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Introduction

This consultation statement has been prepared to fulfil the legal obligations of the Neighbourhood
Planning Regulations 2012 in respect of the Drinkstone Neighbourhood Plan (DNP)

The legal basis of this Consultation Statement is provided by Section 15(2) of the 2012 Neighbourhood
Planning Regulations, which requires that a consultation statement should:

° contain details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed
neighbourhood development plan;

° explain how they were consulted;

° summarise the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and

o describe how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant addressed

in the proposed neighbourhood development plan.
The policies contained in the DNP are a result of extensive engagement and consultation with residents
of Drinkstone as well as other statutory bodies. Work has involved a household survey, public meetings
and consultation events at appropriate stages during the preparation of the plan.
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2.3

Background to the Preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan

In 2017 Mid Suffolk District Council (MSDC) announced that there was no longer a five-year supply of
available housing sites in the district. Consequently, their local plan policies for the location of new
housing developments were deemed, under government planning guidelines, to be out of date. This
resulted in speculative and unplanned housing proposals being submitted across the district, including
in Drinkstone.

The local community wishes to:

° preserve the character of the village

° ensure that any future developments are commensurate with the level of services and facilities
in the village

° protect and enhance the local landscape and biodiversity

° conserve and enhance the village’s heritage assets

The decision to prepare a neighbourhood plan was taken to allow the community to bring a level of
control to this situation. At the time of writing MSDC has a five-year supply of land. The neighbourhood
plan will supply evidence of the unique character of Drinkstone and its setting, its heritage, built and
landscape character, all of which will inform the decision making of MSDC planners.

At the Annual Parish Meeting of 14th May 2018, a large majority (84 votes out of 87) decided that a
neighbourhood plan should be prepared for Drinkstone under the auspices of the Parish Council. A
steering group was set up in June 2018, and in September 2018, Places4People was appointed as
planning consultant to assist and steer our way through the legal framework. All this work has been
grant funded from the Government Neighbourhood Planning Grant Initiative via Locality, for which the
Steering Group and the Parish Council are grateful.

The Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared by a Steering Group representing Drinkstone Parish
Council which, for purposes of the Localism Act, is the “qualifying body”. Preparation of the plan has
been supported by Places4People Planning Consultancy.
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How the plan was prepared and the consultation process

The Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Government’s
Neighbourhood Planning Regulations and, in particular, has involved considerable local community
engagement to gather evidence for the content of the plan and later inform the plan’s directions and
policies. The content of the Neighbourhood Plan has been generated and led by the community and
shaped by results of surveys and drop-in events, to ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan reflects the
aspirations of the community.

Neighbourhood Area Designation

3.2

3.3

On 19th June 2018, in accordance with the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations, MSDC formally
designated the whole parish as a Neighbourhood Plan Area. Details of the application, publication and
designations can be viewed on the District Council’s website under Neighbourhood Planning in
Drinkstone. There are no other designated neighbourhood plan areas within this boundary and the
Parish Council is the “qualifying body” responsible for the preparation of the neighbourhood plan for
this area.

The designated area is illustrated on the map on the following page.
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The Designaed Neighbourhood Area



Publicity

First Public Drop-in Session - Saturday 29 September 2018

34

An initial residents’ drop-in event was held in the Village Hall and attracted a recorded total of 61
residents. There was a presentation of the plan process using 15 information boards, on which residents
were asked to put their views on any aspects of the plan, by means of post-it notes and sticky dots.
This generated a valuable collection of views, which informed the household survey and fed into the
plan itself. The display boards and a summary of the views collected can be found at Appendix 1. And
the feedback is illustrated in Appendix 2.

Household Survey
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3.6

This was the first chance for the community to have a considered influence on the formulation of the
plan. It was conducted between 24 October and 11 November 2018 and was informed by comments
made at the first public drop-in session. A paper questionnaire was delivered by hand to each
household in the village, and was aimed at residents aged 16 or over. The completed questionnaires
were collected individually over the course of the consultation period. Collectors went back several
times over this period to ensure maximum completion. Residents also had the option of completing
the form online, using a unique randomly generated identifier suppled with the questionnaire pack. In
all we achieved an 83% response rate.

The questionnaires were totally anonymous, apart from a randomly generated ID. The forms were
analysed via a bespoke highly secure software package developed by the Neighbourhood Plan IT
Subgroup, which allowed us to produce the results in spreadsheet format and also by means of bar
charts, and could accommodate free text input from respondents, which could also be analysed. The
full report on the results of the Survey are available to view on the Neighbourhood Plan pages of the
Drinkstone website http://drinkstonevillage.co.uk

Consultation with village youth groups - 2 November 2019

3.7

A member of the steering group and the youth groups leader held an interactive consultation session
with the Junior and Youth Clubs in the Village Hall. A summary of their views is included in Chapter 3
of the Plan. During this session, the young people expressed their views and priorities by means of an
illustration, which we have used on the cover of the Neighbourhood Plan.

Second Public Drop-in Session Saturday - 16 February 2019

3.8

This was held in the Village Hall and attracted a recorded total of 76 residents during the day. Display
boards, reproduced in Appendix 3, summarised the work done to date, including the results of the

7



household questionnaire and of research into the village landscape, built character and building design.
There was also information on the village footpaths and prominent views within the village. Attendees
gave 100% approval to the proposed draft vision for Drinkstone, and strong approval also to the
proposal that design principles should be respected in any future development. Proposed community
actions (to be undertaken by the Parish Council) were ranked in order of priority.

Regulation 14 Pre-submission Consultation

3.9

3.10
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3.12

On 18th July 2019 the formal Pre-submission Draft Plan was approved for publication by the Parish
Council. A statutory consultation period of 8 weeks (to accommodate the holiday period) was initiated
on 10 August 2019. The consultation ended on 4 October 2019. At the start of the consultation, all the
statutory Regulation 14 consultees, as advised by Mid Suffolk District Council, were consulted. The full
list of bodies consulted is shown in Appendix 4 and the letter used to notify them is included at
Appendix 5.

How we publicised the consultation

The consultation period began with a drop-in session and exhibition held in the Village Hall on the 10
August 2019. At least 77 people attended the session. Display boards summarised the content of the
Plan and provided details of all the planning policies and recommended community actions to deliver
the objectives of the plan. Copies of the pre-submission draft display boards are shown at Appendix 6.

The Plan was made available on the Neighbourhood Plan pages of the Parish Council website together
with the supporting documents that had been prepared to inform the content of the Plan. A list of
these documents is included as an appendix to the Submission Neighbourhood Plan. A comments
form, included at Appendix 7, was also devised and available for completion throughout the
consultation period, either online or in paper format. With no shop or public house in the village, paper
copies of the Plan and comments form were made available for those that did not have access to the
Plan online. The publicity advised on how residents could borrow a copy of the Plan to view.

Details of the responses received during the pre-submission consultation period are detailed later in
this Consultation Statement.

Ongoing publicity and community engagement

3.13

3.14

3.15

3.16

During the whole neighbourhood plan process, there has been regular publicity, awareness raising and
community engagement.

There have been regular updates and alerts at Parish Council meetings, in the monthly Parish Magazine,
taken by 70% of households, and via the village email alerting service “Jungle Drums” which is accessed
by 76% of individuals. These have alerted people to drop-in sessions, to the consultation and
encouraged them to attend. There are also regular updates on the progress of the Plan and, going
forward, there will be a short series of “NP myth busting” articles to keep the plan in people’s mind and
dispel occasional common misconceptions which might still occur.

Volunteers have delivered leaflets to every household to publicise the drop-in sessions. They also
delivered and collected the questionnaires from each household, which accounts for the high - 83% -
response rate in the household survey.

As part of the Landscape Appraisal process, the Steering Group organised a village walk, where people
could learn about the history, geology and biodiversity of the land around them. 33 people, plus dogs,
walked the footpaths which was followed by tea in the Village Hall



Steering Group

3.17  The inaugural meeting of the DNP Steering Group was held on 23rd May 2018 in the Village Hall. All
members had volunteered either at the initial Annual Parish Meeting where the idea of a
neighbourhood plan for Drinkstone was floated, or subsequently out of interest.

Steering Group Members

lan Cooper Resident

David Craggs Resident

Peter Holborn Parish Councillor and Tree Warden

Jane Hill Resident

Diana Hollins Steering Group Secretary

Graham Todd Resident

Jeremy Wiggins Steering Group Treasurer

Daphne Youngs Chair, Drinkstone Parish Council and Steering Group Chair

Members of sub-Groups (* = steering group member)

Natural Environment Sub-Group

Peter Holborn* Chair

Lindi Belfield Resident
Duncan Hannant Resident
Lyn Hannant Resident

Built Environment Sub-Group

Daphne Youngs* Chair
Joe Stebbings Resident
David Craggs* Resident

IT and Publicity

Liz Schmitt Resident
Tony Schmitt Resident
Lynne Woodward Resident

3.18 During 2018 and 2019 the Steering Group met to format the questionnaire, examine the results and
write the plan based on the consensus views of the community. The notes of these meetings can be
seen on Neighbourhood Plan pages of the Parish Council Website at:
http://www.drinkstonevillage.co.uk
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Pre-Submission Consultation Responses

In total, 39 people or organisations responded to the Pre-Submission Consultation as listed below. The
schedule of comments and the responses of the Parish Council are set out in Appendix 8 of this
Statement. As a result, the Submission version of the Neighbourhood Plan has been appropriately
amended as identified in the “changes made to Plan” column of the Appendix. Further amendments
were made to the Plan to bring it up-to-date and Appendix 9 provides a comprehensive list of all the

modifications to the Pre-Submission Plan following consultation.

The following individuals or organisations submitted comments:;

Alan Laursen Jones

Andrea Jarman

Anglian Water

Anonymous

Bill and Rachel Smith

Bradfield St George Parish Council

West Suffolk Clinical Commissioning
Group

Christine Harris

Clifford Blackwell

Diana Dupree

Diana Hollins

Duncan Hannant

Environment Agency

Giles Youngs

Gladman Developments Limited
Historic England

June Harris
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Ken White

Linda Powell

Liz Schmitt

Lyn Hannant

Merete Bland

Mid Suffolk District Council
Natural England

Nick Lane

Nigel Gale

Peter Holborn

Richard and Rachel Mutimer
RK and PA Cilvert

Roger Russell-Smith

S Lee

Sarah Denniston

Suffolk Preservation Society

Trevor Watkin
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Appendix 2 — Feedback from September 2018 Drop-in event

CHERISHED green dot Red dot

Hedges, Woodland and 10 0
verges and lack of
herbicides and pesticides

Peace and quiet and 23
sense of community

Footpaths 13
No light pollution and 25
tranquility

The cows at Rookery 5
Farm

Tranquility and foot path 7
walks

Community spirit created 3

by activities centred
around the village hall,
church and allotments

Views from behind Hall 3
Farm from the footpath
towards Hessett

IMPROVEMENTS

NEEDED

safer for cycling 4

30 mph speed limit over 12 1

whole parish not just in
centre of village
Yes!Yes!Yes!

Improve problem with 12
flood waters. Park Road,
Drinkstone House,
Woolpit Road

Extend the footpath from 1
Town Grove to Whitefield

House on Park Road

Any development should 7
reflect the needs to
ensure housing for
younger generation and
families

How about some 7
sheltered
accommodation? There's
no provision for the
elderly
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Ensure that the village’s
sewerage, drainage and
pumping station is fit for
purpose

11

Access for horse riding 2
please

More young people 3
Cycle paths 2
Could something be

done about cars parked

on the pavements

More public transport 2
PARISH PLAN

OUTSTANDING

ACTIONS

Speed watch 30
Parish Plan taken into 16
account in planning

decisions

Suffolk Police 7
Lobby for better planning 14
enforcement

Present Parish Plan to 8
planners

Set up youth web 3
Oil cooperative 0
Child care 4
Lorry weight restrictions 7
Gritting 1
Better communication 4
between PC and

residents

Effective liaison 1
Better info about 4
planning decisions

Provide more dog bins 6
alternative sources of 6
energy for heating and

water

Mains gas supply 4
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Verge and road edge
erosion

Maintenance of hedges
and trees in public areas

11

Bridelways

More recycling

Better mobile ohone
reception and broadband

27

More litter bins

Street lighting,
pavements and or cycle
paths

22

ASPIRATIONS

Need to be a mixed
community, So more low
cost housing

11

As charming and
peaceful as it is

12

More affordable housing
for local Drinkstone
families

Housing for families not
necessarily from
Drinkstone

Housing for older
downsizers, so that can
stay in the community

14

Self sufficient for energy
and food

Fewer cars and more
cycles

Similar to now

WHAT FEATURES
SHOULD BE
PRESERVED AND
PROTECTED

Small grass fields
surrounded by tall
hedges and trees

21

Public footpaths

21

Mixture of housing,
2,3,4,5 beds, say 30-40
houses throughout the
village
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Bridges and traditional 6

fencing/barriers. Vistas

Continued access for 3

riding horses

Church and churchyard 2

Veteran and other 15

significant trees

HOUSING GROWTH

1-2 bed 21

3-4 bed 12 5
5+ bed 3 14
Affordable to rent 13

COMMENTS

broadband needed for 4

young people to access

the internet for study

Better than 2008 please

Our children do not want 3

to live somewhere with
poor wifi ever again

| sincerely hope that the
Planning Authorities take
notice of Drinkstone
community’s views
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Appendix 3 — February 2019 Drop-in Event Display Boards

I. Welcome
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5. Children’s Thoughts

With the assistance of the janior and Youth Group leader, Drinkstone’s children wene
anked for thair views of the willage in which they Lve, for ther likes and dislikes. Thair
virad a5 show an this Bodnd

T Steting Geoup wm very snpressed by the swanness of the vilage's children of
the beretits of fving in a rural setting that is peaceful and quiet and offers ready aocess
o e cmumirysice, and alio by their sensible suggestions kor imgrovemens (mast of
which are Community Actions miker 1han planning lssues)

What do you |ike about Drinkstone?
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6. Landscape Setting
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9. KeyViews 10. Local Green Spaces
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|7. Design Guidelines
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Appendix 5 - Letter used to notify Statutory Consultees

Drinkstone Parish Council

As part of the reguirements of the Localism Act 2011 and Regulation 14 of the
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2015 (as amended), Drinkstone Parish
Council is undertaking a Pre-Submission Consultation on the Draft Drinkstone
Neighbourhood Plan. As a body/individual with whom we are required to consuit, we are
hereby sesking your views on the Draft Neighbourhood Plan,

The full plan and supporting documents can be viewed here together with information on
how to send us your comments.

This Pre-Submission Consultation runs for a period of just under 8 weeks, between 10
August and 4 October inclusive,

We look forward to receiving your comments.

Hilary Workman

Clerk & RFO
Drinkstone Parish Council
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Appendix 6 — Pre-Submission Plan Drop-in Event Display Boartds
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Appendix 7 - Pre-Submission Consultation Response Form
Drinkstone Neighbourhood Plan

PRE-SUBMISSION CONSULTATION RESPONSE FORM

This form should be completed in conjunction with the draft of the Neighbourhood Plan -
August 2019.

We would prefer receiving responses via the online feedback form as it will make the task of collating views much
easier. However, if this is not possible then please complete this form.
Further copies of this form are available from:

e Daphne Youngs, Copsey Cottage, Rattlesden Road, Drinkstone, IP30 9TL;

e Graham Todd, ElIm Tree Cottage, Gedding Road, Drinkstone, IP30 9SZ;

e Jane Hill, The Old Rectory, The Street, Drinkstone, IP30 9SR
Please submit your completed form in one of the following ways:

e Drop off or post to the contacts above

e Email as an attachment to drinkstonechair@gmail.com or graham_todd@btinternet.com

Please ensure your response is received by Friday 4 October

NAME

ADDRESS

ORGANISATION / CLIENT YOU’RE
REPRESENTING (Where applicable)

EMAIL (optional)

Data Protection Notice: All information collected and processed by the Parish Councils at this stage is by virtue of our requirement
under the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended).
Please note: All comments received will be made publicly available and may be identifiable by name / organisation. All other
personal information provided will be protected in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018.

CONSULTATION RESPONSE

Please continue on a separate sheet if the box isn’'t big enough

1. Do you support the content of Chapters 1 — 4? YES / NO / No opinion

Comment (please specify chapter and paragraph number)

2. Do you support the Vision and Objectives in Chapter 5? YES / NO / No opinion
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Comment (please specify Objective number if appropriate)

3. Do you support Policy DRN1 - Spatial Strategy? YES / NO / No opinion

If No, please state what changes you would like

4. Chapter 6. Not including Policy DRN1, do you support Chapter 6? YES / NO / No opinion

Comment (please specify paragraph number)

5. Do you support Policy DRN2 — Housing Development? YES / NO / No opinion

If No, please state what changes you would like

6. Do you support Policy DRN3 — Housing Allocations YES / NO / No opinion
32



If No, please state what changes you would like
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7. Do you support Policy DRN4 — Affordable Housing on Rural YES / NO / No opinion

Exception Sites?

If No, please state what changes you would like

8. Chapter 7. Other than Policies DRN2, DRN3 and DRN4, do you YES / NO / No opinion

support the remaining contents of Chapter 7?

Comment

9. Do you support Policy DRN5 — Protection of Important Views? YES / NO / No opinion

If No, please state what changes you would like

10. Do you support Policy DRN6 — Area of Local Landscape Sensitivity? RESYANONA\leXe]ellglle]g

If No, please state what changes you would like
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11. Do you support Policy DRN7 — Dark Skies? YES / NO / No opinion

If No, please state what changes you would like

12. Do you support Community Action 1? YES / NO / No opinion

If No, please state what changes you would like

13. Do you support Policy DRN8 - Local Green Spaces? YES / NO / No opinion

If No, please state what changes you would like

14. Do you support Policy DRN 9 - Biodiversity? YES / NO / No opinion

If No, please state what changes you would like
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15. Do you support Community Action 2? YES / NO / No opinion

If No, please state what changes you would like

16. Do you support Community Action 3? YES / NO / No opinion

If No, please state what changes you would like

17. Chapter 8. Other than Policies DRN5, DRN6, DRN7, DRN8 and YES / NO / No opinion
DRN9, do you support the remaining contents of Chapter 8?

Comment

18. Do you support Policy DRN10 — Buildings of Local Significance? YES / NO / No opinion

If No, please state what changes you would like
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19. Do you support Policy DRN11 — Heritage Assets? YES / NO / No opinion

If No, please state what changes you would like

20. Do you support Policy DRN12 — Design Considerations? YES / NO / No opinion

If No, please state what changes you would like

21. Do you support Policy DRN13 - Sustainable Construction practices? R{SYANOFANeNelsllalle]g

If No, please state what changes you would like

22. Chapter 9. Other than Policies DRN10, DRN11, DRN12 and DRN13, YES / NO / No opinion

do you support the remaining contents of Chapter 9?

Comment

37



23. Do you support Community Action 4?

If No, please state what changes you would like

24. Do you support Community Action 5?

If No, please state what changes you would like

25. Do you support Community Action 6?

If No, please state what changes you would like

YES / NO / No opinion

YES / NO / No opinion

YES / NO / No opinion
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26. Do you support Community Action 7? YES / NO / No opinion

If No, please state what changes you would like

27. Do you support the contents of the Policies Maps? YES / NO / No opinion

Comments

Thank you for providing your feedback. We will take your comments into account in deciding whether amendments
are required to the Neighbourhood Plan.

A Consultation Report for the Neighbourhood Plan will be published when the Plan is submitted to Mid Suffolk
District Council.



Appendix 8 - Responses received to Pre-Submission Consultation and
Responses to Comments

The graphs on the following pages illustrate the answers received to the “Yes/No” questions on the comments form.
They illustrate an overwhelming support of the proposed planning policies and community actions in the
Neighbourhood Pan.

The tables that follow the graphs set out the full comments that were received during the Pre-Submission
Consultation Stage, the responses to those comments from the Parish Council and the changes made to the Plan as
a result of the comments. The table is laid out in Plan order with the general comments following the comments on
the policies. Comments received on the Community Actions are set out at the end of the table.
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Online Comments Form — Responses to questions

1. Do you support the content of Chapters 1 - 47

s YES s WD = Mo opimeon

3. Do you support Policy DRN1 — Spatial Strategy?

o iS5 s MO » No opinon

5. Do you support Policy DRNZ — Housing
Development?

o5 wHO = Noopinion

7. Do you support Policy DRMNA - Affordable Housing
on Rural Exception Sites?

SYES @ N0 o ofinion
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2. Do you support the Vision and Objectives in
Chapter 57

nYES sHD = NG opnion

4. Chapter 6. Not including Policy DRN1, do
you support Chapter 67

AYES SND = Mo pginson

6, Do you support Policy DRN3 - Housing Allocations

o

sYES w MO = Mo opinion

B. Chapter 7. Other than Policies DRN2, DRN3 and
DRN4, do you suppart the remaining contents of
Chapter 77

oD

sVES MO w Rlo opinee



9. Do you support Policy DRNS — Protection of
Important Views?

=¥i5 s ND  w Mo opinion

11. Do you support Policy DRMT - Dark Skies?

YIS ®ND & No opmon

13. Do you support Policy DRME - Local Green
Spaces?

v

a¥ES @ R0 & Mo opmon

15. Do you support Community Action 27

a¥iS & NO & Mo ognion

17. Chapter 8. Other tham Policies DRINS, DRMNG,

DRNT, DRME and DRNS, do you suppaort the
remaining contents of Chapter 87

B

®YES & ND & No opinon

42

10. Do you support Policy DRMNE - Area of Local
Landscape Sensitivity?

a¥ES mNG = Mo opmion

12. Do you support Community Action 17

&

sYES s N0 = No apmnion

14, Do you support Policy DRN 9 - Biodiversity?

aVES A ® Mo ogrnen

16, Do you support Community Action 37

aYES &M & Mo opinkan

18. Do you support Policy DRN10 - Buildings of Local

Significance?

BYES & NO o Mo oginson



19, Do you suppart Policy DRN11 - Heritage Assets?

s¥E5 wND  w Mo opinion

21. Do you support Policy DEN13 - Sustainable

Construction practices?

85 @ MO« Noopinign

23, Do you support Community Action 47

®YES ® N0 & No o

25. Do you support Community Action &7

a5 = MO« Mo cpinion

27. Do you support the contents of the Policies
Maps?

&V SMD = N e
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20. Do you support Policy DRN12 - Design
Considerations?

o

= ¥ES s MO = No apmion

22. Chapter 9. Other than Policies DRN10, DRN11
DRM12 and DRM13, do you support the remaining

contents of Chapter 97

&

AYVIE s MO = No oo

24, Do you support Community Action 57

o YES wRED  # Mo opEmon

26. Do you support Community Action 77

=

s VES eND = Mo eginian
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