3. 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of this site is within a 20km zone of a 
Natura 2000 site therefore a HRA will be required.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA074 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site 20m from Grade II listed building Calves Pightle. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The proposal is for residential development and 

unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land, therefore 

there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land and is 

proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA074 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Mendlesham has a good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A140. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated. 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development. The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site 
therefore a project-level HRA would be required. The site is adjacent to FRZ2 & FRZ3 and is also 20m from 
the Grade II listed Calves Pightle. The site is located within groundwater source protection zone 3 effects 
from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the planning application 
stage. The site is within close proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals should consider the impacts on 
the historic environment. 
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Site Option: LA075 – land south of The Street 

Parish: Shotley 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA075 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent A byway passes through the centre of the site from 
north to south.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Shotley Primary School, 240m from 
Shotley Surgery. Retail store/post office is located 
within 300m of the site, a footpath connects the site 
with the settlement and services 

 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

Table 8: Site LA075 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA075 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from nearest mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is Grade 2 agricultural land therefore 
development would result in the loss of valuable 
agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Oldhall Grove (County Wildlife Site) is located 250m 
to the north of the site. Site within HRA RAMS 13km 
ZOI therefore contributions will be sought 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA075 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  11.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geo morphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Grade II listed building Rose 
Farmhouse  

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The proposal is for residential development and 

unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land, therefore 

there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land and is 

proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA075 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Shotley offers poor relationship to the wider transport 
network.  The A137, and access to the A14, is over 
10km away from the settlement. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development. Oldhall Grove (County Wildlife Site) is located 250m to the 
north of the site however effects can be avoided through design / layout considerations. The site has poor 
relationship to the wider transport network, due to its isolation from other settlements. The site is within the HRA 
RAMS 13km ZOI therefore contributions will be sought. Proposals must also consider the impacts of 
development on the listed building in close proximity to the site. The site is located on grade 2 agricultural land 
and if developed would result in the loss of the best and most versatile soil, this would need to be taken into 
account prior to development taking place.  
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Site Option: LA076 – land south of The Street  

Parish: Stonham Aspal 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA076 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site includes playing fields. Development of the 
site would be suitable if they could be replaced 
locally. Public rights of way passes through the site.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 630m from Stonham Aspal Primary 
School accessed via established footpaths. Day to 
day retail opportunities and some employment 
opportunities available at Stonham Barns (500m) 
from the site, however there are no footpaths 
connecting the site and Stonham Barns.  

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre and wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from main employment areas 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

Table 9: Site LA076 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA076 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 ? 
Unknown 
until HRA 
complete

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Protected species have been recorded within close 
proximity to the site. Development of this would be 
within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA076 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

d project-level HRA would be required.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site adjacent to Grade II listed buildings Ponds 
Cottage, Chevers Farmhouse and the barn 30m 
south of Chevers Farmhouse  

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The proposal is for residential development and 

unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land, therefore 

there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land and is 

proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA076 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent A140 is located within 2 km of Stonham Aspal, site 
fronts onto the A1120. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent A1120 is over capacity during both peak hours 
however this capacity issue can be adequately 
mitigated.   

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development. Protected species have been recorded within close proximity 
to the site which would require an ecological assessment at the planning application stage. Development of this 
would be within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required. The site is 
also adjacent to the Grade II listed buildings Ponds Cottage, Chevers Farmhouse and the barn 30m south of 
Chevers Farmhouse, which may ensure that the design / scale of proposals require particular consideration.  

Effects on the historic environment and landscape has been measured and recorded within the Heritage and 
Settlement Sensitivity Assessment, March 2018. 

The site should also seek to replace the playing fields which would be lost if development were to go ahead. 
The site is located within groundwater source protection zone 3, effects from this type of development are 
uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the planning application stage. 
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Parish: Woolpit 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA093 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site has direct link via public footpath into adjoining 
open countryside. Development of the site would not 
result in the loss of any open space. 

1.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 335m from Woolpit Primary School, 
295m from Woolpit Health Centre 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from main employment area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

Table 10: Site LA093 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA093 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is grade 2 & 3 agricultural land therefore 
development could result in the partial loss of 
valuable agricultural land.  

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Likely to contain species and/or habitats of nature 
conservation interest. Further assessment required 
for any adverse ecological impacts. 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA093 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site adjacent to Grade II listed building Priory 
Cottage  

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The proposal is for residential development and 

unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land, therefore 

there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land and is 

proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 16.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Woolpit offers good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA093 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The A14 is near capacity during both peak hours 
however these network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated. 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has a good relationship to the wider transport network 
via the A14. The site is likely to contain species and/ or habitats of nature conservation interest which would 
require ecological assessment at the planning application stage. Proposals must consider the impact 
development could have on the listed building adjacent to the site with subsequent design, scale and layout 
implications.  The site is located within groundwater source protection zone 3; effects from this type of 
development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the planning application stage. 
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Parish: Woolpit 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA094 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 45m from Woolpit Health Centre, 100m 
from Woolpit Primary School, 482m from Costcutter 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

Table 11: Site LA094 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA094 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is adjacent to the nearest water source. 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Protected species have been recorded in close 
proximity to the site. Site lies within a Mineral 
Safeguarding Zone.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA094 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site is adjacent to Woolpit conservation area 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The proposal is for residential development and 

unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land, therefore 

there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land and is 

proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 16.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Woolpit has a good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14. 
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Qu. 

LA094 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent A14 is near capacity during both peak hours 
however this can be adequately mitigated.  

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and is well connected to the wider transport network via the 
A14. Protected species have been recorded in close proximity to the site and so proposals must consider the 
impact development might have on these through an ecological assessment at the planning application stage. 
The site is well related to the settlement pattern and is detached from the Woolpit Conservation Area however; 
development has the potential to change the townscape on the approach to Woolpit. Effects on the historic 
environment and landscape has been measured and recorded within the Heritage and Settlement Sensitivity 
Assessment, March 2018.The scale/type of proposals must be sensitive in this regard.  The site is located 
within groundwater source protection zone 3 effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage 
and can be addressed at the planning application stage. 
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Parish: Woolpit 

Proposed Use: Residential 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA095 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Good access to open countryside via designated 
foot and cycle paths. No open space with public 
value identified on site. Therefore, development of 
the site would not result in the loss of any open 
space.  

1.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Four or more core services within 800m/10 minutes 
walking distance of the site. 

 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 
this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 

Table 12: Site LA095 
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Key 
Qu. 

LA095 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site not within groundwater source protection zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is within 35m of the A14 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is grade 2 & 3 agricultural land therefore 
development could result in the loss of the best 
valuable land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Site is within the Mineral Consultation Zone. 
Development of this would be within a 20km zone of 
a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required. Likely to contain species and/or 
habitats of nature conservation interest. Further 
assessment required.  
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Key 
Qu. 

LA095 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site partially within Woolpit conservation area 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The proposal is for residential development and 

unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land, therefore 

there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land and is 

proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 
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Key 
Qu. 

LA095 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Woolpit offers good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent A14 is near capacity during both peak hours 
however this can be adequately mitigated.  

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development. The site is within 35m of the A14 therefore any air quality 
impacts must be considered to ensure no effects are experienced on site. Development of this would be 
within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required. The site is also 
likely to contain species and/or habitats of nature conservation interest and so an ecological assessment would 
be required at the planning application stage. The site is partially within a conservation area therefore proposals 
must consider any impacts development would have. The site is within close proximity to heritage assets 
therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. 
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Site Option: LA096– land north east of Heath Road 

Parish: Woolpit 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA096 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Good access to open countryside via designated 
foot and cycle paths. No open space with public 
value identified on site. Therefore, development of 
the site would not result in the loss of any open 
space.  

1.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Four or more core services within 800m/10 minutes 
walking distance of the site. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m of Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 
this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 

Table 13: Site LA096 
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Key 
Qu. 

LA096 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Site is within the Mineral Consultation Zone. 
Development of this would be within a 20km zone of 
a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA096 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  11.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Development of site will not harm the significance of 
heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The proposal is for residential development and 

unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land, therefore 

there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land and is 

proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 
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Key 
Qu. 

LA096 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Woolpit offers good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent A14 is near capacity during both peak hours 
however this can be adequately mitigated.  

Commentary 
The site is proposed for residential development. The site lies within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site; 
therefore a project-level HRA would be required, it is also within a minerals consultation zone. The site is 
located within groundwater source protection zone 3 effects from this type of development are uncertain at 
this stage and can be addressed at the planning application stage 

 
  



 

Page 67 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex G 

  

   

 

Parish: Woolpit 

Proposed Use: Residential  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA097 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Good access to open countryside via designated 
foot and cycle paths. No open space with public 
value identified on site. Therefore, development of 
the site would not result in the loss of any open 
space.  

1.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 85m from Woolpit Primary School, 
200m from Woolpit Health Centre, 485m from 
Costcutter 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

Table 14: Site LA097 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA097 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at low risk of from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA097 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm the significance of 
heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The proposal is for residential development and 

unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land, therefore 

there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land and is 

proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 16.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Woolpit offers good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA097 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary The site is within groundwater source protection zone 3; effects from this type of development are uncertain 
at this stage and can be addressed at the planning application stage 
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Parish: Shotley – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Residential development 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA075 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent A byway passes through the centre of the site from 
north to south.  

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Shotley Primary School, 240m from 
Shotley Surgery. Retail store/post office is located 
within 300m of the site; a footpath connects the site 
with the settlement and services. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment area 

3.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 
this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 

Table 15: Site LA075 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA075 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from nearest mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 2 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Oldhall Grove (County Wildlife Site) is located 
250m to the north of the site. Site within HRA 
RAMS 13km ZOI therefore contributions will be 
sought 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA075 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Grade II listed building Rose 
Farmhouse. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for residential development and 
unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land, therefore 
there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 

Permanent The site is not currently employment land and is 
proposed for residential use. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

LA075 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

term 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Shotley offers poor relationship to the wider transport 
network.  The A137, and access to the A14, is over 
10km away from the settlement. 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development with poor connection to the wider transport network due to 
being in a peninsula settlement; both the A137 and A14 are over 10km away. Oldhall Grove (County Wildlife 
Site) is located 250m from the site; however a buffer or other mitigation is feasible within any scheme. The 
site is within the 13km ZOI for the RAMS HRA, and as such contributions will be sought. A byway also 
passes through the centre of the site which is likely to have to be retained. The site is within close proximity 
to listed buildings therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. The site is 
located on grade 2 agricultural land and if developed would result in the loss of the best and most versatile 
soil, this would need to be taken into account prior to development taking place. 
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5. Settlement boundary alterations 
Site Option: Land north of The Street 

Parish: Aldham  

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land North of The Street, Aldham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Aldham has limited services and facilities. Primary 
school 2km, GP 6km, Post office 2km. 
 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre and wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

Table 16: Land north of The Street, Aldham 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land North of The Street, Aldham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within groundwater source protection zones 2 
& 3. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent A County Wildlife Site (Corn Hatches Grove) lies 
350m to the north of the site. Site within RAMS 13km 
zone therefore contributions will be sought.  

11.2 + Short- Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land North of The Street, Aldham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

long term as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of site is likely to  result in harm to the 
significance of a heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land North of The Street, Aldham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Aldham has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A1071. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration. The site has adequate access to core services and 
facilities and to the wider transport network via the A1071. The site is within a RAMS 13km ZOI and so 
contributions will be sought from any potential residential development.  A County Wildlife Site (Corn 
Hatches Grove) lies 350m to the north of the site however this should not be a barrier to any sensitive 
scheme that may be forthcoming. The site is within close proximity to heritage assets therefore proposals 
should consider the impacts on the historic environment. The site is in groundwater source protection zones 2 
& 3, effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the planning 
application stage 
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Site Option:  Land south of Long Thurlow 

Parish: Badwell Ash  

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Long Thurlow, Badwell Ash 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Long Thurlow has limited services. A rural bus 
service is located in close proximity to the site, but 
this provides a limited service. 
 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 5.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

Table 17: Land south of Long Thurlow, Badwell Ash 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Long Thurlow, Badwell Ash 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

water quality 
and resources 5.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site is within a 20km zone of a 
Natura 2000 site, therefore an HRA will be required.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as it is suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Long Thurlow, Badwell Ash 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Grade II listed building Old Forge 
Cottage and attached stables to south west of the 
Old Forge, and Grade II listed Rowan Cottage.  

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The area is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration but is currently outside the existing 
settlement boundary. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 16.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Long Thurlow has adequate relationship to wider 
transport networks via the A14 and A143. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Long Thurlow, Badwell Ash 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 
The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with adequate access to the wider transport 
networks via the A14 and A143. Any possible development of the site would be within a 20km zone of a Natura 
2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required. The site is within close proximity to listed buildings 
therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. 

 

Site Option: Land north of Long Thurlow Road (1) 

Parish: Badwell Ash 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Long Thurlow Road, Badwell Ash 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Long Thurlow has limited services. A rural bus stop 
is located adjacent to the site however it offers a very 
limited service. 
 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

Table 18: Land north of Long Thurlow Road, Badwell Ash 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Long Thurlow Road, Badwell Ash 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site not within groundwater source protection zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Long Thurlow Road, Badwell Ash 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as it is suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site adjacent to Grade II listed Thatched Cottage 
and Grade II listed building Kayden House. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is predominantly within the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for residential development and 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Long Thurlow Road, Badwell Ash 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

unlikely to create additional employment land 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land, therefore 

there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land and is 

proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Long Thurlow has adequate relationship to wider 
transport networks via the A14 and A143. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 
The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate relationship to the wider transport 
networks via the A14 and A143. The site has limited constraints to any subsequent development however 
the extension may be in close proximity / adjacent to a Grade II listed Thatched Cottage and Grade II listed 
Kayden House; therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. 

 
 

Site Option: Land to the west of B1077 

Parish: Ashbocking 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the west of B1077, Ashbocking 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

Table 19: Land to the west of B1077, Ashbocking 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the west of B1077, Ashbocking 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not result in the loss of open 
space.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Peak time public transport is available within 350m 
(30 minutes to Ipswich), however this would require 
footpath improvements of approximately 20m. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m of Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m of nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 6.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the west of B1077, Ashbocking 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland as 
it is suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm the significance of 
a heritage asset 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the west of B1077, Ashbocking 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is predominantly within the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 

16.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Ashbocking has an adequate relationship to the 
wider transport network via the A140 / A14. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the west of B1077, Ashbocking 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

economic 
growth 

Commentary The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration. Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3 
effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the planning 
application stage 

 

Site Option: Land east of Bowl Road and North West of Cobbold Close  

Parish: Battisford 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Bowl Road and north west of Cobbold Close, Battisford 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 100m of a bus stop offering a limited 
service and a public house, there is currently no 
footpath connecting the site and services. Further 
services are available in Stowmarket (7km) and 
Needham Market (9km) 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Table 20: Land east of Bowl Road and North West of Cobbold Close 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Bowl Road and north west of Cobbold Close, Battisford 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Bowl Road and north west of Cobbold Close, Battisford 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

which may be 
caused by 
climate change 10.2 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is predominately at very low risk from surface 
water flooding however is at boundary of medium 
risk area 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Protected Species have been recorded in close 
proximity to the site. Development of this would be 
within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a 
project-level HRA would be required. 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland as 
it is suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm significance of 
heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Bowl Road and north west of Cobbold Close, Battisford 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

throughout the 
plan area 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Battisford has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14 and Needham Market/ 
Stowmarket Train Station 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration and has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14 and Needham Market/ Stowmarket train stations. Protected Species have been 
recorded in close proximity to the site so any forthcoming development would need to undertake an ecological 
assessment at the planning application stage. Similarly, the site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, 
therefore a project-level HRA would be required of any subsequent development within this expansion area.  
The site is located within groundwater source protection zone 3; effects from this type of development are 
uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the planning application stage 

 

Site Option: Land south of Hadleigh Road 

Parish: Boxford 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Hadleigh Road, Boxford 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

Table 21: Land south of Hadleigh Road, Boxford 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Hadleigh Road, Boxford 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Only bus stops are available within 800m of the site. 
Core services such as the primary school and village 
shops are available from 1.1km to 1.5km of the site, 
however there are no existing footpaths and walking 
along the A1071 may be dangerous  

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 6.1 + Short- Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Hadleigh Road, Boxford 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

long term centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 2 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1  

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of this would be within a 20km zone of 
a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland as 
it is suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Hadleigh Road, Boxford 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 50m from Grade II listed building Street 
Farmhouse and 80m from Grade II Corner Cottage.  

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 

16.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site offers adequate relationship to wider 
transport networks. The site is within 2km of the 
A1071. 

16.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Hadleigh Road, Boxford 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration and is adequately related to core services and 
facilities; however there are no footpaths to access these. The expansion site is within a 20km zone of a 
Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required. Any forthcoming proposals on the site 
should consider the impacts that development would have on the townscape in relation to scale/ type of 
development, as well as the effects on the historic environment. The site is located within groundwater source 
protection zone 3; effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at 
the planning application stage. The site is located on grade 2 agricultural land and if developed would result 
in the loss of the best and most versatile soil, this would need to be taken into account prior to development 
taking place. 

 

Site Option: Land south of B1456 

Parish: Chelmondiston 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of B1456, Chelmondiston 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. from Chelmondiston Primary School. 
Average access to core services and facilities. One 
to three core services within 800m/10 minutes 
walking distance of the site: primary school, bus 
stops and village shops.  These are accessible 
through existing footpaths. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

Table 22: Land south of B1456, Chelmondiston 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of B1456, Chelmondiston 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is Grade 2 agricultural land therefore 
development would result in the loss of the ‘best and 
most valuable’ agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of B1456, Chelmondiston 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is partially at low/ medium risk of surface water 
flooding however majority of site is at very low risk 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within HRA RAMS 13km ZOI therefore 
contributions will be sought 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development on site will have no harm on the 
significance of a heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change  

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of B1456, Chelmondiston 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site offers adequate relationship to wider 
transport networks and is within approximately 8km 
of the A14. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration as is well adequately related to the wider transport 
network. The expansion site is relatively free of constraints and none are considered insurmountable. The 
site is within the HRA RAMS 13km ZOI therefore contributions will be sought of any potential residential 
development scheme. The site is located on grade 2 agricultural land and if developed would result in the 
loss of the best and most versatile soil, this would need to be taken into account prior to development taking 
place. 

 

Site Option: Land west of the A1141 

Parish: Cockfield 

Proposed Use: Residential  

Table 23: Land west of the A1141, Cockfield 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of the A1141, Cockfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Services available in Cockfield are limited and 
sparsely located, there is: bus stops, primary school 
(on Church Lane), garage, village shop/post office, 
village hall.  There are existing pedestrian footpaths 
on some of the roads linking the settlements. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone.  

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing and a mixture of dwelling 
types and tenures; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.2 N/A 

N/A N/A The development of this site may deliver a quantum 
of affordable housing; however this criterion is 
considered a policy issue and has not been 
considered in this site assessment. 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The housing density may be appropriate; however 

this criterion is considered a policy issue and has 
not been considered in this site assessment. 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 5.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of the A1141, Cockfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

water quality 
and resources 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is within 35m of the A1141 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is grade 2 agricultural land therefore 
development would result in the loss of valuable 
agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland as 
it is suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 
N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 

only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of the A1141, Cockfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is partially within Cross Green Cockfield 
conservation area 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The proposal is for residential development and 

unlikely to create additional employment land. 

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land, therefore 

there would be no loss of such land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is not currently employment land and is 

proposed for residential use. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for residential use. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site offers good relationship to wider transport 
networks. The site adjoins the A1141. 

16.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of the A1141, Cockfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has good relationship to the wider transport network via 
the A1141. The site is within 35m of the A1141 therefore mitigation should be incorporated to ensure that 
there are no health related air quality impacts on any new community.   The site is located within 
groundwater source protection zone 3; effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and 
can be addressed at the planning application stage. The site is located on grade 2 agricultural land and if 
developed would result in the loss of the best and most versatile soil, this would need to be taken into 
account prior to development taking place. The site is also within the Cross Green Cockfield conservation 
area; this should be taken into account when designing development on the site. 

 

Site Option: Land west of Bildeston Road 

Parish: Combs 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Bildeston Road, Combs 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site has a continuous footpath linking it to the village. 
Site is within 100m of a bus stop offering limited 
services. Stowmarket is located within 5km and 
Combs Ford within 3km. 
 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

Table 24: Land west of Bildeston Road, Combs 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Bildeston Road, Combs 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Bildeston Road, Combs 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland as 
it is suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm the significance of 
heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Low/ Medium sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Bildeston Road, Combs 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Combs has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14 and Stowmarket train 
station. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary The site is proposed for a modest settlement boundary alteration. the site is within groundwater source 
protection zone 3; effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at 
the planning application stage. 

 

Site Option: Land north east of Mill Hill 

Parish: Cotton 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

Table 25: Land north east of Mill Hill, Cotton 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north east of Mill Hill, Cotton 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Cotton has limited services - a rural bus service and 
pub is located within 250m of the site. 
 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north east of Mill Hill, Cotton 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is partially within FRZ2 & FRZ3 

10.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site borders area at high risk from surface water 
flooding however site is at very low risk 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland as 
it is suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north east of Mill Hill, Cotton 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm the significance of 
heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 

16.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Cotton has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A140. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north east of Mill Hill, Cotton 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration and has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A140. The site is also partially within FRZ2 & FRZ3 and borders an area of high 
risk from surface water flooding. Despite this, fluvial flood risk areas can be avoided on site and surface 
water issues can be mitigated through the incorporation of SUDS within any possible forthcoming 
development. The site is located within groundwater source protection zone 3; effects from this type of 
development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the planning application stage 

 

Site Option: Land west of Jacks Green Road 

Parish: Creeting St Mary 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Jacks Green Road, Creeting St Mary 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is adjacent to allotments. A public right of way 
passes through the site.  

1.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Primary school, Needham Market retail and 
employment sites over 800m from site 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 3.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment area 

Table 26: Land west of Jacks Green Road, Creeting St Mary 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Jacks Green Road, Creeting St Mary 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.2 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Jacks Green Road, Creeting St Mary 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is partially within FRZ2 & FRZ3 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Two County Wildlife sites are located within 300m of 
the site (River Gipping and Fen Alder Carr). Site 
within HRA RAMS 13km ZOI therefore contributions 
will be sought. Site lies within a Mineral Consultation 
Zone.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWS, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland due 
to being suitably distanced  

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 70m from Grade II listed building The 
Watering. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The landscape is within an area of a high sensitivity 
to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is both greenfield and brownfield land 

13.4 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of all of the site would be poorly related 
to the existing settlement pattern. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Jacks Green Road, Creeting St Mary 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Good access to A14 and Needham Market Railway 
Station 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent A14 is over capacity during the AM peak hour 
however this capacity issue can be adequately 
mitigated.  

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development and has adequate access to the A14 and Needham Market 
railway station. The site is partially within FRZ2 & FRZ3 however flood risk may be able to be avoided.  A 
public right of way passes through the site; however this could be incorporated into development or 
otherwise diverted through any forthcoming development scheme. The site is located within groundwater 
source protection zone 3; effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage. The site is within close proximity to listed buildings therefore 
proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment, it also has a high sensitivity to change 
which would need to be taken into account prior to development. 

 

Site Option: Land north east of Haggars Mead 

Parish: Stonham Earl 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

Table 27: Land north east of Haggars Mead, Stonham Earl 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north east of Haggars Mead, Stonham Earl 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site has adequate access to core facilities and 
services 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 6.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north east of Haggars Mead, Stonham Earl 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland as 
it is suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 73m from Grade II listed building 
Sunnyside. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north east of Haggars Mead, Stonham Earl 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

 The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is near the A1120 and A140 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north east of Haggars Mead, Stonham Earl 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

economic 
growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration and is well related to the existing transport network 
via the A1120 and A140. The site is located over 2000m from nearest main employment area. There are few 
constraints on site, although the site is approx. 73m from the Grade II listed Sunnyside. However any 
possible development of the site may be unlikely to harm significance of heritage asset if sensitively 
designated and of an appropriate scale. The site is located within groundwater source protection zone 3; 
effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the planning 
application stage 

 

Site Option: Land to the east of Valley Road 

Parish: Great Waldingfield 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the east of Valley Road 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 400m from Great Waldingfield Primary 
School. Average access to core services and 
facilities. One to three core services within 800m/10 
minutes walking distance of the site: primary 
school, post office, public house, bus stops.  These 
are accessible through existing footpaths. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband is available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 3.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from main employment area 

Table 28: Land to the east of Valley Road 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the east of Valley Road 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.2 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the east of Valley Road 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of this would be within a 20km zone of 
a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland as 
it is suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent A listed building lies approx. 70m north of site. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the east of Valley Road 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site offers adequate relationship to wider 
transport networks. The site is within approximately 
4.5km of the A134. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration. Development of this site would be within a 20km zone 
of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required. The site is also within close proximity to 
a listed building; however any effects may be mitigated through sensitive scale and design at the planning 
application stage. The site is located within groundwater source protection zone 3; effects from this type of 
development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the planning application stage 

 

Site Option: Land south of Waldingfield Road 

Parish: Great Waldingfield 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

Table 29: Land south of Waldingfield Road, Great Waldingfield 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Waldingfield Road, Great Waldingfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 510m from Great Waldingfield Primary 
School 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 1000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 6.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Waldingfield Road, Great Waldingfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral consultation 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site at low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland as 
it is suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Grade II listed Thatch Cottage, 
Grade II listed Chilton Cottage and Grade II listed 
Nos 1-3 Valley Road.  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Waldingfield Road, Great Waldingfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is approximately 2km to the A134 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Waldingfield Road, Great Waldingfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

economic 
growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. The site is relatively free of constraints however is 
adjacent to the Grade II listed Thatch Cottage, the Grade II listed Chilton Cottage and the Grade II listed Nos 
1-3 Valley Road. Any potential development of the site would have to demonstrate that the scheme would 
not harm the significance of these heritage assets.  The site is located within groundwater source protection 
zone 3; effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the 
planning application stage 

 

Site Option: Land west of The Causeway 

Parish: Hitcham 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of the Causeway, Hitcham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
This area will not affect existing public open spaces.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 460m from Sproughton Primary 
School.  Stowmarket High School - 9.9km, 
Bildeston GP Surgery - 3.2km, Public Transport - 
125m, Hitcham Post Office - 125m 

 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 3.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

Table 30: Land west of the Causeway, Hitcham 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of the Causeway, Hitcham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.2 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is adjacent to a water body 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of the Causeway, Hitcham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent There are no biodiversity or geodiversity issues 
within the site. Development of this site may be 
within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site therefore a 
HRA will be required.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland as 
it is suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Grade II listed building. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land  

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of the Causeway, Hitcham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Hitcham offers adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A1141. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 
site there a project-level HRA would be required of any forthcoming development. The site is within close 
proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. The 
site is located within groundwater source protection zone 3; effects from this type of development are 
uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the planning application stage 

 

Site Option: Land south of The Street  

Parish: Hunston 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

Table 31: Land south of The Street, Hunston 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of the Street, Hunston 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Hunston has limited services; the site is within 
walking distance of a rural bus service which does 
not provide a peak time service. Badwell Ash is 
located within 2km of the site. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre and wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest Local Enterprise 
Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone  

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 6.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of the Street, Hunston 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 250m from existing mineral extraction site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 2 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is predominately at very low risk from surface 
water flooding however borders area at high risk of 
flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 

12.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within Hunston conservation area 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of the Street, Hunston 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ High sensitivity to change 

13.2 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent TPO G1 on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 

16.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Hunston has an adequate relationship with the wider 
transport network via the A1088 and A143 and 
Thurston Train Station (9km). 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of the Street, Hunston 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

economic 
growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration and has an adequate relationship with the wider 
transport network via the A1088 and A143 and Thurston train station. Proposals must consider the impacts 
development would have on the Hunston Conservation Area as the area is deemed to have medium/high 
sensitivity to change. The TPO can be potentially incorporated into the development. The site is located on 
grade 2 agricultural land and if developed would result in the loss of the best and most versatile soil, this 
would need to be taken into account prior to development taking place. 

 

Site Option: Land east of The Tye 

Parish: Lindsey 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of the Tye, Lindsey 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not result in the loss of open 
space 

1.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site has adequate relationship to core facilities 
and services  

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Table 32: Land east of the Tye, Lindsey 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of the Tye, Lindsey 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of the Tye, Lindsey 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

which may be 
caused by 
climate change 10.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at a very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Grade II listed building Ivydene and 
Grade II listed Rose Cottage.  

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of the Tye, Lindsey 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

throughout the 
plan area 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Bus station approx. 2.1km (as well as community 
and school bus). Train station 6.2km away. Lindsey 
offers good relationship to the wider transport 
network via the A1141. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 
The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration and has very few constraints. The site is within close 
proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. Site 
is within groundwater source protection zone 3. Effects from this type of development are uncertain at this 
stage and can be addressed at the planning application stage 

 

Site Option: Land south east of The Street 

Parish: Little Waldingfield 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south east of The Street, Little Waldingfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Public right of way passes through the site.  

Table 33: Land south east of The Street, Little Waldingfield 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south east of The Street, Little Waldingfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent There are no core services within the settlement of 
Little Waldingfield, apart from bus stops and a public 
house. There are some services in Great 
Waldingfield (primary school, village shops, post 
office, public house, bus stops) 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south east of The Street, Little Waldingfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

reduce noise 
pollution 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is grade 2 agricultural land therefore 
development would result in the loss of valuable 
agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWS, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland due 
to being suitably distanced  

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within Little Waldingfield conservation area 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south east of The Street, Little Waldingfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site offers adequate relationship to wider 
transport networks. The site is within approximately 
4km of the A1141 and 6km of the A134. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration and is within the Little Waldingfield conservation 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south east of The Street, Little Waldingfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

area, therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment.. A public right of way 
passes through the site. The site is located within groundwater source protection zone 3; effects from this 
type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the planning application stage. The 
site is located on grade 2 agricultural land and if developed would result in the loss of the best and most 
versatile soil, this would need to be taken into account prior to development taking place. 

 

Site Option: Land east of Withersdale Road 

Parish: Mendham 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Withersdale Road, Mendham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site has got no access to open countryside via 
designated foot and cycle path. No open space with 
public value identified on site. Therefore, 
development of the site would not result in the loss of 
any open space.  

1.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Mendham Primary School. Average 
access to core services and facilities. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 4.1 N/A N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

Table 34: Land east of Withersdale Road, Mendham 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Withersdale Road, Mendham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

requirements of 
the whole 
community 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 4 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 11.1 ? Unknown 

until HRA 
Unknown until Development of this would be within a 20km zone of 

a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Withersdale Road, Mendham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

complete
d 

HRA completed would be required. No other constraints identified.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Development of site will not harm significance of 
heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Withersdale Road, Mendham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Mendham offers good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A143. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration and has very few constraints. The site is within a 
20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required from any residential 
development.  

 

Site Option: Land south of Stowmarket Road 

Parish: Old Newton 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Stowmarket road, Old Newton 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent A Public Rights of Way crosses through the site.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 750m from Old Newton Primary School. 
Village shop <500m, peak time bus service <400m, 
small employment opportunities <500m. Footpath 
improvements would be required along Stowmarket 
Road to make these services accessible.  

Table 35: Land south of Stowmarket road, Old Newton 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Stowmarket road, Old Newton 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from main employment area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from either existing or proposed 
mineral extraction site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Stowmarket road, Old Newton 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is within a 20k zone of a Natura 2000 site.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Grade II listed buildings Pond 
Farmhouse and Burnhams Cottage  

13. To 
conserve and 13.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Stowmarket road, Old Newton 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Old Newton has an adequate relationship to the 
wider transport network via the A14, A140 and 
Elmswell train station 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection to the wider transport 
network via the A14, A140 and Elmswell Train station. A Public Right of Way crosses through the site, which 
could feasibly be incorporated into any future development or otherwise diverted. Any development would 
also require a project-level HRA as the site is within the 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site. The site is located 
within groundwater source protection zone 3; effects from this type of development are uncertain at this 
stage and can be addressed at the planning application stage consultation. The site is within close proximity 
to listed buildings therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. 
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Site Option: Land to the west of Debenham Way 

Parish: Pettaugh 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the west of Debenham Way, Pettaugh 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 370m from Sproughton Primary 
School. A rural bus service is located in close 
proximity to the site. 

 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m of Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 5.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

Table 36: Land to the west of Debenham Way, Pettaugh 



 

Page 146 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex G 

  

   

 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the west of Debenham Way, Pettaugh 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

water quality 
and resources 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Protected species have been recorded in close 
proximity to the site. 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 
N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 

only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the west of Debenham Way, Pettaugh 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm the significance of 
heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the west of Debenham Way, Pettaugh 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Pettaugh has good connections to the wider 
transport network via the A1120. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration.. Protected species have been recorded in close 
proximity to the site therefore an assessment should be taken to consider the impacts development would 
have on these should any proposals be forthcoming on the site. Site is within groundwater source protection 
zone 3; effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the 
planning application stage. 

 

Site Option: Land north of Woodlands Road 

Parish: Raydon  

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Woodlands Road, Raydon 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent This area will not affect existing public open spaces.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Stratford St Mary Primary School - 7km, East 
Bergholt High School - 5.4km, Hadleigh GP Surgery 
- 5km, Public Transport - 300m, Stratford St Mary 
Post Office - 7km 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 
N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 

only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 

Table 37: Land north of Woodlands Road, Raydon 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Woodlands Road, Raydon 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

population 
overall 

consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within groundwater source protection zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Woodlands Road, Raydon 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm the significance of 
heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Woodlands Road, Raydon 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Raydon offers adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A12. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration and has very few constraints to development, none 
of which are insurmountable. 

 

Site Option: Land east of The Street 

Parish: Raydon 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of The Street, Raydon 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

Table 38: Land east of The Street, Raydon 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of The Street, Raydon 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent This area will not affect existing public open spaces.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Stratford St Mary Primary School - 5km, East 
Bergholt High School - 4.5km, Hadleigh GP Surgery 
- 5.5km, Public Transport - 160m, Stratford St Mary 
Post Office - 5km 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 6.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 



 

Page 153 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex G 

  

   

 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of The Street, Raydon 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land therefore 
development would potentially result in the partial 
loss of valuable agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm the significance of 
heritage asset 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of The Street, Raydon 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 

16.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Raydon offers adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A12. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 



 

Page 155 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex G 

  

   

 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of The Street, Raydon 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

economic 
growth 

Commentary The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. The site has very few constraints, and none which 
are insurmountable. 

 

Site Option: Land east of Upper Street 

Parish: Stanstead 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Upper Street, Stanstead 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short-
long term 

Permanent Only bus stops are available within 800m of the site. 
There are no core services as such within this 
Hinterland Village.  Closest facilities would be in 
Glemsford (approx. 3km away from the site) or Long 
Melford (approx. 4.5km away from the site).  

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short-
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short-
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short-
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

Table 39: Land east of Upper Street, Stanstead 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Upper Street, Stanstead 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short-
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short-
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short-
long term 

Permanent The site is grade 2 agricultural land therefore 
development would result in the loss of valuable 
agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 

10.1 + 

Short-
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + Short- Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Upper Street, Stanstead 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

caused by 
climate change 

long term 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Short-
long term 

Permanent Development of this would be within a 20km zone of 
a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required.  

11.2 + 
Short-
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRS, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short-
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
long term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Grade II listed buildings Barnfield 
Cottage and Maltings.  

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short-
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short-
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short-
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 - 
Short-
long term 

Permanent The site is detached from the settlement boundary 
and sits within a small cluster of residential 
development. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Upper Street, Stanstead 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

throughout the 
plan area 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short-
long term 

Permanent The site offers adequate relationship to wider 
transport networks as the site is located within 
approximately 10km of the strategic road network 
and railway station. 

16.2 + 

Short-
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration and has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network. The site is detached from the existing settlement boundary, but sits within a cluster of 
residential development creating a new settlement boundary. 

The site is within close proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the 
historic environment. The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would 
be required of any forthcoming development. The site is located within groundwater source protection zone 3; 
effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the planning 
application stage. The site is located on grade 2 agricultural land and if developed would result in the loss of 
the best and most versatile soil, this would need to be taken into account prior to development taking place. 

 

Site Option: Land to the west of The Street 

Parish: Stoke Ash 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the west of The Street, Stoke Ash 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

Table 40: Land to the west of The Street, Stoke ASh 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the west of The Street, Stoke Ash 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Stoke Ash has limited services and facilities however 
the site is 300m to post office. 480m from Thorndon 
Community Shop 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000 from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 6.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 35m of the A140 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the west of The Street, Stoke Ash 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of this would be within a 20km zone of 
a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required. 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact to any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the west of The Street, Stoke Ash 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Grade II listed building Oak Hall 
Cottage  

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Stoke Ash has a good relationship with the wider 
transport network via the A140. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The Street is over capacity during both peak hours 
however this can be adequately mitigated.  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the west of The Street, Stoke Ash 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. The site is within 35m of the A140 therefore air 
quality management must be considered. The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a 
project-level HRA would be required of any forthcoming development proposals. The site is within close 
proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. The 
site is located within groundwater source protection zone 3; effects from this type of development are 
uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the planning application stage 

 

Site Option: Land west of the A137 

Parish: Tattingstone 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of the A137, Tattingstone 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent This area will not affect existing public open space.  

1.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Tattingstone Primary School - 1.4km, Holbrook High 
School - 6.9km, Holbrook and Shotley Health Centre 
- 6.4km, Holbrook co-op - 6.6km 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 3.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment area 

Table 41: Land west of the A137, Tattingstone 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of the A137, Tattingstone 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m of Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 35m of the A137 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of the A137, Tattingstone 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1  

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent There are no biodiversity or geodiversity issues 
within the site. Site within RAMS 13km ZOI therefore 
contributions will be sought.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm significance of 
heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of the A137, Tattingstone 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Tattingstone offers good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A137. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration and has good relationship to the wider transport 
network via the A137. The site is in close proximity to the A137, and is also within the RAMS 13km ZOI; 
therefore contributions will be sought of any residential development forthcoming within this expansion site.  

 

Site Option: Land east of The Street 

Parish: Wattisfield 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

Table 42: Land east of The Street, Wattisfield 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of The Street, Wattisfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space.  

1.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Wattisfield has limited services. Walsham Primary 
School is located 3km away. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is not within a groundwater source 
protection zone 

 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 6.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of The Street, Wattisfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of this site is within a 20km zone of a 
Natura 2000 site, therefore an HRA will be required.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site within Wattisfield Conservation Area 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of The Street, Wattisfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is currently greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Wattisfield has a good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A143. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of The Street, Wattisfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

economic 
growth 

Commentary 
The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration and has a good relationship to the wider transport 
network via the A143. The site is within the conservation area therefore proposals should consider the 
impacts on the historic environment. 

 

 

Site Option: Council Depot 

Parish: Wenham Magna 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Council Depot , Wenham Magna 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent This area will not affect existing public open spaces.  

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 3.2km to Capel St Mary GP surgery, 2.9km to Capel 
St Mary Primary School, 3.2km to Capel St Mary 
Post Office 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Table 43: Council Depot, Wenham Magna 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Council Depot , Wenham Magna 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is brownfield land. 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site located within FRZ1 

10.2 + Short- Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Council Depot , Wenham Magna 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

caused by 
climate change 

long term 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent There are no biodiversity or geodiversity issues 
within the site. Development of this site may be 
within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site therefore a 
HRA will be required.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm significance of 
heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is brownfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Council Depot , Wenham Magna 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

throughout the 
plan area 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Wenham Parva offers good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A12. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration. The site has few constrains, and none that are 
insurmountable. Any future development would have to consider that the site is within a 20km zone of a 
Natura 2000 site therefore a project-level HRA would be required.   

 

Site Option: Land north of The Street 

Parish: Westhorpe 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of The Street, Westhorpe 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of this site would not result in the loss 
of open space.  

Table 44: Land north of The Street, Westhiorpe 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of The Street, Westhorpe 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Westhorpe has limited core services, the village hall 
is located within 250m of the site. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband is not yet available 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from main employment area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within a ground water source protection 
zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 35m of A140 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of The Street, Westhorpe 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is adjacent to a County Wildlife Site (Westhorpe 
Green) to the south-west of the site. Protected 
species have been recorded in close proximity to the 
site.  

11.2 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development likely to have a degree of negative 
impact on a County Wildlife Site (Westhorpe Green) 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 60m from Westhorpe Hall moated site 
and associated fishponds 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of The Street, Westhorpe 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

importance and 
their settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Westhorpe has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A140 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of The Street, Westhorpe 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. The site is within 35m of the A140 therefore air 
quality management must be considered to mitigate the impacts on any proposed development. The site is 
adjacent to a County Wildlife Site (Westhorpe Green) to the south-west of the site which may affect the 
developable area should mitigation be needed on site (in the form of a buffer for example). Protected species 
have been recorded in close proximity to the site. The site is approx. 60m from Westhorpe Hall moated site and 
associated fishponds, and any development of the site would have to consider impacts on the historic 
environment. The site does not have access to fibre or wireless broadband; this would ideally be remedied if 
development were to go ahead. 

 

Site Option: Land south of Church Road 

Parish: Westhorpe 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Church Road, Westhorpe 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Westhorpe has no core services, the village hall is 
located adjacent to the site. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from a Local Enterprise Zone 

Table 45: Land south of Church Road 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Church Road, Westhorpe 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site not within groundwater source protection zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + Short- Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Church Road, Westhorpe 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

caused by 
climate change 

long term 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of this would be within a 20km zone of 
a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required. 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Site approx. 30m from Grade II listed Street 
Farmhouse, 40m from Grade II listed Lavender 
Cottage, 55m from Grade II listed Tudor House and 
house 10m south east of Tudor Cottage 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Church Road, Westhorpe 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

throughout the 
plan area 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Westhorpe has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A140. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent  Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 
The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. The site is within close proximity to listed buildings 
therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. The site is also within a 20km 
zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required of any residential schemes on 
this expansion site.  

 

Site Option: Land east of A140 

Parish: Wetheringsett 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of A140, Wetheringsett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

Table 46: Land east of A140, Wetheringsett 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of A140, Wetheringsett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Primary school 1.5km, however there is poor 
pedestrian access to this service. 
 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre and wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 2000m from Local Enterprise Park 

 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 35m of the A140 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of A140, Wetheringsett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 2 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Protected species have been recorded in close 
proximity to the site. Development of this would be 
within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a 
project-level HRA would be required.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Development of site will not harm significance of 
heritage asset 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of A140, Wetheringsett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

importance and 
their settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site fronts onto the A140, providing a good 
relationship to the wider transport network. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of A140, Wetheringsett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. Protected species have been recorded in close 
proximity to the site. The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would 
be required of any residential development proposals. The site is also within 35m of the A140 therefore any 
forthcoming proposals should consider air quality issues that may be experienced on site. The site is located 
on grade 2 agricultural land and if developed would result in the loss of the best and most versatile soil, this 
would need to be taken into account prior to development taking place. 

 

Site Option: Land to the north east of the junction between The Street and Cedars Hill 

Parish: Wetheringsett 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the north east of the junction between The Street and Cedars Hill, Wetheringsett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is removed from services and facilities. Primary 
school 1.2km from the site, however this has poor 
pedestrian access. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

Table 47: Land to the north east of the junction between The Street and Cedars Hill 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the north east of the junction between The Street and Cedars Hill, Wetheringsett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within groundwater source protection zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 35m of the A140 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is Grade 2 agricultural land therefore 
development will result in the loss of valuable 
agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is partially within FRZ2 

10.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is near area that is at high risk from surface 
water flooding 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the north east of the junction between The Street and Cedars Hill, Wetheringsett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of this would be within a 20km zone of 
a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required. 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site between approx. 50m and 85m to Grade II listed 
buildings The Old Forge, Bridge House and 
Malthouse.  

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the north east of the junction between The Street and Cedars Hill, Wetheringsett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site fronts onto the A140. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. The site is within 35m of the A140 and effects 
should be mitigated so that they are not experienced on site, if developed. The site is partially within FRZ2 
however this should not affect the expansion of the settlement boundary in principle as no use is proposed. 
Any forthcoming development would be within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site therefore a project-level 
HRA would be required. The site is also between approx. 50m and 85m of the Grade II listed Old Forge, 
Bridge House and Malthouse, which may affect the developable area of the site for some land uses. The site 
is located on grade 2 agricultural land and if developed would result in the loss of the best and most versatile 
soil, this would need to be taken into account prior to development taking place. Site is removed from 
services and facilities. 

 

Site Option: Land to the north east of The Street  

Parish: Weybread 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the north east of The Street, Weybread 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 

1.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent PROW passes through the site 

Table 48: Land to the north east of The Street, Weybread 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the north east of The Street, Weybread 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 1.2 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Weybread Street has no core services. A small 
employment opportunity may be available at a food 
processing factory which is located in close proximity 
to the site. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment areas 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within ground water source protection 
zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the north east of The Street, Weybread 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of this would be within a 20km zone of 
a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 56m from Grade II listed building 
Graystone House and 34m from Fir Tree Farmhouse 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the north east of The Street, Weybread 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

importance and 
their settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network due to the site being 3.5km to the 
A143 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the north east of The Street, Weybread 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 
site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required of any residential development.  Linear development to 
match existing dwellings on the opposite side of the street would have less of a townscape impact. A PRoW 
also passes through the site. The site is within close proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals should 
consider the impacts on the historic environment. The site has poor access to services and facilities. 

 

Site Option: Land west of the B1118 

Parish: Wilby 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of the B1118, Wilby 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is within 300m of a primary school, which 
would only require new footpaths on the site 
frontage to make this service accessible 

 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 

Table 49: Land west of the B1118, Wilby 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of the B1118, Wilby 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 
however borders area at high risk of flooding 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of the B1118, Wilby 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Grade II listed building The Swan 
and Grade II listed building the Old Forge  

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of the B1118, Wilby 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Wilby has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A1120. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway capacity issues can be adequately 
mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration and has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A1120. The site borders an area at high risk of surface water flooding however any 
flood risk could be mitigated through the incorporation of SuDS within any forthcoming development. The site 
is within close proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic 
environment.  

 

Site Option: Land south of Main Road 

Parish: Woolverstone 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Main Road, Woolverstone 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space however the site adjoins an area of 
Amenity Green Space to the north.  

1.2 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent There are no core services within the settlement of 
Woolverstone, apart from bus stops. There are some 
services in Chelmondiston (primary school, village 

Table 50: Land south of Main Road, Woolverstone  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Main Road, Woolverstone 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

shop, butchers, public house, bus stops) however 
these are approx. 3km away from the site.  

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 2 agricultural land 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Main Road, Woolverstone 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site in proximity to an area with Tree Preservation 
Orders (to the north-east of the site). Site within 
Rams 13km ZOI therefore contributions will be 
sought.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within Woolverstone Conservation Area 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Main Road, Woolverstone 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site offers adequate relationship to wider 
transport networks. The site is within approximately 
6km of the A14. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 
The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. The site has relatively few constraints. Any 
forthcoming development proposals should also consider the impacts development would have on the 
conservation area. Site is removed from services and facilities. The site in within the 13km RAMS ZOI therefore 
contributions will be sought from any residential development that may be forthcoming within this boundary 
expansion option. The site is located on grade 2 agricultural land and if developed would result in the loss of 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Main Road, Woolverstone 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

the best and most versatile soil, this would need to be taken into account prior to development taking place. 

 

Site Option: Land north of Glebe Lane and west of Main Road 

Parish: Woolverstone 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Glebe Lane and west of Main Road, Woolverstone 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space however the site adjoins allotments to 
the north-west.  

1.2 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent There are no core services within the settlement of 
Woolverstone, apart from bus stops. There are some 
services in Chelmondiston (primary school, village 
shop, butchers, public house, bus stops) however 
these are approx. 3km away from the site.  
 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 - 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not in the plans for an upgrade to superfast 
broadband and has no broadband coverage 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone  

Social 

Table 51: Land north of Glebe Lane and west of Main Road 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Glebe Lane and west of Main Road, Woolverstone 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 1 & 2 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is predominately at very low risk from surface 
water flooding however east of site is at low/ medium 
risk  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Glebe Lane and west of Main Road, Woolverstone 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site in proximity to an area with TPOs (to the north-
east to the site). Site within RAMS 13km ZOI 
therefore contributions will be sought.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
due to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within Woolverstone conservation area 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Glebe Lane and west of Main Road, Woolverstone 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 ? 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site offers adequate relationship to wider 
transport networks. The site is within approximately 
6km of the A14. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. Any forthcoming development proposals should 
also consider the impacts development would have on the conservation area. The site in within the 13km 
RAMS ZOI therefore contributions will be sought from any residential development that may be forthcoming 
within this boundary expansion option. Site is removed from services and facilities. The site is located on 
grade 1 and 2 agricultural land and if developed would result in the loss of the best and most versatile soil, 
this would need to be taken into account prior to development taking place. 

 

Site Option: Land south of Church Road 

Parish: Worlingworth 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration  

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Church Road, Worlingworth 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space.  

1.2 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site approx. 417m from Worlingworth Primary 
School. A primary school is located within 650m of 
the site. A new footpath would be required for the 

Table 52: Land south of Church Road, Worlingworth 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Church Road, Worlingworth 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

frontage of the site. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway to 
be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Church Road, Worlingworth 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Site at low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of this would be within a 20km zone of 
a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required.  

11.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWS, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland due 
to being suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent 
Development of site will not harm significance of 
heritage asset 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Church Road, Worlingworth 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is greenfield land 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 

Short- 
long term  The proposal is for a settlement boundary 

alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 

site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 

Short- 
long term  The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
long term  The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent Worlingworth has an adequate relationship to the 
wider transport network via the A1120. 

16.2 + 

Short- 
long term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration and has relatively few constraints, none of which 
are considered insurmountable. The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level 
HRA would be required of any residential development. 
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Site Option: Land to the south of Long Thurlow Road, Long Thurlow 

Parish: Badwell Ash – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south of Long Thurlow Road, Long Thurlow, Badwell Ash 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent  Long Thurlow has limited services. A rural bus 
service is located in close proximity to the site, but 
this provides a limited service. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 
Short-
Long 
Term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 
Short-
Long 
Term 

Permanent The site is over 2km from a main employment area. 

3.2 ? 
Short-
Long 
Term 

Permanent The site is over 2km from a Local Enterprise Zone. 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 5.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
Term 

Permanent The site is within 100m of the nearest water source. 

Table 53: Land to the south of Long Thurlow Road, Long Thurlow, Badwell Ash 



 

Page 205 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex G 

  

   

 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south of Long Thurlow Road, Long Thurlow, Badwell Ash 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

water quality 
and resources 5.2 + 

Short-
Long 
Term 

Permanent The site is not within a groundwater source 
protection zone. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short-
Long 
Term 

Permanent The site is not within 35m of the central reservation 
or centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 
Short-
Long 
Term 

Permanent The site is over 250m from an existing mineral 
extraction site. 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
Term 

Permanent The site is Grade 3 agricultural land and so 
development will not see the loss of valuable 
agricultural land. 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
Term 

Permanent The site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short-
Long 
Term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Short-
Long 
Term 

Permanent Development of the site is within a 20km zone of a 
Natura 2000 site, therefore a HRA will be required.  

11.2 + 
Short-
Long 
Term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 
N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 

only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south of Long Thurlow Road, Long Thurlow, Badwell Ash 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short-
Long 
Term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
Term 

Permanent The site is adjacent to Grade II listed building Old 
Forge Cottage and attached stables to south west 
of the Old Forge and Grade II listed Rowan 
Cottage.  

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short-
Long 
Term 

Permanent The site is within an area identified as being of a 
Low sensitivity to change regarding landscape. 

13.2 + 
Short-
Long 
Term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short-
Long 
Term 

Permanent The site is currently Greenfield land.  

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  15.1 0 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south of Long Thurlow Road, Long Thurlow, Badwell Ash 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 
Short-
Long 
Term 

Permanent Long Thurlow has adequate relationship to wider 
transport networks via the A14 and A143. 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
Term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration. The site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 
site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required of any residential proposal. The site is also adjacent to 
the Grade II listed Old Forge Cottage and attached stables to the south west of the Old Forge, as well as the 
Grade II listed Rowan Cottage. Any forthcoming development on the site would have to consider the effects 
on these assets and their settings, therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic 
environment.  

 

Site Option: Land to North of Long Thurlow Road, Long Thurlow 

Parish: Badwell Ash – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the north of Long Thurlow Road, Long Thurlow, Badwell ASh 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental  
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

Table 54: Land to the north of Long Thurlow Road, Long Thurlow, Badwell Ash 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the north of Long Thurlow Road, Long Thurlow, Badwell ASh 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
Long Thurlow has limited services. A rural bus stop 
is located adjacent to the site, however it offers a 
very limited service. 
 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site not within groundwater source protection zone 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the north of Long Thurlow Road, Long Thurlow, Badwell ASh 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the north of Long Thurlow Road, Long Thurlow, Badwell ASh 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Grade II listed Thatched Cottage 
and Grade II listed building Kayden House. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is currently greenfield land. 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the north of Long Thurlow Road, Long Thurlow, Badwell ASh 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Long Thurlow has adequate relationship to wider 
transport networks via the A14 and A143. 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration and has adequate connections to the wider transport 
network via the A14 and A143. It is also within close proximity to a nearby water source. The site is within 
close proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic 
environment. The site has few and no insurmountable constraints on site that would affect the principle of 
development. 

 

Site Option: Land North of Barking Road and West of Hascot Hill 

Parish: Barking – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Barking Road and west of Hascot Hill, Barking 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Public right of way passes through the site.  

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
Barking only has limited services. Needham Market 
is located 4km away. 
 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 

2.1 N/A 
N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 

only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 

Table 55: Land north of Barking Road and West of Hascot Hill 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Barking Road and west of Hascot Hill, Barking 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Barking Road and west of Hascot Hill, Barking 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Protected species have been recorded in close 
proximity to the site. Development of this would be 
within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore 
a project-level HRA would be required. 

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Grade II listed buildings Walnut 
Tree Cottage and Timberleys.  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Barking Road and west of Hascot Hill, Barking 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is currently greenfield land. 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 

16.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Barking has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14 and Needham Market 
Train Station 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Barking Road and west of Hascot Hill, Barking 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration and has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14 and Needham Market Train Station. The site is within 20km of a Natura 2000 
site, therefore a project-level HRA would be required of any residential development. A PRoW passes 
through the site, which would have to be incorporated into any development or otherwise diverted. Protected 
species have also been recorded in close proximity to the site which would be subject to further investigation 
through an ecological assessment at any planning application stage. The site is located within groundwater 
source protection zone 3; effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage consultation. The site is within close proximity to listed buildings 
therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. 
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Site Option: Land West of Church Lane, Bentley 

Parish: Bentley – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Church Lane, Bentley 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Average access to core services and facilities. One 
to three core services within 800m/10 minutes 
walking distance of the site: village shop, primary 
school and bus stops (also available are a public 
house and a village hall).  

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

Table 56: Land west of Church Lane, Bentley 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Church Lane, Bentley 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 2 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 
however Church Lane is at high risk of surface 
water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Church Lane, Bentley 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm the significance 
of heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 Short- 
Long 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 



 

Page 219 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex G 

  

   

 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Church Lane, Bentley 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

term employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent The site offers good relationship to wider transport 
networks as the site is located within approximately 
2km of the A12.  

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 
The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with good connection to the wider transport network 
via the A12. The site has relatively few constraints. The site is located on grade 2 agricultural land and if 
developed would result in the loss of the best and most versatile soil, this would need to be taken into 
account prior to development taking place. 

 

Site Option: Land North of Tostock Road 

Parish: Beyton – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Tostock Road, Beyton 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

Table 57: Land north of Tostock Road, Beyton 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Tostock Road, Beyton 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site approx. 445m from Beyton Secondary School, 
405m from Pot Kiln Primary School, 785m from 
Hazell Court GP, 77m from Sainsburys 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Tostock Road, Beyton 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within 35m of the A14 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of this would be within a 20km zone 
of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required. 

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Tostock Road, Beyton 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Beyton Conservation area 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Brownfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 Short- Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Tostock Road, Beyton 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Long 
term 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
Beyton has a good relationship to the wider transport 
network via the A14 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with good connection to the wider transport network 
via the A14. The site is within the 20km boundary of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would 
be required. The site is adjacent to the conservation area therefore proposals should consider the impacts on 
the historic environment.. The site is also in close proximity to the A14, and so air quality effects would have 
to be addressed on site so that no effects are felt by any new community. It is considered that there are no 
constraints on or near the site that would affect the principle of development. The site is located within 
groundwater source protection zone 3, effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and 
can be addressed at the planning application stage. 

 

Site Option: Land West of Church Road, Beyton 

Parish: Beyton – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Church Road, Beyton 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

Table 58: Land west of Church Road, Beyton 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Church Road, Beyton 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site approx. 180m from Beyton Secondary School 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Church Road, Beyton 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 2 & 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Church Road, Beyton 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site partially within Beyton conservation area 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent High sensitivity to change 

13.2 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent TPO G5 on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Church Road, Beyton 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Good relationship to the wider transport network -
1.4km to A14. Thurston train station 2.6km 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with good connection to the wider transport network 
via the A14. The site is partly within Beyton conservation area and has a high sensitivity to change therefore 
proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment and sensitivity of landscape. There are 
TPOs on the site which would need to be included within any scheme as a landscape feature. The site is 
located within groundwater source protection zone 3; effects from this type of development are uncertain at 
this stage and can be addressed at the planning application stage 

 

 

Site Option: Land West of Bildeston Road, Combs 

Parish: Combs – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Bildeston Road, Combs 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site has a continuous footpath linking it to the village. 
Site is within 100m of a bus stop offering limited 
services. Stowmarket is located within 5km and 
Combs Ford within 3km. 
 

Table 59: Land west of Bildeston Road, Combs 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Bildeston Road, Combs 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Bildeston Road, Combs 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 

12.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm the significance 
of heritage asset 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Bildeston Road, Combs 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Low/ Medium sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 

16.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Combs has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14 and Stomarket train 
station. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Bildeston Road, Combs 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for residential development with adequate connections to the wider transport network 
via the A14 and Stowmarket train station. The site is free from constraints. Development of the site would 
continue a linear pattern along Bildeston Road and so the principle of development can be ensured.  The site 
is located within groundwater source protection zone 3; effects from this type of development are uncertain 
at this stage and can be addressed at the planning application stage 

 

Site Option: Land West of Hadleigh Road 

Parish: Elmsett – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Hadleigh Road, Elmsett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent This area will not affect existing public open 
spaces.  

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Elmsett Primary School - 480m, Hadleigh High 
School - 7km, Hadleigh health centre - 6.6km, 
Elmsett post office - 300m employment opportunities 
4.8km. 
 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

Table 60: Land west of Hadleigh Road, Elmsett 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Hadleigh Road, Elmsett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent A water source is approximately 10m West of the 
site 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Hadleigh Road, Elmsett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within Flood Risk Zone 1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Protected species identified on site, HRA will be 
required. Site within HRA RAMS 13km ZOI 
therefore contributions will be sought.  

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of site unlikely to harm significance of 
a heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 

13.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Hadleigh Road, Elmsett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 

16.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
Elmsett offers adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A1071. 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Hadleigh Road, Elmsett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

economic 
growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate connections to the wider transport 
network via the A1071. The site is within the 13km ZOI for the RAMS HRA therefore contributions will be 
sought. The site is within 100m of a water source. The site is within groundwater source protection zone 3; 
effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the planning 
application stage 

 

Site Option: Land South of Wickham Road, Finningham 

Parish: Finningham – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Wickham Road, Finningham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No loss of open space  

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Isolated from nearby key services and facilities. 
However, pub located approx 150 west of site 
 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 3.1 ? 

Short-
Long -
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

Table 61: Land south of Wickham Road, Finningham 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Wickham Road, Finningham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not within a groundwater source 
protection zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent The site within 35m of the A137 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is partially within Grade 2 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Wickham Road, Finningham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within Flood Risk Zone 1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Protected species recorded nearby to the site. 

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Finningham conservation area 

 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is a combination of brownfield and 
greenfield. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Wickham Road, Finningham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Approx 5km to A140 road. Nearest train station 
beyond 10km (Stowmarket). 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration and has adequate connection to the wider transport 
network via the A140. The site is a combination of greenfield and brownfield and has medium/low sensitivity 
to change; however, it is adjacent to the Finningham conservation area and any forthcoming development 
would have to be sensitive to this designation. The site is also within 35m of the A137 and air quality effects 
may be experienced on site without suitably mitigation. The majority of the site is already included within 
village boundary, where the principle of development is accepted subject to detailed planning application.  
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Site Option: Land West Gislingham Road 

Parish: Finningham – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west Gislingham Road, Finningham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No loss of open space  

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
Remote from services and facilities 
 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

Table 62: Land west of Gislingham Road, Finningham 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west Gislingham Road, Finningham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west Gislingham Road, Finningham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Finningham conservation area 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 Short- 
Long 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west Gislingham Road, Finningham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

term employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
Approx 5km to A140 road. Nearest train station 
beyond 10km (Stowmarket). 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 
The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration and has adequate connection to the wider transport 
network via the A140. The site is adjacent to the Finningham conservation area and any forthcoming 
development would have to be sensitive to this designation.  

 

Site Option: Land to the East of Pear Tree Place, Great Finborough 

Parish: Great Finborough – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the east of Pear Tree Place, Great Finborough 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

Table 63: Land to the east of Pear Tree Place, Great Finborough 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the east of Pear Tree Place, Great Finborough 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. The site abuts a natural or semi-
natural green space to the north.  

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent A primary school is the only core service in the 
settlement, which is located 350m away from the site 
and can be accessed via established footpaths 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the east of Pear Tree Place, Great Finborough 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the east of Pear Tree Place, Great Finborough 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm the significance 
of any heritage asset. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 



 

Page 246 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex G 

  

   

 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the east of Pear Tree Place, Great Finborough 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Great Finborough has an adequate relationship to 
the wider transport network via the A14 and 
Stowmarket Train Station. 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity can be adequately 
mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection to the wider transport 
network via the A14 and Stowmarket Train Station. The site relatively unconstrained, with no issues 
identified that would affect the principle of development on site. The site is located within groundwater source 
protection zone 3; effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at 
the planning application stage 

 

Site Option: Land West of High Road, Great Finborough 

Parish: Great Finborough – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of High Road, Great Finborough 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space.  

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site approx. 55m from Great Finbourgh Primary 
School, 635m from Finborough School 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

Table 64: Land west of High Road, Great Finborough 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of High Road, Great Finborough 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

skills in the 
population 
overall 2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of High Road, Great Finborough 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site approx. 23m from Grade II listed building 
Abbey Hall Farmhouse. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of High Road, Great Finborough 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 

16.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Adequate relationship to the wider transport 
network via the A14 and Stowmarket train station. 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of High Road, Great Finborough 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration and has adequate connection to the wider transport 
network via the A14 and Stowmarket Train station. The site is within close proximity to listed buildings 
therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. It is also within groundwater 
source protection zones 3; effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be 
addressed at the planning application stage 

 

 

Site Option: Land South of Ashbocking Road, Henley 

Parish: Henley – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of AShbocking Road, Henley 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is adjacent to Henley County Primary School, 
and peak time bus stop is located within 500m. All 
can be accessed via established footpaths. 
 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre and wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

Table 65: Land south of Ashbocking Road, Henley 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of AShbocking Road, Henley 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from main employment area 

3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from main employment area 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of AShbocking Road, Henley 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within Flood Risk Zone 1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Protected species have been recorded in close 
proximity. Site within HRA RAMS 13km ZOI 
therefore contributions will be sought 

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No harm to the significance of a heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 

13.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ High sensitivity to change 

13.2 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent TPO T4 on site 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of AShbocking Road, Henley 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

and 
townscapes 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
5km to A14 (J52 at Claydon), 5km to Westerfield 
Railway Station 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of AShbocking Road, Henley 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection to the wider transport 
network via the A14 and Westerfield Railway Station. Protected species have been recorded in close 
proximity to the site and the site is within the HRA RAMS 13km ZOI therefore contributions will be sought of 
any forthcoming residential development.  Ecological surveying could determine the likely impacts upon 
nearby protected species and also provide effective mitigation advice; sympathetic design could also lessen this 
impact while incorporating the TPO on site into the development. These factors are not thought to affect the 
principle of development within this boundary extension. The site is located within groundwater source 
protection zone 3; effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at 
the planning application stage 

 

Site Option: Land South of Hubbard’s Lane and East of The Green 

Parish: Hessett – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Hubbard’s Lane and east of The Green, Hessett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Hesset has limited services. A pub and village hall is 
located within 700m of the site. Some services are 
available in Beyton Green which is within 3km of the 
site. 
 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 3.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

Table 66: Land south of Hubbard’s Lane and east of The Green, Hessett 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Hubbard’s Lane and east of The Green, Hessett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 3.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m of Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Hubbard’s Lane and east of The Green, Hessett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Hessett County Wildlife Site is located within 150m 
of the site to the east. Development of this would 
be within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, 
therefore a project-level HRA would be required. 

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site approx. 40m from Grade II listed barn and 
Grade II Green Farmhouse however development 
of site unlikely to harm significance of heritage 
assets 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 

13.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Hubbard’s Lane and east of The Green, Hessett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

and 
townscapes 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent The site has an adeqaute relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14 and Thurston Train 
Station 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Hubbard’s Lane and east of The Green, Hessett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection to the wider transport 
network via the A14 and Thurston Train Station. The site is in close proximity to the Hessett County Wildlife 
Site located roughly 150m to the east and development is within 20km of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a 
project-level HRA would be required of any residential development. The site is within close proximity to 
listed buildings therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment and sensitivity of 
landscape. 

 The site is well related to the existing settlement pattern with development to the east and west of the site. The 
principle of development has therefore already been established in the broad area. The site is located within 
groundwater source protection zone 3, effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and 
can be addressed at the planning application stage. 

 

Site Option: Land to the South East of Duke Street, Hintlesham 

Parish: Hintlesham – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south east of Duke Street, Hintlesham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
Footpaths are in place along Duke Street. 
 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 3.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

Table 67: Land to the south east of Duke Street, Hintlesham 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south east of Duke Street, Hintlesham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral consultation 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south east of Duke Street, Hintlesham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

SSSI located 325m to the north-west of the site. 
Development of this would be within a 20km zone 
of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required.  

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Grade II listed building Manor 
Farmhouse. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 

13.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent TPO T1 on site  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south east of Duke Street, Hintlesham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

and 
townscapes 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
Hintlesham has a good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A1071. 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent A1071 is near capacity during the PM peak hour 
however this issue can be adequately mitigated.  

Commentary The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with good connection to the wider transport network 
via the A1071. The site is greenfield land and has a TPO on site. An SSSI is located 325m to the north-west 
of the site; the site is also within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA would be 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south east of Duke Street, Hintlesham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

required of any residential development.  Natural England would have to be consulted in regard to the nearby 
SSSI, and the TPO could also be incorporated within any future development. These constraints are not 
considered to affect the overall principle of the site being potentially developed if required. The site is located 
within groundwater source protection zone 3; effects from this type of development are uncertain at this 
stage and can be addressed at the planning application stage. The site is within close proximity to listed 
buildings therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. 

 

 

Site Option: Land to the South of Denham Road, Hoxne 

Parish: Hoxne – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south of Denham Road, Hoxne 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site approx. 50m from St. Edmunds Primary School 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre and wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 3.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

Table 68: Land to the south of Denham Road, Hoxne 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south of Denham Road, Hoxne 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site not within groundwater source protection zone  

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south of Denham Road, Hoxne 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of this would be within a 20km zone 
of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required. 

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade II listed barn 90 metres west of Shreeves 
Farmhouse is on site 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 

13.1 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent High sensitivity to change  

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south of Denham Road, Hoxne 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

and 
townscapes 

13.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Brownfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Hoxne has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A143 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south of Denham Road, Hoxne 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection to the wider transport 
network via the A143. The site is currently brownfield but has high sensitivity to change with a Grade II listed 
barn on site. Sympathetic design would have to be ensured, with further information provided at the application 
stage as to whether any proposals would be suitable, or alternatively Plan-level evidence should this extension 
be proposed within the Plan.  The site is also within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-
level HRA would be required of any residential development.  

 

Site Option: Land East of Bury Road, Lawshall, IP29 4FH 

Parish: Lawshall – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Bury Road, Lawshall 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site approx. 720m from All Saints Primary School. 
Only bus stops are available within 800m of the 
site. There are no core services as such within this 
Hinterland Village (there is a village hall and a 
playground).  Villages nearby are also limited for 
the core services they offer.   

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 3.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

Table 69: Land east of Bury Road, Lawshall 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Bury Road, Lawshall 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 3.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m of Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Bury Road, Lawshall 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of this would be within a 20km zone 
of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required. 

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm the significance 
of heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 

13.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Bury Road, Lawshall 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

and 
townscapes 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent The site offers adequate relationship to wider 
transport networks. The site is within 4km of the 
A134. 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Bury Road, Lawshall 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection to the wider transport 
network via the A134. The site is unconstrained; although any residential development would require a 
project-level HRA as the site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site. This is however not expected to 
influence the principle of development on site. The site is located within groundwater source protection zone 
3; effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the planning 
application stage 
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Site Option: Land to the South West of Harrow Green, Lawshall, IP29 4PW 

Parish: Lawshall– Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to south west of Harrow Green, Lawshall 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2  

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Only bus stops are available within 800m of the site. 
There are no core services as such within this 
Hinterland Village (there is a village hall and a 
playground).  Villages nearby are also limited for the 
core services they offer.   

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m of Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

Table 70: Land to the south west of Harrow Green, Lawshall 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to south west of Harrow Green, Lawshall 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of this would be within a 20km zone 
of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to south west of Harrow Green, Lawshall 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm the significance 
of heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 Short- 
Long 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to south west of Harrow Green, Lawshall 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

term employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent The site offers adequate relationship to wider 
transport networks. The site is within 4km of the 
A134. 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection to the wider transport 
network via the A134. The site is unconstrained; although any residential development would require a 
project-level HRA as the site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site. This is however not expected to 
influence the principle of development on site. The site is located within groundwater source protection zone 
3; effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the planning 
application stage 

 

Site Option: Land West of Melford Road, Lawshall 

Parish: Lawshall – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Melford Road, Lawshall 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

Table 71: land west of Melford Road, Lawshall 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Melford Road, Lawshall 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Only bus stops are available within 800m of the site. 
There are no core services as such within this 
Hinterland Village (there is a village hall and a 
playground).  Villages nearby are also limited for the 
core services they offer.   

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband may be available by 
December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m of Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m of nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Melford Road, Lawshall 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 
Short-Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 
Short-Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 
Unknown 
until HRA 
completed 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of this would be within a 20km zone 
of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required. 

11.2 + 

Short-Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 
Short-Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Melford Road, Lawshall 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short-Long 
term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm the significance 
of heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short-Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 
Short-Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 
Short-Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- long 
term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 

16.1 0 
Short-Long 
term 

Permanent The site offers adequate relationship to wider 
transport networks. The site is within 4km of the 
A134. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Melford Road, Lawshall 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.2 + 

Short-Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection to the wider transport 
network via the A134. The site is unconstrained; although any residential development would require a 
project-level HRA as the site is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site. This is however not expected to 
influence the principle of development on site. The site is located within groundwater source protection zone 
3; effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the planning 
application stage 

 

Site Option: Land to the South of Framlingham Road, Laxfield 

Parish: Laxfield – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south of Framlingham Road, Laxfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space.  

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site adjacent to All Saints Primary School, GP 
650m, retail store 650m all accessed via 
established footpaths 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

Table 72: Land to the south of Framlingham Road, Laxfield 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south of Framlingham Road, Laxfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment area 

3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within ground water source protection 
zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south of Framlingham Road, Laxfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within Flood Risk Zone 1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Protected species have been recorded on the site. 
Development of this site may be within a 20km 
zone of a Natura 2000 site therefore a HRA will be 
required.  

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site approx. 30m from Grade II listed building 
Chestnut Tree Farmhouse. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 

13.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/High sensitivity to change 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south of Framlingham Road, Laxfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 

16.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
Laxfield has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A1120 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south of Framlingham Road, Laxfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

economic 
growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection to the wider network via 
the A1120. The site is well related to the existing settlement pattern and abuts the settlement boundary on 
two sides (north and east). Protected species have been recorded on site, and any development would 
require a project-level HRA as the site may be within the 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site.  Further ecological 
surveys would be needed at any application stage to identify the likelihood of impacts on protected species and 
also provide suitable advice on mitigation opportunities. This is not considered to affect the principle of 
development on the site.  The site is within close proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals should 
consider the impacts on the historic environment. 

 

Site Option: Land East of Mill Road 

Parish: Laxfield – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Mill Road, Laxfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. The site is located between an 
allotment and general amenity space. 

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
Primary school 500m, GP 350m, retail store 650m all 
accessed via established footpaths 
 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

Table 73: Land east of Mill Road, Laxfield 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Mill Road, Laxfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is not within a groundwater source 
protection zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Mill Road, Laxfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Development of this would be within a 20km zone 
of a Natura 2000 site, therefore a project-level HRA 
would be required. 

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm significance of 
heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 

13.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Mill Road, Laxfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

and 
townscapes 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Laxfield has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A1120 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Mill Road, Laxfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection to the wider network via 
the A1120 and a good relationship to the existing settlement boundary despite the area’s broad medium to 
high sensitivity to change. Any development would require a project-level HRA as the site is within the 20km 
zone of a Natura 2000 site and should consider the impacts on the sensitivity of the landscape. 

  

 

Site Option: Land to the South West of Yaxley Road, Mellis 

Parish: Mellis – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south west of Yaxley Road, Mellis 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Mellis has few facilities; however a primary school is 
located within 250m of the site. To make this service 
accessible a new footpath of aproximately 100m 
would be required. A public house and bus stop is 
located within 400m of the site. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband may be available by 
December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m of Local Enterprise Zone 

Table 74: land to the south west of Yaxley Road, Mellis 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south west of Yaxley Road, Mellis 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m of nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 35m from the A140 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 4 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south west of Yaxley Road, Mellis 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is partially at medium risk of surface water 
flooding and is at the border of area at medium/ 
high risk of flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Protected Species have been recorded in close 
proximity to the site. Site appears to support a 
number of trees that will be TPOs due to location 
within Con Area.  

11.2 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development likely to have a detrimental impact on 
a NNR, LoWS, LNR, CWS or ancient woodland 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within Mellis conservation area 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 

13.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south west of Yaxley Road, Mellis 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

and 
townscapes 

13.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Brownfield 

13.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is located within the existing settlement 
boundary. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
Mellis has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A140. 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south west of Yaxley Road, Mellis 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection to the wider transport 
network via the A140. The site is brownfield land however it does have medium/high sensitivity to change as 
well as being within the Mellis conservation area, therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the 
historic environment and sensitivity of the landscape. Protected species have been recorded on site as well 
as trees being designated as TPOs due to the sites conservation area status. Further ecological survey could 
determine the impact on both the protected species and designated areas, and also provide opportunities to 
mitigate these impacts. The TPO could be factored into any development scheme. The site is also within close 
proximity to the A140 and any air quality mitigation measures could conflict with the characteristics of the 
conservation area. The site is within groundwater source protection zone 3; effects from this type of 
development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the planning application stage 

 

Site Option: Land East of Withersdale Road, opposite Mendham Primary School 

Parish: Mendham – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Withersdale Road, opposite Mendham Primary School, Mendham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site has got no access to open countryside via 
designated foot and cycle path. No open space with 
public value identified on site. Therefore 
development of the site would not result in the loss 
of any open space.  

1.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Mendham Primary School. 
Average access to core services and facilities. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 3.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

Table 75: Land east of Withersdale Road, opposite Mendham Primary School, Mendham 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Withersdale Road, opposite Mendham Primary School, Mendham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 4 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Withersdale Road, opposite Mendham Primary School, Mendham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of this site is within a 20km zone of a 
Natura 2000 site, therefore a HRA will be required. 
No other constraints identified.  

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm significance of 
heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Withersdale Road, opposite Mendham Primary School, Mendham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
Mendham offers good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A143. 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary The site is proposed for residential development with good connection to the wider transport network via the 
A143. Any development of the site would require a project-level HRA as it lies within a 20km zone of a 
Natura 2000 site. There are no constraints on site that would affect the principle of development.  

 

Site Option: Land north of B1123, Metfield 
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Parish: Metfield – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of B1123, Metfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site has got direct access to open countryside via 
designated foot and cycle path on site. No open 
space with public value identified on site. Therefore 
development of the site would not result in the loss 
of any open space.  

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent One to three core services within 800m/ 10minutes 
walking distance of site. 
 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 

5.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

Table 76: Land north of B1123, Metfield 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of B1123, Metfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

water quality 
and resources 

5.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone  

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of B1123, Metfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within Metfield conservation area 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  15.1 0 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of B1123, Metfield 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
Metfield offers adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A143. 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity can be adequately 
mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection to the wider transport 
network via the A143. The site has medium/high sensitivity to change and is within the Metfield Conservation 
area, therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment and sensitivity of 
landscape.  The site also slopes downhill from west to east. Further investigation as to the effects on the 
historic environment and landscape may be required of any development proposals. 

 

 

Site Option: Land South of Forest Road 

Parish: Onehouse – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Forest Road, Onehouse 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of 
the population 

1.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent A public right of way borders the site to the east 
and crosses the proposed access point.  

Table 77: Land south of forest Road, Onehouse 



 

Page 298 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex G 

  

   

 

SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Forest Road, Onehouse 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site 690m from Stowlodge Centre GP. A footpath is 
located on the opposite side of Forest Road which 
connects the site with the village. Wood Ley 
Primary School and Stowmarket High School are 
located 1.7km from the site.  

 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet 
the housing 
requirements 
of the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 
3. The implications of development within this zone 
are uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Forest Road, Onehouse 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To 
conserve soil 
and mineral 
resources 

7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate 
change 

9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather 
events and 
flooding which 
may be 
caused by 
climate 
change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site located within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Protected Species have been recorded in close 
proximity to the site. Site lies within Mineral 
Consultation Zone.  

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Forest Road, Onehouse 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance 
areas and 
assets of 
historical and 
archaeologica
l importance 
and their 
settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site approx. 40m from Grade II listed building Elder 
Cottage. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctivenes
s of 
landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To 
achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout 
the plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To 
revitalise the 15.1 0 

Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 
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SA 
Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land south of Forest Road, Onehouse 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

District’s town 
centres  

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement 
and the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Onehouse has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14 and Stowmarket train 
station. 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection to the wider transport 
network via the A14 and Stowmarket Train Station. A PRoW borders the site to the east and may cross the 
likely access point required to service the site. Protected species have also been recorded in close proximity 
to the site, which would have to be addressed at the planning application stage through an ecological 
assessment. The site constraints are not thought to hinder the principle of development on the site however, 
subject to an appropriate scheme and use coming forward.  The site is located within groundwater source 
protection zone 3; effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at 
the planning application stage. The site is within close proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals should 
consider the impacts on the historic environment. 

 

Site Option: Land to the West of Main Road, Somersham 

Parish: Somersham– Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the west of Main Road, Somersham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space.  

Table 78: land to the west of Main Road, Somersham 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the west of Main Road, Somersham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Peak time public transport 200m. Whilst Site 
approx. 470m from Somersham Primary School 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from main employment areas 

3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within groundwater source protection zone 2 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the west of Main Road, Somersham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is partially within FRZ2 & FRZ3 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Protected species have been recorded in close 
proximity to the site. Development of this would be 
within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore 
a project-level HRA would be required. All of the 
site lies within a Mineral Consultation Zone.  

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the west of Main Road, Somersham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Grade II listed building King’s 
Cottage Lower Somersham Post Office Street 
Farm. 

 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the west of Main Road, Somersham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Somersham has an adequate relationship to the 
wider transport network via the A14 and Needham 
Market train station. 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection to the wider transport 
network via the A14 and Needham Market train station. The site is well related to the existing settlement 
boundary and is surrounded by the settlement boundary on three sides to the north, east and west. The site 
is within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site; as such a project-level HRA would be required of any 
forthcoming development. The site is also partially within flood risk zones 2 & 3 and wholly within 
groundwater source protection zone 2; the implications of development within this zone are uncertain and 
dependant on consultation with relevant bodies. The site is within close proximity to listed buildings therefore 
proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment.  

Site Option: Land north of B1068 and East of Sudbury Road, Stoke by Nayland 

Parish: Stoke-by-Nayland – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of B1068, Stoke-by-Nayland 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent This area will not affect existing public open 
spaces.  

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site 645m from Park Street Stores and Post Office. 
Stoke-by Nayland Primary School - 300m, Thomas 
Gainsborough High School, Gt Cornard  - 13km, 
Nayland GP Surgery - 3.5km, Public Transport - 
300m, Stoke-by Nayland post office - 500m 

 

Table 79: Land north of B1068, Stoke-by-Nayland 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of B1068, Stoke-by-Nayland 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of B1068, Stoke-by-Nayland 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site at low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Protected species identified on site. Development 
of this site may be within a 20km zone of a Natura 
2000 site therefore a HRA will be required.  

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within Stoke by Nayland conservation area 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of B1068, Stoke-by-Nayland 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 
Short-
long term 

Permanent Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 

16.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Stoke by Nayland offers adequate relationship to 
the wider transport network via the A134. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of B1068, Stoke-by-Nayland 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection to the wider transport 
network via the A134 and is well related to the existing settlement pattern. The site is within the Stoke by 
Nayland conservation area, therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment.. 
Protected species have also been found on site, which should be addressed at the planning application 
stage and the site is also within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, requiring a project-level HRA of any 
residential development.  The site is located within groundwater source protection zone 3; effects from this 
type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the planning application stage 
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Site Option: Land North of Goldenlonds, Stoke by Nayland 

Parish: Stoke By Nayland – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Goldenlonds, Stoke by Nayland 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site has access to open space with footpath access 
& 350m to play-space. 

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site approx. 73m from Stoke-by-Nayland 
Secondary School, 230m from Stoke-by-Layland 
Primary School, 514m from East of England Co-op 
Foodstore 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

Table 80: Land north of Goldenlonds, Stoke by Nayland 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Goldenlonds, Stoke by Nayland 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Goldenlonds, Stoke by Nayland 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm the significance 
of a heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is located within the existing settlement 
boundary. 

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 Short- Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Goldenlonds, Stoke by Nayland 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Long 
term 

alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
Footpath link, bus 250m, train 13 km from site 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection to the wider transport 
network through bus and train links. The site has a medium/high sensitivity to change and impacts on 
townscape and would require mitigation if developed. That aside, no other constrains are found on the site, 
and the principle of development could be established subject to an appropriate scheme and land use. The 
site is located within groundwater source protection zone 3; effects from this type of development are 
uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the planning application stage 

 

Site Option: Land East of Norwich Road, Little Stonham 

Parish: Stonham Parva – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Norwick Road, Little Stonham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

Table 81: Land east of Norwich Road, Little Stonham 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Norwick Road, Little Stonham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space.  

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Little Stonham has limited services and facilities. A 
peak time bus service to Ipswich is located within 
1km of the site. 
 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre and wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from main employment area 

3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 



 

Page 315 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
 

Regulation 18 Joint Local Plan  
Sustainability Appraisal: Annex G 

  

   

 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Norwick Road, Little Stonham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within 35m of the A140 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 2 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within Flood Risk Zone 1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Protected species have been recorded in close 
proximity to the site. Development of this site may 
be within a 20k zone of a Natura 2000 site, 
therefore a HRA will be required.  

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Norwick Road, Little Stonham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Grade II listed buildings The Old 
Rectory and Highlands Cottage. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 Short- Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of Norwick Road, Little Stonham 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Long 
term 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
Site abuts the A140. 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated  

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with good connection to the wider transport network 
via the A140. The site is relatively well related to the existing settlement pattern and has development to the 
north and south of the site. Protected species have been recorded on site which would have to be addressed 
at any planning application stage.  The site is also within a 20km ZOI of a Natura 2000 site, meaning project-
level HRA would be required from any residential development scheme. Air quality measures may also need 
to be included of any design scheme to address the proximity to the A140. The site is located on grade 2 
agricultural land and if developed would result in the loss of the best and most versatile soil, this would need 
to be taken into account prior to development taking place. The site is within close proximity to listed 
buildings therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. The site is within 
groundwater source protection zone 3; effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and 
can be addressed at the planning application stage 

 

 

 

Site Option: Land West of Norwich Road 

Parish: Stonham Parva – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Norwich Road, Stonham Parva 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

Table 82: Land west of Norwich Road, Stonham Parva 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Norwich Road, Stonham Parva 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
Peak time bus service is located 1.5km of the site. 
The settlement has no other services or facilities. 
 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m of nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Norwich Road, Stonham Parva 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 35m of the A140 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 2 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within Flood Risk Zone 1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Norwich Road, Stonham Parva 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Grade II listed Long Cottage, 
Grade II listed building The Old Rectory and Grade 
II Highlands Cottage. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 Short- Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Norwich Road, Stonham Parva 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Long 
term 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
Site abuts the A140. 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity can be adequately 
mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with good connection to the wider transport network 
via the A140. The site is within 35m of the A140, and air quality impacts may need to be mitigated on site. 
The site is adjacent to the Grade II listed Long Cottage, the Grade II listed The Old Rectory and the Grade II 
listed Highlands Cottage, therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. The 
site is located within groundwater source protection zone 3; effects from this type of development are 
uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the planning application stage. The site is located on grade 
2 agricultural land and if developed would result in the loss of the best and most versatile soil, this would 
need to be taken into account prior to development taking place. 

 

Site Option: Land North of Holbrook Road 

Parish: Stutton – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Holbrook Road, Stutton 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

Table 83: Land north of Holbrook Road, Stutton 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Holbrook Road, Stutton 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Stutton Primary School - 3m, Holbrook High School - 
3.5km, Holbrook and Shotley GP Surgery - 2.9km, 
Public Transport - 100m, Holbrook Co-Op - 3km 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest main 
employment area 

3.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m of Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site not within groundwater source protection zone 

Economic 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Holbrook Road, Stutton 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 2 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent There are no biodiversity or geodiversity issue 
within the site. Site within RAMS 13km ZOI 
therefore contributions will be sought.  

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Holbrook Road, Stutton 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm the significance 
of heritage asset 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land north of Holbrook Road, Stutton 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Stutton offers adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A137. 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with adequate connection to the wider transport 
network via the A137. The site is considered to have a neutral impact on townscape if developed. The site is 
otherwise free from constraints and the principle of development can be established. The site is located on 
grade 2 agricultural land and if developed would result in the loss of the best and most versatile soil, this 
would need to be taken into account prior to development taking place. 

 

Site Option: Land West of A137, The Heath, Tattingstone 

Parish: Tattingstone – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of A137, The Heath, Tattingstone 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent This area will not affect existing public open space.  

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Tattingstone Primary School - 1.4km, Holbrook High 
School - 6.9km, Holbrook and Shotley Health Centre 
- 6.4km, Holbrook co-op - 6.6km 
 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 

2.1 N/A 
N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 

only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 

Table 84: Land west of A137, The Heath, Tattingstone 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of A137, The Heath, Tattingstone 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment area 

3.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m of Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within 35m of the A137 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of A137, The Heath, Tattingstone 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within Flood Risk Zone 1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent There are no biodiversity or geodiversity issues 
within the site. Site within RAMS 13km ZOI 
therefore contributions will be sought.  

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm significance of 
heritage asset 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of A137, The Heath, Tattingstone 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 

16.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Tattingstone offers good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A137. 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of A137, The Heath, Tattingstone 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with good connection to the wider transport network 
via the A137. The site adjoins the settlement boundary, if development matched the existing low density 
linear pattern it would complement the existing townscape. The site is within the 13km ZOI for RAMS 
therefore contribution will be sought from any residential development. The site is within 35m of the A137 so 
may need mitigation on site. There are no constraints on the site that would hinder the principle of 
development being established.   
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Site Option: Land to the South of Wickham Road and West of A140 

Parish: Thwaite – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south of Wickham Road and west of A140 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No impact. 

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Bus service from A140 nearby to the site and public 
house on opposite side of A140, but no continuous 
footpath access 
 

  
2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

Table 85: Land to the south of Wickham Road and west of A140 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south of Wickham Road and west of A140 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 35m from A140 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site not within IRZ 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south of Wickham Road and west of A140 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site approx. 80m from Grade II listed building 
Buck’s Head Inn. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 Short- 
Long 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the south of Wickham Road and west of A140 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

term employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
Good access to A140 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with good connection to the wider transport network 
via the A140. The site has a medium/high sensitivity to change however is relatively well related to the 
existing settlement. It is within 35m of the A140 and so air quality mitigation may be required. There are no 
constraints on the site that would hinder the principle of development being established.   The site is within 
close proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic 
environment. 

Site Option: Land between New Road and Leys Road, Tostock 

Parish: Tostock – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land between New Road and Leys Road, Tostock 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 

Table 86: land between New Road and Leys Road, Tostock 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land between New Road and Leys Road, Tostock 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Whilst Tostock has limited services, the site is 
relatively well related to the functional settlement. A 
rural bus service and a public house is located within 
250m of the site. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land between New Road and Leys Road, Tostock 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site adjoins a County Wildlife Site to the south east 
(Tostock Pond and The Leys). 

11.2 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development likely to have a detrimental impact on 
a NNR, LoWS, LNR, CWS or ancient woodland  

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land between New Road and Leys Road, Tostock 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within Tostock conservation area 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land between New Road and Leys Road, Tostock 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Tostock has a good relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A14. A footpath on New 
Road connects the site with the village centre. 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent A14 is near capacity during both peak hours 
however this issue can be adequately mitigated.  

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with good connection to the wider transport network 
via the A14. The site has high sensitivity to change; it is location within the Tostock Conservation Area 
Development.  Therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. The site adjoins 
a County Wildlife Site to the south east (Tostock Pond and The Leys). Therefore mitigation measures will 
need to be considered to address impacts upon CWS. The site is located within groundwater source 
protection zone 3; effects from this type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at 
the planning application stage 

 

Site Option: Land East of A140 The Street 

Parish: Wetheringsett – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of A140 The Street, Wetheringsett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
Primary school 1.5km, however there is poor 
pedestrian access to this service. 
 

2. To maintain 
and improve 2.1 N/A N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 

only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 

Table 87: Land east of A140 The Street, Wetheringsett 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of A140 The Street, Wetheringsett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre and wireless broadband available or 
underway to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site over 2000m from Local Enterprise Park 

 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within 35m of the A140 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 2 agricultural land 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of A140 The Street, Wetheringsett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Unknown 
until HRA 
complete
d 

Unknown until 
HRA completed 

Protected species have been recorded in close 
proximity to the site. Development of this would be 
within a 20km zone of a Natura 2000 site, therefore 
a project-level HRA would be required.  

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of site will not harm significance of a 
heritage asset 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of A140 The Street, Wetheringsett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ Low sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 

16.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
Site fronts onto the A140, providing a good 
relationship to the wider transport network. 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land east of A140 The Street, Wetheringsett 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with good connection to the wider transport network 
via the A140. The site is relatively well related to the existing settlement as the site abuts the settlement 
boundary to the south. Development may require a project-level HRA as the site is within a 20km zone of a 
Natura 2000 site. Protected species have also been recorded in close proximity to the site, which would need 
to be addressed at the planning application stage. The site is also 35m from the A140 and so air quality 
mitigation may have to be incorporated to ensure that health impacts are prevented. The site is located on 
grade 2 agricultural land and if developed would result in the loss of the best and most versatile soil, this 
would need to be taken into account prior to development taking place. 

 

Site Option: Land West of B1118 

Parish:  Wilby – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of B1118, Wilby 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space. 

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is within 300m of a primary school, which 
would only require new footpaths on the site 
frontage to make this service accessible 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

Table 88: Land west of B1118, Wilby 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of B1118, Wilby 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from nearest main employment 
area 

3.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 2000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of B1118, Wilby 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 
however borders area at high risk of flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within an IRZ 

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site adjacent to Grade II listed building The Swan 
and Grade II listed building the Old Forge. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/ High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of B1118, Wilby 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
Wilby has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A1120. 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway capacity issues can be adequately 
mitigated 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration and has an adequate relationship to the wider 
transport network via the A1120. The site borders an area at high risk of surface water flooding however any 
flood risk could be mitigated through the incorporation of SuDS within any forthcoming development. Any 
subsequent development proposals must also consider the impact development would have on the listed 
buildings within close proximity to the site and the links to the wider townscape associated with these listings. 
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Site Option: Land to the East of Old Ipswich Road, Yaxley 

Parish: Yaxley – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the east of Old Ipswich Road, Yaxley 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of the site would not result in the loss 
of open space 

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site approx 780m from Elmswell Primary School. 
Yaxley has limited services. An established 
footpath links the site to a public house and a rural 
bus stop both of which are within 400m of the site. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from nearest employment area 

3.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

Table 89: Land to the east of Old Ipswich Road, Yaxley 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the east of Old Ipswich Road, Yaxley 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is over 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 

Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati
on 

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site within FRZ1 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk from surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 

11.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Protected Species have been recorded in close 
proximity to the site. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the east of Old Ipswich Road, Yaxley 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site 20m from Grade II listed building Sewell House 
and 30m from Grade II* listed building Guildhall 
Cottage. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 Short- 
Long 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land to the east of Old Ipswich Road, Yaxley 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

term employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
Yaxley has a good relationship to the wider transport 
network via the A140. 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent The A14 and B1077 are over capacity at both peak 
times however these capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated.  

Commentary 

The site is proposed for settlement boundary alteration with good connection to the wider transport network 
via the A140. The site adjoins the settlement boundary to the north, south and west. Protected species been 
recorded in close proximity to the site which would require an ecological assessment from any forthcoming 
planning application, however the site’s few constraints mean that the principle of development can 
reasonably be established.  The site is located within groundwater source protection zone 3; effects from this 
type of development are uncertain at this stage and can be addressed at the planning application stage. The 
site is within close proximity to listed buildings therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the 
historic environment. 

 

Site Option: Land West of Old Ipswich Road, Yaxley 

Parish:  Yaxley – Hinterland Village 

Proposed Use: Settlement boundary alteration 

Table 90: Land West of Old Ipswich, Yaxley 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Old Ipswich Road, Yaxley 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Environmental 
1. To improve 
the health and 
wellbeing of the 
population 
overall and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

1.1 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development of site includes provision of open 
space 

1.2 0 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Yaxley has limited services and facilities. A bus 
stop with a limited service is located within 500m of 
the site and a public house is located within 550m 
of the site. Footpaths stop approximately 50m short 
of the site. 

2. To maintain 
and improve 
levels of 
education and 
skills in the 
population 
overall 

2.1 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together. 

2.2 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in 
consideration of sites and policy together.  

2.3 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Fibre or wireless broadband available or underway 
to be completed by December 2019 

3. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion 
and ensure 
access to jobs 
and services 

3.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from main employment areas 

3.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 1000m from Local Enterprise Zone 

Social 
4. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

4.1 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.2 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

4.3 N/A 
N/A N/A The site is currently proposed as a settlement 

boundary alteration (with no land use identified). 

5. To conserve 
and enhance 
water quality 
and resources 

5.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is within 100m from nearest water source 

5.2 ? 
Uncertain 
prior to 
consultati

Uncertain prior to 
consultation 

Site is within Groundwater Source Protection Zone 3. 
The implications of development within this zone are 
uncertain and dependant on consultation with 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Old Ipswich Road, Yaxley 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

on relevant bodies. 

Economic 
6. To maintain 
and where 
possible 
improve air 
quality and 
reduce noise 
pollution 

6.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is not within 35m of the central reservation or 
centre of main A Road 

6.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is over 250m from existing mineral extraction 
site 

 

7. To conserve 
soil and mineral 
resources 7.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Grade 3 agricultural land 

8. To promote 
the sustainable 
management of 
waste 

8.1 N/A 

N/A N/A Effects regarding waste generation can be 
neutralised through ensuring appropriate areas are 
incorporated into developments for refuse storage 
to maximise recycling, however this criterion is 
considered a policy consideration only. 

9. To reduce 
contribution to 
climate change 9.1 N/A 

N/A N/A There is not a comparable level of information 
available to assess all sites against this objective – 
features that would reduce contributions to climate 
change would only be known at the proposal/ 
application stage. 

10. To reduce 
vulnerability 
and increase 
resilience to 
extreme 
weather events 
and flooding 
which may be 
caused by 
climate change 

10.1 - 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is partially within FRZ2 & FRZ3 

10.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site is at very low risk of surface water flooding 

11. To 
conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity  

11.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Protected Species have been recorded in close 
proximity to the site. 

11.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have an impact on any 
NNRs, LoWSs, LNRs, CWS or ancient woodland 
as its suitably distanced 

11.3 N/A 

N/A N/A This criterion is considered a policy consideration 
only. Impacts will be identified at the ‘whole plan 
level’ related to overall infrastructure in consideration 
of sites and policy together. 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Old Ipswich Road, Yaxley 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

11.4 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Development would not have a impact on any 
Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological 
Sites due to being suitably distanced.  

12. To 
conserve and 
where 
appropriate 
enhance areas 
and assets of 
historical and 
archaeological 
importance and 
their settings 

12.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Site approx. 10m from Grade II listed building 71 
Ipswich Rd. 

13. To 
conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of landscapes 
and 
townscapes 

13.1 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Medium/High sensitivity to change 

13.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent No TPOs on site 

13.3 ? 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Greenfield 

13.4 + 
Short- 
long term 

Permanent The site is outside but adjacent to the existing 
development limit.  

14. To achieve 
sustainable 
levels of 
prosperity and 
economic 
growth 
throughout the 
plan area 

14.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The proposal is for a settlement boundary 
alteration, it is unknown whether the site is likely to 
create additional employment land.  

14.2 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is for a settlement boundary alteration, the 
site is not currently employment land. 

14.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site is proposed for a settlement boundary 
alteration; therefore it is currently neither 
employment nor residential land. 

15. To revitalise 
the District’s 
town centres  

15.1 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.2 0 Short- Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
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SA Objectives 

Key 
Qu. 

Land west of Old Ipswich Road, Yaxley 

Impact Time - 
scale 

Permanence Commentary 

Long 
term 

a settlement boundary alteration. 

15.3 0 
Short- 
Long 
term 

Permanent The site use is currently unknown as it is defined as 
a settlement boundary alteration. 

16. To 
encourage 
efficient 
patterns of 
movement and 
the use of 
sustainable 
methods of 
travel in 
support of 
economic 
growth 

16.1 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent 
Yaxley has a good relationship with the wider 
transport network via the A140 

16.2 + 

Short-
Long 
term 

Permanent Any highway network capacity issues can be 
adequately mitigated. 

Commentary 

The site is proposed for a settlement boundary alteration with good connection to the wider transport network 
via the A140. The site is partially within flood risk zone 2 & 3, and within 100m of the nearest water body.  
These effects would have to be avoided or mitigated if found to be an issue. The site is otherwise free from 
constraints and the principle of development could be established subject to suitable schemes. The site is 
located within groundwater source protection zone 3; effects from this type of development are uncertain at 
this stage and can be addressed at the planning application stage. The site is within close proximity to listed 
buildings therefore proposals should consider the impacts on the historic environment. 
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