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BOTESDALE and RICKINGHALL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT DETERMINATION

1. Introduction

This assessment relates to the Botesdale and Rickinghall Neighbourhood Plag201¢”*2036
Pre-Submission Consultation Plan dated November 2018.

In some circumstances a neighbourhood plan could have significant @avignmegial effect
and may fall within the scope of the Environmental Assessment ofgla na“Programm
Regulations 2004 and require a strategic environmental assess

One of the basic conditions that will be tested by the inde

making of the Plan is compatible with European Union o hether ood
plan requires a strategic environmental assessment a will
depend on what is proposed in the draft Neighbour

local area.

The vision of the Neighbourhood Plan j
maintained its significant historic

sustainable growth that meets th [ iginterland and ensures
that appropriate levels of infra& ; . and improved.”
The Neighbourhood Plan ges for 200 dwellings to b&developed between 2017 and 2036
to be met through the alloc orsites for r mor ellings as listed below plus smaller
sites which are no alf identified
W mes

Land nor en House L hoges
Land east ry Hill — %

ar

Land ®the reWr of Willowme House Lane — 10 homes

uth oT'W oad welli

EA$HRA Screenifgp.R for the Plan has been prepared by Essex Place Services on
of Mid Quffolk DiSjrict Council and Botesdale and Rickinghall Parish Councils. This

ched. (See Appendix 1).

ction 2 sets out the legislative background. Section 3 sets out the criteria for determining
the likely significance of effects. Section 4 summarises the assessment and Section 5 sets
out the conclusions based on the screening assessment and the responses of the statutory
consultees. The determination is set out in Section 6.
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Legislative Background

European Union Directive 200142/EC requires a Strategic Environmental Assessment to be
undertaken for certain types of plans or programmes that would have a significant
environmental effect. The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations
2004 (the Regulations) require that this is determined by a screening process, which should
use a specified set of criteria (set out in Schedule 1 of the Regulations). The reglilts of this
process must be set out in a SEA Screening Statement, which must be publicly '

In accordance with Regulation 9 of the SEA Regulations 2004, Botesdag and Rckinghall
Parish Councils (the qualifying body) requested Mid Suffolk District C C)ast
responsible authority, to determine whether an environment port the emergi
Botesdale and Rickinghall Neighbourhood Plan is required due To sitNgificant environ ta
effects. In making this determination, MSDC should ha d to®Schedu f
Regulations.

arried out ir® Nowember and
ithin the Naglonal PI g Policy
tial scope should be
the Environmental

) ) As indicated above MSDC
i creghing report to assess
cﬁed situations r sustainability appraisal is not

is one of these situatighs. Sustainability Appraisals (SAS)
ic Envifonmental Assessment Regulations,
Environmental Assessment Directive' on
programmes on the environment.

Pre-Submission Consultation (Regulation 14 sta

needed. Neighbourhood
may incorporate the gsmgli nts of the
which implement
the assessme

otential environmental effects are given full
omic issues and it is good practice to do one to
iver sustainable development. However, NPPF Planning
re is no legal requirement for a neighbourhood plan to
isal as set out in section 19 of the Planning and Compulsory

etermining the likely significance of effects referred to in Article 3(5) of Directive
C are set out in the following table:

1. The characteristics of plans and programmes, having regard, in particular, to:

- the degree to which the plan or programme sets a framework for projects and other
activities, either with regard to the location, nature, size and operating conditions or
by allocating resources,
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- the degree to which the plan or programme influences other plans and programmes
including those in a hierarchy

- the relevance of the plan or programme for the integration of environmental
considerations in particular with a view to promoting sustainable development,

- environmental problems relevant to the plan or programme,

- the relevance of the plan or programme for the implementation of Community

legislation on the environment (e.g. plans and programmes linked togawaste-
management or water protection).
2. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, h re Ig!

particular, to:

- the probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the eff
- the cumulative nature of the effects,

- the trans-boundary nature of the effects,

- the risks to human health or the environment (e.g. dug

- the magnitude and spatial extent of the effects (gedlraphic@ area and @he

population likely to be affected),
- the value and vulnerability of the area likely t ed due to:
- special natural characteristics or cultural herita
- exceeded environmental quality standards or limitlues,
- intensive land-use,
- the effects on areas or landscapes W b a recognised natic§al, Community or

international protection status

Source: Annex Il of SEA Directive 2 iy, (o

¢

is set out in the Screening Report dated
icEQWRh can be viewed at:

ourhood-Planning/BoteRick-NP-HRA-SEA-

Assessment

e%Screening Report concludes that the Neighbourhood Plan
d not warrant th% plightion of the SEA Directive in the form of a SEA Environmental

epofl.

fo ent in advance of the emerging Babergh & Mid Suffolk Local Plan however they
nning permission. The status of these sites cannot be altered by any of the Plan’s

onclu V
The Sciegn eport prepared by Essex Place Services noted that the Plan allocates sites
%velo??n

ntent.

As such, the content of the Botesdale & Rickinghall Neighbourhood Plan has therefore been
screened out for its requirement of Strategic Environmental Assessment in line with the
requirements of Directive 2001/42/EC. Further analysis of the environmental characteristics
of the Plan area and the Plan’s policies within the Screening Report has further indicated that
there would be no significant effect on the environment.
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https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Neighbourhood-Planning/BoteRick-NP-HRA-SEA-Screening-Report-Final.pdf
https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Neighbourhood-Planning/BoteRick-NP-HRA-SEA-Screening-Report-Final.pdf

Consultation on the Screening Report was carried out with Natural England, Historic England
and the Environment Agency.

All three bodies agreed with the conclusion of the Screening Report.

The consultation responses are attached at Appendix 1. @

Determination

In the light of the Screening Report for Consultation prepared by ek ervices a
the consultation with Historic England, Natural England and t jron t Agenag it
determined that a Strategic Environmental Assessment of g otes¥gle and RickN
Neighbourhood Plan is not required in accordance with t )nmental As ent 0

Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. E %
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Appendix 1

Date: 17 January 2019
Our ref: 268494

Paul Munson
Mid Suffolk District Council

BY EMAIL ONLY

Dear Mr Munson g
Botesdale and Rickinghall Neighbourhood Plan - HRA/S WeenMg

18 which was r

0300 060 3800

Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 20 D d by

Natural England on 20 December 2018.

Screening Request: Strategic Eny
Assessment

landscapes and protect{@ eology

be significant envirg g¥ts from pro .

Natural Englang,c S with the%s ofgfie HRA Screening.
idgMce on the'assessme hBourhood Plans in light of the SEA Directive is contained

ractiggf Guidance. The guidance highlights three triggers that may
=lor instance where:

cates sites for development
a contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be affected
he plan

nsid@red and dealt with through a sustainability appraisal of the Local Plan.

checked our records and based on the information provided, we can confirm that in
our Wgw the proposals contained within the plan will not have significant effects on sensitive
sites tft Natural England has a statutory duty to protect.

We are not aware of significant populations of protected species which are likely to be affected
by the policies / proposals within the plan. It remains the case, however, that the responsible
authority should provide information supporting this screening decision, sufficient to assess
whether protected species are likely to be affected.
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Notwithstanding this advice, Natural England does not routinely maintain locally specific data on
all potential environmental assets. As a result the responsible authority should raise
environmental issues that we have not identified on local or national biodiversity action plan
species and/or habitats, local wildlife sites or local landscape character, with its own ecological
and/or landscape advisers, local record centre, recording society or wildlife body on the local
landscape and biodiversity receptors that may be affected by this plan, before determini
whether an SA/SEA is necessary.

Please note that Natural England reserves the right to provide further comments e
environmental assessment of the plan beyond this SEA/SA screening stage, shuld th
responsible authority seek our views on the scoping or environmental reportgsta@es. T
includes any third party appeal against any screening decision you may gk

For any new consultations, or to provide further information on this consult&®on please senr\

your correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk.

Yours sincerely

Alice Watson
Consultations Team

B&R NP SEA Screening Determination (Jan 2019) 7
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@ Environment
LW Agency

Mr Paul Munson Our Ref: AE/2018/123686/01
Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Council Your ref:
8 Russell Road Botesdale&Rickinghal[SER/HRA

Ipswich

Suffolk Date: 18 Janu 2

IP1 2BX \
Dear Mr Munson Q
BOTESDALE & RICKINGHALL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLs RA SCREENINGIR RT
CONSULTATION !

BOTESDALE AND RICKINGHALL PARISH C

Thank you for your consultation dated 20 Dg€embe .We h eviewed the Strategic
Environmental Assessment and Habitat io ssessmeNpSgenfg Report for the
Botesdale and Rickinghall Neighbourbgod P submittegl, and &re®with the conclusions
and recommendations of the report.

he scope to which theraft Plan sets out for future
iICIES. It is ngiagd that t are site allocations detailed in
plains how the Planning Practice

a SEA to analyse the potential likely
of the proposed sites have planning
e Plan policies and objectives.

Our considerations at this stage
growth and development within it
the Plan for built developgfent
Guidance sets out there'$g
effects of larger scg
permission and th@

The report recomifgn a full SEA be screened out, and we consider
that this co sion
We g#50 ggree that the regui r a HRA be screened out of the Plan.

t thet this adyice is uS{tul.

i
P Advisor

e
ourgfSincerel
Mr

B&R NP SEA Screening Determination (Jan 2019) 8



A Historic England
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Paul Munson Direct Dial: 01223 582746
Babergh Mid Suffolk District Council

Endeavour House our ref: PLOO

8 Russell Road

I ich

pswe 16 Jguary 31

IP12BX

Dear Mr Munson, I& \

RE: Botesdale and Rickinghall Neighbourhood Plan SEA Scr

Thank you for your email of 20 December 2018 regardi ove consultagon. JAs
the Government’s adviser on the historic environment ric England ig keen to
ensure that the protection of the historic environmgat is ful ken into agcount at%all
stages and levels of the local planning proces Qore we welc
opportunity to review the Screening Report . For the purposes @ this
A , “Is it (the
ifighint effect on

Botesdale and Rickinghall Neighbour

the historic environment?”. Our co nts inforngation supplied with
the Screening Opinion.
We note that the neighbourhoo llocates sites for dev@lopment, but that these

Schedule 1 of the Ulations [Annex Il of ‘SEA’
Directive], Hist Cg#ncil that the preparation of a
Strategic Enviro uired.

sites already benefit fromagQning issio
On the basis of the i % ; i di llb bntext of the criteria set out in
\ R

and concurs
eNgal Assessment

The views o er two nsultation bodies should be taken into account

befogfthe overall decision ed for an SEA is made.
h bgleased if yoN d a copy of the determination as required by REG
ft nvironmeftal Asse$sment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.

ould li Q at this opinion is based on the information provided by you
ith your ¢ ce dated 20 December 2018. To avoid any doubt, this does
igetion to provide further advice on later stages of the SA/SEA

proc ntially, object to specific proposals which may subsequently arise
(e It of this consultation or in later versions of the plan/guidance) where
Q& Historic England, Brooklands, 24 Brooklands Avenue, Cambridge CB2 8BU
é‘\ 0 .)é\'v" Telephone 01223 58 2749 HistoricEngland.org.uk TStonewall }
e < Please note that Historic England operates an access to information policy. mxml’sltll‘vw ‘
olf.s,“\"Q Correspondence or information which you send us may therefore become publicly available. !.,—/“\.t
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we consider that, despite the SA/SEA, these would have an adverse effect upon the
environment.

Historic England strongly advises that the conservation and archaeological st

relevant local authorities are closely involved throughout the preparation of ti#e plan ts
assessment. They are best placed to advise on; local historic environmergisQles a
priorities, including access to data held in the Historic Environment RggOr , how the

allocation, policy or proposal can be tailored to minimise potential e impRcts on t
me&pures; and
il manage

historic environment; the nature and design of any required mit

opportunities for securing wider benefits for the future conser

heritage assets.

Yours sincerely

Edward James ‘
Historic Places Advisor, East of Englan OV

’

Historic England, Brooklands, 24 Brooklands Avenue, Cambridge CB2 8BU *
Telephone 01223 58 2749 HistoricEngland.org.uk Stonewall
< Please note that Historic England operates an access to information policy. UIVEHS”Y
olsu\."q Correspondence or information which you send us may therefore become publicly available. wﬂwﬁn\j
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