
REFERENDUM PLAN
JUNE 2020

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
2018 - 2036 

 
O U R  V I L L A G E  •  O U R  C H O I C E S

D R I N K S T O N E



 

 
Daphne Youngs

 

MEMBERS OF THE STEERING GROUP

 
MEMBERS OF SUB-GROUPS 

Natural Environment Sub-Group

Built Environment Sub-Group
Daphne Youngs*  Chair

IT and Publicity

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS



3

 

 

 
Drinkstone

 

 

 
Key Issues

FOREWORD



4

 

 

 
The Plan

Community Engagement



1 Introduction and How the Plan was Prepared 6 

3          Current Issue 16

4          Planning Policy Context 20 

5          Vision and Objectives 22

6          Spatial Strategy 23 
            Policy DRN1 -      Spatial Strategy 23 

7          Housing 24
Policy DRN2 -     Housing Development 25
Policy DRN3 -     Housing Allocations 25

8 Natural Environment 28

Rural and Landscape Character 31

Policy DRN7 - Dark Skies 33
Policy DRN8 - Local Green Spaces 34
Policy DRN9 - Biodiversity 35

9 Built Environment and Design 36

Policy DRN11 -   Heritage Assets 37
Policy DRN12 -   Design Considerations 40
Policy DRN13 -   Sustainable Construction Practices 41

5

CONTENTS

Appendix C - Development Design Checklist    54

Appendices 50 

Glossary   48

Appendix A - Listed Buildings     50

Policies Maps    44-47



1.  INTRODUCTION AND HOW THE PLAN WAS PREPARED 

1.1

 
1.2

 
1.3

 
1.4
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1.5
 

 

 
Neighbourhood Area Designation
1.6
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Evidence Gathering
1.7

 

a village-wide questionnaire

a housing needs survey

a consultation with youth groups

a local landscape appraisal

natural environmental
  features biodiversity

a built character assessment

the preparation of Design Guidance for
  Drinkstone

an independent assessment of potential 
  housing sites  

 

1.8

 
Public consultation
1.9

 

 
First Public Drop-in Session

  
Second Public Drop-in Session 

Pre-Submission Neighbourhood Plan Consultation

Submission Neighbourhood Plan Consultation  
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1.  INTRODUCTION AND HOW THE PLAN WAS PREPARED (CONTINUED) 
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The Plan
1.10
 • Housing

 
1.11

 
1.12

Vision Topics

Objective

Objective

Policies

Policies

Policies

Policies

Policies

Community
Actions

Community
Actions



2.  DEFINING CHARACTERISTICS OF DRINKSTONE

VILLAGE HISTORY 
2.1

 
2.2

one church and 12 acres, 15 small 
holders, 6 slaves, woodland at 100 pigs, 2 horses at the hall, 
10 cattle, 32 pigs, 8 goats …
 
2.3

 
2.4

 
2.5
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2.6

 
2.7

Map 2 on the following page illustrates the main features of 
the village.
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Population statistics
2.8

 
2.9

2.10

 
 
2.11



Landscape Setting 
2.12

 
Built Character Assessment
2.13
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Character Areas

 

 

 



14

Services and Facilities
2.14

 
2.15

 
2.16

 
Roads and Access
2.17

 
2.18

 

2.19

 

2.20

 
 

2.21

 
2.22

2.23  
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3. CURRENT ISSUES 

Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire
3.1

 
3.2

 

3.3



3.4   
 
 

 
 

 
 

Views on housing development
3.5   

 
 

 
 

 
 

3.6   
 

 
 

 

3.7  

3.8 
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3.  CURRENT ISSUES (CONTINUED)
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Village services and amenities
3.10

 
The environment and green space
3.11

 
3.12

 
3.13

3.14     

 
3.15     

 
  

people
3.16     

 
 

  
 

FEEDBACK FROM SENIOR YOUTH GROUP

 

 

Footpaths
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3.17

 
 



4 PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT

National Planning Policy Framework
4.1

 

4.3

 
4.4
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4.2

  



4.5

 
4.6

“will be restricted to particular types of 

housing, community needs and provide renewable energy.” 

 
4.7

 
 

Local Plan
4.8
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4.9

 
4.10

 • “Design is sympathetic to its rural surroundings  
  and demonstrates high-quality design by having
  regard to the relevant policies of the [local] plan;
 • A high standard of hard and soft landscaping,
  appropriate for the location is used;
 • Hedgerows and treelines which make an   
  important contribution to the wider context 
  and setting are protected, particularly in edge of
  settlement locations; and
  • The cumulative impact of proposals will be a   
  major consideration.”
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5. VISION AND OBJECTIVES

5.1

  

22

  
Housing
1

2

 
Natural Environment
3

4

5

Built Environment and Design
6

7

8

Infrastructure and Services 
9

10

Objectives

VISION 
In 2036 Drinkstone will be a place that has 
developed so that:
 • it still has its own character and individuality;

 • the natural landscape has been protected  
  and enhanced.  



6.1

 
6.2

 
6.3
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6. SPATIAL STRATEGY

 

 

 

Policy DRN1 - Spatial Strategy



7.1

that “the ‘policies and allocations’ in the plan should meet 

derived from the standard methodology for local housing 

has exceptionally been determined by the neighbourhood 
planning body.”
 
7.2

 
7.3

 
7.4

7. HOUSING 
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7.5

 
7.6

1

2

Housing Objectives



Housing Sites
7.7
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Policy DRN2 - Housing Development

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Policy DRN3 - Housing Allocations

 

 

 
 



7. HOUSING (CONTINUED)

Current Housing Stock and Future Needs
7.8

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.9

26

7.10

 
7.11
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7.12

 
7.13

 

Policy DRN 4 - 

 

 

7.14



The Landscape
8.1

 
8.2
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8.3  

8.4

8. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

3

4

5
 

Natural Enviroment  Objectives
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8.6

8. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT (CONTINUED) 

Important Views
8.5

(Map 6)  
 

1

2

3
4
5
6 

7

8

9
10

11
12

13    

 
Policy DRN5 - Protection of Important  
Views and Rural and Landscape Character
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8.7

8.8

 
 

8.9
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Policy DRN6 - Area of Local Landscape Sensitivity



 
8.12

 
8.13

 
Biodiversity
8.14

Dark Skies
8.9

local amenity, intrinsically dark landscapes and nature 
conservation”

                     
 
8.10

 

Local Green Spaces
8.11
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8. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT (CONTINED) 

Policy DRN7 - Dark Skies

Community Action 1
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8.15

 
8.16

Policy DRN8 - Local Green Spaces

 

1
2
3
4
5
6

9
10

 

8.17

8.18



8. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT (CONTINUED)  

8.19

35

Policy DRN9 - Biodiversity

  

 

Community Action  2

Community Action  3



9. BUILT ENVIRONMENT AND DESIGN 

Heritage Assets
9.1

 
9.2 Policy DRN10 - Buildings  

 

 

 

 
6

 
7

8

Built Enviroment and  
Design Objectives
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9. BUILT ENVIRONMENT AND DESIGN (CONTINUED) 

9.3

Policy DRN11 - Heritage Assets
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Built Characteristics
9.4

 

 

Streets and  
Public Realm

Pattern and  
 

buildings

Building Heights 

Car parking

Open Spaces and 
Landscape

9.5
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9. BUILT ENVIRONMENT AND DESIGN (CONTINED)

9.6

 

 

9.7
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Policy DRN12 - Design Considerations
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Renewable Energy 
9.8

9. BUILT ENVIRONMENT AND DESIGN (CONTINUED)

Policy DRN13 - Sustainable Construction Practices

41



10.1

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10.2

10. INFRASTRUCTURE AND SERVICES  (CONT

Community Action  4 

 
 

Community Action  5

 
9

 
10

Infrastructure and Services Objectives
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10. INFRASTRUCTURE AND SERVICES (CONTINUED)

Flooding
10.3

Community Action  6

 

10.4

1

Community Action  7
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POLCIES MAP

44
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GLOSSARY

Housing as “housing for sale or rent, for those whose 
needs are not met by the market (including housing that 
provides a subsidised route to home ownership and/or 
is for essential local workers); and which complies with 
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Appendix A – Listed Buildings 
 

 

Hill Farm Lane Area 

 
The Street area 

  
Park Road area

  
Woolpit Road

 

Gedding Road/Chapel Lane

Rattlesden Road/Cross Street area
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The Old Chapel, Gedding Road
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Street Grid and Layout

Green Spaces, Views and Character

Gateway and Access Features

Buildings Layout and Grouping

Appendix C – Development Design  Checklist
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Building Line and Boundary Treatment

Building Materials and Surface Treatment

Car Parking Solutions
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Appendix D – Evidence Documents 
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